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C  H  A  P.    I. 

Thefeptenmal  bill  propofsd-^Beatb  of  lord  Sommers-^ 
Rebels  tried-^cois  efficers  banged  in  effigy  at  Edin^ 
lurgb-^Tbe  limitation  of  the  kin^s  asking  leave  to  go 
abroad  repealed — Parliament  prorogued — Riots — The 
•prince  of  fFales  made  guardian  of  the  realm  whilft  the 
kin£ffDes  abroad — Proceedings  in  the  king^s  ab fence — 
Progrefs  of  the  prince — Lord  Town/bend  removed — 
State  of  France  and  Spain — Treaty  witb  France — 
Murmured  againfi — Swedijb  minifter  and  baron  Gortz 
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feized — Parliament  meets^^Scheme  cf  an  intended  in- 
vafion  and  rcbelUon'^Debate  at  Oxford  about  an  ad^ 
drefS'^Debates  in  parliament — Divijion  among  the 
fVhigs — Changes  in  the  minijlry — A  fleet  fent  to  the 
Baltic-^Inqtiiry  about  the  Butch  forces- — Meafures  for 
reducing  the  public  debts^^Refolutions  about  it^-^ibe 
general  fund — A£l  for  the  finking  fund  conftituted. 

p^W    ^HE  rcbellfon  was  now  quelled,  and  the  ftrength 
1710.    r      ■      ^  of  the  rebels  iinirely  broken,  but  the  difaffec- 

SaTbiirMV-         I  ^°"  ^^  ^^  people  was  not  yet  conquered.     The 

m^^  P  parliament  was  the;  bulwark  of  the  crown  ;   the 

vigour  and  unanimity  of  the  king's  friends,  and  their  fupe- 
riority  in  the  houfe,  was  the  fupport  of  the  whole  affair. 
But  the  parliament  bdng  only  of  tfhree  years  continuance, 
ty  virtue  of  the  Triennial  A<S,  made  in  th^  6th  year  of 
king  "William  and  queen  Mary  ;  all  the'  hopes  of  the  other 
party  feemed  to  be  centered  in  this,  that  the  parliament 
•would  expire  I" aTld  that  they  (hould  be  able,  by  their  influ- 
ence in  the  country,  to  chufc  a  majority  of  their  party  at  the 
jiext  eleflion ;  or  .ralfe  fuch  a  ferment  at  that  junflure,  as 
might  make  way  for  a  fuccefsful  invafion  from  abroad.  This 
the  p^rfons  at  the  helm  obferved  with  concern ;  and  there- 
fore refolved  to  baffle  thefe  hopes  of  the  enemies  of  the 
government,  by  prolonging  the  fitting  of  the  prefent  par- 
liament. It  is  faid,  it  was  firil  propofed  only  to  fufpend  tHe 
Triennial  Aft  for  once,  whereby  this  parliament  would 
have  continued  three  years  beyond  the  time,  at  which  it  was 
to  determine }  'but  it  was  afterwards  thought,  that  a  bill  for 
enlarging  the  time  of  continuance  of  parliaments  in  general 
would  be  lefs  liable  to  exceptions.  The  next  thing  that  fell 
under  conlidcration  was,  Whether  this  intended  bill  (hould 
be  fct  on  foot  in  the  houfc  of  lords,  or  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
nions  ?  The  firft  was  judged  the  properer  for  feveral  rea«- 
fo})s,  particulaily>  bccaufc,  the  court  being  more  fute  of  a 
jnajority  in  the  houlc  of  commons,  if  the  bill  nriifcarried 
with  the  lords,  the  odium  of  this  proje£),  which  carried  a 
face  of  unpopularity,  would  not  reft  upon  tbc  commons^  nor 
coiilequcntly  prejudice  future  eleftions. 

On  the  9th  of  April  in  the  evening,  about  thirty  of  the 
^  court  lords  met  at  the  duke  of  Devonfliire's,  where,  after 

a  ftort  con ful ration,  it  was  refolved  to  begin  this  matter  the 
\v^^  x\{:\\  day  ;  and  the  duke  was  dcfired  to  move  it  in  the 
h^u:"::  of  lords.     The  duke  readily  complied  with  th^  defire 
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%f  tht  zttcmhly ; '  and  the  next  day,  after  the  lords  had  diA  Gfeo^  I^ 
patched  Tcme  private  bufinefs,  the  duke  flood  up^  and  made    iji6^ 
a  fpeech  on  the  inconveniencies  that  attend  triennial  elecx  ■'  "i"""^ 
tiong ;  fuggefliiig,  in  particular,  that  they  keep  up  part}'  di-» 
viiionS)  raife  and  foment  feuds  and  animoiities  in  private  fa-< 
miliea;   occafion  ruinous  expenccs^    and  give  occafion  to 
the  cabals  and  intrigues  of  foreign  princes.     It  therefore  be*> 
came'  the  wifdom  of  that  aug.ud   afTembly  to  apply  a  proper 
remedy  to  an  evil,  which  might  be  attended  with  the  moft 
dangerous  confequences,  elpecially  in  the  prefent  temper  of 
the  nation.     For,  though  the  rebellion  was  happily  fuppref-* 
Icdi  yet  the  fpirit  of  it  remained  unconqucred,  and  feemed 
«nly  to  wait  for  an  opportunity  to  ibew  itfelf  with  more 
violence.     That,  the  eledion  of  a  new  parliament,  which 
by  the  triennial  a6l  was  not  far  ofF,  being  the  mofi  favour-* 
ablejunflure,  which  the  difafFedled  could  expeS,  bethought 
h  abfolutely  neceflary  to  deprive  them  of  it.     For  which  pur-* 
pofe  he  had  a  bill  to  offer  to  this  houfe,  ^  for  inlar^ing  the  con^ 
*  tinuance  of  parliaments  -,*  and  moved,  that  the  Jams  might  be 
read.  .The  duke  was  feconded  by  the  earl  of  Rockingham^  and 
Aipported  by  the  duke  of  Argyle,  the  earl  of  Dorfet,  the  lord 
Townfliend,  and  fome  other  lorde.     The  duke  of  Bucks* 
the  lord  Trevor,  the  earls  of  Nottingham  and  Aylesford* 
and  fome  peers  of  the  other  fide,  did  not  dire6Hy  oppofe  thtf 
bfll,  bat  made  long  fpeeches  for  putting  off  the  reading  of  it 
to  another  time.     They  owned,  that  every  mciftber  his  the 
privilege  of  offering  what  bill  he  thinks  fit,  without  afking 
leave  ;  but  that  the  houfe  is  like  wife  at  liberty  either  to  reaa 
it  or  not,  as  they  think  convenient ;    and  that  the  matter^ 
now  offered,  was  of  fo  high  a  Mature,  that  it  well  deferved 
to  be  maturely  weighed  and  confidered  before  the  fame  was 
debated :    And  therefore  they  moved,  that  the  bill  nrright  lie 
for  fome  days  on  the  table.     To  this  it  was  anfwered,  that 
nothing  was  farther  from  their  thoughts,  than  to  carry  any 
thing  by  furprife :    That,  by  the  ordinary  method  of  pro- 
ceeding,   every  member  has    fufficient  tifne  to  weigh  and 
confider  what  is  offered   in   the  houfe ;    and,  to  fhew   how 
fairly  they  intended  to  aft  in  this  affair,  the  carl  of  Dorfet 
propofed,  that,  after  the  bill  had  been  once  read,  the  fecond 
reading  of  it  (hould  be  put  off  for  fome  days,  ahd   (hat  all 
the  members  in  and  about  London  (hould  be  fummoned  to 
attend.     The  lords  of  the  oppofits  fide,  finding  themfelves 
the  weaker^  acquiefced  in  this  motion  ;    fo  the  bill  was  read 
the  Gir&  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  on  the  24tb  of 
April. 

A3  On 
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Geo.  l.       Oh  that  day  the  bill  was  read  (a),  and  a  warm  debattf 
1716.     aroft,  which  lafted  five  hours  (b).     The  earl  of  Abingdcft 
-^--»— «  faid,  <  The  bill  was  of  a  very  extraordinary  nature,  fince  it 
Debate  upon  repealed  the  Triennial  ad,  which  the  people- juftly  Uoked 
Pr.  H  L.    ^^"  ^  the  great  fecurity  of  their  rights  and  liberties^  andf 
that,  if  It  paffed  this  houfe,  and  the  comrnons  agreed  to  if^ 
the  fame  would  be  a  breach  of  that  truft,  which  was  repofed 
in  them  by  thofe  whom  they  reprefent^.'    The  latter  part 
of  this  aflTertion  was  denied  by  the  duke  of  Kingfton,  who 
ur^ed,  ^  That  the  bufineis  of  the  legiflature  was  to  redify 
old  laws,  as  well  as  to  make  new  ones/    Earl  Powlet  de- 
clared, <  That  he  would  be  for  it,  if  he  thought  it  for  the 
king's  fervice  and  intereft ;  but  that,  before  they  went  any 
ftrther  in  fo  important  an  afiair,  fome  method  ihould  be 
taken  tof  know  the  fentiments  of  the  nation/    He  urged^ 


(a)  The  fubilance  of  the  bill 
Was :  It  has  been  found  by  ex- 
peritfnce,  that  triennial  parlia- 
nients  are  grievous,  by  occa- 
fioning  much  greater  and  con- 
tinual expence,  and  more  vio- 
lent and  lailing  heats,  than 
were  ever  known  before.  And, 
if  the  triennial  a£k  continues, 
it  may  probably,  at  the  prefent 
junflure,  when  a  relllels  and 
Popilh  fa^on  are  defigning  to 
jvnew  the  rebellion  at  home. 


and  an  iavafion  from  abroad, 
be  deihudtive  to  the  peace  zod 
fecurity  of  the  government. 
Be  it  dieiefore  enaded,  that 
this  prefent  and  all  future  par* 
liaments  fhall  have  conttnuance 
for  (feven)  years,  to  be  accoimt- 
ed  from  the  date  of  the  writ  of 
fummons,  unlefs  this  or  any  fi  c\ 
parliament  (hall  be  fooner  di(^ 
folved  by  his  liiajelly,  his  heirs 
and  Aicceflbrs. 


(b)  The  fpeakers  were  as  follow : 


Againit  the  biih  . 

1.  Earl  of  Abingdon, 

3.  Earl  Powlet, 

5.  Lord  Trevor, 

7.  Duke  of  Bocks, 

9.  Lord  Foley, 
1 1.  Earl  of  Aylesford, 
13.  Earl  of  Peterborough, 

J^'  >  Earl  of  Nottingham, 

18.  Duke  of  Shrewfbury, 

21.  Ear]  of  Aylesford, 

22.  Bifhop  of  London, 

23.  Earl  of  A n^le fey, 

24.  Duke  of  fiucks» 


For  the  Bill. 

2.  Duke  of  Kingfton, 

4.  Earl  of  Doriet, 

6.  Lord  Carteret, 

8.  Earl  of  Cholmondley, 
10.  Duke  of  Newcaftle, 
1 2.  Earl  of  Hay, 

J^;l  Duke  of  Argyle, 

19.  Lord  Parker, 

20.  Lord  Cowper* 
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«  THM  tfifs  bn  flievred  a  diflforft  of  &t  aftCHoii  of  <iie  Geo.  L 
p€0{4e,  witlknit  which  no  king  can  b^eitfa^  fafe  or  eafy.  1716. 
That  king  WIDiatn  gained  the  hearts  of  his  fuUeds  by  the  r  --m 
IViibiiiil  AA  j  and  it  wouM  look  fomewhat  ftrange^  that 
the  moft  popular  of  our  laws  ihould  be  repealed  a  year  aftetf 
#ie  Pmteftant  fiicceffion  took  place.*  Aftor  this,  be  endea« 
T^fed  to  anfwer  what  was  fuggcfted  in  fupport  of  this  bill^ 
vift.  '  X.  That  frequent  eledions  occafion  ruinous  expence$« 
ft.  That  they  raile  a  great  ferment,  and  foment  animofities^ 
wbiA  are  of^the  moft  dangerous  confequehce  after  the  late 
tebdfion :  And  3.  That  they  obftruft  foreign  alliances.*  He 
laid,  ♦  That  no  ftrefe  ought  tb  be  laid  on  the  firft  of  thofe  ob- 
jeftfons,  expences  atelcdions  heirtg  voluntary.  That,  aa 
to  the  fetond,  he  was  Ibrry  there  had  been  a  rebellion  s  but 
that  che  faoie  was  now  happily  fuppreiied.  And,  as  to  die  , 
third  fuvgeftion,  the  fame  was  of  no  weight  with  hhn,  it 
Mng  his  opminn)  that  in  a  matter,  which  fo  nearly  coti» 
cerns  otn"  cohftitution,  we  ougjht  to  have  regard  to  our** 
fehres  only,  and  not  to  foi^igners.*  Upon  all  which  confi-^ 
derations)  he  was  againft  the  committing  of  this  bil)«  Hie 
earl  of  Dorfet  faid,  amon»  other  things,  *  That  they  who 
now  fpoke  againft  this  bill,  would  be  For  it,  if  it  (erved  their 
turn*  That  the  Triennial  zSt  was  a  new  law,  and  ah  a]- 
tenation  of  the  old  conftitution.  That,  the  experience  of 
twenty  years  having  ffaewn  a  thoufand  inconveniencies  at« 
tendmg  that  law,  they  ought  to  apply  a  remedy  to  it.  That 
It  (owed  the  feeds  or  corruption,  it  being  notorious,    that 

treat  numbers  of  peribns  had  no  other  livelihood,  than  by 
eing  employed  in  bribing  corporations.  That  we  had  latdj 
a  fad  experience  of  it ;  iuice  by  thofe  methods  a  parliament 
was  procured  by  the  laft  miniftry,  which  gave  fandion  to 
moft  of  their  ill  meafures,  and  went  near  to  give  up  the 
trade  and  liberties  of  the  nation.  That  triennial  ele^ions 
deftroy  all  fomily  intereft,  and  fubjeA  our  excellent  confli- 
tution  to  the  caprice  of  the  multitude :  And,  in  fhort,  that 
by  triennial  eleflions  we  have  but  a  triennial  government, 
which  is  little  better  than  no  government  at  all.''  For  which 
reafons  he  was  for  thebilL  The  lord  Trevor  faid,  «  Thit 
the  queftion  now  lying  before  them  was,  Whether  the  law, 
they  were  going  to  make,  tended  to  the  good  or  prejudice 
of  the  conftitution  ?  That,  for  his  own  part,  be  looked 
upon  the  Triennial  ASt  as  an  eflential  part  of  our  ancient 
conftitution,  according  to  which,  frequent,  and  even  annual 
parliaments  were  to  be  held.  That  he  might  eafily  prove, 
that  long  parliaments  were  always  pernicious.    That,  when 

Af  kit^ 
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Qeo.  I.  kingCharks  I.  had  given  up  bit  prerogative  of  diflbiviiig  pur« 
ljl6^    lianients  in  164O9  he  gave  himfelf  up  into  the  hands  of  tray- 
tqth  and  had  nothing  but  deftru£lion  to  expert  from.  them. 
That,  after  the  reftoration.  Icing  Charles  II,  that  very  good 
prince,  found  the  inconvenience  of  a  ]ong  parliament.  That» 
as  foon  as  the  nation  had  opportunity,  by  ^q  revolution,  to 
aflert  their  juft  rights  and  liberties,  the  Triennial  A<2  was  in- 
lifted  on,  and  gained,  at  laft,  with  a  great  deal  of  oppp- 
fition.     That  there  were  very  good  and  cogent  reafons  for 
making  a  law  to  fupport  the  conftitution,  and  prevent  in* 
croachments,  either  of  parliaments  on  the  crown,  or  of  the 
fcrown  on  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people ;  and  to  corred 
abufes  and  exorbitaoces  committed  through  the  ambition 
and  avarice  of  minifters.    That  he  would  not  be  thought  to 
jefle^  on  the  prefent  adminiftration ;  but  that,  in  his  opi* 
Dion,  frequent  ele£lions  were  a  necellary  right  of  the  fubjc6t 
^o  remedy  abufes.    That,  for  his  own  part,  he  had  ever  been 
againft  the  bill  for  limiting  the  number  of  officers  in  the 
houfe  of  commons:  But,  if  the  Triennial  A£i  were  repealed, 
he  thought  that  bill  would  become  very,  neceflary,  becaufe 
the  long  Gtting  of  parliaments  would  give  the  crown  both  an 
opportunity  and  temptation  to  multiply  the  number  of  offi- 
cers.    That  fome  reflections  had  been  caft  on  the  laft  par«- 
liament :    But.  that,   in  his  opinion,   that  parliament  was 
chofen  by  the  fame  method  as  the  prefent  was,  by  great  ex* 

i)ences.  That  he  owned  this  to  be  a  great  abufe ;  but  that 
aws  might  be  made  to  rc£iify  the  fame.  That,  if  this  bill 
palled,  how  could  any  member  of  the  other  houfe  exped  to 
preferve  his  intereft  with  thofe  who  chofc  him,  when  this  bill 
would  certainly  be  interpreted  both  a  violation  of  their  right, 
and  a  breach  of  the  truft  repofcd  in  him  ?  That,  if  this 
houfe  of  commons  continued  themfelves  beyond  the  time, 
for  which  they  were  chofen,  they  were  no  more  the  repre- 
ientatives  of  the  people,  but  a  houfe  of  their  own  making. 
That  he  was  forry  th.ere  were  difcontents  ii\  the  country  5 
but  he  apprehended  that  this  bill  would  rather  increafe  than 
abate  them.  He  owned,  that  the  majority  of  this  houfe  of 
commpns  were  honeft  gentlemen,  who  had  the  intereft  of 
their  king  and  country  at  heart ;  but  that,  in  his  opinion, 
thofe,  who  went  before  them,  did  not  come  (bort  of  them 
in  point  of  duty  and  afPedlion  to  his  majefty  ;  for  it  was  they 
who  eftablifhea  the  king  on  his  throne,  and  fettled ' his  re- 
.  venue  with  all  chearfulnefs  imaginable.  Tha^t  what  he  had 
fuggeftcd,  flowed  from  the  dread  of  the  111  confequences  of 
this  bill,    which  might  rife  to  fuch  an  height,    as  to  reii* 

der 
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dertke  crow^  uneafy.  to  his  majefty.    That  he  owed  fo  Geo.L 
much  to  the  Proteftant  'fucceffion,  that,  if  he  could  believe    1716.' 
this  bill  to  be  of  ahy  fervice  to  the  king  and  royal  family,  he       ■    ■  ^^ 
would  be  intirely  for  it ;  but,  as  he  was  of  a  contrary  opi«^ 
juon,  he  would  not  have  a  bill,  obtained  in  the  bcft  of 
reigns,  repealed  in  the  firft  year  of  this  Proteftant  reign.  -And 
•therefore  he  was  againft  the  committing  of  this  bill/    Lord 
Carteret,  who  fpoke  next,  owned,  *  That  frequent  parlia- 
ments arc  a  great  fecurity  of  the  people's  rights  and  liber- 
ties i  but  he  obferved,  that  this  bill  was  not  againft  frequent 
ieftions,  but  only  againft  frequent  eledions.      That  they 
ought  maturely  to  weigh  and  confider  what  was  fuggefted  in 
the  preamble  of  the  bill,* That  there  is  a  *  reftlefs  Popifli 
*  faction  defignirig  and  endeavouring  to  renew  the  rebellioa 
<  within  this  kingdom/    That,  of  all  rebellions,  this  iaft 
wastbemoft  monftrous  and  unnatural ;  for  all  other  rebel- 
lions were  carried  on  under  pretences  of  liberty,  whereas  this 
Iaft  waa  a  rebellion   for  flavery.      That,  as  to  our  allies 
abroad,  though  he  could  not  (ay,  that  they  expeded  this 
bill,  yet  it  was  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  they  would  be 
glad  to  fee  it  pafs  into  a  law ;  for,  having  found,  by  fad  ex- 
perience, that  great  changes  may  be  made  in  the  beft  con- 
certed meafures  by  different  parliaments,  inflamed  by  dif- 
ferent miniftries ;  to,  if  they  had  not  fome '  fecurity  for  die 
treaties  his  majefty  was  now  entering  into  with  them,  a 
ftrong  tide  might  come  upon  a  new  eleflion,  that  might 
overturn  all.    That,  in  fhort,  this  bill  would  fix  the  king,  •-{ 

and  the  prefent  happy  eftablifhment,  on  a  lafting  foundation ; 
and  therefore  he  was  for  committing  it/  The  earl  of  Chol- 
mondley  faid,  <  That  he  made  no  doubt,  but  the  legiflafure 
is  veftea  with  a  fupreme  power  to  redify  any  inconveniencies, 
to  which  any  former  law  may,  by  experience,  be  found  to 
be  fubjefl ;  and,  this  being  the  cafe  of  the  Triennial  AA, 
they  ought  to  rertiedy  the  fame.  That  what  had  been  fug- 
gefted, in  relation  to  the  long  parliament  in  king  Charles  the 
Kcond's  reign,  was,  in  his  opinion,  rather  an  argument  for, 
than  againft  the  bill.  For  though,  in  that  parliament,  the 
king  had  many  penfioners,  who,  at  firft,  complimented  him 
'with  money,  yet  at  Iaft,  when  the  intercft  of  the  nation 
'  came  to  be  at  ftake,  they  voted  for  a  war  with  France,  and 
profecuted  the  Popifh  plot  with  the  utmoft  vigour.  That 
~  they  had  lately  feen  what  a  corrupt  parliament  may  do,  and 
by  what  means  fuch  a  parliament  may  be  got :  And*  every 
one  might  guefs  how  there  came  to  be  a  debt  of  500,0001. 
upon  the  civil  lift.     That  he  did  not  mention 'thif  to  irritate 

-^  -  *  againft 
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Qjto.  I.      The  duke  of  Shiiewlbuiy  fpokc  with  feme  veheibence 

I7i6«    againft  the  bill  ;  after  which  the  lord  Parker  inlarged  on  die 

—  conftitution  with  relation  to  the  callings    ele£kion,  fittings 

and  prolonging  of  parliamjsnts.    He  was  followed  by  tho 


ofthe  third  eflate  of  this  realm.' 
But  what  was  moft  taken  no- 
tice of  in  his  lordftiip*s  fpcech, 
%va5,  that,  in  order  to  flicw  the 
danger  of  inlarging  the  preroga- 
tive, he  inftanced,  in  the  pre- 
cedent of  king  Henry  Vlir,who 
perfuaded  hi$  parliament  to  give . 
him  the  abhev-Iands,  under  pre- 
tence, thattney  would  bear  part 
of  his  expences,  which  would 
t9Xt  them  of  taxes,  and  improve 
trade;  but  that,  foon  after,  he 
demanded  and  obtained  great 
fubfidies,  and  made  ufe  of  thole, 
lands  to  inflave  the  nation. 

The  duke  of  Argyle  anfwercd, 
among  other  particulars :  *  That 
he  could  by  no  means  agree 
with  the  noole  lord  that  fpoke 
lah,  cither  as  to  the  beginning 
or  end  of  the  rebelliou.  That 
It  had  been  fuggefted,  that  the , 
king  had  been  received  with  the 
general  acclamations  of  his  peo- 
ple ;  but  that  it  was  certain, 
and  has  iince  manifeiUy  ap- 
peared, that,  whatever  arts  were 
nfed  by  the  laft  mlniib-y  to  blind 
and  deceive  the  people,  deiigns 
had  been  laid  to  bring  in  the 
pretender,  long  before  the 
king's  happy  acccflion  to  the 
throne.  That  the  difappoint- 
mcnt  of  thefe  defigns  was  in- 
tirely  owing  to  Providence  j  for, 
had  the  confpirators  thrown  off 
the  mafk  fooner,  and  improved 
the  ferment  their  emiffaries  had 
raifed  in  the  nation,  at  the  elec- 
tion of  the  laft  parljament,^  it  is 
very  probable  their  wicked 
fchemes  for  fettlng  afide  the 
Protefiant  fucceilion  had  taken 


place.  That  he  wondered  there-* 
fore,  tharhis  lordfhip  could  be 
puzzled  to  find  out  i^e  caufe  of 
the  prcfent  difafFefkion,  for,  it 
was  plain^  it  proceed  from  the 
falfe  reprefentations  of  things 
and  perfons,  that  were  indu- 
flrioufly  iprcad  abroad,  both  be- 
fore and  £nce  his  majefty's 
cominj^  in.'  As  to  what  haa 
been  Uiggefted,  that  the  rebel- 
lion was  at  an  end,  his  grace 
obferved,  *  That  the  rebels  had 
only  ihifted  their  head-quarters 
from  Perth  to  Paris,  or  St.  Ger- 
main's ;  but  that  their  emiiTaries 
were  ftill  as  bufy  and  iniblent  as 
ever  in  Great  Britain,  and  wan- 
ted only  an  opportunity  to  re^ 
new  the  rebeliiont  and  favour 
an  invafion/  As  to  what  had 
been  hinted,  that  this  bill  would 
rivet  the  Jacobites  in  their  opi- 
nion, he  faid,  '  That  was  no 
good  araument  againft  it,  for 
he  had  ieen  fome  perfons  ihift 
fides  often,  and  change  their 
opinions,  and  be  very  zealous 
tor  both." 

The  earl  of  Nottingham,  ta- 
king this  reflexion  to  himfclf, 
readily  owned,  •  That  he  wa* 
for  fome  time  againft  the 
Abjuration  Oath,  bccaufe  ho 
thought  a  multiplicity  of  oaths, 
wouH  make  the  nation  unfafe  ^ 
but  that,  as  foon  as  he  was  con- 
vinced of  the  neceiCty  of  that 
oath,  he  readily  came  into  it.' 
The  duke  of  Argyle  thereup- 
on flood  up,  and  laid.  He  w^& 
forry  that  noble  lord  took  to 
himfelf  what  he  faid  only  iai 
gcncnJ,;     ,     ,    .     . 

"   lord 
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lord  chancellor  Cowpcr,  who  refumed  all  the  arguments  that  Geo.  I. 
had  been  urged  in  the  debate  ;   rddified  fome  ipiftakes  as  to     I7;[6« 
the  confiitution  and  nature  of  the  parliaments ;  gave  a  dear  , 
account  of  the  triennial  aft;  and  vindicated  the  king  and  the 
government,  as  to  the  prefent  difaffefiion ;  appealing  to  the 
Jords  and  commons,    *  Whether  the  leaft  provocation  had 
been  given  either  by  his  majefty  or  his  minifters  ?'   and  a£» 
ferting.  That,  if  there  was  any  fault  on  the  king's  fide,  it 
'was  too  much  lenity  ;  and  that  the  only  crime  that  could  be 
chaiged  on  his  miniSers,  was  thcit  seal  tod  .vigilance  in  de- 
fence of  hisanajcfty's  perfon  and  government.*    The  ^arl  of 
Aylesford  having  anfwered    part  of  the   lord  chancellor's 
fpcech,  the  bifliop  of  London  faid,    *  That,  when  he  came 
to  the  houfe,  he  knew  not  which  way  he  fhould  give  his  vote, 
and  hoped  to  be  guided  and  determined  by  what  (hould  be 
X)fFered  on  both  fides  on  this  important  fubjc£l :    But  now  he 
owned  he  was  confounded  between  dangers  and  inconve*- 
niencies  on  one  fide,  and  deftru£Uon  on  the  other/ 

The  carl  of  Anglefca  fpoke  next  with  great  vehemence 
againfi  the  bill ;  and  the  duke  of  Bucks  dofed  the  debate 
with  faying,  *  That  he  was  for  the  biU,  but  did  not  think  it 
feafonaWe/  At  laft,  the  queftion,  «  That  the  bill  be  com* 
mitted,'  being  put,"  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  ninety- 
fix  voices  againff  fixty-one.  But  thirty  lords  entered  their 
jprotefts  (d). 

/  Two 


^d)  They  were  as  follow : 

Diffcntient. 

I.  Becaafe,  we  conceive,  that 
frequent  and  new  parliaments 
are  required  by  the  fundamen- 
Xal  coDilitatioD  of  the  kingdom, 
and  the  practice  thereof,  for 
jnany  ages  (which  manifeflly 
appears  by  our  records)  is  a  fuf- 
ficient  evidence  and  proof  of 
this  coniHtution. 

ir.  Becaufc  it  is  agreed,  that 
the  houfe  of  commons  moft  be 
chofen  bv  the  people^  and, 
when  fo  chofen,  they  are  truly 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  people, 
which  chey  cannot  be  fo  pro- 
perly faid  to  be,  when  conti- 
'XLUca  for  a  longer  time  than  that, 


for  which  they  were  chofen ; 
for,  after  that  time,  thty  axe 
chofen  by  the  parhament,  and 
DOC  by  the  people,  who  are 
thereby  deprived  of  the  only  re- 
medy, which  they  have  agtinft 
thofe,  who  either  do  not  under- 
ftand,  or,  throngh  corruption, 
do  wilfully  betray  the  trad  ro- 
pofed  in  them ;  which  remedy 
is  to  chu(e  better  m^n  in  chdr 
places. 

HI.  Becaafe  the  reafons  given 
for  this  bill,  we  conceive,  were 
not  fuificient  to  induce  os  to 
pa(s  it,  in  fubverfion  of  ib  eflen- 
tial  a  part  of  oar  conilitDtion.  • 

I.  ror,  as  to  the  argument, 
that  this  will  encourage  the 
princes  and  fiatei  of  £urope  to 

'     enter 
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Ceo.  L       Two  days  after  the  lords  confidered  of  the  bill  in  a  grao4 

1716.    Cbnlmittee,    and  moft  of  the  former  fpeakers  exerted  diem- 

felve^ 

enter  into  alliances  with  vs»  we  longer  a  parliament  is  to  laflj 

\kzst  not  heard  any  one  mlAifter  the  niore  valuable  to  be  pur- 

aflbts  that  any  one  pnnce  or  chafed  is  a  ftation  in  it,  ana  the 

Hate  has  afked,  or  fo  much  as  greater  alfeiri  the  danger  of  cor- 

lufimiatedy  that  they  wifhed  fuch  rupting  the  members  of  it.  For, 

am  alteracioA.  if  there  ihonld  be  a  miniftryy 

Nor  is  it  nraAmable  to  tma-  vc^o  fluU  want  1^  parliam^t  to 

tB^ilf  it  i    for  it  caonot  be  ex-  fcreen  them  from  the  juft  rdent- 

|)e^d>  that  ao^  prinee  or  ftate  meiit  of  the  people^  or  from  a 

jpaji  rely  iipoa  a  pccaJe  to  de-  diicovery  of  their  ill  pni^icea 

fend  their  liberties  and  intereils,  ^  theking»  who  cannot  other- 

-wJip  fhqU  be  thought  to  have  wife,  or  io  truly,  be  informed 

given  up  fo  great  a  part  of  their  of  them,  as  by  a  free  parlia- 

own  ;  nor  can  it  be  prudent  for  ment,  it  is  fo  much  the  intereft 

them  to  wifh  fuch  an  experi-  of  fuch  a  miniftry  to  inflnence 

ment,  after  the  experience  that  the  ele^ions,  (which,  by  their 

Eoropehai  had   tsi  the  great  anthority,  and  the  difpofal  of 

things  this  nation  has  done  for  the  public  money,  they,  of  all 

|h|!m>     under  tbr  .  cooilitiitbn  odiers,  have  the  beft  meaas  of 

which  is  to  be  aliered  by  this  doing )  that*  it  is  to  be  feared* 

bill.  they  will  be  tempted,  and  not 

'  Bjit,  on  the  other  hand*  they  fail  to  make  nfe  of  them  ;  and* 

may  be  deterred  from  entering  even  when   the    members    are 

into .  mcafures  with    us,  when  chofen,  they  have  a  greater  opv 

they  fliall   be  informed  by  the  portunity    of    inducing     very 

preamble  of  this  bill,  that  the  many  to  comply  with    them, 

.Fbpidi  fadion  is  lb  dangerous,  than  tihey  eonld  have,   if  .4)ot 

as  tHat  it  may  be  delb-ui^ive  to  only  the  feffions  of  parliament, 

tdM  peace  and  fecwity  of  the  ^(^  but  the  parliament  itfelf  were 

vtt'nmeiit ;  a«d  may  appiehend,  reduced  to  the  ancient  and  pri- 

•^m  this  bill,  that  the  govern-  mitive  conftitutxon  and  praoide 

^  mentis  fbweak,  as  to  want  fo  of  frequent    and   new  parlia- 

^xmvaiidifiary  a  provifion  iot  its  ments  ;  for,  as  a  good  minifby 

.ftfety  ;  which  feems  to  imply,  will  neither  pra£li(e,  nor  need 

-that  the  gentlemen  of  Bntain  corruption,  ^o  it  cannot  be  any 

'lire  not  u>  be  trufted  or  relied  lord's  intent  to  provide  for  the 

nipOD  \  and  that  the  good  alEec-  Security  of  a  bad  one. 

tionsofthe  people  are  reRrained  3.  We  conceive,  that  what- 

to  "b  imall  a  ttomber,  a9  that,  ever  reafbns  may  induce    the 

of  which  the  preient  hoafe  of  lords  to  pafs  this  \a%  to  conti- 

<4)oiiitnonsconiids.  nue  this '  parliament   for  feven 

a.  We  conceive,  this  bft  is  years,  will  be,  at  leafl,  as  (hong, 

lb  far  from  oreventtogexpences  and  may,  by  the  condod  of  the 

and  cormpCions,  &at  it  will  ra-  miniftry,  be  made  much  (honger 

flier  incfeafe  -them,   for  the  before  die  end  of  (j^ven  years, 

fcor 


■MW 
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i4|}«M  Ibrand  ig»iiift  it ;  and«  amoog  others*  a  bi/hop^  wha  Geo.  L 
Itfid  not  yet  fpoken  on  the  CubjefU  faid,  *  If  this  bill  was  ne-  I7i6. 
vsr  Ibgood  in  itfelf,  it  was  very  unfeafonable,.  becaufe  very\... 
unpopular,  and  akogcther  ufelefs^  the  rebellion  being  crufliea, 
and  th^  pow«r  of  r  i ana^  not  to  be  feared  i  now  erpecialty, 
wk^n  we  havf  a  glorious  fianding  army,  and  a  miniflry,  that 
]hiow9  how  effedyally  tp  eiig;ige  the  ^dions  of  the  people/ 
The  committee  having  gone  through  the  bill,  and  ordered 
the  blank  before  the  vuorn  Years  to  be  filled  up  with  the  word 
Seven,  tke  quedion  was  put.  Whether  the  fame  fhould  be 
sported,  ki  order  to  be  ingrofled,  which  was  carried  by  fe- 
venty-four  voices  againft  thirty-nine.  The  next  day  the  bill 
^at<  re [x>rted,  and,  without  dividing,  ordered  to  be  engrofled  ; 
;aidi  being  read  the  third  time,  on  the  1 8th  of  April,  there 
arofe  H  deb;iret  which  laded  about  two  hours.  Near  half  of 
4liit.jiiaf  wsis  talcen  up  by  the  earl  of  Nottingham,  who^ 
a»wpf  other  things^  by  a  long  hiflorical  detail,  endeavoured 
tt^lbew,  *•  That  counfels  for  enlarging  the  prerogative  were 
ercr  prrmctous  to  the  crown/  7*o  this  the  duke  of  Argyle 
Mfwered,  *  That,  not  being  fo  well  read  in  hiftory  as  tnat 
pOble  lord,  he  would  confine  himfelf^  what  had  happened 
in  bis  own  time ;  and  tliat  he  had  obferved,  that  his  lord* 
&ip  kad,  by  turns,  oppofed  all  that  had  been  offered,  either 
fof  the  iatereft  of  the  crown^  or  the  liberties  of  the  people  | 
#JF  which  he  mi^t  ealily  produce  feveral  inflances  :'  addinej, 
*  Thet  jie  did  aot  much  wonder  there  appeared  aheady  7o 
nMk  joy  «Qoog  a  certain  party  over  a  repenting  (inner/ 

£»  c^tiuiiBg  it  yet  fitU  longer,  Aflibumham, 

aod  even   to    perpetaate  it ;  Manfel, 

which  would  be  an  expreft  and  Gower, 

flbfelat^  fobverfion  of^the  thii4  *  Bathvrft, 

ettue  of  the  ntlm.  WeAon, 

Bruce» 

Soaeriet,  Willovghby  de  Broki^ 

tknfmhujf,  Poulct, 

Aagieipi,  Dartmouth, 

>.   Ptornr,  Singley, 

VOliipttN;^  Strafibrd, 

.  .JkiAo),  Trevor, 

Tado^,  Montjoy, 

.^NbttingluQij  Northampton, 

AUngdoQ^  p.  Rofienf. 

AylesfeidL  Fr.  Ceftriea£ 

Mty^  fiiliibory. 

Upoa 
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Geo.  \J  Upon  the  whole  matter,  the  qucftion' bcfng  put,  ^  Wliecber 
1716.     *  this  bnt  (hould  pafs  ?*   It  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  a 
^       '   ■^majority  of  fixty-nine  voices  againft  thirty-fix  \   but  twenty^ 
2|*"*^  ^  four  lords  protefted  againft  it: 

moiu^on'the      ^^  ^^  being  fent  down  to  the  commons,    the  lord 
icpuAiiiai    Guernfey  moved  for  the  reje£ting  of  it  without  being  read  ; 
}^'     ^     but  his  motion  was  declared  to  be  unprecedented,  and  the 
*    '    '    bin  read.     Upon  the  queftion  for  the  fecond  reading,  there 
arofe  a  debate,  of  which  the  moft  remarkable  pafTage  was, 
that  an  eminent  member,  who  had  been,  in  the  moft  difficult 
times,    very  zealous  for  the  Proteflant  fucceffion,    fpoke 
agaiaft  the  bill,  and, .  among  other  things,  fuggcfted,  <  That 
it  was  an  impofition  of  the  lords  to  take  upon  them  to  dire<5fr 
the  commons  in  a  matter,  which  folely  concerns  them,  as 
guardians  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people.*    He  was 
feconded  by  Mr.  Ibhippen;  but  the  lord  Coriingftiy  made 
them  fenfible,  *  7]hat  their  objeftion  was  altogether,  gn^und* 
lefs,  and  the  refult  of  their  want,  either  of  experience  or  me- 
mory ;   for  had  they,  like  himfclf,  been  members  of:  that 
houfe,  when  the  triennial  zSt  was  made,  they  might  have 
remembered,  that  the  fiune  was  begun  in  the  houfe  of  lords, 
who,  as  part  of  the  legiflaturc,  are  no  lefs  guardians  of  the 
liberties    of   the  fubje<9:,    than   the  commons  themieK^es.  ^ 
Mr.  Fuller  and  the  lord  Guernfey  fpoke  aftdrwards  agiafinft 
the  bill,  but  were  anfwered  by  the  lord  Stanhope,  ekieft  foi* 
to  the  earl  of  Cheflerfield  ;  and  a  fecond  reading  was  at  laft 
Carried  by  a  majdrify  of  two  hundred  and  feventy-fix  againft 
a  hundred  an^.n&y-ux. 

In  the  mean  time,  feveral  petitions  were  prepared  it*  the 
country,  and  prefented  to  the  houfe  againft  the  bill,'  particu- 
larly from  Haftiqgs,  Marlborough,  Cambridge,  and  Abing- 
don. Then,  the  bill  being  reacTthe  fecond  time,  there  arofc^ 
a  warm  debate,  which  lafted  from  about  two  in  the  after- 
noon till  near  deyen  at  night. 

Mr.  Lyddal  fpoke  a  long  fpeech  for  the  bi^L  and,  aiiiong 
other  things, 'faid.  *  If  this  opportunity  be  loft,  you*. may 
poffibly  never  have  another,  or  at  leaft  fo  good  •  a  one^  not 
only  to  conquer,  but  even  to  eradicate  that  fpirit  of  Jaco- 
bitifm,  which  has  dwelt  long  amongft  us,  and  has  niore;]than 
once  brought  this  nation  to  the  very  brink  of  Tuin  au^  de- 
ftruftion.  Since  therefore,  with  much  danger  and  difficulty, 
we  have  at  laft  fecuir^d  iiur  religion,  laws,  and  liberties,  when 
all  was  at  ftake  from  the  treachery  of  the  lateminiftry^  and 
the  iipaccoun table  proceedings  of  the  laft  triennial  parliament, 
*why  ibould  you  run  the  riik  of  having  a  new  one  fo  foon, 

fisft 
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fir^'dboftn  by  French  mcAiey,  and  then  voting  by  French  Geo.  h 
direftions,  fince  the  king  and  bis  parliament  exert  their  united     1716. 
power  for  the  good  of  the  public,  and  to  retrieve  the  honour  ■  ■  ^'      »  ■ 
of  the  nation  i  Why  flibuld  they  not  continue  longer  toge« 
ther>  that  they  may  finilh  what  they  have  fo  unanimoufly  ana 
happily  begun  I  Upon  the  whole,  the  eieftofa  and  people  ot 
aU  the  boroughs  in  England  havings  for  feveral  years  psAif 
been  bribed  and  preached  into  the  pretender's  intereft^  ana  a 
diflike  of  the  Proteftant  fucceffion,  ithecom^^  rather  neae£^ 
tban  choice,  to  apply  an  extraordinary  remedy  t6  an  extraor-^ 
dinary  diieafe.' 

After  this  and  feveral  other  fpeeche^^  it  was  carried  for 
^mmitting  the  bill  (a) }  and,  thenejit  day,  a  petition  from, 
the  borough  of  Horiham  was  pireferited  to  thehoufe,  fetting 
forth,'  <  Thstt  they  looked  tipdn  the  bill  as  an  overtdrrirng 
^e  conftitutioni  and  an  infiingemeni  of  their  litettfcrs  ^  at 
which  ex'preffions  the  hdufe  being  ofiended^  it  was  refolved^ 
that  the  petition  ftotild  be  reje£ted^  ^hen  Mr.  Lechmere 
thoiftdy  <  That  tHe  committee  have  leave  to  receive  a  daufey 
io  difable  perlbtls  fi-om  being  chfofe  members  of  either  hoaf<^ 
of  parliament,  who  have  pe]^n^  during  pleafure.  Or  any 
number  of  years/  fiut  Mr.  fecretary  Scanhope  having  ref« 
|>re&nted,  that  fuch  a  claafe  would  but  dog  the  bill^  and  eh> 
danger  its  mifcarrittge,  part  of  ft  being  derogatory  to  the  pri-' 
tilcges  of  the  houfe  Of  lords  1  and  tbat^  if  any  jeatoufy  were 
entertained  of  the  membera  of  the  boofe  of  commons  having 
ijenfion»  from  the  crown^  a  bill  might  be  brought  in  la  ex«* 

(a)  MK  lfadd6A,  a  Stotcli  boufe  having  the  privilege  of 

iaxtrnhfiTf  having  fpoketf  for  the  explaining  thehifelves,  Mr.  Snell 

bid,  Mn  Sndl;  one  of  t&e  re>  ought  to  enjoy  the  ftme.  Heit^ 

trefentative^   fbr  the  dty  of  upon  Mr.  SneH  ftid,  ^Thath^ 

Gloaceftery  faid,   ^  It  was  00  mtc&nt  no*  peribnal  t^t€don  oft 

wonder   that    they    who  had  Mf.  Haddon,  and  that  he  onl^ 

betrayed  tic  Kberties  of  their  fjjoke  of  the  Scots  nation  ?n  ge-  ^ 

^wtf  coriatry,  fhoold  be  fo'ready  ttent  J  By  which  pretended.ex* 

to  give  up  theirs.'  '  Mi*;  Sihitli  ttxCt'Sit  David  Dalrymp!ebfi«4 

animadverted   upon  this  inja-  provoked^  faid,  *  That  this  e^ 

rioas  refledHon,  andfaid,  'That  frlanatioyrt  IxAdsid  of  ex^nioaf* 

the  member,  who  rtadfe  that  ting,  didbirt'aggravatc  the  of- 

■fceceh,  woold  nOt  be  fobold  as  fence ;"  Cot  which -he  defRjande^ 

TO  utter  thofc  words-  anv  where  fatisfaftion.    Some  other  'mem>» 

^Ve/    He  was  fecOndcd  by  lord  bers  calling  « to  the  bAr/  Mf^; 

Coninf;fby;   and,    the  di/pate  Snell  prevented  any  farther  pro^ 

Being  like  t6  grow  warin,  the  cceding,  by  begging  pardon  ibt 

leaker  inteipofed,    and  faid,  ainy    unguarded  ixprcffion  h^ 

T^t,  W  the  members  of  *the  fti^lit  have  letiaU/ 

**    .XU^  M  <4ud« 
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Geo.  I.  elude  them ;  the  motion  for  the  daufe  was  rqefted>  and  t 
I^r6.    feparate  bill  againft  penfioners  fitting  in  the  houfe  was  or* 

m'  dered  to  be  brought  in»  which,  having  pailed  both  houfesy 

received  die  royal  aflent*  When  the  feptennhd  bill  bad 
gone  through  the  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  it  was  icad 
the  third  time,  and,  the  aueftion  for  paflbig  it  being  pu^  a 
debate  of  two  hours  enfued.  Thofi^  who  fpoke  Bgxtm  the 
bfll,  were  (ir.  Freeman,  Mr.  Hungerfbrd,  !£•  Fuller, 
Mr.  Wykes,  the  lord  Finch,  eldeft  ion  to  the  earl  of  Not* 
tihghtifi,  and  fome  others.  They  were  feverallv  anfwered 
by  Sir  Richard  Steele,  Mr.  comptroller.  Sir  William 
Thompfon,  captain  Earle,  Mr.  Tumel,  Mr.  Morris,  and 
ftr  John  Brownlow  (b)«    After  whidi,  the  biHpafled  by  a 
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(b)  Mr.  Hampden  fi>oiee  far  By  lookiiis  over  Ae  jounda^ 

the  billy  pxt  oi  wbclfe  fpcech  we  fiiid  the  prorogat&ons  aad 

was  as  foUD ws :  diflblutioiis  of  parliamfnts. 

•  A  principal  ai^oment  for  To  come  down  to  the  time  of 

continuing  the  trienniel  bill,  is,  Henry  VIII.  few  of  his  parlia* 

that  it  is  agreeable  to  the  ancient  ments  bi  more  than   twenty 

laws  of  this  nation,  that  there  days,  though  there  was  not  a 

fliould  be  fireqpen  t  parliaments,  parliament  met  every  year ;  and* 

I  'fidd»   by  the  laws  I  ^have  from  the  7th  to  me  25th  of 

Iboked  over,  that  parliamems  Henry  VIiI,  thefearenojonr- 

Imght  to  be  frequently  held :  wds,  and  oonfequcntly  we  ca&«* 

But  i  found  it  no  where  laid  not  tell  in  what  manner  parlia* 

down^s^a  fetidara^tal  ^ofitioa  ments  were  hdd.    Afierwirda, 

of  the  nature  of  this  conftitution,  there  were  feveral  pailiaments, 

that  there  ihonld  be  frequent  but  not  every  yeas^  to  the  end 

^le^oasy     If  gentlemen  will  of  his  reign, 

look  to  the  beginning  of  parlia^  A  pailiameitt  was  called  liht 

aaents,   they  will  find,  ^n  the  -firft  year  of  Edward  VI,  4uuit 

4lh,    cth,  and    36th  of  Bd-  in   five    years,     fat  but  four 

ward  III,  that,  <  for  redrefs  of  months.    In  Philip  and  Mary 

f  divers  miichiefs  and  grievan*  there  were  four  parliaments,  buc 

*  ces  which  dailv  happen,  a  par-  the    feffioos   extremely   fhort^ 

*  liameni  fhall  be  holden  every  l^roro  the  ad  to  the  5  th«  and 

*  year,  or  oftener,  if  need  be/  from  the  7th  to  the  13^1  of 
Let  it  then  be  conii^^ered,  in  queen  Elisabeth,  no  parliament 
what  manner  thefe  parliaments  onet,  and,  from  the  14th  to  the 
were  held:  When  a  kin^  met  29th  of  queen  Elizabeth,  the 
Jiis  parliament,  theyufeu  tofit  parliament  fat  only  from  the 
ten  or  twenty  days,  and  then  Sthof  May  tothe^jothof  June;; 
were,  prorogued  or  diflblved;  and,  four  years  after,  from  this 
•f^d, there  were  frequent  inter-  8th  of  February  to  the  8th  of 
miffions  of  parliaments,  none  March  following ;  and,  in  eiffht ' 
bwiig  called  for.  feveral  years,  years  after,  never  fat  to  do  bti- 
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ft^drity  of  twohurtdred  and  fixty-four,  againft  one  hundrcil  Gcso.  I« 

knd  tvnency-one ;  and  being  fent  back  to  the  lords^  joeccivcd,  1716* 

Uiotx  after,  the  royal  aiTent;  m   i     h 

On 


finefs^  tat  were  theil  diflblved. 
There  were  fix  other  parlla^ 
inents  called  in  qiieeh  Elizabeth's 
{ime;  but  never  fat  lohg,  un- 
leis  that  In  the  39th  of  her  reign^ 
which  fat  foar  nionths.  . 

The  parliament,  the  £rft  0^ 
James  I,  fot  about  four  month s, 
and^  in  three  yeard  after*  fat 
about  eight  days.  The  parlia- 
ment was  not  diflblved  till  the 
0th  of  James,  but  fat  twice  or 
thrice  only.  There  were  three 
^ther  parliaments  in  his  reign, 
but  they  met  veiy  feldom. 

The  leffions  in  kine  Charles  1/ 
were  mnch  fhorter  &an  of  late 
days,  and  very  frequent  proro- 

tatioris;  and,  in  Uie  lOth  of 
Is  reign,  an  nGt  was  pailed, 
'  for  preventing  inconvenien- 
'  cies  by  long  intermifilon  of 
'  parliaments  r  by  which  it  was 
provided,  that  a  parliament 
fliould  meet  every  three  years ; 
.which  hw  we  find  repealed  in 
the  i6Qi  of  Charles  II.  by  rea- 
son that  the  provifions  in  the 
former  Jaw  were  looked  upon 
'  as  a  derogation  to  his  nla* 
'  jelly's  juft  and  undoubted  pre- 
'  rogativc  for  calling  and  af- 
'  fembline  .  parliaments,  and 
f  mizht  ,Ee  an  occafion  of  ma- 

*  nitQid  mifchiefs,  and  mi^ht 
'  endanger  the  peace    of  nis 

*  peoDfle.'  This  fatd  a6l  is  re- 
pealed, and  ft  provifion  made 
therein,  that,  *  becaufe,  by  the 

*  ancient  laws  of  this  realms  in 

*  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  par- 

*  liaments  are  to  be  held  vtry 
'  often,.. the  fitting  and  holding 
."  of  parliaments  inall  not  h^iti^ 


*  termitted  above  three  years:* 
In  this  king's  reign,  the  lofag 
parliament  was  held;  and,  \^  hat* 
eter  cormptidns  they  were  tain- 
ted with,  they  could  never  be 
accufed  of  favouring  the  cauf^ 
of  France,  or  attempting  to  en- 
Have  their  own  country. 

In  king  James  II,  that  on-, 
fortunate  prince,  a  patUament 
was  held  in  May,  168$,  antl 
fatabou^two  months,  and  was,^ 
at  feveral  times  prorogued  to 
Noveihber  1687.  Then  the 
happy  revolution  took  place) 
and,  in  the  Bill  of  Rights,  1  GuL 
8c  Mar.  it  is  declared  and  enaft- 
ed,  that  *  all  the  rights  and  li- 

*  berties,  afierted  and  claimed 

<  in  the  faid  declaration,  artf 
'  the  true,  ancient,  andindtt* 

*  bitable  rights  and  liberties  of 

<  the  people  of  this  kingdom^ 

*  and  ought  to  be  firmly  and 

*  Qtidiy  holden  and  obferved.' 
And,  in  the  fame  bill,  tanong 
this  long  catalogue  of  grievances, 
which  precedes  the  faid  declara- 
tion>  therp  is  not  the  leaft  mea- 
(ion  made  of  want  of  frequent 
elections,  but  only  '  that  par«* 
liaments  ought  to  be  free.'  Ift 
the  fixth  of  kinsj  William,  this 
nbw-fiivoured  bill  for  trienni^ 
parliaments  was  pafied  ;  •  and 
tjpon  this  oCcafion,  I  canndC 
help  obfervinor,  that  it  is  fome 
fatisfaflion*  that  the  people  a- 
broad,  who  look  upQil  the  reign 
of  that  prince  as  a  ufurpation^ 
Ibould  be.  fond  of  any  one  a£l 
that  was  pafied  in  that  time ;  and, 
I  hope  Irom  hence,  they  may^ 
in  time,  be  mort  reconcijed'to 
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On  the  a6th  of  April  died  that  great  man,  and  great  pji- 
triot»   the  lord  Sommers,  wbofe  charader  is  drawn  with 

great 

the  Proteftant  fucceiliony  which  very  obvious ;  becanfe  the  pe<^ 

18  in  coBieqiience  of  that  happy  pic  who  love  expences^  jodge» 

revolution.  that  a  man  who  has  a  place  ci. 

If  gentlefflen  will  look  over  profit^  is  much  more  capable  of 

the  wrics  of  iummons,  and  the  making   an  expence^    than  he 


returns  to  thoie  writt»  they  will 
£nd  no  mention  how  long  any 
parliament  is  to  laft ;  but  the 
return  makes  mention  of  the 
.perfons  who  are  to  ferve  in  the 
parliament  that  is  to  meet  and 
be  held  at  fuch  a  time  at  Weil* 
adnfter.  But  it  muft  be  allowed, 
.that  the  parliament  is  fubjeA  to 
the  triennial  ad  while  it  fubfifls; 


that  has  none.  But,  fappofinff 
any  gentleman  fo  wickedly  di? 
pofed,  as  to  facrifice  his  opinion 
fo  the  lucre  of  a  i^ce,  does  not 
fuch  a  perfon,  who  has  ipent 
five  or  fix  himdred  pounds  at 
his  ele£Uon»  and  his  dream* 
ibmces  not  rery  able  to  bear  i^ 
come  more  prepared  for  a  court* 
temptation,  than  if  he  had  en- 
and  therefore  the  advantages  or  joyoi  his  feat  in  parliament^ 
inconveniendes  of  that  law  and  been  free  from  the  trouble 
Mght  chiefly  to  be  confidered  and  expence  of  frequent  elec- 
in  the  matter  now  before  us :  tions  ?  I  appeal  to  ^ntlemen» 
And,  in  cafe  an  ad  be  found  if  expences  are  not  mcreafed  t 
frejudidalt  if  fiich  a  veneration  And»  if  anv  infbnce  can  be 
JA  to  be  paid  to  a  law,  as  not  to  produced,  wnere  they  are  aba* 
alter  it,  from  any  convidion  of  ted,  many  more  may  be  where 
its  bdng  infufficxent,  or  attend*    thev  are  increafed ;  fo  that  the 


cd  with  ill  confequences,  I  think 
the  legiflatore  will  become,  in 
« manner,  uielefs.  I  take  the 
^rindpal  matter  to  be,  to  exa* 
jnine  what  benefit  has  accrued 
to  the  nation  by'  virtue  of  this 
hilU  and  if  the  inconveniendes 
do  not  outweigh  all  the  advan- 
tages? 

It  is  pretended,  that  by  tri* 
ennial  eledions  the  people  have 
an  opportunity  of  favinjg  afide 
:tikofe  peribns  with  whofe  beha- 
viour, in  parliament,  they  are 
.dif&tisfied,  or  fuch,  whom  they 
apprehend  to  be  under  court-in- 
fluences: Idefireitmaybecon* 
fidered,  how  very  few  examples 
.there  are  of  peribns,  who  nav-> 
ing  accepted  places,  have  not 
been  rt-eleAed.    The  reafoa  k 


end  of  the  bill,  in  this  refpeO^ 
is  no  way  anfwered. 

It  is  faid,  that  expences  be* 
ihg  volunury,  it  is  r&e  ftuTt 
only  of  thofe  who  make  Aem; 
but,  when  we  obferve  the  con* 
tagion  of  expences  td  be  uiiiver* 
fauy  fpread  in  the  khigdom  at 
the  time  of  eledUons,  and  a  dif^ 
folution  of  manners,  occafioned 
by  fuch  expences,  it  is  time  for 
the  legiflature  to  interpole,  an4 
prevent  the  dangerous  confe- 
quences  of  fuch  an  evil.  Do^ 
gentlemen,  confider  the  difbuc- 
tions  occafioned  by  ele^ons^ 
and  the  impodibility,  confider* 
ing  the  foali  interval  of  elec- 
tions, to  heal  up  thofe  woundv 
which  the  animofities  of  parties 
hare  occafioned;   fo  that  it  is 
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great  force  and  elegance  by  Mr.  Addifon^  in  his  Fre^  Geow  h 
bolder*  I7l4» 

The      ^ 


litde  better  than  living  in  a  eon- 
tinnai  flate  of  warfare.  This  is 
a  no  Ids  fatal,  than  undeniabte 
conieqoence  of  this  bilU  which 
.was  calculated  £)r  the  eaie  of  the 
fubjed. 

It  is  iaidf  the  reafon  of  this 
expedient,  as  it  iscalled,  is,  be* 
caufe  the  majoritjr  of  diis  par- 
liament are  Whigs :  And,  tho' 
it  is  allowed,  diat  this  parlia- 
snent  has  a£ied  for  the  fervice  of 
his  majefty  and  the  nation,  the 
proceedings  of  the  laft  parlia* 
ment  are  faid  to  be  as  nerito- 
liotts  of  th&king's  good  opinion 
.  and  the  nation's,  as  what  this 
parliament  has  done. 

It  is  mnch  iniiiled  on.  That 
the  Tories  gave  the  dvil  lift  : 
That  is  true;  but,  had  they  not 
given  it,  I  believe,  the  king 
would  not  long  have  been  depn- 
ved  of  it  It  is  ttid,  that  the  kii^ 
was  received  here  with  the  urn- 
verial  joy  of  his  people :  Why 
did  tliat  iatisfaoion  ceafe  to 
Coon  f  Has  the  king  done  any 
thing  to  lofe  the  afie6Hon  of  lo 
many  of  his  people  f  or  have 
his  minifiers  ?  If  hi^  minifters. 
Why  has  the  fpirit  of  patriotifin 
been  lb  mnch  wanting  in  gen* 
tlemi»,  as  not  to  reprefent  to 
the  king,  or  in  this  houfe,  the 
crimes  ofthofe  he  employs  in 
his  fervice  ?  But,  if  no  real 
handle  for  thefe  difcontents  has 
been  given,  by  king  or  mini- 
fters,  then,  thofe  who  pretended 
loch  a  zeal  for  the  king  and  his 
&rvicr>  at  his  arrival  here»  aAed 
a  hvpocritica]  part,  and  meant 
aoumg  left  than  what  they  now 
snake  profeffions  of.     X^et  us 


confider  the  prefent  fituation  of 
the  minds  of  the  people,  how 
exafperated  one  fet  of  thm  am 
at  the  necei&ry  proiecudons  of 
thofe,  who  lb  fatally  concerted 
the  ruin  of  their  country ;  and 
to  what  degree  that  rrftfels  lpt« 
rit  influenced  the  people,  in  m 
late  rebellion;  and  how  inda« 
ftrioully  a  faHe  and  miftakeo 
taule  of  the  Church  hu  Been  of 
late  propagated  in  this  nation*. 

From  tnele^  and  many  other 
drcamftances  of  affiurs,  and 
fvmptoms  of  the  ill  temper  of 
the  nation,  I  think  the  oilpofii- 
don  of  the  people's  minds  far 
from  being  luitable  to  the  bufi- 
nefi  of  an  elcdion.  but  rather 
for  a  refloration  of  that  perfim, 
who,  the  deluded  people  hxf% 
been  taught,  has  alone  -a  right 
to  the  crown,  and  came  to  nee 
yon  from  the  oppreffions  yog 
now  lie  under. 

He  concludes  with  faying^ 
*  The  reafons  why  I  am  now 
for  the  bill  are.  To  dxfpofe  the 
people  to  follow  their  callings^ 
and  to  be  indoftrious,  by  taking 
from  them,  for  a  time,  the  opr 
portunity  of  difira&ing  one  an- 
other bv  eleftions.  To  prevent 
fttch  who  have  the  will»  frotn 
the  power  of  giving  any  new 
dlllurbance  to  the  govemmeni* 
To  prevent  another  rebellion  | 
there  being  jull  as  much  realbn 
to  expcA  one  this  year,  as  there 
was  the  laft.  To  check  that 
evil  fpirit  in  thole  who  havt 
fworn  to  the  king,  aad  role  in 
arms  againft  him»  or  abetted 
fuch  who  have.  To  dilcoun* 
tenance  thatfphi^  which  lately 
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jGopi'1^  -    Tbeefcapeof  the  earl  of  N!itliirdale,^andofMr»  Fotftart 
.l|f  i*    b^cl  given  fufficient  warning  to  the  government)  an4x>ught 
■  I  I     I  10  have  doubled  the  vigilance  of  the  jaylors ;  y^t  brigadier 
Mackintosh  Mackintoft,   John  M^ckintofli  his  fon,   Charles  Wogan, 
ef^pTw  J^»«^*  Talbot,  Robert  Hepburnc,  William  Dilmahoy*  A- 
Kewg»te,     lexaoder  Dabnahoy,  and  John  Taiker,  fervant  to  Mr.  Bat* 
May  f.       !«•,  having  knoclced  down  the  keeper  and  t^rnkey^  «id  di& 
firmed  the  centinel,  broke  out  of  Ncwffate  betv^en  eieve^ 
and  twelve  at  night.    Six  more  of  the  r«)els  went  out  Of  the 
llprifon  with  themj  but  being  unacquainted  with  the  flteets^ 
[and  turning  into  Warwick*Court,  where  they  foond  no  pat 
/^e,  they  were  forced  to  return  into  Warwick-Lane»  and 
,(q  fell  jnto  the  hands  of  their  purAien. .  Mackintofli  gnd  fome 
jOt]|er4  were  to  ^aye  been  iried  the  day  after.    The  judgei 
met  ia  Weftmtnfter-Hall  for  thatpvrpofe^  but,  recewiogJ) 
ttefiage,   that  the  keepcM  of  Newgate  were  empkqwd  iti 
Itercking  sifter  the  rebels,  t?ho  had  matie  their  efcapes,  ^ 
icourt  and  juried  adjotu'ned*    Jamea  Talbot,  one  of  the  fop^ 
tives,  was  retaken'  at  an  houfe  in  WindmiI]*Street,  ih  Pic- 
cadilly, and  fent  back  to  Newgate. 

When  the  court  fat  the  next  time,  thirteen  otf  the  febeltf 
(h)  were  arraigned,  and  pleaded  liot  guilty ;  but  upon  ap*- 
flioatipn  &r  Ume,  fome  of  then>  letting  forth  that  they  had 
jM^idesce  upon  the  road«  they  bad  three  weeks  flowed  to 
{vepare  fov  their  trial. 
tKbdftried^'  M^-*  Rich^d- Gafco^fw  W9S  fel  to  the  bary  .but  by 
the  indulgence  of  the  court,  h^d  ten  days  sdlo^M^  hirti 
fer  bringing  witncfs  to  tofwn.    Hrs  trial  came  on  ^  the  17th 

of  May ;   and  befidcs  the  evidence  of  Mr,  Patten, .  Mt. 

* 

did  lb  far  prevail  in  this  nation,    (b)  Cbar|es  R^dcHiFe, 

as  to  approve  of  a  moA  igno-  Charles  Widdrin^ton, 

Biinious  condufion  of  a  fucce/s-  Peregrine  Widdrington, 

iul  war,  by  a  ruinous  peace.  To  Efquires ; 

"render  friiitlcfs  any   concerted  John  Thornton, 

projed  of  the  regent,  or  any  Robert  Shaw, 

other  foreign  princes,  to  diilarp  Thomas  Errinjgton^ 

jthh  nation,    at  a  tinje    when  Philip  Hodsefon, 

eledlions,    or  the  approach  of  Donald  Robertibn, 

thcro,  have  raifcd  a  ferment  io  Tames  Swinburne^ 

the  minds  of  the  people :  and  William  Macklntofh, 

to  procure  to  the  clergy  an  in-  Angus  MackintolK, 

jerval  from   being  politicians,  James  Mackintofh, 

that  they  may  be  the  better  able  Alexander  Macrudd^r. 
ic  rake  care  of  their  flocks,  in    ' 
.the  manner  the   fcripture  has 

pftfcribcd.    *                  '  ' 

^  Forfter'l 


^ 
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9oiiot^  dtaprlabiy  Vila    dl^pofcd^  tftat  be  law  BAr.  Gaf^-  Gea  I« 
4X»gne  m  Mv.  Facfter^s  ooaipaAy  at  Preflon,  Mr«  Wjoe    1716* 
fliMide  otih,  *  TtuOv  coming  once  to  the  duchefs  of  Oc-  4 

inond%  be  (sw  the  prifoner^  Gafaugne,  in  her  gracefs 
dofet  Hiat,  being  iatEoduced,  be  (old  her  grace,  be 
was  juft  come  from  Trance,  and  had  feen  the  duke  but  fix 
S^js  before^  who  was  well,  and  would  be  here  quickly 
trom  Binronnc,  and  the  pretender  from  feme  other  place. 
Upon  wnidi  her  grace  cadled  for  a  map,  to  find  whereahouti 
Si.  Sebidfani  lanr.  That  he  was  aflced  by  her  grace,  what  : 
pBOfie  (aid  at  Fail,  e^MciaHy  in  rdatbn  to  Sr  Williasi 
Wyndham;  and  afted  Mr* Gaiboigne^  wfaedier  k  was  true 
ip^ich  was  Aid  jM  fte  public  nevsv,  that  he  had  letters  found 
fai  his  pocket  of  dangei-oua  cooTequence  i  Mr.  Gafixmie 
•fidd,  <  He  could  not  teU;  but,  if  it  were  fo,  a  £cho(d-b<qr' 
^  iraidd  deferve  to  be  <yhippcd  for  carrying  fuch  paper»  in 
^  his  pocket.'  It  being  at  diat  time  generally  difoDuifid 
about  sown,  that  Sir  Wiliiam  Wyndfaam  had  fursenderfd 
himfelf,  Mr.  Gafcoi^ne  6id,  *  He  had  lent  or  earned  bim 

Sie  of  the  proclamations  (but  die  evidence  could  not  be  p^ 
ive  whi^}  and  added,  if  he  was  taken,  their  defigo-  was 
rained,  for  there  were  an  hoadred  gentlemen,  wko  waittid 
onhr  for  a  fignal,  and  Sir  WUHam  would  be  at  the  head  of 

•eignt  or  nine  thou^nd  men.'  That  the  lady  Rocheflfr 
having  ssleed  him  (Mr.  Gafooigne)  where  Sir  wilKamwa^  t 

Hie  prifoner  refrfiect,  « Whether,  if  he  ihoald  teil  her  lady- 
^  (hip,  (he  would  not  make  afe  of  k  to  perfinde  htm  to  fiir- 
*  render  f  But,  if  it  were  only  to  give  Sir  William  notife 

3*  ofthe  proclamation,  he  told  her,  that  he  had  already  A»t 

^•^  him  one.'  Mr.  Wye  inrther  declared,  ^  That,  whon  ke 
Was  in  the  duchels*$  clofot,  he  faw  a  gentleman  drc^iin 
laced  fcarlet  dothM,  whom  he  uodetftood  to  be  one  oC  the 

•  Cotton'0 1  tod,  havbsbfinoe  feen  mr.  Cotton,  knew  it  to 

•  be  the  fame  perfen.'    There  were  fitoe  other  circumflanenh 
"*#ti^  Mr.  Wye  faid  Mr.  Gafoo^m  told  him,  particuladl|rft 

•  t)mt<the  prHboer  faid,  ^  He  came  to  London  to  learn  wbe- 

•  *tiier  SiJf  Wtiliam  V(v»ihsm  made  any  dtfcovery.'  Thcluiy, 
after  a  confiderable  ftay,  brought  in  Mr.  Gafcoigne  guittyjof 

•  high-treafon. 

Henry  Oxburffh  was  tried  Mayithe^tb,  and  made  a  jrft^ 
weak  defrnce.  .  Hit  cemicil,  ieijeant  Uamel  and  Mr*  K^t- 
tleby,'  endeavouieil'to  ftnre  htm  by  infifting  on  a  miihcmier 
-in  the  indi^mem,  ^Anroin  he  was  called  Oxboroogh, 
'Wi^eai  his  true  name  was  Oidiiu^h :  But,  that  l^ingtorer- 
"'Tided,  the  jury  biou^bim  in  guil^  of  iugb-treafon«  -  ( 
^'  B4  Oa 


rr 
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On  the  26cb  of  May,  Mr.  John  Hdl,  of  Otterbornt  to 
Northumberland,  was. brought  to  the  bar.  Thii^  gentlemaa 
\aA  been  a  jufljce  of  the  peace  in  his  eountry,  and  had  taken 
the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  abjuration.  He  was  found  guilty 
by  the  jury,  and  gloried  in  his  guilt  at  his  execution.  Oinr 
bur^h  was  the  firfl  of  thofe  who  fuiFered  at  Tyburn.  Qaf* 
coigne  had  been  a  common  fbarper,  and,  having  been  bub* 
bled:  by  gameflers  out  of  the  money  he  had  raifed  by  the  faie 
4Df  a  fmalj  eftate  in  Irriand,  fupported  himfelf  afterwards  bf 
defrauding  others.     He  wat  hanged,  drawn,  and  quarter^ 

;^  Tyburn  on  the  25th  of  May,  and  di^  a  Papift. 

John  Hume,  brother  of  the  earl  of  Hume,  wtt  tried  and 
•found  guilty  May  the  8th  ;  John  Farqubarfon  not  guilty/| 
and  Abicander  Menzies  guilty.  On  jthe  I2th,  "nionias 
Farquharfon  and  John  Eqnis  was  brought  to  their  trials* 
There  was  a  great  uproar  in  the  court  upon  the  jury's  bring* 
ing  in  J:''arquhaHbn  not  guilty,  though  the  evidence  was 

'  pwtive,  *  That  he  was  in  arms  with  the  rebels  at  Kelfe» 
and  at  Lancafter  where  the  pretender  was  proclaimed,  and 

•  alfo  at  Prefton/    Two  perfons,  who  clapped  and  (houled* 
^vere  apprehended ;  one  of  them,  who  was  fiimmoned  as;  a 

'  jtiiyman,  was  fined  j 00 1,  the  other  50].  and  a  year's. im- 
•^rifbnment.  The  fame  jury»  contrary  to  as  full  evidcnee  as 
.that  againft  Farquharipn,  acquitted  Ennis  likewife.  •  T|ie 
^  faine  day  five  rebel  prifoners  pleaded  guilty  ;  the  two  Mr* 
&augla8*s»  captain  Macqueah,  Mn  ScrimOiaw,  and  M^ 
fikesui*  who  received  ientence  of  death.    Three  d^ys  after 

•  c3me  on  the  trials  of  Richard  Townley .  and  Edward  Til- 
'^defley.  It  was  fworn  againft  Mr.  Towm^,  that  he  was  net 

dniy  among  the  rebels  at  Prefton^  ^  but  .that  there  ,  was  a 

trobp,    called  Mr.  Townley's  troop,   in   which  rodc..4|is 

eoacbman,  his  butler,  and  poftilion/    It  was  fworeagaiitft 

Mr.  Tildefley,  f  That  a  troop  of  the  rebels  w^t  bv  'Us 

/iiamealfos  and  that  he  rode  at  the  head  of  them  with  his 

•/cvord  drawn.'    Thefe  two  gentlemen  bad  nothing  to  fay  fiar 

-  tiUMnieives,  but  that  they  were  forced  to  do  what  they  diu) » 

and,    upon  this  flight  defence,   the  jmy  ^cquitt^  th^ 

•  both. 

Two  days  aft^r,  Mr.  baron  Montague  came  to  the  Maf-i 
'  ^laliea-court,  and  difcbarged  the  Surrey  jury,  after  having 

reprimanded  them  foridieir  behavimirin  the  late  trials^,  efpc- 
.'cially  in  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Townley  and  Mr,  TiWefley.  The 
y  bime  day  Mr.  Wogan  was  tried,  and  found  guilty ',  and  nifi^ 
-  Jov  Blair,  retracing  his  former  plea,  pleaded  g^^^-    C^iP* 

l^in  Lancelot  Mackintosh  tnd  Qiarks  lUtcIi^,  tivotber  to 
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flie  late  earl  of  Dsrwcntwatcr,  were  jikewife  fymA  piSky^  Gee.  I. 
snd  received  ientence  of  death.  I^l6» 

Alexander  Menzies  petitioned  the  king  formercyt  and  '   ' 

wa$  rqH-ieved*  as  were  the  reft  of  the  pertons  hitherto  con* 
demned  on  the  like  fiiboiii&on,  or  the  interceffion  of  their 
friends,  exceptig  thofe  who  are  already  mentioned  to  have 
been  executed. 

On  the  30th  of  May  came  on  the  trial  of  Mr.  John  Dal^ 
ton*  The  evidence  againft  him  being  pofitive^  the  jurf 
^und  him  guilty  s  upon  which  he  defircd  the  court  to  inter* 
/cede  with  the  king  for  mercy, 

Mr.  William  T unftal  pleaded  guilty  as  to  the  beine  takes 
in  arms>  but  not,  as  in  the  indidment,  of  any  dobgn  cif 
nmrdbring  the  king,  which  (he  faid)  never  entered  into  hb 
heart,  But  the  court  told  him,  *  That  he,  being  a  man  ct 
fenfe,  could  not  but  know,  had  the  rebellion  fuccetded,  it 
could  not  have  ended  otherwife,  fii|ce  it  was  certain,  that 
hi&  majefty  would  not  have  run  away,  as  the  mafter  they  had 
declared  for  had  already  done/  The  lord  chief  jufiice  rarkcr 
^dyifed  hhn  to  draw  up  the  ftate  of  what  he  had  to  fay  in  n 
petition,  and  he  would  recommend  it  to  the  kinjg. 
'  The  nqct  day  Philip  Hodgefon,  uncle  to  the  loid  Wid- 
irii^ton,  Charles  Widdriiigton,  Peregrine  Widdringtoo» 
ponald  Robertfon,  Alexander  Macrudder,  Thomas.  Eiw 
ringtqn,,  John  Naime,  ion  to  the  lord  Naime;  George  Ses^ 
ton^  jyho,  before  the  battle  of  Dumblain,  went  by  the  name 
DfdieearljofDumfeiJing;  John  Steward,  Dr.  Patrick  Blair» 
James  Rpbertibn,  WiUiam  GrierfoQ,  foii  of  Sir  Robert 
Grierfpn,  .of  h^ss*  ^^^  John  Cam^,  pleaded  guiltv  to 
fiieit  in^dipcnts.  But  Francis  Anderton,  Bafil  (£uniltoiit 
Archibald  gutter,  Wjlliam  Shaftoe,  and  William  Pau|» 
clerk,  pleaded  not  guilty  i  which  plea  ibme  of  them  after- 
wards fetraded,  and  pleaded  guilty,  while  others  were  tried 
^d  £01^  gui)^.  The  condemned  rebels  were  reprieved 
(am  time  to  time  i  but,  on  the  13th  of  July,  Jc4m  Hal}, 
gnd  William  Paul,  the  clergyman,  were  executed  at  Ty« 
^uriK    ' 

Hall,  in  his  dvlng  ipeech,  declared,  <  that  he  died  a  true 
^nd  fipceire  mepiner  of  the  Church  of  England,  but  not  of 
the  r^oH^ion  fcbifinatiod  church,  who(e  biihops  had  lb  re* 
.  bellioHfly  ab^doned  the  king,  and  fo  Yhamefiilly  given,  up 
Ac  nohtB  of  the  Chtirch^  by  fubmitting  to  the  unlawfid,  In« 
ir^i4Uiy-'depriyation;i  of  the  prince  ofOrange*  but  of  die 
true  catholic  nonjuring  piurch  of  England.*  Mr.  Pftul  like* 
W^  W!^^Bis4  himfidf  t  ion  of  the  Church  of  England^  but 


'i 


««  T  H  E    H  IS.T  O  R  Y 

^60.  t,  Hot  of  the  (chHinatfcal  diurch,  wfaofe  btfliopi  ftt  Ilieiiiiy<res 
1716.    up  in  oppofition  to  thofe  orthodox  fathers,  who  were  tmlsw* 
\  falfy'and  invalidly  deprived  by  the  prince  of  Orange.    I  de« 

dar6,  fays  he,  *  that  I  renounce  diat  communion,  and  that 
I  die  a  dutifb!  and  faithful  member  of  the  noi^urmg  churdt^ 
whtchlias  kept  itfelf  free  from  rebellion  and  fcbifm,  tnd  hag 
preferved  and  maintained  true  orthodox  princij^es,  both  as  tb 
Chtircb  and  ftate/  Yet  this  fame  man,  in  a  petition  to  the 
lord  chtef-juiltce  King,  after  fentence,  had  declared,  <  That 
thro'  the  grace  of  God,  he  had  a  deep  mfight  into,  and  a  livdjr 
fenfe  of  his  crimes ;  which  he  did  now  at  laft  deteft  and  ab>- 
Imr,  from  the  bottom  of  his  ibul,  and  begged  pardon  of  God, 
and  kirng  George,  and  his  native  country,  againft  all- which 
%e  had  highly  bflended,  and  did  now  iuicerdy  repent,  and 
-declare  his  unfeigned  forrow,  in  having  been  itmrumentil 
towards  encouraging  iand  promoting  the  fame/ 

And,  in  a  petition  to  the  king,  *  He  humbly  begged  leaie, 

^'aU  forrow  of  Ti^rt,  to  acknowledge  his  great  and  heinous 

y>llence,  and  did,  from  die  bottom'  of  his  heart,   aft  par* 

'jjon  of  God,  his  moft  iacred  m^efty,  and  die  Church  and 

nation* 

Cjdogtn  «-•    Geiletsd  CadOgv^j^^bnm  die  duke  of  Argyle  had  left  in 

?coiar*  •S(;odand,  hid  now  exdoguifhed  all  remains  of  the  lebelltoii, 

1>Glth  by  fecbring  the  chie%,  and  dtfarming  their  dependanci. 

TVbbot  thie  inid^me  of  April,  the  xnarquis  of  Huntley,  eldeft 

'loTk  of  jAit  duke  of  Gordon,  the  lord  Rollo,  Sir  Thomas  Cal* 

*dcr,  and  the  laird  of  TannaeJue,  weie  brought  from  the 

■'ifrorth  of  Sbotlarid  to 'Edinbargbr,  and  committed  to  the  cafile. 

^lengary,  a  famous  leader  of  the  rebels,  furrendered  himfelf 

•fb  the  duke  ijf  Athol,  which  intltned  many  of  the  Hi^^ 

^lanilcrs  to  fubmft,  as  did  the  greatcft  part  of  the  earl  of  Sea* 

"forth'svaflals;  and  all  the  dans,  exeept  thofeof  the  weftern 

'ifles,  being  reduced,  two  detachments,  one  of  fix  hundred, 

die  other  of  three  hundred  men,  were  fent  tothofeifl^,  un- 

'  rfer  the  confmand  oF  ccJonel  Clayton,  and  Keutenanf^coloncl 

"Cholwohdley,  upon  which  all  thfc  lebds  in  the  ille'of  Sfcie 

fubmiited  to  mercy,   .The  rebels  in  the  other  iflands  follow- 

jiigthiit  exatnple,  general  Cadogan  returned  to  Edinburgh, 

'arid  ftom  thence  to  London,  where  he  arrived  die  i8th  of 

"May,  .havire  left  the  command  of  the  forces  in  Scoflahd 

'*^titb  genera  Sabine,  and  ordered  the  Dutch  troopa  to  march 

^ftkck  into  England,  where  they  embarked  for  H<>n&nd,  alfer 

having  xedtwtio  both  officers  and  foldiers,  marks  of  the 

'  kina^  Ddunty/of  tbrir  good  frm 

3  'U 
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A Mnpit-mflidl  fiftiog  at  Idfaibtir^  oMidr  t»  miifSm  (ha^H 

ihe  foUowiJig  Scots offic«rs,  who  fakd  defated  ftomtliirDulKfi    SftBk 
fervice  Co  the  pretender,  to  be  hanged  in  tffigy  at  tlirffiaift«t(>  ■!     i     ■ 
€t{Ay  inrthe  Cannon^Gate)  £dinfaui^9  amfitbeil  names  to^f^l^^^^ 
^  infcribed  Knwd  the  gallows  (c),  \  ^ST  **^ 

.  CoBgrafcuiaioory  addieiles  were  prtfentad  to  tto  knig  tnm 
the  city  of  London,  and  moft  of  the  comimBiitissi  m  ijbit  . 
Jcingdom,  upon  the  intire  fuppreffion  of  the  rebellion ;  and 
jthe  7th  of  June  was  appointed  feabd  kept  as  sida}iof  ibsMk^ 
giving.  .  •• 

On  the  3d  of  May,  Mr*  Hanr^^  of  Cooibe^  whdi  had 
teen  in  the  meflenger's  hands  fince  he  ftabbed  himieify  waa 
^examined  before  a  committee  of  the  council,  and  finot  to 
Newgatp,  About  a  week  after»  Mr.  Thomas  HzAcfy  who 
^ad  been  formerly  committe4  to  the  (jatehoule,  hy  asdex  of 
the  houfe  of  commons,  for  his  prevaricating  anfwers,  to  yief^ 
tions  that  were  put  to  him  concernina  his  n^otiations 
abroad,  and  was  fuppofed  to  have' beeollill  SLfdhs^er,  wai 
found  in  a  houfe  in  St.  Martin's^lane,  by  mefleng^  ^ho 
[w^refearching  for  fome  of  the  re|)eU  that  had  lately  e£:;^pcd 
out  of  Newgate,  Mr.  Harlev  h^A  a  g^eat  parcel  af.papom 
before  him,  which  were  feized,  and  himfelf  comtiittM  tqi  the 
jGateboufe.  i4     *  " 

The  king,  flrengthened  by  his  late  trieaty  with  Spai|i»  and  The  kiag 
}>y  that  which  he  was  now  certeUn  of  concluding  j^ifh  die  rerolves  tm 
.duke  of  Orleans,  and  fecure  of  having  fo  faithful  a  parliA-  ^  ^^'^^ 
'ipent  for  five  years  more,  thouehj^  he.1|iould  run  np  rift:  io 
viiiting  his  Gennan,  dominions  u^uipBim^'s  where,  affairs  of 
fecrecy  and  importance  required  his  pKcfence.    fiut4t,^ing 
provided,  by  the  ^  a<^  for  the  further  limitation  of  the  crown^ 
gic,  th;^t  no  p^xfon^  who  ihould  tih^nuifter  come  to  tl^  pc^Ief* 
fion  of  the  crown^  (hpuld  go  out  of  the  dominions  of  J£ng^ 
land,  Scodand,  or  Ireland,  without  conlent  of  parUainent  :* 
; The. court  was  fome. time. ii>  fu(j^encet  which  way:  to  get 
rovet  that  refiridion.    The  aiking  d»:  narliament's  cpnmt 

S'  a-meflage,  or  x>the(w(ie,  being  diou]^  too  defOgatory  fo 
e  royal  prerogt^ive^  and  ibme  leading  members  of  th^hMfe 

' '  (c)  Thcfe  were :  Captab  '  Creightcto,  of  Murti/yr  r  Uce- 
Jolin  Hepbame,  enftgfi  Patridc    tenant  Mimay,  enfign  mllas, 

'BtoiA,  enfigir  Williams,  Cai-  enfign  Bbiwal,  and  enfign  Ro- 
denvood,  of  Dpuglafi's  rcgi«'  bcrttbn,  ofCofficrt,  and  en« 
ment,  licutenarrt  Fleming,   eo-    fign  Owtn^^  of  Wood's  rcgt- 

^iigirChalmei^,andenfignCarft,    sfiSt^ 
af  lender's  s    ettfett  >¥aiiani     .       •   '   ' 

m 
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Geo.  I.  of  eotBmom  being  maie  fenfiUe  of  it.  Sir  John  Copemored 
1716..  for  rcspeoling  this  reftiidioo;  which  being  agreed  co»  abill 
paOcdfaothMufes  for  that  porpofe(d). 
Tkt  pariiflt-  :  When  the  king  came  to  the  houfe  of  peers  to  pafs  tbit^ 
wMtn  pro-  and  many  other  bills,  and .  to  put  an  end  to  the  feffion,  the 
'^^^  foOowiog  fpeech  was  by  hit  order  delivered  to  both  houfet  by 
fr.  H.C.    the  lord  chancellor. 

:  ^  My.  lords  and  geatliBmen, 

^Kt  ldag*icc  Y  Cannot  put  an  end  to  this  feffion,  without  exprcffing 

**^^'       **  X  to  you  my  fatisfedion  in  the  proceedings  of  this  par- 

*^  liament.     The  wholefome  and  neceflary  laws,   which 

^  have  been  pailid  with  fo  much  fteadinefs,  refolution,  and 

^  unanimity,  w31,  I  truft  in  God,  anfwer  thofegood  ends» 

^*  which,  it  is  evident,  ^ou  have  had  in  view,  by  defeating 

^*  die  defigns,  and  reducmg  the  fpirit  of  our  enemies,  by  en- 

'^  toUfaging  our  friends,  and  raifmg  the  credit  and  reputa* 

**  tion  of  the  nation  abroad  to  fuch  a  deme,  as  that  I  may 

'**  teafonablv  exped^  the  fruits  of  a  fettled  government  $  efpe* 

**  cindly  being  fupported  by  a  parliament,  zealous  for  the 

^^  prbip^nty  of  th^ir  country,  and  the  Proteftant  intereft  of 

'^  Eiittope. 

^^  I  aip  confident,  mjr  condud  hitherto  in  fuppreffing  thb 
^  rebdlion,  and  punifliin^  thofe  concerned  in  it,  has  been 
<«  fueh;  as  demohftrattes,  mat  I  defire  rather  to  leilen  their 
~^  ntimbers  bv, reclaiming  them,  than  by  making  examples; 
;**  but  I  ztn  lorr^  tb  finds  that  the  numerous  inftances  of 
''<  mercy,  which  Tlialvd  Qiewn,  have  had  no  other  efied,  than 
*'^  to  encourage  the  fii^on  of  the  pretender  to  renew  their  infuhs 

(d)  Before   the  king  went  ton  in  Ireland,  vifcount  Caftic* 

abrofiid,  he  made  the  mllo^mg  too  in. England;  Sir^  Henry  St. 

€reatk>Rf  and  promotions:  Tho-  John, vticonncSt.  John; George. 

*  mas, -lord   Conineibyr  of  the  lord  Newbnrg,  of  Ireland,  lord 

kifmbmoflreland,  bsmoCpn*  Newburg,'    of    Anglefey,  ■  in 

kiff^j9  <^  ConingiIiy»  in  the  Wales  1   Mr.  Edgecombe  was 

county  of  Lincoln ;  Sir  Richard  niade  one  of  the  lords  of  the 

Onflow,  baron  Onflow,  of  On-  treafor^;  Mr.  Methnen,  one  of 

jQqw»  in  the  -county  of  Salop ;  his  majefty's  prindnal  fecreta- 

Thoma^   Newport*    baron   of  ries  of  ftate ;  and  Xlr.  Hamn* 

Torrington*  in  the  cpunty  of  den,  one  of  the  tellers  of  the 

jbevon  ;  William  Cadogah,  ba-  exchequer.      Mr.  baron  Buiy 

ronof  K^^ing,  in  the  county  ^s  declared  lord  chief-baron 

of  Berks;  and  Sir  Robert  Mar*  or  the  exchequer^  in  the  rpom 

fliam,  baron  of  RoaMiey,'lii  the  of  Sir  Samttel  Dodd* 
county  of  Kent;  vifcount  QufUe*  .    ^    ' 

«  upon 
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^  upon  my  audKurity,  and  tbe  laws  oF  die  kingdom,  and  Geo*  I»* 

^  even  to  tScSt^  with  the  greateft  infolence,  to  diftin|uifli    X7l6» 

**  themfelves  from  my  good  and  faithful  fubjeds,   arang< 

f  <  with  fuch  folly  and  m^nefi,  as  if  thcnr  intended  to  con« 

*<  vince  the  world,  that  they  are  not  to  oe  reduced  to  quiet 

^  and  fubmiffion  to  my  government,  by  fuch  gentle  methods^ 

**  as  art  moft  agreeable  to  my  own  inclinadons. 

**  Gendemen  of  the  houie  of  commons, 

^  I  return  you  in  particular  my  thanks  for  the  fuppliei 
<<  you  have  given ;  which,  although  they  fall  fliort  0[  dit 
*<  rums  you  found  neoeffiry,  and  have  voted  for  the  fervict 
**  of  the  whole  year ;  yet,  by  the  encouragement  you  hay* 
<*  given  to  make  them  effiedual,  may,  I  tepe,  be  fo  mana* 
^<  ged,  as  to  carry  on  the  current  fervicc  du  another  feffiM 
**  of  parliament. 

<<  My  Lords  and  gendement 

<^  I  am  very  feniible,  there  are  matters  of  ereat  confe- 
^  quence  itiU  depending  before  you ;  but,  as  they  have  id* 
^  tnerto  been  poftponed  out  of  abfblute  neceffity,  by  inter* 
«<  vening  affairs  of  a  more  preffing  nature,  and  of  tne  moA 
*^  immediate  concern  to  the  peace  and  fafety  of  the  nadon^ 
^  I  thought  the  fealbn  of  the  year  required,  I  (hoold  defer 
*^  your  further  proceedings  till  the  next  feffion,  rather  than 
^  you  fliould  be  detained  oat  of  your  refpedive  counties 
^  longer  than  could  be  confident  with  your  private  con* 
*«  cems. 

**  }  cannot  doubt  but  diat,  during  this  recefs,  you  will  ufe 
^  aD  your  beft  endeavours  to  preferve  the  peace  of  the  king- 
**  dom,  and  to  difcourage  and  fupprefs  all  manner  of  difor- 
^^  ders,  iince,  as  the  fim  fcene  oi  the  late  rebellion  was^ 
**  opened  and  ulhered  in  by  tumults  and  riots,  (o  you  may 
^  be  afiured,  upon  what  pretence  (bever  they  are  raifed,  they 
^^  can  have  no  other  tendency,  but  to  fuppott  a  fpfrit  of 
M  faction,  reftlefsand  unwearied  in  their  endeavours  to,re' 
^^  new  tbe  rebellion,  and  to  fubyert  the  religion^  Jaws,,  and 
•*  liberties  of  their  country. 

.  *<  I  defign  to  make  uie  of  the  approaching  recefs,  to  vifit 
^  f|iy  dominions  in  Gennany,  and  to  pnovidp  for  the  peace 
f*  and  fecurity  of  the  ku^gdom  during  my  id>feDcev  by  coo* 


^<  ftitiidng  my  beloved'  fon,  tbe  prince  of  Wal^  ftMrdiaii 

r  litutenanr  within  the  IhiM.^ 


^  of  the  realms  andim 

;Aft«r 
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7iivt9  «nM  rlhlfi  \wg  jTeffioa  of  ^  &rft  Bridfb  {Sarliam^ne 
•  AMfoA't  Qij^  j^  j^  ^Q^eocge^  T;bi3  fHtrliaAeot  *»  .by  the  «x<fel- 
fieeboMen  j^^^  ^  fi»feiBAl«i^  .of  the  Ws,  cn^  .by  theto,  reco- 
vered their  CQttjMry<»  in.agr«ft(  wi^rti  oiit  of  ks  confufians^ 
and  provided  for  its  future  peace  and  happinefs^  under  the 
prefenC  eftablifhment*  Tfaek  unanimous  and  regular  pro- 
cc^qgs;  die  abfisilute  n^cdfit/  of  .foni^  f^,  wbi<;h  wertf 
pffcA,  wditheir  difmcUnation  ,to  ^ea^iend  ii;hem  .my  kag^ 
t^  .^at  ^qppftty  cequired^  .th.^ir  imoifeft  a^erfiop  to^ntef 
Ifffiff.  IcbeiQ|sa»  whiqb  tbe  epemies  x>f  tl^  /nation  b^  infi-* 
m^j^  ^  Jn^ve  been  tlu^ir  ^efiga  j  together  with  that  temper 
^  ;6uf:aJUe  Xo  the  dignity  of  4uch  an^flembly»  atajundure^ 
when  it  might  have  been  expeded,  that  very  unufu^  hsatt 
would  have  arifen  in  an  houfe  of  commons  ib  zealous  for  thdf 
king  and  country,  were  fufEpioitt  t»i^kt  itbofe  gronndle& 
j^QH^  iUld  iQ^fpiCion^  .which  ^ad  been  ioduftriaufly  pnn 
pfjg^tjsiTby|be.ill-wiflier3  to  our  conftitutioo- 
lUtfti,  jTbc  Jung  ^ad  but  too  )uft  caufe  to  complaiii  of  the  kefh 

intuit?  pf  tlK^&fied.ed,  notwithftandin^  the  many  inflanc^ 
pf  iis  j(3^me8py^  jEor  on  the  ^9th  of  May  (king  Charles.^ 
tcSburHiQn)  t^e  Jacpbite  and  Tory  /^flions  had  diftinguilbQl 
iheipifilve^  1>y  wearing  ^oaken  boMgh^^  and  on  the  loth  9i 
^nCj.  ih^  ^etitnder*$  .bir^-day,  W  wearing  white  rofet^ 
Bjit  tbe  fpicit  of  difaff^ftion  ^ew^  kfdif.no  wJiere  mozti 
openly  than  at  Oxford.  On  the  28th  of  May  the  Idng!^ 
biitMjiy^  .all  the  .windows  :tbi,t  wene^illunuosted  there,;  were 
bxpkfln.t9  i^eccai  as  were  all  .thie  windows  xh»t  were  not  iU 
luminaned  the  nkxt  daj,  being  the  anntverfs^ijr  of  the  reftors^ 
tipn  [fi).  To  prevent  the  ilfefieds  of  this  dHaSe£lion,  foU 
diers  were  quartered  there,  who,  as, they  were  chearfully  and 
peaoeablv  oelebratiiig  the  prince  of  W^es^s  bilrth-day,-  westf 
itiiukid  oy  both  the  fcholars  and  townfmen;  Stones  wer^ 
Kbrown  mto  the  windows  of  the  Sur-fam,  where  the  ofiSicerr 

«        < 

(e)   At  tke  next  aiEzes,  a-  <  Oi:mond  for  ever  /  and  £ne(f 

Bong  othen.  Wood*  mandpte  and  inrprifoned  for  the  fame.- 

Of  Balfol,  and  Mr.  Stirlmfl^  of  The  Political  Stitte  fo^  July 

die  teeeoUcge,  wers  tried  fer  1716,  fi^Si  that  he  was  tried 

oufing  this^ng :  But  Stii&i^  Mr  eimn«;  the  Jong  aad  ^rovtrti* 

waajafiq^itMd.   Mr.  Fmak  Nt-  meat :  Bniji  b  a  ounke,  for 

cholls,  a  ^f^tm^onct  fif/^KWt  ;be  waaitop4  o^Y  -fix  die/ad 

fcUffl^t  about  fifteen  yean  of  above-mentioned,  as  appears  by 

9^^  was  tried  lor  ciying  out,  tfaextcord, 

and 
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nd  fome  lojral  gentlemen  were  met)  who  were  atfttclrcJ  fcv  Geo,  l^ 
the  difiiffe£led  party  when  they  came  but  to  drink  the  Icine  a    1716* 
and  the  loyal  family's  health  at  the  bonfire.    Provoked  hv  ■ 

tbefe  affronts,  the  Ibldiers  broke  the  windows  of  the  difaN 
|efied>  and  committed  fome  other  diibrders.  When  the 
vice-chancellor  and  the  mayor  fent  up  their  depofitions  to 
courty  the^  took  no  notice  of  the  infults  the  officers  and  ibl* 
diers  had  met  with,  but  only  of  what  the  foldiers  had  done 
by  way  of  reprifab.  As  this  afiair  came  before  the  parli^^ 
ment^  it  will  be  mentioned  more  largely  hereafter* 
On  the  13th  of  June,  general  Maccartney,  who  had  re<r  Mac€trtiie]r 


turned  to  England  fome  time  before,  took  his  trial  for  the  ^^^ 
pretended  murder  of  the  duke  of  Hamilton,  Colonel  Ha«' 
siilton,  who,  in  the  queen's  time,  had  given  fuch  a  poiltive 
evidence^  that  be  faw  '^neral  Maccartney  give  the  duke  hia 
mortal  wound,  now  deviated  from  it,  and  only  averred,  that 
he  faw  his  fword  over  the  duke's  ihoulder..  The  faUhood  of 
which  appeared  by  the  evidence  of  the  two  park-keepers, 
who  flood  firm  to  their  former  depofitions,  <  That  ihej  had 
taken  the  fwords  fron\  general  Maccartney  and  ooiooid  Ha«> 
milton,  when  they  went  tQ  the  relief  of  the  duke  and  lord 
Mohun/  And  one  of  them  depofed,  that  he  had  been  of* 
fered  two  handfuls  of  gold,  and  a  place  of  100  L  a  year,  by 
the  lord  Bolingbroke,  i£  he  would  fivear,  .that  Mr.  Mac* 
cartnev  killed  the  duke.  The  jury  acquitted  Mr.  Maccad^ 
ney  of  the  murder,  and  he  was  difcharged  of  the  manflaugh* 
terby  lAe  formality  t)f  a  cold  iron  immediately  made  ufe  of 
tofrev&at  appeal  He  was  fooa  after  refloned  to  bis  tznk  nt 
At^mn^,  and  Jiad  she  tailof  Oiaery's  legiment  ^ivea 
jum*  . 

Tfaeking^  before  bis  departure,  appointed  the  prince  oFTh«  prince 
Wales.gua^an  of  the  rcahn,  and  his  lieutenant,  during  his  ^^*^^„. 
abfence.    The  titles  of  duke  of  York,  and  Albany,  and  carl  jj^  ^f  ^ 
TOf  Ulfter,  were  given  to  prince  Erneft,  bifhop  of  Ofnaburg,  mlia» 
the  king's  brother,  who  with  prince  Frederick,  wis  filfo  made 
luii^ht  of  the  garter*     The  duke  of  Devonfhire  was  made 
orehdent  of  the  council,  ^nd  his  plaoe  of  lord  fkwaid  of  the 
ihouSbold  was  given  to  the  duke  c^  Kent.    The:  earl  of  P^m^ 
Hand  was  made  marquis  dF  TitdifieU,  and  duke  of  PocdandL 
Thefe  promotions  were  'attended  with  unej^peded  'difgfacesu 
^heduke  of  Al'gyle,  ahd  his  brother  the  carl  of  Ifey,  •*«* 
lemoved  from  aU  their  employments  [f).     T^icy  had  IwA 
•  diftin- 

JO  A.Uil  of  At  duke's,  ppfts   .p^Uck,.^  to  thif  efied ;  :  j  ^j 
CHiployments   was   made        Gevemor  and  Commander.        ' 


Geo.  I.  diftinguUhed  themfelvea  by  didr  zeal  and  fervicet  for  die  ^icM 
Ijrt6.    vemraent;  And  the  king  had  in  fome  meafure  put  his  crowit 

'  into  their  hands,  by  placing  them  at  the  head  of  Hb  armiet 

In  Scotland.  They  had  all  along  voted  in  the  houfd  of  lords 
on  the  court-fide ;  and  therefore  their  removal  wsi^fhemortf 
ftranse.  Whatever  n^ight  be  the  caufe,  their  pofts  wertf 
difi)o7ed  of,  to  (hew  there  wa^  n0  rdom  to  expedi  being  re-* 
ftored.  General  Carpenter  wsls  made  commander  in  diief  of 
the  forces  in  Scotland,  and  governor  of  Minorca  and  Port- 
Mahon,  and  die  duke  of  Montrofe  Was  appointed  lord  derk« 
fegifter  of  Scodand,  in  the  room  of  thi^  earl  of  Ilay. '    - 

'^^^      On  the  7th  of  July,  the  kirig  fct  out  fix>m  St.  James's^ 

*****  "*  *  took  water  at  the  Tower,  and  arrived  about  two  in  the  skftef^' 
hoon  at  Gravefend,  where  he  went  on  board  the  Carolihif 

S[:ht(g).  He  was  attended  by  Mr.  fecretary  Stanhope^ 
r.  Bofcawen,  comptroller  of  the  houfhold,  the  Officers  of 
the  greet!  doth,  and  moft  of  his  German  miniffers,  whol^. 
embarked  in  odier  yachts.  In  Margate  Road  they  met  at- 
Iquadron  of  men  of  war,  comman<fed  by  admiral  Aylther  i 
and  diey  all  made  the  coadft  of  Holland  the  91th  of  Jtxly  in  thtf 
iiiorning.  About  four  in  the  aftemoorr,  the  king  wentf 
aihore,  and  paifed  thtxHigh  Holland  mcognito;  lay  at  voorts^* 
tbe^rl  of  Albemarle's  feat,  and  arrived  4t  Hanover  the  i5tif 
of  July;  and,  on  the  20th,  fet  ottt  for  Pyrmom  W  drihlC 
'Ae  waters. 

in  chief  of  aD   hn  majefty^s  likewMe  chief  tofd  of  tlie  jaftli* 

fdrces  in  Scodand  t  general  of  dary,  and  loi^  clerk-reglfier  M* 

the  king's  armies;  lord-lkule-  Scotlaiid.    The  hereditary  gidi 

iiant  of  thefhire  of  Dumbarton;  vemmeftts,    fheriffUoms^     &d 

lord-Ueuteaant  of  cbe  county  of  which  <he  dtekxe  and  earl  pofr 

Surrey;  privy-coimfellorf  colo*  fefled  in*  Scotland,  they  could 

ad  of  the  royal  blue  regiment  not    be.  deprived  of;   ndther^ 

of  horie ;  governor  of  the  iftand  coald  tfie  earl  be  removed  from' 

of  Minorca ;  governor  of  Port-  his  place  in  the  judiciary,  whic& 

Mahon»  in  the  faid  ifland ;  firft  i^a2i»  as  thofe  of  the  judges  are 

gendeman  of  the  beddia^hber,  in  ^i^laad»  *  quam  dSU  fe  heat 

and  groom  of  die  ftolb  to  the  ^  gefleriht/  or  i^ther,  for  lift. 

frince  of  Wales;  and  knight  Of  thefepfefeirihents,  pofts,  anti* 

of  the  garter.    W&ether  hie  war  trufts»  the  duke  was  dii|K>flefltd' 

mvemor  of  Edinburgh  caftle  at  at  onct, 
&e  little  of  his  being  thus  dif-        (g>  /the  diilee  of  Atgyle/-  it 

ailfledf  is  a  doobt  s   bat  to  all  was  oUerved,  waited  that  morn* 

t&efe  is  to  be  added  a  penfion  of  inglon  die  king,'  and  was*  for  w 

3000I.  per  annum*  granted  him  few  ittinutes  in  private  confs* 

bf  die  king.    His  bredier  was    Mice'wi'di  Uni*    Pol.  Sat. 

at.  i 


\ 
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'f  hc'ktjtg  was  abfent  fix  months,  during  which,  the  fitua-  Geo*  I. 
tlon  of  affairs  in  Great  Britain  remained  much  the  fame,  and     ij  16. 
all  was  at  laft  as  quiet,  as  if  he  had  himfelf  been   prefent.' 
The  prince  (doubtlefs  by  his  orders)   fet  feveral  prifoners  at  j'roceed'mg* 
liberty,  and  repriei^ed  others  (a).     The  paflage  from  Dover  g'bfcncc!"*  * 
to  Calaisr  was  opened,  and  paflports  no  longer  required  to  go 
from  England  to  France.     The  king's  enemies  aff'ec.cd  to 
Believe  and  give  out,  that  thefe  proceedings  were  all  owing 
to  the  princess  good  dlfpofition,  of  which  he  woiild   have 
fhewii  many  more  proofs,  had  it  been  In  his  power.     This 
was  carried  fo  far,  that  addrefles  were  preparing  at  Oxft  rd 
and  Gloucelter,  and   other  places,  to  be  prcfentcd  tc  the 
prince,  to  extol  his  wlfdom  in  the  adminiftration  of  aft'atrs, 
dnd,  in  particular,  his  aiTability  and  gracioufiiefs  to  ^  all  per- 
^fons  without  diftinfiion  of  parties/    It  was  (bon  perceived, 

(a)  On  the  4th  of  Aiiguft  the  fus,  who,  as  captain  of  a  man  . 

earl  of  Wintoun  made  his  efcape  of  war,  muft  have  abjured  the 

but  of  the  Towe^    Onthei^th  pretender,   and  afterwards  en- 

lllr.  FarquhaHbn  of"  Invercald  tered  into  his  feryicc,  by  join-  , 

was  fet  at  liberty  out  of  the  Mar-  ing  with  the  rebels  iti  Scotland, 

flialfea,  as  was  likewife  the  fame  was   from   Hamburg    brought 

day  the  laird  of  Mackintofh,  prifoner  t6  London,    examined 

out  of  the  Flefet-Prifbn.      Mr.  ny  Mr.  fec^etary  Methueh,  and 

John   Mackintofh,    a    lawyer,  committed  clofe  prifoner  to  the 

ilnder  fentence  of  death,    was  Tower.    Some  time  after  four- 

al(b    releafed  from    Newgate ;  teen  of  the  rebel  prifoners  were 

and  Mr.    Tames    ))rummond,  difcharged    out    6f   Newgate, 

who  was  ^aken  prifoner  at  Dum-  George  Set6n;    Charlfes  Max- 

blain,  frorti  the  ciiflody  of  a  well,  Edmund  Maxwell,   Wil- 

liieilenger.      About    the  fame  liam  Dalmahoy,  Alexander  For- 

tlme  pardo'iis  paffed  tie   feals  ftcr,  Alexander  Milne,  Francis 

for  fome  oflier  prifoners,  and  in  Congleton,  Alexander  Congle- 

f 'articular  for  Charles  RadcliiFc,  ton,  Thomas  Anderfon,  David 

lother  tothe  lateearl  of  Der-  Hall,    George   Skinner,    "^il- 

vcntwater,  and  forMr.  Wogah;  Uam  Dtindafs,  merchants;  znd 

%i  likewii^  a  further  reprieve  of  Mr.  LyOn'.     The  faftie  day  the 

three  iho/itHs  was  granted  to  the  following  perfons  were  releafed 

©ther  rebel  prifoners  under  fen-  from  the  MarlhaJfca ;  Mr.  Win- 

tence  of  death'.    But  Mr.  Rad-  r^m,   fehior,   Mr.   Crow,    Mr. 

clifle,  making  foihe  difficulty  of  Conhingh^m  6f  Will,  Mr.  Wil- 

afcceptiftg  the  pardon,  was  de-  liam  Scot,  Mr.  Calruthers,  Mr. 

twned  ill  Newgate  ttill  he  made  Murray,  Mr:  Grierfcn,  and  Mr. 

his  efcajpe  from  theftce  oh  the  William'  Maxwell.     Builer  ancf 

I'tth  of  t)eceipber  following;  Samburne,    two  of    the    rebel 

as  Mr.  Bfuce,    another  of  the  prifoners,  died  in  Newgate  j  an<f 

rebel  prifoners,  had  done  on  the  another    Samburne    ftiadc    hitf 

20th  of  Augtfft.    The  lord  Duf-  efcape  out  t)f  it. 
Vol.  XIX.  C  thatj 
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Geo.  L  that  Ms  infinuated  a  refledion  upon  the  king  ;md  bis  mini- 
1 716.    ftry,  and  therefore  it  was  declared,  the  prince  would  receive 

'  '_         no  addreflfes  that  were  not  diredly  made  to  the  throne. 

pmL^'ILi       ^^^  papers  and  fpeecbes  of  lome  of  the  rebek  that  were 

ifeuT  executed,  particularly  of  Mr.  Hall  and  Mr.  Paul,  made 
great  impreffion  on  many  people.  Their  execution,  inftsad 
of  leflehmg,  rather  increafed  the  number  of  the  Jacobites  ; 
nor  were  they  deterred  from  declaring  themfdves.  Seditious 
fermons  were  preached,  and  libels  againft  the  governfoent 
were  publiihed  (b).    By  thefe  means  a  fpirit  of  mutiny  and 

rebel*** 


fb)  The  moft  aoted  pam- 
phlet was  publiihed  b^  Lau- 
rence Howely  (z  nonjunng  cler- 
gynuui)  indtled,   *  The  &fe  of 

<  Schifm  in  the  Church  of  Euj^- 

<  Ian4  truly  flated;*    wherem 
are  the  foUowing  pailages : 

*  The  authority  of  the  Charch 
of  Ei^laad,  and  confequendy 
she  Cnorch  of  Enjgrland  itielt, 
was  with  the  deprived  biihops 
and  clergy,  ana  remaps  uhl 
with  their  fuc^^fibrs,  who  alone 
have  immediately  adhered  to  her 
true  constitutions  andpriniiples. 
That  al]»  who  depart  mm  tneoif 
are,  at  leafl,  in  a  (late  of 
fcHifra. 

That  the  canonical  metropo* 
litan,  archbifhop  Sancroft,  was 
not  only  diiplaced,  but  a  fulled* 
prefbvtcr  0/  his  rDr.  TUlotlbn) 
was  hoifted  into  his  room;  and, 
when  God  had  removed  him, 
another  (Dr.  Tenifen)  was  fet 
up  in  his  place,  as  head  of  the 
fchifm.  And  under  the  biihops, 
who  adlually  did  this,  or  thofe 
who  approved  what  they  had 
done,  by  joining  in  communion 
with  them,  in  oppoiition  to  the 
true  canonical  biinops,  have  all 
the  parochial  clergy  a&d,  and 
joined  with  them, '  againil  the 
canonical  biihops;  and»  being 
thus  joined  with  them,  diey  be- 


come fchiimaiics ;  and  thofe 
who  have,  c^  ftili  do  oontinae 
to  join  widi  thefe  parodii^l. 
clergy,  do  join  in  the  ichifiiiy 
and  therebv  become  guilty  of 
fchiim.  Let  them  therefore 
have  been  never  fo  canonicalljr 
ordained,  and  placed  over  • 
flock,  ^et,  by  dofing  with 
fchiimatics,  they  have  forfeited 
ail,  and  cannot  di^enie  the  or* 
dinances  of  God  with  any  be* 
nefit,  God's  grace  and  influence, 
then  and  now,  fbriaking  them. 
And  to  join  cofomanion  with 
thfm,  is  wf  only  to  loft  die 
bene&t  of  theoriinance,  hof  to 
join  in  the  ichifm ;  is,  to  join 
widi  thofe,  whom  they  ooghc 
to  oppofe  with  aU  thdr  might, 
as  violators  and  grand  enemies 
of  the  unity  and  peace  of  God's 
Church/ 

Li  the  condafion,  the  author 
cites  the  fecond  canon  of  the 
Charch  of  England,  and  dien 
proceeds  to  affinn : 

That  by  king,  mentioned  in 
this  canon,  is  to  be  underfbod 
(according  to  the  undoubted 

Erinciples  of  the  Church  of  £ng- 
md)  that  peribn,  who  is  poi^ 
fefled  of  the  throne,  according 
to  the  civil  inftitution  of  the 
Englifli  hereditary  monarchy. 
Whoibever  difbwns  his  autho- 
rity. 
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tcBellion  was  kept  up  among  the  diforderly  rabble*    ^o  great  Goo.  L 
Was  the  difaffe^ion  to  the  government  at  Oxford^  that  (oU     1716. 


diers 


^Mtt 


nt/9  &c.  by  the  cation^  incurs 
the  fentence  of  excomxnanica* 
tioo,  iplb  faftb. 

If  kinfi^  James  !I.  h^  a  right, 
the  revolntionifts  and  comphers 
were  excomxtinmcated  by  this 
canon ;  fbr,  in  depriving  their 
rightful  king,  they  di^wn^d 
his  authority,  &c.  *That  he 
.had  a  right,  ancf  continued 
claimingtKy  his  death,  none  can 
deny :  Witnefs  his  peHonal  af- 
fertion  of  his  right  in  Ireland^ 
his  public  manifeflo  at  the  treaty 
of  Kyfwick,  (wherein  he  de- 
dares  to  the  world,  that  that 
peace  was  founded  upon  the 
ufutpation  of  his  kingdoms)  and 
other  declarations  to  the  fame 
pnrpofe;  and  his  fon  (whofe 
right,  as  a  fon,  is  as  inconcefia- 
'  ble  as  his  father's)  hath  often 
repeated  the  fame.  Now#  ^e 
violation  of  this  fecond  canon, 
by  the  revolutioniils  transferring 
their  allegiance  from  their  law- 
fnl  kinj;  to  an  uforper  (which  is 
difowmng  the  lawful  and  right- 
ful king^  authority)  renders 
them,  ^fo  fado,  excommuni- 
cates ;  and  the  nonjurors,  who 
have  ^  faithfully  adhered  to  the 
dodrine  and  principles^  are  the 
only  true  Church  0/  England. 

The  (late  of  the  cafe  plainly 
appearing,  it  is  no  difficulty  to 
find  out  the  guilty  perfons,  who 
mud  be  no  other  than  tbofe^ 
that  violated  the  canpn,  by 
breaking  through  their  alle- 
giance, and  conleqtfently  are  in 
an  immediate  flate  of  excoiti- 
munication ;  and,  as  fuch,  they 
ought  to  be  deemed,  and  treated 
by  ally    though  no  declaratory 


feiit^dce  be  pfoiionnced  by  the 
proper  judges 

The  words  pf  the  canon  be* 
ing  pofitfve,  there  is  no  farther 
occa£on  to  inlarge  oto  it.    The 
only  qnellion  then  is.  Whether 
there  is  fnch  a  notoriety  in  out 
calfe?      And,    truly,    1   think, 
there  fcarce  ever  ippeaied  in  the 
world   a  more    notorious  and 
manifeft  cafe.     The  matter  of 
hOt  is  evident  to  all ;  for,  who 
is  ignorant  of  the  unnatural 
treatment  of  king  James  IJ, 
from  his  children  and  fubjed^s  ? 
How  his  authority  was  trampled  ' 
on,  defpifed,  and  denied  ;  and, 
after  feveral  attempts  to  recover 
his   undoubted  right,    how  he 
was  forced  to  live  and  die  an 
exile  ?    Nor  is  the  cafe  in  the 
leaft  altered  now;  for  thc^^  thae 
perdnacioufly    continued    and 
gloried  in  their  fin  then,  do  the 
ume  now;    which  makes  the 
cafe  fb  notorious,  that  thele  o^ 
fenders  ought  to  be  treated  as 
excommunicates^     ipfb    h&o, 
upon  the  aathority  of  the  canon, 
without  waiting  tor  the  decl^a-' 
tory  fentence  of  a  judge. 

IiCt  us  now  confided  the  ftate 
atnd  condition  of  an  excommu^ 
nicated  perfon,  which  is  dread* 
ful  to  any  man ;  but,  when  it^ 
falls  to  be  |i  clergyman's  lot,  it 
makes  fatal  work ;  fory  ill,  it 
divcfts  him  <?f  the  power  of  cx- 
ercifmg  any  ecclenallxcai  juriA 
didlion;  which,  if  he  ihould 
prefume  to  do,  it  renders  his 
a£t9  invalid  and  nail.  2.  -^JS 
conuntfnication  renders  a  c}er« 
gymai\j  fo  long  as  he  continues 
In  that  flace,  mcapable  of  znf 
C  J  ccdf« 
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Geo.  I»   <}iers  were  quartered  there,  to  keep  the  fcholars  and  townf- 

17 16.    men  within  bounds.     Nor  were  thefe  riotous  proceedings 

■  >        confined  to  England ;  for  the  pretender's  friends  at  Edinburgh 

had  like  to  have  freed  a  great  number  of  lords  and  gentlemen 

imprifoned  there,  on  account  of  the  rebellioni(c). 

Few 


ecclefiaftical  benefit,  or  promo- 
tion ;  and  if  he  afTume  any,  his 
inftitution  is  void.  Ic  makes 
the  whole  adminfh'ation  of  his 
miniflerial  oiSce  inefFedlual.  You 
can  exped  no  return  of  prayers 
with  him,  with  whom  you 
ought  not  to  communicate.  He 
cannot,  authoritatively^  blels 
the  people  of  God,  who  is,  him- 
ielf,  under  a  curfe,  and  excluded 
from  being  a  part  of  them.  And 
here,  I  think,  all  thofe,.who 
have  joined  with  fuch  clergy- 
men, ought  to  confider  what 
they  have  done,  in  communica- 
ting with  them  hitherto,  and, 
whether  they  think  they  can, 
with  fafety,  continue  therein ; 
for,  in  communicating  with 
them,  as  fchifmatics,  they  make 
themfelvcs  fchifmatics;  and,  in 
communicating  with  them,  as 
excommunicates,  not  only  all 
their  labour  is  loll,  bat,  inflead 
of  a  bleffing,  they  get  a  curfe.' 

Mr.  Howel  was  apprehended 
in  Bull-Head-Court,  Jewin- 
Street,  and,  with  him«  was 
feized  a  large  impreflion  of  his 
pamphlet.  Among  his  papers, 
was  found  an  original  inltru- 
ment,  of  his  being  ordained  a 
prieil,  by  Dr.  Hicks,  who  ftiles 
himfelf  fuf&aganbiihop  of  Thet- 
ford ;  and  alio,  the  form  of  ab- 
folution  and  reception  of  con- 
verts to  Jacobitifm.  He  was 
committed  to  Newgate  for  high- 
tri^afon.  Npon  the  publication 
of  this  charge  of  fchifm,  on  the 
Church  of  England,  a  Contro- 


verfy  arofc  between  the  mem- 
bers of  that  Church  and  the 
Nonjurors.  Howel  being  brought 
to  his  trial,  and  the  pamphlet 
proved  to  be  his,  he  was  fined 
500I.  and  three  years  imprifbn- 
ment,  and  fentenced  to  be  twice 
whipped.  Upon  which,  he 
aiked  if  they  would  whip  a  cler- 
gyman ?  And  was  anfweied  by 
the  court,  *  They  paid  no  de- 
ference to  his  cloth,  becaufe  he 
was  a  difgrace  to  it,  and  had 
no  right  to  wear  it ;  and  they^ 
did  not  look  upon  him  as  a  cler- 
gyman, in  that  he  had  produced 
no  proof  of  his  ordination,  but 
from  Dr.  Hicks,  under  the  de- 
nomination of  the  bifhop  of 
Thetford ;  which  was  illegal, 
and  not  according  to  the  conili- 
tution  of  this  kingdom,  which 
knows  no  fuch  biftiop.'  As  be 
received  his  fentence  with  an  air 
of  haughtinefs,  and  behaved 
himfelf  contemptuoufly  to  the 
court,  he  was  ordered  to  be  de- 
graded, and  ftripped  of  the 
gown,  he  had  no  title  to  wear  ; 
which  was  done,  in  the  court, 
by  the  executioner.  But,  a  few 
days  af'er,  upon  his  pedtion  to 
the  king,  the  corporal  punifh- 
ment  was  remitted. 

(c)  The  moft  remarkable  riot 
was  that  in  London  in  the 
month  of.  July.  Some  time  be-^ 
fore  the  breaking  out  of  the  re-* 
bellion,  many  of  the  well  af- 
fefted  to  the  government,  in, 
order  to  be  ready  on  any  proper 
occafion  to  quell  the  outragious 

mob 
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Few  occurrences    happened    during  the    king's  abfence  Geo,  I. 
worth  noting.    The  prince  of  Wales,  in  September,  took  a     17 16, 


pro-- 


i*« 


mob,  that  diftmrbed  the  peace 
of  the  city  6f  London,  met  in 
Several  public   houfes,   which, 
from  the  veflel  in  which  the 
drink    was  ibid,     were  called 
Mug-houfes.      The  two  moil 
noted  of  thefe  focieties  were  the 
Mag-hottfe  in  Long- Acre,  and 
the  Roe- back  in  Cheapfide,  be- 
ing fet  up  before  the  king^  ac- 
ceflion.      Their  example  pro* 
4iuced  ieveral  others  of  the  like 
hoafes,  in  Saliibury-Court,  Ta- 
viilock-Street,  Soathwark-Park, 
Covent- Garden,  and  other  pla- 
ces.   As  thefe  focieties  were  a 
terror  and  moi^tiiication  to  the 
ilifafFeded,    fo  were  they  the 
Object  of  their  fury,  of  which 
they  gave  many  inftances.  The 
day  hefote  Mr.  Panl  the  cler- 
gyman was  hanged,  they  fell 
opon  the  Mug-houfe  in  South- 
wark-Park,  with  their  ufual  cry 
of  High-Ghurch  and '  Ormond  i 
but  the  fociety  Tallying  out  upon 
them  after  the  windows  of  the 
houfe  had  been  all  Broke,  the 


Progrefs  of 

with  which  being  joined,    the       P""^«« 
mob  fled  with  great  precipita- 
tion.    But  they  continued  ho^ 
vering  about  the  houie  the  fol- 
lowing days  ;  and,  hearing  that 
Mr.  Archibald  Butler,  a  young 
Scots  gentleman,  who  had  been 
in  the  rebellion,    but  had  re- 
ceived the  king's  pardon,  was 
in  the  Temple- Walks,  they  ran 
thither  cry  ine  out,Hieh-Chnich 
and  Ormond.    Mr.  Butler  got 
away  from  them    as    fail    as 
he  could ;   and  prefently  one 
Vaughan,     a     ffflallcoal-man» 
propofed  to  them  to  go  and  re- 
venge the  affront  they  had  re* 
ceived  three  days  before  at  the 
Mug-houfe  in  Saliibury-couru 
The  mob,  aiIenting:to  this  pro- 
pofa],   followed   him    to  Mr. 
kead's  houie,   on  which  they' 
fell    furioufly;    but,    meetings 
with  a  vigorous  reiiflance,  they 
gathered  recruits  from  the  mul* 
titudes,   that  crowded  thither«. 
Upon  this  alarm,  and  hearing 
they  were  determined  to  demo* 


mob  retired.    The  execution  of    liih  the  houie,  Mr.  Read  ap 

Mr.  Paul,  who  declared  himfelf    peared^  and  bid  them  keep  off, 

at  the  gallows  to  be  their  mar-    otherwife  he  would   ihoot  a* 


tyr,  exafperated  them  yet  more, 
and  the  fociety  at  Mr.  Read's, 
in  Salifbury-court,  having  di- 
ilinguiihed  themfelves  by  de- 
monilrations  ofduty  and  reiped 
to  the  prince  and  princeis  of 
Wales,  at  their  return  from 
Greenwich  $  the  Jacobites  took 
fo  much  ofience  at  it,  that  on 
the  20th  of  July  they  attacked 
Mr.  Read's  houfe,  and  would 
have  derooliihed  it>  had  not  the 
company  within  ient  for  a  rein- 
An-cemcnt  fromTaviih>ck-ftr0et> 


mongilthem.  The  Bridewell- 
boys,  of  whom  Vaughan  had 
been  o|ie,  and  the  rell  of  the 
mob,  regardlefs  of  this  fair  war- 
ning, prefling  forwards  with 
great  clubs  and  ilicks,  Mr. 
Lead  difcharged  a  muiket,  and 
ihot  Vaufi^han  their  leader,  who 
died  on  the  fpot.  The  riot  con- 
tinm'ng,  the  iheriffs  of  London 
repaired  to  the  place,  who  cau- 
ied  the  proclamation  appointed 
by  a^.of  parliament  a^ainfl 
riots  to  be  read  i  but,  this  not 
C  3  avail- 
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Geo-  !•   progrcfs  into  the  country.    He  fct  out  thr  24th  from  Hamp^- 
1 7 16.    ton-Courty  apd  arrived  at  Knowie  in  Kent,  the  feat  of  the 
^  cjurl 


wam^ 


Availing  an  ihg  rioters  being 
become  rebels,  ^  P^fty  of  the 
horib-guards  was  ordered  by  the 
privy- CO uncil  to  march  to  oalif^ 
Dory-Court  to  fnpprefs  them; 
and,  Qpon  their  appearance,  the 
nob  dtfperied  and  fied  from  the 
pfofuit  of  juftice  $  which,  how- 
CFcr,  overtook  foQie  of  thepi » 
for  Jdbit  Love,  ThonM  iwi^ 
a  tofant  to  Caifills  and  Came- 
net  two  condemned  ri^bels^ 
tten  in  Newgate,  George  Pur- 
chflie,  Rjchanl  Price,  and  Wil- 
liam Frice,  five  pf  tjie  moft  ac- 
tive of  the  rioters,  were  feized, 
imprifimed,  and  tried  upon  the 
ftatotBt  which  makes  it  felony  to 
dtmoliAi,  or  begin  to  denioUih, 
any  hoiife.  The  evidence  againft 
them  proved  their  breaking  the 
windows  with  ftones  and  fticks^ 
polling  down  the  fign,  entrring 
jrhe  hoofe,  fetching  out  the 
eoods,  treading  opon  them,  and 
breaking  them.  It  was  fwom 
at  dieir  trial,  that  one  of  th^ 
mob  brought  three  botdea  out  of 
Mr.  Read's  houfe,  kneeled  down 
by  the  Swan  ale-hoaie  door» 
nod  drank^he  pretender's  health* 
by  the  name  of  king  James  the 
Third.  The  evidence  againJI: 
thefe  five  rioters  being  very 
ftrong,  they   were  aU   found 

Suiity,  and  received  fentence  of 
eath.  The  prince  was  v^ry 
much  inclined  to  fhew  mercy  to 
one  or  two  of  the  youngeft  of 
them  ;  but  the  dangerous  con- 
fequences  of  riots  and  tumults, 
in  the  heart  of  the  metropolis, 
and  the  neceffity  of  preventing 
defame,  by  exemplary  punifli* 
mefic,  being  represented  lo  the 


prince,  he  acquieiced  in  th« 
oourfe  of  jufiicej  which  had 
the  good  effe£t  that  was  fore* 
(een  and  intended,  the  potting 
a  flop  to  the  defp^rate  outragea 
of  an  enthufiafncal  n>ultitude. 
The  five  rioters  were  execated 
on  a  gibbet,  ereded»  on  tfa# 
^ift  of  September,  at  the  end 
of  Saliibury-court,  near  th# 
place  where  the  crimes,  §69 
which  they  died,  were  commit* 
ted.  George  Purchafe  acknow-* 
ledged  himielf  <  greatly  guilty, 
and  his  fentence  joft;  prayind 
God  to  forgive  him  this  and  aU 
other  his  fins.  This,  he  faid, 
he  raOdy  committed,  not  confix 
derin^,  then,  the  unlawfolncft 
ai9d  difinal  ponlequences  of  fuch 
a  rebellioas  (edition,  as  tha^ 
was,  which  fo  mu^k  tended* 
not  only  to  the  ruin  of  private 
Mrfons,  but  tp  the  great  diftor- 
Dance  of,  and  difhononr  to^  th^ 
whole  government.' 

However,  fbae  party-aea]ot9 

Srofecnted  Mr.  Read  A>r  the 
eathofVaughan,  who  had  led 
on  the  mob  to  deftroy  his  houfe^ 
The  witnefies  againft  him>  at 
his  triaU  fwore  very  ilronglv 
^ainfi  him.  John  Bill  depoiea* 
lliat  he  believed,  Vaughan  did 
not  belong  to  the  mob  in  Salii^ 
bury-court»  and  had  no  fticl^ 
in  nis  hand.  Charles  Tuck^ 
fwore.  That  Vaughan  had  nq 
ftick.  The  fiune  was  fwom  by 
Catherine  Bennet.  Jofeph  Har- 
ri»depQied»  Tlutt  Vai^gAan  told 
kiiBy  *  He  would  not  be  con* 
<  ceraed,  botgo  to  work.'  Thii 
being  IbdireAly  contrary  to  tilt , 
fa£^  known  to  fi»  mmy  ban* 

dxedf 
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€^A  df  thirfet,  tefolv  nten,  and  at  Tunbridge- Wells  about  Geo.  I. 
five  hi  du!  evetiiiig.  Prom  thence  he  went  to  Haland,  in  fijiG. 
Suflex^  tiie  feat  of  the  dtike  of  Newcaftle,  where  be  lay,  'i 

and  came  to  Lewe^  about  ttn  the  next  morning ;  ana, 
about  nfaie  hi  the  evening  to  Stanfted,  the  earl  ofScarbo- 
roogh'sfeat.  The  next  morning  he  proceeded  to  Portf- 
moutfa,  and,  havine  viewed  the  ratifications,  docks,  yards^ 
and  magazines,  reviewed  the  regiment  there,  and  went  on 
board  the  mard-ihip  and  bomb-fliip ;  dined  at  lieutenant^ 
general  Erie^s,  aM  retux^ed  in  the  evening  to  Stanfted^ 
where  itchdeaooii  Boucher,  one  of  the  canons  refidentiary 
Hf  Chiehefler,  mobm^imtd  by  the  prebendaries  and  vicars  of  ' 
that  cathedral,  ^th  ihany  of  the  neighbouring  Clerc;y,  wer# 
jvefimed  to  him  b^  the  Idrd  Lumley.  On  the  a/m,  about 
tliike  in  the  moriung,  (he  prince  left  Stanfted,  and,  on  a 
Mnmon  near  Rake,  reviewed  Wyim*s  dragoons.  He 
taiM  to  Farfdiam  about  one,  and  near  diat  place  reviewed 
Evan's  dragoons.  In  die  evening,  be  arrived  at  Guilford  $ 
and,  about  deven  at  night,  retti^ied  to  Hampton-Court* 
Two  days  after,  the  VehetiaA  ambaflador  bad  a  private  au« 
iience,  to  notify  the  futcefi  of  die  arms  of  that  republic 
aminft  the  Turks,  and  the  raifing  the  fiq;e  of  G>rfu,  owin^i 
cfiiefiy  to  the  condud  of  jenerid  Schuylenberg,  commander 
of  their  army,  though  a  rrotcdHant,  and  broker  to  the  da* 
che&  of  Kendal. 

Ri  the  beginning  of  November,  the  princefs  of  Wales 
WA  In  eattreme  danger,  having  been  feveral  days  in  labour, 
but  at  laft  wa^  delivered  of  a  dead  prince,  who  was  privately 
depofited  in  a  valt  ill  Henry  VIII's  chapel* 

About  the  fame  time  the  duke  of  Marlborough  was  taken  The  duU 
DI  at  Blenheim  houfe.    His  diftemper  being  apopkaic,  the  ^J^i\^_ 
ftlohr  impaired  his  health,  that  he  never  after  could  be  (aid  i^^  ^^ 
to  be  perfeoly  recovered. 

The  ftate  prifoners  that  were  in  Edinburgh  caftle  being  Rebehtried, 
fCWovcd  to  Cariifle,  a  commiffion  was  ifliicd  to  try  them  at  ^^clted" 
that  place.    The  prifoners  gave  the  court  little  trouble,  al- 

dreds  of  ipedaton,  and  fully  account,  his  houfe  having  been 

Eved  by^  Tevend  of  them,  the  ftrveral  times  attacked  by  the 

r  acquitted  Mr.  Read,  who  mob,  of  whom,  one,   the  ap- 

1 400 1.  paid  him  at  the  trea-  prentice  of  Mr.  Heptinflaly  a 


fury,  to  make  good  his  lofles  printer,  was  ihot,  preffing  on, 

and  charges:  AndMr.Gillj^  at  asVaughandid^notwithilanding 

die  Roebuck  in  Cheapiidet  had  repeated  warnings  to  keep  off. 

aool.allovoi  him  teth^  fame  ^ 

C4  moft 
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Geo.  I.  inoft  all  of  them  pleading  guilty. .  Some  were.  coii4e|piied^ 
*  J716.    and  the  reft  difchargeed ;  but,  however,  not  one  was  qi:ecur 
■^ '  •  ■        ted.    In  December^    brigadier  Cplifi  Campbel,   the  moft 
pbnoxious  of  all  the  prifoners,  madp  bis  eicape  in  diiguife. 
'The  laA  of  the  rebels  who  were  executed  at  |]faDcafier  and 
Prefton^  were  captain  John  Bruce,  gf ntleinan  of  the  horfe 
to  the  duke  of  Hamilton,    Thoma?  Shuttleworth,    Johi^ 
Minkley,  Qeorgc  Hodgfon,  and  William  Charnley;  thefe 
Were  hanged  in  Odlpber. 
Accident  at      Pa  the  6th  of  Pecember,  an  accident  happpned,  which 
the  play-    gave  occafion  to  various  conjefiures.    The  prinpc  of  Wales 
hoMifi.        being  in  one  of  the  ftage-boxes  at  the  Theatre  in  Drury-r 
Lane,  to  fee  the  Tragedy  of  Tamerlane,  Mr«  Freeman^  a 
gentlemai^  of  Surrey,  who  h^d  for  ibme  ye^rs  paff  b^ea  trou- 
bled with  fits  of  Kinacy,  came  booted  and  (purred,,  and twiQyul4 
have  preiTed  into  the  fts^ge^box,  near  thp  pUce  where  Jthe 
prince  was.    Being  in  a  mean  riding  habit^  hie  W99  ^Ojpped 
by  the  box-keepers  and  a  grenadier  who  lyas  upon'du^; 
Whereupon  he  drew  out  a  piftol,  and  (hot  the  cenfipel  in  the 
Ihoulder.     With  great  diiEculty  he  was  fecuref) ;  apa,  being 
fearched,  tvfp  or  thfce  loaded  piftols  were  found,  upon  him  i 
which,  together  witb  his  man's  waiting  for  him.  with  two 
horfes  at  the  end  of  the  play-hpufe  paflage,  did  npf  a  little 
increafe  the  fuipicion  of  a  treafonable  de%n  againft  the 
prince.     The  report  of  the  piftol,  and  the  difturbani;^  th^t 
followed  it,  occafioned  a  great  alarm  .within  the  hopfi^^  par- 
ticularly among  the  ladies ;  and,  none  rightly  knpwjng  thq 
fcaufe  of  the  cpnfufion,  the  gentlemen  and  Officers  atput  the 
prince,  and  almoft  throughout  the  hpufe,  drew^Mrfwords  j 
fo  that  the  players  were  a  coniiderable  time  at  a  ftand.    But 
Mr.  Freeman  being  fent  prifoner  to  the  guard  at  St.  James's, 
all  was  quiet  again ;    the  prince  having  all  this  while  pre- 
ferved  a  great  prefence  of  mind,  and  appeared  to  be  under,  nq 
apprehenfion.  .  The  fqldier's  w[ound  did  not  proye  mortal ; 
but,  Mr.  Freeman's  attempt  of  forcing  the  prince  of  Wales'^ 
guard  coming  within  the  ftatute  of  treafon,  after  he  had  beeq 
examined  before  the  council,  he  was  committed  to  Newgate; 
the  rather,  becaufe  he  was  faid  to  have  either  killed,  or  mor- 
tally wounded  a  man  two  days  before,  in  the  country, 
^e^cchan-      A  confiderable  change  began  now  to  be  made  in  the  mj- 
min'iJir^*^    ptftry.     The  car)  of  Sunderland,  who  had  gone  beyond  fea, 
^^'     under  preterice  of  travelling  for  his  health,  had  taken  the 
opportunity  of  waiting  upon  the  king  at  Hanover,  and  by 
his  intrigues  with  the  German  miniSers  there»  particulafly 
the  baroifs  Bothmar  and  Bernodorff^  and  jnonficur  de  Ro- 

bethon. 
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»  

bedioii)  infufcd  a  jcaloufy  into  him  of  the  Lord  Townfliend  Qeo.  I^ 
and  Mr.  Walpole^  fo  that,  on  the  nth  of  December,  an     1716* 
cxpreis  arrived  in  England  from  Hanover,  and  the  next  day  ■"   i'"*    " 
it  was  publickly  known,  that  lord  Townibend  was  removed 
from  his  place  of  fecretary  of  (late.     This  was  however  fof- 
tened  widi  an  account,  that  his  lordfliip  was  to  be  advanced 
to  the  poft  of  lord^Iieutenant  of  Ireland  5  the  duke  of  Graf- 
ton, firtt  lord-juftice  of  that  kingdom,  being  appointed  colo*' 
nel  of  the  royal  regiment  of  horfe-guards,  lately  commanded 
by  the  duke  of  Argy(e  ^  and  the  eai4  of  Galway,  the  other 
lord-jufiice  of  Ireland,  being  to  enjoy  an  honourable  peniion  . 
during  life*     Two  days  after,  the  duke  of  Roxburgh  was 
made  iccretaiy  of  ftate,  and  keeper  of  the  king's  fignet  in 
Scotland.     The  lord  Poleworth   was  appointed  lord  clerk 
regpfler,  in  the  room  of  the  duke  of  Montrofe,  who  was 
made  keeper  of  the  great  feal  of>  Scotland.     The  duke  of 
Kiogfton  was  appointed  keeper  of  the  privy-feal, '  and  the  carl 
of  Sunderland  fole  treafurer  of  Ird^d  for  life. 

In  this  difpofition  things  remained  till  the  king's  return ; 
and  the  lord  Townihend's  removal  affeded  no  more  for  the 
prefent  than  hiofUeif ;  though  the  diyifions  in  the  miniftry 
leemed  irreconcileable  (d),  •       ' 

Du- 

(d)  The  following  ftardcolars  roiiv  channel^   about  four  ftet 

happened  during  the  kino's  ab*  deep,  and-  tvdelve  feet  pver. 
ience.     Thomas  D'Aetn   and:      Several  of  the  fchooKmaftert 

tiatthew  Decker  were  created  of  fhe.chanty-fchools  in  Um- 
arooets.Thppenfionof  2500I.  doa  we^p  removed,  for  difaf*  . 
a  year  was  taken  from  the  earl  fe^lion  to  the  government^  Dr» 
prNottingham.  Welton,  rcdor  of  Whitc-Ch»r 
Edward  Sputhwcll,  James  pel,  was  deprived  alfo  for  difaf- 
Vcmon,  and  Anilrcw  Carlton^  Fedtion  to  the  government,  and 
were  appointed  commiffioners  was  fucccededhy  Pr.  Shippen, 
of  the  privy-feal,  in  the  ab-  of  Brazien-nofe-College  in  Ox- 
fence  of.  the  earl  of  d&nder-  ford. 

land.  Margaret,  eldeft  daoghfier  of 

Mr.  Bruce,  a  Scotch  prifoner,  the  lord  Coningfbyy  was  created 

changip^  clothes  with  m»  fif er,  baronefs  and  vifcpontefi  of  C^ 

pade  his  efcap^  oii|  of  New-  ningiby,  of  Hampton-Cbnit,  is. 

gate.  HesefonUhiiei  with  limitatioa 

;  In  Ai^ufl  there  blew  foflrone  to  berh^rs  «ale.  j 

a  wcfterTy  wind  ^which  forced  *  January  the  4th,  the  triplft; 

back  the  tide,  and  drove  for-  league  betwe^  Gieat  Britain,* 

ward  the  ebbing  water^  that  the  France,  and  HoUaiidy  was  fign^r 

Thames  lay  perfcaiy  dry  abpvp  ed  at  the  H(|gpe. 
yid  Jbelpw  bridge,  except  a  nar-       Three  days  after  the  Idng't 

return 
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Dirittg  {h6fe  tnoASSooB  kt  home^  the  king  was  not  hU 
abroflri.    Onbof  the  princ^  ends  of  the  king^s  Journef  to 
Ibnover^  wlis  to  provide  s^amft  any  future  attempts  of  the 
Jaoofailo  party#  hf  endeavouring  to  make  alliances  with  all 
thofe  powers  from  whence  the  pretender  might  expeA  znf 
fupport.    But  this  was  an  impoiSble  trndertaking,  in  the 
then  fitoation  of  the  affairs  of  Europe.    The  king  of  Spam 
pretending  to  h^ive  iiumberle&  complaints  s^inft  the  empe* 
Coopltinta  ^^*    The  evacuiition  of  Catalonia  had  given  great  offiencet 
of  Spain     as  to  the  manner  of  doing  it.    A  tribun^  had  been  eroded 
■gaijift  the  ^  Vienna  foe  the  ifFairs  of^  Spain,  and  the  eftates  of  the  Fie* 
^v^'     miflit  who  bad  ferved  king  Philip,  were  confifcated.    Boi 
thefe  were  flight  grievances  in  comparifon  of  what  was  now 
in  agitation.     Sicily  had  beeA  granted  to  the  duke  of  Sslvmr^ 
bjr  me  Utrecht  trestty,  on  condition  of  returning  to  Spain,  m 
eafe  of  failane  of  heirs.    The  emperor  had  looked  upon  tk^ 
grant  With  the  utmoft  concern.    He  had  almoft  perfiiaded 
the  duke  of  Savoy  to  accept  Sardinia  in  exchange,  witfaoit 
the  participation  Of  the  court  of  Madrid,  and  without  inj 
regard  to  thodaufeof  reverfion.    To  all  thefe  occafions  of 
nipuire  were  added  the  pretenfions  of  the  two  courts  to  tfao 
fucceffion  of  the  Tufcan  dominions. 
State  of  As  to  France,  with  refped  to  Spain,  the  two  nations  were 

France  an4  united,  but  their  governors  were  not  fo.  King  Philip  and 
^^*  the  did»  of  Odeaiis  were  ready  to  contend  for  the  ci^wn 
of  Lewis  XV.  in  caie  death  ibould  remove  him  out  of  tbd 
world.  Philip  had  renounced  that  crown,  and  upon  that 
alone  was  fiENmded  the  duke  of  Orleans's  title.  But,  befides 
that,  the  renunciation  tNras  genendly  confidered  in  France  as 
of  no  force ;  the  emperor's  conftant  refiifal  to  ceafe  ftyling 
bimfelf  kine  of  Spain,  feem^  entirely  to  annul  it,  as  it  was 
not  reafonable  that  one  con^raAing  party  fhould  be  obliged  to 
ftand  to  mutual  engagement^  to  which  the  other  refufes  to 
Submit.  King  George  therefore  could  not  be  attached  to 
France,  without  offending  Spain,  nor  could  he  be  united  to 
Spatn^  without  giving  oflSice  to  both  the  others. 


retonir  JfaiMrf  the  %td^  aa^  jM^  hefote  the  mayo^  of  L^ 

OM  tte  nufeiooi  Ciiit  of  Ff«Mia  vevpool;,  diet  they  had  naflered 

liie  J|ow,lbr  cc»reQfNMidfA^  wid»  the  Mp*s  crew,  and  carried  An 

dM  king's  eMttdes.     HO  was  ihip  t6  France.    One  hundred 

OSfluh!*yr  of  ^fante  prifotters»  whoKa<( 

llUiiy  of  the  Pntak  ttMb  baen   confined  in  the   Savoy, 

btvtiighaem  pvton^hsitfd  wQmo^  were  itupped  off  for  the  Weft« 

tobetranfportec^rtUh^V^  b£es« 

Tho 
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The  cafe  was  much  the  iame  with,  die  northern  powers^  G^  L 
And  its  was  ftill  more  difficult  for  king  Georee  to  managje  i^6« 
them,  fb  as  to  draw  none  of  them  upon  bimidf.    Denmark 


jmd  Sweden  were  at  war :  The  czar  had  entered  into  a  con-  Nesottatioa 
federacy^  which  had  taken  from  the  Swede  his  German  do-  ^^^^^ 
minions :   The  princes  of  the  empiie  beheld  with  regret  the  priacc«. 
Ruffians  in  their  country.    It  was  the  huitnds  ct  thofit  who 
jcalled  them  in^  and  made  uie  of  them,  to  fend  them  away« 
The  acquiiition  of  the  duchies  of  Bremen  and  Verden,  which 
king  George  had  gained  as  ele&or  of  Hanover^  had  enraged 
king  Charles  of  Sweden.    He  durft  not,  as  king  of  Great* 
Britain^  declare  war  sgainft  him  (though  he  bm  done  it  as 
ele&or  of  Hanover)  nor  could  he  be  reconciled  with  him^ 
linle&  he  rellored  the  two  duchies.    The  only  way  therefore  ^ 

was  to  compel  that  warlike  prince  to  make  peace.  In  this 
fituation,  it  was  neceilary  for  king  George  to  make  alliances, 
and  unite  with  thofe  who  could  moft  annoy  him,  in  cafe  they 
became  his  enemies.  Being  fure  of  the  jgood  diipofition  ot 
the  regent  of  France,  he  trufted  to  bis  muiiflers  the  n^yjotia* 
tion  with  that  prince^  and  undertook  himfelf  tbe  apurs  of 
the  north,  where,  it  is  plain,  heknew.fome  enterprtze  was 
4:ontriying  in  favour  of  the  pretender. 

The  negotiation  with  France  fucceeded  to  his  wi£b.    The  WithFranet 
duke  of  Orleans,  who  had  ftill  more  need  of  a  iiipport  to  ^n^  the 
mount  the  throne,  in  cafe  of  a  vacancy,  than  the  Unfthad  ^^^* 
to  maintain  himfelf  on  that  of  Great-Britain,  mnted  aU 
that  was  deiired.    The  States-General*  who  onfy  aimed  at 
peace  and  fecurity,  readily  came  into  a  treaty,  which  em« 
broiled  them  with  no  power  they  were  concerned  to  manage* 
and  which  laid  upon  them  fearce  any  irefli  obligation.    Ge- 
neral Cadogan,  the  abbot  duBois,  and  penfionary  Heinfius, 
negotiated  this  aSair  with  fo  much  fecrecy,  that  the  treaty 
was  finifhed  almoft  before  it  was  known  to  be  in  hand. 

By  this  treaty,  the  pretender,  that  his  near  abode  might  The  ti««tf 
not  encourage  commotions  in  Great-Britain,  was  to  depart^^^ '«a<^ 
immediately  from  Avignon,  and  go  beyond  the  Alps  $  nor 
was  he  to  be  fuffered  at  any  time  to  come  or  return  thither,    . 
or  to  pafe  through  the  French  Territories,  under  pretence  d[ 
going  to  Lorrain,  or  even  to  fet  his  foot  in  any  place  witbio^^ 
me  domkikuu  of  France,,  much  left  to  ftay  thereon  any  pre*  - 
tence  whatibever.    This  was  accompanied  widi  the  renew*, 
ing  of  the  promifes  made  at  Utrecht,  of  ablblutely  refiifing 
proteSien  to  the  chevalier  de  St  Gooi|;e,  and  c£  affiftingk 
him  in  any  manner  dire^y  or  indiredly.    No  refuse  was  tn 
he  giyen  to  the  fui^c^  of  either  party,  whoibouw  be  de-» 

clared 
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GeOh  1.  dared  rebels.     AH  that  had  been  formerly  agreed,  concern- 
17>6.    ing  Dunkirk,  was  to  be  fully  executed,  and  nothing;  was  to 
—  be  omitted  that  the  kii»g  of  Great  Britain  fhould  thmk  ne- 
cel&ry  for  the  intirc  demolition  of  the  harbour,  and  for  the 
removing  all  fufpicion  that  a  new  harbour  was  intended  to  be 
made  oh  the  canal  of  Mardyke.     This   treaty  referred  to  a 
memorial  figned  at  London,  in  September,  by  monfieur  Iber- 
ville, refident  of  France,  and  the  lord  Townfliend  and  Mr. 
Methuen,    fecretaries  of  ftate,    containing  the    particulars 
required  by  king  George  to  make  him  ea(y  and  cure  his 
fufpicions. 

After  thefe  preliminaries  (which  might  be  confidered  as 
the  purchace  given  by  France  for  this  alliance)  it  was  added, 
that,  the  true  defign  of  this  treaty  being  to  ftrengthen  the 
friendihip  eftabliihed  by  the  late  treaties  at  Utrecht,  the  ar- 
ticles of  thofe  treaties,  as  &r  as  they  concerned  the  contra6i:- 
ing  parties,  were  confirmed  and  ratified,  particularly,  that 
the-  fucceflion  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  in  the  Pro- 
teflant  line,  and  to  the  crown  of  France  in  the  family  of 
Orleans',  excluiive  of  the  houfe  of  Anjou,  fhould  remain  in 
full  force.  A  mutual  guarantee  was  alfo  given  for  the  per- 
formance of  thefe,  and  all  the  other  articles,  and  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  dominions  poflfefled  by  the  three  powers  at  the 
time  of  figning  the  treaty.  Then  was  fettled  the  fuccours 
each  fhould  give  the  party  attacked,  after  fair  means  had 
been  ufed  to  induce  the  aggreflbr  to  defifl  from  his  enterprife. 
France  and  England  were  to  ftirnifh  each  eight  thoufand 
foot,  and  two  thoufand  horfe ;  and  the  States  half  that  num- 
ber. It  was  free  to  demand  fhips  or  money  inftead  of  troops ; 
and,  to  prevent  all  occafion  of  diipute,  it  was  agreed,  that 
a  thoufand  foot  fhould  be  valued  at  ten  thoufand  Dutch  florins 
a  month,  and  a  thoufand  horfe  at  36,000.  The  fuccours  at 
fca  were  to  be  valued  in  the  fam^  proportion. 

The  chief  end  of  this  treaty  being  to  fupport  the  fuccefljons 
to  the  two  crowiis,  that  article  was  very  largely  explained. 
It  was  agreed,  that,  if  the  kingdoms,  countries^  or  pro- 
vinces of  any  of  the  allies  were  difturbed  with  intefKnedi- 
vifipns,  or  by  rebellions,  on  account  of  thefe  fucceflions, 
or  any  other  pretence,  the  ally  fo  difturbed  fhould  have  a 
right  to  demand  aid,  as  in  cafe  of  being  attacked  by  a  fo- 
reign power  5  that  this  aid  fhould  be  fent  within  two  months 
after  demand,  and  the  neccflTary  cxpences  advanced  by  thofe 
of  whom  it  was  demanded,  and  no  repayment  to  be  required 
till  a  year  after  the  troubles  fhould  ceafe.  In  cafe  this  aid 
ihould  not  befufiident^  it  was- added,  the  whole' Ibrces  of 

the 
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die  other  parties  ihould  be  employed,  and  if  occafion  re«  Geo.  L 

quired,  war  ihould  be  declared  againft  the  aggreflbrs.  1716. 
As  foon  as  this  treary  was  made  public,  it  raifed  great 


murmurings,  efpecially  in  France,  where  it  was  openly  ?^**"*°': 
faid,  the  regent  facrificed  to  his  ambitious  views  the  honour  ^^^^^ 
and  advantage  of  the  nation :  The  condefcenfion  hitherto 
ihewn  for  England  on  account  of  the  chevalier  de  St.  George, 
had  been  too  great,  but  the  prefent  proceedings  were  ihame- 
ful  and  mean :  The  demolition  of  Mardyke  would  be  an 
eternal  monument  of  the  fubje£lion  of  France  to  England : 
Lewis  XIV.  would  never  have  confented  to  it,  and  the  un- 
iettled  ftate  of  Great-Britain  did  not  put  her  in  a  condition 
to  impofe  laws :  A  prince,  who  had  no  other  intereft  but  that 
of  his  people,  would  have  taken  the  opportunity  to  finifh  a 
work  fo  important  and  neceflary  :  The  expreffions  in  the 
treaty,  of  doing  ^  whatever  the  king  of  Great-Britain  fhall 
<  juaee  neceflary  to  remove  his  fufpicions,'  were  of  a  very 
high  main,  and  derogatory  to  the  fovereignty  of  the  crowfi 
of  France. 

The  king  of  Spain  was  highly  oiFended  at  this  alliance^ 
and  complained  of  it  bitterly,  affirming,  it  belonged  to  the 
fbtes  of  the  realm,  not  to  foreigners,  efpecially  the  Englifh, 
perpetual  enemies  of  France,  to  decide  pretenfions  to  the 
throne,  in  cafe  God  (hould,  in  his  anger,  call  the  young 
king  to  himfelf :  And  from  that  time  he  took  meafiures  to 
difconcert  this  alliance. 

This  ftri£t  aljiance  with  France  was  found  fault  with  even 
in  England,  where  it  was  pretended,  that  the  fucceffion  was 
fufficiently  fecufed  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  and  there  was 
no  occafion  for  fo  many  foreign  troops,   which  might  be 
called  in  on  pretence  of  an  invafion,  and  perhaps  be  ufed  for 
different  purpofes.     The  king  and  regent  difregarded  thefe 
murmurs,  being  fatisfied  that  their  mutual  interefl  would 
oblige  them  to  an  inviolable  performance  of  tbeir  'engage- 
ments.    The  charaSer  of  thefe  two  princes  had  a  grea^ .  re- 
femblance  in  many  particulars.     They  hat]  'both  great  ta- 
lents for  government,  and  rpay  be  faid .  to  haye  equaity  had 
an  occafion  for  them  in  their  refpedtive  circnitiiflances,  which 
were  much  the  fame.     Alike  diflatisfied  with  ihe  late  admi- 
niflration  of  affairs,  they  obfervcd  the  fame  ctS^d'uft;    None* 
of  the  friends  and  creatuiestif  Lewis  XIV.'  were  in  favour* 
with ,the  duke  of  Orleans  5  as  none  of  the  friends  ind  crea-" 
tures  of  queen  Anne  were  in  favour  with  king  George..  /The' 
difference,  in  their  manner  of  treating  theni,  eritirdy  flbv^'ed 
from  the  different  ufagcs    oi  the  nations  rfiey  governed.- 

'    •  •   ••    King' 
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Geo,  Tt  King  George  deliverer)  hiinffelf  up  to  the  Whig^,  ivhd  hacf 
1716.    been  perftcutcd  in  the  late  reien:    The  duke  of  Orleans 
'     •■'— *  fcemed  to  give  himfelf  up  to  the  Janfenifts,  whom  Lewi§  XTV. 
had  conftantly  ill  ufed :    They  changed  miniftcrs  almoft  as 
often  one  a$  the  other :   Their  competitors  Jnfpired  them 
with  the  fame  views,    and  zlmollt  the  fame  precautions  i 
They  were  alike  even  in  their  death,  for  both  d?ed  fuddenly. 
The  duke  of  Orleans  is  ftid  to  have  b^d  a  more  prompt  and 
ready  genius :    The  multitude  and  difficulty  of  his  affairs 
never  hindered  him  from*  purfuing  his  pleafures  5   whereas 
king  George  was   always  attentive,    always  fcrjpus,    and 
feemed  an  enemy  to  all  amuftments :  and  therefore  he  was^' 
beyond  comparifon,  more  regular  In  his  manners  and  con^ 
duft ;  befides,  he  was  more  conftantly  attached  to  the  party 
h«  bad  efpoufcd,  and  was  never  feen  to  w^ver  between  the 
Whigs  and  Tories,  as  did  the  duke  of  Orleans  between  the 
Janfenifb;  and  MoUniib. 
tiwin  the     ^"^""^  Cadogan  had  much  better  fuccefs  in  his  negotia- 
northalmoft  ^^^^s  With  Ffauce^  than  the  king  had  in  his  with  the  nor- 
fniitifif.      thorn  ppweri5.    Notwithftanding  all  his  endeavours,  he  could 
en^^  them  neither  to  be  reconciled,  nor  even  to  fufpcnd 
their  rpfeatments.    Ho  feemed,  however,  to  have  fucceeded 
in  fpite  of  the  kinc  of  Denmark's  defire  to  prcferve  his  ad* 
vantage^  and  the  king  of  Sweden's  eagerness  to  revenge  and 
repair  nis  lofles.     His  Swediih  maiefty  had  preftnted  to  fho 
emperor  and  the  diet  pacific  memeriab,  and  even  ftnt  plenipo^ 
tentiaries  to  ai&ft  at  the  congrefs  of  Brunfwick ;  but  all  thefe 
hopes  ^uicklv  vaniihed*    Kipg  George  bacL  however,  made 
that  nruice  all  the  advances  imaginable :   Had  ftron^y  preA 
fed  the  emperor,  the  kings  of  Denmark  and  Pru^a,  and 
even  thecssar  himfelf,  diat  the  Ruffians  might  march  out  of 
the  empire :  Nay^  it  is  iaid,  he  had  proceeded  fo  far  towards 
a  feptiate  peace  with  the  kin^  of  Sweden,  as  to  offer  to  join 
witn  hun  agibft  die  Mufcovxte,  on  condition  only  that  be 
would  renounce  all  pretenfions  to  the  dutchies  of  Bremen 
and  Venlen.    King  Charles  XII.  was  intra<Sable ;  tncenfed 
at  die  war  made  a^dnft  him,  when  he  could  not  defend  him- 
felf; and  ftill  more  at  the  peace,  which  they  would  compel 
htm  to  make,  on  conditions,  as  he  thought,  both  difhonou* 
Table  and  hard,  he  breathed  nothing  but  revenge,  and  was 
2B  much  ofiended  with  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  as  with 
tfaet  czar  and  the  king  of  Denmark. 

Aa  kins  George  could  not  obuin  the  eeffion  he  defired,  he 
took  the  beJEl  moifures  to  fecure  his  new  acquifitions,  and 
compel  the  king  of  Sweden  to  remam  quiet.    It  was  given 

out 
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out,  ^af  the  jsopfiskraqr  he  had  caterad  mto^  vms  fermed  Qeo.  L 
purely  for  the  fidce  of  peace.    It  was  agreed  by  the  con*     171^ 
fcfleratfts,  that  each  fhouid  fiirnilh  a  certain  munber  of  forces  1    ■ 
and  fhips,  not  to  make  new  conquefls  upon  Sweden^  but  tt 
iAiigi  his  Swediih  majefty  to  fit  cafy  under  h!s  lafles»  and  not 
endeavour  to  recover  them.    This  rupture  with  Sweden  was 
not  only  detrimental  to  the  trade  of  Great-Britain^  but  had 
like  to  have  proved  fatal  to  the  king}  for,  whilft  he  was  la- 
bouring for  a  peace  in  the  nordi,  in  order  to  fecure  his  Ger« 
mm  potk&onsy  a  fcheme  was  contriving  to  deprive  him  of 
bis  BritiAi  dominions. 

The  difaffisded  in  England,  ftill  purfulng  theh  defigns  in 
^vour  of  the  pretender,  turned  their  eyes  on  the  king  of 
Sweden  to  accompliih  it.  They  knew  how  exafperated  he 
was  againft  king  George,  and  how  glad  he  would  be  of  a  re* 
wnge :  CouQt  Gyllenbuigh  was  die  Swedifli  refident  at  Lon-» 
don.  The  count  was  applied  to,  or  perhaps  made  the  firft  ^ 
overtures.  The  affiur  was  carried  on  not  only  at  London^ 
but  by  baron  Gortz,  the  Swediih  ambaf&dor  at  ^e  Hagu^ 
and  by  baron  Sparre  at  Paris,  with  the  EneKfh  Jacobites 
tbefe,  and  other  friends  of  the  pretender,  ^aren  Gorts, 
•lyho  was  the  projedor  of  diis  plot,  went  to  France,  In  order 
to  bring  things  to  the  point  he  deiired,  and  becaufe  the  fe« 
cret  could  be  kept  better  at  Paris  llian  at  the  Httue.  The 
casar  nras  alfo  treated  with,  who  was  known  to  be  offisnded 
with  Jung  Georj^e. 

Tbefe  McgotiatioiiB  could  not  be  fo  privately  managed, 
hut  that  they  were  fufpeAed  by  the  court  of  England.  In 
April,  when  the  feptennial  bill  was  in  hand,  intimations  had 
famn  given  that  a  fecond  invafion  was  to  be  feared,  and  this 
apprabenfion  was  made  one  of  the  motives  (&r  continuing  a 
bmfe  of  commons,  in  which  the  king  had  fo  much  reafon  to 
confide.  Tbefe  fuf|Mcions  were  indeed  not  very  clear,  but, 
in  die  filiation  of  Europe  at  that  time,  it  was  not  difficult  to 
guefi  from  what  quarter  the  danger  was  to  come.  The  good' 
<KQ)ofition  of  the  duke  of  Orleans  had  removed  all  uneahneft 
with  refpe^  to  France.  The  king  of  Spain,  wholly  intent 
on  his  projeds  aiainft  the  emperor,  could  not  belufpeAed  dT 
quarrelling  with  England.  The  north  thtrdhre  was  the  only 
place  from  whence  the  ilorm  could  be  thought  to  proceed: 
This  Conjedure,  the  only  reafonable  one  that  could  be  ferm^* 
ed,  determined  king  George  to  repair  to  Hanover^  where  he 
could  beft  diibovwr  the  intentions  of  his  enemies  He  fucv 
ceeded  in  his  ddign  >  at  leaft  the  public  wai,  in  a  few  days 

after 
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Geo.  L  after  bis  arrival,  at 'London,  informed  of  the  plot,  hytltd 

17 16.    fetzing  of  count  Gyllcoborg. 
,„i .      .  iiy     The  king,  having  finifhed  all  his  affailrs  abtdafd^  (et  out 
17 16- 1 7.  from  Hanover  the  19th  of  Januarys   N.  S.    amd  in   tenr 
The  king*s days  landed  at  Margate,'  from  whencehe  proceeded  to  Lonr- 

The  Swe-       It  was  cxpe£led,  the  parliament  would  have  immediately 
diih  refidcnt  niet,  but  their  meeting  was  put  off  for  fome  time,  on  account 
feised.        ^f  ^  furprifmg  event.     On  the  29th  of  Januarys  Mr.  fecre- 
tary  Stanhope  communicating  to  the  privy-council,  the  in* 
formations  the  king  had  received  of  a  confpiracy,  which  had 
for  fome  time  been  carried  on  to  excite  a  new  rebellion,  and 
to  favour  a  foreign  invafion^     The  fame  night,  major  Smith, 
an  Irifli  officer,  who  was  no  longer  in  the  fervice^  and  whov 
that  very  evening,  had  been  playmg  at  bailet  at  the  apart- 
ments in  St.  James's,  was  feized  at  his  lodgings ;  and,  about 
twelve  o'clock,  lieutenant  colonel  Blakeney^  with  a  detach- 
ment of  the  foot-guards,  fecured  the  houfe  of  count  Gyllen-*^ 
burg,  the  Swedim  refident.    Not  long  after,  major-generat 
Wade,  attended  hy  the  colonel,  went  and  knocked  at  the 
door  of  the  Swedi(h  minifter,   and  being  admitted,  found 
him  making  up  fome  difpatches.     Having;,  in  a  few  words,*^ 
made  him  a  compliment,  and  acquainted  him  with  his  com* 
miffion  to  put  a  guard  upon  his  perfon,.  and  to  fecure  his  pa- - 
pers,  he  laid  hold  on  fuch  as  were  on  the  table,  and  demand- 
ed thofe  that  were  in  his  fcrutore.      Count  GyllenbuigV' 
furprife  raifed  in  him  an  extraordinary  emotion,  which  made 
him  e;(poftulate  with  fome  warmth  about  the  law  of  nations 
being  violated  in  his  perfon ;  but,  having  fomewhat  recover* 
ed  his  temper,  he  defired  leave  to  fend  for  the  marquis  de  • 
Monteleone,  the  Spanifh  ambaffador,  that  he  might  confute 
with  him,  how  to  aA  on  fuch  an  occaiion.     But  genera)' 
Wade,  having  pofitive  orders  not  to  let  him  /peak  with  any 
perfon,  could  not  grant  his  re^ucft.     On  the  other  hand,' 
the  count's  lady  having  refufed  the  keys  of  the  fcrutore,^ 
upon  [N'etence,  that  there  was  nothing,  in  it  but  Irnen  and 
plate,  the  general  caufed  it  to  be  broke  open  y'  and,  having^' 
found  fti  It  a  •  great  many  papers^  he  fealed  them  ^1  up,  and" 
left  a  ftrong  guard  upon  the  refidcnt*     The  fame  morning 
Charles  Casfar^  formerly  treafurer  of  the  navy,  and  member ' 
df.  parliament  for  the  borough  of  Hertford  ^    and  Sir  Jacob' 
Bancks,  formerly  member  of  parliament  for  Minehead,  were 
apprehended,  upoi)  fufpicion  of  being  ia  confederacy  widr 
cpwtt  G]^€nburg^.    ,  .  » 

There' 
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Thefe  were  federal  conje^^uiref  as  to  the  means  of  this  im-  Geo.  I. 
^rtant  difcovery.    Some  affirmed^  the  king  had  long  before  17 16-17* 
notice  of  the  deugn  from  France ;  others,  that  the  difcovery  — _ 
was  owing  to  an  intercepted  letter  from  count  Gyllenburg  to 
the  lord  DufiuS)  prifoner  in  the  Tower:  And  others  ailerted^ 
the  lord  DuiRis  accidentally  revealed  the  confpiracy  to  an 
Englifli  lord,  his  fellow  prifoner,  who  difcovered  it  to  the 
government,  and  thereby  merited  bis  pardon.     Be  this  as  it 
will,  it  is  certain,  that  the  king  and  his  minifters  had  long 
before  entertained  fufpicions  of  the  count's  clandeftine  prac- 
tices ;  which  were  not  a  little  increafed  upon  the  publication 
of  a  libel  about  September  17 16,  intitled,  ^  An  EngliOi  Mer- 
•^  chant's  Remarks  upon  a  Scandalous  Jacobite  Paper  pub« 

*  liflied  in  the  Pod-Boy,  under  the  name  of,  A  Memorial 

*  prefented  to  the  Chancery  of  Sweden,   by  the  Redden t  of 

*  Great  Britain.'  Of  which  libel  count  Gyllenburg  was  fuf« 
peded  to  be  the  author,  as  afterwards  appeared  by  his  let* 
ters.  • 

The  fecuring  the  perfon  and  papers  of  a  public  minifter 

being  an  affair  of  an  extraordinary  nature,  and  fome  foreign 

minifters  having  exprefled  their  refentments  of  it  at  court, 

.they  were  given  to  underftand,  that  in  a  day  or  two  they 

Ihould  be  acquainted  with  the  reafons  for  proceeding  againft 

the  Swedifli  minifier  in  fuch  a  manner.     Accordingly,  the 

fecretaries  of  ftate,  Mr.  Stanhope  and  Mr.  Methuen,  wrote  a 

circular  letter  to  the  foreign  minifters  of  their  refpedlive  dif- 

trids,  who  were  pretty  well  reconciled  to  the  proceedings  of 

.die  court;  only  the  marquis  de  Monteleone,  the  Spanifh 

ambafiador,  faid,  in  his  anfwer  to  Mr.  Stanhope :    '  That 

he  was  fony  no  other  way  could  be  found  out,  for  preferving 

the  peace  of  his  majefty  s  dominions,  without  arrefting  the 

•perfon  of  a  public  minifter,  and  felzing  all  his  papers,  which 

are  the  facred  repofitories  of  the  fecrets  of  his  mafter ;  and, 

.in  whatever  manner  thefe  two  fa£^s  may  feem  to  be  under* 

ftood,  they  feem  very  fenfibly  to  wound  the  law  of  nations/ 

Not  many  days  after  the  feizing  of  count  Gyllenburg,  ba- BtraiiG«it« 
ron  Gortz,  minifter  and  favourite  of  xhe  king  of  Sweden^  fccurtd. 
was  likewife  fecured  in  Guelderland,  in  the  following  man- 
ner :  Mr.  Leathes,  the  Britifti  refident  at  the  Hague,  re- 
ceived the  king's  orders  to  defire  the  regents  of  that  ftate  to 
confent  to  the  feizing  of  baron  Gortz,  with  his  two  fecreta- 
ries,  M.  Stambke  and  M.  Guftavus  Gyllenburg,  the  baron 
having  for  fome  time  been  concerned  in  carrying  on  a  corre- 
spondence, and  concerting  meafures  with  the  Britifti  rebels  in 
France,  and  with  feveral  perfons  in  England,  by  means  of 

Vol.  XIX.  D  count 
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Geo.  I.  count  Gyllenburg,  for  raifing  a  rebellion  in  England,  t# 
1716-17.  be  fupported  bv  a  foreign  force.  Mr.  Leathes  went  im- 
mediately  to  Amfterdam,  and  difpofed  the  magiftratef  of 
that  place  to  confent  to  the  fecuring  of  baron  Gortz,  in  cafe 
he  (hould  come  thither  from  France ;  and  returned  back  to 
the  Hague.  The  fame  night  baron  Gortz  arrived  there,  hav- 
ing heard  at  Calais  of  count  Gyllenburg's  being  put  under 
arreft,  which  prevented  his  going  over  to  Engiano,  as  he  in- 
tended. He  had,  on  the  i8th  of  February,  a  conference 
with  the  imperial  mtnifter,  wherein  he  extolled  the  inclina- 
tion of  the  king  of  Sweden  to  peace,  and  infifled  on  a  refolu- 
tion  abont  his  laft  proportions ;  but,  the  next  day,  he  let 
out,  a  little  before  noon,  in  a  poft-chaife,  accompanied  I^ 
general  Poniatoweflci^  having,  as  Jt  is  believed,  had  fomfe 
notice,  that  orders  were  given  to  iecure  him,  which  indeed 
he  narrowly  efcaped.  For,  upon  Mr.  Leathes's  apidicadon, 
the  council  of  the  States  of  Holland  met,  and  psSSed  a  refolu^ 
tion  for  (eizing  the  baron  and  his  fecretaries ;  but,  before  it 
could  be  executed,  the  baron  and  M.  Stambke  were  gone 
that  morning  for  Amftcrdam  j  fo  that  only  Mr.  Gylienburg 
was  then  taken.  A  party  of  horfe  was  immediately  fent  after 
the  other  two,  and  Mr.  Leathes  followed  them  to  Arafter- 
dam,  and,  learning  where  baron  Gortz  was  lodged,  he 
went,  accompanied  with  the  proper  officers,  to  the  houfe  of 
M.  Tcitfen,  a  Swcdifli  merchant,  and  fearched  it  5  but  the 
baron  had  left  it  fome  hours  before.  However,  a  box  was 
found,  in  which  were  twelve  large  packets  of  letters ;  and, 
informations  being  given  which  way  the  baron  had  taken, 
fome  perfons  were  difpatched  after  him,  who  feized  him  and 
M.  Stambke  at  Arnheim,  by  leave  of  the  magiilrates  of  that 
place,  as  they  were  taking  coach  to  go  on  from  thence. 
Mr.  Leathes,  being  returned  to  the  Hague,  waited  on  the 
deputies  of  the  province  of  Guelderland,  who  thought  fit  to 
write  a  letter  to  the  magiftrates  of  Arnheim,  ordering  them 
to  caufe  the  baron  and  M.  Stambke  to  be  kept  in  fafe  cuftody. 
On  this  occafion,  all  thofe  of  the  regency,  who  were  applied 
'  to,  entered  readily  into  the  reafbnablenels  of  the  king's  de- 
mands, and  gave  all  the  afliftance  and  difpatch,  that  was 
confiftent  with  the  known  forms  of  proceeding  in  that  Coun- 
try. It  is  obfervable,  that,  when  baron  Gortz  was  feized, 
tie  owned  himielf  to  have  been  the  projedor  of  the  intended 
'  invafion  of  Great  Britain  by  the  king  of  Sweden,  and  that  he 
had  actually  provided  ten  thoufand  arms,  and  other  necefla- 
ries  for  this  fervice,  valuing  himfelf  very  much  upon  what 
he  had  done  in  this  affair,  as  thinking  it  extremely  for  the 

4iitereft 
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intercft  of  bis  roafter,    mkI  a  noble   and  glorioos  enter*    Geo.  I. 
{Hrize  (a).  17 16-1 7* 

The  parliament  of  Great  Britain  met  on  die  20th  of  Fe- :- 

bfuary,  accorcKng  to  their  iaft  prorogation ;   and  the  king  J^^  ^^^y^ 
being  come  to  the  houfe  of'  pccri  with  the  ufuai  ibiemnity,  the  fifth 
and  delivering  a  fpeech  i/ito  the  lord  chanccUor's  hands^  it  parliament 
was  by  him  read  to  both  hotifes*  ^.^J^ 

^  Bnuin, 

<<  My  lords  and  gentlemen^ 

<*  T  Was  in  faopesj  that  the  fuccefs  which  it  pfeafed  GcxJ 
f*  X  to  give  us,  in  defeating  the  late  febdlion,  might  have 
•*  fccurcd  to  the  nation  peace,  plenty^  and  tranquillity. 

^^  My  endeavours  have  not  been  wanting^  during  your 
**•  recels,  to  improve  the  happy  profpedt  which  ^i^as  in  view^ 
**  by  entering  into  fuch  negotiations,  as  I  fudged  moft  con- 
^  ducive  to  Uiofe  good  ends :  And  it  is  with  pleafure  I  cani 
^'  acquaint  you,  that  many  defe£b  in  the  treaties  of  Utrecht^ 
<<  which  very  nearly  affedted  the  trade,  and  even  the  fecurity 
<<  of  thefe  kingdoAls,  have  been  remedied  by  fubleqiientcon** 
^<  veotioAS,  the  happy  cotifequences  of  which  have  already 
^  very  fenfibly  appeared^  by  the  flouriihing  oondition  of  our 
*^  trade  and  credits 

**  By  the  alliance  lately  concluded  with  France  and  the  Thekla^ 
*<  States-Geoeral,  we  are  foon  to  be  eafed  of  all  future  ap-  S*^V 
^  prehenftons  from  Dunkirk  and  Mardyke^    The  pretender   ^' 
^<  is  aftually  removed  beyond  the  Alps :   His  adhmnts  are 
<<  deprived  of  all  hopes  of  fiqiport  and  countenance  from 
«*  Fiance  |  and  even  the  affiflanee  of  that  crc^n  is  flipukted 
«<  to  lis  in  cafe  of  exigency^ 

^  It  feemed  reaibnable  to  expefif,  that  fucb  a  fituation  of 
^  afiairs  at  home  and  abroad  jihould  have  recovered  from 
<<  their  delufion  all  fuch  of  our  fubjeds,  as  had  unhappily 
<*  been  feduced  hy  the  craft  and  wickednefi  of  defperate  an(t 
<^  ill*defigning  men,  and  thereby  have  afibrded  t^e  the  op- 
^<  portunity,  which  I  delired,  of  foUowtng  the  natural  bent 

(a)  To  lofijfy  this  invafion,  it  afterwards  porchafed  thefe  two 

Wat  urgedt  thai  kingCeorges  daduesofhim:  And  this  year 

as  elemr  of  Hanover,'  had  af-  had   gittn  inilradlioas   to  Si# 

fiHed  the  princes  in  confederaey  J^iat  Norriis  to  join  the  Danilk 

agamil  the  king  of  Swtdent  and  Ruffian  fleets  in  the  Balcidtf 

proclaimed  war  againU   him,  wl^ch  the  admiral  did  accord- 

aided  the  king  of  Denmark  to  iagly. 


ialie  fiieniMi  and  Verden,  and 


Da  «  of 
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Geo.  !•  "  of  my  d^n  inclinations  to  lenity,  by  opening  this  feffieit 
I7i6-I7« "  with  an  aft  of  grace.  But  fuch  is  the  obftinate  and  inve- 
>  ■  ■  **  terate  rancour  of  a  fadion  amongft  us,  chat  it  hath  again 

^'  prompted  them  to  animate  and  mr  up  foreign  powers  to 
**  difturb  the  peace  of  their  native  country  :  They  wilJ 
*^  choofe  rather  to  make  Britain  a  fcene  of  blood  and  confu- 
*^  fion,  and  to  venture  even  the  putting  this  kingdom  under 
^<  a  foreign  yoke,  than  give  over  their  darling  defignofim- 
**  pofing  a  ropifb  pretender. 

*<  I  have  ordered  to  be  laid  before  you  copies  of  letters, 
*<  which  have  pafled  between  the  Swedifh  minifters  on  this 
**  occaAon,  which  contain  a  certain  account  of  the  projected 
•'^  invaiion:  And  I  promiib  myfelf  from  your  escperienced  zeal 
<*  and  afFeftion  to  my  perfon  and  government,  that  you  will 
.<<  come  to  fuch  relblutions,  as  will  enable  me,  by  the  ble(> 
>'  fmgof  God,  to  defeat  all  the  defigns  of  our  enemies  againft 
«  us, 

n 

**  Gentlemen  of  the  boofe  of  commons, 

«  I  did  hope,  the  putting  an  end  to  the  late  rebellion 
"  would  have  fo  far  fecured  the  peace  and  trMiquillity  of  the 
*'  nation,  that  I  might,  confidently  with-  the  fafety  of  my 
*'  people,  have  made  a  confiderable  redudion  of  the  forces. 
*'  But  Che  preparations,  which  are  making  from  abroad,  to 
^^  invade  us,  oblige  me  to  afk  fuch  fupplies,  as  you  {hall  find 
*•  abfolutely  neceflary  for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom. 

*'  You  are  all  fenfible  o£  the  infupportable  weight  of  the 
<<  national  debts,  which  the  public  became  engaged  f6r, 
*'  from  the  neceflity  of  the  times,  the  preiTures  of  a  long  and 
^  expenfive  war,  and  the  languifhing  ftate  of  public  credit. 
<<  But,  the  fcene  being  now  fo  happily  changed,  if  no  new 
<<  difturbances  ihall  plunge  us  again  into  freights  and  diffi- 
^^  culties,  the  general  expectation  feems  to  require  of  you, 
*<  that  you  ihould  turn  your  thoughts  towards  fome  method 
*'  of  extricating  yourfelves,  by  reducing,  by,  degrees,  the 
<(  debts  of  the  nation. 

'«  My  lords  and  gentlemen, 

'<  I  have  an  intire  confidence  in  you,  and  have  therefore 

.    <<  nothing  to  aik,  but,  that  ypu  would  take  fuch  meafures, 

**.  as  will  beft  fecure  your  religion  and  liberties.     While  you 

<<  prtfcrve  thofe  ineftimable  bleffings,  I  fhall  fit  eafy  and  fafe 

*'  on 
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**  on  my  tbrone^  having  no  other  view  but  the  happinefs  and  Geo.  I. 
«  profpcrity  of  my  people''  (b).  1716-17. 

The  king  being  v^itkdrawn,  and  the  commons  returned  "T""""^ 
to  their  houfe,    Mr-   fccretary  Stanhope  laid  before  them  f^*„^^^ 
copies  of  the  letters  which  pafled  between  count  Gyllenburg,  invafion  ana 
the  barons  Gortz  and  Sparre,  and  others,  relating  to  a  deiign  rebdlion, 
<^  raifing  a  rebellion  in  Great  Britain,  to  be  fupported  by  an 
invafion  from  Sweden.    By  thefe  letters  it  appeared,  that  a 
defies  was  formed  to  dethrone  king  George,  and  conduced 
in  wch  a  manner,  as  almoft  to  warrant  fuccefs.    Artful  pa« 
pers  were  publiflied  to  foment  and  increafe  difcontent  and  di* 
Tifion;  the  apparent,  tranquillity  enjoyed  in  Great  Britain» 
was  to  be  an  occafion  of  requiring  and  obtaining  the  reduc*. 
tjon  of  the.  national,  and  difmiffion  of  the  foreign  forces ; 
ihip8,  bought  at  difFerent  places,  were  to  aflemble  at  Gotten- 
burg  by  the  end  of  March,  when  the  eaft  winds  ufually  blow, 
on  board  of  which  eight  thoufand  foot,  and  four  thoufand 
borfe,   were  to  embark,    with  artillery,   ammunition,  and 
arms  for  fifteen  thoufand  men.    The  great  number  of  the 
di(affe£ted  had  been  fo  hi  relied  on,  that  the  fecret  of  the  ne- 
gotiation had  been  trufted  in  England  but  to  very  few  per- 
u>ns ;  nothing  was  traniaded  in  writing ;    no  treaty  was 
made ;  the  mutual  concern  for  the  fuccefs  of  the  undertaking 


(b)  Befides  the  treaty  of  com- 
merce with  Spain  (by  which  the 
three  articles  tacked  to  the 
trcsLty  of  Utrecht  were  revoked, 
and  alt  other  grievances  in  trade 
removed)  and  the  triple  alliance 
between  Great  Britain,  France, 
^nd  the  States,  the  king  had 
concladed  anodier  treaty  with 
theemperor,May  1 6, 1 7 1  o^which 
he  did  not  thint  fit  to  mention 
to  the  parliament.  By  this 
treaty  there  was  to  be  perfed 
unity  between  them»  and  each 
was  to  reckon  the  advantages 
and  lofTes  of  the  other  as  his 
own.  They  were  to  defend  one 
another  in  the  poiTeffion  of  all 
their  prefent  kingdoms,  pro* 
vincesy  and  rights,  and,  in  cafe 
either  of  them  was  attacked, 
Ihe  other  was  to  affift  with  eight 


thoafand  foot,  and  four  thou- 
fand horfe,  or  with  fliips  in  prg- 
portion.  No  prince  was  to  be 
admitted  without  common  con« 
fent ;  but  the  Sutes  were  to  be 
admitted,  and  even  invited  vrith- 
out  delay,  to  accede  to  it.  By 
a  feparate  article  this  treaty  was 
not  to  extend  to  the  emperor's 
wars  with  the  Turks. 

The  defign  of  this  alliance 
was  to  rottze  the  jcaloufy  of 
France,  and  incline  the  regent 
to  haften  a  treaty  with  England. 
Accordingly,  when  he  heard  of 
this  treaty,  he  refolved  toeqter 
into  an  alliance  with  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Holland,  and  the  treaty 
(as  hath  been  fald)  was  conclu- 
ded at  Hanover  the  beginning 
of  the  next  year. 


D 


was. 
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Gep.  I.  was,  as  it  were,  thd  warrant  for  the  promifes  that  wcw 

171617. given. 

m.  his  method  of  treating  prolonged  the  negotiation,  but 

withal  was  a  fecurity  againft  the  ill  confequences  of  a  dllfcov 
-  *  terv .     Both  fides  were  equally  dcfirous  of  being  concealed, 

The  king  of  Sweden  abfolutely  refufed  to  appear  in  the  af- 
fair, lill  the  time  of  execution;  and  the  pretender's  friends, 
with  whom  count  Gyllenburg  treated  at  London,  would  not 
CHi'  c  for  any  thing  till  they  had  his  mafter*ff  word.  TTiey 
did  not  care  to  labour  in  vain ;  but,  as  foon  as  they  (hould 
have  the  affurance  of  his  affiftance,  money  fliould  not  be 
wanting,  nor  means  to  fupport  the  aflain  Upon  this,  baron 
Gortz  fpoke  out  more  plainly.  He  fent  word,  he  bad  done 
nothing  but  upon  the  luiowledge  of  his  mailer's  intentions, 
and  had  lately  been  impowcred  in  form  to  profecute  the  cn- 
t^rprize.  He  fent  a  copy  9f  his  full  powers,  which  were  un- 
limited, and  it  was  vifible  they  were  fo  extenfive,  only  be- 
(caufe  there  might  be  no  occafion  to  mention  the  affair,  whicl| 
was  to  be  concealed  from  the  minifters  at  Stockholm. 

This  affurance  removed  all  uneafinefs  ^d  irrofolution  j 
money  was  given ;  views  were  explained  j  means  of  fubfift* 
ihg  the  foreign  troops  were  p^rticularifed ;  a  perfon  was  pro* 
cured,  who  was  perfeftly  acquainted  with  the  coafts  where 
it  was  refolved  they  (hould  land  ;  Ihips  of  war  were  provided, 
from  fixty  to  feventy  guns  j  merchant-men,  that  were  to 
carry  corn  to  Gottenourg,  were  to  ferve  for  tranfports.  The 
fcheme  was  well  laid,  and  the  execution  Teemed  infallible; 
cfpecially,  if  the  army  had  been  reduced,  and  the  Dutch 
forces  felit  home.  Twelve  thoufand  chofen  Swedes,  in  a 
condition  to  receive  thofe  that  were  ready  to  join  them, 
would  have  quickly  formed  a  powerful  army :  Encouraged 
by  fuch  an  army,  the  people  would  have  rifen  on  all  fides : 
The  Highlanders  would  have  all  been  in  arms :  Tb«  tornent 
would  have  increafed  without  ceafing,  and  a  battje  would 
have  dedded  the  affair.  Thus  much  is  certain,  the  projed 
was  infinitely  better  concerted  than  the  laft  yearns :  The  con- 
tinual motions  of  the  SwedUh  forces  would  have  ferved  to 
cover  the  true  defign,  till  it  would  have  been  too  late  to  op- 

e)fe  it ;  a  few  days  fufficed  to  convey  them  into  Scotland  or 
ngland.     But  a  timely  difcovery  confounded  all  thefc  mca- 
(iires,  and  eftablifhed  king  Geor^  on  the  throne  (c). 

The 

(c)  The  reader  may  fee  ^U    At  fWbwing  ahftraA^  cf  the 
fhefe  particulars,  at  large,  iA    letters. 
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The  letters,  being  read  in  both  houfes,  raifed  the  utmoft  Geo.  I. 
indignation  in  all  the  weU-afFedted  to  the  government,  and  1716-1 7* 
addreiles  were  prefented,  full  of  the  moft  lively  expreffions  —....«« 
of  loyalty  and  zeal,  and  of  refentment  againft  the  proceedings 
of  the  late  miniftry.     The  lords,  in  their  addiels,  laid,  ^  We 


The  £rft  letter  is  from  baron 
Spane»  to  count  Gyllenburg, 
dated  at  Fms,  September  25, 
1 7 16;  in  which  the  baron  ac- 
floaints  the  count,  '  That,  three 
nays  before,  he  was  informed, 
that  he  [count  Gyllenburg] 
bad  entered  upon  bnfinefs  with 
Some  lords  of  the  chief  of  the 
pretender's  party:  That,  they 
took  it  for  granted,  he  was  au- 
thorifed  to  do  fo^  by  the  king 
of  Sweden ;  ahd,  in  a  word, 
that  he  was  inclined  to  believe, 
that  his  Swedifli  majefty  would 
efponie  the  interefts  of  that 
pnnce.  In  the  firft  place,  adds 
the  baron,  I  will  tell  yon,  that 
I  Ihall  be  charmed  witn  it ;  and 
then,  that  it  is  not  from  a  mo- 
tive of  curiofity,  that  I  aik, 
whether  what  I  have  heard  be 
true ;  but,  that  I  may  co-ope- 
rate with  you,  though  indirect- 
ly, till  I  have  powers  like  yours, 
with  which,  you  know,  we  are 
obliged  to  proceed  very  cau- 
doufly.  Do  me  the  friendihip 
U>  let  me  know,  what  there  is 
in  this  matter,  as  foon  as  poffi- 
ble.  I  flatter  myielf  you  will 
find  your  account  in  it' 

The  next  is  a  letter  from 
count  Gyllenburg  to  baron 
Gortz,  dated  London,  Sept.  29, 
O.  S.  Oaob.  9,  N,  S.  1716; 
which,  being  very  material,  de- 
iervet  to  be  inierted  at  length. 
*  In  anfwer  to  your  excellency's 
letter  ((ays  the  count)  of  the 
tzd  pflO,  I  new  do  myfeif  die 


aro 

honour  to  acquaint  you,    that 
every  body  here  is  of  opinion, 
that  either  France  is  extremely 
weak,  or  elie,  that  the  recent 
aims  at  the  throne,  and  is  defi- 
rous   to    purchafe  it   of  king 
George,  at  any  rate;  for,  other* 
wife,   it  is  thought  impoifible, 
that  France  comd   condeicend 
to  make  To  ignominious  a  (acri- 
fice,   as  fhe  does,   of  a  work 
[Mardyke]   which  coil  her  fo 
much,   and  for  which  the  late 
king  would  have  undergone  a 
ten  years  war.     People  go  fb 
far  here,  as  to  lay  wagers,  that 
the  youn?  king  of  France  will 
be  difpatiuied,  hefore  a  certain 
time,  to  make  room  for  his  un* 
cle.     fiut,  if  the  report,  which 
i^  current   at  preient,    proves 
true,    that   the  voung  kin^  is 
fidlen  ill  of  the  fmall  pox,  it  is 
very  poffible,    that  providence 
may  confound  his  vafl  projeds, 
which,     among   other   things, 
tend  to  fet  up  die  court  of  Ha- 
nover to  ferve  France,  in  our 
ftead,  as  a  balance  againft  the 
power  of  the  emperor :  And  it 
was  with  this  view,  that  France 
already  ofiered,  laft  fpring,  to 
confent  to  guaranty  to  the  Ha« 
noverians  &e  poi&flion  of  the. 
duchy  of  Bremen.     Jf  the  em- 
peror confiders  well  the  time,  at 
which  France  takes  thefe  fleps, 
and  England  is  fb  forward  to 
anfwer  them,  he  will  find,  that 
his   laft   advantage    over    the 
Turks  has  begot  a  jealoufy  in 
J)  J^,  '  thofe 
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Geo.  t.  are  fenfible,  that  the  grofs  defeds  and  pernicious  cotife- 
1716-17.  quenccs  of  the  late  treaty  of  Utrecht  could  not  have  been  re- 
>■■■  medicd,  but  by  your  majefly's  unwearied  application  for  the 

good 


thofe  two  powers,  and  has  made 
them  bethink  themfelves,  in 
good  time,  of  fecuring  one  ano- 
ther, mutually)  againft  his 
power.  I  know  not  with  what 
deiign  it  is  done ;  but  the  mi- 
niftry,  at  prefent,  give  out,  that 
the  peace  of  the  north  is  adually 
in  agitation,  and  that  it  will  l^e 
concluded  to  the  fatisfa£^ion  of 
the  king  of  Sweden.  My  friends 
would  perfuade  me,  that  this  is 
done,  in  order  to  quiet  a  little 
the  minds  of  thofe,  whofe  eyes 
my  paper  (Remarks  of  an  £ng- 
liih  Merchant,  Sec.)  has  open- 
ed. Be  that  as  it  will,  I  can 
afltire  your  excellency^  that  ne- 
ver any  paper  met  with  a  more 
general  approbation ;  and,  if  I 
jnight  venture  to  give  my  opi- 
nion, I  Aiould  think  it  would 
not  be  improper  to  caufe  it  to  be 
printed  in  French,  in  Dutch, 
and  even  in  Englifh,  at  the 
Hague.  Your  excellency  may 
be  alTured,  that,  if  thefe  gentle- 
men here  make  any  anlwer  to 
it,  I  ihall  be  ready  to  baffle  them 
intirely,  and  that  there  is  no- 
thing in  the  world  I  (hould  fo 
much  wi(h  for. 

Whether  they  do  this,  or  not, 
I  intend  to  have  feveral  pieces 
ready  againft  the  meeting  of  the 
parliament,  and  to  publifli  them 
Dy  a  little  at  a  time,  the  impa« 
tience  of  the  people  here  not 
fuffering  them  to  read  long  de* 
dudlions :  And,  if  I  had  where- 
withal to  defray  the  expence,  I 
would  caofe  fome  of  them  to  be 
printed  imjnediately,  and  the 
fjipers  to  be  conveyed  into  fuch 


places,  that  it  (hould  not  be  ia 
the  power  of  this  court  to  hinder 
the  impreiiion.  The  intima- 
tions, which  have  been  made 
me,  terminate  in  bringing  in 
the  pretender;  but,  as  1  cannot 
enter  upon  that  affair,  without 
an  exprefs  order  from  the  king, 
my  mailer,  I  have  avoided  com- 
ing to  particulars. 

Ten  thottfand  men,  tranA 
ported  hither  from  Sweden, 
would  do  the  bufinefs ;  and,  I 
believe,  we  fhall  not  be  at  a 
loft  for  money. 

I  fend  you,  inclofed,  the 
tranilation  pf  the  paper,  which 
has  been  publilhed  here.' 

Baron  Gortz,  in  his  anfwer, 
dated  at  the  Hague,  Odob.  tV 
1 7 16,  is  of  opinion,  *  That, 
hitherto,  they  need  not  be  mnch 
diflurbed  about  the  treaty  be- 
tween France  and  Great  Britain  ;* 
and  adds,  *  That  the  count's 
printed  piece  deferves  the  ap- 
probation it  meets  with :  That 
he  has  fern  it  to  the  kin^,  and 
will  take  care  to  get  tranSations 
of  it  into  other  languages  prin- 
ted. He  defires  to  know  the 
expence  of  printing  the  other 
pieces  of  the  count's  compofing : 
Cautions  him,  not  to  make  any 
mention,  in  his  letters  to  the 
king,  nor  to  his  correfpondents 
in  Sweden,  of  what  has  been 
iniinuated  to  him  about  the  pre- 
tender :  But  that,  in  the  mean 
time,  he  will  run  no  riiqne,  in 
acquainting  him  with  aul  the 
particulars  on  that  head;  and 
that,  above  all,  it  will  be  ne« 
ceflary  to  make  him  clearly  un- 

deriland* 
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good  of  your  fubjeds,  and  by  that  jiift  regard,  which  is  {>aid   Geo.  L 
by  fbrdgn  potenutes  to  your  known  wildom  and  integrity.  I7i6»i7. 

It 


derftind,  how  ten  thodand  men 
might  do  the  bufinefs ;  that  is 
to  fay,  what  fcheme  has  been 
contrived,  and  what  motive 
they  propefe  to  offer,  to  induce 
the  iung  of  Sweden  to  eater  into 
this  affair.' 

Count  Gyllenboig,  in  his  an- 
fwer,  dated  at  London*  Oc- 
tober 12-23,  1716,  telb  baron 
Gortz,  '  I  iay  nothing  to  the 
alliance  kiely  made  by  France. 
Laft  fpring,  France  offered  the 
Hanoircrians  their  guaranty  of 
thepoieffionof  Bnemen,  and  I 
doubt  not  but  they  have  now 
done  it.  How  do  we  know, 
hut  this  may  produce  good  dif- 
pofitions  at  Vienna  towards  us  ? 
It  was  in  jefl  only  that  count 
Volkra  told  M.  Petkum,  that 
his  mailer  would  enter  into  that 
alliance. 

I  am  very  glad,  that  my 
pamphlet  meets  with  your  ex- 
>Cellency's  approbation.  I  af- 
fnre  you,  that  to  print  the  pieces, 
tint  will  be  neceffary.  Will  coff 
me,  at  leaft,  fixty  pounds. 
Printers  mnft  be  brib«i  to  it, 
iax  they  run  great  rifques,  in 
printing  any  thing  that  dif* 
pleafes  the  government :  But  I 
will  keep  an  exa&  account  of 
every  penny. 

I  would  begin  with  our  treaty, 
and  make  (hort  remarks  upon 
it  *.  Aiterwardi,j  I  will  print 
cxtra£b  from  the  anftom>houfet 
to  ihew  the  little  necefllty  there 
is  of  the  trade  to  Peterfhurg  and 
Riga,  efpecially  this  year.  Then 
J  will  come  to  the  Hanover  de- 
claration of  war,  and  will  exa- 
aaine  it^  if  it  be  n«ceffiu7.    Af« 


ter  that,  I  will  proceed  to  every 
one  of  oar  enemies,  and  I  doubt 
not,  bat  toondeoeive  the  na- 
tion.' 

To  this  letter  count  Gyllen- 
burg  fubjoins  this  remarkable 
pofflcript: 

*  Your  exceilency  will  havu 
feen,  by  my  laft  to  M.  de  Mul- 
lern,  what  I  have  written  apoa 
the  iiibjeft  in  qneftion*  You 
will  be  pleaied  to  lend,  or  keep 
back,  that  letter,  juft  as  yoa 
Ihall  judge  convenient.  How- 
ever, I  &g  you  would  be  plea- 
fed  to  inform  me  which  yoa 
do. 

There  is  no  medium ;  either 
Bremen,  or  the  Hanoverians, 
muft  be  facrificed.  The  latter 
is  not  fo  difficult,  conffdering 
the  general  diicoatent.  Ten 
thou&nd  men  would  be  fuffi- 
cieot.  The  malecontents  re-, 
quire  but  a  body  of  regular 
troops,  to  which  they  may  join 
theinielves.  That  body,  being 
tranfported  in  the  month  or 
March,  when  the  eafterlywinda 
reign,  and  when  it  will  not  in 
the  leaft  be  dreamt  on,  will 
caufe  a  ffeneral  revolt.  We 
muft  alfo  nave  arms  for  between 
fifteen  and  twenty  thoufand 
men,  and  as  many  accoutre- 
ments as  can  be  got;  for,  as  to 
hories,  we  ihall  have  them  )Mtxt. 
Your  excellency  may  cafily  i^  was 
jndee  of  what  advantage  ^s  done  and 
will  be  to  the  king ;  and,  in  iold  printe- 
my  poor  opinion,  we  have  no  ^7* 
other  conrfe  to  take,  unlefs  we 
are  willing  to  give  up  every 
thing.  \Sf  friends  are  not  in; 
town>  but  I  ihall  ijpcak  with. 

them 
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Geo.  !•  It  is  with'  unfpeakable  fatisfaSion,  that  we  fee  your  mzjctky^m 
I7i6-i7«  endeavours  fuccefiful  in  fuch  conventions^  as  have  already 

■    ■  given 


them  fome  day  the  next  week  ; 
and  then  yoar  cxcdlency  may 
expe^  their  fchene :  In  the 
mean  time,  I  (hould  be  of  opi- 
nion, that,  if  the  bufineis  could 
be  done,  withoat  making  uie  of 
a  great  many  Engliih,  there 
would  be  the  leis  rifqne  ran ; 
for  I  do  not  know  wnether  I 
ought  to  touch  npon  what  the 
king  muft  have  further ;  for,  al- 
though  they  will  endeavour  to 
do  every  thm^  that  I  afk,  3ret, 
as  it  muft  be  oy  a  contribution 
raifed  among  a  great  many,  it 
Vkxy  happen,  that  there  may  be 
a  falfe  brother.  Our  men  once 
landed,  I  anfwer  for  the  reft.  In 
the  mean  timd,  I  beg  you  would 
remember  what  I  had  the  ho- 
nour to  write  to  you,  laft  fum* 
mer,  concerning  one  N-«— . 
No  body  knows  the  fea  and  the 
coafts  better  than  he,  and  he  is 
a  brave  and  honeft  man.  In 
fliort  it  will  be  a  glorious  enter- 
prife,  which  will  put  an  end  to 
all  our  misfortanes,  by  ruining 
thofe  who  are  die  authors  of 
them.  As  so  what  I  have  to  £ay 
of  the  time,  the  iboner  the  bet- 
ter, after  the  trade  to  Gotten- 
burg  is  ended,  or  beibre  it  be- 
gins.' 

The  next  letter  is  from  count 
Gyllenburg,  so  his  brother  Gu« 
fiavus  GySenbnrg,  feeictary  to 
haroo  dcGortx,  ^lattd  at  Lon«' 
don^  Odober  t6-s7,i7]6-;  in 
which  she  poftfcr^  to  baron 
-Gortx,  SB  only  material,  which 
is  as  follows: 

■  <  1  have  teee  Ipoken  with 
two  of  du  pffindpalsi  who  have 
afimd  iBe»  ihat  tlieis  ihaU^- 


fixtythoofand  pounds  fierlin^» 
ready,  as  loon  as  I  (hall  fhew^ 
them  a  line  from  the  king,  witb 
aflurances  under  his  own  hand» 
that  he  will  affift  them.  As  for 
the  fcheme,  1  fhall  have  it  with- 
in a  few  days.  One  of  theat* 
who  is  the  chief  promoter  of  the 
aiBur,  a^ured  me,  that  we  had 
nothing  to  apprehend  from  the 
regent  on  this  occafion.' 

By  a  letter  dated  at  the  Hague^ 
November?,  1 716.  M.Gnfta- 
vus  Gyllenburg  acquaints  hit 
brother,  the  count,  that  he  has 
given  baron  Gortz  his  letter  of 
die  1 6*  27  of  0£U>ber,  to  read,  as 
well  as  the  note  therein  inclofed  s 
to  which  he  made  him  the  fol- 
lowing anfwer  :  *  It  is  my  re- 
peated advice,  to  forbear  fpeak- 
ing  any  thing  at  all  of  money  1 
but  to  hear  people  only,  fo  as  to 
learn  clearly  what  they  are  aUe 
and  difpofed  to  do,  and  to  ac- 
quaint me  with  it,  without  o- 
pening  yourfelf  to  them.' 

The  next  letter  is  from  count 
Gyllenburg  to  baron  Gortz,  da- 
ted at  London,  November  4, 
1716,  as  follows  :  *  In  anfwer 
to  what  your  excellency  has 
done  roe  the  honour  to  write  to 
me  in  the  pofticript  to  your  let- 
ter of  the  16-27  paft,  I  grant 
tfao#e  #ill  be  no  harm  in  hearing 
the  infinuations  of  this  court,  u 
they  were  made  not  only  with* 
oot  my  fvoraifing  to  make  re- 

Crt  of  them  to  his  majefty, 
t  flUb  my  giving  them  hopes 
offusmajefty^  being  refolded  to 
be  reconciled  to  the  Hanove* 
nans,  and  to  lacriiice  Bremen 
to  fhemiof  fome  equivalent  on. 

the 
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gjlMfi  new  life  to  fair  trade  and  credit;   and  pardculaily  in  Geo.  L 
tke  itreaty  lately  ^ concluded  with  Frmcr  Mi  tk^  States-  I7i6-i7» 

general.  ■ 


thippart  of  the  caour.     Bnt  ai, 

without  that,    they  will  make 
no  overtures,  for  fear  we^iould 
inake  ofe  of  them  to  increafe 
ftiU  more  the  diftruft,  which  is 
between  the  northern  allies,  and 
fo  make  an  advantage  of  them ; 
i^  is  not  in  my  power  to  get  any 
thing  particular  out  of  them ; 
nor  am  I  able  to  fay  of  what  fer- 
vice  to  ub  their  affidance  againft 
the  czar  would  bp ;    but  if  I 
were  to  gaefs  by  their  difconrfei 
who  have  been  talking  with  me 
about  it,    as  from  themfelves, 
though  I  eafily  perceived  it  was 
by  order  of  the   mmifters,    I 
ihoold  beiie\  e>  that,  i  f  the  pre- 
Umiaary  ooncerning  firemen  was 
/ettledy    the    ^glifli    mini^rs 
would  be  very  well  plea^d  to 
retrieve  tlie  falfe  itep  they  have 
intde,  by  talking  loudly  of  the 
defenfive  treaty  between  us,  and 
by  perfuading  the  nation  to  give 
ns  oie  fuccours  therein  ftipular 
led,  either  in  money  or  jfhips. 
I  fhonid    fancy  alfo,    that  we 
might  come  to  an  agreement  in 
relation  to  what  they  ought  to 
help  ns  to  take  from  the  czar, 
by  way  of  repriial  for  our  lofies 
ill  Germany.     On    the  other 
hand,  and  if  we  do  not  fubqiit 
to  them,  your  excellency  may 
be  atffiired,  that,  as  well  to  jnu 
nfy  their*,  paft  aOions,  as  to 
farce  ns  t6  a  conpliaaGe,  they 
will  prevail  npon  the  mercenary 
parliament,  which  they  have  at 

Ceient,  to  take  vigorous  tefo- 
dons,  and  even  to  declare  war 
a^nft  us.  This  is  what  we 
aauft  emea.  TJht  Englifh  sii^ 
nifleri  donot  miiice  tiie  utttter^ 


and  they  have  already  made  it 
appear,  that  they  will  ftick  at 
nothing.  They  are  all  furious 
perfons.  Sunderland,  who  is, 
m  a  manner,  at  the  head  of  af* 
fairs,  and  who  has  got  all  the 
intereft  he  has  with  the  king  of 
England,  by  having  confented 
to  what  has  been  done  againft 
ns  (being  befidet  CNir  enemy)  ia 
at  preient  at  Hanover,  to  take 
his  inftrudions  f^om  the  Ger* 
inans,  and  yoiv  excellency  may 
depend  npon  it,  he  will  execute 
them  with  all  the  boldnefs  [Ef* 
fronterje]  imaeinahle.  Your 
excellency  will  therefore  find, 
we  ought  to  make  ufe  of  dua 
opportunity  to  enter  into  mea* 
fares  againft  people,  who  cer« 
uinly  will  not  do  things  by 
halves.  We  muft  either  ruin 
them,  or  be  undone  ourielves, 
that  il,  if  it  be  in  their  power  to 
bring  it  to  pafs. 

Poftfcript.  My  friends  are 
now  in  town,  An  exprefs, 
which  came  to  them  yefterday 
from  the  pretender,  will  put 
diem  in  a  better  condition  for 
forming  a  plan.  To-day  they 
are  going  about  it  There  are 
only  five  or  fix  of  the  moft  con- 
fidquble  perfons  confulted* 
They  would  know,  in  cafe  we 
agree,  whether  the  money  muft 
be  paid  here  or  eliei^ta^,  or  if 
it  moft  be  fent  over  to  Sweden. 
They  have  alfo  afited  me,  if  wo 
had  any  occafion  for  fea-oilicen» 
fer  dien  they  could  Airailhni 
with  good  ones.' 

In  another  letter  at  London, 
November  13,  17 1(^  coamt 
Oyflenbnig  made  gffoi  Ids  pro* 
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Geo.  I.  gederU.    As  jom  majefty  has,  by  this  treaty,  recorered  tm* 
17 1 6- 1 7*  us,  in  fo  great  a  meafure^  thofe  advantages^  whidi  might 
■  have 


ttufe  to  baron  Gortz»  aboat  giv- 
ing him  his  fentiments  about  the 
baiinefs  contained  in  the  baron's 
laft  poftfcript.  « The  fum  there- 
of  (iays  the  count)  is  what  I 
have  already  hinted,  that  we 
muft  determine  one  way  or  o> 
ther»  and  that  very  fpeedily : 
We  have  not,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  any  dme  to  lofe  in  con- 
fultations.  If  we  do  not  take 
advantage  of  their  prefent  ani- 
moiity,  it  will  cool;  for  the 
court,  that  is  to  fay,  the  prince's 
party,  does  all  that  is  poilible 
to  gain  them.  With  the  moft 
coniiderabie,  it  would  perhaps  be 
necefiary  to  go  on  roundly. 
They  run  the  hazard  of  their 
lives  and  fortunes  in  declaring 
themfelves,  fo  that  they  will  not 
fpeak  but  upon  good  fecurity. 
And  as  to  the  people  of  the  (e- 
cond  rank,  bendes  that  it  would 
perhaps  be  dangerous  fo  much 
as  to  hearken  to  their  propofals, 
.  thefe  propoiais  of  theirs  are  of 
fo  little  coniequence,  and  fo 
confiiied,  that  we  ihould  not  be 
able  from  them  to  form  any  idea 
of  the  ai&ir.  I  (hould  likewife 
be  of  opinion,  that,  till  I  re- 
ceive frefh  orders  fW)m  your  ex- 
cellency, the  fafeft  way  will  be 
to  avoid  all  converfations  of 
that  kind.' 

The  next  letter  is  from  M. 
Gttftavus  Gyllenburg  to  the 
count  his  brother,  dated  at  the 
Hague,  November  17,  1716, 
the  fubfiance  of  which  is  as  fol- 
lows :  *  On  Tuefday  laii:  arrived 
here  a  letter  from  baron  Sparre, 
importing.  That  he  had  hopes 
of  fttocecding  inhis  foiUdtation; 


to  have  M.  Lench  fent  to  the 
king.  In  his  letter  was  incloied 
one  from  the  duke  of  Ormond 
to  baron  Gortz,  in  which  the 
duke  fays,  That  the  king  his 
mafler  had  ordered  him  to  let 
him  [Gortz]  know,  that  he  ex- 
peds  ihortly  a  fupply  of  money  j 
that  he  will  then  remit  fixty 
thoufand  pounds  fterling  to  his 
Swediih  majefty,  leavin?  the  dif- 
Dofal  of  it  to  him ;  and  that  he 
begs  him  to  look  upon  this  as  an 
earneft  of  his  good  will  to  him. 
The  bearer  of  this  letter  added, 
that  the  remittances  might  be 
made,  either  to—,  or  to—. 
M.  Sparre  has  fince  told  the  ba- 
ron, in  confidence,  of  the  men' 
of  war  that  we  have  bought  in* 
France,  which  will  be  read^ 
and  delivered.  And  that  we  are 
folliciting  the  court  of  France  to 
fend  a  perfon  to  the  czar,  to 
make  advantage  of  the  pacific 
difpofition  he  is  now  in.  But 
as  this  ibllicitation  meets  with' 
many  obfbcles,  and  that,  be* 
fides,  France  does  not  appear 
over  forward  to  do  any  thing 
for  us,  unlefs  it  be  in  concert 
with  England,  M.  Sparre  takes 
notice,  that  my  lord  Mar  has  a 
couiin-german,  named  Erflune^ 
with  the  czar,  who  is  phyiidaa 
and  privy-counfellor  to  that 
prince;  which  favourite  has 
wrote  letters  to  my  lord  Mar, 
giving  a  very  particular  account 
of  the  czar,  viz.  That  the  czar 
will  not  attempt  any  thing  more 
againft  the  king  of  Sweden; 
that  he  has  fallen  out  with  his 
alhes's  that  Jie  can  never  be 
friends  xvith  king  George ;  that 

ho 
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lie  hates  him  mortally ;  that  he 
is  feniifaleof  the  jufE  caofe  of  the 
pretender;   th^t  he  wiihesfor 
sothing  more  than  a  conjnnc* 
tute»  in  wliich  he  may  be  able 
.10  reilorehim  to  his  dominions ; 
^hat  the  czar,  having  the  ad- 
yantage  wholly  on  his  fide,  can- 
jiot  make  the  irH  ftep ;  but«  if 
.the  king  would  make  the  leaft 
.advance,  there  would  be  very 
ioon  an  accommodation  between 
them.    The  pretender  has  fent 
to  defire  baron  Sparre  to  procure 
him  leave  to  re(ijre  to  Stqckholm. 
M.  Sparre  has  returned  anfwer, 
^th^ty  as  this  would  be  the  fame 
thing  as  declaring  war  by  found 
of  n^umpet,  i(  woold  absolutely 
.^|1  the  bufinefr  in  hand/ 
,•    in  this  letter,  M.  Guftavus 
.  Gyllenburg  inclpfed  the  copy  of 
.another  letter  from  baron  Gorts& 
tOi  baron  Sparre,  dated  Novemb. 
.12,  1716,  as  follows:  *  Iftill 
,  look  upon  thefendine  M.Lench 
as )  very  uncertain,  becanfc^  I 
amperfnaded,  that  France  will 
.  not  take  any  ftep»  that  may  eive 
the  lead  fuipiciony  or  by  which 
they  may  diiguft  England,  be- 
fore they  had  finiihed  the  trea- 
.  ty.  of  aUiance,  that  is  now.  de- 
pending.    Yet  inethinkfi  they 
might  venture  to  inornate  to  the 
..court  ofEnelaad,  that  they  have 
.  a  9Uod  to  tend  a  perfon  to  the 
king,  to  found  his  Majefty's  in- 
tf^tions  more  thoroughly  touch- 
ing a  reconciliation,  and  in  or- 
der to  qualify  themfelves  the 
better  to  do  good  ojBices. 

As  to  (the  affair  of  England, 
and  the  duke  of  Ormond's  letter 
lome,  of  which  you  have  fent 


me  a  copy,  I  cannot  forbear  tel- 
ling yon  frankly.  Sir,  that,  if 
my  fijieme  upon  it  be  not  ap- 
proved and  complied  with,  I 
cannot  enter  at  ail  into  that  af- 
fair. It  is  upon  the  foundation 
of  my  fcheme,'  that  I  have  ac- 
tually opened  the  matter  to  the 
king ;  and  it  would  be  diredly 
to  ^ii  all  to  make  me  depart 
^m  it.  Any  reaibnable  man 
will  eafily  comprehend  th^  im- 
poflibility,  in  this  cafe,  of  fet- 
tling a  treaty  in  form.  Doubt- 
lefs  it  would  be  mnninfi;  too 
ereat  a  hazard  on  both  iides  to 
depend  upon  its  being  kept  ie- 
cret.  The  beft  way  is,  to  pre^ 
pare  on  each  fide  the  materials 
.  neceflkiy  for  the  work  before  us. 
When  Jl  is  ready  for  execution, 
it  .will  then  be  dmeenough  to 
.make  treaties^^  if  it  be  jwgeil 

reqnifite. 

I  do  not  know,  even  whether 
.it  would  be  right  to  do  what  is 
defired  under  the  name  of  lend- 
ing ailiibiace ;  and  I.  am  very 
much  inclined  to  think,  that  it 
would  be  better  to  avow  openly 
.  our  own  intereil,  and  the  con- 
cern we  have  for  maintaining 
the  Engliih  liberties. 

Your  friends  muft  place  (o 
much  ponfidence  in  us,  as  to 
furniih  us  with  what  we  want, 
to  put  ourielvcs  into  a  condition 
of  becoming  afeful  to  them.  The 
fum  required  is  not  exorbitant : 
Three  hundred  thouiand  crowns 
may  fatisfy  us  at  prefent,  for 
we  want  nothing  but  to  aug- 
ment our  naval  force  at  Gotten- 
burg. 

I  do  not  fee  what  hazards 

your 
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yonr 'friends  dto  rtm  in  ritit.  I 
wDt  give  d>ea»  fafficient  flKra* 
rity }  and,  from  the  hamoar  fli 
the  world  knows  the  king  to  be 
of,  they  may  very  fafcly  con- 
dode,  chat  if  Ms  majeily  fhould 
not  be  able  tofatisfy  this  loan  by 
a  real  nfRltancei  he  wouki  do  aH 
he  pebbly  Qonld  to  reimburfe 
onr  friends,  the  rather^  becaafe 
hi9  iQajefty  would  not  ht^  it 
known,  that  he  had  tonched  any 
money  for  fucha  purpofe  aethis 
is  lent.  ^ 

Tbcfegetjtlemen  might,  how- 
ever, thfc  mpre  to  engage  the 
king's  aff;£Uon,  give  their  oflfar 
tfiotarnexprefled  m  my  fchemo ; 
though,  for  my  part,*  I  \Vin  not 
accept  it,  on  hny  condicions, 
that'  may  dffiinguiih  it  fi'om  a 
cohimon  loan .  %ut  afl  -depends 
upon  their  determining  (peeifily, 
and  .beginning  forthwith,  by 
fcrniihing  the  three  hwidred 
thoiffiuid  crowns  for  the  men  of 
war,  without  which  they  m«fl 
not  flatter  themfelves  that. any 
thing  can  be  done*  I  am  upon 
the  fcent  of  getting  a  fourth 
hundred  thou£id  even  in  Eng* 
land. 

France  cannot  reproach  us 
with  this  agreement,  while  no 
treaty  or  convention  can  be  pro- 
duced to  prove  it.  What  1  fiiid 
above  of  the  cautious  beha- 
viour of  the  court  of  France  to- 
wards England,  is  no  doubt  ap' 
plicable  likewife  to  the  ne^- 
tiating  of  an  accommodauon 
with  Uie  czar.  It  is  probable, 
the  court  of  France  would  not- 
proceed  in  a  negotiation  of  that 
kind,  but  by  concert  widi  Eng. 


€effion^^ 

land  ;'  and  yoil  will  grMt  me'^ 
that  this  would  not  by  any  meansr 
fait  our  iMereft,    Thia  refteo- 
tion  leads  me  into  an  opinios^ 
that  the  canal  of  France  is  not  at 
prefent  the  moil  comraediou&far 
US      k  may  ftiffice  therefore  to 
faaveoflered  10  aiake  nfe  of  that 
canal  wichont  preffing  the  mas- 
ter further     Nor  can  M-  Lenck 
be  the  manager  of  this  negotia^ 
tioiitf    For  going  to^  and  com- 
ing from  Swedi^ii  at  the  ft^n 
of  the  year  we  are  now  in^  r#-- 
quires  time ;  and^  »f  we  come 
10  any  Agreement  with  the  czar, 
we  ought  to  condade  it  svithin 
three  months  at  the  very  ^artheft. 
The  canal  of  my  lord  Mar  ieema 
to  be  alike  inconvenient  and  im- 
pradieable,  beeavfeof  the  Metk 
of.tiBte,  whiehthat  circulatiob 
of  correfpondence  would   on- 
av^dably  take  oo.    Yot  I  caft- 
not  biit  think,  that^  by  ^le  ca« 
na!  of  die  favourite  j^vfician^ 
th6  good  di^fitions  of  the  ciMur 
mim  be  improved,  if  thc^  are 
indeed  fuck  as  have  been  repre* 
iented.    If  the  czar  comes  hi« 
ther,  and  one  can  get  a  private 
conveHfldon  wkh  die  iavoorice, 
we  might  certainly  carry  things 
on  far,  fuppofin^,  as  [  iaid,  thiit 
what  the  ikvourite  has  written 
be  well  founded.    In  the  mean 
while  I  am  contriving  feme  0- 
ther  way. 

If  we  fix  upon  a  proje6t,  that 
is  in  any  tolerable  degiir  pro- 
mifing,  Ijfhall  not  bew;iiil.eld 
by  the  difficulties  and  hardships 
of  the  voyage  from  bdng  the 
bearer  of  it  myfelf. 

If  in  the  mean  time  yoor 

ftknds 
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fiienda  would  enter    into   my 
ichemcy  I  ihoaldbe  the  more  fure 
of  bringing  the  king  to  a  thoro* 
good  liking  of  their  bnfineis. 
Sut  I  will  not  venture  to  convey 
any  thing  of  this  to  his  majefty* 
otherwiie     than    by   word    of 
month.    It  is  fetisfaoion  enough 
to  me  to  know  originally*  that  I 
am  in  no  danger  of  giving  of- 
fence to  Sweden  by  the  part  I 
cake  upon  me  to  ad  in  this  afiatr. 
The  fancy  of  the  pretender's  re- 
tormg  to  Stockholm  forpriies  me : 
It  would  be  blazing  abroad  our 
feciet  intelligence  by  found  of 
trumpet.' 

On  the   {^  of    November, 
1716,  baron  Gortz  wrote  from 
the  Hague  die  followiDg  letter 
to  count  Gyllenburg :    '  I  told 
you  in  my  letter  of  Friday,  that 
I  deferred  an;wering  yours  of 
the  1 3th»  which  I  am  now  go- 
ing to  do.     You  fay.  Sir,  tiut, 
as  to  the  affair  you  are  prefiad 
about,  it  would  be  necemry  lo 
go  roundly  to  work  with  the 
principals.    I  am  intirely  of  the 
iune  opinion.  The  bufinefk  then 
is  to  fpcak' plainly.    I  believe* 
Sir,  it  will  be  thought  a  fuffid- 
ent  proof  of  our  fnuiknefs,  to 
declare,  as  you  may  do,    that 
nothing  is  more  natural,    nor 
more  iwset,  than  to  revenge  an 
affront  one  has  received ;    bat 
that*  in   point  of  prudence,  it 
ought  to  be  maturely  confidered, 
whether  the  paiQon  of  revenge 
can  produce  the  de£red  cffm. 
If  your  people  do  but  make  the 
Icafl  refledion  upon  this  rule, 
they  will  undoubtedly  perceive, 
that  it  u  inm]y  their  bufinefs 


to  make  the  fncoe&  of  die  enter- 
prife,  which  they  defire,  ap- 
pear probable  to  us.  After  that 
It  will  be  likewife  proper,  that 
they  fhottld  help  us  in  ietding  the 
neceflary  points,  that  is,  that 
they  ihoald  affift  us  with  money. 
As  I  run  no  riibqe  with  you. 
Sir,  I  make  no  icruple  of  tel- 
ling yon  in  confidence,  that  the 
buSnefs  in  hand  has  for  fame 
time  been  part  of  mvcorrefpoA- 
dence  with  ambaflador  Sparre* 

The  principal  members  of  die 
prefent  court  of  Avignon  oSStt 
on  part  of  their  mafter  6o,ooo!« . 
fterling,  to  engage  the  king's  a£> 
fedion     I  remonftrated  thera- 
upon,  that  the  ddicacy  of  die 
conjundure  ought  to  caution  as 
againil  doiing  too  hafiily  widi 
this  ofier ;   but  that  I  propoied 
to  treat  upon  the  foot  of  a  com- 
mon loan;  and  that  in  that  cafe, 
being  fumiffaed  with  the  king's 
full  power  to  negotiate  money 
for  his  majefty's  fervice,  I  mig^t 
acceot  it,  giving  them  affiirances 
on  me  ioag's  part  for  repay- 
'  meat,  that,  if  at  the  fame  time 
'  they  would  communicate  to  me 
a  plan  of  the  principal  aflair, ;  I 
.  wonid  not  ftil  to  fend  it  to  the 
king ;  and  that,  in  ca(e  his  ma- 
jeily  fhould  be  unwilling  to  en- 
ter into  the  delien  in  queftion, 
he  would  at  leait  pique  himfidf 
upon  takin^'tare,  that  the  fum, 
whkh  I  ihouid  have  bonowtd 
in  his  name,  fhould  be  pundual- 
ly  difcharged ;   fo  that  die  len- 
ders would  run  no  rifque  of  their 
money,  but  that,  on  the  contra- 
ry, they  would  have  put  it  out 
to  a  good  advantage,  and  that, 

id 
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Geo.  h      ^c  return  your  majefty  our  moft  bumble  tbsnks,    for 
17 16-17.  your  majefty'a  moft  gracious  condefcenliony  in  having  laid 
^  be- 
in  ihort,  the  offer  being  made  Ifthe  thing  be  takeif  upon  the 
upon  the  foot  beforementioned,  foot  beforementioned,  h  may  go 
without   itipulating   any  other  on ;  but  otherwiie  nothing  caa 
.conditions  wan  being  reimbur-  be  done.    In  a  word^  we  muft 
.fedy  the  king  might  be  more  ef-  have  money,  and,  after  that»  we 
.  fe£tually  wrought  upon  by  that  mud  know  what  they  are  in  a  con« 
jnark  of  their  good  will,  than  ditiontodoin£ngland»aQdwbat 
,by  dire£Uy  foihciting  the  fuc-  part  they  exped  the  king  fhould 
cours  they  defire.    I  added  to  all  take,  to  put  this  defi|;n  into  mo^ 
thefe  intimations^  that,  in  cafe  the  tion,  and  to  fup  port  ic' 
.  king  relifhed  the  projed  of  a  re-  In  anfwer  to  baron  Oortz, 
volution  to  be  brou^t  about  in  count  GyUenburg  wrote  to  him 
England,  it  mi^ht  perhaps  do  the  following  very  remarkable 
•  better  to  give  this  enterprife  the  letter,   dated  at  London,   De* 
turn  of  its  being  intended  to  re-  cemb.  4,  17 16 :   *  As  fbon  as  I 
.  Venfi;e  the  unworthy  proceedings  had  received  your  excdleucy^s 
.  of  Uie  king  of  England,  and  letter  of  the  23d  paft,  I  went  to 
.  to  maintain  the  Engluh  liberties,  one  of  the  principals  at  his  own 
«    You  have  herewith,  Sir,  the  houfe,  with  whom  I  have  had  a 
copy  of  a  pecuniary,  contrail,  long  and  intimate  friendfhip.   I 
which  I  have  juft  now  fettled  fhewed  him  your   exccllencyV 
with  feme   private  perfcms  in  letter,  which  I  inforced  the  Mt 
this  country.     You  will  £nd  by  I  could.     Whereupon  he  aficed 
it,  that  there  is  a  confiderable  me.  Whether  I  had  (poke  of  it 
advantage  to  be  made,  which  it  to  any  one  of  his  party  ?   Andy 
was  neceffary  to  allow  to  flran*  I  tellmg  him  I  had  not,  he  de- 
gers,  fince  no  body  in  Sweden  fired  me,  for  the  love  of  God* 
had  couraee  enough  for  it.    If  not  to  do  it.    We  were  made  to 
>  your  jpeople  had  a  mind  to  en-  believe  from  Avignon,  fkid  he, 
gage  m  it  abftradiedly  from  the  that  all  went  on  currently :  That 
grand  affair,  I  would  admit  them  baron  Gortz  had  accepted  our 
forthwith  as  far  as  the  fum  of  offer,  and  had  given  pofitivc  af- 
three  hundred  thoufand  crowns,  fnrances  on  the  part  of  the'king 
The    king's    printed    patent,  of  Sweden,  of  his   affiftance. 
whereof  you  have  herewith  a  We  have  been  preiTed  on  the  af- 
copy,  fumciently  iecures  every  fair  of  the  money,  and  to  form 
individual  perfon  from  all  frauds  a  fcheme;  and  we  have  adlually 
with  regard  to  the  States  bonds,  applied  oarfelves  to  both  the  one 
upon  which  the  money  is  ad-  and  the  other.     In  the  midflof 
vanced.  all  this,  here  are  three  pofts  ar- 
But  they  muff  determine  ipee-  rived  from  Avignon,   and  no 
dily,  orlayafide  all  hopes,  as  I  farther  iiens  are  fhewn  of  {6 
hzve  juff  now  obferved  to  am-  much  haSe.    This  change  has 
balTador  Sparre,  in  a  pofffcript,  very  much  perplexed  us,  we  not 
which  I  communicate  to  you.  knowing  to  what  to  impute  it, 

ua< 
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before  your  parliament  the  difcoveries  concerning  the  inten-   Qeo*  L 
ded  invafion  ;  and  cannot  but  regard,  with  the  utmoft  hor-  ijibiji 


ror 


nnlefi  to  the  prince's  indifpo- 
iition.  But  all  ia  now  become 
tlesur.  They  were  too  furc  of 
their  point  at  Avignon  ;  they 
reckoned  immediately  ofi  the 
^(lanceof  the  king  of  Sweden; 
and  ndw  they  are  afraid,  on  one 
hand,  of  damping  our  courage, 
by  owning  frankly,  that  they 
had  deceived  themlelves  ;  and, 
on  the  other,  they  dare  not, 
Qpon.an  uncertainty,  engage  to 
fnpply  them  with  money,  being 
fenfible,  it  is  the  lafl  that  We 
fhall  give  them,  if  we  fhould 
find  it  employed  to  any  other 
purpofe  than  we  defigned  ;  and 
without  direft  afTurarices  firft 
given  of  our  having  the  fuccours 
we  need.  You  ice,  therefore, 
(continued  he)  .of  what  confe- 

Snence  it  is,  if  you  wi(h  us  well, 
lat  you  do  not  make  known, 
to  any  pcrfon,  what  I  fee  our 
court  of  Avignon  conceals  with 
lb  much  care.  If  you  a£t  other- 
wife,  you  will  deftroy  the  credit 
of  the  chevalier  de  St.  George 
here,  which  perhaps  will  be  of 
tieceflary  ufe  to  you,  and  you 
will  make  his  adherents  your 
implacable  enemies;  for,  if  their 
dengn  fail,  they  will  be  regar4- 
Icfs,  whether  Sweden  periflies 
ornot ;  and  yet  you  know,  that 
it  is  they,  who  have  hitherto  de- 
fended your  caufe,  as  well  in  the 
country,  as  in  the  parliament 
of  England,  and  who  have  ob- 
liged your  euLmies  to  aft  wirh 
tnore  caution  and  re(erve,  than 
they  would  other  wife  have  done. 
You  will  (till  have  occafion  for 
their  afliftance  in  the  next  (tf- 
jfion  of  the  parliament  of  Eog- 
Yf  t.  XIX. 


land,  which  your  enemies  are 
preparing  to  incenfe  t'  rribly  a<> 
gainft  you,  as  well  by  pam« 
phlets,  which  are.  already  ac-> 
tually  in  the  prefs,  as  by  petiti- 
ons of  the  merchants,  who  have 
loil  their  fliips,  and  who  now 
meet  twice  a  week  Co  confult. 
Now  (faid  he)  to  return  to  baron 
Gortz's  letter,  give  me  leave 
to  tell  you  freely,  that,  if  the 
queflion  was  explicitly  and  (im- 
ply. Whether  we  fhould  affift 
the  king  of  Sweden,  and  we 
confenied,  it  might  then  be 
worth  while  to  aik.  Whet  fecu- 
rity  we  required,  and  what  gain 
we  infilled  on  ?  fiut  that  is  not 
the  cafe  at  prefent,  nor  ever 
will  be.  For  I  mufl  own  toyou 
ingenuoufly,  that  there  are  very 
few  amongft  us,  who  have  any. 
concern  for  the  interefts  of  fo- 
reign princes,  any  longe^  thaa 
while  they  afFeft  our  own,  and 
that  even  very  palpably  :  *  Ma- 

*  nus  noilras  oculatse  funt ;  ere* 

*  dunt  quod  vident  :  Our  eyes 
'  are  in  our  hands  ;  what  they 

*  fee  we  believe.'  So  that  for 
you  to  flatter  yourfelves,  that^ 
out  of  refpedlor  fricndihip,  we 
fhould  part  with  our  money  to 
any  whatfoevcr.  would  be  to 
kno»v  nothing  of  us.  You  can 
never  alter  our  minds  on  that 
article  ;  fo  you  mufl  j nil  take  us 
as  we  are.  As  for  gain.  Can  we 
hope  for  greater  in  any  country, 
than  what  we  have  at  home, 
without  rifquing  our  money  ? 
Do  not  we  make  feven  or  eight 
per  cent,  by  the  public  funds; 
and  this  upon  the  fecurity  of  the 
parliament  of  England,  and  are 
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Geo.  I-  ror  and  indignation,  the  malice  and  ingratitude  of  thotcf 
T7i6-i7«  who  have  encouraged  fuch  an  attempt  againft  tbtir  king  and 
country. 

Wc 


paid  punftually  erery  quarter  ? 
That,  this  quefUon  being  utter- 
ly unfeafonable,    it  is  neceflary 
to  form  another;,  and  let  that 
be.  Whether  wc  are  willing,  by 
a  pecuniary  fubfidy,  to  ment  the 
amftance  of  the  king  of  Swe- 
den ?  To  that  1  anfwer  roundly. 
Let  us  but  be  affured  on  the 
part  of  his  majefty,  upon  whofe 
Dare  promife  wc  will  rely,  more 
than  on  all  the  (ecurities  and  en- 
gagements of  others  :  I  fay,  let 
us  only  be  affured,  that  by  our 
money  we  fhaD  merit  his  help, 
andadbnally  haveit.  After  this, 
let  us  but  know  what  you  would 
have  us  to  do,   and  we  will 
make  fuch  efforts,  that  his  ma- 
jcfly  fhall  not  repent  of  giving 
his  royal  word  to  affift  us.     But, 
Sir,  (added  he)  What  muft  wc 
dunk,  when,    after  a  negotia- 
tion of  three  months  or  more, 
MTcarcyct  in  uncertainty  upon 
what   ought    to  be  the  chief 
ipring  of  all  our  undertakings, 
and  aie  to  merit  by  pur  money, 
not  the  help  we  alk,  but  barely 
an  anfwer,  whether  wc  fhall  ob>^ 
tain  it  or  not  ?  How  can  we  run 
into  cxpence,  expofe  our  friends, 
and,  in  (hort.  endanger  our  for- 
tunes and  lives,  when  perhaps 
his  majelly's  refufal  may  flop  us 
fhort  ;     fubjedl,    among  other 
things,  to  the  fear  of  being  be- 
trayed by   thofe,    who,  feeing 
the  ill  fuccefs  of  our  proje^, 
and  that  there  is  nothing  to  be 
hoped  for  more    on  our  fide, 
may  endeavour  to  make  their 
fortune,  by  flrikine  in  with  our 
€neraies>  and  iacrincing  us  ? 


Let  us  examine  all  this,  and 
yourfelf  will  acknowledge,  we 
fhould  hazard  too  much  m  fol- 
lowing thofe,  who  leave  us  in 
fuch  uncertainty.    But,  on  the 
other  hand,  what  does  the  king 
of  Sweden  rifaue  ?     Is  not  out 
government  his  enemies  in  eve-* 
ry  rcfpcA  ;  and  will  it  not  aflifi 
t^em  more  this  enfuing  year  ? 
What  can  be  faid  againfl:  him» 
if,  after  the  example  of  Scioio, 
he  carries  the  war  into  tneir 
country,  who  have  been  defi- 
rous,  andareflillfo,  to  carry  it 
into  his  ?    This  diverfion  will 
be  fo  much  the  greater,  as  it 
will  be  unexpef^cd ;  and  there 
is  the  more  reafbn  to  hope  for 
fuccefs,  becaufe  the  whole  coun- 
try is  (^faffeded.    It  is  alfo  pro- 
bable, that  half  the  army  will 
be  difbanded  by  the  parliament 
of  England  ;    and  it  is  certaia 
ereat  part  of  that  army  will  de- 
lert  on  the  approach  of  a  fuflif- 
cisnt  body  of  troops. 

But  fuppofe  tms  enterpris&e 
fhould  not  fucceed,  would  this 
government  be  more  bent  upon 
the  intire  ruin  of  the  king  of 
Sweden  than  it  was  before  ? 
And,  when  king  George's  de- 
fire  to  have  the  country  of  Bre- 
men is  fatisfied,  will  our  go- 
vernment be  lefs  follicitous  by 
what  means  to  prevent  the  czar'a 
aggrandizing  himfelf  ?  Let  me 
beg  you  (faid  he)  to  reprefent 
all  this  to  baron  Gortz ;  and  I 
am  fure  he  will  change  his  o» 
pinion  :  and  that  he  will  not  let 
flip,  by  chaffering,  an  oppor- 
tunity fo  beneficial  for  the  king 

of 
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We  arc  forry  to  find,  that  your  ma^cfty  V  lenity  has  been   Geo.  I. 
ijtefiedhial  towards  reckriming  a^atdion,  who  have  rendered  iyi6'iy* 

themielves  fo  obnoxious  to  your  juftice/  ^— • 

When 


of  St^edeiiy  and  fb  gloriofis  for 
himfelf.  Tell  him  likewife, 
if  yoa  pleafe,  that  there  is  no- 
thing more  proper  than  what  he 
demands  as  to  a  fcheme  ;  and 
the  means  of  fapporting  the  af- 
fitir.  Bat  he  mull  give  us  the 
encooraeement  to  fee^  that  we 
arc  not  laboarinj?  in  vain,  and 
running  all  hasaard^  without  any 
fair  profytGt.  One  pbfitive  af. 
furance  gtvett  at  Avignon  will 
pat  all  in  motion  ;  but,  with- 
out that,  all  will  flag.  As  to 
thecoloar,  which  the  king  of 
Sweden  may  put  upon  his  enter- 
prize,  I  fhall  always  have  that 
opinion  (iaid  hc^  which  baron 
Oortas  himfelf  would  have  me 
entertain  of  his  fcheme,  namely, 
that  the  king  of  Sweden  intends 
fiiiterdy  torefbre  the  chevalier, 
Biit  I  am  much  afraid,  that  the 
f^  of  my  party  will  take  this 
afair  in  quite  another  light  i 
that  is  to  by,  that  they  will 
ima|;inei  his  Swedifh  majefty, 
havmg  not  given  any  promife 
to  our  chevdier,  nor  declared 
for  him,  will  make  nooth^r  ufe 
of  this  enterprize,  than  only  to 
COmpafs  his  own  defigns^  ex- 
cfttiive  of  the  chevalier,  and  to 
oblige  king  George  to  come  to 
better  terms.  But  in  this  he 
will  find  himfelf  deceived ;  for, 
the  greateft  part  of  the  nation 
btinz  at  prefent  inflamed  with 
Jacobitirm,  and  fet  a  longing 
for  the  return  of  him,  whom 
they  believe  their  lawful  fove- 
reign,  they  will  not  join  any 
peribn,  wno  does  not  declare 
openly  for  him  ;    on  (he  con  • 


trary,  percet^ngit  Is  only  a  fo- 
reign quarrel,  which  draws  the 
kiuje  of  Sweden  hither,  vexed 
to  lee  their  expedations  fruiba- 
ted,  and  not  knowing  how  fzf 
his  majeilv's  refentmeats  may 
gOy  andjjwno  will  be  expoied 
to  his  vengeance,  or  who  be  ex- 
empt from  it,  they  will  fall  intcf 
the  commbn  humour  of  the  na- 
tion, which  is  to  unite  all,  not- 
withftanding  their  pail  feuds, 
agai'nft  a  foreign  power. 

This  is  fo  true  (continued  he) 
that  if  the  chevalier  de  St. 
George  had  not  an  Engitfh  fa- 
ther, and  been  bom  in  England^ 
all  his  preteniions  would  avail 
him  nothing  with  the  common 
people  ;  who,  when  the  con- 
teft  fhall  be  only  between  fo- 
reigner and  foreigner,  will  cer- 
tainly declare  for  him  in  pof* 
feflion,  without  much  regard  to 
the  juftice  of  the  caufe. 

For  what  remains  (added  he) 
I  intirely  agree,  that  the  main- 
taining of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land ought  to  be  one  topic  m 
the  king  of  Sweden's  mamfefto. 
This  is  the  more  ncccflary,  be- 
caufe  it  would  ferve  to  fettle  the' 
minds  of  fuch  as  are  difturbed 
about  the  chevalier's  relieion. 
His  majefty  likewife  would  aft' 
in  his  known  chara^er,  which 
is  to  be,  on  all  occafions,  folU- 
citous  for  the  welfare  of  the 
Proteftant  religion. 

This  Sir,  is  what  was  molt 
material  in  my  converfation 
with  my  friend,  who,  I  a/Ture 
your  excellency,  is  a  man  of  fo- 
lid  judgment,  and  fo  well  in- 

j^  2  formed 
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Geo.  I*  When  this  addrefs  was  reported  to  the  houfe,  a  debate 
1716-17.  arofe  on  account  of  the  lord  Coningfty's  urging  it  very  ear- 
neftJy, 


formed  of  what  pafles  at  Avig- 
non, that  he  told  me  a  long 
time  ago  what  was  negotiated 
there  on  our  part,  though  I  took 
no  notice  of  it)  while  I  faw  no- 
thing particular  about  it,  either 
in  your  excellency's  letters,  or 
in  thofe  of  monfieur  Sparre.  He 
even  told  me,  that  a  certain  re- 
lation of  my  lord  Mar's  was 
confident  of  doing  us  very  good 
offices  with  the  czar ;  and  that 
it  had  been  intimated  to  baron 
Sparre.  But,  being  tender  of 
intruding  into  the  provinces  of 
others,  I  reckoned  your  excel- 
lency would  be  better  informed 
of  this  the  diredl  way.' 

In  anfwer  to  this  letter,  ba- 
ron Gortz  wrote  the  following 
letter,  dated  at  the  Hague,  De- 
cember II,  1716,  to  count 
Gyllenburg  :  I  have  received 
your  agreeable  letter  of  the  4th 
inilant.  I  ihall  have  the  ho- 
nour to  anfwer  the  contents  of 
it,  that,  the  flronger  the  reafons 
are,  which  are  alledeed  to  make 
us  enter  into  theafTair  you  know 
of,  the  more  fhould  people  be 
perfuaded  of  the  true  defire, 
that  we  have  to  undertake  the 
thing.  It  is  fuperHuous  to  fug- 
geil  motives  to  us,  and  we  have 
no  need  of  a  fpur.  As  I  run  no 
rifque  with  you.  Sir,  I  will 
freely  tell  you,  that,  even  be- 
fore my  departure  from  Swe- 
den, we  were  already,  on  our 
fide,  difpofed  to  this  expedition. 
It  is  eaiy  to  believe,  that  thofe 
difpofiiions  are  fince  increafed, 
in  proportion  as  the  animofity  of 
the  court,  where  you  are,  hath- 
continued  incrca!.ng.    There  is 


therefore  now  no  other  queftiony 
.but^f  the  means  to  fktisfy  our 
juft  defire  of  revenge.  We  have 
in  Sweden  troops  more  than 
enough  for  that  purpofe;  bat 
what  fufpends  our  entering  upon 
adlion,  IS  that, 

Firft,  We  have  not  the  fliip* 
neceflary  as  well  for  tranfport- 
ing  the  troops,  as  for  the  con^ 
voy  itfelf. 

Secondly,  We  do  not  knowr 
how  It  is  propofed  to  maintain, 
the  troops,  when  they  (hall  be 
arrived  at  the  place  intended. 

Thirdly,  Hories  muft  forth- 
with be  found  to  mount  the  ca* 
valry.  It  is  well  known,  that> 
when  one  enters  into  an  open 
country,  the  firft  impreffion  muft 
be  made  by  the  cavalry. 

Fourthly,  We  muft  know  the 
number  of  troops,  that  is 
thought  requifite  for  this  expe* 
dition,  in  order  to  regulate 
thereby  the  armament  of  the 
ftiips. 

It  is  true.  Sir,  that,  for  feve- 
ral  months  laft  paft,  we  have 
had  fome  preliminary  negotia-' 
tion  upon  theft  matters  with  Uie 
court  of  Avignon.  They  have 
declared  themfclves  very  well 
fatisfied  with  the  manner,  in 
which  we  have  fpoken  to  them, 
and  have  promiied  not  only  to 
give  the  neceflary  explanations 
upon  the  advances  of  money 
propofed,  but  alfo  to  furnifli  in- 
ftantly  wherewithal  to  prepare 
on  our  fide,  during  this  winter, 
every  thing  that  concerns  the 
firft  ftep  ;  being  themfelves  of 
opinion,  that,  if  any  thing  be 
intended  to  be  done,  it  muft  be 

entered 
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ne{liy»  that  the  peace  of  Utrecht  was  treadierous  and  dilho-   Geo.  I. 
nourable^    The  bilhop  of  London  aiierted  the  contrary,  and  1 716-17, 

laid,  ■ 


entered  apon  imaiediaitely  after 
die  ol)ftacles9   which    a    hard 
winter  might  bring  to  naviga- 
tion^ are  removed;  but  hitherto 
all  this  has  ended  only  in  vain 
hopes.     However,  I  nave  no^ 
on  my  part,  loft  any  time  for 
-.this  enterprise.  I  have  beftlrred 
.myfelf  to  find  out  men  of  war  : 
I  have  adnally  found  out  ibme, 
and  have  even  made  bargains 
.for  parcha£ng  fix  of  between 
iixtv  and  feventy  guns,  all  ar- 
jned  and  rigged  ;  and  they  are 
to  be  delivered  at  Gottenbur» 
in  the  beginning  of  the  month 
of  Man£.    The    advance  of 
money,  which  I  aiked  from  the 
court  of  Avignon,  was  only  de- 
finned  for  the  purchafe  of  thoie 
ihips ;  and  the  fum  did  not  ex- 
ceed fixty  thoufand  pounds.    If 
1  have  propofed  the  expedient 
of  fumiming  us  with  this  money 
npon  the  foot  of  a    common 
loan,    it  was  only  done,   Sir, 
with  a  view,  the  better  to  ie- 
cure  thole,  that  were  concerned 
on  both  fides,  from  the  danger 
of  a  difcovery,  and  thofe,  that 
ihould  give  the  money,  agafnft 
the  acadents,  in  cafe  any  fuch 
ihould  be,  diat  might  render 
thedefignimpradicAle.    It  is 
alio  the  fear  either  of  fome  trea- 
chery or  difappointment,  which 
cannet  be  torefeen,    that  will 
hinder  us  from  declaring  before 
we  come  to  the  place,  where  we 
are  t»  ihew  ouHelves. 

Our  friends  will  have  nothing 
to  objedagainft  this  precaution^ 
if  they  will  but  confider,  that, 
if  we  throw  off  the  mafk  too 
ftwy  and  fhonld  afterwards  mifi 


our  blow,  we  (hoold  give  the 
Engliih  minifters  a  very  good 
argument  to  carry  the  nation 
into  a  war  againll  us,  into  which 
they  would  not  have  a  great  deal 
of  trouble  to  draw  Holland 
alfo. 

This  is  a  rifque  of  the  laft 
confequence  i  and  would  they 
have  us  run  into  it,  9ir,  for  a 
trifle  ?  I  do  not  know  how  elfe 
to  fUle  the  money-bufinefs  in 
qneftion. 

The  naval  armament  at  Got- 
tenburg  cannot  be  ufeful  to  us, 
nnlefs  for  the  defign,  which  they 
propofetous;  and  the  money 
we  aik  will  not  be  fufficient  even 
ibr  that  armament. 

As  to  the  refi,  however  juft 
and  folid  1  allow  your  friend's 
reafoning  in  other  matters,  yet 
I  cannot  reconcile  the  opinion, 
which  your  friend  feems  to  have 
of  the  good  faith  of  the  king, 
and  his  mtereH,  with  the  fear, 
which  is  neverthelefs  (hewn, 
that  we  have  no  other  end 
than  to  procure  for  ourfelves 
the  refUtution  of  the  duchy  of 
Bremen, 

Pray,  Sir,  which  way  can 
the  king  of  Sweden  better  fe- 
cnre  to  himfelf  the  recovery  and 
pofielTion  of  his  faid  duchy,  than 
Dy  reducing  king  George  to  be 
nothing  more  than  an  eIe£lor  of 
the  empire  ?  By  which  means 
the  king  of  Sweden  will  make 
himfelf  be  courted  by  the  houfe 
of  Lunenburg,  as  in  former 
times.  Can  good  faith  and  a 
man's  word  be  put  in  the  fcale 
zgsanft  fo  folid  and  fo  evident  a 
reafon^  after  we  have  expc- 
£  3  rienced 
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Geo.  I.  iaid,  <  He  hiihfelf  drew  up  the  ioftniments  of  that  tteztj  % 
^yi6-i7«and,  in  his  opinion,  it  wsis  as  good  a  peace  as  h^d 


rienced  kow  little  accoant  ought 
to  be  made  of  a  fecurity  fouuded 
in  words  or  in  treaties  ?  To  be 
(hort,  Sir,  die  queflion  is  with 
us  an  ailkir  already  decided  $ 
nothing  remains  but  to  con£der 
file  means. 

As  I  underftand  the  matter, 
thofe,  that  fhail  fbrnifh  the  mo- 
ney, will  be  in  no  ganger  5  they 
inay  giveit  iii^der  ^he  name  of 
"pat^  merchants,  and  under 
Tprettxt  of  the  great  gain,  that  is 
to  be  made  in  dealing  with  me. 
The  better  to  eolour  the  thing, 
they  may  even  give  commiffion 
toiome  Englim  merchants^  t6 
'inake  an  agreemept  with  me 
'ppon  the  foot  of  the  contraft, 
which  I  have  bad  the  honour  to 
communicate  to  you  After 
this  there  would  remain  no  other 
rifque  than  that  of  lofing  the 
tnoney,  in  cafe  the  defign  mould 
not  be  executed ;  hut,  if  they 
had  the  lead  confidence  in  the 
word  of  the  king,  this  fcruple 
would  vanifh  immediately.  His 
majefty  piques  himfelf  too  much 
upon  performing  his  engage- 
ments, to  leave  any  room  to 
pn^raSt  him.  We  have  freih 
proofs  of  this ;  notwithftanding 
the  vail  expence,  that  we  are 
obliged  to  bear,  his  majcfty 
would  have  the  pretenfions  of 
^r.  Cook,  and  the  other  mer- 
chants in  France,  touching^thc 
inoney  advanced  to  him  in  Tur- 
key, fatisfied,  and  I  have  ac- 
tually paid  thofe  creditors. 

To  conclude,  I  muft  tell  you 
again,  Sir>  that  they  muft  come 
toarefolution  rpeedi]y,or  think 
nQ  more  of  the  afiair  for  all  the 
next  year. 


.  It  would  alio  b^  neceffinyii 
diat  thofe,  who  mean  os  well* 
fhoiUd  labour  to  get  h^lf  eke 
troopi,  diat  are  now  on  foot  in 
England,  broken,  and  to  hinder 
any  naval  armament  till  the 
month  of  May, 

It  concerns  ns  alfo  to  know, 
for  otlr  direftion,  what  number 
of  regular  troops  will  remain* 
after  they  fhallhave  got  on« 
half  of  them  diihanded.  I 
reckon,  that  we  might  employ 
from  ten  to  twelve  thouana 
Swedes  in  this  expedition  ;  •* 
mongft  whom  there  ihould  b^ 
four  thouiand  horfe. 

When  things  (hall  be  pnf 
npon  t|ie  foot  abovemeqtioned, 
I  intend  to  ?o  into  i>iveden  my* 
felf,  to  pu(h  on  the  execution  $ 
for  I  do  not  like  to  rely  on  the 
care  of  others  in  fuch  a  partica* 
lar.  I  had  aifo  rather  concert 
this  aflair  dire^y,  and  with 
you,  than  by  the  other  way^ 
which  I  think  too  long. 

My  lord's  relation  hath  indeed 
fent  word,  that  the  czar  has 
TomedifpoAtions  to  peace, which 
we  will  not  fail  to  make  advan- 
tage of  that  we  may  be  in  a 
condition  the  better  to  pufli  on 
the  affair  in  queftion.  The  czar 
is  to  be  here  very  (peedily.  If 
it  could  be  ordered,  that  die 
faid  relation  of  sny  lord  Mar 
ihould  fpeak  to  me,  I  fhould 
quickly  perceive  what  might  be 
done  there.  You  will  eafily 
judge,  Sir,  that  an  agreement 
with  the  czar  would  give  great 
weight  to  the  other  aflSir.* 

In  anfwer  to  this  letter,  coaot 

Oyllenburgi  on  the   i8tfa   of 

^  Pe- 
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concluded  for  thcfc  forty  years  paft.*    Lord  Coningfby    re-  Geo.  I. 
plied,  *  He  did  not  intend  any  perfonal  refledUon  on  any  per-  1716-17* 

Ton  ; 


December  N.  5.  1716,  wrote 
tbe  following  to  baron  Gortz  : 
*  I  received,  two  days  ago,  the 
letter  your  excellency  did  me 
the  &vour  to  write.me  of  the 
1 1  thy  and  I  have  not  deferred 
the  execotion  of  yoar  orders  one 
moment.    I  hope  to  be  able  to 

S've  yoa  an  account  of  them  by 
e  next  mail.  In  the  mean 
time»  Ifhallhave  the  honour  to 
anfwertoyoar  excellency's  poft- 
icript,  that  I  fhall  not  fad  to 
govern  myfelf  as  you  there  di- 
rect If  I  have  hitherto  done 
otherwife,  it  has  been,  that  I 
might  not  be  accafed  of  not  re- 
preientin^  matters  as  they  were 
on  one  fide  and  the  other,  lea- 
ving it  afterwards  to  our  mini- 
fiers  to*  make  choice  of  d^t, 
which  they  thoneht  moft  pro- 
per. Your  excellency,  accord- 
ing to  your  wonted  goodnefs, 
wiU  forgive  me,  however,  for 
feyine*  that,  in  my  opinion, 
whatfeever  refolntion  we  take, 
it  would,  notwithftanding,  be 
weU  to  keep  the  people  here  in 
good  humour ;  diat  is,  that  we 
mould  (eem  not  intirely  to  rejeft 
their  ptopo&ls,  or  otherwife 
they  will  be  prying  into  the  mo- 
tives, which  render  us  fi>  intrac- 
table, and  will  perhaps  difcover 
the  true  one,  in  which  cafe  they 
will  caufe  it  to  mifcarry.  Be- 
fides,  a  little  hopes  would  make 
them  put  offlonger  the  pufhing 
the  ainir  in  parliament;  and! 
think  that  is  what  your  excel- 
lency feems  to  defire.  Methinks, 
to  this  end,  it  would  be  necef- 
fary,  that  your  excellency  (hould 
write  Petkum  an  aafwcr,  who 
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complains  of  having  received 
none  to  his  letters,  to  ihew  your 
acknowledgment  of  the  pains  he 
has  taken,  and  to  defire  him  to 
go  on,  in  order  to  keep  the  mi- 
nifters  in  the  fame  good  way, 
till  your  excellency  has  received 
an  anfwer  to  the  account,  which 
you  have  given  his  majefty  of 
the  whole  affair ;  and  uien  we 
may  a£t  with  more  vigour.  At 
Petkum  generally  (hews  all  his 
letters  to  Townfhend  and  fioth* 
mar,  I  fancy  they  will  thereby 
be  eafily  perfuaded  to  believe 
what  they  wilh.  If  this  letter 
comes  before  the  arrival  of  kin^ 
George,  it  will  perhaps  prevent 
the  impreflion,  which  the  Ger« 
mans  and  Sunderland  viill  be 
apt  to  make  with  their  ufual 
violence  at  their  firft  coming 
over. 

The  two  next  letters  relate 
principally  to  bills  of  exchan^, 
(hipping,  corn,  fait,  &c.  for 
Sweden  ;  but  in  one  from 
count  Gyllenburg  to  baroa 
Gortz,  dated  at  London,  De- 
cember 29,  17 16,  he  writes  at 
follows  : 

'  I  am  once  more  obliged  io 
defer  the  departure  of  my  ex* 
prefs  till  Fnday,  one  of  the 
principal  of  our  friends  being 
not  yet  returned  to  London  ; 
but  he  will  be  here  to-morrow. 
I  have  the  letters  ready  for  tbe 
phyfician,  but  dare  not  venture 
them  by  the  poft.  While  I  am 
waiting  for  the  principal  of  my 
friends,  I  ihall  difpatcn  to-mor- 
row a  gentleman  to  the  czar,  to 
endeavour  to  pofiefs  him  with 
pacific  thoughts.    I  have  given 

E  4  bim 
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Geo.  !•  (on ;  but  the  venerable  prelate  who  fpoke  laft  might  rcme«i-* 
lyiS-iylber^  that,  about  two  years  ago,  when  the  minifters  who 
»'      '     ^  made 


]iim  letters  for  my  brother^  that 
)xe  may  introduce  him  to  yoar 
^xcrflency,  who  will  give  him 
fuch  inflruflions,    as  you  fhall 
judge  neceffary.     HeisaMuf- 
covice    by  birth,     and  having 
been  a  long  time  known  to  m/ 
friend,  and  perhaps  even  em- 
ployed on  the  like  meiTages,  he 
^ffures  me,  that  we  may  put  in- 
tire  confidence  in  him.    I  have 
intimated  to  him,  that  he  may 
;illedge,  for  the  pretext  of  his 
voyage,  his  natural  inclination 
toferve  thp  czar,  by  which  he 
was  induced  to  difcover  to  him, 
tha(  king  George  is  making  all 
the  offers  imaginable  to  acquire 
Bremen  of  the  king  of  Sweden, 
at  the  expence  of  the  czar,  who 
is  to  be  the  facrifice  of  that  ac- 
quiiition.    Your  excellency  will 
^d  what  other  bints  you  judge 
convenient.  I  ihould  think,  how- 
ever, it  might  be  proper,  that 
this  man  Ihould  be  kept  ignorant 
of  the  canal  of  the  phy  fician .    I 
have  another  letter   for  him, 
which  may  introduce  ray  bro- 
ther to  his  acquaintance;  and 
then  he  may  convey  meffages 
between  your  excellency  and  the 
phyiician,  till  your  excellency 
ihall  think  lit  to  have  an  inter- 
view with  him.   We  are  aflured 
here,  that   king    George   will 
have  none  with  the  czar  ;  and 
they  fcem  to  be  very  little  fatif- 
£ed  with  that  prince. 

Your  excellency  will  have  the 
goodnefs  to  remember  what  I 
Sad  the  honour  to  write  to  you 
in  my  lall,  about  my  lord  Sun- 
derland. I  have  learnt  Ance, 
that  that  lord  does  all  he  can  to 


make  thofe  of  his  party  fond  o^ 
king  George's  projed,  to  opea 
a  port  at  H.^bourg  ;  aflertin^, 
that  England  will  gain  more  by 
it,  than  even  by  its  Weft- India, 
trad^.  One  fees  very  well  whi« 
ther  all  this  tends.  I  am  work- 
ing againft  it,  A  member  of 
parliament  has  defjred  me  to  in- 
form him  of  the  iituation  an^ 
nature  of  that  port.' 

On  the  iirft  of  January,  count 
Gyllenburg  writes  thus  to  baron 
Gortz,  afcer  a  long  account  of 
private  bufinefs,  hiring  of  fhips, 
&c.  *  Since  writing  what  goc3 
beforCi  my  friend  has  been  with 
me,  and  has  told  me,  that  the 
money,  as  far  as  twenty  thou- 
fand  pounds,  was  ready,  if  I 
would  but  give  my  acquittance, 
that  I  had  received  it  for  the 
ufe  of  the  king  my  mailer;  and 
this  only,  that  he  might  have 
fomething  to  fhew  to  thofe,  whp 
made  this  colleftion,  fuppofing^ 
that  hereafter  they  ihould  aik 
for  it.  I  anfwered  him,  That  I 
could  not  give  any  fuch  acquit- 
tance, without  your  excellency's 
order,  which  I  would  write  for 
this  poft.  He  told  me  likewife. 
That  they  had  already,  by  or- 
der of  the  court  of  Avignon,  re- 
mitted eight  thou  fand  pounds 
to  baron  Sparre. 

Since  writing  ihck  lines,  the 
Dutch  mail  of  the  25th  is  juft 
come  in,  by  which  my  brother 
advifes  me,  that  your  excellency 
was  fetting  out  upon  your  jour- 
ney. It  will  therefore  be  unnp- 
ceflary  to  fend  the  exprefs,  efpe- 
ciallyfince  the  two  letters  i)i- 
tendedarenow  become  ufelcfs. 
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made  the  late  peace  were  impeached,  his  lordihip  declared,  Geo.  L 
he  was  kept  in  the  dark,  and  fcarce  knew  any  thing  of  what  I7i6-I7< 

The 


was  doing  at  Utrecht.^ 


I  will,  however,  fend  a  dupU- 
care  of  this  next  Nfoaday  by  the 
French  poil,  together  wiJi  the 
pieces  abovementioned. 

Your  excelieocy  will  receive* 
this  day,  the  copy  of  a   letter, 
which  M.  Petkum  writ  yefter- 
day  to  baron  Sparre,  the  con- 
tents of  which  confirm  the  ill 
intentions  of  thofe  warm  men, 
into  whofe  hands  the  manage^ 
ment  of  affairs  is  going  to  be 
put ;  particularly  if  it  be  true* 
as  M.  Petkum  has  aiTured  me, 
that  my  lord  Townfhend,    to 
whom  he  read  the  faid  letter, 
jowned,  that  what  he  had  writ, 
in  relation   to  our  afiairs,  was 
^ue.     All  that  we  have  to  ilat-« 
ler  ourfelves  with,  is,  that  the 
mifuoderilanding,   which  there 
is  among  thefe  gentlemen,  may 
perhaps    be  of  fervice    to  us. 
Thus  much^  at  lead,  is  certain, 
that,  if  we  fct  ourfelves  in  ear- 
fteil  about  the  great  work,  the 
fuccefs  cannot  ppilibly  fail.' 

The  next  is  a  letter  from 
count  Gyllenburg,  to  baron 
Gprtz  then  at  Paris,  dated  at 
London,  January  7,  1716-17, 
as  follows;  •  YeUerday  I  re- 
ceived the  letters  your  excel- 
lency did  ms  the  favour  to  write 
me  of  the  igih  paft.  That 
concerning  the  conduct  of  this 
court  came  very  feafonably.  I 
gave  it  to  read  to  one  of  the 
prindpal  Whigs,  with  whom  I 
have  found  means  of  contracting 
a  friendfhip.  As  I  ana  to  dine 
with  him  to-morrow,  I  ihall 
know  what  efredl  it  has  had. 
He  is  already  in  a  good  way. 


and  I  queiUon  not  bat  may  be 
carried  yet  further  by  fuch  juft 
reafoning. 

.  M.  Petkam  is  charmed  with 
your  excellency's  letter  to  him* 
He  exclaims  publickly  againft 
the  Hanoverians  for  the  groft 
falsehood  they  have  told  of  him. 
I  believe  him  innocent  as  to  this 
fad.  He  has  told  me,  he  wil] 
write  himfelf  to  vour  excellency 
by  this  poft.  Mr.  Walpole's 
reply  is  remarkable.  My  friend* 
who  is  one  of  the  companions 
of  the  Whigs,  has  told  me  the 
fame  thing.  If  it  be  not  the  ef- 
fect of  the  prefent  difcontent, 
and  the  court  does  not  find  ex- 
pedients^to  regain  thofe  people, 
I  do  not'know  whether  the  court 
will  ever  venture  to  bring  that 
matter  upon  the  flage  ;  bat  I 
fhall  not  be  fatisfied  with  that. 

I  am  trying  to  get  it  brought 
into  parliament  my  own  way. 
My  friend  is  labouring  that  point 
with  me,  and,  to  that  end,  is 
endeavouring  to  inform  himfelf 
thoroughly  of  the  whole.    It 
was  for  him  that  I  demanded 
the  other  day  of  your  excellency 
the  particulars  of  Harbourg  ; 
and  It  is  likewife  upon  his  re* 
quell,  that  I  beg  yoar  excellency 
will  fend  me,  as  foon  as  may  be, 
all  that  you  fhall  be  able  to  pick 
up  in  relation  to  the  treaty  con- 
cluded   between  Hanover  and 
our  enemies ;  particularly  if  you 
can  procure  the  agreement,  by 
which  the  aififlance  of  an  £ng- 
lifh  force  is  ftipulated^o  them. 
Your   excellency   iees   hereby 
what  I  am  now  doing  on  one 

fide 
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Geo.  I.  The  conunons,  in  their  addrefs,  obferved,  •  That  they 
1716-17.  could  not,  but  with  the  higheft  refentment  and  indignation, 
look 


fide  and  the  othe^ ;  that  13  to 
fay,  with  regard  to  our  friends, 
I  can  do  'Boching  43efore  I  have 
received  your  excellency's  or- 
ders upon  my  laft/ 

The  following  letter  from 
baron  Gortz,  to  .count  Gyllen- 
burg»  is  dated  from  Paris,  Ja- 
nuary 8,  1717. 

<  I  could  not  acquaint  you  be- 
fore this  day,  that  I  am  now 
ttttthorixed  to  enter  into  the  af- 
fiiir  whidi  vou  know  of;  and 
that  I  am  allowed  the  liberlv  to 
do  in  it  whatever  I  (hall  think 
convenient.  You  will  be  able 
to  judge  of  this  yourfelf  by  the 
indofed  copy  of  the  full  power 
that  has  been  fent  to  me.  Which 
way  foever  I  turn  this  a^ir,  I 
do  net  fee,  that  we  can  engage 
in  it  upon  any  other  foot,  than 
that,  which  I  -propofed  to  you 
At  firft.  As  iniereft  is  the  moft 
certain  fecurity  of  treaties,  and 
what  we  are  (ollidted  to  under- 
take, is  of  fo  great  importance 
to  us,  and  the  mo&  expeditious 
•means  to  re-ellabliih  ouraiBdrs, 
that  can  be  devifed  ;  no  man 
can  doubt,  that  we  ihall  apply 
ourielves'to  it  heartily  and  ear- 
fieiUy  ;  and  that  we  could  wifli 
ffor  nothing  better,  than  .to  do 
it  withoat  the  eoncttrvent  aflif- 
tance  <$f  others,  if  the  juridure 
«f  time  wofild  Alffer  us  tx>  dif- 
-penie  wiUi  that  affifiiance. 

The  only  thing  I  fee  wanting 
4or  our  pvrpofe,  are  men  of  war 
•and  tmTports.  Of  the  fM  I 
^n  ha'Vie  two  in  'Holland,  and 
*fix  in  4^rance,  all  rigged  and 
^anaad ;  and  thofe  who  have 


the  difpoial  of  them,  obli^ 
themfelves  to  deliver  them  m 
that  condition  at  Gottenburg  in 
the  month  of  March.  The  laft 
we  fhall  not  want,  but  we  mull 
immediately  put  our  hands  to  the 
work,  which  requires  money. 
M.  Sparre  has  anured  me,  that 
I  ihould  find  an  hundred  thou* 
fand  crowns  ready  here ;  but  I 
learnt  at  my  arrival,  that  our 
^ends,  far  from  doing  what 
they  had  promifed,  are  now 
grown  cool;  fo  that  I  thought 
oeft.  Sir,  to  deiire  you  to  prefa 
your  friends  to  a  fpeedy  refola- 
tion,  whether  on  the  foot  pro- 
pofed  they  will  forthwith  ffapply 
ns  with  money,  which  we  muft 
have  to  purcnafe  thofe  men  of 
•war,  or  not.  In  cafe  they  will, 
it  is  neceilary  they  ihould  order 
it  to  be  paid  to  me  here  as  fooa 
as  poffible,  that  I  may  put  thofe, 
who  are  to  furnifh  me  ^vith  the 
ihips,  upon  getting  them  ready. 
If  they  will  not,  this  bufinefs 
oufht  to  be  broken  off  intirely, 
wiuiout  thinking  any  further  of 
it.  To  lofe  four  weeks  more 
would  be  lofing  all,  for  this 
year  at  leaft  ;  and  afterwards 
the  circumftances  of  afiairs  will 
fo  change,  that  there  can  be  no 
thinking  of  it  any  lon^. 

For  the  reft,  our  intention 
was  to  tranfport  twelve  thou- 
sand men.;  eight  thoufand  of 
them  infentry,  and  four  thou- 
fand cavalry,  of  which  five 
hundred  mounted.  We  were  to 
carry  with  as  afufHcient  train  of 
artillery,  arms  for  ten  or  twelve 
thonfimd  men  more,  with  re- 
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Idok  upon  the  obftinate  and  inveterate  rancour  of  thofe,  who  Geo.  L 
were  agaio  endeavouring  to  embroil  their  native  country  in  i^i6-i7» 

blood     ^  ■    ■  , 


gtiUIte   ftores  of  ammoaition. 
We  were  to  land  at  the  places, 
whithenwe  ihoold  be  dire^ed  ; 
lb  that  v^e  (hoaidhave  carried, 
with  as  all  that  is  neceflary,  ex- 
cepting horfesy'  which  we  ex- 
pected to  find  in  the  coantiy  ; 
and  all  might  have  been  execu- 
ted without  the  lea$  umbrage 
being  taken  i  provided  that  on 
the  other   fide   the   fecret  was 
}cept.    M.  Sparre  tells  me,  that 
the  reafon  of  the  coolnefs  of 
theie  gentlemen*  in  this  coun> 
try,    15    the    treaty    between 
this  court  and   England,   and 
the  enfuing    departure  of  ^e 
pretender  out  of  this  country. 
^or  my  part,  I  take  this  reafon 
to  be  a  very  weak  one ;  for  as 
this  treaty,  and  the  departure  of 
the  pretender  out  of  this  coun- 
ty,  rauft  make  the   court  of 
England   think   themfelves   in 
pelted  fafety,  and  deprive  them 
of  the  pretext  of  keeping  up 
their  troops,  our  enterprize  is 
become  more  eafy.   and  more 
fure.    And    to  imadne,    that 
this    court,   at   the  bottom  of 
their  heart,  would  not  be  better 
pleafed  to  hav^the  pretender  on 
the  throne  of  England,  than  the 
eledor  of  Hanover,    eipecially 
if  the  firft  continued   to  carry 
himfelf  well  towards  this  court, 
is  to  have  a  wrone  notion  of  its 
ittterdl,  and  of  £e  private  fen- 
timents  of  the  duke  regent. 

M.  Sparre  teUs  me  further, 
diat  our  jRriends  here  think  we 
ftall  not  have  occafion  for  any 
more  men  of  war  than  thofe 
tight,  which  we  have  at  Got- 
Wmwg}    bat  d^ey    are    to 


know,  that  diofe&ips  are  but 
of  forty  guns  each ;  £o  that  it 
^wonld  be  hazarding  too  much, 
and  expofine  a  body  of  chofen 
troops  (for  mch  we  ihoald  take 
on  this  expedition)  for  three  or 
four  large  (hips  would  be  fiiffi- 
cient  to  give  them  chace,  and 
to  take  them  all.  But,  when  we 
fliall  have  the  eight  fhtps,  which 
carry  from  fixty  to  feventy  guns, 
nothing  lefs  than  a  fquadron 
could  oppofe  them  ;  and,  before 
they  could  be  fitted  out,  the 
blow  would  be  ftrnck. 

To  conclude,  Sir,  I  wait  here 
for  a  fpeedy  yea  or  no ;  and  1 
continue  to  advife  you  not  t^ 
fend  any  account  of  this  matter 
to  the  court ;  for  our  miniders 
•  themielves  are  ignorant  of  it, 
and  know  not  for  what  intent 
they  have  been  obliged  to  give 
the  turn  they  have  to  the  full 
power  which  they  difpatched, 

*  Ant  nunc  aut  nunquam :  Now 

*  or  never ;'  as  well  for    our 
friends  as  our  enemies . 

When  you  have  fixed  this  af- 
fair, at  leaft  for  what  relates  to 
the  men  of  war  here,  I  am  very 
.  defirous  you  fhould  come  over  to 
meet  me  in  Holland,  under  pre* 
text  of  being  ordered  thither  ; 
and  that  you  fhould  put  the 
court  in  hopes  of  returning 
with  fome  acceptable  <^r,  to 
the  end  we  might  concert  togc^ 
tlier  all  that  remains  for  our 
enterprize ;  after  which  I  would 
iet  out  myfelf  for  Sweden,  to 
order  every  thing  for  making 
fure  of  the  execution.  I  com- 
municate to  you  the  fufagoined 
copy  of  the  Full  Power,  which 

hit 
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Geo.  I.  Mood  and  confufion  :    And  that  it  was  aftonifliing  to  find 
1716.17.  that  any,  who  called  themfelves  Protcflants,  could  be  fo  in- 
"  flexible 


his  majefty  has  been  gracioady 
pleafed  to  give  me  : 
,     Wc  Charles,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  king  of  Sweden,  Gochs, 
and  Vandals,   great  prince  of 
Finland,  duke  of  Schonen,  E- 
ftonia,  Livonia,   Carelia,    Bre- 
men,    Verden,   Stetin,    Pome- 
rania,  CaffMbia,  and  Vandalia, 
prince  of  Rugen,  lordoflngria 
and  Wifmar,   palatine    of  the 
*  Khine,    duke  of  Bavaria,   Ju- 
liers,  Cleves,  and  Bcrgues,  &c. 
do  hereby  make  known,    and 
atteft,  that  whereas  we     have 
committed  to  the  fidelity  and 
dexterity  of  the  moft  illuftrious, 
and  noble,  our  intirely-beloved 
baron  Gortz,  privy  counfellor 
of  the  moft  ferene  duke  of  Hoi- 
flein,  and  chief  marihal  of  his 
court,  various    afiairs   for  our 
fervice,  to  be  tranfadted  in  thofe 
places,  where  he  fhall  reiide  : 
And  whereas  the  prefent  cir- 
cumflances  of  the  times  and  af- 
fairs do  not  eafily  permit,  that 
we  fhonld  be  able   to  fnrnifh 
him  with  particular  credential 
letters  (commonly  called  a  Full 
Power)  for  every  fcveral  tranf* 
a£lion  :  To  prevent  therefore 
all  delay,  which  might  thence 
arife,  we  have  judged  it  necef- 
fary,  to  conftitute  by  thefe  pre- 
fents,  him  the  faid  baron  Gort^i^ 
our  minifter  plenipotentiary, and 
to  grant  him  full  power,  as  by 
virtue  of  thefe  prefents  we  do 
grant  him  full  power,  to  treat 
and  conclude,  in  our  name,  with 
all  and  fingular  perfons  of  what 
condition    foever,    all  matters, 
which  may  relate  to  our  fer« 
vice,  and  be  for  oor  intcreft ; 
promifing  on  our  royal  word. 


that  we  will  approve  and  ratify, 
and  put  intirely  in  execution^ 
whatever  the  faid  baron  Gortz 
/hall  fo  tranfadl  and  conclude. 
In  fure  teftimony  whereof,  wc 
havecaufedour  (ealto  be  affixed 
to  thefe  prefents,  and  figned  the 
fame  witn  our  own  hand. 

Given  at  Lund,  in  Schonen, 
the  23d  day  of  Odober, 
1716. 

Carolvs. 
(L.  S.) 
H.  G.  de  MuUem, 

On  the  1 3th  of  January, 
N.  S,  1717,  baron  Gortz  wrote 
from  Paris  the  following  letter 
to  count  Gyilenburg : 

'  I  am  to  acquaint  you,  that 
our  friends  htfre  are  charmed 
with  my  fcheme.    They  have 
caufed  one   hundred  thoufand 
livrestobepaid  me  down,  and 
have  promifed  to  get  the  reft 
paid  to  me  in  Holland,   to  the 
mm  of  one  million  of  guilders. 
I  will  go  therefore,  and  give 
orders  for  working  with  all  pof- 
fible  di(patch  on  the  men  of  war, 
and  for  providing  and  bringin|r 
together  all  neceflaries.     I  (haU 
alio  go  back  with  all  expedition 
to  Holland;  whence  you  will 
have  further  advice  from  me. 
I  fhall  wait  there  with  impa* 
tience  the  coming  of  your  cx« 
prefs,  and  of  the  perfon  who, is 
to  fpeak  to  the  phyfxcian.' 

At  the  lame  time  M.  Gufta- 
vns  Gyllenburg  wrote  to  the 
count  his*  brother  the  following 
note  : 

*  After  the  baron  had  figned 
his  letter  to  you,   he  or£red 

flie^ 
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Popifb  pretender)  and  rather  venture  to  fubjeft  the  kingdom  17 i6«i7« 


to 


me  totell  foa  in  his  name,  tbat 
it  is  abibltttely  neceflary  our 
friends  fhould  determine  fpee- 
dily,  and  caofe  the  money  to  be 
lemittedy  and  paid  to  us^  with- 
out any. delay;  for  otherwise 
we  cannot  have  the  men  of  war 
from  this  country  time  enough.' 
Upon  the  receipt  of  baron 
Gortz's  letter  of  the  8th  of  Ja- 
nuary, with  the  king  of  Swe- 
den's full  power,  count  Gyllen- 
bnrg  wrote  an  anfwer  to  the  ba- 
ron at  Paris,  dated  at  London, 
January  15,  17179  wherein  he 
begs  leave  to  know,  *  Whether 
his  excellency  would  have  him, 
for  the  future,  add  the  title  of 
Plenipotentiary  to  the  diredion 
of  his  letters.  As  to  our  affair 
/continues  he)  I  went  imme- 
diately to  the  houfe  of  one  of 
the  principal  of  my  friends,  and, 
without  taking  notice  of  any 
coldnefs  of  the  gentlemen  in 
France,  I  told  him,  in  order  to 
cneage  him  to  fpeak,  that  I  had 
juS  received  your  excellency's 
orders  to  give  fuch  an  acquit- 
tance, as  had  been  demanded 
of  me*  He  feemed  very  well 
pleafed,  and  told  me  in  anfwer, 
that  he,  who  had  the  diredlion 
of  the  whole  affair,  being  gone 
again  into  the  country,  and  be- 
ing not  to  return  before  Satur- 
day next,  nothing  could  be  done 
till  Monday ;  but  that  then  he 
Gueftioned  not  but  I  fhould  he 
uuisfied.  We  fhall  fee  what 
that  gentleman  ^ill  fay  at  his 
return;  and  unlefs  the  gentle- 
men in  France  have  made  my 
friends  here  alter  their  opinions 
(which  I  do  not  yet  find  they 


have)  I  hope  all  will  go  as  we 
would  have  it;  and,  in  cafe 
that  ihould  not  happen  fo,  I  am 
very  much  of  your  excellency's 
opinion,  that  we  fhall  leave  all 
thofe  gentlemen  to  their  ill  de- 
fiiny,  and  go  another  way  to 
work. 

My  Whig  friend  was  charmed 
with  your  excellency's  letter, 
which  he  read  over  and  over. 
Many  others  of  the  fame  party 
begin  to  change  their  language 
in  our  favour.  I  fend  my  bro- 
ther a  little  piece,  which  is  juft 
publiihed  at  my  charge,  and 
writ  in  a  pretty  moderate  fUIe* 
There  is  fomething  in  it  of  my 
own.  What  is  faid  in  the  poft- 
fcript,  in  praife  of  the  prince» 
is  in  order  to  gain  the  prince's 
party,  which  is  already  weU  in- 
clined towards  us. 

If  your  excellency  thinks  it 

f  roper  to  order  me  to  Holland, 
fhould  be  of  opinion,  that  you 
fhould  fend  the  like  orders  to 
monfieur  Petkum,  on  pretence, 
that  you  would  receive  informa- 
tion from  us  both  together,  con-  . 
cerning  the  poflure  of  af&irs 
here  with  regard  to  our  com- 
mon interefls.  That  would  not 
give  any  umbrage,  and  one 
might  eafily  find  out  ways^  of 
amufing  M.  Petkum.' 

Before  this  letter  reached  ba- 
ron Gortz,  he  writ  another  to 
count  Gyllenburg,  dated  at  Pa- 
ris, January  16,  1717,  N.  S. 
as  follows : 

*  I  have  juft    now  received 
here,   your  letters  of  the  ift, 
2d,  4th,   and  7th.      You  may  • 
depend  upon  it,  Sir,  and  aiTure 

your 
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Geowl.  ta  a  fDr«ig9  yoftse^  ckatf  <ltpckit  fvoii^  tliek  ^U ng  aifd  tur^m^d 
if^ir^f.  defi^  of  aHctbigvaiiilAilj^ertkig  Ae  p^dem  hf^pfefttUiA^ 
•-  mcaC 

to  England  docs  afi  piemit  &ik«    fehce^    he    would  iMve  &!md' 

up  all  ooif  though  and  atlcm- 

tioB.    It  wiH  ddjiead  bii«  updtf 

t^o  things ;   ostf'  is  th«  p^ti- 

Cttrmg.  four  or  iiVi»  Mpe  <4  War ; 

and  the  otilet   is  mooMr.      I 

know  where  to  get  the  formed, 

bat  I  caa  dx»  noihiiig  widtovt 


StaBtbke  Mfy  tiiftr«fted; 

I  Mr6Wflh  iead  yOR^  btck  thef 
comraCls  fi|gned  aocordiag  t<r 
yd«r  deilr«.  The  p^Mve  pro- 
mife  of  leetiAg  chenr  hatre  irda 
put»  Hie  trndei-  fome  difBcuky* 
becattfifc  I  had'  RO^  dkonghts  o( 


the  other.     I  cannet  figt  the    preparing  for  fbgytai  a  quantitj. 


coBtradbs  that  are  ofiei^  Hie. 
YouF friends  nluft^  take  camiO' 
rcmo^re  that  obfttcle»  aad  to 
provide  fof  the  och^r  f<)iiadren. 
There  is  not  a  AKmieiit-  to  \of&i 
The  tiiae  ib  vety  ihort :  Our 
friends  on  this^fidehav^aflhred 
me,  that  the  money  fhotiid  be 
ready  forthwith^  By  your  let- 
ters i  am  to  believe>  there  are 


Air  to  your  nloney,  you  axay 
keep  an  aecomii  of  what  -  yott 
ihall  reeeire,  fbo^  thoouiiid 
ctowM.  I  hai^  nor  yet  pttK 
pofed  todlLekriiglthae  augmeii^' 
tation^  bat  I  am  iit  hopes  of^ 
obtas^rn^it  fbryoui 

In-  tlK  meattr  time;  entplojr ' 
aH  yottr  (kM,  it  oti^r-to  gtm ' 
tficcouitaH  the  trouble- that  is' 


20,0001.    HsL^4      I  herewith-    poffiMe,  in  then^xt  feffion*  m' 
fend  yoa  the  aequittttftte,  which    rdatfen  to  thei)^  cohdnA  in  die 


I  have  given  hei<e«  thitt  you  ftttiy 
dfaw  yatirs  c^aiA^rsfably  to  it, 
vfkkk  yott  witt  exchange  here- 
after for  afHi^t  which  I  will 
feild  yioa,  aftar  yM  have  let  me 
know  the  named  of  the  creditor^, 
and  that  yotf  have  received  the 
money.  We  are  here  agreed 
upon  the  plan  of  our  enterprifef ; 


af^ihs  of  the  north;  and  tell  me' 
ffocA  w^QCe  pfooeeds  th^  good" ' 
difpofition    whetehi    Wa^le 
{(itms  tabe.* 

The  fomr  of  the  aeqinttanoc 
mentioned  add  indofea  in  thia 
letter  of  barbnGorta  tor  conmt 
Gylletitbtifg, is asfoltow3^:  I, the 
underwritten  plenipotentiary  of 


and  I  am  promifed  a  man  to  be  his  mafelly  the  king  of  Sweden 

fent  toHoUaady  who  will  bring  ackno^^dedge  to  have  received 

me  what  farther  informations  of  for  the  fer- 

may  be  wanting.      You  may  vice' of  his  Swedifh  majefty,  the 

likewife  afTure  your  friends,  that  fum  of  which  the 

our  prince  will  certainly  be  of  faid  has  found  means 

the  party,  but  I  conjure  you  to  of  lending  to  his  faid  majeftys 


S've  nothing  )in  wridng  about 
is  negotiatioB,  except  what 
relates  to  the  acquittance  upon 
the  foot  abovementioned. 

I  do  not  exped  to  hear  from 
vou  any  more  hen,  but^in  Hol- 
land I  aady  if  your  man  ihould 


which  fum  of  I  pro- 

mife,  on  the  paru>f  his  majefty^ 
in  virtue  of  the  full  power,  which 
I  have  from  his  faid  majefty, 
and  which  I  have  produced  in 
due  form,  to  caufe  to  be  repaid 
to  the  faid  or  his  01^ 
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tnent  in  the  Proteftant  fucceffion/    They  conclude,  ^  Wc  C3eo,  I. 
are  all  but  too  fenfible  of  the  infupportable  weight  of  ther7l6-'17«< 

na«  ' 


defy  in  the  (pace  of  two  years, 
to  commence  from  the  date  of 
this  acquittance  :  fo  that  every 
fbor  months  there  (hall  be  paid 
a  fixth  part  of  the  principal,  to- 
gether with  intereftat  the  rate  of 
one  half  per  cent,  by  the  month, 
and  fo  on,  to  the  full  payment 
of  the  total  fum.  In  virtue  and 
token  whereof,  I  have  iigned 
thefe  prefents,  the  eleventh  of 
January,  1717. 

The  baron  de  Gortz/ 

The  next  letter  is  from  count 
Gyllenbui^  to  baron  Gortz, 
dated  at  London,  January  18, 
1717,  N.  S.  as  follows  : 

My  friend,  that  direds  the 
whole  affair,  came  back  from 
the  country  laft  Saturday  night, 
as  I  had  the  honour  to  acquaint 
your  excellency  that  he  would, 
in  my  lad.  He  hath  this  day 
let  me  know,  that  upon  a  letter, 
which  he  received  from  my  lord 
t^ar,  to  remit  forthwith  20,oool. 
into  France,  to  the  aueen  dow- 
ager of  England,  wno  was  to 
pay  it  to  us,  he  had  adlually  re- 
mitted that  money,  which  he 
hoped  was  already  paid  to  your 
excellelicy.  He  aflccd  njy  par- 
don tor  not  having  communi- 
cated this  to  me  fooner,  having 
been  obliged  to  go  into  the 
country  tbe  moment  the  affair 
was  difpatched.  He  added, 
that  he  had  defired  further  or- 
ders from  my  lord  Mar,  with 
refped  to  the  place,  where  the 
reft  of  the  money  fliould  be 
paid.  I  doubt  not  but  that  ba- 
fon  Sparre  has  alieikdy  had  ad* 


vice  of  all  this,  and  that  he  has 

acquainted  your  excellency  with 

it;  which,  however,  I  beg  you 

would  forthwith  let  me  luiow, 

that  1  may  quiet  the  minds  of 

my  friends  here,  who  imagine^ 

that  the  faid  baron  doth  not  ad! 

in  concert  with  your  excellenc/ 

in  an  iaffidr,  wherein  the  leaft 

mifunderfbndine   mi&;ht  do  M 

great  deal  of  miichief.    I  have 

told  them,  that  your  excellency 

deiigned,  that  I  fhould  come  to 

you  in  Holland,    to    concert 

every  thing   with   you;   with 

which  they  were  very  well  fatis* 

iied.     But   I  have   (old  them* 

that  I  will  not  go  thither  with 

empty    hands,    and    that  they 

ought  at  leaft  to  get  1 0000 1. 

ready  for  me  to  carry  with  me. 

I  have  alfo  defired  tnem  to  get 

me  a  letter  from  the  brother  of 

the    czar^s    phyfician,    which 

might  ferve  to  introduce  me  to 

him,  if  your  excellency  thinks 

fit  to  employ  me  to  ipeak  to 

him.     I  cannot  exprefs  to  your 

excellency  my  concern,  that  the 

affair  above-mentioned   fhould 

have  taken  a  turn,  which  I  did 

not  expedl;    and    uhich,    for 

aught   I   know,    may  not    be 

*  pleafing    to    your    excellency. 

Even  my  friends  are  diftatisfied 

at  it,  every  thing  being  done 

unknown    to   them.     But,   as 

they  are  obliged  to  have  great 

regard  for  the  diredor  of  the 

a&ir,  who  is  a  perfon  of  very 

ereat  confequence,    they  muft 

Teem  to  be  fati&fied.     if  your 

excellency,    after  this,   tlunks 

it  neceflary  for  me  to  come  to 

Holland,    I  beg  your   orders 

therein 


>  I 


1 
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Go).  !•   n^^nal  debts,  and  therefore  will  not  negle£t  to^  apply  tMf-^ 
I7i6*i7*  ^ves,  with  all  poffible  diligence  and  attention,  to  the  great 

■  ana 


therein  as  foon  as  poffible,  that 
I  may  take  my  meafures. 

After  I  Kad  written  thefe 
fines,  I  received  the  favour  of 
your  excellency's  of  the  I3th» 
trom  whence  I  perceive,  with  a 
great  deal  of  pleafure,  that  our 
afiair  is  begun.  I  read  it  to  one 
of  my  friends.  Who  told  me, 
that  that  was  the  fum,  of  which 
he  had  fpoken  to  me  fbme  days 
ago,  and  which  I  mentioned  in 
one  of  my  former;  that  he 
then  believed  it  to  be  S,ooOl. 
but  that  it  was  but  6,5601 
which  exactly  anfwers  that, 
which  has  been  paid  to  your 
excellency,  and  which  miikes 
part  of  the  20,000 1.  that  has 
oeen  remitted.  He  has  pro- 
miied  me  to  h alien  the  reft,  but 
I  (hould  think,  that  it  would  be 
necefTary,  that  our  friends  in 
France,  from  whom  they  ex- 
pedl  the  orders,  fhould  pray 
them  to  difpatch it  withall  haile. 
He  has  given  me  hopes,  that  I 
ihall  have  a  good  fum  with  me, 
when  I  go  to  Holland.' 

The  next  letter  is  of  count 
Gyllenburg  to  baron  Gortz,  da- 
ted at  London,  January  23, 
1717,  in  which  he  writes  thus : 

The  day  before  yefterday,  1 
received  the  favour  of  your  ex- 
cellency's of  the  1 6th.  Ihein- 
clofed  triplicate  of  that  which 
I  had  the  honour  to  write  your 
extellency  by  the  lafl  poll,  will 
fhew  you  the  train,  that  oar  af- 
fairs are  in.  In  the  mean  time, 
I  have  told  our  friends,  that 
your  excellency  thought  my 
voyage  to  Holland  abfolutely 
necelfary,   in  order  to  concert 


with  me  the  neceflary  meafoVes 
for  the  enterprize;  but,  that 
your  excellency  would  by  no 
means  have  me  ffir  from  hence,' 
without  carrying  with  me  what 
money  ihould  be  neceflary. 
That  it  therefore  lay  upon  thent 
now  to  make  the  bcS.  ufe  of  the 
time,  which  was  fo  precious  to 
us,  and  to  put  me  in  a  condi- 
tion of  going  with  the  firft  op- 
tunity. 

They  promifed  me  to  dor 
their  beft  that  my  voyage  might 
not  be  deferred  loriger  than  the 
end  of  the  next  week.  In  cafe 
I  can  by  that  means  bring  them 
to  haflen  their  dilburfement,  it 
will  afterwards  depend  upon 
your  excellency's  plcafure,  wne- 
ther  I  ihall  go  to  pay  my  refpedU 
to  you  or  not. 

Your  excellency  may  be  af- 
fured,  that  I  do  all  in  my  powe^ 
to  traverfe  the  ill  defiens  of  our 
enemies.  The  printed  piece  in- 
clofed,  wherein  I  have  fpoketf 
rntirely  as  as  Englifhman,  is  a 
fmall  ipecimen  of  what  is  to 
follow.  1  do  not  know  whether 
Mr.  Walpole's  exprcflions  were 
the  effeft  of  his  firfl  rage,  on 
account  of  his  brocher-m-Iaw 
my  lord  Town(hend's  b^ing  re- 
moved>  or  whether  they  came 
from  his  heart.  We  ihall  be 
better  able  to  judge  of  thofe 
gentlemen  after  the  king's  ar- 
rival, when  it' (hall  appear,  if 
they  have  reafbn  to  be  fatisfied ; 
for  it  is  from  thence,  that  tliey 
will  form  their  fcheme  of  polr- 
tics. 

It  is  (trongly  reported  here; 
that  your  excellency  has  made  a 

de^ 
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■md  neceflanr  work  of  reducing  and  leflenlng,  by  degrees^  Geo.  I. 
this   heavy  ourden,    which  may  prove   the  moft    effectual  1716-17. 

means  of  preferving  to  the  public  funds  a  real  and  certain  — • 

fecurity.' 

The  convocation  alfo  prefented  a  very  loyal  addrcfe,  ^^^J^^^  ®f 
wherein  was  the  following  paragraph :  *  We  have  feen,  in  cidon?*** 
the  late  declarations  of  fome  of  thefe  men»  who,  neverthe- 
lefty  call  themfelves  by  the  name  of  Proteftanis,  what  we 
mufl  look  for,  (hould  a  Popifh  prince  ever  fit  upon  the  throne 
of  thefe  kinedoms.  Whilft  they  allow  us  no  better  a  cha- 
"XiBcr  than  that  of  Schifmatics  and  Heretics,  of  men  cut  off 
from  the  communion  of  Chrift's  church,  and  all  the  hopes 
of  ialvadon.  What  can  be  expeded  from  profefled  Papifts, 
who  account  no  better  of  them  (however  they  may  flatter 
themfelves)  than  they  do  of  us  ;  but  that  both  they  and  we 
(hall  be  utterly  deifa-oyed  by  them  V 


declaradon,  that  the  king,  ha- 
ving waved  all  preliminary  de- 
mands, has  accepted  the  empe* 
tor's  mediation,  and  amed  to 
fend  his  plenipotentiaries  to 
Bmnfwick,  I  moft  humbly  beg 
your  excellency  will  letnie  know 
what  truth  there  is  in  it.^ 

The  next  letter  is  from  baron 
Gortz  to  coont  Gyllenburg,  da- 
ted at  Paris,  January  27,  1717, 
N.  S.  wherein  he  fays :  Yours 
of  the  18th,  with  the  daplicate, 
is  come  iafe  to  my  hands.  Your 
frtcnds  are  in  the  wrong  to  ima- 
gine, that  M.  Sparre  and  I  do 
sot  ad  in  concert  in  this  affair. 

He  has  communicated  every 
thing  CO  me  with  the  ^reatedex- 
afbieA,  and  not  being  autho- 
zed  himielf  to  enter  upon  this 
affair,  nor  to  receive  the  money, 
he  has  left  all  to  my  difpofal.  I 
have  even  put  into  his  hands 
HcquitcaDces,  where  the  fam  is 
len  in  blanks,  that  he  may  make 
nie  of  them  in  my  ablence,  as 
fi>on  as  the  money  is  come.  The 
friends,  which  are  in  France, 
ihall  be  writ  to,  to  prefs  thofci. 

Vqj..  XIX- 


in  Eneland,  to  fami(h,  as  fbon 
as  pomble,  the  million  of  Dutch 
guilders,  which  we  have  agreed 
on ;  and  I  muft  needs  tell  you, 
that  I  cannot  take  the  leaft  ftep 
in  relation  to  the  fhips,  whicn 
are  abfolotely  neceflary  to  us  for 
carrying  on  this  enterprise,  be- 
fore  laminpofleffion  of  that 
whole  fum;  tor,  if Ifliould be- 
gin, and  the  money  afterwards 
not  come  in,  the  fum  employed 
upon  this  occafion  would  be  loft  ; 
not  to  fpeak  of  the  difgrace  it 
woald|  be  for  me  to  have  en- 
tered upon  an  affair,  without 
being  able  to  go  through  with 
it. 

As  for  your  voyage  into  HoU 
land,  thai  likewife  depends  on 
the  payment  of  this  money. 
When  you  have  fecured  that 
point,  you  will  do  me  a  plea- 
furc  in  cominr  over  to  me,  fur- 
nifhedwith  all  the  informations 
tending  to  the  execution  of  our 
dcfign,  which  may  ftiU  be  want- 
ing. I  will  write  next  poft  to 
Petkam,  to  come  along  with 
you.' 


ut 
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Geo.  I.  But  the  univerfity  of  Oxford  did  not  fliew  thentfelres  ffi 
1716-17.  loyal ;  for,  at  the  meeting  of  the  vice-chancellor,  andothei 

—  heads  of  the  univcrfity,  Dr.  Dunftcr,  warden  of  Wadham- 

Pcbateat  coU^ge,  having  made  a  motion  for  an  addrefs  to  the  ktpg, 
blutaliVd-  ^^  °^»"g  fupported  by  Dr.  Wynne,  bifhop  of  St-  A%h, 
drei».  and  by  the  i^arden  of  Merton-coUegc  ;   Dr.  Spialridgp,  bi- 

fliop  of  briftol,  dcfired  to  know  the  fubjefl  of  the  addreis. 
Bifhop  Wynne  readily  anfwered,  Ths^t  they  might  addrefi 
upon  thefe  three  heads  :  '  i.  The  fupprelSon  of  the.  late  un- 
natural rebellion  :  2.  The  king's  fafe  return  :  3.  The  fe- 
vour  ffaewn  by  the  court  to  the  univerfity^  in  granting  their 
late  requeft,'  that  th^  officers  of  Sterne's  regiment,  quartered 
at  Oxford,  Ihould  not  burn  pubIickly,on  the  day  of  his  ma- 
jefly's  arrival,  the  effigies  of  the  dcyil,  pope,  pretender,  Or- 
mond.  Mar,  and  ethers.' 

The  bifhop,  Smalridge,  replied,  ^  The  rebellion  had  been 
fup^refled  long  before ;  a  thaokfgivjng  bad  already  been  ob<-; 
ferved  for  it,  and  therefore  he  thought  it  now.  too  late  to 
addrefs  upon  th«\t  fubjeft.'  As  tp  the  fecond,  '  Tberfe  wQuld 
be  no  end  of  addrefl^s,  if  th^y  ;pad.c  one  upon  ilich  aa  ogca>« 
(on.'  Ajid  a9  for  t;he  third,  <  The  \^ps  favoHJC  they  had  rc- 
^eived  was  ov.crbdjancped,  by  haying  a  w^hpie  regiment  q.uaff« 
ttred  upon  them.'  Dr.  Charlett,  the  maAer.  of  Univerfky* 
college,  urged,  ^  That  tl^ere  was  no  precedent  for  addreffing 
a  king,  who  returned  from  his  German  territories.'  Dr.  Gar- 
diner was  againft  addreffing,  to  fnve  charges,  on  pretence, 
t^at  •  they  were  out  of  cafh.'  Dr.  Cobb,  and  others,  made 
other,  objeftions,  and  fo  the  motion  for  addreffing  dropped. 
But  tlie  univeriity' 'of  Cambridge  did  not  follow,  their  example|) 
but  prefentefl  a  loyal  addrefs,  wherein  they  owned  the  l^j^ig 
tfi  be  thcif  only  rightful  and  lawful  fovercigu  (a). 

Thfiee 


(a)  Thefe  addreflcs  were  fol- 
lowed by  a  long  one  from  the 
diflenting  miniifers,  in  which 
they  faid  : 

*  We  think  it  the  particular 
honoar  of  the  Proteftant  Diflenl 
fers,  that  their  ibidl  adherence 
to  the  intcrjeft  of  your  illuftrious 
family,  before  your  majefty's 
acceOiOn,  and  their  loyalty  to  it 
fince,  have  drawn  upon  them  ib 
much  of  the  fury  oftheirfellow- 
firbjecb  ;  we  are  not  C(Hvfcioa5 


what  elfe  could-  render  as  olv> 
noxious  to  them. ;  eur  prindple&. 
being,  as  we  hope,  the  moft 
friendly  to  mankind,  and  »» 
mounting  to  no  morethaa  thofm. 
of  a  general  Toleration  to  aUL 
peaceable  fubje^s,  univeHkl. 
love  and  charity  for  all  Chri^ 
ftians,and  to  ad  always  in  mat*- 
ters  of  religion,  as  God  (hall) 
five  us  light  into  his  will  aboiit» 
them. 

We  do  not  fo  muck  as  expert 


or 


Ot^ENGLAND.  t^ 

Three  or  four  izys  after  their  addrefs,  the  commons  paf-  Geo.  I. 
fed  SI  bill  for  prohibiting  all  commerce  with  Sweden,  as  lortg  1716-17. 
«5  the  king  fhould  think  it  neceflary  for  the  fafety  and  peace  of         '    *■ 
the  hation.     The  bill  was  approved  by  the  lords,  and  received  ^  ^'^^f** 
thfc  royal  aflent.     The  trade  with  Sweden  was  of  great  mo-  commerce 
m^nt  to  the  merchants,  but  the  indignation  was  (b  general  in  with  Swe- 
both  houfes,  that  the  bill  met  with  little  oppofition.     Before  ^"• 
the  fupplies  were  fettled,  the  commons  voted  ten  thoufand  Debate  a- 
feamen  for  the  year  17 17.     Then  they  took  into  confidcra-  *«>"*  ^« 
tion  the  cftimates  of  the  land-forces.    In  the  debate,  the  To-  '*'***-*«''«•'• 
lies  aliedoed,  that,  the  Isite  rebellion  beinfi^  fupprefled,    and 
the  Swedifh  confpiracy  feafonably  difcovered,  there  was  rea- 
ibn  to  hope,  the  counties  would  be  foon  eafed  of  the  grievous 
.  burden  of  quartering  foldiers ;    but,  if  it  appeared  that  the 
king  of  Sweden  perlmed  in  his  defign  to  invade  preat  Britain,   • 
they  wouM  all  readily  give  their  votes  for  keeping  the  prefent 
forces  on  foot.     The  contrary  party  urged  the  ncceffity  of 
tsdting  fjjeedy  and  vigorous  refolutions  in  relation  to  the  army, 
At  length  it  was  refolved,  without  dividing,  that  the  fum  of 
959,943 1.  (houM  be  granted,  for  maintaining  the  guards, 
garrifons,  and  hnd-forces,  for  the  enfuing  year.     Not  long 
after,  they  paikd  the  mutiny  and  defertion  bill,  by  which  the 
ibidiers  were  exempted  from  arrefts  for  debts.     When  this  ^, 
bill  was  before  the  lords,  the  licentioufnefs  6f  the  army,  and  tout  the*" 
die  diforders  committed  bv  the  foldiery,  particularly  at  Ox-  mutiny-bill. 
ford,  were  complained  o^    and  a  motion  was  made,  that, 
before  they  pafied  a  bill  in  their  favour,  they  fhould  inquire 
into  the  riot,  which  happened  in  that  city  on  the  prince  of  ' 

Wales's  birth-dav.     The  court  infiftcd  on  the  neceffity  of 
paffing  the  bill  without  delay;  but  readily  confented,  that  the 
Oxford  riot  fhould  be  inquired  into.     Some  lords  of  the  other  ^^^^^^^^  ^^ 
lide,  who  were  apprehenfive,  that  the  univerfity  would  get  bout  the 
no  credit  by  fuch  an  examination,  endeavoured  to  wave  it,  Oxford  riot, 
by  propofing  a  general  inquiry  into  the  conduft  of  the  army. 
This  was  oppoied  by  the  court  lords,  who  obfcrved,  that  they 
ot^bt  not  to  arraign  a  confiderable  body  of  men,  againft 
whom  there  was  no  legal  complaint ;   and  that  fuch  a  pro- 
ceeding could  not  but  be  difagreeable,  and  even  injurious  to 

or  defure  any  thing  that  ought  to  might  DOt  want  capacity,  as  we 

five  any  one  the  leaft  Millar-  hope  your  majefly  will  £nd  they 

ance ;   we  only  wiih,  that  un-  never  want  an  inclination,    to 

der  your  majelly,   as  the  com-  promote  the  true  intereft  of  the 

mon  father  of  all  your  loyal  Proteftant  religion,  and  of  th^ir 

people,  thofc  of  our  pcrfoafion  coontr}'/ 

Fa  the 


1 
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Geo.  I.  ^e  king,  who,  by  his  prerogative,  has  the  commafid  of  the 
2716-17.  armv  s  suid,  if  any  abufes  and  diibrders  are  committed  by  the 
■   ■  foldiers,  the  complaints  ought  firft  to  be  laid  before  him  : 

But,  fince  it  had  been  moved  to  inquire  into  the  Oxford 
riots,  which  had  indeed  made  a  great  noife,  and  been  examined 
in  council,  they  ought  to  addrefs  his  majefty,  that  he  would 
be  pleafed  to  caufe  all  the  papers  relating  to  that  aiFair  to 
be  laid  before  the  houfe.  The  addrefs  was  refolved  and  pre- 
fented,  and,  the  papers  being  laid  before  the  lords,  theie 
arofe  a  great  debate.  The  archbiihop  of  York  and  the  bi- 
(hops  of  Rochefter  and  Chefter  endeavoured  to  juftify  the 
univerfity,  alledging,  among  other  things,  <  That  for  forty 
years  paft  they  had  not  paid  any  regard  to  the  birth-day  of  any 
prince  of  Wales,  or  even  of  the  prince  fitting  on  the  throne,  by 
making  public  rejoicings :  That  the  univerfity  had  a  method 
of  exprehing  their  loyalty  more  confident  with  the  dignity  of 
their  founders,  and  the  characters  of  their  peribns,  than  illu- 
minations, bonfires,  and  firing  of  guns :  That,  as  for  the 
mayor  and  magiftrates  of  the  city  of  Oxford,  they  had  this  to 
plead  for  their  excufe,  that  they  were  ignorant  it  was  the 
prince's  birth-day :  That,  the  feveral  affidavits  and  informa- 
tions, upon  which  the  mayor  and  magiftrates  grounded  their 
complaints,  having  been  fent  up  to  court,  copies  of  the  fame 
were  returned  to  the  officers  of  the  regiment  quartered  at  Ox- 
ford, in  order  to  give  them  an  opportunity  to  juftify  their 
proceedings ;  which  produced  another  fet  of  affidavits  and 
depofitions  in  behalf  of  the  officers :  That  the  magiftrates  had 
no  opportunity  to  make  any  replication  in  their  own  defence; 
and  therefore  it  was  moved,  that  the  houfe  would  come  to  no 
refolution,  upon  the  foot  of  the  two  fets  of  affidavits  j  but  that 
they  would  adjourn  the  further  proceedings,  and  appoint  a 
day,  when  they  would  hear  the  perfons  concerned  in  thofe 
informations.  They  infifted  upon  this  method,  becaufe  no- 
thing could  fct  this  matter  in  a  truer  light,  than  the  crofs- 
cxamining  and  confronting  the  evidences  on  each  fide ;  ufg- 
ing,  that  this  method,  their  lordfhips  very  well  knew,  was 
the  conftant  practice  of  the  courts  below,  and  even  of  all  the 
hearings  at  the  bar  of  their  lordfhips  houfe  ;  and  that  their 
lordihips  had  never  yet  refufed  to  admit  of  a  replication :  That 
ai  to  the  difrefpedl  to  the  prince  regent,  charged  upon  the 
univerfity  for  their  negled  of  ringing  the  bells  on  his  royal 
hiehnefs  s  birth-day,  of  the  fixteen  colleges  in  the  univerfity, 
only  three  had  any  bells  to  ring:  And  that  it  appeared 
plainly  by  the  affidavits  taken  before  the  mayor  and  magiftrates, 
that  the  riotous  proceedings  were  occafioncd  by  the  infolence 

and 
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and  rude  behaviour  of  the  foldiers^  encouraged  by  leveral  Geo.  I. 
members  of  the  univerfity,  calling  themfelves  the  Conftitution-  1716-17. 
Club;    and  by  the  negle£l  of  the  commanding  officers  of  ■  > ■  '  . -m ■ 
the  regiment,  in  not  iflliing^  proper  orders  to  fupprels  the  dif* 
turbance.'    The  duke  of  Buck^,  the  earl  of  Abingdon^  the 
lords  Harcourt,  Trevor,  North  and  Grey,  and  fome  others^ 
Ipoke  alio  in  fevour  of  the  univerftty  and  magiftrates  of  Ox- 
ford. 

The  lord  Coning(by,  who  fpoke  firft  on  the  other  fide^ 
iaid,  <  That  he  knew  the  ufage  of  the  univeriity  to  have 
been  otherwife  than  had  been  ^reprefented  i  and  gave  a  (bort 
account  of  their  behaviour  in  the  reigns  of  king  Charles  II. 
and  James  II  i  and  diftinguiihed  between  their  paft  and  pre-i 
fent  loyalty.'  He  owned,  <  That,  in  thefe  two  reigns^  they 
had  expreued  their  loyalty  in  a  moft  extraordinary  manner, 
and  had  made  fuch  great  advances  to  countenance  an  unli-  , 
mited  power  in  the  prince,  that,  if  providence  had  not  mira- 
culoufly  interpofed,  they  had,  as  far  as  in  them  lay,  deftroytd 
the  liberties  of  their  country,  which  would  have  involvsd  the 
untverfity  in  certain  ruin.'  The  lord  chancellor,  the  duke  of 
Kingfton,  the  earl  of  Sunderland,  the  lord  Parker,  the  lord 
Townihend,  the  lord  Cadogan,  and  fome  other  peers,  wli0 
Jpoke  on  the  fame  fide,  obferved  in  general,  *  That  the  dif- 
refped  to  the  prince  regent,  charged  upon  the  univerfity  and 
city  of  Oxford,  was  manifeft,  becaufe  the  major  of  the  regi- 
meht  did,  about  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  go  to  the  mayor^ 
and  complained,  that  he  had  (hewed  no  regard  to  the  prince's 
birth*day,  by  ringing  the  bells  $  to  which  the  mayor  returned 
afhuffling  anfwer,  pretending,  he  did  not  know  it  to  be  the 
prince  regent's  birth-day.  That  upon  this  the  major  told  him. 
He  would  draw  out  the  regiment  to  celebrate  the  day,  with  pro- 
per rqoicings,  which  he  did  accordingly ;  but  chat  the  mayor, 
inftead  of  joining;  in  the  rgoicings,  with  a  vaft  mob  after  him, 
lilled  up  the  public  fireets  ;  and  fome  of  his  attendants  inful« 
ted  the  (bldiers  on  their  march,  and  gave  them  opprobrious 
language,  crying  out,  Down  with  the  Roundheads.'  That 
they  proceeded  (b  far  in  their  infults,  as  to  throw  dirt  and 
flones  at  the  foldiers,  and  even  attempted  to  difarm  fome  of 
them.  That  the  houfe,  wherein  the  officers  of  the  regiment, 
and  fome  of  the  coUegians  met  to  celebrate  the  feftivalt  wasp, 
in  an  infolent  manner,  aflaulted,  and  the  windows  broke  by 
fiones  thrown  from  theoppofite  houfe  of  one  Hurft,  an  iron* 
moiioer,  upon  which  the  foldiers,  to  revenge  the  aiFront,  be- 
gan lucewife  to  break  windows,  of  which  the  major  was  no 
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Geo.  I.  fooner  informed ,  but  he  immediately  went  out  and  bid  them 
1 716-17.  defift.  That  it  was  indeed  affirmed  in  fome  of  the  affidavits 
m  .  ,  produced  in  behalf  of  the  univerfity  and  magiftrates,  that  a 

certain  collegian  went  round  the  bonfire,  and  encouraged  the 
.foldiers  to  break  the  windows  of  Hurft,  and  all  that  were  not 
illuminated  ;  but,  that  the  fame  was  contradicSted  by  no  left 
than  five  or  fix  perfons,  who  upon  oath  declared,  that  the 
collegian  was  from  feven  till  ten  that  evening  in  their  com- 
pany, and  had  not  Airred  from  the  houfe  all  that  time.  Tbat^ 
upon  the  mayor's  applying  to  the  major  of  the  regiment,  the 
latter  gave  immediate  orders  for  patrols  to  go  through  the 
city,  and  fend  home  to  their  quarters  all  the  ibldiers  they 
ihould  find  in  the  flreets.  And  that,  the  patrols  being  in^ 
fill  ted  by  fom,e  of  the  mayor's  attendants,  two  or  three  of  the 
foldiers  fired*  but  with  powder  only,  purfuant  to  the  orders 
given  them/  During  this  debate,  the  earl  of  Abingdon  of- 
fered a,  petition  from  the  vice-chancellor,  and  the  mayor,  and 
nja^iflratas  of  Q;^fQrd,  praying  to  be  heai^d  ;  and  infiiled,, 
that  iit  ihould  be  received  and  read  :  But  it  was  urged  oa  thQ 
oth^r  fide,  that,  the  houfe  being  in  a  grand  committee,  the 
r^ceiji^ing:  any  petition?  was  irregular.  Then  it  was  moved, 
that  the  chairman  (hould  leave  thechai^  ;  which  being  carried 
in^  the.  negative,  the  debate  was  refumed,  and  about  fix 
o!clock  in  thq  evening  the  two  following  refolutions.wete 
agreed  to  by  a  majority  of  fixty  five  againft  thirty- three- 
;  I.  Refclved,  <  Th^t  the  heads  of  the  univerfity,  ancj  mayor 
of  the  citv,  negle6ted  to  make  any,  public  rejoicings  on  the 
prince's  birth-day  s  but,  fpme  of  th^  collegians,  wirh  the  of- 
ficers, being  met  to  celebrate  the  day,  the  houfe,  where  they 
were,  was  ailaulted,  and  the  windows  were  broken  by  tl^e, 
rkbble;  which  was  thq  beginning  and  occafion  qfthe  riot^, 
,  that  enfued,  as  well  from  the  foTjiiers  as  the  fcholara  and 
tbwnfmen;  and  that  the  conduflof  the  major  feeme^-wcll 
juftified  by  the  aipdavits  produced  on  his  part. 

n.  Refolved,  That  the  printing  and  publifhing  the  depp(i<^ 
ttons,  upon  which  the  qomplaints  relating  to  the  riots  aX  0^- 
fprd  were  founded,  while  that  njattcr  was  under,  the  examina^f . 
'  tion  of  the  lords  of  the  comqiitt^e,  of  counqil,^  ana  befbro^ 
they  had  tioje  to  come  to  any  refolutipn  tquchiqg^  f^e  fame,^ 
was  irregular,  difrefpe£lfui  to  his  royaj  highne/s,^  and  tending^ 
to  fedition/ 
^  .  The  commons,  proce^ina  upon  the  fupplies,  amone  othet 

Debates  a-    .1  •  ^  j       '^        1     r  "  f  ^  '  >    '    •  1I  ..  1*  ir- 

bout  the      things,  granted  24,000  U  for  the  p^^yrnent  of  our  battahpns  of 

fuppHcs.     Munfier,  and  two  of  Saxe-Gotha,  which  the  kipjhad  taken. 

into  his  fervice,  to  fupply  thft  rface  of  fuch  as,  during  the 

rebellion, 
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rebelUon,  (hould  be  drawn  from  the  earrifons  of  the  States-  Geo.  L 
general  to  the  aiiiilanceqf  England.  This  occafioned  a  great  1716-1;  • 
debate.  It  was  faid,  as  thefe  troops  did  not  ferve,  they  ought  — 1— — 
liot  to  be  paid.  It  was  replied,  by  the  treaties,  it  was  agreed 
that  they  ihould  be  paid  whether  they  ferved  or  not,  and  the 
circumiiances  of  the  time^  made  fuch  an  agreement  neceflary. 
It  was  moved,  and  the  quefiion  put  for  an  addrefs  to  the 
king,  that  the  inftrudiions^  E}y^^  ^^  thofe  who  tran(a£led 
ihe  treaties  for  the  iix  battalions,  might  be  laid  before  the 
houfe,  but  it  palled  in  the  negative  by  a  majority  of  one  hun- 
dred and  iixty-five  againfl  thirty^eight.  It  was  believed  thefe 
treaties  were  called  for,  an^  the  addre(s  moved  by  fome  gen- 
tlemen, with  a  defign  to  bring  a  cenfure  on  the  German  mi-> 
nifters.  Aboutc,50O  1.  was  alfo  granted  to  make  good  the 
damages  and  loiles  fui^ined  by  the  tumultuous. and  rebellious, 
proceedings  in  feveral  counties,  particularly  the  demolifliing 
of  the  meeting-houfes*  The  money  voted  for  the  army, 
navy,  and  other  {particulars,  amounted  to  above  two  mil- 
lions and  a  half. 

To  raife  thefe  fupplies,  the  commons  granted  a  land-tax  A  mcflage 
of  three  Ihillmgs  in  the  pound,  and  the  malt-taic;.     While  ^^^^^^^^ 
thefe  things  were  tranfading,  Mr.  fecretary  Stanhope  deli*-  txt^ordina- 
vered  to  the  boufe  the  following  mefl^ge  from  the  king :         ty  fuppiy. 

<  His  majedy  being  defirous,  above  alt  things,  not  only  to- 
iecure  his  kingdoms  againft  the  prefent  danger,  with  which  > 
tdey  are  threatened  from  Sweden,  but  likewife  to  prevent,  as 
far  ^  poffible,  the  like  apprehenfions  for  the  future,  thinks  it 
neceiTary,  that  foch  meafures  ihould  be  early  concerted,  as  • 
may  conduce  moft  eiFe£hially  to  this  end. 

.  And,-  as  this  may  require  (bme  expence,  hismajefty  hopes, 
that  his  commons  will,  by  their  affiftahce  at  this  junSure, 
inable  him  to  make  good  ftich  engagements,  as  may  eafe  his 
people  of  all  future  charge  and  apprehenfions  upon  this  ac- 
count.' 

The  confiderationof  this  unexpe<5led  meflage  was  deferred  p^bates  on 
tin  the  next  day,  when  Mr.  fecretary  Stanhope  made  a  mo-  *^* 
tion,  <  That  a  fuppiy  be  granted  to  inable  his  majefiy  to  Con- 
cert fuch  meafures  with  foreign  princes  and  ftates,  as  may 
prevent  any  charge  or  a^reheniions  from  the  defigns  of  Swe- 
den for  the  future.'  He  urged  the  advantage  and  fecurity, 
that  would  arife  to  the  nation,  by  inabling  his  majefty  to  re- 
duce the  king  of  Sweden  ;  and  what  confidence  they  ought  to 
repofe  in  the  king's  honour,  wifdom,  and  oeconomy,  in  the 
managiement  of  what  money  fhould  be  thought  neceiTary  for 
that  feicvioe.    Mr»  Shippeo  replied,  <  That  it  was  a  great 

F  4  mif- 
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,  Ui»''^'^ynd''^,ug^i^^wx  country. 


J^^^!^o^^^^^e^^  ^'"^' ^^  bis  opinion,  that  the  fame 
Z^'  "^l^nd  thcr^^^L  tnini&tt,  and  then  tranflatcd  into 
^^     t^  by  ^     the  king's  acceffion  to  the  throne, 
S^'"}^.     '^^t.n'^rcAcedons  caft  in  that  houfc  upon  the 


^^     iid  by  ^^  the  king's  acceffion  to  the  throne, 

""'f^    '^^^      ZBeahns  caft  in  that  houfe  upon  the 

^fl'hi^becntfif^yj^i,^d  betrayed  the  intcreft  of  their 


ji^  fniniArh^^  ^gj  the  contrary,  they  had  often  been  told, 
counttj'     Ta  Isid  retrieved  the  honour  and  reputation  of 
rfjaf  his  "^^J^^gffcSts  of  which  had  already  appeared  in  the 
dic  «*J*^'^j,tion  of  trade.    That,  after  all  this,  he  could 
^"'ib "S  very  much  furprifed  to  find  a  motion  made  for  a 
/^^  Wof  money  to  inable  his  majcfty  to  enter  into  new  mea- 
r^s    to  fecure  his  kingdoms  againft  any  future  apprehenfions 
^^*tbe  Swedes.    That  the  neceffity,  that  was  urged  for 
!^  feemcd  to  be  inconfiftent  with  the  account  of  thofe  glo- 
jioas  advantages,  which  his  majefty  had  obtained  for  us.    And 
},e  could  not  help  being  of  the  opinion,  that  if  the  new  al* 
jjances  and  meafures  to  be  concerted  were  fuch,  as  were  tQ 
t)e  obtained  purely  by  the  force  of  our  money,  that  evbr  the 
jiappineis  or  the  fecurity  of  the  nation  could  be  the  confe- 
rence of  fuch  counfels ;    for,  whenever  foreigners  come  to 
laftc  the  fwcetnefs  of  Englifh  money,  we  might  depend  upon 
jt,  that  their  adherence  to  our  intereft  would  laft  no  longer 
than  we  continued  to  fupply  their  neceffities.'    Mr.  Hunger- 
ford,  who  feconded  Mr.  Shippen,  faid,  among  other  particu- 
lars, ^  That,  for  his  part,  be  could  not  underftand  what  oc- 
cafion  there  was  for  new  alliances;    much  lefs,  that  they 
(hould  be  purchafed  with  money.    That  it  muft  needs  be  very 
furprifing  to  the  whole  world,  that  a  nation,  not  long  ago 
the  terror  of  France  and  Spain,  fliould  now  feem  to  fear  fo 
inconfiderable'an  enemy  as  the  king  of  Sweden  ;    efpecially 
'  when  we  had  fo  good  a  fleet  at  fea,  and  fo  great  an  army  on 
land.'     Some  other  fpeeches  were  made  on  the  fame  fide, 
which  gave  Mr.  Stanhope  occafion  to  fay,   ^  That  he  was 
forry  to  find  gentlemen  grow  fo  warm  upon  a  fubjed  of  this 
nature  :    That  the  king  was  a  prince  of  that  integrity  and 
honour,  and  had  already  given  fuch  convincing  proo^  of  his 
tender  care  for  the  true  intereft  of  the  nation,  that  they 
might  intirely  depend  upon  his  wiidom  in  this«matter:    And 
therefore  he  was  of  opinion,  that  none  would  refiife  compli- 
ance with  this  meflage,  but  fuch  as  eidier  were  not  the  kinsj^s 

frien<ka 


0FEN(5LAND.  89 

friends,  or  who  diftrufted  the  honefty  of  his  minifters.'  This  Geo.  I. 
gave  oflfence  to  feveral  members;  and  Mr.  Lawfon,  one  of    1 7 17. 
the  knights  of  the  (hire  for  Cumberland,  replied,  *  That  he  ■ 

was  very  much  furprifed  to  find  fuch  unguarded  expreffions 
&H  from  that  worthy  and  honourable  genueman,  for  whom^ 
he  was  fure,  the  whole  houfe  had  a  very  great  regard.  But» 
fince  he  had  thought  fit  to  fpeak  lb  openly,  he  hoped  he 
might  well  be  juftified  in  faying,  that  if  every  member  of  this 
houfe,  that  ufed  freedom  of  ipeech  on  any  fubjed  of  debate, 
muft  be  accounted  an  enemy  to  the  king,  when  he  happens 
not  to  fall  in  with  his  minifters,  he  knew  no  fervice  they 
were  capable  of  doing  for  their  country  in  that  houfe  ^  and 
dierefore  it  was  his  opinion,  that  they  had  nothing  elfe  to  do 
but  to  retire  to  their  country-feats,  and  leave  the  king  and 
his  minifters  to  take  what  they  pleafed.*  Mr.  Bofeawen^ 
comptroller  of  the  houfhold.  Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote,  Mr.  Ho- 
race Walpole,  and  fome  other  gentlemen,  backed  Mr.  Stan<* 
hope's  motion ;  but  Mr.  Grimftone,  member  for  St.  Al- 
ban's,  and  fome  other  Whie  members,  fpoke  againft  it,  on  the 
other  fide  i  and  what  was  mil  more  obfervable,  was  the  ii« 
lence  of  Mr.  Walpole,  firft  commiffioner  of  the  treafury. 
However,  it  was  moved  and  refolved,  that  the  houfe  would 
in  a  committee  confider,  on  the  8th  of  April,  of  Mr.  Stan* 
hope's  motion  for  a  fupply.  Mean  time  the  king  was  ad* 
drefied  for  a  copy  of  the  treaty  made  by  king  WiUiam^  with 
the  kin?  of  Sweden,  in  1700,  which  was  read  and  examined. 
With  the  treaty  there  was  printed,  and  delivered  to  the  mem- 
bers, an  account  of  the  damages  fuftained  by  the  Britifli  fub- 
jeSt  in  (hips  and  lading,  confifcated  in  Sweden,  amounting 
^o  above  69,0001.  and  of  the  lofles  fuftained  by  the  Mufco- 
vite  company,  amounting  to  above  45,000 1. 

It  was  now  obvious,  that  there  was  a  mifunderftanding  pivjfioa  a- 
among  the  king's  minifters,  and  that  the  Whigs  were  di*  moa%  the 
vided.    This  more  plainly  appeared,  in  the  courle  of  the  de-  '^'^i^ 
bate  about  Mr.  Stanhope^s  motion  for  a  fupply  againft  Sweden* 
^or,  when  it  came  to  be  refumed  on  the  aay  appointed,  it 
was  urged  by  thofe  who  oppofed  it,  <  That  it  was  unparlia- 
mentary to  grant  a  fupply,  before  the  occafion  was  known, 
and  an  eftimate  of  the  expence  was  laid  before  the  houfe. 
That  the  king's  meflage  about  this  matter  was  fo  unprece- 
dented, that  his  miniflm  feemed  to  be  divided  about  it ;  and 
that  it  was  a  great  misfortune  fuch  divifions  fliould  happen 
among  the  miniftry ;  for  then  a  parliament  cannot '  have  a 
true  informatioa  of  things.    That  they  could  not  eaiily  ap« 
pvehciid,  what  occafion  there  was  to  nudce  new  alliances, , 
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Geo.  I.  fine*  we  had  z  ftanding;  anny  in  Great  Britain,  and  a  conii- 
17I7,     dcrabic  fleet  at  fea,  which  fufficiently  fecurcd  his  majefty's 

.^^^ — -~  kingdoms  againfl  any  dangers  from  Sweden.     That  if  we  de- 
figned  to  make  an  otkniive  war  againtl  that  crown.  Why  did 
we  not  fend  part  of  our  forces  on  board  our  fleet ;  efpecially, 
fince  we  were  now  ftcure  at  home,  both  by  the  fuppreiKon  of 
the  late  rebellion,  and  by  the  conduiion  ofthe  triple  alliaiicey. 
which  the  regent  of  France  had  begun  faithfully  to  perform, 
by  cauling  the  pretender  to  pafs  the  Alps  i  However,  if  the 
court  infiltetl  on  the  ncceiljty  of  entering  into  new  engage- 
ments againft  Sweden,  they  thought  it  proper  to  addrefs  bis 
majel^,  to  acquaint  the  houfe  with  the  nature  of  thofe  en- 
gagments,  and  the  fum,  that  was  requiflte  to  make  them 
good.'    To  this  it  was  anfwered  by  Mr.  Stanhope,  and  fome 
others, '  That  »he  difcovcry  of  the  late  confpiracy,  carried  on 
by  the  Swedifh  miniUcrs,  in  conjun£iion  with  the  dilconten- 
ted  party  at  home>  fu^iently  evinced  thenecelHty  of  afVand- 
ing  army  in  Great  Britain.    That  the  treaty  of  ttiole  alliance 
fermcd  indeed  to  fecure  u 
France ;  but  it  was  to  be  ■ 
To  great  oppofuion  at  the 
regent  fticklcd  flienuoully 
lioly  mifcarried  :  Ani^  th 
fon  imaginable  to  commei 
prince,  yet  in  good  policy 
treaty  any  longer,  than  ii 
obferveit.'    And,  as  for 
injurious  to  ths  king's  px 
liances  as  his   majeuy  thi 
dominions,  wldiout  comr 
ment:  Which  piserogativ 
fonSi  for,,  if  the  crown  « 
affairs  to  Co  great  a  huDi 
.    negotiations  mi^t  thewh 
who  fpoko  on  the  Jams  £d 
d'^magesi  which  the;  Brit 
Cii^  being  mad&  prize^ 
belides  thofc  contained,  ii 
that  day  delivercdrt*  thti 
loflesj.  condudiiigf .  that  t 
rar  times  refilled  tct  make 
tl)e  cotitrvy,.  his.aunifiejE 
Tebellion  in  his  iiuikli;|r's 
dedare  war  agUQU  ium. 
*  Tbtf»>  the  DaUh  hiuii 
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Swedes,  they  had  an  equal  concern  with  Great  Britain  to  Geo.  I, 
declare  war  againfl  th«n ;  and  therefore  it  woijd  be  proper,    I7I7< 
before  we  proceeiJed  further,  to  engage  Holland,  in  the  firft— — — 
pl^ce,  to  prohibit  ^1  commerce  with  Sweden,  as  we  had 
done.'     Mr.  Stanhope  laid,  '  He  made  no  doubt  but  the 
Sutcs  would  readily  come  into  any  meafures,  that  fhould 
appcM  neceflary  for  the  good  of  both  nations  in  generalj  and 
to  obtain  fatisfadion  (ot  the  late  depredations  of  the  Swedes 
in  particular.     That  they  had  lately  given  fignal  inftances  of 
their  firm   adherence   to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,    in 
caufing  the  Swedifh  minivers  to  be  feized  in  their  dominions- 
upon  his  majedy'c  de^e :  But  that  the  form  and  conllitutioii 
of  Aeh-  government,  and   the  good  of  their  fubje£b,  who 
moniy  fubfift  by  trade,  did  not  permit  them  to  talte  fuch  vi- 
gorous and   fpecdy  refolutions,    as  could  be  wiJhed;    and 
therefore  it  woulcf  not  be  fair  to  exa^  the  fame  Irom  them.' 
Mr.  Cr^ggs  prcfTed  the  necefllty  of  making  new  alliances  - 
aeainfl  SwL-den,  from  the  late  doubtful  conduU  of  a  northern 
potentate  (meaning  the  czar  of  Mufcovy)  who,  by  his  in- 
a^vicy  agalnll  Sweden,  and  the  pof^s  fomeof  his  troops  had 
taken,  gave  great  umbrage  to  the  empire.'    On  the  other 
hapd,    to  the  gre»t  furprize  of  the  generality  of  the  af^ 
fembly,    the  [fp^dcer,    and  Mr.  Smith,  one  of  the  tellers 
of'  the    exchequer,    declared,    That,    though    they    were 
not  againfl  the  fupply,  they   were  againft  detnanding  anJ 
granting  it  in  fuch  an  unparliamentary  manner :  And   the 
fpeaker  propofed,  That  part  of  the  army  fhould  bedifbanded^ 
apd  the  money,  thereby  faved,  applied  towards  the  making 
good  fuch  new  engagements,  as  were  thought  neceflary  to 
bt  entered  into.     But  general  Mordaunt,  and  feme  otoeis, 
fliewed  how  unfafe  and  impolitic  it  would  be,,  at  this  jiuic- 
tare,  to  difband  ariyof  thoft  troops,     Mr.  Calwdl  doled  the 
dbbate  with  oblerving,  '  That  he  had  rather  pay  others  foe 
fighting  than  fight  himfelf :  That  he  thought  it  more  advan- 
tagJQus  for  Great  Britain  to  carry  the  war  abroad,  and  enjoy 
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Geo«  I.   unparliamentary^  and  it  was  propofed,  either  to  preient  an 
1717.    addrefs  to  the  king,  to  aiTure  him,  that  the  houfe  would  ef' 

■    ■  "       feflually  make  good  all  the  enga^ments  he  (hould  think  pro- 
per to  enter  into ;  or  that  the  kmg  be  deAred  to  diiband  part 
of  the  army,  and  apply  the  favings  towards  the  new  alli- 
ances.   Both  thefe  expedients  were  rejeded  by  the  Speakers 
on  the  other  fide,  and  Mr.  Hampden,  in  particular,  (aid 
*  He  remembered,  that,  about  ten  or  eleven  years  before    a 
great  man  in  that  houfe  made  a  motion  for  allowing  and 
providing  for  about  nine  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  which 
the  government  had  expended,  without  laying  any  eftimate 
before  the  commons.*     To  this  the  fptaker,  who  was  the 
perfon  meant,  faid,    he  wondered  that   gentleman  would 
bring  in,  as  a  precedent,  a  bufinefs,  that  was  tranfafted  fo 
many  years  ago,  and  which  was  not  parallel  to  the  prefent 
cafe.     Mr.  Hampden  replied,  *  He  did  not  mean  to  refl^ 
upon  Mr.  fpeaker,  fince  he  had  the  honour  to  vote  with  him 
upon  that  occafion.*    After  fome  other  fpeeches,  the  refolu- 
tion  for  granting  a  fupply  was  agreed  to,  though  by  a  majq* 
rity  only  of  four  votes,  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  agamft 
one  hundred  and  forty-nine. 

Sl^SSi-"      '^^^  carrying  of  this  vote,  by  fo  fmall  a  majority,  could 
e  mini-    ^^^  j^^^  ^j^^  ^^  j^.      ^^^^  uneannefs ',  and  it  being  evident^ 

that  the  great  oppoution,  which  the  court  found  on  this  oc- 
cafion in  the  houfe  of  commons,  chiefly  proceeded  from  a 
party  of  which  the  lord  Townfliend  was  (aid  to  be  the  head  - 
Mr.  Stanhope  wrote,  that  very  evening,  by  the  king's  com* 
mand,  a  letter  to  acquaint  him,  that  his  majefiy  returned 
him  thanks  for  his  paft  fervices,  but  had  no  farther  occafion 
fer  him  as  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland. 

The  next  morning  Mr.  Walpole  waited  upon  the  king  to 
refign  his  places  of  nrft  commifiioner  of  the  trcafury,  and 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer.  The  king  (hewed  great  regret 
to  part  with  him,  and  with  many  kind  expreffions  endea- 
voured to  perfuade  him  to  keep  his  pofts  j  but  though  Mu 
Walpole  aflured  him,  that  he  would  never  fwerve  from  hit 
duty  to  fo  good  and  gracious  a  matter  j  yet,  at  the  lame  time 
he  reprefented,  bow  impoffible  it  was  for  him  to  ierve 
him  in  the  prefent  circuhiftances  of  affairs.  Mr.  Methuen 
and  Mr.  Pulteney,  fecretary  at  war,  followed  Mr.  Wal- 
pole's  example,  and  the  fanie  mommg  refigned  their  re(pec« 
tive  places. 

On  the  twelfth  of  April,  the  commons,  in  a  committee  of 
the  houfe,  confidered  of  the  fupply  againft  Sweden ;  and, 
Mr.  Stanhope  having  made  a  motion  for  granting  to  the 

king 
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king  250,000 1.  to  inaUe  him  to  concert  meafiires  s^nft  Gea  L 
Sweden,  there  was  for  a  minute  or  two  a  great  filence  in  the    1717. 
houfe.    Mr.  Pulteney,  who  broke  it  firft,  exprefled  his  fur-  ■ 

prise  at  it ;  and  added,  *  He  had  not  yet  fiud  any^  thing  to 
this  matter,  becaufe  he  thought  it  inconfiflent  with  decency 
to  oppofe  a  motion,  that  came  from  the  court,  whfle  he  had 
the  honour  to  be  his  nugefty's  immediate  fervant ;  but  thatu 
having  refigned  his  place,  that  he  might  z£t  widi  the  free- 
dom becommg  an  Englilhman,  he  could  not  forbear  decla- 
ring againft  granting  a  fup|dy,  in  a  manner  altogether  un* 
paniamentarv  and  unprecedented.  That  he  could  not  per* 
liiade  himfm,  that  any  Eagliihman  adviied  hb  maje%  to 
iend  fuch  a  meflage  ;  but  he  doubted  not,  the  refdution  of  a 
firitifli  parliament  would  make  a  German  miniftry  tremble.* 
The  lord  Findi  feconded  Mr.  Pulteney,  and  objeded  to 
Ibme  ftq»,  which  had  been  taken  in  relation  to  the  aflfairs  of 
the  nordi,  alledring,  *  That  it  appeared  by  the  memorial 
preiented  by  tiie  Ruffian  minifter,  and  by  theanfwer,  whidi 
had  been  returned  to  the  fame,  that  fuch  meafures  were  pur* 
fued,  as  were  likely  to  engage  us  in  a  quarrel  with  the  czar/ 
Mr.  Stanhope,  in  a  long  ipeech,  vmdicated  the  king  and  his 
minifters,  in  relation  bodi  to  the  czar  and  the  kineof  Swe- 
den. With  refped  to  the  czar,  he  obferved,  <  That  hi- 
therto he  had  been  obliged  to  be  filent;  but  he  was  now  at 
liberty  to  fet  this  matter  in  a  clear  light,  and  to  acquaint  the 
houfe,  that  the  coldnefi,  which  appeared  of  late  between 
the  king  and  the  czar,  proceeded  from  his  majeft/s  refrifinK 
to  become  guarantee  of  his  czarifh  majeft/s  conquefis ;  and 
from  his  ibllicicing  the  czar  to  withdraw  his  troops  from  the 
duchy  of  Mecklenburg.  That,  as  to  the  firfl,  his  majefty's 
Gooduft  deferved  the  applaufe  and  thanks  of  a  Britim  par- 
liament, fince  it  appeared,  that  bis  majefty  was  tender  not 
to  engage  the  nation  in  foreim  quarrels.  That  this  indeed 
had  been  his  principal  care  fince  his  happy  acceffion  to  the 
throne ',  and  he  might  afilire  them,  that  Ureat-Britain  was 
intixely  free  from  anv  engagements,  and  at  liberty  to  follow 
fuch  meafures,  as  beft  fuit  with  her  intereft.  That  as  for  ^he 
inftan^es,  which  his  majefty  has  caufed  to  be  made  with  th« 
czar^  and  the  meafures  be  may  have  concerted  to  get  the 
Ruffian  troops  out  of  the  duchy  of  Mecklenburg,  his  ma- 
jefty has  a&ed  in  all  this  as  ele^r  and  prince  of  the  empire. 
Tliat  he  was  perfuaded,  all  the  gentlemen  there  would  agree  ^  | 

.  with  him,  that  the  king's  dignity,  as  king  of  Gxeat-JBritainy  ^ 

was  never  underftood  to  tie  up  his  hands  with  r«(pe£t  to  his 
JAterefts  in  Germany,  and  as  priace  of  the  empire  :    But, 

befides, 
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Geo*  L  Bdkles,  he  muft  define  gentlemen  to  confider^  that^  loitg  bb^* 

1717.     fere  bis  majefty's  acceffion  to  the  cmwn,  Great  Britain  ^wna 

■    ■  ■    ■■   in  Arid  unioii  mth  the  emperdr  and  emfrire  y  (o  that  rf^  by 

virtue  of  ancient  alliamces,  ifae  emperor  fhould  require  Gresic- 

Britain  to  ufe  thefe  inftances  with  the  CKar,  trhich  the  Iciiig 

.  bas  made  only  as  eiedbr  of  Hanorer,  Great-Britain  cc^idd 
not  avoid  complying  trith  his  rcqaeft.  That,  in  relation  to 
Sweden^  the  k  ing's  condud  was  not  only  Uamelefe  and  ufi^ 
fpotttdy  but  worthy  of  the  higheft  commendations.  That,  in 
the  late  queen's  time>  Great-Britain  rnte/poM  to  procure  a 

'  neutrality  in  the  north,  wberAy  the  king  rf  Stveden  might 
have  preferred  his  pofleffions  in  the  emigre.  Th^t  tll^  tt- 
gency  at  Stockholm  agreed  to  this  o^rture  ;  but  that  the 
ling  of  Sweden  rereSied  it  with  haughtinefs,  and  ^die  trfmdft 
fcom,  declarrng,^  be  would  ufe  thofe  as  his  enertiie),  who 
ibould  pretend  to  impofe  fueh  a  neutraKty  upon  bim. 

That,  during  the  witrfe  cotn'le  of  that  negofcration,    the 
king,  then  el&^r  of  Hanover,  nkd  all  friendly  offers  in  fi- 
vour  of  S^BCnedcrt.    That  the  feme  havmg  proved  inelRdhrfl, 
AiXAigh  the  king  of  S^ecfen'is  obftfnacy  ;  and  the  king  of 
Denmaik  having,  by  the  fortune  of  war,  reconquered  the 
dudiiea  of  Dreuien  and  Vdrden  ;  bh  majefty,  as  eledor  of 
HanovcJir,  had  purchaffed  the  fkme  with  ms  <r^m  money  for  a 
valxiable  confitfetation.     That  aftbough  rt  was  never  in  tns 
tnajefty's  thoughts  to  engage  Gre*t-Brrfain  in  a  war  to  fii|>- 
port  that  acq^fidon ;  yet,  if  gendemen  t^ould  gwe  them- 
iblves  the  trouble  to  •caft  tbeir  eyes  apotrthe  tna!p,  and  He 
where  Bvcmen  and  Vendcn  Se,  be  hop^d  tbey  would  not  be 
iitdifferent  as  to  the  pofTeffer  of  tbofe  two  dticbies,  btft  wt>ul(]| 
agree  with  him,  that  tben*  being  in  the  king's  bamis  fuits  fi(r 
Bcttei:  with  the  hrtcreft  of  Great-Britaht,  than  if  tbey  wei^ 
in  the  hands  either  of  die  osar,  who  gives  abeady  but  tdo 
much  jealoofy  in  the  empire,  or  of  the  king  of  Sweden, 
who  endeavoured  to  raife  a  new  rebeffion  in  Great-BritaiM, 
and  harbours  our  fugitive  rebels/ 

This  fpeecb  made  a  great  impreffion  upon  the  majority. 
However,  Mr.  Smith  thought  fit  to  anfwer  Mr.  Stanhope, 
and  faid,  <  He  had  already  declared  his  reafons  for  oppofrn); 
tbe  granting  this  fupply  in  fuch  an  extraordinary  man?ner; 
atid  fome  expreffions,  that  had  efcaped  a  gendeman  rn  the 
miniftry,'  inftead  of  making  him  alter  his  opinion,  rather 
confirmed  him  in  it.  That  he  did  not  pretend  to  be  tho- 
roughly acouaintcd  with  affairs  abroad  ;  but,  having  had  the 
honour  to  frt  fo  long  in  that  houfe,  where  fo  great  a  variety 
ofbuflnefs,  both  foreign  and  domeftic,  bad  often  been  de- 
bated 
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bated,  he  might  prefume  to  have  (bme  knowledge  of  thein«  Geo*  I» 
That,  however,  he  would  not  fay  any  thing  to  what  had  17^7* 
keen  advanced  by  the  honourable  member  who  ipoke  laft  5  ^— — - 
but,  if  an  eftimate  of  the  condu6l  of  the  miniftry,  in  relation 
to  affiiirs  abroad,  was  to  be  made  by  a  comparifon  of  their 
conduct  at  home,  he  was  fure  they  would  not  appear  aIto« 
gether  {6  faultlefi,  as  they  were  rcprefented.  Was  it  not  a 
mifiake  (added  he)  not  to  preferve  the  peace  at  home,  after  * 
the  king  was  come  to  the  throne,  with  theuniverial  a^plaulc 
and  joyful  acxJamadons  of  all  his  fubjeSs  ?  Was  it  not  a 
Viifake,  upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  rcbdiion,  not  to  iflbt 
a  piocUuiiacion,  to  ofier  paxdon  to  fiidi,  as  ftould  letuni 
koine  peaceable^  as  had  ever  been  pra6lifed  before  upon  fuch 
^ccalions  i  Was  it  not  a  miftake,  after  the  fuppieffion  of 
die  rebellion,  and  the  trial  and  execution  of*  the  principal 
authors  of  it,  to  keep  up  animofities,  and  drive  people  to 
defpair,  by  not  paffing  an  a£t  of  indemnity  and  mce,  by 
keqping  fo  many  peridns  under  hard  and  tedious  coiiSaemeRt^ 
and  by  granting  pardons  to  fome,  without  leaving  thtm  any 
flDeans  to  fubiifl  ?  Is  it  not  a  miflake  not  to  truft  to  a  vote  of 
f>^  ^ament  for  makif^gDod  fiich  engagements  as  his  majjcAy 
>. .  A\  think  proper  to  enttr  into  ;  and,  inAead  of  that,  to  in- 
kil  on  the  granting  of  this  fupply  in  fitch  an  extraordinary 
manner  ?  Is  it  not  a  miftake  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
cnreate  divifions,  and  render  ibme  of  the  king^s  beft  fnends 
fuipeded  and  obnoxious  ?  Is  it  not  a  miftake,  in  (hort,  to 
form  Parties  and  Cabals,  in  order  to  bring  in  a  <  bill  to  re* 
*  peal  the  a£lagainft  occafional  conformity  ?'  To  this  ipeedi 
Mr.  Stanhope  replied,  ^  That  he  had  the  honour  to  ferve  his 
majefty  fince  his  happy  aoceffion  to  the  throne,  but,  as  there 
were  other  peHbns-(fomeof  them  in,  and  others  out  of  place) 
who  had  a  greater  mare  than:hini(elf  in  the  adminiftration  of 
afiairs,  he  left  it  to  them  to  juftify  themfelves.  That,  how- 
ever, he  would  clear  a  principal  point,  by  aiTuring  the  aflem- 
blj,  that  he  had  feme  time  ago  the  king's  orders  to  draw  up 
an  A3  of  Indemnity  (b)»'  Mr, 


(b)  Mr.  Barrington  Shute  ad- 
fwered  Mr.  Smith  more  at  large, 
and  faidy' That  the  king  was 
indeed  come  to  die  throne  with 
the  joyful  acclamations  of  moll 
of  his  fubjedls ;  buc  that  the 
difaffedlion,  that  appeare4  ibon 
afier»  did  not  proceed  from  the 


ill  conduft  of  his  miniflers,  but 
iblcly  from  the  removal  of  fome 
perfons  in  great  employments. 
That,  neverthelefs,  in  the  chan- 
ges that  were  then  made,  his 
majelly  had  followed  the  rule^ 
of  prudence,  juftice,  and  grati- 
tude, fince  he  advanced  Uiofe, 

who 
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G«o.  !•  Mr.  William  Young,  fon  of  Sir  Vi^akcr  Young,  bid, 
Mjiy.  c  Xhat  fome  days  before  he  had  been  againft  the  motion  for 
-   .  granting 


who  in  the  worft  •£  times  had 
given  undoubted  proofs  of  their 
affedion  and  attadunent  to  his 
intereft,  in  the  room  of  thofe, 
who  had  been  preferred  in  the 
laftreign,  as  the  fitteft  inftra- 
ments  to  deftroy  the  Proteftant 
fncceffiooy  even  before  it  took 
Dlace^  and  who  had  fincelicen 
in  open  rebeliion^againft  his  ma- 
je(lv.  Thaty  as  tor  the  other 
mi/cakes  charged  upon  the  ad- 
minijftration,  they  might  be  re- 
duced to  thefe  two»  The  not 
pafling  the  A&.  of  Indemnity, 
and  the  defign  to  repeal  the  Oc- 
cafional  fiill.  Tha^  as  to  the 
firfty  there  were  varioos  opinions 
about  it ;  andy  confidering  the 
reiUefs  fpiritof  the  difcontented 
party»  it  was  hard  to  determine, 
whether  an  Indemnity  was  a 
proper  way  to  reduce  them, 
fince  it  was  notorious,  that  the 
repeated  inftances  of  clemency, 
which  his  majeily  had  given 
fince  his  aoceffion,  have  been  a- 
buied  and  defpifed.  That,  as 
to  the  repeal  of  the  aft  againft 
|he  Diflbnten,  nothing,  in  hit 
opinion,  was  either  more  juft  or 
reaibnable ;  and  he  couU  not 
but  wonder,  that  a  gendeman, 
who  had  been  turned  out  of  his 
emjployment  in  the  Uft  reign, 
and  rdlldred  fince  the  king's 
coming  to  the  crown,*  ihould 
account  it  a  miftake,  on  the 
other  hand,  to  make  his  ma- 
jefty*s  undoubted  friends  eafy.' 
Mr.  Smith,  after  an  explanation 
demanded  and  given,  about  his 
being  turned  out  of  place  and 
reftored,  replied  to  the laftpart 
of  Mr.  Shutc's  fpeech,  *  That 


he  ever  was  for  allowing  liberty 
ofconfcience  to  the  Diflenters* 
and  had  even  voted  againft  tlie 
Occafional  Bill:  But  that,  the 
fame  being  pafled  into  a  law,  it 
was  his  opinion,  that  it  could 
not  be  repealed  widiout  diA 
quiedng  the  whole  nadon.'  Tke 
deiign  mentionedin  thefefpeech- 
es,  of  repealing  the  Schifin 
and  Occafional  Conformity  ad^ 
took  its  rife  from  hence :  Mr. 
Hilleriden,  member  for  Bed* 
fordlhire,  and  Mr.  Tuckfield^ 
member  of  Afhburton,  happen- 
ing to  meet  at  a  tavern,  and 
complaining  to  each  other  of  the 
breach  of  court  promifes,  with 
regard!  to  the  Duffisnters,  cane 
to  a  refolution  each  of  them  to 
invite  three  members  to  meet  the 
next  night  at  the  iame  place. 
When  tnefe  met,  they  all  e^ter* 
ed  into  the  fame  way  of  think* 
ing ;  and,  when  they  parted* 
everyone  agreed  to  invite  their 
friends.  In  a  litde  time,  the 
number  increafed  to  above  twa 
hundred  members  of  the  honfe 
of  commons,  who,  on  the  a6th 
of  March,  had  a  meeting  at  the 
Rofe  Tavern;  near  Temple-Bar, 
in  order  to  coi^ult  together^ 
*  Whether  a  bill  for  repealing 
the  z6t  aeainft  Occafional  Con- 
formity mould  be  brought  in  f 
The  lord  Molefwordi,  Mr.  Jef- 
fop.  Sir  Richard  Steele,  and 
fome  others,  made  fpeeches,  to 
ihew  the  reafonablenefs  and  ju-^ 
fiice  of  eafing  the  DiiTenters  of 
thofe  hardihips,  which  had  been 
put  upon  them  in  the  laft  reigtt» 
chiefly  upon  account  of  their 
zeal  jUd  affedtion  for  the  Pro- 

tellan^ 
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|rantlng  a  Aipply  upon  the  king's  meflage,  becaufe  he  thought  Geo.  L 
n  unparliamentary;  and  it  was  then  his  opinion  to  addrefs  1717- 
the  king  to  enter  into  fuch  engagements,  as  his  majefty  ^^ 
Should  think  proper  5  and  that  the  commons  would  make 

food  the  fame.  But  that,  fmce  the  majority  of  the  houffif 
ad  determined  to  grant  a  fupply,  they  had  brought  them- 
fclvcs  into  this  dilemma,  either  to  grant  what  waS  aflced  as 
neceflary  for  the  fervicc,  or  to  tell  the  king,  that  fervice  muft 
remain  unperformed,  which  they,  in  a  manner,  determined 
to  be  neceflary,  by  granting  a  fupply.  This  fpecch  was  fup- 
ported  by  Sir  John  firownlow,  and  Mr.  Gould,  who  owned, 
•.  That  we  could  not  carry  on  our  trade  to  the  Baltic,  with- 
out bringing  the  king  of  Sweden  to  reafon  j  and  therefore  he 
was  for  granting  the  fupply.' 


teftant  fucceilion,  and  of  putting 
them  in  a  capacity  to  ferve  their 
king  and  country  ;  urging,  that 
they  had  reafon  to  believe,  that 
iucn  a  bill  would  be  very  ac- 
ceptable to  the  king.  The  ma- 
jority of  the  afiembly  inclined 
to  this  opinion :  But  Mr.  Tuf- 
ael,  who  had  cojufulted  aperfon 
in  a  high  poll,  and  foundt  that 
.tke  court  were  apprehenfive, 
ibch  a  bill  would  meet  with 
ftrong  oppofition  in  the  houfe  of 

geers»  made  a  fpeech,  wherein 
c  iaid.  That,  as  for  his  own 
part,  he  had  already  fo  often 
declared  againft  the  Occafional 
A^    that  he  hoped  no-body 
woiild  fofpea  him  of  entertain- 
ing any  doubt  concerning  its  re- 
peal.    For,  befides  thcreafon- 
ablenels  and  juftice  of  it,  they 
Ought,  out  of  ocatitude,  to  take 
off  a  mark  or  infamy,  which 
tkc  cmemies  of  the  Proteftant 
Incceffion    had   put   on*  them, 
who  appeared  moil  zealous  for 
it.     But  that,  in  his   opinion, 
the  quefUoh  now  before  them 
was  not,  whether  the  repeal  of 
-.^aft  WAt  rcafonable  aAd  juft, 

^  XIX, 


for  he  hoped,    the  whole  at 
fembly  were  fatisfied  as  to  that ; 
but  whether  the  bringing  of  it 
in  ought  not  to  be  pUt  off  till  4 
more  favourable  opportunity?* 
Several  members  were  of  a  con- 
trary opinion ;  but,  Mr.  Stan- 
hope having  declared  for  it,  the 
allembly  agreed  to  meet  aeain 
about  a  week  afteri.  and  debate 
on  the  affair.     At  the  meeting, 
the  Lord  Molefworth  was  chofcn 
chairman.       Several    fpeeches 
were  made  to  (hew  the  ncceffity 
as  well  as   reafonablenefs  and 
juftice  of  bringing  in  the  bill  fof 
a  repeal  at  tliis  jundlure ;.  and  a 
minifter  of  ftate  having  fent  an 
intimation,  that  moft  of  the  ob- 
(lades  that  might  have  obftruc- 
ted  its  paflaee  were  removed,  it. 
was  rcfolved  to  confider  further 
of  the  affair.    But  though  the 
debate  was  again  rcfumed,  and 
though  it  was  reported,  that  fix 
or   feven  biftiops,    being  made 
fenfible  of  the  hardihips  put  on 
the  DiflTenters  by  thefe  aa:s,  had 
promifed  not  to  oppofe  the  re- 
peal, yet  the  matter   took  not 
e^^  at  this  timca 


6 


Mr, 


98  THEHISTORY 

Geo.  1.       Mr.  Walpole,  tvho  dofed  the  debate,  faid,  •  That,  hav 

1717-    ing  already  fpokcn  of  the  fupply,  hewoidd  not  refufe  the 
,  '  ■  court  his  vote ;  and,  the  hm  being  named,  he  was  for  grant"- 

ing  it  (a).*    Upon  this,  moft  of  the  Tory  members,  who 
were  divided  among  themfelves  as  to  the  fum,  going  out  of 
the  houie,   it  was  carried,   ^  That  a  Aim  not   exceeding 
2^50^000!.  be  granted,  to  inabie  his  majefty  to  concert  fuch 
meafures  with  foreign  princes  and  ftates,  as  may  prevent  any 
charge  or  appretienGons  from  the  defigns  of  Sweden  for 
the  future/    Which  reiblution  was  amr wards  pafled   in 
fbrm. 
ebuiges  in      By  this  time  there  was  almoft  a  total  change  in  die  mini- 
Hicauniftiy.  ftry.    The  earl  of  Sunderland  was  appointed  fecretary  of 
flate,  as  was  alfo  Mr.  Jofeph  Adclifon  :   Mr.  Stanhope  was 
made  firft  comn^iffioner  of  the  treafury,  and  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer ;  Lord  Torrington,  Mr.  Wallop,  Mr.  Baillic 
bf  Jerwifwood,  and  Mr.  Micklethwaite,  were  the  other  com- 
miffioners  of  the  treafury ;  Sir  William  St.  Quintin,  Mu 
Methuen,  and  Mr.  Edgecombe,  bein£  removed/Mr.  Cragn 
was  declared  fecretary  at  war ;  Mr.  Charles  Staiibope,  q^iS^ 
jutor  to  Mr.  LoM^ndes,  fecretary  to  die  treafiiry ;  and  Mr» 
JbTeph  Micklethwaite,  fecretary  to  Mr.  Stanhope,  as  chan* 
eellor  and  tmder-treafurer  of  the  exchequer.    The  earl  df 
Orford  re(ia;ned  his  place  of  firft  commiifioner  of  the  admi- 
ralty, which  was  given  to  the  earl  of  Berkley.    The  reft  df 
the  commifioners  of  the  admiralty  were,  Mr.  Aylmer,  SV 
George  Byng,  Mr.'Cockburne,  and  Mr.  Chetwynd.    Thie 
duke  of  Bolton  was  appointed  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland*; 
and  his  place  of  lord  chamberlain  of  the  houfhold  was  be- 
flowed  on  the  duke  of  Newcaftle.    Thediike  oi  Devonflme 
'refigned  his  place  of  prefideot  of  the  council. 
Ailectfent      The   commons,    having    been    adjourned  daring  thefe 
CO  thcBaitic,  changes,  met  again  the  6th  of  May.    AH  the  expedition 
poi&ble  had  been  ufed  to  fit  out  a  fleet  for  the  Baltic,  con- 
fiftinj^  of  twenty-one  fhips  of  the  line,  befides  frigates  and 
fire- (nips.    This  fleet,  under  the  commandVof  Sir  George 
Byng,  arrived  at  Copenhagen  the  nth  of  April,  in  order  to 
fad  into  the  Baltic,  to  obfenre  the  motions  of  the  Swedes* 

(a)     Mr.    Walpole,     u^n  iKiped  it  would   not    &re  the 

bringing  in  a  bill  concerning  worfe  for  havingrtwo  fathers^ 

the  window-tax,  juA  after  the  and  that  his  fucceilbr  would  take 

refigning  his  places,  told  the  care  to  bring  it  to  peifedion.* 

houfe,  '  He  now  prefented  the  Pr.  H.  C 


hill  as  a  country  gentleman,  but 


An 
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An  exprefi  of  his  ani^  in  the  Sound  came  juft  before  the  Geo.  h 
meeting  of  the  parliament.    The  king  thought  proper  to  ac-    I7i7« 
quaint  me  parliament  with  the  news,  which,  as  it  was  un>  ■■  ■ 

expeded,  could  not  but  agre^biy  furprife  both  houfes.  Tq 
this  end  h<  came  to  the  houfe  of  lords,  and  delivered  to  the 
cbanceilor  die  following  (peech : 

^  My  haris  and  gentlemen, 

<*  T  T  is  with  great  fatis&aion^  that^  after  this  Ihort  fe^  Tiie  kin%U 
**  X  cefs,  I  can  acquaint  you  with  the  certain  advice  I  ^^  ^V^ 
*'  have  received,  that  my  fleet  is  hftlyk  arrived  in  the  Sound,  ^a^  l^ 
^  which,   by  the  bleffing  of  Almighty  God,  will  fecure  Pr.  H*  C* 
**  t])efe  kingdoms  iigainft  any  inymediate  danger  of  an^  inva» 

**'  I  have,  by  tfiis  means,  an  opportunity,  which  is  very 
^  acceptable  to  me,  of  making  a  confideraole  redudion  in 
^^  our  land-foocces,  hairing  eftabliflied  it  as  a  rule  with  my- 
*^  (elf,  to  confult  the  eafe  of  my  people  in  every  thing,  (o 
f^  &r  a;  is  popfiftent  with  their  fafety.  And,  for  my  owa 
*^  jpar^  as  I  fbatl  always  nlace  my  greatne(s  in  the  profperity 
*^  of  my  iiibjeAs,  fo  I  mall  always  def&re  that  my  power 
^  may  oe  founded  in  their  aiFe^tions. 

^*  H  is  upon  tbefe  confiderations  that  I  have  given 
^  oriieijB  fox  the  immediate  reducing  of  ten  thouiand 
««  men.  ^  ^ 

^  That  nodiing  may  be  wanting  in  me  to  quiet  the 
^  minds  of  all  my  fubjeds,  I  have  Kkewife  given  diredioas 
**  CD  prepare  an  a&  of  grace  ^  and,  however  it  may  be  re-^ 
**  jceiljped'  by  thofe,  who  are  obftinately  bent  on  the  ruin  of 
^  their  country,  1  promife  myfelf,  that  it  will  raife  a  due 
**  fenfe  of  gratitude  in  all  fuch,  as  have  been  artfully  miiled 
^  into  treafonable  pra£tices  againft  my  perfon  and  govern* 
**  ment,  and  preferve  them  nom  (landing  in  need  of  the 
^  like  mercy  nv  the  future,  when  fuch  an  infiance  of  cle** 
^  mency  may  not  be  fo  expedient  for  the  public  ^vel- 
^  fare,  as  it  would  be  agreeable  to  my  own  indina-^ 
•*  lions, 

^  Qentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  comfnons, 

■ 

.**  I  thank  you  for  your  readinefs  to  fupport  me  in  the 
^  prefent  juncture  of  affairs,  and  for  the  fupplies>  which 
^  you  have  given  me;    and  do  promife  you,    that  they 

Q  a    ^  *»fliaa 
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Geo.  T.  '^  fliall  be  employed  for  the  ufes,  to  which  you  defigaed 
1717.    "  them. 

■     ■  «^  I  fhall  order  fuch  faithful  accounts  to  be  laid  before  you 

^'  the  next  feffion,  as  will  make  it  appear,  there  was  no  other 
«<  view  in  afking  any  particular  fupply,  than  to  prevent  a 
<<  much  greater  expence,  which  the  nation  muft  have  un* 
*^  avoidably  incurred  without  it. 

<<  I  muft  recommend  to  you,  as  I  did  at  the  begtn-^ 
«<  ning  of  the  fefHon,  to  take  all  proper  methods  for  reduce- 
<<  ing  the  public  debts,  with  a  juft  regard  to  parliamentary 
*'  credit. 


cc 


My  lords  and  gentlemen. 


cc 


*<  The  year  being  fo  far  advanced,  I  hope  you  will  gp 
through  the  public  budnels  with  all  poi&ble  oifpatch  and 
^<  unanimity ;  it  being  my  intention  to  meet  you  early  the 
*<  next  winter,  that  the  fitting  of  parliament  may  be  brougM; 
*<  into  the  more  ufual  and  convenient  feafon." 

A^**k^frL^     The  lords  immediately  voted  an  addrefs  of  thanks,  whicb 

itbkwIiS!*^  prefented  the  next  day.    The  like  addrefs  being  moved 

"^for  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  reported,  Mr.ohippen 

propofed  an  amendment.    Inftead  of,   <  The  reducing  fudi  a 

^  body  of  land-forces  is  the  moft  acceptable  pledge  you 

•  could  give  your  people  of  your  tendernefs  for  them,   he 
propofed  to  fay,   <  That  nothing  could  more  endear  his  ma* 

*  jefty  to  all  his  fubjeds,  than  the  reducing  the  land-forces 
'  to  the  old  eftablifhment  of  guards  and  garrifons,  fuch  as 

'  <  his  majefty  found  it  at  his  acceffion  to  the  crown/  To 
fupport  this  motion,  he  reprefented  the  danger  of  a  ftandiiu; 
army,  urging,  that  in  Cromwell's  time,  a  force,  muchleU 
than  what  will  remain  in  Great  Britain,  had,  after  the  in- 
tended redudion,  overturned  the  monarchy,  aboliflied  Epif- 
copacy,  put  down  the  houfe  of  peers,  and  drove  the  com- 
mons from  their  feats.  He  was  feconded  by  Mr.  Bromley^ 
and  fupported  by  Mr.  Heme  and  general  Rofs ;   but  they 

■  were  anfwcred  by  Mr.  Stanhope,  who  faid,  *  That  the 
member,  who  fpoke  firft,  could  not  pitch  upon  a  properer 
juncture  to  move  for  the  diibanding  of  the  army,  efpecially 
if  the  "news  was  true,  that  the  pretender  defigncd  to  come 
incognito  to  Paris,  to  confer  with  a  certain  prince;'  meaning 
the  czar  of  Mufcovy,  who  was  now  arrived  at  Paris.  To 
this  purpofe  it  may  be  obferved,  that  the  very  day  before, 
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Ibberville  received  advice  from  France,  that  the  pretender    Geo.  I* 
Mras  arrived  at  Bafil,  in  Swiilerland,  and  had  a  few  days  aftei"    1717* 
been  feen  at  Old  Briiac  ;  upon  notice  whereof,  the  regent  of       '■      * 
France  had  fent  orders  to  all  the  governors  of  the  frontier 
towns^  not  to  fuiFer  him  to  enter  the  kingdom  of  France; 
But  it  was  fbon  aJFter  known,  that  the  pretender  had  not 
ftirred  firom  Italy.    However,  Mr*  Stanhope,  to  the  great 
Turprize  of  the  oppofite  fide,  was  fupported  by  Mr.  Walpole,      « 
and  alfe  by  Mr.  Pulteney,  who  declared,  <  That,  before  the 
difcovery  of  the  late  Swedifh  confpiracy,  while  he  had  the 
honour  to  ferve  as  fecretary  at  war,  he  had  received  fuch 
diredions,  as  (hewed  his  majedy's  intentions,  at  thattime» 
to  reduce  'ftill  a  greater  number  of  forces  than  at  prefent : 
And  therefore  he  did  not  doubt  but  his  majefty  would  do  it, 
as  ibon  as  the  bfety  of  his  kingdoms  would  admit  of  it.*    Ad- 
ding, <  That,  in  his  opinion,  the  nation  had  no  reafon  to 
fear  any  thing  from  an  army,  who,  for  near  thirty  years  paft, 
had  given  (ignal  proofs  of  their  firm  adherence  to  the  Pro- 
teilant  Intereft,  and  of  their  zeal  to  maintain  the  liberties  of 
their  country ;  and^  if  there  was  any  danger  at  prefent,  it 
was  only-  from  foreign  counfels.*    The  question  being  put 
upon  Mr.  Shippen's  amendment,  it  was  rejefied  by  a  majo- 
rity of  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  agamft  eighty-three ; 
and  the  commons,  with  their  fpeaker,  prefented  their  addreis 
to  the  king. 

In  order  to  pais  a  cenfure .  on.  lord  Cadogan,  Mr.  Pulteney  ^^nr  tr 
acquainted  the  comnx>ns,  that  he  was  apprehenfive  of  fome  oJltchforcct 
mifinanagements  and  embezzlement  of  public  monies  in  re- mScotUod. 
lation  to  the  fix  thoufand  Dutch  troops,  and"  the  fer\'ice  in  ^f*  H,  l\  « 
•North-Britain.    Upon  this  it  was  refulved  to  addreis  for  an 
account  of  the  money  given  for  the  pay  and  tranfportation  of 
thefe  forces;  and  of  tne  diftribution  of  the  extraordinaries  and 
contingencies  for  fervice  performed  in  Scotland  during  the  re- 
bellion.   But,  after  all  the  inquiry  into  the  affair,  by  Mr. 
Pulteney,  Mr.  Walpole,  and  others,  nothing  material  was 
found  agatnft  the  lord  Cadogan.     In  the  laft  day's  debate, 
'Mr.  Lechn>ere  urged,  *  That  the  inquiry  was  altogether 
frivolous  and  groundlefs :  That,  as  it  was  tne  refult  of  party 
pique  and  malice,  fo  it  had  no  other  view,  than   to  blacken 
and  afperie  a  peribn,  whofe  greateft  crime  was,  that  he  had 
real  bright  qualities,  that  eclipfed  the  tin/el  merit  of  others  : 
That  this  inquiry  was  of  the  fame  nature  with  thofe,  that 
had  formerly  been  fet  on  foot  againft  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough)  the*  lord  Townihend,  and  an  honourable  member  of 
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Gea  L  tint  houfe ;  and  he  hoped  would  have  the  (ame  end :  That  k 
17^7*    Jooked  very  ftrange,  that  the  perlbns,  who  now  a{^;)eared  the 
-   -    ^     "  hotteft  in  this  inquiiy,  ihould  have  been'  filent  about  thefe 
pretended  frauds,  while  they  were  m  place.    But  that  itwa» 
iftilJ  more  furpriaung  to  bear  them  exclaim,  with  fo  mudi 
rancour  and  bitternefs,  againft  a  noble  lord,   of  whom  i3ii0f 
bad  been  heard  to  fay,  that  the  ibeedy  fupprefling  of  the  t^ 
bell  ion  in  Scotland  was,  under  God,  owing  to  his  adivity 
and  indefadgablenefs  |  and  that,  if  another  general  had  hsd 
the  management  of  that  aiFair,  he  would  have  made  k.  a 
ten  years  war/    After   both   parties  had  maintained   the 
debate  feveral  hours,  Mr«  Stanhope  moved,   <  That  the 
chainnan  leave  the  chair.'    Which  was  carri^  in  the  affir- 
mative by  two  hundred  and  four  voices  ag^unft  one  hundred 
and  ninety-four.    This  was  looked  upon  as  a  great  viStofj 
qn  the  court-fide ;   for,   had    the  Tories  and  their  New 
Allies,  as  Mr.  Shippen  called  them,   gained  their  point. 
It  was  apprehended^  that  they  defigned,  not  only  to  have 
paffed  a  cenfure  on  lord  Cadogan,  but  alio  to  have  carried 
die  inquiry  further,  that  they    might   have   an   opportiH 
nity  of  returning  thanks  to  die  diuce  of  Argyle,  his  rival 
in  the  bufinefs  of  Scodand,    Moll  of  die  ^ots  members 
voted  for  lord  Cadogan;    but,    thoudi    Mr.  Hungerford 
fpoke  in  his  &vour,  vet  he  voted  widi  his  enemies  $  and 
the  lord  Finch  and  oir  Thomas  Hanmer  were  ablent  from 
the  houfe  that  day. 
Mcafiirei        The  principal  bufinefs  of  this  feifion  was,  the  redudioii 
for  reducing  of  the  national  debts,  which  the  king  had  earneftly  recom- 
^^ubUc    jnended  to  the  commons  in  his  fpeeches  firom  the  throne. 
The  nadonal  debt,  by  means  of  long  and  expenfive  wan^ 
carried  on  in  fupport  of  the  revolution,  ind  ponfequendy  in 
defence  of  the  religion,  laws,  and  liberties  of  Great-Sritaii^ 
was  become  very  large  and  heavy.    And  therefore  the  cir» 
cumftances  of  dme,  high  credit,  and  low  price  of  moneys 
prompted  thofe,  whole  province  it  was,  to  confider  of  proper 
means  to  make  ufe  of  that  favourable  opportunity,  that  die 
public  might  Ihare  in  the  common  advantage  of  the  dDuri& 
ing  ffate  of  public  credit.    For  it  was  thought  juil  and  re»» 
fonable,  that  the  public  fhoiild  have  the  lame  libertj^  evenf  . 
private  man  has,  to  pay  otf'his  debts  when  he  is  able  s  or  to 
reduce  the  high  intereft,  which  neceffity  had  fubje£bd  him 
to,  as  foon  as  he  could  borrovv  the  money  dfewhere  at  mors 
ealy  rates  $  unlefs  his  creditors  woidd  confent  to  accept  of  the 
comn^oo  rate  of  intereft  upoa  eood  ftoirity,    lliis  method 
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of  rededtftibn,  among  the  many  fchemes  that  w«^  propofed  Qeo.  h 
for  redudioa  of  the  public  debte^  wa9  cboT^n  by  thofe  who  1717* 
had  the  ntnageilKtit  of  the  ajFair. 

The  national  debt  was  conlid^red  itnder  two  heads.  Re* 
deemabk  and  Irredeemable  Debta.  The  Redeemable,  or 
iiicb  debts  as  had  been  provided  fo^r  by  parliantent  with  a  re- 
deemable intereft  of  ib  much  per  cent,  die  public  had  a  rig^t 
and  power  to  pay  off  whenever  they  were  able,  either  by 
providiM  money  for  fuch  proprietors  as  infificd  upon  money, 
or  by  ottering  new  terms,  in  difcharge  of  all  former  condi- 
tions, which  offer,  if  accepted  by  the  proprietors,  was  to  be 
deemed  an  adual  redemption  of  the  firft  debt,  as  if  it  had 
bten  paid  ofF  in  ready  money. 

As  for  the  Irredeemable  debts,  or  the  Hiong  and  Short  An* 
Auities,  (lb  called  from  the  greater  or  leflfer  number  of  years 
th^  were  granted  for)  nothing  could  be  done  without  the 
abiolute  confent  of  the  proprietors*  The  only  method  there* 
fere  to  treat  with  them,  was  to  offer  them  fuch  conditions  as 
tbev  fhoidd  think  it  their  intereft  to  accept. 

IJpon  thefe  principles  (as  will  prefently  be  feen)  were 
founded  the  refolutions  taken  by  the  commons  with  relation 
to  the  public  debts. 

Afr.  Walpole,  who  Was  then  at  the  head  of  the  treafury, 
and  chief  prcje^or  of  the  foheme,  gave  the  firft  hint  of  it 
by  a  motion  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  which  was  agreed  to, 
^  That  whoever  (hall  advance  or  lend  any  fum,  not  exceed- 
ing 600,000 1.  for  the  fervice  of  the  puolic  by  Tea  or  land, 
fhall  be  repaid  the  fame  with  intereft  at  4 1.  per  cent,  out  of 
the  firft  aid  to  be  granted  this  feiSon  of  parliament.'  The 
putting  the  intereft  of  this  intended  loan  fo  low  as  four  per 
cept*  gave  reaibn  to  furmife,  that  thofe,  who  had  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  treafury,  defigned  to  put  on  the  fame  foot 
the  interefls  of  all  public  funds :  Whereupon  Mr.  Lechmere 
/  made  a  long  fpeech,  obferving,  '  That  feveral  fchemes  sind 
propofids  for  reducing  the  national  debts  had  been  printed 
and  difperfbd  ;  which  gave  the  pedbns,  concerned  in  the  pub- 
lic fecurities,  the  greater  uneafinefs,  becauie  there  was  reafon 
to  appreh^d,  thofe  (chemes  came  abroad  with  the  privity  and 
eountenance  of  men  in  great  places  :  That  the  general  alarm 
which  this  had  occafioned  among;  monied  merr,  might  vtry 
fenfifaly  afib£l  pi/blic  credit,  and  be,  at  this  juni^ure,  of  very 
iiangerous  conieqticnce.  To  prevent  which  he  thought  it 
neceftary,  and  therefore  moved,  that  the  houfe  would  come 
to  m  oetoltttion^  <  eflEe&ually  to  make  good  all  parliamentary 
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Geo.  I.  engagements.*  To  this  unexpeded  motion  Mr;  Walpolere- 
17 17.  plied,  *  Th^t  his  majefty  having,  with  great  tendernefs,  re* 
>  comm(;nded  to  them,  from  the  throne,  *  the  reducing,  by 
degrees,  the  debts  of  the  nation  ;*  and  the  commons  having, 
in  their  addrefs,  promifed  <  to  apply  themfelves,  with  all  pof- 
fible  diligence  and  attention,  to  that  great  and  neceflary  work, 
they  ought  to  exert  themfelves  to  make  good  that  promife, 
and  appoint  a  day  to  take  that  important  matter  into  confi- 
deration.  And  he  did  not  doubt  but  the  commons  would 
then  (hew  all  poffible  regard  to  juflice  and  publfc  faith.  He 
owned,  there  had  been  indeed  feveral  fchemes  publifhed  rda^ 
ting  to  the  reduction  of  the  national  debts  ;  but  that  the 
fame  were  made  by  private  perfons ;  and  he  durft  aflure  the 
faoufe,  without  the  participation  of  any  of  hi^  majefly's  mi- 
nifters ;  and  therefore  not  to  be  regarded  ;  but  that,  in  a 
(hort  time,  fuch  propofals  wpuld  be  laid  before  the  houfe, 
as  he  hoped,  would  give  them  fatisfiidion,  and  meet  with 
their  approbation.'  He  therefore  moved,  that  Mr.  Lech^ 
mere's  motion  might  be  thus  altered,  *  That  this  houfe  will 
efiedually  make  good  the  deficiencies  of  all  parliamentary 
engagements  i*  which,  after  a  fhort  debate,  was  approvedf, 
and  a  day  was  appointed  to  confider  of  the  national  debt. 

By  this  time  the  furmife,  that  force  would  be  ufed  in  the 
redudion  of  the  public  debrs,  had  heightened  the  uneafineft 
of  monied  men  and  ftock -jobbers,  in  fome,  to  a  degree  of 
extravagance  and  madnefs ;  in  others,  of  fullen  difcontent, 
fo  that  many  did  not  fcruple  to  inveigh  againft  the  prefent 
adminidration,  as  if  the  public  debts  were  to  be  fponged  of^ 
and  all  feemed  combined  to  diftrefs  the  government,    by  not 

'  advancing  any  money  towards  its  fupport ;  by  which  means, 

in  three  days,  not  above  45,000  K  was  fubfcribed  to  the  loan 
of  600,000  ].  in  the  land-tax.  This  difappointment,  at  fo 
critical  and  dangerous  a  jun£hjre,  furnifhed  Mr,  Lechmere 
With  matter  for  another  fpeech  on  the  8th  of  March,  when, 
the  commons  being  in  a  grand  committee  on  the  fuppiy,  he 
told  them,  *  He  was  forry  he  was  obliged  to  take  notice, 
that  their  late  vote  for  a  loan,  at  four  per  cent,  intereft,  was 
like  to  prove  incfFeSual ;  and,  as  the  prefent  exigency  re- 
quired a  fpcedy  fuppiy,  fo  he  thought  it  neceflary,  and  there- 
fore moved,  tnat  a  day  be  appointed  to  confider  further  of 
that  matrcr.'  Mr.  Robert  Walpole  declared,  « That  he  fe- 
condcd  this  motion,  there  being  the  greater  neceffity  for  it, 
becaure  he  was  informed,  that  fome  Itock-jobbers,  in  order 
Cp  deter  the  parliament  from  purfuing  the  defign  of  reducing 
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fhe  public  debts,  had  formed  a  combination  to  diftrefs  ihejgo-  Geo.  L 
Vcrnmcnt,  and  ruin  public  credit,  which  was  the  occajion,    ^T^^• 
that  the  late  vote  for  borrowing  600,000 1,  at  four  per  ccnt» 
had  not  the  defired  effed.'    To  this  Mr.  Lechmere  anfwered, 
*  That  as  none  but  the  moft  wicked  of.  men  could  enter  into 
Aich  a  combination  againft  the  good  of  dieir  country ;  fo  the 
Jionourable  member,  who  fpoke  laft,  would  do  well  to  name 
them,  that  the  honeft  might  fhew  the  utmoft  refentment  and 
indignation  againft  them.     But  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  ill 
fucccfs  of  the  loan  was  rather  occafioned  bv  fome  reflexions 
on  the  monied  men  and  ftock-iohbers,  and  by  certain  maxims 
lately  advanced.  That  die  parliament  may  exert  its  authority 
to  extricate  themfelves,  by  reducing  the  national  debts ;  That 
fucb  maxims  could  not  out  alarm  any  perfons  concerned  in 
the  public  Securities ;  and  the  more,  when  they  fa w,  that  a 
flur  had  been  put  upon  the  motion  made  three  days  before^ 
^  ,That  all  parliamentary  engagements  fhould  eiFedually  be 
made  good.*    That  he  ftill  thought  fuch  a  vote  abfolutely  ne- 
ceflary,  both  to  remove  people's  fears  and  jealoufies,  and  to 
vindicate  the  honour  and  juftice  of  the  nation  :    That  the 
fame  was  intirely  agreeable  to  his  majefty's  fentiments,  who, 
in  his  firft  ipeech  to  this  parliament,  had  been  pleafed  to  re- 
commend to  the  Commons,  in  a  particular  manner,   *  the 
ifa-id  obfervance  of  all   parliamentary  engagements*,    than 
which  nothing  could  more  contribute  to  the  fupport  of  the 
credit  of  the  nation :'  With  which  opinion  of  his  majefty  the 
03mmons  did  intirely  concur ;  and  that  he  could  not  believe 
any  of  his  majefty's  minifters  could  be  fo  regardleis  of  his  ho- 
nour, and  known  equity,  or  {^ut  fo  hard  a  thing  upon  him,  33 
to  make  him,  in  the  leaft,  contradid  what  he  had,  in  fo  (b- 
lemn  a  manner,  declared  from  the  throne.     <  He  added. 
That,  the  commons  having  already  appointed  a  day,  to  con- 
fider  the  ftate  of  the  nation  with  relation  to  the  public  debts, 
he  would  not  anticipate  that  important  affair :    But  he  could 
not  forbear  declaring,  on  this  occaiion,  his  private  opinion, 
that  it  would  be  the  greateft  ingratitude,  as  well  as  injuftice. 
In  the  Icaft  to  wrong  thofe  perfons,  who  had  fupported  the 
government  in  the  moft  preiSng  exigencies,  and  moft  perilous 
jundures,  and  who,  on  all  occafions,  had  (hewn  their  zeal 
and  afFe£tion  for  the  Proteftant  fucceiEon.     That  he  had  no- 
thing to  fay  as  to  fuch  public  fecurities,  as  were  redeemable 
by  parliament ;:  but,  as  to  annuities  granted  for  terms  of 
years,  he  would  be  pofitive,  that  they  could  not  be  meddled 
With)  without  breaking  in  upon  parliamentary  engagements, 

and 
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C^.  L  and  TMzlinz  the  public  faith ;  fince  thofc  annuities  were  not 
tyiy.  to  be  lookcaupott  aa  debts,  but  as  a  fale  of  annual  rents  for 


Gomlderation, 


fiad  pcopOied  and  made  the  terms  and  conditions,  and  the 
ientees  became  purchafcrs  upon  the  parliamentary  faith  and 
iecurity.    And  that,  befides  the  injuftice  of  breaking  throurii 
a  national  contrad,  thofe  annuities  could  not  t^  touchol 
without  occafioning  great  confufion  and  difpute  in  private  fa- 
milies, by  rbalbn  that  moft  of  thefe  annuities  had  been  fettled 
for  portions,  jointures,  and  the  like.'    Upon  this  Mr.  Wal- 
pole  declared,  there  never  had  been  a  defign  to  ufe  any  com- 
pidfion  with  relation  to  the  annuities :    Tnat,  indeed,  an  al- 
|erttive  might  be  oSkrcd  to  the  proprietors  of  the  fame ;  but 
It  (hould  be  in  their  choice,  either  to  accept  or  refufe  iu 
And,  as  for  fuch  funds  as  were  redeemable,  nodiing  would 
be  propofcd,  that  fbould  not  intircly  confift  with  jufficc  and 
public  faith  (b). 
State  of  the     Three  days  after,  the  commons  ordered  to  be  laid  before 
pttbUc  debts,  the  houfe,  an  account  of  the  public  debts  at  the  exchequer, 
difiinguiihing  what  the  funds  were,  when  granted ;   what 
term  remained;^ how  much  the  original  money  was;  how 
much  had  been  paid  ofi^  and  how  much  unpaid ;   and  what 
the  annual  intereft  was,  that  was  payable  for  the  fums  ad- 
vanced.    This  was  done  accordingly  in  manner  follow- 

(b)  iTie  commons   havings  per  cent,    the  whole  loan  of 

ordered,  that  the  fums  advan-  600,000 1,  was  immediately  fil- 

ced  fbr  the  fendce  of  the  pub-  led  up. 
fie  ihould  be  repaid  with  5 1. 


LOTTERIES. 


THE    HISTORY 


LOTTERIES. 


10 1.  LoTTSRYy  Michadmas,  anno  1710,  by  way  of  annuity. 

Aft  of  the  8th  of  qnecn  Anne,  9I.  percent. 

Charges  a  duty  of  3  s.  per  chaldron  on  coals,  and  an  additional  I 
duty  on  windows,  for  the  term  of  32  years.  ) 

10 1.  LoTTBar,  Michaelmas,  anno  1711. 

Aft  of  the  9  th  of  queen  Anne,  61.  per  cent,  and  the  principal  to 

be  repaid. 

Charges  a  fnbfidy  of  tonnage  and  poundage  upon  exported! 
fioods  fiom  the  8th  of  March,  1710,  a  duty  of  2s.  a  chal- 1 
dron  on  coals  from  the  8th  of  March,  17 10,  an  additional  1 
duty  of  a  halfpenny  a  pound  on  tallow  candles,  and  4d.  | 
a  pound  on  wax  candles,  from  the  25th  of  March*  171 1»  I 
for  the  tend  of  32  years.  J 

Clafi  LoTTBar,  Michaelmas,  anno  1711. 

Another  aft  of  the  9th  of  queen  Anne,  61.  per  cent,  and  die  pria* 

cipial  to  be  repaid. 

Charges  700 1.  a  week  out  of  the  poft-office,  from  Michaelmas" 
1 7 1 1 ;  the  duty  on  leather,  &c.  1  d.  a  pound,  from  the  ZA,ik 
of  June  17 1 1 }  new  ftamp  duty  on  bills  of  lading,  almanacts, 
licences,  and  certificates,  from  the  firftof  Augufi  171 1 ;  duty 
of  5  s.  a  week  on  eight  hundred  hackney-coaches,  from  the 
24th  of  June  1711;  and  10  s.  per  ann.  on  two  hundred  hack- 
ney-chairs, from  the  24th  of  June  171 1 ;  and  a  duty  of  6d. 
a  pack  on  cards,  and  5  d.  a  pair  on  dice,  from  the  xith  of 
June  1711 :  All  for  the  term  of  32  years. 
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135006 


2602200 
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tviji  *if  storV 
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lol/ Lottery,  duifimas,  anno  1712 . 

Aft  of  the  totb  ^  qaetn  Anne,  61.  per  cent,  land  the  principal 

to  be  reijaia. 


yard  onadlko^,  and  ad.  a  jrardlon  lumen  and  ftafB  printed,  ) 
painted,  and  ^lined  in  Britain,  ^om  the  20(p  of  July  171a  ;  V 
fevetal  duties  <(p.  paper,  pafleboar^,  and  book^,  fiom  the  a4di  f 
of  June  1712  a  a  new  fbunp  duty  on  furrendta,  2  s.  3  d«  on  I 
every  transier  ff  flock  in  anv  company,  anci  die  fhimp-dnty  I 
on  news-papeit,  &c.  fromtne  1^  of  Augufl  1712  ;  all  for  I 
Ae  term  of  jap  years.  J 

Clafi  ILotteey,  Michaelmas,  annj^  1712. 

Aaother  afi  of  l^  loth  of  queen  Anne,  6 1.  jper  oent,  and  the 

prindpu  to  b|i  repaid.    ^ 

Charges  the  ad(f  tional  duty  of  a  ^alf-penny  f,  pound  on  lea-"^ 
ther,  from  the  ift  of  Auguft  1712 ;  i  s..  a  pound  on  ooAe,  I 
as.  apound  on  tea,  and  20L  percent,  ad  valorem  on  drugs,  I 
from  me  ift  of  Augufl  1712 ;  dpty  of  8d.  an  ounce  ongSt,  y 
wire,  and  dd.^an  ounce  on  filveo  wire  impoiped,  from  the  ift 
of  July  1712  j  and  a  duty  of  2p.  ^d,  upo^  policies  of  in- 
furance,  &c.  fll  for  the  term  of  32  years.    ; 

o^BaBiI^ft  LoT«^c^fhae|f|t%^no  1713^ 

By  letters  patenti  of  die  13th  of  October  I7K^»  and  by  an  aftof 
the  iim  of  queen  Anne,  4I.  per  cent,  tfe  principal  to  be 
repaid. 

Charges  the  civiMift  revenues  with  the  annual  ^ms  of  jjoool.  > 
for  die  term  of  32  years.  5 

LoTriav  a%  Mlchaflmas,  annolx7i4. 

ABl  of  the  i^di  of  queen  Anne,  and  ift  of  king  George. 

Blanks,  5  per  cent  ■       >  i       1 15736a 

Priaesy  4  per  oent.  i      ■  >  ■»  719040 

^  1876400 

fB|4  ^^  principal  to  be  repaid. 
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V  O  TT  E  R  I  E  s; 


diargesa  duty  of  td  a  pouxiJ  on  foreign'fbap,  and  ahialf-^' 
penny  a  pound  on  ibap  made  in  Great  Britain,  from  the  zd  { 
of  Augaft  1714.;  adcutional  daty  on  paper.  Sec.  from  the  I 
iame  ttme,  coals  exported  on  foreign  bottoms,  j  s.  a  chal-  ! 
AoAf  and  on  Britim  bottoms,  3  s.  a  chaldron,  and  the  de-  r 
fidency  to 'be  yearly  computed  at  Michaelmas,  and  to  be  I 
made  good  out^f  any  unappropriated  money,  for  the  term  I 
^32  years.     »  J 

Fdr  the  bank  upon  their  annuities. 
Ad  of  the  jtl^  and  6th  of  Eong  William  and  queen  Mary. 

I  • 

Charges  five  fevenlh  parts  of  the  fecond  additional  9  d.  per  bar-" 
fel  excife,  for  raifing  1 200000 1.  ^randng  to  all  perfons  liberty 
to  fubfcribe  an^  fum,  not  exceeding  2000 1.  in  one  name,  for 
which  an  annufy  of  1 00000 1.  fhallbe  paid,  and  the  fubfcri- 
bers  be  incorpotated  by  the  nam^  of  the  governor  and  com-  f 
pany  of  the  baifk  of  England,  ffom  the  iftof  Auguft  1694, 
lotne  iftof  Attguft  1^0$;  when,  upon  a  year's  notice,  and 
repayment  of  dU  capital,  the  corporation  to  ceafe. 

f 
And  by  an  ap  of  the  7th  of  queen  Anne,  6 1.  per  cent. 

I 
The  bank  lent  4D0000I.  more  without  any  additional  intereft 
(that  t^  to  &>l  they  redtt<^ed  the  intefefl  of  their  prfinitivt 
fiock  from  8 1.  f>  6 1.  per  cent,  which,  with  4000 1,  per  ann. ' 
for  management,  fills  up  the  original  1 00000 1.  annuity,  this 
400000 1»  and  ^he  1 200000 1.  to  be  repaid  before  the  corpo- 
sation  be  diflblted. 

I 
Ad  of  the  5^1  of  queen  Anne^  4I.  10  s«  per  cent. 

Charges  the  duty, upon  houfes  or  windows,  froni  the  firflof  Au-" 
gull  1^10,  forever,  forraifin^  1 500000 1.  by  iiTuing  Exche- 
quer bills  to  that  value ;  by  this  ad  the  bank  undertook  to  cir- 
culate thofe  bills,  upon  the  confideratton  of  4I.  los.  per  c^.  >> 
per  annum,  and  Exchequer  bills  to  be  ilTued  for  the  intereft, 
till  the  fund  commences.  The  bank  to  remain  a  corporation 
till  the  bills  be  redeemed. 
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And  by  another  a6l  of  the  7th  of  ^uetn  Anne,  6 1.  per  cent. 

It  was  enafied.  That  the  bank  fhould  pay  off  and  cancel  all  the 
exchequer  bills  before  extant,  which  ^MBOuated  to  lyf^otyU 
17  s.  io|d.  upon  allowin?  6 1.  per  cent.  intereUfbr  tnat  fam; 
to  which  purpofe,  an  annuity  was  eiUbliflied  of  106501 1.  1 7  s. 
6  d.  to  be  paid  to  the  bank  out  of  the  duty  aforefadd,  until 
die  principal  be  paid  oiF  upon  a  year's  notice. 

The  bank  for  exchequer  bills. 

Several  aQs  of  the  7th  and  1  ath  of  queen  Aane. 

Grant  467681 2 1.  10  s.  by  i£aing  efccheqner  bills 


A&.  of  the  I  ft  of  king  George,  7 1.  4  s.  o|d.  percent. 

The  fund  for  thef^  exchequer  bills  in  the  general  or  aggregate 
funds. 

Eolt-India  company. 

Two  a£ls  of  the  9th  of  king  William. 

Grant  additional  duties  on  (lamp  paper  and  parchment,  from  the 
I  ft  of  Auguft  1698  ;  and  a  duty  of  2  s.  4d.  per  buQiel  on 
fait,  from  1698  and  1699,  forever;  both  thefe  duties. are 
given  for  160000 1.  per  annum,  to  raife  by  fubfcriptions 
2000000 1.  at  81.  per  cent,  per  annum,  the  fubicrxbers  to 
have  the  fole  liberty  of  trading  to  the  Eall-Indies,  redeemable 
upon  payment  of  the  principal,  and  three  years  notice  after 
Michaelmas  1711. 

By  an  a£l  of  the  6th  of  queen  Anne,  ^  1.  per  cent. 

It  is  enabled.  That  the  Eafl-Jndia  company  (hall  pay  into  the< 
exchequer  1200000 1.  to  have  their  8  1.  per  cent,  granted 
them  in  the  9th  of  king  William,  reduced  to  c  1.  per  cent  { 
fer  annum,  and  to  have  the  trade  to  India  coutinued  to  them 
^folely  to  Lady-day  1 726 ;  this,  together  with  the  former  fuml 
advanced,  with  all  arrears  of  the  1 60000 1.  to  be  repaid  be- 
fore the  company  ihould  be  determined. 
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By  die  a&  of  the  lotb  of  queen  Airne. 

He  corporation  of  the  Eafl- India  company*  and  their  6>\t  trade 
jnade  perpetual,  but  the  fan4  may  be  redeemed  upon  three 
years  notKC*  adfter  the  25th  of  March  1733,  upon  repayment, 
Dy  parliament,  what  is  due  to  fuch  companies  as  ihall  be  theis 
intitled  thereunto. 

(      South- Sea  Company. 

Two  aSs  of  the  oth  and  loth  of  queen  Anne,  find  one  ziGt  of  the 

ift  of  king  George,  61-  per  cent. 

I 

teooool  perannnmis  charged  upon  feveral  duties,  impofi-1 
dons^  ice.  to  the  Sonth-iSea  company,  and  8000I:  per  an-  I  - 
sum  for  manag^ent,  for  paying  the  incereftx)f  locoooool.  I 
at  6  per  cent,  per  ann.  the  company  to  continue  for  ever,  but  > 
the  annual  fum  ^f  608000  i.  to  ceafe  upon  a  yeaPs  nodct  after  | 
the  25  th  of  D^cmbcr  1716,  repaying  what  ihall  then  be  f 
due  to  the  company.  J 

ANNUITIES.    . 

Annuities,    14  L  per  cent.  Jan.  25,  1692,  afterwards  turned 

into  a  certain' term  of  99  years*  « 

Years  purchafe.  A€i  of  the  4th  of  king  William  and  queen 
Mary,  and  of  the  7th,  9th,  loth,  nth,  of  king  William, 
and  ift  of  queen  Anne,  ii  years  and  a  half,  12  years,  11 
years,  and  15  years. 

Grants  9d.  per  barrel  excife  upon  beer,  ale,  and  other  liquors,  > 
for  the  term  of  99  years.  ^ 

S  V  R  V  I  V  o  R,S. 

- Aa  of  the  4th  of  king  William  and  queen  Mary,  7 1.  per  cent. 

The  (ame  fd^^is  charged^with  a  further.(am- on  the  benefit^of ' 
furvivorihip,  dll  the  naoit)ef  of  furvivors  be  reduced  to  feven, 
and  then  the  (hare  or  7Ch  part  of  each  of  them  as  they  die  to 
revert  to  the  crown. 


OF    ENGLAND. 


The  pxindpal 
noiie]r« 

how  much 

Whftt-ftmftiiit. 

AttMnlfiittt. 

• 

• 

J 

-     »             • 

>*                                                   -       ■ 

•                           •    • 

m 
• 

•  • 

I 

•            • 

* 

• 

m 

•                                           ' 

»         • 

• 

• 

•                                                •       • 

t 

1 

.           . 

'                » 

i 

'    •                              1 

*             « 

• 

f 

6080M 

■ 

• 
1          • 

•               ••    •    - 

•                            1 

• 

• 

• 

• 

•                     t 

V 

« 

f 

r 

• 
« 

• 

1 

•           . 

-     ■ 

• 

149T639  6  10 

• 

1491659  6  10 

124866 

« 

• 

ft 

♦ 

•• 

• 

*            .  *  • 

toSioo 

* 

I 08 100 

• 

7567 

M7 
Geo.r. 

1717. 


Hj 


A*NNU- 


ji?  T  H  5   H  I  5  T  O  I^jY 

17^'    — 


"     rANlTDTTIESf. 


*  ^AjNNpITIB«  QAtht  1 7du  excife. 

A£k  of  the  5th  of  king  WOliam  a|id  ooeeii  Wary,  and  of  the 
7th,  9tbt  iotl|9  nth  of  king  Wiluaaiy  and  ift  of  qneen 
Anne, 

Grants  two  fS^enth  partt  of  a  gd*.  per  barrel  excile  to  Aibferi- 
bers  for  ratfing  300000 1,  in  annpitiet,  from  die  aoth  of  Sep* 
tember  16949  4^  the  rate  of  14  per  cent,  on  one  life»  1 1  per 
cent,  on  two  li^t»  or  10  per  cent,  on  three  lives,  which  was 
thus  advanced  ft 

frindpal  money  Annual  intereft 

On  I  life  «  107847  13  9    t  '5098  13  6 

olives.  170917    2  3     T  20510    I  o 

3  lives:    »I235    4  o     1  2123  10  4 

4  . 

300000     O  O.     I  37731      4   ID 

Afterwards,  by  fqjbfeqnent  ads  the  full  term' 

of  96  years  i^  given  to  the  pnrehafos,! . 

and  acC^rdinglt  uie  reverfion  or  i  life  was  ft    61229    ft 

made  up  to  t|at  term,   for  wl|ich  there 

was  paid         *  ■  ■ »  ■ 

The  contributors  ^  the  2  and  3  liv^  did  not' 

parchafe  the  reinainder.    And  iq  the  year 

1 702  it  appearcil,  there  was  fidkfi  into  the* 

crown,   otthe>2  and  3  lives,  5651.  jper^    8475 

annum,    whid^  by  an  ad  then  patted, 

were  fold  for  15  years  purchai^,  whidi 

produced 


There  are  (b  man^  of  the  contribqtors  dead  y, 

of  the  2  and  3  pves,  which  abates  the  an-  I)        ^662    z    7 

nual  charge      ^     — -  — ^— .  j* 

So  the  pieient  aftinual  charge  for  I  ail  tfaeiel       m^to    «     - 

aonuitiesis      \  !■  y     3^^'^    *    ^ 
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ANNUITIES. 


4iiNyiTiB8  0ii  3700  L  per  week  ezdicy  Laid7*Day>  1704. 

Aft  of  the  2d  of  queen  Anne,  15  yetrs. 

Charges  the  3700  1.  a  week,  iffoinff  oat  of  the  Jieredittry  and  1 
temporary  cxdk,  for  the  term  of  99  years  1  $ 


Act  of  the  3d  of  queen  Anne,  15  years. 

Charges. the  fiune  3700 1.  a  week  expfe,  for  99  years. 

AA.of  tlie  12th  of  king  William*  6 1^  percent.   ' 

Charges  the  iame370o  I.  a  week  e^ccife,  with,  bankers  annoi- 1 
ties,  redeemab^  by  parliament.  On  payment  of  a  moiety  of  > 
the  iaid  principal,  which  is  — —    '■  ■     J 

'  I 

AK^ivjTias,  March  ac,  anno  i7p6« 

A&  of  the  4th  of  queen  Anne,  15  years  jmd  a  half. 

(Simts  one  third  additional  ciiftoms  of  tonnage  and  poundage 
and  the  ^ird  additional  9  d.  p9  barrel  exciie  upon  jb^rj 
ale,  Sg^.  for  99  years  -»^— - 

Annuities^  March '.  2^,  anno  1707. 

A  A  of  the  5th  of  queeii  Anne,  16  year/. 

Grants  duties  on  low  wines,  from  the  23d  of  June  1710,  for^ 
96  years ;  additional  duty  on  flafnp  paper  and  vdlnm,  from  | 
die  laft  of  July  1710,  for  q6  ytars  ;  duty  on  hawkcn  and  j 
pedlars,  from  die  23d  of  June,  1710,  for  96  years;  duty  on  I 
iwfets  for  99  years,  from  the  2^h  of  March  1707 ;  and  the  ( 
additional  culhims  of  tonnage  anp  poundage,  granted  in  the 
4th  of  the  queen,  for  98  years,  Continued  one  year  more  af- 
ter that  term  ;  the  overplus  of  tjie  annuity  fond,  granted  in 
the  4th  of  the  queen,  computed  ac  Lady<rDay  yearly,  or 
within  6  days  |ftcr,  for  99  ycar^ 


eer,  V 


I 
I 
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I 

40000 T/pdr  anum  Annviriis,  Marc&  25;  anno  1708. 
Aft  (^  the  6th  of  queen  Aiuie»  16  years. 

Charges  the  ove%>las  of  the  annoity  funds  befbre-mentioned,'] 

Sited  in  the  |th  and  cth  of  the  queen,  to  le  Qomputed  at  j 
f-^^yeaJ^;  %a  4fo  die  omeTplnriif^the  irft  od.  ed^-  i 
cife,  granted  fr^m  the  25th  of  January  1692^  after  tne  29th  [ 
of  September  1710,  to  be  computed  at  Midfummer  yearly  { 


for  99  yean.  .  .    .  •p^. 


cr    .-'^ 


Sooool.  per  annum  AMvuiTiiKSy  June  24^  anno  1708. 

I 
Another  tSt  of  the  6th  of  q|neen  Anne,  16  years* 

ChaK^one  t|mety»  or  half  part  of  the  eld  fiifaifidy  of  tonmig^Y' 
smd  poundage  itpon  wines,  goods,  and  merchandizes,  for  96  I 
years,  from  thd  31ft  of  July  1712;  the  inteiinediate  intereft  1 
was  fupplied  oii  of  the  purcha(e*money,  and  alfo,  by  an  aft  | 
of  the  10^  of  tUe  queen,  out  of  fiiveralapprojfriated  branches  I 
of  the  revenue  For  99  years.  — —  —         J 

AKNuiTiEstat  9I.-  percent.  March 25,  anno  1710. 

A&  of  tKe  8th  of  queen  Anne,  9I.  pdir  cent. 

Charges  3d.  a  barrel  on  beer,  ale^  and  other^  liquors;  iSd*" 
a  pound  on  pepper;  $s.  per  100 lb.  weight  on  raiiins;  a 
double^iuty  on{  nutmegs  and  other  ffi^ces ;  3  s.  a  pound  on 
fiinff,  mm  thej6th  of  February  1700;  and,  if  there 
deficiency,  to  pe  fupplied  out  ol  the  duty  oa  coals  and 
dow-tax,  for  3f  years.  — »-*         ■  ■  — — 

Bank  Annuities. 

Two  ads  4f  the  ift  of  king  George,  5 1*  per  ceat. 

Charges  die  genml  or  aggregate  fund,  after  the  intereft  and^ 
allowances,  to  {Exchequer  bilK  and  after  120000 1,  ftr  Usf 
majefty's  civil  government,  withi  thefe  anniaties  pay^le  at  > 
the  bank  of  £i£land  at  5 1.  per  cfot,  per  annoniy  rcaeemaUe  1 

by  parliament,  j      ■  ■  ■■    .i*  «»««  J 
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Exchequer,  March  14*  1716. 
JOS.  FOX, 

Refobdom  On  the  day  appointed  to  confider  of  tl^  national  debc^ 
»b6Dt  the  ^r.  Walpole,  having  in  his  hand  the  account  of  the  public 
debts'^  debts  at  the  Exchequer/  made  proper  remarks  on  them,  and 
Mar.' 23.  then  communicated  his  fcheme,  both  for  pairing  off,  or  re* 
Pr.Jf .  c.  ducing  the  intereft  of  redeemable  funds,  and  for  oflEering  an 
alternative  to  the  proprietors  of  annuities ;  which  was^^ne* 
rally  approved.  After  which,  the  commons  came  to  the  f(J« 
lowing  refolutions  :  <  I.  That  all  the  public^  funds  redeema* 
Ue  by  law,  that  do  now  exceed  5  !•  per  cent^  per  annunt,  be 
redeemed  according  to  their  refpedive  provisoes  or  daufes  of 
redemption,  contained  in  the  a^^  of  parliament  for  that  par- 
pofe,  or  (with  confent  of  the  prot>rietors)  be  converted  into 
an  intereft  or  annuity,  not  exceeding  5  L  per  cent,  per  annum, 
redeemable  by  parliament.  II.  That  his  ai6^eft|r  be  inabled 
to  borrow  or  any  perfon  or  peribns,  bodies  politic  or  oorpo* 
rate,  fucl^  fum  or  fums  of  money,  as  fhall  be  requifite  to  re- 
deem the  faid  redeemable  funds,  at  any.  rate  not  exceeding 
5 1.  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  to  fecure  the  fame  upon  the 
funds  (b  to  be  redeemed.  III.  That  the  annuity  of  of  106,501 1. 
13  s-  5  d.  per  annum,  payable  to  the  governor  and  company 
of  the  bank,  out  of  the  houfe-money,  by  virtue  of  ieveral 
ads  of  parliament  in  that  behali^  for  the  principal  fum  of 
1,775,0271.  17s.  lod.  I  by  them  advanced,  be  redeemed, 
or  (by  confent  qff  the  faid  governor  and  company)  converted 
into  an  in|eFeft  or  annuity,  not  to  exceed  5).  per  pent,  per 
annum,  redeemable  by  parliament.  ^IST*  That  (6  much  of 
the  fund,  commonly  called  the  Aggregate  Fund,  fettled  by 
an  aiSt  of  parliament,  in  the  firft  ye^ur  of  the  reisn  of  his  prefect . 
majefty,  as  is  ipplicable  to  the  intereft,  circulatiopj  jex- 
dhanglng  or  caticeQir^  ^,  prefent  ^chequer  bxl^s,  be  allb^ 
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higb-trrafiirer,  or  die  commiffioners  of  the  titafiiry  ibr  the 
time  being,  to  treat  and  agree  with  anyperfonor  perfons, 
bodies  politic  or  corporate^  far  circulating  fuch  a  number  of 
EiDchequer  billS)  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  4 1.  10  $•  per  cent. 
Mr  annum  for  interefty  exchanging,  and  circulation^  as  may 
be  charged  and  fecur^  upon  that  part  of  the  faid  aggregate 
liind  to  be  fo  redeemed.  VI.  That  die  annuities  of  600,000  K 
and  Sooo  I.  per  aimum,  payable  to  the  governor  and  oom* 
pany  of  merchants  of  Gieat  Britain  trading  to  the  South  Seay 
be  alib  redeemed. '  VII.  That  the  annuities  payable  by  an 
aA  of  parliament  of  the  twelfth  year  of  the  reign  of  king  Wil'* 
liam  (of  glorious  memory)  tocertain  patentees  therein  nam- 
ed, their  heirs  and  affigns,  out  of  the  weekly  fum  of  3700 1. 
charged  on  the  excife,  be  alio  redeemed.     V  III.  That  the 
Jeveral  terms  of  years  remaining  in  the  duties  approfMriated 
by  the  two  lottery  a£b,  made  and  pafled  in  the  ninth  year  of 
die  reign  of  her  late  majefly  queen  Anne  (of  blefled  memoiy) 
and  by  die  two  lottery  a£b,  made  and  paned  in  the  loth  year 
of  her  iaid  late  majefly  s  reign,  be  made  perpetual.    IX.  That 
the  fiud  duties,  comprehended  in  the  faid  four  lottery  afls, 
be  made  one  general  fund  for  the  future.    X.  That  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  orders,  grounded  on  the  faid  lottery  ads,  do, 
witbin  a  limited  time,  make  their  deflions,  either  to  accept 
aimuides  after  the  rate  of  5 1.  per  cent,  per  annum,  redeem- 
able by  pariiament,  out  of  fuch  general  iund,  ,or  be  paid  ia 
much  as  remains  due  to  diem  on  their  orders  refpedively, 
XI.  That,  in  all  cafes  where  the  pioprietars  fliall  chufe  top 
have  dieir  principal,  the  5  L'  pa*  cent,    per   annum  >  fawed 
diereby,  be  made^anotfaer  fund,  towards  .aniwtring  fuch  fums 
of  money,  as  ihaU  be  advanoKi  (towards  diidiarging  the  faid 
'        '    by  loans,  orodier  fenirides,.asiball  be  thought 
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Geo.  !•)  proper*  XII.  That  his  m^efty  be  intbled  to  give  power  for 
17 17.  receiviog  voluntas  fubfcriptions  from  maj  perloa  or  perfims^ 
jndtled  to  any  of  the  annuities  ilTiingoaiaGf  the  public  fiind^y 
Jor  the reuduc  oi| tnc  lelpeclivc  teiiiiS'or'^^f  9^''^9'  ^3^ 
years,  formerly  |>urdiafed  thereiii,  (not  being  fubje^  to  rc- 
densptiph)  who  fhall  be  willing  to  accept, 'in  lieu  tfamoif^y 
per^tiial'  annuidts^  redeem^le  by  parliament,  to  albw  for 
remaining  terms  In  the  fdd  annuities,  which!  were  purchaled 
for  99,  96,  or  $9  years,  (at  the  dedion  of  the  rdpe^v« 
fublcr»be^)  eithel  fo  much  as  the  &me  annuities  ftall  amouttl 
to  at  19  yean  pnccfaaie,-  to  be  made  good  by  new  annuitiM 
of  4 1*  .per  cent,  pa  annum,  redeemable  by  pariiament,  oT'iy 
yesRis  and'a'haif  porchafe,  to  be  made  guuu  by  new  aimuities 
of  5  h  per  cent,  per  annum,  to  be  redeemable  in  like  man* 
Mr  ;  and  to  allow'ibr  >tbe  remaining  terdis  in  the  £ud  an^ud* 
ties,  which  were  purchafed  for  32  years  (at  ike  elediioo  of 
the  fefpedive  fubfcnbers)  either  fo  muoh  as  |he  fame  anauitica 
ihalli  amount  to  at  14  years  and  a  halfs  purchafe,  to  be  made 
good  j^y  new  anaiddes  of  4 1.  per  cent,  p^  ann«  redeemable  by 
parliament,  or  13  yearsaiul  a  halfs  purchafe,  to  be  made  good 
by  aiVHiitfes  of  5  K  per  cent,  per  ann.  redeemable ip  Uke^man* 
mr  $  and  that  the  fiiid  annuities  fliall  be  fettled  ^od  feeored 
accordingly.  *  XUI.  That  all  favtngs,  that  (hall  arife  upon 
any  of  the  prefent  funds,  by  the  propofed  redeoqydons  or  re« 
dufdons,  be  refervcd  and  applied,  after  all  deficiencies,  that 
may  happen  upon  any  of  the  (aid  funds,  are  made  good,  to* 
wards  dirchar|ing  and  reducing  the  debts  of  the  nadoiial 
debt.  XIV.  Thafall  the  faid  dudes  now  in  beings  or  to  be 
continued,  fliall  ioimediately  ceafe  at^  dotermine,  aft^  the 
Aid.  national  debt,  and  all  inlereft,  due  thereupon,  is  dif« 
diai^  and  paid  off.'  Thefe  refdifdons  bciiig  ap^xMd  of 
in  form,  bills  were  ordered  to  be  brought  in  Upon  theoif 

'fieforethefe  bills  were  prefented,  there  happened  a  change 
in  the  adminiftration,  which  pccafioned  the  pew  officers  of 
the  revenue  to  think  fome  alteradona  in  the.  meafures  likewifc? 
peceilary :  But,  bowe^er^  they  were  forced  to  build  upon 
Mr.  Walpole*s  foundation,  who  had  ;naw  refigned  his  pofty 
and  who,  belicvii^  thefe  variadons  detrimental  to  diepli^U^ 
made  fome  oppofition  to  them. 

.  As  the  foundation  of  the  fcbemc  for  reducing  the  national 
debts  wa3  built  upon  psuiogoffor  ^s£|ringthe  public  crcdi- 
tora,  numy  conferences  had  been  held  with  the  money-'Coi^KH 
radons,  in  order  to  provide  money  for  fuch  as  (bould  be  wil-* 
ling  to  receive  their  principal  aod..intereft  in  ready  money* 
Foe  this  pwpofe,  the  bank  agreed  lft/«cnifti  two  QMllima  and 
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ftlutf,  tnd  die  Soitth-Seft  two  miniom,  er  asniudi  as  Aould  Geo.  L 
beoAedlbr,  andt  forihcmonef  zivmci^  tbefe  coaipRnies    1717. 
were  to  hmvc  annuities  of  5 1,  per  cent.  ^         ,     ■ 

The  propoials  of  tbebank  and  Soudi*Sea  being  agreed  to 
(m),  three  bills  were  brought  in,  upon  die  relblutxons  tlhat 

had 


(a)  la  £he  d'ebatet  on  thefe 
propoials,  a  aoarrcl  had  l}ke  to 
anfebetaneenMr.  Stanhope  and 
Mr.  WalMk.  Mr.  Pahenejr 
lunring  lhid«  *  He  did  not  knotv 
what  Private  Adnmtage  fame 
perions  ns^  ifaavc  hr  accep* 
tiog  the  propel  of  the  Sputh- 
Sea  Coinpaay/  Mr.  Stanhope 
(who  diooght  the  reflexion  of 
Private  Aavantaj^  was  chiefly 
levelled  againft  him)  vindicated 
lumielf,  and  began  with  own^ 
ing  his  incapacity  for  the  affiiirs 
of  the  treafary,  which  were  fo 
nmote  Irom  his  ftndies  and  in- 
clination: That  therefore  he 
would  williflglv  have  kept  the 
epiployment  he  had  before, 
which  was  both  more  eafy,  and 
more  profitable  to  him;  but, 
diat  he  thought  it  his  duty  to 
obey  the  ktng^s  commands. 
That,  however^  he  would  en- 
deavour to  make  up,  by  appU« 
cadous  .honefty^  and  difin- 
tPrefiedneis«  what  he  wanted  in 
abilities  and  experience.  That 
be  would  content  him(elf  with 
dieialary  and  lawful  p^rquiiites 
of  his  office ;  and,  though  he 
bad  quitted  a  better  place,  he 
would  not  quarter  himlelf  upon 
any  body  to  make  it  up ;  That 
he  had  no  brothers,  nor  other 
relaMns  to  provide  for;  and 
that,  opon  his  iiril  entering  Into 
the  tresfury,  he  had  made  a 
ibuiding  order  againil  the  late 
praftice  of  granting  revcrfions 
of  places/  Mr.  Walpole,  be- 
ing touched  with  thcie  innuen- 
dQ\    complained  in   the  iiril 


place  of  breadi  of  IHendihip, 
and  betraying  private  converia. 
tion.  He  fiamtly  owned,  ^Thstt 
while  he  was  in  enploymeat^ 
he  had  eadeavonedao  fcrve  his 
fiicnds  and  relations;  than 
whichi  in  his  opinion,  notUi^ 
was  more  reafonable  and  juft. 
That,  as  to  the  granting  reveiw 
fions,  he  was  willing  to  ac- 
quaint the  houfe  with  tne  mean- 
mg  of  it.  That  he  had  no  ob- 
jo&ons  againil  the  German 
minifters,  whom  his  mafefty 
brought  with  him  finom  Hano- 
ver, and  who,  as  £u-  as  he  had 
obferved,  had  a^l  akng  beha- 
ved themfelves  like  men  of  ho- 
nour; but,  that  there  was  a 
mean  fellow,  of  what  nation 
he  could  not  tell,  who  took 
upon  him  to  difpofb  of  employ- 
ments :  That  this  man,  having 
obtained  the  grant  of  a  rever- 
iion,  which  he  deiigned  fbr  his 
fon  (Mr.  Waloole)  thought  it 
too  good  for  him,  and  there*, 
upon  Kept  it  for  his  own  fon. 
That  thereupon  the  foreigner 
was  fo  faucy  as  to  demand  of 
him  the  fumof  2500I.  under 
pretence,  that  he  had  been  of- 
fered fo  much  for  the  reverfion ; 
bat  that  he  was  wifer  than  to 
comply  with  hJs  demand.  And 
that  one  of  the  chief  reafons^ 
that  made  him  refign  his  places, 
was,  becaaie  he  would  not  con- 
nive at  feme  thipgs  that  were 
carrying  on/  „Mr.  Stanhope 
anfwcred;  Mr.  Walpofc  re- 
plied; and,  ibme  fevere  ex; 
preiTions  having  efbaped  theni 


m 


„8  THE    H  I  ST  OR  Y 

Geo.  I.  bad  been  made  in  relation  to  the  public  debts,  and  all  three 
17I7*    pafled  into  laws ;  .namely,  the  General  Fund  Afi,  the  Bank 
■  Ad,  and  the  South-Sea  Ad. 

Thr  Gene-  The  General  Fund  A&  recites  the  feveral  aSs  of  parUa* 
ni  Fond  ment  for  eftablifliing  the  four  lotteries  of  the  ninth  and  tenth 
^^  years  of  queen  Anne,  the  terms  of  jeztt  for  which  thofe  re- 

venues were  granted,  and  ftates  the  annual  produce  of  die 
feveral  funds ;  namelv,  1350001.  186670 1.  1680031. 
]i68oo3 1.  which,  together  with  the  banker's  debt,  39855 1. 
15  s.  7  d.  |,*  and  another  fmall  fum  of  about  2731^  1.  11  s. 
3d.  amounting  in  all  to  7248491.  6s.  icd.  ^  which  is  the 
General  Fund,  the  defidencv  whercc^  is  to  be  made  good 
annnaUy,  out  of  the  firft  aids  granted  by  parliament.  And 
to  the  end  that  a  fure  and  fufficient  fecurity  may  be  iettled 
tor  die  regular  payment  of  all  fuch  annuities,  as  mall  be  pay- 
able by  diis  a£l  i  all  the  duties  and  the  revenues,  mentioned 
therein,  (hall  continue  for  ever.  With  a  provifo,  that  the 
revenues,  by  this  a&  made  perpetual,  ihall  be  fubjed  to  re- 
demption. 

Proprietors,  who  are  willing  to  accept  5 1.  per  cent,  re-^ 
deemable  annuities,  in  lieu  of  their  Lottery  Orders,  (hall 
Sgnify  dieir  opdon  by  fubfcribing. 

in  die  hcai  of  the  difpute^  Mr.  (econded  this  modon.  Mr.  Bof. 

Hongecford  faid,  <  That  he  was  cawea,  comptroller  of  the  hou(l 

(brry  to  fee  thofe  two  great  men  hold,  aded  the  part  of  a  com- 

fidl  foul   upon    one    another,  mon  friend  between  Mr.  Stan- 

/  However  (iays  he)  in  my  opi-  hope  and  Mr.  Walpole,  (aying^ 

nion,  we  muft  ftiil  look  upon  '  That  it  was  aelancholy  to 

them  as  patriots,  and  fathers  of  fee,  that  any  diiierence  ihould 

their  country ;   and,  (ince  they  happen  between  tho(e  two  wor« 

have,  by  mifchance»  difcovered  thy  membersi  unbecoming  their 

their  naKednefs.  we  ought,  ac-  own  chara&rs,  and  the  cugnity 

cording  to  the  cuftom  of  the  of  that  afl*embly;   bat  that  tt 

eail,  as  the  fcripture  tells  us,  to  would  dill  be  a  greater  misfor- 

cover  it  by  turning  our  backs  tune,  if  they  fliould  go  out  with 

upon  them.*  He  added,  *That  any  refentment :  And  therefore 

this  unlucky  accident  had,  how-  he   moved.     That    the  honfe 

ever,  produced  fome  good,  in  would  lay  their  commands  upon 

that  it  had  revealed  a  piece  of  them,  that  no  farther  nodce  be 

(ecret  hiiloiy,     the  fcandalous  taken  of  what  had  pafled.*  Mr. 

prance  of  felling  places  and  Methuen  (econded  Mr.  comp- 

reveriions.'    And  therefore  he  troller,    whofe   motion    bdng 

moved,  *  That  the  honourable  unanimoufly    applauded,     the 

member  who  made  the  difco*  fpeaker  put  it  immediately  in 


very,  might  be  called  upon  to    execution. 
t&mc  the  perfon.*    But  no-body 


And 
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And  fuch  as  are  willing  to  receive  their  principal  and  in  •  Geo.  U 
(ereft  in  ready  money,  fhall  likewise  declare  their  option  in     I7i7« 
Writing. 

As  for  the  Bank  A&i  it  mufl  be  obferved,  the  bank  at 
that  time,  as  proprietors  of  Redeemable  debts,  were  entitled 
to  an  annuity  of  106,501!.  13s.  5d.  per  annum^   in  lieu 
of  Exchequer    bills    formerly    cancelled,     amounting  to 
1,775,0271.  17  s.  lod.  i.     And  the  Exchequer  bills  {land- 
ing out,  on  the  22d  of  March  1716,  are  ftated  at  4,561,0^51. 
over  and  above  the  charge  of  circulation  which  was  then  due 
to  the  bank.     The  bank,  by  virtue  of  their  contrafb  for 
circulating  and  exchanging  thefe  bills  for  ready  moneys  wer^ 
entitled  to  3 1.  per  cent,  for  all  thefe  bills,  and  the  bills  carried 
an  intereft  of  2d.  a  day,  which  together  made  61.  per  cent. 
or  the  whole  fum  of  4,561,025 1,  of  Exchequer  bills.   There 
were  alfo  granted,  on  the  change  of  queen  Anne's  miniftry,^ 
tbe  fums  of  45,0001.  and  8,000 1.  a  year,  which  make  toge* 
ther  7I.  4  s.  od.  '  per  cent,  upon  all  the  Exchequer  bills^ 
The  annuity  payable  to  the  bank  for  the  cancelled  Exche- 
quer bills,  together  with  the  whole  charge  to  the  public  for 
circulating  the  Exchequer  bills  then  (landing,  amounted  to 
above  435,0001.  a  yean  In  thefe  circumftances  the  Bank  A8t 
fayS)  The  governor  and  company  of  the  bank  are  willing  to 
accept  one  annuity  of  S875 1 1.  7  s.  10  d.  |,  being  after  the  rate 
of  5 1,  per  cent,  per  ann.  or  the  principal  of  1,775,027 1.  17  84 
lod.  ^,  in  lieu  of  the  prefent  annuity  or  fum  of  106,501 1.  138. 
5  d.  per  ann.  In  the  fame  manner  the  afl  goes  on^  and  declares 
the  bank  willing  to  difcharge,  and  deliver  up  to  be  cancelled^ 
as  many  Exchequer  bills  as  amount  to  two  millions,  and  to 
accept  of.  an  annuity  of  100,000 1.  being  aftier  the  rate  of  5  L 
per  cent,  redeemable  after  one  year's  notice,  to  circulate  the 
remaining  Exchequer  bills  at  3 1,  per  cent,  and  id.  a  day, 
the  former  allowances  to  be  continued  toChriftmas  ijij  g 
and,    after  that,    the  bank  to  have,    for    circulating  the 
2,561,0251.    remaining    Exchequer  bills,    an  annuity    of 
76,8301.  15  s.  at  the  rate  of  3I.  per  cent,  till  redeemed,  over 
and  above  the  1  d.  a  day  for  intereil.     The  bank  is  then  re- 
quired to  advance  a  fum  not  exceeding  2,500,000!.  toward* 
difcharging  the  national  debts,  if  wanted,  and  to  have  5!.  per- 
cent, for  as  much  as  they  advance,  redeemable  by  parliament. 
As  for  the  South-Sea  A£V)  the  orifrinal  ftock  of  the  South- 
Sea  was  9,47l>325l.  but,  as  the  funds  grajited  were  fufH- 
cient  to  anfwer  the   intereft  of  ten  mil'ion?,  at  61.  per  cent. 
in  the  year  1716,  the  South-Sea  company  advanced  to   the 
government  528,6751.  which  complcats  the  fam  often  mil^ 
Vol.  XI^.  I  lions. 
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Geo.  I.  lions,    for  which  they  received  an  intereft  or  annuity  of 
1717.    6oo,oool.  and  likewifc  8,oool.   a  year   for  management. 
^'  Now  by  this  aft  the  governor  and  company  declare,  they 

are  willing  to  accept  an  annuity  of  500,000].  in  lieu  of  the 
600,000 1.  with  8,000 1.  a  year  for  management.  The  com- 
pany are  to  continue  a  cd^poration  till  their  annuity  is  re- 
deemed, towards  which,  not  lefs  than  a  million  is  to  be  paid 
at  a  time.  The  company  is  alio  required  to  advance  a  fum 
not  exceeding  two  millions,  towards  dlfcharging  the  princi- 
pal and  intereft  due  on  the  four  lottery  funds,  of  the  9th  and 
1 0th  years  of  queen  Anne. 

Purfuant  to  thefe  afts,  the  bank,  which  was  in  pofleflion 
of  receipts  out  of  the  Exchequer,  amounting  to  435>o63 1, 
16  s.  od.  7  per  ann.  accept  voluntarily  of  three  annuities, 
amounting  to  about  304,531!.  is.  3.  |,  whereby  the  fa- 
ying to  the  public  was  130,532!.  J4S.  8d.  |  a  year. 

The  proprietors  of  the  Lottery  Orders,  amounting  to 
above  nine  millions,  fubfcribed  their  orders  at  the  bank,  and 
accepted  bank  annuities  in  lieu  of  the  fame. 

Thus,  though  the  bank  and  South-Sea  had  agreed  to  ad- 
vance four  millions  and  a  half  towards  the  payment  of  thofe 
that  fliould  demand  ready  money,  not  one  ferthing  was  ever 
demanded  in  money,  except  very  fmall  fums,  amounting  in- 
the  whole  to  471 1.  4s.  (a).  All  the  annuities  that  were 
fettled  by  virtue  of  thefe  three  afts,  wtre  Redeemable  Perpe- 
tuities granted  at  the  rate  of  5 1.  per  cent,  per  annum,  upon  a 
principal  of  aljout  25,869,247!.  the  amount  of  the  national 
dfebt  at  that  time  redeemed  or  reduced. . 
The  finking  j^  the  General  Fund  Aft  is  the  claufe  that  eftaUifhes  the 
iiiiutetir'  Sinking  Fund,  as  the  rcdudlion  of  the  intereft  to  5 1,  per  cent. 
would  make  a  furplus  or  excefs  upon  the  appropriated  funds, 
the  aft  declares,  *  That  all  the  monies  aiifing  from  time  to 
time,  as  wejl  for  the  furplus  by  virtue  of  the  afts  for  redcem- 
ino;  the  funds  of  the  bank  and  of  the  South-Sea  company,  as 
alio  for  the  furplus  of  the  duties  and  revenues  by  this  aft  ap- 

(a)  lol.  Lottery,  171 1.  Banker's  Annuity. 

Principal.  L  s. 

1.    s.  David  Marfhal    ■              150 

Margaret  Woolrich    —  20  WilliiJhi  Harrifon  and  1 

RogerAltham,  D.D.  -  100  Fr.  Olbornc    —     J     7'  4 


I  oh  Lottery,   171  z* 
Roger  Altham,  D.  D.  — -  60 


George  Bloodworih  —    70 


471  4 


propriated 
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propriated  to  make  good  the  General   Fund,  and  the  over*  Geo.  L 
plus  monies  of  the  General  Fund,  fhall  be  appropriated  and    ijiy* 
employed  for  the  difcharging  the  principal  and  intereft  of"  > 

fuch  national  debts  as  were  incurred  before  the  25th  of  De* 
oember,  17 16,  in  fuch  manner  as  fhall  bedire£ledor  ap- 
pointed by  any  future  a&  of  parliament,  to  be  difcharged  out 
of  the  fame,  and  for  none  other  ufe,  intent,  orpurpofe  what- 
iberer/  This  claufe  conftitutes  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  (hews 
of  what.it  confifts,  and  to  what  ufes  it  is  appropriated.  Though 
there  had  been  Sinking  Funds  before  this  time  for  the  pay- 
ment of  particular  debts  (b),  yet  a  Sinking  Fund,  for  dif- 
charging the  national  debt  in  general,  wasiirftprojeded  and 
formed  in  the  year  17 16,  and  till  that  time  unheard  of. 


(b)  In  moft  of  the  ftmds  that 
were  granted  for  circuladnr  and 
exchanging  Bxchequeir  mils, 
diere  ^na  a  furplut  ef  ch^  fund 
kfelfy  computed  to  be  fufficient 
to  cancel  and  diicharge  aanaally 
fome  partof  the  bills*:  And,  in 
^^  -^gi^cgate  Fund  Aft  of  the 
fiift  of  king  George,  there  was 
a  film  of  370,9991.  2Ji.  direded 
to  be  paid  annuauy  towards 
difcharging  the  Exchequer  bills. 


In  all  ihort  annuities  likewife 

§  ranted  for  thirty  two  years^ 
le  principal  being  to  be  fank 
at  the  end  of  the  term  granted, 
this  may  be  looked  upon  as  a 
Sinking  Fund,  attending  thofe 
particmar  debts.  Bat  the  £rfl; 
mention  that  ever  was  made  in 
parliament  of  a  Sinking  Fund, 
for  difcharging  the  national 
debt  in  general  was  in  this 
feflian/ 


<■■  »» 


-MaritBi^aaM 
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Geo.  I- 
1717-  BOOK    XXXI.    CHAP.     If. 

A  motion  in  favour  of  Br,  Snape  carried  by  the  Tories. 
' — Proceedings  in  the  convocation  againft  the  bifhop  of 
Bangvr.-'^Jffairs  in  the  north. — The  czar* s  memorial. 
— Marriage  propofed  between  the  pretender  and  the 
czar's  daughter. -^Trial  of  the  earl  of  Oxford.— r-The 
S^on  ends. ''■^Account  of  the  aS  of  grace.-^Value  of 
the  forfeited  ejiates  in  Scotland. — Prince  Eugene  defeats 
the  Turks  near  Belgrade.  — Great  preparations  in  Spain. 
Meafures  concerted  between  France  and  England  t9 
reconcile  Spain  and  the  emperor, — The  earl  of  Peterbe- 
rough  feized  at  Bologna. — Difference  between  the  king 
and  prince. — Third  fefficn  of  king  George* s  firft  parlia- 
ment.— Debates  about  the  airmy,-^ Attempt  to  lower 
the  gold  coins. — Deftgn  againfi  the  king^s  life  by  James 
Shepherd. — The  king  accepts  the  government  of  the 
South-Sea  company. — Debates  in  both  houfes  about  the 
fnutiny  bill. '^^ A  bill  about  the  forfeited  eJlates.^^The 
feffton  ends.^^Changes  in  the  minijlry. — Great  prepa- 
rations in  Spain. — ^adruple  alliance, — Sir  George 
Byngfent  with  a  fir ong  fleet  to  the  Mediterranean. — 

-    His  inJlruSlions.--  He  defeats  the  Spanifh  fleet . — His 
proceedings  after  the  battle.^^Complaints  of  Spain. — 

A  motion  in  A  *  ^  ^^^  change  in  the  mtniftry  had  caufed  a  divifion  among 
favnir  of  jl\.  ^^^  Whigs,  fome  adhering  to  thofe  that  were  in,  and 
Di .  Sn  pe    others  to  thofe  that  were  out  of  place,  an  oppofition  was  for- 

tiic  Toric?  ^^^  ^y  ^^^^^  ^^^  '"  conjunSion  with  the  Tories  on  feveral 
occafions.  This  evidently  appeared  when  Sir  William 
Wrndham  (who  had  been  difcharged)  moved,  that  Dr. 
Snapc  fhould  be  appointed  to  preach  on  the  reftoration  of 
king  Charles.  The  do£tor  was  one  of  the  king's  chaplains, 
and  matter  of  Eaton-School,  but  was  of  High-Church  prin- 
ciples, and  had  lately  attacked  the  bifhop  of  Bangor.  Sir 
William's  motion  was  feconded  by  Mr.  Shippen,  and  fup- 
ported,  not  only  by  feveral  Tories,  but  alfo  by  all  the  Whigs, 
who  had  lately  rcfigned  their  employments.  Mr.  Horace 
Walpole,  who  /poke  after  Mr.  Shippen,  faid^  *  That  it  was 

unufual) 
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vnufual,  on  fuch  occaik>n$»  to  put  the  negative  on  any  man,  Geo.  I. 
whom  a  meofiber  of  that  houfe  had  thought  fit  to  name ;  and  17 17. 
chat  Dr.  Snape  was  not  only  a  perfon  of  merit,  and  great  ■ 

learning,  but  had  likewife  the  honour  to  be  one  of  his  ma«- 
jefty's  chaplains/     To  thefe  commendations  Mr.  Robert 
Walpole  added,    *  That  he  knew  Dr.  Snape  to  be  both  a 
very  learned,  and  a  very  honeft  man  :  That  he  had  not  only 
hitrufted  him  with  the  education  of  his  own  children,  but 
alfo  recommended  the  fons  of  the  duke  of  Devonfhire  and 
ferd  Townfhend  to  his  care ;  and  therefore  he  could  not  but 
think,  that  he  might  be  trufied  with  preaching  a  fermon  before 
that  afiembly.  Mr.  Ledimere  obferved,  *  That  he  could  not  but 
wonder,  that  a  member,  who' had  been  one  of  the  managers 
againft  Dr.  Sacheverd,  fhould  now  fpeak  in  behalf  of  a  di- 
vine, who  had  allerted  the  fame  notions  of  paffive-obedience 
and  non-refiftance,  for  which  the  other  had  been  profecuted ;    ' 
and  who  had  latelv  attacked  a  worthy  champion  of  the  revo- 
lution and  Proteitant  fucceffion/      Mr.  Aiilabie  an(wered, 
<  That  he  gave  his  vote  to  Dr.  Snape,  becaufehe  looked  upon 
him  as  a  learned  and  honeft  man  :    And,  as  for  his  having 
written  againft  the  bifhop  of  Bangor's  fermon,  he  did  not 
think  it  a  fufEcient  reafon  to  put  upon  him  a  negative,  which 
would  be  prgudging  of  a  controverfy,  that  did  not  properly 
belong  to  their  cognifance/    The  lord  Guernfey  fpoke  with 
ftill  more  vehemence  in  behalf  of  the  dodor,  fo  that,  the 
motion  being  thus  ftrongly  fupported,  he  was  appointed  to 
preach  by  a  majority  of  one  hundred  and  forty-one  againft 
one  hundred  and  thirty^one. 

The  controverfy,  mentioned  in  this  debate  between  the  Procerdin^s 
biihop  of  Bangor  and  Dr.  Snape,   was  occasioned  in  this  o^  ^^5  con- 
manner:  Dr.  Benjamin  Hoadley  (the  prefent  bilhop  of  Win-  aga*nft"he 
chefter)  famous  for  his  fteady  adherence  at  all  times  to  the  bifliop  of 
principles  of  the  revolution  (for  which  he  had  been  recom-  Bangor. 
mended  to  the  throne  by  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  advan-- 
ced  to  the  fee  of  Bangor)  had  lately  publiftied,  *•  A  Prcfcrva- 
tive  againft  the  Principles  and  Prafiices  of  the  Nonjurors  ;' 
and,   foon  after  •,   preached  a  fermon    before   the  king,  •  Mar,  jt. 
which  was  printed  under  the  title  of,  •  The  Nature  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Chrift  (c).'    To  this  fermon  Dr.  Snape  pub- 
lifbeS  an  anfwer ;  and,  prefently  after,  the  lower  houfe  of 
convocation  (as  they  had  before  done  with  regard  to  Dr.  Sa- 
muel Clarke's  Scripture-Doftrinc)  entered  upon  the  fubjefl:, 
both  of  the  Ulhop  of  Bangor's  fermon,  and  of  his  Preferva- 
tivc»     They  appointed  a  committee  of  fix  of  their  members, 
(c)  The  text  was,  *  My  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world.' 

13  Dr. 


134  THEHISTORT 

Geo.  I.  Dr.  Mofs^  Dr.  Sherlock,  Dr.  Friend,  Dr.  Spnt,  Dr.  Cu« 
xyiy.    non,  and  Dr.  Biis,  to  examine  them,  and  make  their  re|x>rt 

■,i... to  the  boufe.     The  committee  fat  and  drew  up  a  reprdenr 

tation,  in  which  bodi  the  Prefervative  and  Sermon  wese  cen<p 
fured,  as  tending,  ^ 

<  I.  To  fubvert  all  govemment  and  discipline  in  tbt 
Church  of  Chrift,  and  to  reduce  his  kingdom  to  a  ftateof 
anarchy  and  confufion.'    And, 

<  II.  To  impugn  and  impeach  the  r^;al  fupremacy  In  cau? 
fes  ecdefiafticaJ,  and  the  authoritv  of  the  legiflaturet  to  in^ 
force  obedience  in  matters  of  religion  by  civil  fanSions/ 

This  charge  was  fiipported  by  pailages  taken  out  of  the 
Prelervativc  and  fermon  (d),  and  the  wl:^e  drawn  up  in  the 

form 


(d)  The  biflum,  in  the  con-  agaiaft  him  was  .founded,  with 

dnfion  of  hit  anmer  to  this  ne*  t£c  oppolite  do6b-ine$,    wHick 

prefentatioo,  has  confrontrd  the  muft  be  true,  if  his  are  falfe. 
paflages^  on  which  4^e  charge 


The  propofitions  contained  in 
thole  pailages  of  my  fermon 
and  prefervative,  which  are 
made  the  foundation  of  die 
charge  in  the  reprefentation  : 

1.  Chrift  himfelf  is  king  in 
his  own  kingdom. 

2.  Chrift  IB  the  fole  law-giver 
and  fole  judge  of  his  fubje^s, 
in  all  points  relating  to  the  fa- 
vour, or  difplcafure  of  Almighty 
God.     In  other  words, 

3.  No  one  of  his  fubjefts  is 
law-giver  and  judge  over  others 
of  them,  in  matters  relating  to 
ialvation.    In  other  words  thus, 

4.  No  men  upon  earth  have 
a  right  to  make  any  of  their 
own  declarations  or  decifons  xo 
concern  and  afie^l  the  ftate  of 
Chriil's  fubje£ls  with  regard  to 
the  favour  of  God. 

5.  The  more  clofe  and  im- 
mediate the  regard  of  men  to 


The  propofitions  contradi^ry 
to  them :  Which,  therefore, 
muft  be  maintained  to  be  trne 
and  Chriftian,  by  all  who 
condemn  the  others : 

I.  Chrift  himfelf  is  not  king 
ia'  his  own  kingdom. 

?.  Chrift  is  not  the  fole  law- 
giver and  ible  judge  of  his  fuhr 
jef^s,  in  all  points  relating  to 
the  fevour,  or  difpleafure  of  Al- 
migh^^  God. 

3.  Some  of  his  fubjeds  are 
law-givers  and  judges  over  otheis 
of  them*  in  matters  relating  to 
falvation. 

4.  There  is  a  right  in  ibme 
men  to  make  their  own  decla- 
rations and  decifions  to  concern 
and  afted  the  ftate  of  Chrift's 
fubjeds,  with  regard  to  the  fa- 
vour of  God. 

J.  A  clofe.and  immediate  re- 
gard to  Chrift  himielf.  is  not  ib 
^  Chrift 


OF    ENGLAND.  135 

form  of  a  report,  to  be  laid  before  the  convocation.    But  Geo.  I. 
the  govcmtnent,   out  of  regard  to  the  intereft  of  the  con-    1717. 


Chriftify  the  more  certainly  and 
evidently  true  it  is,  that  they 
are  cyf  his  kingdom. 


6.  It  is  worthy  of  a]I  Chri- 
itians  to  live  and  ad  as  becomes 
thoie  who  wait  for  the  appear* 
ance  of  an  all-knowing  and  im- 
partia]'  judge  ;  and  in  fach  a 
oehavionr  to  be  without  fear  of 
man's  judgment,  who  is  both 
ignorant  of  manv  things  necef- 
iary  to  form  that  judgment^  and 
partial  in  forming  k. 


7.  We  mnfl  not  firame  our 
ideas,  from  the  kingdoms  of  this 
world,  to  what  ought  to  be,  in 
a  viiible  and  fenfiblt  manner,  in 
C^riiPs  kingdom. 

8.  Oar  title  to  God's  fiivoar 
depends  upon  our  real  iincerity 
in  the  conduct  of  our  confci- 
ences,  and  of  our  own  actions 
under  them. 

o.  Human  benedictions-— 
abJolutJons—  denunciations- 
excommunications— do  not  de- 
termine cither  God's  fiivpur,  or 
anger  towards  Chriftians':  And 
therefore  are  vain  words,  when 
they  pretend  fo  to  do, 

io»  Whoever  has  aright  to 
add  fandlions  to  ChrifPs  laws, is 
fo  far  king,  and  has  fo  far  regal 
power  in  Chrift's  kingdom. 

II.  The  (anaions  of  Chrift's 
laws,  appointed  by  himfelf,  are 
not  die  rewards  of  this  world ; 
not  the  offices  or  |;lories  of  tiiis 
itate  i  not  the  pains  of  prifons» 


ftitution 

certain  and  evident  a  mark  of 
being  of  his  kingdom,  as  a 
clofe  and  immediate  regard  an4 
refpeA  to  frail  men,  fubordinate 
to  him. 

6.  it  is  not  worthy  of  aU 
Chriftians  to  live  and  a£^  as  be- 
comes thofe  who  wait  for  the  ap* 
pearance  of  an  all-knowing  and 
impartial  judge ;  bat  it  becomes 
them,  at  the  £me  time  that  the^ 
live  and  z&.  thus,  to  be  under  a 
fear  of  man's  judgment,  wha 
neither  has  capacity  nor  autho- 
rity to  determine  their  condition; 
and  who,  in  very  many  cafes, 
contradidls  the  judgment  \ii4idi 
Chriil  will  make. 

7.  We  muil  frame  our  ideas» 
from  the  kingdoms  of  (his  world, 
to  what  ought  to  be,  in  a  vifible 
and  fenfible  manner,  in  CkriiPa 
kingdom* 

8.  Our  title  to  God's  favour 
doth  not  depend  upon  our  real 
Ancerity  in  the  condudl  of  our 
confciences,  and  of  our  own 
actions  under  them  ;  but  upon 
our  adlual  being  in  the  right. 

9.',  Human  .benedictions— 
abfolutions —  denunciations—— 
excommunications — do  deter- 
mine God's  favour  and  anger 
towards  Chriilians  :  And  there- 
fore are  not  vain  words,  when 
they  pretend  fo  to  do. 

10.  Men  may  have  a  right 
to  add  fandtidns  to  ChriiV's  laws, 
without  havin?  any  part  of  re- 
gal power  in  his  kingdom. 

1 1.  The  fan&ions  of  ChrifPs 
laws,  appointed  by  himfelf>  are 
the  rewards  of  this  world ;  the 
offices  and  glories  ofthisfbte; 
the  pains  of  prifons,    baniih- 

I  4  ments» 
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C^o.  I*  ftitution  in  church  and  ftate,  thought  proper  to  put  a  ftop  to 

J717.    thcfe  proceedings,  by  a  prorogation  to  the  22d  of  Novcm- 

i»^F"««*—*^  bcr. 


ments,  fines,  or  any  lefTer  and 
more  moderate  penalties  ;  nay, 
not  the  much  lefTer  negative 
difcouragements  that  belong  to 
human  fociety.  He  was  hr 
from  thinking  that  thefe  could 
be  the  inliruments  of  fuch  a 
perfuafion,  as  he  knew  to  be  ac- 
ceptable to  God. 

4  2.  Chriflchofe  the  motives 
^hich  are  not  of  this  world,  to 
Support  a  kingdom  which  is  not 
cr  tnis  world. 

I].  The  maxims,  oppofite  to 
die  maxims  updn  which  Chrift 
ibunded  his  kingdo^i,  are  con-* 
traly  to  the  jinterefls  of  true  re- 
ligion. 

14.  To  apply  worldly  force 
or  worldly  flattery,  worldly  plea- 
fnre  or  Worldly  pain,  to  the  cafe 
of  religion  ;  is  a  method  oppo- 
fite to  the  maxims  upon  which 
Chrift  founded  his  Kingdom: 
Andy  therefore,  contrary  to  the 
interefls  of  true  religion. 


Tj.  Chrift  knew  the  nature 
of  his  own  kingdom,  or  church, 
)>etter  than  any  fmce  his  time. 

16.  Chrift  left  no  fuch  mat- 
ters to  be  decided  again  (I  him- 
felf,  and  his  own  exprefs  pro- 
fefljons. 


17.  To  teach  ChrilHans  that 
^cy  muft  either  profefs,  or  be 
iilcnt,  againfl  their  own  con- 
fcienecs,  becaufe  of  the  autho- 
rity of  others  over  them,  is  to 
^bund  that  authority  upon   the 


{ines,  or  other  lefler  and  more 
moderate  penalties ;  or  the  much 
lefTer  negative  difcouragements 
that  belong  to  human  fociety. 
Thefe  he  thought  the  proper 
inflruments  of  fuch  a  perfiiafi- 
on,  as  he  knew  to  be  accept* 
able  to  God. 

12.  Chrift  did  oQt  chufe  the 
motives  which  are  not  of  this 
world, to  fupporta  kingdom  not 
of  this  world. 

13.  The  maxims^  oppofite  to 
the  maxims  upon  which  Chrift 
founded  his  kingdom,  are  a- 
greeable  and  helpful  to  the  in* 
terefb  of  true  religion. 

14.  To  apply  worldly  force 
or  worldly  flattery ,worldly  plea- 
furje  or  worldly  paitty  to  the  cafe 
of  religion;  is  not  oppofite  to 
the  maxims  upon  which  Chrift 
founded  his  kinedom:  Or,  is 
not  contrary  to  die  interells  of 
true  religion,  though  it  be  con- 
trary to  our  blelTed  lord's  max- 
ims relating  to  it. 

15.  Chrift  did  not  know  the 
nature  df  his  own  kingdom,  or 
church,  better  than  his  profefTed 
followers  do,  fince  his  time. 

1 6.  Chrift  did  leave  the  na- 
ture of  his  own  kingdom,  and 
the  maxims  of  fupporting  it,  to 
be  decided,  by  others  after  him, 
againft  himfelf,  and  againft  his 
own  exprefs  profeflions. 

17.  To  teach  Chriftians  that 
they  muft  either  profefs,  or  be 
filent,  againft  their  own  con- 
fciences,  in  regard  to  the  au- 
thority of  others,  is  a  very 
good  dodrine  i  very  coniiftenc 

ruios 
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ber«     As  this  was  induftrioufly  reprefented  to  be  tht  effe&  of  Geo.  L 
the  bifliop^s  foUicitation,   and  an  argument  of  his  fear^  he     1717. 

pub*  I 


nuns  of  fincerity  and  common 
Jionefty;  to  teach  a  do£brlne 
iviuch  would  have  prevented  the 
refonnadon,  and  the  bein^  of 
^e  Church  of  England;  which 
divefts  Chriil  of  his  empire  in 
hiS  own  kingdom,  and  leads  his 
people  to  (M-oflitate  their  con- 
TCiences  at  the  feet  of  men. 

18.  Chrift  never  in terpofeth> 
£nce  his  £rft  promulgation  of 
his  law,  either  to  convey  infal* 
Jibility,  or  to  aiTert  the  true  in* 
terpretationof  it. 


After  this»  the  bilhop  adds  a 
particular  view  of  tho/e  princi- 
ples, which  ought  to  be  the 
meafures  of  judging  in  fuch  im- 
portant matters : 

1.  Chriil  has  the  fupreme  au- 
thority of  legiflator,  and  judge, 
with  refped  to  all  Chriftians. 

2.  No  authority,  therefore, 
<an  be  juftly  claimed  by  any 
Chrillians,  of  what  rank  foever, 
10  any  Chriflian  church,  which 
deftroys  the  fupreme  authority 
ofChrift. 

3.  The  will  of  Chrift  is  de- 
livered to  all  Chriftians  for  the 
pondu£i  of  iheir  lives. 

4.  No  human,  fallible  au- 
thority, therefore,  can  deter- 
mine Chriflians  in  points  of  re- 
ligion, which  they  themfelves 
do  not  judge  to  be  agreeable  to 
the  will  of  Chriil. 

5.  Whatibever  equally  con- 
cerns the  falvation  of  all  Chrif- 
fians,  is  eoually  propofed  to  the 
miderfianoin^s  of  all. 


with  the  iincerity  and  honefty 
becoming  Chriflians ;  very  ufe- 
ful  for  the  juftification  of  die  re- 
formation, and  Church  of  Eng- 
land; perfedkly  confident  with  ' 
Chriftians  regard  to  Chrift  as 
their  king ;  and  not  at  all  lead- 
ing them  to  profHtute  their 
confciences  at  the  feet  of  weak 
men. 

18.  Chrift  does  interpofe, 
fmce  the  iirft  promulgation  of 
his  law,  to  convey  innillibility 
to  fome  of  tho{e  who  interpret  it ; 
or  to  aflert  the  true  interpreta- 
tion of  It. 

6.  There  can,  therefore,  be 
no  fuch  thing  as  fubmitting  our 
underftandin^s,  out  of  humility 
or  out  of  lazmefs,  to  any  other 
men  whatibever,  in  points  re- 
lating to  eternal  4lvation ;  with- 
out either  fappofing  that  ChrlA. 
did  not  deliver  his  will  for  us, 
in  things  which  concern  us ;  or 
did  not  deliver  it  plainly  enough 
for  us  to  find  it  out  (with  the 
aids  and  means  he  has  put  in 
our  power)  in  thofe  points  which 
concern  our  eternal   ialvation, 
and  therefore  require  all  fufH- 
cient  plainnefs  :   Though  the 
taking  in  the  advice  and  aifiit- 
ance .  of  others,   and  attending 
to  their  arguments,  is  perfedtly 
coniiflent  with   the  foregoing 
propofition. 

7.  No  argument  can  be  ad- 
mitted by  Proteilants,  which  de- 
Ib-oys  the  very  eifence  of  Pro- 
teilantirm :  Nor  can  any  rea- 
foning  conclude  juilly  in  favour 
of  any  powers  amongft  them» 

which 
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Geo.  L  pablidy  cfedared  before  the  woild,  that  the  prorogation  was 
1717.  ordenedy  not  only  without  his  feeking,  but  without  fo  much 
■  a»  his  knowledge  or  even  fufpicionofany  fuch  defign  till  it 
was  refolved.  It  muft  be  obferved,  that  the  rcprelentatfon 
was  never  appixived  of  by  the  lower  houfe,  lb  as  to  be  made 
the  aft  of  it :  Though  many  have  been  led  to  think  it  was, 
by  the  artifice  made  ufe  of  in  the  title-page  to  the  printed 
copy  of  it. 

The  prorogation  of  the  convocation  did  not  put  an  end 
to  the  controverfy.  For  feveral  of  the  members,  fince  they 
coidd  not  attack  the  bifliop,  as  a  public  aflemblv^  refolved  to 
ts^e  up  the  caufe  in  a  private  capacity.  Dr.  Sherlock,  wha 
was  one  of  the  committee  who  drew  up  the  report,  feconded 
Dr.  Snape,  and  thcfe  two  were  followed  by  many  others, 
infomuch  that  the  tra£b  publifhed  on  this  occaiion,  on*  bodi 
^es,  are  faid  to  be  about  feventy  (e). 

Du- 


which  they  conftantly  and 
ftrongly  condemn  in  the  charch 
of  Rome. 

8.  No  authority,  therefore, 
can  be  claimed  by  any  reformed 
church,  which  was  juflly  con- 
demned and  oppofed,  in  order 
to  the  reformation  itfelf.    Con- 

fequently, 

9.  No  fubmiffion  in  religious 
affairs  can  juftly  be  demanded 
from  Proteftants,  by  Protcilants, 
upon  any  fuch  foundation,  as 
would  have  abfolutely  preven- 
ted the  reformation  itfelf. 

10.  Whatfoever  was  true  at 
the  time  of  the  reformation,  is 

true  ftill. 

1 1 .  Whatfoever  principles  are 
true  and  juil,  when  urged  a- 
gainll  Papifts,  are  likewife  fo 
Jmongft  Proteilants. 

12.  Whatever  pfincipJes  and 
condu6l,  are  unjulHfiable  in  Pa- 
pifts, are  equally  fo  in  all  Pro- 
teilants. 

1 3.  Whatfoever  was  the  foun- 
dation of  the  reformed  Church 
of  England  then,  is  fo  ftill : 
And  whatfoever  was  ncceiTary 


to  juftify  it  at  firft,  is  neceflary 
to  defend  it  now. 

14.  Nothing  therefore,  which 
contradi£b  the  main  principle  of 
the  reformation ;  and  that,  with* 
out  which  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land itfelf  could  not  juftly  have 
been  in  being ;  can""  be  for  the 
true  intercft  of  this  churchy  as 
it  is  a  Proteft|nt  church. 

1 5 .  As  it  is  a  Chriftian  churchy 
nothing  can  be  fuppofed  either 
to  fupport  or  defend  its  intereft, 
which,  admitted  as  true,  would 
have  prevented  even  the  recep- 
tion of  Chriftianity  itfelf;  or 
v.'hich  contradicts  tne  main  de- 
fign of  the  Gofpel.         ^ 

1 6.  The  principles  therefore, 
which  alone  can  juftly  and  un- 
cxceptionably  fupport  it,  are 
fuch  as  are  uniformly  and  con- 
fillently  Chriftian  and  Protef- 
tant. 

(e)  Dr.  Snape,  on  the  a6th 
of  June,  publifhed,  «  A  iecond 
'  letter  to  the  bifhop  of  fiangor,' 
being  a  reply  to  the  bifhop's  an- 
fwer  to  his  firft,  wherem  the 

doQor 
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During  diefe  proceedings,  the  miniAers  were  no  ]e(s  em-  Geo.  X. 

ployed  than  the  parliament  Negociations  were  carrying  on»  '^^^^^ 

par*  ■        - 


dodor  pats  the  fbllowing  qae- 
XJet  to  me  bifiiop : 

« I  pray  reQollcdyoiufclf,and 
put  tkefe  qodUons  home  to  your 
owa  confcience,  whether  your 
Abfolutely's  and  Prbpcrly's,  and 
fuch  cvafivc  words,  were  not 
omitted  in  your  fermon,  as  it 
•was  originally  compofed  ?  Whe- 
ther you  did  not,  before  it  was 
preached,  fliew  it  to  a  certain 
perfen  without  foch  limitations  ? 
And  whether  you  was  not  with 
difficulty  prevailed  upon  by  him 
to  infert  them  by  way  of  caution  ? 
If  you  think  fit  to  anfwer  in  the 
jiegative,  I  engage  a  pcrfon  of 
as  high  a  ftation  as  your  lord- 
Ihip  will  charge  himfelf  with 
iheproof  of  the  affirmative.' 

The  bilhop  two  days  after,  in 
aat  adrertiiement,  fblemnly  de- 
nies all  this,  and  challenges  the 
^U>&or  to  name  his  author. 

Tlie  doclor,  pre/ied  by  the 
folemnity  of.  the  challenge, 
names  the  biihop  of  Carliile, 
who,  being  called  upon  to  prove 
what  he  had  a/Terted,  difputed  a 
while  with  Dr.  Snape,  affirm- 
ing he  had  not  faid,  the  words* 
were  put  in  before  the  fermon  ^ 
was  preached,  but  before  it  was 
pubhihed ;  owning  withal,  that 
he  knew  there  was  fuch  a  per- 
ibn  in  the  world  who  had  aver- 
red the  fame.  The  bifhop  of 
Carlifle,  being  preiled  to  name 
him,  names  ux»  White  Kennet, 
and  writes  to  him  ^f  what  had 
pa^d.  Celling  him,  he  did  not 
queftion  but  he  would  own  his 
own  words.  Dr.  Kennet  pofi- 
livdy  denied  the  fa£t,  faying,  ^  I 
'  never  affirmed^  never  fuggeiled 


*  to  any  mortal  that  the  late  fer* 
<  mon  of  the  biihop  of  Bangpr 
^  was  preached  witii  my  know« 

*  ledge,  or  fubmitted  to  my  cor* 

*  redlion.'Notwithftandine  this^ 
the  bi&op  of   Carlifle  aSerted 
in  print,  that  Dr.  Kennet  was 
die  man  that  told  him  he  had 
prevailed  with  the  bifhop    of 
Bangor  to  put  in  the  foremen* 
tionet)  ^words.    In  ihort,    the 
bifliop  of  Carlifle    pledges  his 
eternal  ialvation,  that  Dr.  Kea- 
net  did  iay  fo  :  Dr.  Kennet,  in 
one  of  his  papers,  fays,  God  (b 
help  him,  and  judge  him,  if  he 
did.    Thev  went  on  advertifing 
againfteach  other,  till  the  bi- 
ftiop  of  Carlifle  refolved  to  give 
no  more  aniwers    to  whatever 
fliould  be  faid.    However,  the 
bifhop  of  Bangor,  refblving  that 
calumny   fltould   lie  where  it 
ought  to  lie,  publiflied  a  long 
adveniiement,    as  Dr.  Kennet 
did  another,  to  hx  the  fadl  upon 
the  bifliop  of  Carlifle,  and  to 
convidt  him  of  forgetfulnefs  at 
leafl,  in  charging  a  h.di  upon 
the   bifliop   of  Bangor,   which 
was  not  true;   and   quoting  a 
witnefs  for  it  who  knew  nothing 
of  the  matter.     In  a  word,  at- . 
ter  lying  dornfiant  (bme  months, 
this  controverfy  was  revived  in 
0£lober  following,  on  account 
of  the  bifliop's  entertaining  in 
his  houfe  Francis  de  la  Pillonere, 
who  had  been  a  Jefuit,  but  had 
now  renounced  the  Popifli  reli- 
gion.   The  bifliop's  three  prin- 
cipal ad  verfaries  were  dean  Sher- 
lock, Dr.  Snape,  and  Dr.  Can- 
non, whom  the  bifliop  feemed 
to  outdo  in  reafon    and  argu- 
ment 
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Geo.  L  ptrttcularly  to  oblige  the  king  of  Sweden  to  make  peace. 
17 17.    The  czar  had,  the  laft  year,  married  his  niece,  the  princefi 

■  Catharina,  to  the  duke  of  Mecklenburg  Swerin,  and  refolved 

to  procure  the  poilei&on  of  Wifmar  for  him.  To  that  end 
he  had  fent  firft  twelve  thoufand  Ruffians  (which  were  after- 
wards increafed  to  twenty-fix  thoufand)  to  aifift  at  the  taking 
of  that  place,  then  befieged  by  the  Pniffians,  Hanoverians, 
and  Danes.  But,  the  town  having  furrendered  before  the 
arrival  of  his  army,  his  project:  fell  to  the  ground,  nor  would 
the  allies  fufFer  any  of  his  troops  to  be  garrifoned  there.  The 
czar  was  vexed  at  this  difappointment,  and  from  hence  may 
be  dated  feveral  memorable  events,  particularly  the  mifun- 
derftanding  between  him  and  the  court  of  Hanover. 

Soon  after  this,  a  defcent  on  Schonen  was  concerted  be- 
tween  the  kings  of  Pruffia  and  Denmark,  and  the  czar,  in 
arder  to  oblige  the  king  of  Sweden  to  quit  Norway,  where 
he  had  penetrated  with  an  army  of  twenty  thoufand  men, 
and  was  advancing  towards  Chriftianftadt,  the  capital  of  that 
kingdom.  The  czar  feemed  the  moft  forward  in  this  expe- 
dition, and  took  upon  him  the  command  of  the  united  fleets 
of  England,  ^Holland,  Denmark,  and  Ruffia,  in  order  to 
drive  the  Swedifh  fleet  into  port.  But  this  was  all  outward 
Ihow.  For  the  appearance  of  the  Britifli  fleet  under  admiral 
Norris  could  not  be  very  aj^reeable  to  the  czar,  as  it  pre« 
vented  the  defigns  he  had  formed  againft  Denmark  itfelf, 
after  his  difappointment  at  Wifmar.  And  therefore  when, 
in  a  council  of  war  between  him  and  the  king  of  Denmark, 
all  things  were  fettled  for  the  defcent  in  Schonen,  and  the 
troops  ordered  to  imbark,  on  a  fudden  the  orders  were  coun- 
termanded, and  the  projcd,  which  was  to  reduce  the  king 
of  Sweden  to  fuch  terms  as  the  allies  (hould  think  proper  to 
impofe  on  him,  was  laid  afide,  after  the  great  expence  the 

jnent  as  far  as  they  did  him  in  (hop  upon  a  popular  point,  the 

virulence,    perfonal  refleftions,  repeal  of  the  Tcft  Aft,  which 

and  reproachful  language.    Ht  he  aflerted  to  be  the  deflgn  of 

was  painted  in  the  moft  odious  the  bifhop's  fcrmon.    The  dean 

colours,  both  from  the  prefs  and  ended  his  treatiie  with  a  moft 

the  pulpit,  and  all  for  aiTerting,  unjuft  and  reproachful refie6iion» 

that  Chrill  i^  the  fole  law-giver,  which  the  bifliop  immediately 

and  fole  judge  in  his  kingdom,  anfwered,  by  fetting  the  matter 

in  all  points  relating  to  the  fa-  in  a  clear  light.    In  November, 

vour  or  difpleafure  of  God  ;  a  Dr.    Sherlock  and  Dr.   Snape 

proportion  as  evident  as  the  fun  were  both  removed  from  being 

at  noon-day.     Dr.  Cannon  vin-*  king's  chaplains ;  nor  has  the 

dicated    the   covi  vocal  ion,  and  convocation  fat  to  do  any  bofl- 

dfijii  Sherlock  attacked  the  hi-  nefs  ever  fmcc. 

Dane9 
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Danes  had  been  at  for  the  traniportation  of  the  forces,  and  Qeo.  I« 
other  preparations.      The  czar  pretended  the  feaibn  was    1717* 
too  far  advanced,  and  that  it  wouM  be  better  to  defer  the  ■ 

expedition  till  the  ipring.  This  was  ftrongly  remonftrated 
againft  in  a  long  manifefto  by .  the  king  of  Denmark,  to 
which  the  czar,  knowing  his  own  feciet  motives,  returned 
no  anfwer.  The  czar  had  for  fome  time  been  difcontented. 
with  the  allies,  who  were  all  for  preventing  his  having  any 
footing  in  Germanv,  fo  jealous  were  they  of  his  power ;  and 
this  discontent  of  tne  czar  was  probably  what  hindered  the 
utter  ruin  of  the  king  of  Sweden,  and  was  now  like  torecon* 
cile  him  to  his  moft  powerful  enenfiy,  if  baron  Gortz  fuc« 
oeeded  in  his  projeiS^  of  making  a  peace  between  them,  of. 
which  not  only  Denmark,  Pniifia,  and  Poland,  but  England- 
itfelf  was  to  feel  the  eflPeds  (f).  The  firft  ftep  to  this  re- 
conciliation was  by  the  means  of  Dr.  Erlkine  to  found  jx-ince 
MenzikoiF,'  who,  pleafed  with  the  defign,  foon  brought  the 
czar  into  it.  But  it  will  prefently  be  feen,  how  defirous  he 
was  to  dear  himfelf  from  fuch  an  imputation. 

The  czar,  having  font  his  forces  into  Mecklenburgh,  re^ 
folved  to  take  a  tour  to  France.  He  arrived  afAmfterdam  in 
December,  where  he  cxpcSted  the  czarina,  who  attended 
him  in  his  travels ;  but  (he,  being  big  with  child,  happened 
to  be  delivered  of  a  prince,  as  ue  was  preparing  to  fet  out 
from  Wefel,  and  came  not  to  Amflerdam  till  the  loth  of 
Februaty.  The  czar  remained  there  and  at  the  Hague  till 
the  4th  of  April.  When  king  George  pztkd  through  Hol-> 
land,  in  his  way  from  Hanover,  the  czar  was  there,  and, 
had  they  deiired  it,  might  have  had  an  interview,  but  the 
czar  excufed  himfelf  on  pretence  of  an  indifpofition.  Du- 
ring the  czar's  ftay  in  Holland,  the  letters  of  bavon  Gortz 
and  count  Gylleatnu^  were  publiihed  in  England  by  the 

(f)  The  czar's  laying  afide  lung  of  Sweden  that  he  would 

the  descent  upon  Schonen  was  have  ample  amends  made  him 

laid  to  be  brought  about  by  the  forrelinquifhing  thofe  conquefls 

iecret  management    of    baron  of  the  czar,  by  having  the  ho- 

GortZy  who  was  become  chief  nour  of  replacing  Scaniilaus  on 

miniiler  and  favourite   of  the  the  throne  of  Poland,    fetcii.g 

king  of  Sweden.    As  there  was  the  crown  of  England  on  the 

no  likelihood  of  the  czar's  ma-  head  of  the    chevalier    de  Sc. 

king  a  peace  with  the  king  of  George,  and  by  rcftoring  the 

Sweden,  unlefs  the  provinces  he  duke  of  HolHein  to  his  duke- 

had  conquered  on  the  eafi  and  dom,  Befides,  that,  being  aniceJ 

north  of  the  Baltic  were  yielded  with  the  czar,  there  w^^h  nothing 

%o  hlmj    Goicz  perfuaded  the  they  mig)it  not  unde/ui.e 
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Geo.  I«  Isiftg's  ipccial  command.    In  thefe'  letters,  there  werd  ibme 
1717.   pviuges  relating  not  only  to  £>r«  Erikuie  the  ctar's  phyficiao» 

■■  ■  ■  but  to  die  c2ar  himfelf,  teAo&ing  on  bis  conduct  in  regaid 
to  king  Qeorge.  Upon  this  die  czar  ordered  Wefleloafki  to 
pceient  a  long  memorial  ft)  king  GoorgCy  wherein  he  ex- 
prefles  a  ruq>rixe  ac  the  malice  of  his-eneaubs,  to  make  him 
a  pauty  concerned  in  die  confpiracy  in  fanrour  of  the  pretender : 
Shews  the  inwrobabffity  of  it,  as  the  pretender  would  not 
fiiil  (ihonld  he  fucceed)  of  afifting  the  king  of  Sweden 
againft  him  :  Mentions  his  ofkamgy  the  kit  year,  to  gita* 
ranOec  the  fucceffion  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  in  the 
houle  of  Hanover,  thoogh  he  bad  obferVed  feveral  diAj|ree- 
dde  ftep&  taken  by  the  Britiib  iHtniAers  at  the  courts  of  Vv 
eoDOy  Pruffia,  and  Denmark,  and  even  at  the  diet  of  Ratify 
ban  ;•  and  though-  he  had  been  informed  that  the  court  o£ 
England  was  privately  treadng  of  a  feparatd  peace  with  the 
king  of  Sweden,,  pnomi&ng  him  afliftance  on  hit  yiekting  up 
Bremen^  as  too  plainly  appeared  by  count  Gyllenburffh^s  les-^ 
ters  :  0(Fers,  however,  do  eftablim  the  ancient' good  under- 
fkading  between  thenv,  and  to  concert  meafures  for  the 
vfgoroos  profecotion  of  the  war  againiV  the  common  enemy : 
Concludes  with  frying:,^  he  cOuid  not  but  be  very  much  coii-J 
cemed  at  the  king'si  cauiing  to  be  printed  the  malicioos  in<^ 
ftmaridns  of  his  enemies,  \rtiich  wounded  his  honour,  with*-' 
dot  a  previous  caannttnication  of  the  finne^  or  demancHng  anj 
etxplanacion  of  thofe  pafiages,  as  a  good  ally  flionldhavti 
done* 

As  ibme  arddes  of  this  memorial  related  to  die  king  ai^ 
dedor  of  Hanover^  thtne  were  two  anfwers  given  to  it,  onc^ 
by  Mr.  Stanhope,  the  other  by  the  chancery  cf  Himovcr.< 
The  king«fays,  he  is  very  far  from  fufpefdng  the  czar, of  en*' 
tering  into  any  engagements  in  fevour  of  the  pretender :. 
Owns  (as  nothing  can  leilen  the  good  underftanding  between 
them,  biit  the  continuance  of  the  Ruffian  troops  in  the  em- 
pire) he  caufed  inftances  to  be  made  to  the  courts  of  Vienna, 
Denmark,  and  Pruffia,  for  uniting  thdr  endeavours  to  per- 
fuade  him  to  remove  them  :  Hopes  the  czar  will  have  a  due 
regard  thereto,  and  fpeedily  withdraw  his  troops,  fince  thtf 
continuance  of  them  in  the  empire  intimates  a  defign  quite 
contrary  to  the  acSing  againft  Sweden,  and  creates  fuch  dif- 
truft  and  jealoufies  as  cannot  be  otherwife  removed.  As  for 
the  publication  of  the  letters,  it  was  impoffible  (fays  the  me- 
morial) to  omit  the  paflages  concerning  ^he  czar,  becaufe 
the, king  had  weighty  reafons  to  impart  to  the  parliament 
the  letters  entire  as  tney  were  found.  The  anfwcr  concluded 

with 
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widi  afluring  the  czar,  diat  he  fliould  have  reafett  (a  be  ik->  Geo.  L 
&fied,  provided  he  would  remove  the  only  ohflacle  to  their  1717* 
mutual  good  underftandlng)  the  continuafice  of  the  Ruffian 
troops  in  the  empire. 

Thcfe  memorials  did  not  reconcile  the  two  princes :  The 
dtftance  of  their  dominions,  the  interefts  of  their  fiilijefb 
with  regard  to  commerce,  fiifpended  dieir  refentments,  but 
diey  were  enemies  the  reft  of  their  life.  The  czar,  curious 
as  he  was,  would  not  have  failed  of  vifiting  England  in  his 
pn^efs,  had  the  two  monarchs  been  upon  good  terms. 

The  czar,  after  having  (pent  three  months  in  Holland,  re« 
folved  upon  a  tour  to  the  court  of  France,  with  defign  to  en^ 
ter  into  a  confederacy  with  the  regent  of  France.  He  of&ned 
to  pour  a  numerous  army  into  the  empire,  which  fliould  be 
at  the  difpofal  of  the  regent,  provided  he  would  pay  him  the 
fiibfidies  he  demanded,  which  were  very  laige.  But  his  of« 
fcc  was  rejc<9ed,  and  communicated  by  die  regent  to  king 
George*  "However,  the  czar,  during  his  ftay  at  Paris,  con-* 
eluded  a  treaty  of  friendihip  with  France,  in  which  tte  king 
of  Pruifia  was  included,  and,  being  prefled  by  die  regent,  he 
promifed  to  withdraw  his  forces  from  Meddenburg.  The 
czar,  at  his  return  to  Amfterdam,  admitted  baron  Gortz 
(who  had  been  iet  at  liberty  the  day  before  his  arrival)  with 
great  privacy  to  an  interview  at  Loo  (g).  Gortz  undertook 
fo  ac^uft  all  difierences  between  the  czar  and  the  king  of  Swe- 
den, widiin  three  months,  and  the  czar  engaged  to  fufpend 
^  operations  againil  Sweden  till  the  end  of  that  term. 

This  interview  having  been  complained  of  by  the  Britiih 
lefident  at  Peterfbuig,  the  czar's  minifters  at  fim  deni^  iu 

(g)  It  may  here  be  obferved,  defigns  attributed  to  his  mini« 
that  the  duke  of  Orleans  had  fters»  and  ihould  confider,  as  a 
iilterpoied  to  bring  the  king  of  great  injury  to  him,  the  fufpi<- 
Sweden  to  a  peace,  and  had  lent  cion  of  his  having  had  any  con- 
die  coast  de  la  March  to  luni  cern  in  their  proje£h.  After 
as  his  amba£ador.  But  the  king  this  dedaradon  on  the  part  of 
of  Sweden  would  hearken  to  no  the  king  of  Swedeoi  the  regent 
propofals  till  baron  Gortz  and  hoped,  that  the  king  would  fend 
count  Gyllenburg  were  fct  at  back  count  Gyllenourg  to  hi^ 
liberty.  The  regent,  upon  this,  mailer,  and  give  his  confent  that 
orders  d*Ibbcrville  to  aflure  his  baron  Gortz  fliould  be  alfo  re- 
Britannic  majefly,  that  the  kmg  leafed.  This  was  accordingly 
of  Sweden  had  declared,  he  done,  and  count  Gyllenburg 
had  yet  no  intention  to  trouble  was  exchanged  for  Mr.  rcfident 
the  traaquiUity  of  Great  Britain,  Jackfon,  who  had  been  detained 
nor  had  e&teied  into  any  of  the  at  Stockholm. 

but 
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Geo.  L  but  loon  after  were  obliged  to  own  it  The  late  duke  (^  Ch*-* 
1717.  mood,  with  one  Mr.  Jernegan^  a  Roman  Catholic,  Wad 
mt  .J  come  to  Mittau  in  Courland  to  propofe  a  marriage  between 
one  of  the  czar's  daughters  and  the  pretender,  and  to  offer  to 
go  and  perfuade  the  king  of  Sweden  to  make  peace  with  the 
csar,  and  affift  in  felting  the  pretender  on  the  throne  o£ 
Great  Britain ;  but  the  propofal  of  the  marriage  interfered 
with  baron  Gortz's  fcheme,  who  had  long  intended  that 
princefs  for  the  duke  of  Holftein,  to  whom  fhe  was  after* 
wards  married.  Mr.  Jernegan  was  fent  to  Sweden  for  leave 
Uiat  the  duke  of  Ormond  might  come  there  as  the  pretender's 
mlnifter.  The  anfwer  he  brought  to  the  duke  was,  that  the 
king  of  Sweden  had  ftrong  reafons  for  not  admitting  him^ 
He  was  foon  after  fent  from  Mittau,  and  Jernegan  was  left 
to  manage  the  bufmefs  at  Peterfburg,  with  all  poflible  fecrecy. 
Mean  while  a  congrefs  was  formed  at  Abo,  between  the 
Swedifh  and  Ruffian  minifler^,  which  was  afterwards  remov- 
ed to  Aland. 

The  czar's  chief  aim  wa^  to  keep  not  only  Ingria,  and, 
part  of  Cardia^ .  but  alfo  Revd,  with  Eflonia,  and  Riga, 
with  Livonia,  and.to  reflore  to  Sweden  only  Finland,  and 
the  reff  of 'Carelia.  .Baron  Cortz  flattered  the  czar  with  the 
hopes  of  the.  king  of  Sweden's,  confent  to  thefe  ceffions,  in 
oonilderation  of  his  affifting  him  in  reftoring  Staniflaus,  and 
retaking  what  Denmark  and  England  had  conquered  upoa 
Sweden.  The  king  of  Pruffia  was  to  be  induded  in  the 
treaty,  and  the  czar,  the  better  to  make  his  own  terms,  en- 
gaged to  prevail  with  him  to  reftore  Stetin  for  an  equivalent 
fbmewhere  elie.  Upon  thefe  foundations  baron  Gortz  and 
M.  Oflernian,  the  czar's  plenipotentiary,  concerted  the  plan 
of  a. peace  between  the  czar  and  the  king  of  Sweden.  -  By 
this  plan  the  conqueft  of  Norway  was  defigned.  The  czar- 
was  obliged  to  affift  his  Swedifh  majefty  in  that  expedition, 
and  both  promifed  to  unite  all  their  forces  againft  the  king  of 
Great  Britain,  in  cafe  he  fhould  interpofe.  This  feemed  to> 
have  a  view  to  the  intereft  of  the  pretender,  and  a  defign  of 
an  invafion  in  Scotland,  after  the  conquefl'of  Norway. 

When  baron  Gortz  fet  out  from  Aland  with  the  plan  of 
peace,  in  order  to  obtain  his  matter's  confent,  the  king  of 
Sweden  was  with  his  army  before  Frederickftadt,  in  Norway, 
where  he  was  killed  in  the  night,  between  the  29th  and  30th 
of  November,  17 18.  Baron  Gortz,  not  being  informed  of 
his  death,  was  arretted  on  the  road,  and  having  drawn  upon 
himfelf  the  hatred  of  the  nation, 'and  refentment  of  the  no-- 
bles,  whom  he  had  treated  with  haughpneisj  he  was  by  thenrv 

condemned 
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^ndemhed  to  the  fcaffold,  where  he  died  with  great  refolu-  Geo.  I. 
tioiu    By  the  king  of  S  wedeif  s  death  the  face  of  affairs  in  the    i  JJ  J* 
north  was  entirely  changed :    Sweden  was  forced  to  fubmit  j  * 

the  czar,  king  of  Denmark,  aiid  king  George,  as  elefior  of 
Hanovei-,  remained  in  polleilion  of  what  they  had  acquired. 
Thefe  affairs,  though  not  ended  till  the  following  year,  have 
been  related  at  once  to  prevent  any  farther  recourfe  to  tbem» 
But  to  return  to  England. 

The  earl  of  Oxford  had  now  been  cofifined  in  the  Tower  The  trial  of 
almoft  two  years,  and,  finding  the  feffion  was  like  to  end  with-  J?^*'?  ^ 

.^^.■'  *'  r      L.  i-j  ••  t.  Oxford. 

oilt  entermg  upon  his  cafe,  he  caufed  a  petition  to  be  pre-  p,^  h.  L. 
fented  to  the  houfe  of  lords,  wherein  he  fubmitted  his  cafe  to  Pf.  H.  C« 
their  lordfliips  confideration,  praying,  that  his  imprifonment 
might  not  be  indefinite.  The  lord  Trevor,  who  prefented 
his  petition,  made  a  long  fpeech  in  his  favour,  as  did  alfo  the 
duke  of  Buckingham,  the  earls  of  Nottingham  and  Abing- 
don,  and  the  lords  Harcourt  and  North  and  Grey.  It  wa9 
infifled  in  the  earl's  behalf,  that  the  impeachment  was  de- 
ftroyed  and  determined,  fince  he  was  not  brought  to  his  tria} 
tiie  tfame  feffion,  in  which  he  was  Impeached  ;  and  that  the 
prorogation  (uperfeded  the  whole  proceedings.  The  earl  of 
Nottingham,  who,  in  17 15,  when  in  fsivour,  had  been  one 
of  the  mofl  zealous  againft  the  minifters  of  the  late  queen, 
firenuoufly  infifted  upon  the  impeachment's  being  fuperfede4 
hy  the  prorogation,  and  demanded  leave  to  enter  his^rotefta- 
tion  againft  the  vote  pailed  to  the  contrary,  by  a  majority  of 
cighty-feven  to  forty-five  (a). 


(a)  His  proteft  was  as  fol- 
lows: 

Dinentient^ 

I.  lecaufe  there  icems  to  be  no 
diffeceoce  in  law  between  a  pro- 
rogation 9nd  a  difTolution  of  the 
parliaoienty  which,  in  con  flan  t 
pra£lice»  have  had  the  fame  ef- 
fed  as  to  determination,  both 
^f  judicial  and  legiilative  pi-o- 
feedings  ;  and  conieqnently  this 
vote  may  tend  to  weaken  the 
refolttiioD  of  this  hoaie.  May  22, 
1 68  c,  which  was  founded  upon 
$he  law  and  prance  of  parlia- 
Vol.  XIX. 


meht  in  dl  aces,  without  on* 
precedent  to  ttie  contrary,  ex- 
cept ii)  cafes  which  happened 
after  the  order  made  the  J9tk 
of  March,  1678,  which  was  re- 
verfed  and  annulled  in  16851 
and  in  purfuancc  hereof  the  eati 
of  Salifbury  was  dilcharged  in 
1690. 

J  I.  Becaufe  this  can  never  be 
extended  to  any  but  peers,  for 
by  the  ilatute  4  £dw.  IIL  no 
commoner  can  be  impeached 
for  any  capital  crime  ;  and  it  it: 
hard  to  conceive,  why  the  peers 
(hould  be  diflinguiHied  and  de« 
prived  of  the  benefit  of  ail  the 
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Qeo.  h      This  being  rejec^ed^  the  duke  of  Buckingham  moved  to 
1717*    ^PPoiat  a  day  for  the  earl's  trial,  which,  after  iome  debates^ 

»  .and  appointing  a  committee  to  fearch  (or  precedents^  waf 

fixed  and  appointed.  It  is  remarkable,  that  the  appointing  a 
d[ay  did  not  occadon  fo  long  a  debate  a^  the  fhortening  doc 
day',  and  that  the  earl's  friends  prefled  the  houfe  to  appoint  a 
ihort  day,  while  the  other  fide  pleaded  for  time.  Accordingly^ 
.  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  who  had  made  the  motion,  deda^ 
red  in  a  fpeech.  for  a  fhort  day,  and  named  the  6th  of  June* 
Biit  the  earl  of  Sunderland  and  the  lord  Coningfby  were  for 
finding  a  meflage  to  the  commons,  to  know  whiether  thcr^ 
were  ready,  or  to  appoint  the  13th  of  June  for  the  trial.  A^- 
ter  (bme  debate,  the  13th  was  appointed  by  a  majority  of 
eighty-five  againft  forty-four,  and  a  meflage  was  fent  to  the 
commons  to  acquaint  them  with  the  fame. 

This  meflage  caufed  no  lefs  debates  among  the  commons* 
They  faw  the,  face  of  their  affairs  a  little  changed  :  Some, 
who  had  't>een  a£live  in  this  profecution  when  it  was  firft  be- 
jgun,  and  upon  whom,  ^be  houfe  might  be  faid  in  fome  mea* 
fiire  to  depend  for  carrying  it  on,  feemed  to  look  coldly  upon 
the  matter,  and  to  decline. the  work,  or  atleafttohavelefsoif 
that  confidence,  the  houfe  ufually  ibewed  them  before.  This 
taufed  a  vote  tQ  appoint  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  ftate 
pf  the  earl  of  Oxford's  impeachment.  The  committee  founds 
Upon  in^iry,  that  feveral  members  of  the  Secret  Committee 
][who  begun  the  profecution)  had  been  called  up  to  the  houfe 
of  peers,  as  the  lords  Onflow,  Coningfby^  and  Mariham, 
^ndjthat  others  feemed  remifs,  01^  were  abfent.  Therefore 
the  houfe  was  moved,  and  did  agree,  that  Mr.  Carter, 
Sir  William  Thompfon,  the  feijeants  Birch,  Pengelly,  and 
Reynolds,  ihould  be  added  to  the  Secret  committee.  At 
4heir  lirft  meeting,  Mr.  Carter  was  chofen  chairman  in  the 
^oom  of  Mr.  Walpole,  who,  with  feveral  others,  abfented 
himiclf.  For  this  reafon  Mr.  fecretary  Addifon,  Mr.  Craggs, 
fcrjeant  Mead,  and  Mr.  Jeflbp,  and  a  little  after  Mr.  Lech- 
mere,  now  chancellor  of  the  duchy  of  Lancafter,  were  added 
to  the  number. 


laws  of  nberty,  to  which  the 
meaneil  commoner  in  Britain  is 
intitled  ;  and  this  Teems  the 
more  extraordinary,  becaafe  it 
is  done  unaiked  of  the  coromoiis^ 
VV'ho>  as  i4^  conceived,  never  can 
^fJL  it  with  any'  colour  of  Iaw» 


precedent,  reaibn  or  jufiice. 

This  proteft  was  fubfoibed 
by  Nottingham,  Fra.  Rofien% 
North  and  Grey,  BathoiH,  A*- 
binfi;don,  Manfell,  Hay,  Guil- 
ford, Dartmouth,  Foley,  Bruce. 

AU 
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Alt  flie  eniiilent  hfwycfsr  of  tfic  houft  being  tlius  named  to  Geo.  I 
be oT the  coimnlttei^,  they  ifiitnedhitely  ftll  to  preparing  to    I7^7» 
imdoe  good  the  articles  of  impeaehlnent,  in  cafe  Ac  houfe  "  ■ 
lioold  agnee  to  proceed  to  the  trial ;  but  all  the  while  they 
feft'|)eople  in  fufpence  as  to  their  refolution^  even  till  the  day 
heSmr  the  triaj  was  to  be.    The  king  had  appointed  lora 
diaLntreHor'  Cowper  to  be  lord  higb*fteward  on  this  occafion, 
and  alt  things  were  in  readinefs  for  the  trial ;  when,  on  the 
1 2th  of  June,  a  meilage  was  fent  from  the-  commons  to  the 
lords,  to  demand  longer  tjme  for  dieir  preparations,  purfiiant 
to  the. foUowing^report  of  the  committee: 

<  That  the  Committee  had  met  feveral  dmes^  and  made 
hmg  progre6  in  the  mattc^rs  to  them  referred  ;  but  that  the 
pi»|ecfitioilt  of  the  impeachment  having  been  interrupted  for 
ft' many  mdnths,  by  the  intervention  of  many  weighty  and 
tirgent  a^irs,  which  more  nearly  and  immediately  concerned 
Ae  Wielfare,  defence,  and  fecurity  of  the  Icingaom,  it  was 
Become  abiblutely  neceflary  for  thofe,  who  ihould  be  zp^ 
pointed  to  manage  the  impeachment,  to  review  and  carefully 
perufe  all  the  uipacies,  records,  letters,  and  other  papers  pro* 
pdr  and  lieceflary  for  fupporting  this  profecution  $  which  be- 
M^  voluminous,  it  wouM  be  impoffible,  within  die  time  ap- 
pointed for  the  trial,  to  adjuft  and  apply  the  proper  evidence 
to  the  ieveral  articles  (b). 

Upon 


Mi 


'  (b)  Wlien  this  report  was 
re»iin  die'  hoiiie  of  commons, 
diere  was  a  filence  for  two  or 
three  minutes^  till  at  laft  Mr. 
Hungcrford  rofe  ap»  and  took 
notice  of  the  great  hardfhips, 
which  the  earl  of  Oxford  had 
undergone.  Mr.  Bofcawen  ex- 
prefTed  his  concern,  *  That  a 
profecution,  which  the  com- 
mons had  begun  in  ib  folemn  a 
manner,  and  which  was  thought 
£0  neceflary  to  vindicate  the  ho- 
nour and  jnftice  of  the  nation, 
ihould,  at  laft,  be  dropped  ; 
which  he  was  fure  would  be  a 
refie£Uon  upon  that  houfe.' 

'  Here  again  was  a  deep  fi- 
lence ;  ana,  the  fpeaker  riiing, 
la  order  to  put    the  q^ueflion. 


Mr.  Samuel  Tufnel  made  a 
long  fpeech,  in  which  he  oh* 
fervedi  that,  the  houfe  having 
been  afTured  by  die  chairman  of 
tbe  committee  of  fecrecy,  that 
there  was  evidence  againll  the 
earl  of  Oxford,  fu£icient  to  con- 
vi6l  him  of  high-treafon  in 
Weftminfler-Hall,  it  was  that 
which  fwayed  him  to  vote  for 
bringing  an  offender  to  public 
jullice,  who  had  *  betrayed  the 
honour  and  intereft  of  the  na« 
tion.'  Mr,  Biomley  endea- 
voured to  vindicate  mr.  Wal- 
polc,  by  alledging,  *  That# 
though  he  was  chairman  of  the 
Secret  Committee,  yet,  if  any 
thing  were  done  araifs  amongli 
them,  it  were  hard'  to  lay  all  the 
K.  a  bkra? 
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Geo.  L       Upon  this  meflage,  the  earl  of  Sunderland  moved  t«  allow' 
1717.     the  commons  a  fortnight.    The  duke  of  Devonfhire  £ud^ 

^  blame  at  his  door,  fincc  the  place.  That  he  did  not  men* 
whole  committee  was  equally  tion  this  as  a  reflection  on  that 
Goncernedin  the  impeachments/  gentleman^  for  whom  he  ever 
But,  as  to  the  matter  then  un-  had  a  great  refped  ;  but  that  he 
der  deliberation.  Mr.  Bromley  was  afraid  this  would  leflea 
added,  *  That  they  had  been  him  in  the  efteem  of  others. 
'  told  above  a  year  and  a  half  That,  for  his  ownjpart,  he  was 
ago,  that  the  evidence  was  not  in  the  lead  furprifed  at 
ready  ;  bat  that  they  ought  not  his  condud  ;  of  which  he  had^ 
to  give  the  lords  the  trouble  of  of  late,  obferved  many  snlfainces 
going  through  the  whole  im*  but  that  he  ever  di&pproved  it.' 
peachment,  fmce,  •  in  his  opi-  After  this,  Mr.  Walpole  made 
nion,  twenty  of  the  articles  an  apology  for  himfelf,  iaying» 
were  altogether  vain  aad  need-  among  oUier  thines,  *  That  he 
lefs.'  Some  members  being  had  oFlate  looked  over  fome  of 
fhocked  at  this  affertion,  Mr.  the  moft  material  papers  relating 
Bromley  immediately  explained  '  to  this  impeachment;  and  he 
himfelf,  faying,  *  I'hac,  if  the  was  ftill  convinced  in  his  con- 
two  articles,  that  were  for  fcience,  that  the  late  mtniihy 
high-treafon,    could  be  made  had  given  themfelves  up  intire]y» 

food,  the  other  twenty  would  and  were  ready  to  deliver  up  the 
e  needlefs  and  infigniftcant.'  nation  to  France.  Mr.  Lech-^ 
Mr.  Shippen  obferved,  '  I'hat  mere  ilrqngly  fuppbrted  the  mo- 
th is  impeachment  had  been  de-  tion  for  the  meiiage,  and  faid« 
pending  fo  long,  that  every  <  It  was  no  wonder,  that  a  cer« 
body  expcAed  it  would  be  drop-  tain  fet  of  men,  who  had,  at 
ped  :  And  indeed,  unlefs  the  firft,  oppofed  the  impeachmentSy 
two  artidf  s  of  high-treafon  ihould  now  be  for  letting  them 
Could  be  made  good,  he  thought  drop  :  And  that  this  was  yet  the 
it  unreafonable  to  give  the  two  lefs  furprifing,  in  that  the  fame 
ho  a  fes  an  unneceiiary  trouble  eentlemen  had  conftautly  oppo* 
about  the  other  articles,  by  led  all  that  had  been  propofed 
keeping  them  fitting  in  the  hot-  for  the  fupport  of  the  prefent 
tell  part  of  the  lummer.  That,  happy  fettlement.  But  that,  for 
after  all,  thofe,  who  had  firfl  his  own  part,  he  was  of  the 
begun  the  impeachments,  ought  iame  opinion  he  ever  was,  that 
to  be  fati&fied  with  having  got  the  nation  could  not  profper, 
the  places  of  thofe,  that  were  till  they  had  brought  thofe  to' 
impeached  ;  which,  indeed,  juilice,  who  betrayed  its  allies 
feemtd  to  be  what  they  had  in  fo  fcandalous  a  manner,  and 
principally  in  view.  That  the  brought  it  to  the  brink  of  ruin : 
truth  of  this  appeared  evidently  And  that  he  would  venture  his 
from  the  behaviour  of  the  gen-  life  in  this  profecu lion.'  This 
tlcman,  who  was  the  moft  for-  fpeech  had  (o  much  weight,  that 
ward  tiiid  active  in  the  impeach*  it  was  carried  without  mviding, 
meats,  whofe  warmth  was  very  That  the  meflage  be  fcnt  to  the* 
much  nbatcd  fmce  he  was  out  of  lord;.                         .    . 

Twelve 
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Twelve  days  were  fufficient.    The  lords  Trevor,  Harcourt,  Geo.  K 
and  others,  infifled  that,  the  lords  having  fixed  a  day  for  the    1717. 
trial,  they  ou^ht  not  to  grant  any  farther  time :  But  the  duke     ■ 
c^Devomhires  motion  for  twelve  days  was  carried  by  feven- 

2 -fix  againfi  fifty- feven ;  and  the  24th  of  June  was  appointed 
r  the  day  of  trial,  of  which  notice  was  fent  to  die  com^-^ 
mons. 

Upon  this  the  commons,  to  let  it  be  ieen  diat  they  reiblved 
to  go  on  with  the  trial,  voted  the  preparatory  orders,  and  ap- 
pointed the  committee,  with  four  other  members,  to  be  the 
managers  to  make  good  the  articles  of  impeachment. 

On  the  24th  of  June,  the  lord  high-fteward,  with  the 
houfe  of  peers,  pafled  to  the  court  prepared  for  them  in  Weft- 
miofter  Hal],  when  the  commons  were  prefent,  as  a  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  houfe,  their  managers  coming,  firft,  and  ta- 
king their  places.  The  king,  the  prince,  and  princeis  of 
VST  ales,  were  feated  in  boxes,  as  were  the  reft  of  the  royal 
£unily,  and  the  foreign  minifters.  All  things  beingprepaied, 
and  filence  proclaimed,  the  earl  of  Oxfoid,  who  had  been 
brought  from  the  Tower  by  Water  to  Weftminftcr,  was  con- 
duced to  the  bar  by  the  deputy-lieutenant  of  the  Tower, 
having  the  axe  carried  before  him  by  the  gendeman-jailor  of 
the  Tower,  who  ftood  with  it  on  the  left  hand  of  the  prifo* 
ner,  with  die  edge  turned  from  him.  Then,  the  articles  of  m 
impeachment  *  were  read,  with  the  earl's  anfwer,  and  the «  ^^ 
relocation  of  the  commons.  After  which  the  lord  high-  429. 
fieward  addrefted  himfelf  thus  to  the  4)rifoner  (after  having 
mendoned  the  ufual- way  of  exhordng  perfons  in  his  condition 
as  to  their  behaviour)  :  '  But,  confidering  the  many  great 
offices  your  lordihip  has  borne  in  the  ftate,  your  long  expe* 
rience  and  known  learning  in  all  parliamentary  proceedings, 
I  cannot  but  think  it  would  be  improper  for  me  to  fpeak  to 
your  lordihip  in  that  manner.'  Mr.  Hampden,  one  of  the 
managers,,  then  made  a  long  (peech,  which  ended.  Sir  Jo- 
feph  Jekyll  ftood  up,  in  order  to  make  good  the  firft  article 
of  the  impeachment ;  but,  the  lord  Harcourt  having  fignified 
to  the  lords,  that,  before  the  managers  proceeded  iarther,  he 
had  a  motion  to  make,  they  adjourn^  to  their  own  houfe, 
and  the  commons  returned  to  theirs. 

As  foon  as  the  peers  were  come  to  their  houfe,  the  lord 
Harcourt^reprefented,  <  Tliat  the  going  through  all  the  arti- 
cles of  impeachment  would  take  up  a  great  deal  of  time  t« 
litde  purpole  ;  for,  if  the  commons  could  make  good  the  two 
arddes  for  high-treafon^  the  earl  of  Oxford  would  forfeit 

K  3  bodi 
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Geo.  L  both  life  sCnd  eftate,  and  there  would  be  an  .end  of  the  matter  } 
17 17-  whereas  the  proceeding,  in  the  method  the  commons  pro- 
>■'■■■'  ■  '■  poied,  would  draw  the  trial  into  a  prodigious  length :  Urging, 
that  it  would  be  a  great  hardlhip  upon  a  peer,  who  had  aT"* 
ready  undergone  (b  long  a  confinement,  to  appear  every  day 
at  their  bar  like  a  traitor,  and  be,  at  laft,  found  guilty  only 
of  high  crimes  and  mifilemeanors  :'  And  therefore  tie  moved. 
That  the  commons  might  not  be  admitted  to  proceed,  till 
judgment  was  firft  given  upon  rfie  articles  for  high-treafon. 
The  lord  Harcourt  was  fupported  by  the  lord  Trevor,  and 
the  earls  of  Anglefea  and  Nottingham.  But  the  lord  Parker 
^nfwered  them,  ^  That,  in  all  courts  of  judicature,  it  is  the 
Ufual  and  conftant  method  to  go  through  all  the  evidence» 
before  judgment  be  given  upon  any  part  of  the  accufatlon  : 
Tha,t,  tiidu^h  the  houfe  of  peers  be  the  fupreme  court  of  the 
kingdom,  yet  it  has  ever  a  regard  to  the  rules  of  equity  and 
juftice,  aha  even  to  the  forms  obferyed  in  the  courts  below. 
And,  as  for  the  prtfoner's  appearing  in  the  abjed  condition  of 
a  traitor,  it  was1>ut  a  piece  of  formality,  which  did  him  no 
manner  of  hurt,  and  to  which  perfons  of  the  higheft  rank 
had  ever  fubmitted,  in  order  to  dear  their  innocence/  The 
earl  of  Sunderland,  the  lord  Coningfby,  and  the  lord  Cado- 
gan  fpoke  on  the  fime  iide.  Buttne  dukes  of  Buckingham 
and  Argyle,  the  earl  of  Tlay,  the  bifiiop  of  Rochefter,  the 
lord  North  and  Grey,  the  lord  Townfliend,  and  feveral 
others  having  ftrenuoufly  fupported  the  lord  Harcourt's  moti- 
on, it  was  carried  in  the  af&mative  by  a  majority  of  eighty- 
eight  againft  fifty-fix. 

This  refolution  l)eing  declared  to  the  managers  at  the 
lords  return  to  the  hall.  Sir  William  Thompfon  replied, 
♦  That  they  conceived  it  tp  be  fo  much  the  undoubted  right 
of  the  commons  to  ptoceed  in  their  own  method,  in  maintc*' 
nance  of  the  articles  exhibited  by  them,  and  did  app^-ehen^, 
that  this  refolution  of  their  lordflirps  might  be  of  fatal  confe- 

Juence  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  all  the  commons  of 
jreat  Britain,  that  they  could  i^ot  take  iipon  them  to  pro* 
ceed  any  further,  without  reforting  to  the  ho^ie  of  commo;^s 
for  their  dtre^ion  therein. 

Upon  this  proceeding,  conferenpes,  fearchine;  for  prece- 
dents, and  the  lik^  methods  of  nianaging  fuch  difputes  t^k 
up  fome  days;  and  in  particular,  on  the  2i7tbofJun^,  the 
commons  at  a  conference  delivered  a  paper,  containii^  thpc 
reafons  for  aflertin^  it  as  their  undoubted^  right  tp  im^ch,  a 
peer  either  £or  bi^h-trciafon^'  or  for  high  cxiipes  apd,  Quf^ 

'  *  *  demeanors. 


V. 
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fleinealion,  or,  if  they  fee  cccafion,  to  mix  1>5th  in  the  Geo.  /• 

fiuiiea€Ctifiition(c).  'I7i7- 

Thfe 


(g)  The  fkper  Wfts  Us  fbl- 
loivs: 

<  The  commom  having  taken  . 
into  their  ooniideratbn  your 
lordihips  refbludon  commiinica* 
ted  to  their  managers  relating 
CO  the  proceedings  on  the  triSi. 
of  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and 
earl  Mortimer ;  and  b^g  de* 
firoos,  as  far  as  in  them  Ges» 
to  maintain  a  good  corxieibon* 
dence  withyoor  lonUhips;  nave 
defired  this  conference,  and 
kave  commanded  ns  to  acqaaint 
yoor  tordfhipy  that  d&ey  con« 
caave  it  to  be  the  undoobted 
fright  of  the  commons  to  im- 
^peach  a  peer,  either  for  high- 
treaibB,  or  for  high  crimes  and 
aniMemcaners ;  or»  if  they  fee 
occafioUf  to  mix  both  the  cfht 
fuid  the  other  in  die  £uiie  acca- 
&t]9n. 

The  impeachment  preferred 
«gainft  Aobett  earl  of  Osdbrd 
and  earl  Mortimer  is  one  con- 
tinoed  accniation,  confiMng  of 
hi^h  crimes  and  mifdemeanorsy 
4na  alio  of  charges  of  high-trea- 
fcn.  The  fadts,  on  which  the 
airtides  preceding  diofe  of  faigh- 
trealbn  are  gronnded,  are  laid 
together  ia  order  of  time,  and 
fbliow  one  another  fncceffively,' 
ia  the  manner  they  were  com- 
mitted. 

As  the  commons  thought  this 
^  moft  natural  method  for  ex- 
Jhibiting  the  ieveral  articles  a- 
gainft  the  faid  earl,  they  were 
of  opinion,  that  they  (hoold pro- 
ceedia  the  proof  of  thefe  ieve- 
lal  fiids  after  the  bait  method, 
fince  it  b  manifisft,  that,  in  lay- 
iagopca  the  ooitrfe  of  foch  a 


tvric'ked  hdihtnif!r^t}on,  ihe  pfel 
ceding  {$aYts  of  it  '^iVb  light  to 
thofe  which  follow;  Una  that 
the  proof  of  the  feyerd  articles 
of  high  crimes  and  mtiHemear 
nors  would  naturally  lead  to  the 
proof  of  thole  of  high-treafon. 

Your  lordihips  received  thefe 
ieveral  articles  of  impeachioiie'ni^, 
withottt  msiking  any  exce)>(io^ 
againft  th^  form,  in  which  they 
were  exhibited.  The  hAd  earl 
made  his  anfwer  to  them  in  the 
&me  order,  and  has  no  whe^ 
kfiited  to  be  tried  in  any  other 
method :  So  that  the  commons 
arefurprifed  to  Ikd  a  fi6p  p^ 
to  thefa-  profecution  by  an  bb- 
jeAion,  which  has  never  bee^ 
Parted  by  the  laid  earl,  and 
which  your  lordfhips  had  g^V^ft 
them  fo  little  realbn  to  expfeft. 

To  diis  muft  be  added.  That 
as  die  commons  only  are  lliaf^ 
ters  of  the  evidence,  and  as  tip- 
on  that  account  they  are  beft 
able  to  determine  what  t^ 
charge  iirft,  and  what  nej^t ;  Co 
they  are  moft  proper  to  deter- 
mine in.  what  method  to  pro- 
ceed for  the  advantage  of  the 
profecution,  in  the  event  of 
which  all  the  commons  of 
Great  Britain  are  fo  highly  con- 
cerned. 

To  which  they  further  add, 
that  they  fee  no  reafon,  but  that 
yonr  lordihips  may  as  well  in- 
vert the  whole  order  of  the  ar- 
ticles, as  to  prefcribe  to  the 
commons  thoie  particular  arti- 
cles, on  which  they  are  firfl  to 
proceed  ;  which  will  neceilarily 
produce  fuch  a  confuiion,  botn 
m  the  iafts  and  evidettce>  as  is 
K  4  by 
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Geo.  I.       This  paper:  being  dpbated  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  they  iii'- 
l^Jif*    Aflcdon  their  former  refolution,  that  the  commons  (hould 

r  not  proceed  till  judgment  was  given  upon  the  articles  of  high- 

treaion,  and  ordered  likewife  a  paper  of  reafons  in  fupport  of 
their  refolution  to  be  drawn  «p  and  delivered  to  the  commons 
3t  another  conference,  wherein  they  a0erted  it  to  be  a  right 
inherent  in  every  court  of  juflice  to  order  and  dire£l  fuch  me«- 
thods  of  proceedings  as  fuch  courts  {hall  think  fit  to  be  ob- 
fei ved,  4n  all  caufes  depending  before  them  (d}. 

Thus 


\>y  no  means  confiftent  with  that 
^learnefs  and  perfpicaity,  in 
which  the  commons  think  this 
affair  ought  to  appear. 

The  commonsy  apon  examin- 
ing precedents,  do  find  divers 
precedents  of  impeachments  for 
^i^h-tr^afon*   and  other  high 
crimes   and  mifilemjeanors,    in 
the  fame  accufatipn;    and  do 
.not  findy  that  the  lords  ever  ob- 
jedled  to  fuch  proceedings,  or 
^ver  gave  judgment  upon  any 
particular  article  of  an  impeach- 
inent,  before  the  co|nmons  had 
£Ope  through  I    and  concluded 
Sieir  evidence  upon  all  the  arti- 
cles, or  fo  many  of  thf  m  as  they 
thought  fit :  And  the  commons 
are  at  a  }o($  to  conceive  what 
arguments,   or  precedents,  can 
be  brought  to  fupport  the  refo- 
lution pf  your  lordfhips,  to  give 
judginent  upon  one  part  of  th/e 
fame  accufation,    relerving  the 
other  p^rt  for  a  fpbfequent  trial, 
as  they  are  to  know  what  your 
lordihips  mean  ]>y  admitting  the 
commons  to  prpceed  vppn  th/e 
articles  of  high  crimes  and  mif- 
dcmeanors,  aftpr  tjie  judgment 
is  given  uporj    ijie  anicJes  of 
hign-treafon,      fuppofrng     the 
.judgment  proper  for  higjfi-itrea- 
fon  fhoul^  b^  given  againil  th^ 
faid  earl. 
For  thefe  rcafops  die  coni- 


ffions  aflert  It  as  their  ondoubtcd 
right  to  proceed  on  the  trial  of 
Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl 
Mortimer,  after  the  method,  in 
which  their  managers  were  pro- 
ceeding, when  interrupted  by 
your  lordfhips  refolution.' 

(d)   The  paper  was  as  fol* 
lows : 

*  Their  lordfhips,  in  order  to 
preferve  a  good  correipondenoe 
with   the   houfe   of  commons 
(which  they  fhall  always  endea- 
vour to  do,  as  far  as  lies  in  their 
power)  have  defired  this  con- 
ference upon  the  fubje£i>matter 
of  the  latt  conference,  and  hav« 
direded  us  to  acquaint  you,  that 
their  lordfhips  judge  it  a  right 
inherent  in  every  court  of  jui^ 
tice,  to  order  and  dired  fuch 
methods  of  proceedings,  as  fuch 
courts  fhall  think  fit  to  be  ob- 
feryed  in  all  caufe^  depending 
before  them ;   which  can  have 
no  influence  to  the  prejudice  of 
juilice,  and  where  fuch  methods 
of  proceedings  are  not  otherwife 
fettled  by  any  pofidve  rule.  The 
power  of  judicature  on  all  im- 
peachments being  a  right  un- 
queflionably  inherent   in-  their 
lordfhips,  and  it  not  being  de- 
termined by  any  pofidve  nile, 
whether  the  hoafe  of  commons 
may  proceed  to  make  ^ood  the 
feycril   axdcks   cxhikt^d  fat 
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Thus  far  the  two  houfes  carried  on  their  debate  with  fosie  Geo.  L 
calmnefiy    but  they  grew  warmer  the  next  day,  when  the     1717. 

commons^  mmmmmm 

bigh-treafon ;  and  there  being    bar»  the  detaining  in  cuftody  a 
no  precedent,  where  the  com-    peer  fo  accufed,  and 'repeated 
nions,    Qpon  the  trial  of  any    commitments  of  him    to  the 
fuch  impeachment,    attempted    Tower  durio|^  the  time  of  fuch 
to  proceed,  in  the  firft  place,  to    trial,  and  fubje^ng  a  peer  to  a$ 
make  good  any  of  the  articles    ignominious  drcumftances  on  his 
contained  in  fuch  impeachments    trial,  as  if  he  was  then  on  his 
lor  high  crimes  and  mifdemea-    trial  on  articles  for  high-treafon : 
Bors ;  their  lordlhips  coniider-    Whereas  a  peer,  on  nis  txitH  oa 
ing  the  nature  of  the  impeach-    articles  for  mifdemeanors  only* 
ment   now  depending    before    ought  not  to  be  deprived  of  Jus 
them,  and  the  method,  wherein    liberty,    nor  ieaueflered   from 
the  managers  for  the  houfe  of   parliament,  and  is  in  titled  to  the 
commons  were   beginning    to    privilege  of  iitting  within  the 
proceed  upon  the  trial,  to  make    oar  during  the  whole  time  of 
good  the   firft  article  thereof,    his  trial :  in  all  which  particu- 
which  is  a  charge  for  high  crimes    lars,  the  known  rule  of  proceed- 
and  mifdemeanors  only  ;   and    ings  in  fuch  cafes  may  be  eva- 
fWo  confidering  the  verv  difFe-    ded,    ihould  a  peer  be  brought 
rent  methods  of  proceeaing  on    to  his  trial  on  feveral  articles 
^n  impeachment  of  a  peer  for    exhibited  againfl  him  on  high 
high-trea(bn,  as  well  before  as    crimes  and  mifdemeanors  and 
nj)on  the  trial  thereof,  and  the    hightr>eafon    mixed   together, 
circumftances  attending  fuch  a    and  the  commons  be  admitted 
trial,  thought  themielves  obliged    to  proceed,  in  order  to  make 
to  come  to  the  refolutlon  com-    good  the  articles  for  high  crimes 
jnunicated  to  the  commons  on    and  mifdemeanors,  before  judg- 
the  24th  i;iflant,  as  well  for  the    ment  be  given  upon  the  articles 
doing  juilice  in  the  cafe  depend-    for  high- treafon.     Their  lord- 
Sng  Mfore  them,  as  for  the  pre-    fhips  have  fully  coniidered  the 
venting  a  new  precedent  to  be    matters  offered  to  them  by  the 
made  on  this  trial ;  in  confe-    houfe  of  commons,  at  the  laft 
quence  whereof,  a  new  and  un-    conference  relating  to  the  pro- 
juflifiable  form  of  proceeding    ceedin^s  aeainfl  Robert  earl  of 
againfi  a  peer,    upon  an  im-    Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer;  and 
peachment  for  high-treafon  and    their  lordihips  are  fully  fatisfied, 
mVh  crimes,  might  be  introdu-     That  the  refoludon,  they  have 
ced  at  his  trial  upon  fhofe  arti-    taken  and  communicated  to  the 
cies,  in  which  he  is  charged  for    commons  on  the  24th  inflant,  is 
high  crimes  and  mifdemeanors    juflandreafonable;  and  that  the 
only,  to  the  prejudice  of  the    houie  of  commons  are  not  put 
peerage  of  Great  Britain  in  all    under  any  real  inconvenience 
^me  to  come,  viz.  The  trying  a    thereby,    in  carrying  on  their 
peer  on  articles  for  high  crimen    prefent  profecution*  Their  lord* 
^d  nifikineaiHif  9^  wiSioat  the    fliips  have  commanded  us  to  let 

yon 
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Geo.  I.  coininon89  having  confidered  the  paper  delivered  to  them  by 
t7t7«  the  lords,  fent  a  meflage  to  defire  a  free  conference,  and  the 
■■  ■  ■  ■  lords  refufed  it ;  and  now  the  party  for  the  earl  of  Oxford 
began  to  fee  his  deliverance  at  hand,  for  the  lords,  reftifing 
to  grant  the  commons  a  free  conference,  fet  the  two  houfes 
into  a  new  difpute,  and  put  the  wifhed-for  agreement  ^bout 
the  trial  quite  out  of  the  queftion. 

This  refufal  of  a  free  conference  was  urged  inthehoule 
cf  lords  upon  the  foundation,  That  it  was  a  point  ofiudica* 
ture  in  which  the  commons  had  no  concern,  at  lei^  thejr 
ooiild  not  admit  it  to  be  debated ;  and  hmc  precedents  wero 
brought,  in  which  die  commons  had  denied  the  peers  a  fietf 
conference,  as  in  money-bills,  in  which  the  fame  reifohs) 
'  were  given>  namely.  That  it  was  a  money-bill,  in  which  the 
lords  had  no  right  to  make  any  amendment.  Thefe  things 
were  going  on  to  great  heights,  and,  the  commons  defiring  a 
conference  upon  this  fubjea,  Aty  gave  in  a  paper  to  the  ma* 
Aagers  for  the  peers,  wherein  they  infifted  that  it  was  not  a 
point  of  judicature,  but  a  point  relating  only  to  the  profecu- 
tion  of  the  commons,  and  therefore  a  free  conference  ought 
not  to  be  denied  (e). 

The 


ytm  know,  that  they  do  infill 
on  their  faid  refolucion,  viz. 
That  the  commons  be  not  ad- 
mitted to  proceed,  in  order  to 
make  good  the  articles  againft 
Itobert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl 
Monimery  for  high  crimes  and 
mifdemeanorsy  till  judgment 
be  firfl  given  upon  the  articles 
for  high-treafon/ 

(e)  The  paper  was  thus  : 
*  The  commons  having  taken 
into  confideration  vour  lordfliips 
mefiage,  viz.  *  xKat  your  lord- 
fhips  did  not  think  fit  to  five  a 
free  conference  on  the  fuojedl- 
matter  of  tlie  lall  Conference, 
as  was  defired  by  the  commons :' 
And  they  being  ftill  defirous,  to 
the  utmoft  or  their  power,  to 
prefcrvc  a  good  correlpondence 
with  your  lordihips,  have  aiked 
this  conference ;  and  have  com- 
manded us  to    acquaint  your 


lordihips,  that  they  are  very 
much  furpriied  to  find  your 
lordihips  aeny  a  free  conference, 
after  your  lordfhips  have  already 
agreed  to  a  conference  defired 
by  the  commons  on  the  fame 
fubjedl-matter,  and  after  your 
lordfhips  have,  on  yOur  parts, 
alio  defired  a  conference  upon 
the  fame  fubjeA.  That  me 
conferences  are  the  mofl  ancient 
and  eilabliihed  methods  for  ad- 
juiling  the  differences,  that  have 
at  any  time  arifen  between  iht 
two  hoofes,  and,  as  the  com- 
mons conceive,  is  the  only  me- 
thod to  preferve  a  good  corre- 
fpondence  between  them  on  fuch 
occafions,  which,  at  this  time, 
is  of  the  hiffheft  importance,  be- 
canfe  a  mimaderflanding  on  this 
account  would  tend  to  defeat 
the  trial  of  the  impeachment  of 
the  commons.    That  the  com- 

mons 
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Tbft  loxds,  though  nxwf  of  them  ^imt  tmJou^  (or  biv^  Qe#.  L 
iog  on  the  tiial,  yet  bei^g  tender  of  the  priyile^  of  the    17 17* 
peers,  and  fatisfied  that  the  oomnions  were  in  the  wrongs  ,^^^,mm 
fcfolved  tt>  infift  upon  it»  that  thejr  plight  not  to  grant  them 
a  free  conference  ppon  this  fulged  i  and,  having  put  thft 
queftioA  again  in  dieir  koufc^  it  pafled,  not  to  grant  a  free 
conference,  which  was  fignified  to  the  comnmis. 

This  meflaj^e  put  the  houie  of  cooxmons  in  a  flame^  and 
feveral  warm  Speeches  were  made  on  the  occafion  hj  Mr* 
Stanhope,  Mr.  Craggs,  Mr.  Tufnel,  and  others  (  Mr.  liecb* 
mere  <  lamented  the  unhaj]{)7  dilemma  to  which  they  were 
brought,  either  to  fee  fo  great  an  oiiender  as  the  earl  of  Ok* 
lord  efcape  unpuniibed,  or  tp  aojuiefix  in  proceeding  on  'hit 
trial  in  the  manner  prefcribed  by  the  lords.'  He  faid,  '  He 
thought  the  latter  more  eligible  of  the  two,  with  a  faving  to 
tl>e  rights  and  privileges  of  the  commons,  and  therefore  made 
a  motion  for  it/  He  was  fupported  by  Mr.  Hampden,  and 
feveral  other  members,  but  his  motion  was  rejedied,  Thea 
a  m^ge  was  brought  from  ihe  lords,  that  they  intended 
prefently  to  proceed  on  the  trial  of  the  earl.  The  commons 
took  no  notice  of  this  meflage  (f).  However,  feeing  the 
lords  were  reiplved  to  proceed,  the  houfe  adjourned.  It  was 
fllggefted,  this  adjournment  was  ordered,  that  they  might 
i|ot  receive  any  more  meflages  about  it,  or  be  ient  to  from 
the  Hall  to  appear  at  the  trial. 

It  appears  from  the  debates  above-mentioned,  that  thefe 
things  were  not  carried  thus  without  fome  variety  of  opinions 
and  motions.  Some,  who  were  zealous  for  bringing  a  sreat 
offender  (and  fuch  they  accounted  the  earl  to  be)  to  juuice^ 
were  fpr  quitting  the  nicety  they  contended  for,  and,  not 
doubting  but  they  Ihould  be  able  to  make  good  the  charge  of 
lugh^tr^iibn  againft  him,  were  for  givine  the  lords  the  point 
zjn/i  proceeding.  But  others,  no  lels  zealous  for  juilice,  and 
as  much  convinced  of  the  earl's  guilt,  were  yet  of  opinion^ 
that  they  ought  not  to  make  any  precedent,  which  might  he 
xfcd  by  pofterity  to  the  difadvantage  of  the  commons,  and  in 

inon$  conceived  dearly,  that  the  the  trial.     For  which  xeafbns 

fobjc^-matter  of  the  kft  confe-  the  commons    conceive,    that 

rence  is  not  a  point  of  judica-  your  lordihips  ought  not  to  have 

twe,  but  a  point  vdating  only  denied  them  a  me  conference 

to  the  pro&cation  of  the  com-  i^n  the  fabjed-matter  of  the 

flpm^    It  havipg  wfca  before  laft  conference.* 
aiiy  quitter  of  judgment  had       (f)  It  b  iaid,  fome  moved' 

cpm  before  you  loimbip  upon  not  to  receive  it.    Annals. 

pre- 


n 
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Jk  ^  ^-JL  hut^^  ^*^  *^"'^  proceed  in  the 

ifi     gt0€h^  ^  ^^''^^Idb'cc,  ^  prefcrvt  die  privileges  of 

f^  ^  Sn£^  cirtA?^*  ^ ^teir  Msice&ors  had  done  before  them. 

{7^  fbeir  boale  endre,^  propofcd  to  proceed  by  wa^  of  atta*inder  5 

^'"^^    ^^  ^^iVMSm^^^  ^^^^  *^>  though  in  other  words, 

ff^  ^^f    g  1^  ffiven  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to  inflid  pains  and 


01 


'^^^^ Robert  c^rl  of  Oxford,  as  his  traitcrous  pra&ices 
^^^''%emesLnors  defence,  and  as  (hall  be  thought  reafonablc.* 
^'''hred a  h/gh  debate,  which  ended  in  an  adjournment  to 

Inthe  in^^n  time,  the  lords  proceeded  to  the  formalities  of 
fndicatwre-    They  went  down  to  the  Hall,  took  their  places, 
^mdered  the  carl  to  be  brought  to  the  bar,  and  made  proclama- 
tion for  h'ts  accufers  to  appear,  and  make  good  the  impeach-* 
inent  againA  him.     After  this,  the  court  mt  perfe£Uy  filent, 
jis  if  expeAing  the  commons  (hould  appear.    This  filence  held 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  when  the  lords  adjourned  to 
their  houfe,  where  the  queftion,  that  the  earl  (hould  be  ac- 
quitted, pafied  in  the  affirmative,,  after  fome  debate.     Then 
die  houfe  returned  to  the  Hall,  where,  one  or  two  excepted, 
they  all  gave  their  votes  for  the  difcharge  of  the  earl  of  Ox- 
fbcd,  who  was  immediately  fet  at  liberty.     It  was  obferved, 
moft  of  the   Whig  lords  retired,  before  the  peers  went  the 
Iftft  time  to  the  Hall,  fo  there  were  not  above  a  hundred  and 
feven  who  gave  their  votes.      - 

Thus  ended  this  affair:  And  it  is  plain,  the  earl  owed  hia 
difcharge  not  only  to  the  difputes  between  the  two  houfes, 
but  alfo  to  the  late  changes  in  the  miniftry ;  without  which 
the  earl  of  Nottingham,  the  duke  of  Arg^le,  the  eari  of  Hay, 
die  duke  of  Devonfhire,  and  the  lord  Town(hend,  would 
certainly  not  have  been  in  the  number  of  his  friends.  How- 
ever, the  commons  did  not  reft  here.  For,  though  Sir  Wil- 
liam Strickland's  bill  for  infli£ling  pains  and'  penalties  on  the 
carl  was  not  feconded,  yet,  to  mew  their  rcfentment  at  this 
proceeding,  they  refolved  that  the  king  (hould  be  addrefled, 
to  except  him  out  of  the  A£i  of  Graces  which  was  intended 
to  be  brought  into  the  houfe  (g).    The  king  had  likewife 

two 


(g)  As  this  addrefs  (which 
was  prefented  by  the  whole 
houfe  on  the  fifth  of  July)  fets 
forth  the  joil  reibntment  of  the 
commons,  it  is  here  inferted 
with  the  king's  anfwer  ij 


Moft  gracious  (bvereign, 

<  We  your  majefty's  moft 
faithful  fubjefis,  the  commons 
of  Qreat-Britain  in  parliament 
aiTembled,  do  moft  humbly  re« 

pre* 
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two  da^  before,  upon  information  that  the  earl  ofOxfotd  Qeo,  I^ 
dcfignod  to  come  to  court,  thought  fit  to  forbid  him.  lyij.  ^ 

The  I 

wefeot  to  your  majefty.  That,  addrefiedferbyparliameii^wia: 
m  our  iaipeachmcnt  exhibited  eluded  by  a  treacherous  coniii«»     .    . 
againft  Rooert  pari  of  Oxford  vauce,  asthemakingof a  new. 
and  earl  Mordmery  we  did  iet  czaal  at  Mardyke ;  and  the  fe* 
forth,  That  he  the  faki  earl  did  curity  which  wa^  prooofed,  by.                 > 
traiteroufly  adhere  to»  aid  and  removing  the  jpretenaer  out  o( 
abet  the  late  French  king,  then  France,  was,  m  ihe  like  man^ 
an  enemy  to  her  late  majefly,  ner,    evaded  by  a  treacherous' 
and  did  begin  and  carry  on  a  connivance   at  hi^  reiiding  ui 
dandcitine  and  ieparate  corre-  Lorrain. 
^>ODdence  and  negotiation  with  It  is'  owing  to  ybnr'majeily'a 
die  miniffer  of  the  faid  French  unwearied  endeavours    for  the 
king ;  in  confoquence  of  which  good  of  your  fubjeAs,  and  diaa 
it  h  evident,  that  great  part  of  juft  regard  which  is  paid  to  your 
the  forces  maintained  at  the  ex-  majefty  by  foreign  princes  and 
pence  of  fo  much  Britiih  trea-  dates,  that  we  ^e  ourfelves  de« 
lure,     in   order  to  reduce  the  livered,  in  a  great  degree,  hont 
power  of  France  ;  as  likewife  the  effe£b  of  theie  nernicious 
groat   part  of  the  fame  end,  meafures,  which  might  other- 
were,  in  reality,  made  fubfer->  wife  have  proved  faul  ttf  your 
vient  and  inftrumental  to  awe  kinedoms  :  But  as  we  rened^ 
die  good  allies  of  her  inajefty  wfch  equal  gradtude  and  admi* 
into  a  compliance  with  the  hard  ration,  on  your  majefly'i  being 
terms  didated  by  France.    The  '  able    to  retrieve  fach   mifcar* 
aahappy  Catalans  were  aban-  riapes,    efpedally  in    a   time 
doned  ;    the  emperor,  empire,  which  has  been  difturbed  by  pub- 
andkingof  Portugal,  were  left  lie  tumults  and  rebellion;  we* 
to  treat  for   themfelves  ;    the  think  it  is  a  great  aggravation  of 
kingdom  of  Sicily  was  given  to  guilt  in  tho&  who  gave  up  fo 
the  duke  of  Savoy,  asv  an  in-  many  national  advantages,  at  a 
ducement  and  reward  to  him  for  time  when  they  laboured  under 
quitting  the  common  eaufe,  in  no  fuch  difiiculties  at  home,  and 
aire£^  defiance  and  violation  of  when  the  continued  fuccefies  of 
the  grand  alliance,  and  of  the  along  and  glorious  war  had  put 
declared  fonfe  of  moft  of*  our  them  into  a  condition  of  gain* 
good  allies,  and  efpecially  of  ing  the  moll  beheiicial    terms 
oie  Dutch,   who,  to  this  day,  from  the  enemy. 
have  never  afiented  to  that  con-  Your  faithful  commons  did 
dition  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  likewife   exhibit  fevcral   other* 
A  ihameful  and  dilhonourable  charges  again fl  the  faid  earl,  re-                            «^jiH 
treaty  of  peace  was  at  lafl  con-  prefenting  him,  in  many  noto-                           f^^ 
duded,  by  which  impracticable  rious  inllances,  as  a  perion  who ' 
terms  of  trade  were  impofed  on  had  abu fed  the  truft  and  confix 
Great  Britain  ;  the  demolition  dence  which  her  late  roajefty: 
of  Dunkirk,  which  had   been  had  repofed  in  him,  and  facri^ 

ficed 
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QecH-L     TbeiaSdi^now^  dcdtir  ttmanb  an  end,  the  touli»  wm^ 

1717^    chiefly  txai^yoi  iti^iitiHUumthff  bHkrdiat  wete  de^diiig^ 

*■     ■       wMcn,  on  the  15th  of  July,  the  carl  of  Sunderland  delivered^ 

A&  of       iu  ^ijg  houfc  of  peers,  the  Aft  of  Grace,  which  the  king  had 

jS^l^.     tnmvMiti  kit  4)eft:h-of  tht  6lh  <ifAAiy.    It  was  itniim^ 

FT. H. L.    dianlf  MRi'4ttid:  paflUI^. atid^thenr  feint doWtdtfae  kbo<e d# 

comUDndr  Wfaws'  ir  iMt<  wMv  the  like  dil^tdift 
Thefeffion      Mthings*  Bring  i^aftfy*,  chb  kingcaitie  thtfattie  (h^,  iii* 
?J^         dte  afiftnaooa,  to  tfirhodfeof  peers,  m±  having givfcn'  th^' 
Pr.  H.^ c.   iti)^a]'  afSnr  tio'  aKl  tH^  bills,  dof^  ^e  ftflton  with  the  fdtlbw:: 

uig;>  ipeech,  which  ws&'  r^d  t6  l>oHi  houles  by  the  lord* 

chaa9e^ol:^ 

• 
^  Mf  ioidy  and  gentknMbn, 

The  king's  •  Y  GannorpM  »pend'tO'diisfeffion^ithiRiteiqpa«ffing'iffyi 
fpcccb,.      «  Jj  jirtijiy^;  |^>  y^i  1^  tUe  difjMiteh  y^  hive  given-  to  the* 

^imbKr  tKiffi«eft^  and  declaring-  the  fttisl^ion  I  pttmnfe 
*"in?fdfinf  mtetittg- yiott  agafin  early' the' next  winter,  with 
^  the  fkmc^  good  dliponfioiis  fbr  thcf  ftrvicfe  of  your  countrjr. 

^  Ther'nueafiires,,  we  have  taken  in  this  parliament,  have» 
^  hsfrtko  Uei&ng>of  Almiglity  God^  eflS^dually  defeated  alt 

fie»dth6koiioiMrofhi6f«ve«eigt»ft'  andUeari  Monsmer  out  of  difr 
aodthe^ood  ofherpeof^-tor  si£l<ifg^aoiB,  which  yoor  ma^ 
nmtcriviewsofinttnftaadaia''  jcftj  ha^  beat'gradeuly  pleafedx 
Mian.  ^  to  pf^nufe  fioar  the  throne,  t» 

Yourtfaithfaicomnloiii  haita-   theeii4the(Miiifii0Q6inay  be-at 
noCfbee^wantiiieia thoireAdea-    liberty  to  jprocee4  9gtaa&  tbs: 
WMfs  to/ bring  uie  faid  earl  to*  faid   esfl  in  a  paituuMiittujn 
jvftiae  ;  but,  oy  reatba  of  the    way.' 
UBhappy  di^rencet  that  have, 

ia  due  proceeding*  arifen  be«    To  thi»  addrefi  his  majeiW.  waa* 
tiraen  the  two  hoafes,  v/t  have        pleaded  ta  return  the  follow*' 
found  onrfelves  diiappoinied  of       ing  anfwer  : 
oar  juilexpedlationy  and  reduced 
to  the  neceflity  either  of  ^ving  '  Geatleoien, 

np  rights  and  privileges  of  the        <  I  will  give  dire^ions^in  re* 
higheft  importance  to  all  the    latton  to  the  earl  of  Oxford*  as* 
commons  of  Great-Britain,  or    yoiidefire;  and  it  is  widi  plea- 
feeing  this  ^reat  offender efcape    lure  I  obferve  the  fenfe  es^ref- 
with  impunity  for  the  prefent.      fed  in  your  addrefs  of  my  en^ 

Fortheiereaibns,  we  do  moil    deavours  for  the  fecurity,  ho*, 
humbly  befeech  your  majefty,    nour,  and  advantage  of  thefe 


that  your  majefty  wiil  be  ple&fed    kingdoms.' 
tocxcept  Robert  earl  of  Oxford 


thr 
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•  tiie attso^ts  of  om;  e^oauea,  boih  sm  honiQ  aadb  aibcoad':  Gco^.  L 

<  Aiul»   aS;  the  pdiKc^IeSy   on  HKhich  ihofis  mfiafiiww  a»    i^irju 
^  kuaM%  4re  eqii^y  ooiiducive  to  the  fiippMrdii^  the  jqft  ■       i      n 

<  rights  of  die  crown  and  the  liberties  of  the  peofHe,  I[  mM 
^  always  perifevierc.ia  them  pfkjfclfy  and  diflinguifii  thofi  who  . 

<  adh^ne  ta  dtem  witb  the  we  fleadine&  and  refoluHioiN. 

*  Gentleinen  of  tbe  houft  of  cotnmons) 

^  I  thank  jffUy  m  the  moft  affsftiomteaiafyiiBry  fonthe 
fuppUeayoUi  have  granted  me,  and  foe  thatoonftinc;  and 
zeai»  wnicb.  you  have  (hewn  in  icduoing  our  national 
debts,  notwitbfiandingthenkanjr.inoidentaand^ftpufklosit 
you  have  met  with  in  tfae<carrying  on^  of  tbat  gseat  wotll* 
As  you  have  fiirnifliedme  with-tfaemeanB  of>  difap^iming 
any  defignsof  a  foreign  enemy  agaoift  thefiimy>kihg^nis4 
fo  I  cannot  but  afcribq,  ina,  great  meaitiK^  w  happy  pio» 
fycSt  of  our  affairr  abroad  to  that  publie  fpirif ^.  wbtoh-  haa 
appeared  in  your  proceediim,  and  haa^coiMruiced  the  worlds 
that  no  infuiuations  or  artinces  can  divertyoa  front'  ycm 
duty  to  your  fov^reign,  and:  a^  difint^eAed-  regaid  to  yovr 
feUow-fubjeds. 

<  My  lords  and  gentlemen, 

<  It  is  with  great  pleafure,  that  I  ieethe.trBnqutUi^of  diA 
nation  fp  well  eftaUiflied,  as  to  admit,of«antA£t^of  Qrace^ 
which  I  have  long  defired  a  fit  opportunity  to  gran^.  I 
hope,  that  fuch  as  fhall,  by  this  means,  be  reftored  to  the 
enjoyment  of  iecurity,  and  the  protefKon  of  thoie  laws,' 
againfl  which  they  have  ofifended,  will  have  a  due  fenie  ot 
this  my  indulgence,  and  give  me  the  mofl  acceptable  rer 
turn  they  can  poffibly  make  me,  that  of  becoming  friends,! 
inflead  of  enemies  to  their  .country/ 

Then  the  parliament  was  prorogued  to  the  12th  of  Augttft,..^},^  ^^j-,, 
sind  afterwards  by  feveral  ptorogations,  to  the  2ifl  of  No-  ment  ii 
▼ember.  prorogtted. 

Thus  ended  this  feflion  of  parliament^  famoirs  for  the 
tranfadions  relating  to  the  earl  of  Oxford,  but  chiefly  for  lay- 
ing the  foundation  of  paying  tBe  public,  debts,  without  any. 
breach  of  parliamentary  credit. 

The  expedVation  of  the  A<St  of  Grace  had  long  agitated  the 
minds  of  people.    Some,  thioug^  their  imp9£ience  for  want 

.  qfr 
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Gca  L  of  it:  Others^  through  fear  of  being  excepted  out  of  ie;  sDuf  ^ 
X'jij.    others  through  their  diflike  of  the  general  tenor  of  it,  bad 
I  appeared  diflotisfied  about  it,   and  /poke  contemptibly  of 

it(y. 

j^fg/aoM^  of     ^"^^  ^^  ^  Grace  and  free  pardon  was  as  a  finifhing  to 

the  Aa  of  the  wbdc  tranfa&ion  of  the  rebellion,  and  therefore  it  wiU 

St^»*       not  be  improper  to  give  an  account  of  the  perfons  who  re* 

ceived  benefit  by  it,  and  alfo  of  thofe  who  were  excepted  Out 

of  it. 

.: The  exceptions  1>y  nalhe  were  no  more  than  the  earl'  of 
Oxford,  purfuant  to.  the  commons  addrefs,  lord  Harcourt^ 
Mr.  Prior,  Mr.  Thomas  Harlev,  and  Mr.  Arthur  Moor  J 
with  five  mean  perfons,  Crifp,  Nbdes,  O  Biyan,  Redmayne  , 
f the  printer)  and  Thompfon.  Befides  thefe,  the  aflafHnatorS 
in  Newnite  (confined  there  ever  fince  the  aflaffination-ploC 
in  kiilg  William's  reign)  were  alio  excepted  by  name.  The 
other  exceptions  were  but  five,  except  fuch  as  are  ufual  in 
aU  general  paidons.  No  A&  of  Grace  for  many  ages  paft, 
«  in  like  circumftaiices,  had  been  clogged  with  fewer  ex« 
<;eptions,  confidertng  the  number  of  rebels  then  abroad,  and 
tiieir  unwearied  diligence  to  difturb  the  peace  of  the  king- 
dom (i). 

As 


(h)  This  gave  ground  to  the 
Ibllowin?  expreffionin  a  treati(e 
pttbliihed  at  that  time,  <  That 

*  the  clemency  of  king  Georgre 

*  was  not  only  great  and  God- 

*  like»  but  even  extended  far- 

*  ther  than  that  of  God  himfelf.* 
For  ((ays  the  author)  God  Al- 
mighty, however  merciful  in 
his  nature,  has  yet  proclaimed 
pardon  to  none  but  the  peni- 
tent ;  whereas  king  George  has 
pardoned,  not  thofe  who  have 
repented  only,  but  even  thofe 
who  contemived  the  very  grace 
they  have  received,  and  infal- 
ted  the  kin^  that  forgave  them, 
feceiving  the  grace  with  un- 
thankfulnefs,  and  with  ungrate- 
ful reproaches  againil,  the  hand 
that  gave  it. 

(i)  Among  the  exceptions^ 
were  all  the  perfims  of  the  name 


and  clao  of  Macgregor,  men- 
tioned in  an  a£t  of  parliament 
in  Scotland,  in  the  firft  year  of 
king  ^haries  I.  It  feems  the 
family  or  clan  of  Macgreggrs, 
alias  Campbells,  had  been  in  re- 
bellion in  the  time  of  king 
James  I,  and  were  reduced 
fiut,  on  king  James's  death,  the^ 
took  up  arms  again,  not  fo 
much  on  any  ftate  account,  as 
to  plunder  Hhe  Low-Lands,  and 
injure  the  country ;  whereupon 
a  remarkable  ad  pafled  againft 
them.  By  this  ad  they  were 
all  at  the  age  of  iixteen  to  ap- 
pear before  the  privy-councils 
and  ^ive  furety  for  their  good 
behaviour;  and,  in  order  to 
their  extirpation,  no  miniflers, 
within  the  bounds  of  the  High- 
lands, were  to  baptize  any  male- 
child,  with  the  name  of  Gre- 

gor. 
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As  for  thoTe  who  received  the  benefit  of  it,  tbcy  were  firfl  Qeo.  I. 
the  lords  in  the  To^^•e^  under  fentence  of  death,  who  were    17 17. 
immediately  deiivered.     This  was  directed  by  an  exception  ■  ■ 

in  the  A£k  of  Grace,  namely,  ^  AH  perfons  impeached  in 
parli;3^mcnt  before  the  6th  of  May.  1717,  whofe  impeach- 
ment remain^  undetermined/  So  thdt  they  who  were  im* 
peached  for  rehellioq,  and,  boing  cqnviiSed,  were  under  fen- 
tence  of  death,  were  not,  by  this  article,  excepted,  becau(p 
th^  impeachn^ent  was  dpteripined  in  ^uv.  Confequentty,  the 
earl  of  Carny^arth,  with  tl^e  lords  Widdrington  and  Nairnc, 
peers,  ^n^emned  by  the  houfe  of  lords,  were  immediately 
difcharged.  The  lord  DufFus  was  continued  under  confine- 
ment, with  an  allo^'ance  of  3I.  a  week. 

Likewife  the  prifon-doors  were  fet  open  all  over  England : 
Seventeen  gentl^mpn,  under  fentence  of  death  in  Newgate, 
were  releafed ;  a$  alfo  a  great  many  in  the  MarHialfea  and 
Fleet,  and  in  the  hands  of  MeiTengers ;  and  not  only  thofe 
who  W9re  un4^  fentence,  but  feveral  others  who  were  not 

cried. 

](n  the  CJ^ftl^  of  Weft-Chefter,  about  two  hundred  prifoneis 
fallen  at  Prefton  were  fet  free,  none  being  detained  but  the 
lord  Charles  Murray,  fon  of  the  dukeof  Athol;  and  he  was 
4anly  refcrvcd  to  be  a  particularobje^of  the  king's  clemencyj, 
a  pardon  having  pafied  for  him  a  few  weekr  after.. 

In  like  manner  the  prifoners  in  the  caflle  of  Lancafter  were 
delivered :  thefe  were,  in  general,  the  common  fold iers  of  the 
rebels  i  the  reft  of  them  \^re  either  fent  to  the  plantations  at 
their  .own  requeft,  or  dead  in  prlfon,  or  had  made  their  eicape. 
The  prifoners  in  the  caftle  of  Carlifle,  being  twenty-fix  gen- 
demeh,  the  chief  of  the  difafFe£led  people  in  Scotland,  moft, 
if  not  all,  taken  in  aAual  rebellion,  and  under  fentence  of 
ideath,  ^ere  likewiie  releafed. 

Ifi  Scotland,  all  the  prifoners  remaining  in  the  caftles  cf 
Edinburgh  and  Stirling,  as  the  lord  Rollo,  the  earl  of  Stra- 
tfaaHan,  and  feveral  others  of  rank,  were  all  difcharged. 

Commiffioners,  for  inquiring  into  the  forfeited  eftates,  had 
)}fpn  appointed  fome  time  by  the  parliament.  They  had 
po^naged  their  inquiry  wjth  great  application,  but  had  met 
I^Uh  great  difficulties  and  obftrudions  from  the  creditors  of 
fbiP  attainted  p^foaSp  wbo,  t>y  the  ordinary  courfe  of  juftice, 

gor,  or  Macgiegor.    The  bn  tion,  by  which  the  whole  fami- 

^119.09  Kob.  Roy,  head  o£  thi»  ly  of  the  Macgregors  were  ex* 

dan,  being  in  the  robdUioQ,  oc-  lauded  the  bene&t  of  the  A^  of 

cafioned,  perhaps,   the  excep-  Grace. 
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Geo.  I.  were  in  pofleflion  of  the  eftates.     The  lords  of  fciEon  had 
17 17.     alfo,  at  the  petition  of  fome  perfons,  pretending  to  be  credi- 

F.  V .,■  ■  I,  tors,  fequeftered  all  the  moft  confiderable  forfeited  eftates, 
^nd  appointed  faSors,  with  power  to  diftrain  tenants  for  non- 
payment of  rents,  on  behalf  of  thofe  creditors.  Thefe  fac- 
tors, or  receivers,  reprefenting,  that  they  adied  by  the  au» 
thority  of  the  court  of  feflion,  abfolutely  refufed, ^though  or- 
dered by  the  commiffioners,  either  to  pay  the  rents  into  the 
Exchequer,  or  to  giveltcurity  for  fo  doing.  In  vain  did  the 
commiflioners  appoint  receivers,  as  they  could  not  give  them 
a  power  to  diftrain.  Nor  would  the  court  of  feflion,  upon 
the  petition  of  the  commiffioners,  recal  the  fequeftrations  (a). 
The  barons  of  the  Exchequer  were  next  applied  to,  but  they 
likewife  refufed  to  comply  with  the  commiffioners  j  upon 
which  they  ordered  all  the  monies,  arifen  from  the  fale  of 
the  perfonal  eftates,  into  the  receiver- general  of  Scotland. 

The  yearly  value  of  the  real  eftates,  of  which  the  commif- 
fioners had  perfed^ed  the  furvey,  amounted  to  29,694].  6  s. 
8  d.  fterling^per  annum,  as  appeared  by  their  report,  which 
was  publifhed  in  July,  by  order  of  the  houfe  of  lords  (b). 

The 


Value  of 
forfeiteci 
f  fiates  in 
Scotland. 


«  (a)  Thefe  fcqueftratlons  were 
founded  upon  the  words  of  *  the 
aft  for  encouraging  fuperiors, 
&€.*  *  That  no  convidion  or 
attainder  ihall  exclude  the  right 
of  any  creditor  remaining  peace- 
able, for  fecurity  of  any  juft 
debt  J  con  traded  before  the  com- 
miflion  of  any  of  the  aforefaid 
crimes.'  As  thefe  words  feemcd 
only  to  import  that  the  credi- 
tors (liould  be  paid  their  juft 
debts,  the  conimiflioners  fub- 
xnitted  the  matter  to  the  lords. 
Whether  the  payment  of  thefe 
debts  was  not  better  provided 
for  by  paying  the  rents  into  the 
Exchequer,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  public  and  creditors,  accord- 
ing to  the  exprefs  directions  of 
^he  ad  of  parliament,  than  by 
fuffering  the  growing  rents  to 
remain  at  the difpofalof  the re- 
l^eivers,-  who  being  the  truftees 


friends,  and  agents  of  the  for- 
feiting perfons,were  like  toin^ 
jure  both  the  public  and  the 
creditors, 

(b)  The  abftrads  of  the  rear 
tals  of  the  forfeited  eftates  in 
Scotland  were  as  follow,  the 
ihillings  and  pence  being  omit- 
ted: 


Wintoun 

Southefque 

Linlithgow 

Xeir 

Panmure 

Wedderburnc 

Ayton 

Kilfythe 

Bannockbonrm 

Eaft  Refton 

Mar 

Inveraitie 

Awchintoal 


per  Ann. 

1-  3393 

3271 
1296 

907 

345$ 
213 

323 

S64 

4»« 

137 

l«7» 
j6i 

347 
Ponh. 


O  F    £  N  G  L  A  K  D;  16^ 

The  commiffioners  in  England  did  not  meet  with  Co  much  Geo.  f« 
difficii]t7,  by  whofe  report  (which  was  alfo  printed)  the  an-     1717* 
tiual  rents  of  the  forfeited  eftates  in  England  and  Ireland 
aniounted  in  the  whole  to  47626  L  x8s.  5d<  4.    The  im- 
proved rents  of  eftates  on  lives,  after  the  lives  were  expired^ 
thcj  cpmputed  at  4798 1.  6  s.  3  d.  (c). 

A3 


•mtmammt 


Pow-Houfe 

Natditll 

fiowhill 

Lathnik 

Gknbervy 

J'foibn-jrfiill 

Wood-End 

fakney 

Maifter  ofNairae 

Dunboog 

Earl  Manfchal 

KSconauhar 

Lord  Naime 

FiogaflL 

Cromlix 

Nithifdale 

lonera^ 

XeniDurc 

DmxmsojMl 

Barleigh 

Scotftown 

Dnntroon 

Caniwartii 
BaldooD 


per  Ann. 
377^' 

»7 
208 

75 
230 

'II 

170 

1676 

287 

740 

537 

809 
281 

608 

2566 

697 

no 

54 

^?+ 
863 

«495 


per  Ann. 
Qcprgc  Ctifton  5 

George  ColIiAgwoody  Eiqi  924 


Ir^nr 


(c)  The  rental  was  as  follows* 
{hillings  and  pence  omitted : 

per  Ann. 
Frands  Anderton,  Efq;  1425 1. 
Hugh  Anderton,  Efq;  131 

John  Aihlow  60 

Richard  fiatler  382 

Henry  St.  Jdm  late  lord  ? 

Bolinbrokc  5  ^55^ 

Ridiard  Billfborongh  19 

Thomas  Biers  91 

Robert  Cowper  20 

"  Charley,  Ef<y         138 


Edward  Gore 
Robert  Daniel 
John  Daltt>n»  Efi|$ 
Earl  of  Derwentwater 
Roger  DicconfoQ^  £iq$ 
Thoinas  Foriler,  Eiq; 

In  Reveriion-^6oO| 
George  Gibibn 
JohnG 
John  Hal 
Gabriel  H^eth 
Albert  Hodgfon 
Philip  Hodgfon 
Jordan  Longdalc 

iohn  L^boume 
)uke   of  Ormond» 
Eng.  and  Irel.  in- 
cumbered. 

Henry  Oxboroogh 

Johnrarkinfon 

William  Paul 

John  PleffinPton 

Robert  Scarlbrook*  Efq; 

William  Shaftoe,  Efq; 

Richaed  Sherburne 

Richard  Shuttleworth 

Ralph  Shuttleworth 

Ralph  Standifh,  Efq; 

Jame  Singleton 

Thomas  Standlcy,  Efq; 

Lord  Seaforth 

Edward  Si^inbarne^  Efq> 

John  Sturaeker 

John  Thornton,  Efq; 

Chriftophcr  Trap 

Jofeph  Wadfwortk 

Thomas  Walton 

Thomas  Walmfiey 
Lz 


'9 
13 

661 

637  « 
641 

530 
nod. 

227 

70 
iqa 

z^S 

79 

^7i 

21163 

507 

5 

388 
7»4 

671 

4<y 
246 

S^7 
10 

9/ 
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Geo.  I.      As  the  king  relblved  not  to  go  into  Germany  this  year, 
1717.   the  houfhold  removed  to  Hampton-court,  where  he  refided 
..ii.^.— «--'  for  the  fummer. 

At  the  dofe  of  the  feffion,  the  following  alterations  and 
^  promotions  were  made :  Mr.  Stanhope,  firft  commiiEoner  of 
the  treafury,  was  created  baron  of  Elvafton^  and  vifcount  of 
Mahon;  tne  earl  of  Suffolk,  Mr.  Chetwynd,  Sir  Charles 
Cook,  Mr.  Docminique,    Mr.  Molefwortn,    Mr.  Pelham, 
Mr.  Daniel  Pulteney,  and  Mr.  Bladen,  were  appointed  com- 
miffioners  of  trade ;    lord  Cadogan  was  made  general  of  all 
the  forces  in  England ;  and  Mr.  Bofcawen  vice-treafurer  of 
Ireland,  of  which  kingdom  the  following  peribns  were  made 
peers  :    Trevor  Hill,   vifcount  Hillfborough ;    Sir  Thomas 
.    Southwel,    vifcount  Southwel ;  Walter  Chetwynd,  vifcount 
Fitzharding;  Alan  Broderick,  vifcount  Middletoh  ;  lord  Ha- 
milton of  Scrack  Allan,  vifcount  Boyn ;   John  Allen,  vif- 
count of  Kildare.     Coniers  d'Arcy,  brother  to  the  earl  of 
Holdernefs,  was  removed  from  his  employment  of  gentleman 
ofthehorfe,  and  one  of  the  commiffioners  for  executing  the 
office  of  mafter  of  the  horfe.     The  earl  of  Leicefter  was  ap» 
pointed  conftable  of  Dover-Caftle,     and    warden   of  the 
Cinque-Ports,  in  the  room  of  the  earl  of  Dorfet ;  and  the* 
duke  of  Portland  was  made  one  of  the  lords  of  the  bed- 
chamber. 
Prince  Eu-      Whilft  the  king  was  at  Hampton-Court,  count  Volkra, 
ScVurS"*^  imperial  minifter,  brought  him  the  news  of  prince  Eu- 
beforeBel-  gene's  vifiorv  over  the  Turks  at  Belgrade.     Prince  Eugene, 
grade.         having  afembled  the  imperial  army,  before  the  Turks  could 
Hift!  Reg.  ^^^  *^***  forces  together,  refolved  to  befiegc  Belgrade :  To 
this  end  he  marched  his  army  over  the  Theyflc,  upon  a  bridge 
of  boats  laid  for  that  purpofe,  and  pofted  himfelf  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Danube,  in  fight  of  that  fohrefs :  This  unexpeAed 
paiTage  firuck  the  infidels  into  fuch  a  confternation,  that  th^r 
troops  ran  away  in  the  utmoft  confufion,  while  the  reft  of 
the  imperial  zrrrty  paiTcd  the  Danube  likewife  over  a  bridge, 
^hat  was  foon  prepared.    The  place  was  immediately  inveftcd, 
and  lines  of  circumvallation  and  contravallation  were  made 
from  the  Save  to  the  Danube,  by  which  means  the  imperial 
camp  became  fo  ilrong,  that  it  feemed  as  if  one  fortrefs  had 
laid  fiege  to  another.     This  precaution  had   its  efFed  ^  for» 
when  the  main  army  of  the  Turks  was  advanced  to  relieve 

per  Ann.  per  Ana* 

Lord  Widdni^ton  51541*    Richard  Withington  14 1. 

£dwrard  Winchiey,  Efq;      226 
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Belgrade^  they  found  die  befiegen  fo  flron^y  intrenched,  Geo.  I. 
that  they  were  under  a  ncceffity  of  opening  trendies  to  ap-    17 17. 
proach  their  lines :  But  prince  Eugene  had  taken  meafures  fo  — — — 
well  before-hand,  that'  when  the  Ottoman  army  appeared, 
though   they  were   much  more  numerous  and  formidable  ^ 
than  could  be  believed,  he  was  in  a  condition  to  exped  them  * 
in  his  intrenchments,  without  difcontinuing  his  attacks.    It 
was  undoubtedly  a  very  extraordinary  fight  to  fee  two  fieges 
at  once,'  and  even  the  befiegers  themfelves  befieged ;    the 
place  being  Ihut  up  on  all  fides  by  the  imperial  army ;  and 
the  imperial  army  ihut  up  on  one  fide  between  two  great  ri-* 
vers,  and  on  the  other  between  a  town,  defended  by  a  ftrong 
garrifon,  and  the  enemy's  camp  ftrongly  intrenchea  :    Thus 
there  was  a  neceffity  either  to  conquer  or  perifb,  and  the  leaft 
falfe  ftep  would  have  decided  it.    But,  when  things  feemed 
reduced  to  this  dangerous  crifis,  prince  Engene,  inftead  of 
waiting  to  be  attacked  in  his  intrenchments,  marched  out  of 
them,    and  attacked  the  Turks  in  theirs,   with  fo  much 
bravery  and  condud,  that  he  gained  a  moft  complete  vi£tory» 
over  their  almoft  innumerable  forces,  which  was  followed  the 
next  day  by  the  fiirrender  of  Belgrade,  the  key  of  the  Otto* 
man  empire. 

Mean  while,  Ae  grea(  preparations,  the  Spaniards  were  Grett  pt«. 
making  by  fea  and  land,  drew  the  attention  of  all  Europe.  P"^^««w  « 
When  the  emperor  fent  his  army  into  Hun«uy  againft  the^^^ 
Turks,  who  had  invaded  the  dominions  of  the  Venetians  his 
allies,  die  pope,  to  whom  wars  of  that  kind  are  always  agree-^ 
able,  obtained  repeated  afiiirances  from  the  king  of  Spain, 
both  by  letters,  and  by  declarations  from  his  ambaflador  at 
Rome,  ^  That  he  would  not  undertake  any  thing  againft  the 
interefts  of  the  emperor,  whilfi  his  arms  ihould  be  employed 
in  fo  rdigipus  a  caufe ;  and  would  even  aid  the  Venetians 
with  a  fi]uadron  of  men  of  war  and  gallies.'  For  which  pur* 
pofe  he  obtained  from  the  court  of  Rome  an  Indulto,  for  rai* 
fing  a  fubfidy  of  two  millions  and  a  half  on  the  ecclefiaftical 
revenues  in  the  Indies ;  and  another  for  five  hundred  thoufand  * 
ducats  on  the  eftates  of  the  clergy  in  Spain.  Accordingly, 
the  king  of  Spain  fent  out  the  laft  year  a  fmall  Iquadron  of  ux 
men  of  war  and  five  gallies,  which  arrived  too  late  in  the 
Levant,  to  be  of  any  fervice  to  the  Venetians,  who  had  be- 
fore fuftained  a  naval  fight  with  the  Turks,  and  had  almoft 
finiflied  the  operations  of  the  campaign.  But  this  year, the 
peparations  in  Spain  were  fo  extraordinary,  as  gave  a  jea- 
loufy,  that,  infteitd  of  fending  affiftance  to  the  Venetians,  the 
Spaniards  had  a  dtfign  to  make  fome  conqueft  themfelves  on   " 

L  3  the 
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Geo.  L  tbe  emperor's  dominions  in  the  Meditemuieam    The  event 
171/.    jttftified  the  fufpicion.    A  ftrong  fquadron  of  men  of  war, 
with  about  nine  thoufand  land-forces,  commanded  by  the 


^pain  at-     njarquis  de  Lede,  failed  from  Barcelona  the  20th  of  July, 

tacks  the  .^ .       ..  Z^     ,.  .     ^      .  _       _  y     ^» 

^    '     tire  conque(f  of  that  iiland  which  belonged  to  the  emperor^ 


arid,  landing  at  Cagliari  in  Sardinia,  made  a  fpeedy  and  en- 


and  was  in  no  good  condition  of  defence. 

During  this  expedition,  the  marquis  of  Grimaldo,  feoe- 
tary  of  ftate  at  Madrid,  fent  a  letter  to  the  Spanifh  minifters 
in  foreign  courts,  to  be  publiflied  as  a  manifefto  or  dedam* 
tton  of  the  reafons  of  thofe  proceedings,  the  fubfiance  of 
^hich  was :  <  That  all  Europe,  as  well  as  himfelf,  might 
well  be  furprifed  to  find  the  military  preparations  of  bis  ma- 
iler, which  were  defigned  to  fecond  the  eibrts  of  the  Chri* 
ilian  army,  according  to  promifes  made  to  the  pope  there* 
Upon,  on  a  flidden  turned  againft  that  very  power,  in  the  at<> 
tack  of  Sardinia ;  bat  that,  as  he  had  opportunity  of  learning 
the  reafons  of  fuch  a  conduA  from  his  majefty's  own  mouth, 
he  thought  Itt  to  comtnunicate  the  fame  to  be,  That  though 
his  ma^y  had  bore  with  great  magnanimity  the  faprifice  of 
mariy  of  kid  territories  to  the  public  tranquillity  by  the  late 
peace;  upon  the  prefumption  that  fuch  a  conoefcenlion 
Would  fecure  the  repofe  of  a  nation,  whofe  good  fortune 
was  not  anfweraUe  to  its  virtue ;  yet  as  the  arch-duke, 
contrary  to  the  faith  of  treaties,  encouraged  and  fupported 
the  deiertion  of  his  fubjeds  in  Catalonia,  by  frequent 
iticcours  from  Naples,  and  other  places^  and  ieemed,  by 
all  his  meafures,  tefolved  on  all  opportunities  of  giving 
bitn  difquiet  in  his  dominions )  his  ms^efty  had  lookea  upon 
the  war  with  the  Turks  to  have  opened  to  him  a  gate  of  re* 
venge,  in  recovering  thofe  territories  which  had  been  ufurped 
from  him  by  the  arch-duke.  That  aU  overtures  of  pacinca- 
tton,  on  his  majedy's  fide,  had  rather  inflamed  tbe  arch-duke's 
condufl  in  his  prejudice ;  and  that  becaufe  declarations  had 
been  publi(hed  in  many  parts  of  Europe ;  injurious  to  his  ma* 
Jefty's  honotir  and  dignity,  and  parti<;ulaFly  becaufe  the  great 
iitouifitor  of  Spain  h^  been  feized,  though  furniflied  with  Yi\t 
hofinefsf's  paflport,  and  in  defpight  to  that  authority,  necef- 
fery  to  fupport  the  due  regards  of  his  fubjeds  $  his  majeftf 
was  refolved  to  employ  thofe  forces  ih  a  lawful  reV^ng^^ 
^bich  were  at  firft  defigned  agaiMft  the  enemies  <Jf  the  arch- 
(hike  (d).    Thefe  reafons  did  xtot  appear  fetisftObry :    Fof 

wbac4 

(d)  The  king  of  Spain  had  At  the  fame  time,  the.cardi- 
not  yet  acknowledged  ftim  fof  nal  Piul^cd,  fccretiiy  of  ftate 
ftnpcrQr.  v  Iq 
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whatever  unfairncfs  had   been  pradifed  by  the  empieror,  it  Geo.  !• 
Vvas  long  before  the  king  of  Spain's  promife  not  to  moleftthe    17 '7* 
emperor  whilft  he  was  at  war  with  the  Turks.     And  the  de-      '    '  '* 
tention  of  a  fingle  fubjedl  was  too  weak  a  ground  for  a  pro- 
ceeding of  fuch  violence.     However,  the  king  of  Spain  pro- 
tnifed  (by  the  marquis  Beretti  Landi,   his  ambaflador  at  the 
Hague)  to  proceed  no  further  againft  the  emperor,  and  to 
fufpend  all  operations.  In  order  to  give  time  and  opportunity 
to  the  powers  of  Europe  to  think  of  expedients  foV  reconcil-* 
ing  their  differences)  and   fecuritig  the  tranquility  and   ba* 
lance  of  power  in  Italy.     The  marquis  alfo  complimented 
the  king  of  Great  Britain  and  the  States,  with  the  arbitra- 
tion of  that  important  affair. 

King  George  and  the  regefttof  France  were  not  only  gua- Enehnd  ahd 
rantees  of  the  neutrality  of  Italy,  but  the  king  was  moreovei*  France  con- 
engaged  In  a  defenfiv«  alliance  with  the  emperoi'.     Puifuant  fures"to're- 
Ihcrefore  to  the  king  of  Spain's  promife,  they  concerted  mea-  condie 
fures,  in  conjunction  with  the  imperial  minifter,  for  an  ac- ^P*^" '"** 
Commodation  between  the  eniperor  and  king  Philip,  on  fuch  ^  ^^°^^  '' 
terms  as  (hould  be  equally  advailtageous  arid  honourable  to 
both,  fupply  the  defeats  of  the  treaties  of  Utrecht  and  Baden, 
and  eftabliih)  on  a  more  folid  bafis,  the  tranquility  of  Eu-^ 
rope  J  with  a  refolution  of  compelling  by  force  that  party, 
which  fhould  refufe  to  accede  to  thofe  ftipulations,  and  ob- 
RruA  the  general  good.     The  abbot  du  Bois  came  to  Loil- 
don,   the  lord  Stanhope  was  fent  to  Madrid,  and  the  lord 
Cadogan  to  the  Hague.     Thefe  negotiations  gave  birth  to 
the  famous  treaty  called  the  Quadruple  Alliance,  whivh  was 
concluded  the  next  year.     It  was  agreed,  that  the  emperor 
fhould  renounce  all  pretenfions  to  the  crown  of  Spain   (a 
point  king  Philip  had  much  at  heart)  and  patt  with  Sardi- 
nia to  the  duke  of  Savoy,  irt  lieu  of  which  the  duke  was  td 
furrender  Sicily  to  the  emperor.     The  fucceflion  to  the  du- 
chies of  Tufcany,  Parma,  and  Placentia,  which  the  queeft 
of  Spain  (of  the  houfe  of  Farnefe)  claimed  by  inheritance, 
in  default  of  male-iflue,  was  to  be  fettled  on  her  eldeft  fon  ; 
The  king  of  Spain,  not  being  fatisfied  with  this  partition,  con- 

to  the  pope»  wtote  a  circular  lie  majefty,  *  not  to  fall  upon 
letter  to  clear  his  holinefs  from  any  of  the  dominions  df  the  em- 
the  impntation  of  any  collufion  peror  during  his  war  with  the 
in  that  a^r,  by  greatly  inlarg*  Turkic*  and  for  the  perform- 
ing Qpon  the  re&ntment  with  ance  of  which  his  holinefs  had 
which  he  treated  (o  perfidious  a  engaged  in  the  moll  folemn 
breach  of  promife  in  his  Catho*  manner. 

L  4  tinued 
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Geo.  I.  tinued  to  make  very  formidable  preparations  by  (ea  and  Ian<f^ 
17 17.    without  any  regard  to  the  admonitions  of  England  and  France. 
■  Upon  which  king  George  ordered  a  ftrong  fquadron  of  (hips 

of  war  to  be  fitted  out,  as  will  prefently  be  feen. 
The  carl  of      Before  the  parliament  met,  the  following  incident  hap- 
wu^h'fcizcd  P^"^^-    T^e  C2rl  of  Peterborough,  whether  with  defign  only 
tt  Bologna,  to  travel,  as  was  given  out,  or  charged  with  feme  fecrct  ne- 
gotiation, was  gone  into  Italy.     Befbre  his  departure,  he 
Bad  conferred  with  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  and  at  Parif 
had  talked  with  the  duke  of  Orleans :  He  was  faid  to  carry 
with  him  larger  remittances  than  was   ufual.  for  travellers, 
even  of  his  rank.    The  pretender  was  then  at  Urbino,  where 
he  had  notice  fent  him  from  St.  Gcrmains  to  be  upon  his 
guard,  there  being  a  defign  to  deftroy  him.     He  gave  in- 
formation of  It  to  Rome,  and  pope  Clement  XI.  fent  orders 
to  all  places  round  Urbino  to  examine  all  foreigners,  cfpe- 
ciaHy  Englifh,  and  feize  fucb  as  (bould  be  fufpeded. 

The  earl  of  Peterborough  came  at  that  very  time  to  Bo- 
logna with  a  few  armed  followers.  He  was  immediately 
feized  with  his  papers,  and  confined  to  Fdrt  Urbino,  and  hb 
people  fent  to  prifon.  His  papers  were  examined,  but,  no- 
thing being  found  againft  him, -he  was  himfelf  interrogated. 
He  faid,  he  was  come. to  pafs  fome  time  in  Italy  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  air,  and  that  his  people  were  armed  for  his  defence. 
He  was  clofe  confined  for  a  month,  and  no  perfoh  fufFered  to 
fpeak  with  him.  He  was,  ac  length,  fet  at  liberty,  with  all 
poiTible  civilities,  and  afterwards  had  an  authentic  reparation 
for  the  infult,  the  cardinal  minifter  having  declared,  that  he 
bad  been  feized  unadvifedly,  and  without  fufiicient  caufe. 
The  news  of  the  carl  of  reterborough's  confinement  was 
highly  rcfcnted  by  the  people  in  England,  but  the  king  was 
content  with  demanding  and  receiving  reparatiori  for  the  af- 
front. The  pope  agreed  to  write,  with  his  own  hand,  a  letter 
to  an  ally  of  Great  Britain,  by  which  he  would  declare,  that 
the  legate  of  Bologna  had  violently  and  unjuftly,  without  the 
knowledge  of  his  holinefs,  caufcd  the  earl  of  Peterborough  to 
be  feized  upon  fufpicions,  which  proved  to  be  ill-grounded ; 
that  then  the  cardinal  Paulucci,  fecretary  of  ftate,  and  the 
cardinal  leeate  of  Bologna,  fliould  fend  each  a  declaration  to 
the  EnglKh  admiral  in  the  Mediterranean  ;,  the  firft  to  (hew 
the  pope's  difavowa),  and  the  other  to  afTure  him,  that,  out 
of  complaifance  to  his  friends,  and  upon  unjuft  fufpicioa^, 
he  had  ordered  a  peer  of  Great  Britain  to  be  apprehended  on 
his  travels,  for  which  he  had  begged  the  pope's  pardon,  «ml 
defined  his  Batannicmajefty's.  This  letter,  and  thcfe  decla- 
rations^ 
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rations  were  accordingly  fent,  and  ftre  pfeferved,  loftew  Gee.X 
the  carl  of  Tcterborough's  innocence,  and  the  fidfity  of  the    1717. 
fufpicions*  ■■ 

On  the  3d  of  November,  the  princcfs  of  Wales  "was  Tie*  ^^*"^ 
livered  of  a  prince,  at  St.  James's,  and  the  king  twodays  af*]tingMd    . 
ter  paid  her  a  vifit,  and  returned  to  Hampton- Court.     Thethnfiai 
young  prince  ^as  baptized  the  28th'of  the  fame  moilth,)and 
died  not  long  after.     This  baptifm  occafioned  an  unhappy 
'difference  between  the  king  and  the  prince.     It  feems,  .the 
prince  had  defigned  the  duke  of  York,  bi&ep  of  Ofnabrug, 
the  king's  brother,  to  be  one  of  the  godfsithers,  and  'badr«a«- 
ibn  to  l^lieve  the  king  vras  fatisfied  with  his  choice,     fiut^ 
when  the  ceremony  came  to  be  performed,  thedokeofNew^ 
caille  flood  godfather  with  the  king,  not  as  proxy  for,  Of 
reprefenting  the  duke  of  York,  but  for  himfdf,  and  in  his 
own  name  and  perfon.   This  the  prince  took  ill  of  the  duke, 
not  as  he  adled  in  obedience  to  his  majeily's  command,  but 
as  if  the  duke  had  done,  or  at  leafl  feemed  officious  to  dob 
ibmething  which  he  was  not  commanded.     This  proceeding 
fenftbly  touched  the  prince,  and  raifed  bis  indignation  to  that 
>kgree,  that  he  could  not  help  fhewing  it;  but,  asfoon  as 
the  ceremony  was  over,  fpokb  fome  warm  words  to  die  dake» 
expreffing  his  refcntment  at  what  he  had  done.  Upon  report 
of  thefe  words  to  the  king,  fais'majefty  thought  fit  to  give  a 
fudden  mark  of  his  difpleafure,  by  fending  bis  commands  tt>' 
the  prince  to  keep  bis  own  apartment  till  his  pleafure  was 
farther  kno^^n ;  to  which  he  immediately  fubmitted  :     Sooa 
"after  this  his  majefty's  farther  pleafure^was  fignified  to. the 
-prince,  that  he  Ihouid  leave  St.  James's ;  accordingly  be 
^quitted  the  palace,  the^  princcfs  gomg  along  with  him,  and 
retired  to  the  boufe  of  the  earl  of  Grantham,  in  Albemarle^ 
ftreet ;  but  the  children,  by  the  king's  order,  remained  tt 
St.  James's.     Soon  after  this,  his  majefty's  pleafure  was  Sig- 
nified to  all  the  peers  and  peereflfes  of  Great-Britain  and  Ire* 
land^  and  to  all  privy-counfellors  and  their  wives,  that  all 
peribns,  whd  ihouid  go  to  fee  the  prince  and  princefs  of 
*Wides,  fliould  forbear  coming-  into  his  majefty's  prefence. 
"Bbfides,  fuch  as  had  employments  under  the  king*aiid«prince 
i)oth,  were- obliged  to  quit  fhe4en4ce  of  dne  oftfaam. 

'Soon  "ifttt  this  Wfierence,  there  way  printed  In  the  Aifffler- 

3am  Gaictte  a  lAter  In  Ptench,  faid  to  be  written*by^oneof 

'the  fecretaries  of  Hate   to  the  foreign  mitlifters,  dated  at 

Whitehall,  December  •I4>  'I7I7>  giving 'an  account  of  the 

whole 
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Geo.  I.  whole  affair,  of  which  the  author  of  the  Critic  (a  weekly 

1717.    paper)  publiflied  a  tranflation  (c). 

m    \  The  parliament  met  the  21ft  of  November,  and  the  king 

Third  >cf.   came  to  the  houle  of  peecs  with  the  ufual  folemnities.     Hi* 

^^(.3*"*fpccch  had  been* prepared  with  great  care,  by  reafon  of  th« 

fiyft  pariia- 
neht. 
rr«  H*  C. 


(c)  The  letter  was  as  fol- 
lows: 

S  I  R, 

«  His  Majefty  having  been 
informed  that  feveral  reports, 
for  the  moft  part  ill  grounded, 
are  fpread  abroad  concerning 
what  ha»  lately  pafled  in  the 
royal  family*  he  has  ordered  me 
to  fend  you  the  inclofed  account 
of  it: 

As  foon  as  th^  yonng  prince 
was  born,  the  kin?  cau^d  him-'- 
ielf  to  be  informed  of  what  was 
wont  to  be  obferved  in  the  like 
cafes  in  this  kingdom,  in  regard 
to  the  ceremony  of  baptifm; 
and  having  found  by  the  re- 
cords, that,  when  it  was  a  boy, 
and  the  king  was  godfather,  it 
was  the  cuftom  for  him  to  no- 
minate, for  fecond  godfather, 
one  of  the  principal  lords  of  his 
court,  who  for  the  moft  part  was 
the  lord  chamberlain;  he  na- 
med for  this  fundtipn  the  duke 
of  Newcaftle,  who  now  bears 
that  charge ;  naming  at  the  fame 
time  for  godmother  the  duchefs 
of  St,  Alban's,  iirft  lady  of  ho- 
nour to  the  princefs.  Never- 
thelefs,  his  royal  highnefs  the 
prince  of  Wales  conceived  fuch  a 
diflike  at  this,  that  on  Thurfday 
laft,  after  the  folemnity  of  the 
baptifm  was  over,  finding  him- 
felf  no  longer  mafter  of  lu5  tem- 
per, he  drew  near  to  the  duke 
of  Newcaftle,  and  gave  him 
very  reproachful  words,  upon 
fuppofition  that  he  had  follicited 
that  honour  in  fpitc  of  him : 


The  king  was  ftill  in  the  cham- 
ber, but  not  near  enough  to  hear 
what  the  prince  faid  to  the 
duke.  This  laft  thinking  him^ 
felf  obliged  to  inform  the  king 
of  it,  and  the  prince  having 
confefTed  the  matter  to  the  dukes 
of  Kingfton,  Kent,  and  Rox-* 
bureh  (whom  his  majefty  fent 
to  him  the  next  day  upon  this 
occafion)  his  majefty  ordered 
him  by  a  fecond  mcffage,  not 
to  go  out  of  his  own  apartment 
till  farther  orde/:  On  Saturday 
the  prince  wrote  a  letter  to  tht 
king,  and  the  next  day  (Sun- 
-day)  another :  But,  his  majefty 
not  finding  them  fatisfadory, 
-and  having  befides  other  reafons 
of  difcontent  at  feveral  fteps  the 
prince  had  taken,  he  caufed 
him  to  be  told  yefterday  in  the 
afternoon,  by  his  vice-cham- 
berlain, Mr.  Cooke,  that  he 
ihould  be  gone  from  the  palace 
of  St.  James's ;  and  to  the  prin- 
cefs, that  ftie  might  continue  in 
the  palace  as  long  as  flie  thought 
convenient ;  but  that,  as  for  the 
princefTes  her  daughters,  and 
the  young  prince,  the  kin|^ 
wonld  have  them  remain  with 
him  in  the  psilace,  and  that  the 
princefs  fliould  be  permitted  to 
fee  them  as  often  as  fiie  defired 
it.  However,  the  princefs,  be- 
ing ttnwilling  to  leave  the  prince 
her  han)aiid,  went  with  him  to 
the  houfe  of  the  earl  of  Gran- 
tham her  lord  -  chamberlain, 
where  their  royal  highneiTes  lay 
laft  night.' 

impor- 
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impcniztM  of  the  natters  be  bad  to  fpeak  of,  dnd  mn  ki-  Gfed.  I. 
tended  wiA  the  cxpB&tA  fotcek.  The  fpeech  was  a$  fol«  17  ty. 
lows:  ■■ 

^  M7  lords  and  gentlenieii, 

I  A  M  very  glad  I  bai^  be^fl  a»b>e  to  brlhg  tKe  fietiilg  of 
paiiiainent  idto  k  ttiore  proper  and  ufual  fe^fan  of  di^ 
mlr.  I  hope,  Tuch  *n  early  m^etirig  ^i^iU  n^  6n\y  be  at 
benefit  to  the  pubHc,  but  a  convcniettce  to  your  priviite 
afrairs. 

< .  As  I  have  ^wityi  had  at  he^rt  the  fecnrity  and  eafe  of  ttf 
people,  fe  I  never  kept  up  any  treopsy  but  for  tbeir  pMec- 
tied,  and  have  taken  every  opportuni^  to  difband  as  niBny 
as  I  thovight  confiftent  with  their  fanfty.  I  have  r^ut^ 
the  artny  to  very  near  one  half,  fince  the  beginning  of  the 
laft  feffion  of  parliament,  and  lefiened  them  to  fuch  anum-^ 
ber,  as  will  neither  be  a  burden  to  my  good  fubje£b,  nor 
an  encouragement  to  our  enemies  to  infult  them. 

*  You  cannot  but  be  fenfible  of  the  many  attempts  which 
h(Mi  been  fet  oii  foot  to  difturb  the  peace  of  Europe,  and  of 
thefe  kingdoms.  They  only  pretend  not  to  fee,  who  are  tioC 
ahM  of  them.  But,  as  no  application  has  been  wanting, 
Oti  *iy  part,  to  preferve  the  public  tranquillity,  I  have  thd 
ffeltfute  to  find  my  good  offices  have  not  been  altogether 
uiifuccefsful,  and  have  reafon  to  hope  they  will,  m  tki6 
end,  have  their  full  and  defired  elFeft. 

^  Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 

*  I  quefKort  not,  but  you  are  very  well  pleafed  to  find, 
that  your  endeavour^  for  leflening  the  national  debts  have, 
zi  the  fame  time,  raifed  the  public  credit ;  and  that  what-  * 
ever  was  propofed,  for  that  end,  is  a£lua]Iy  and  completely 
eflfeOed.  This  fuccefs  muft  chiefly  be  attributed  to  that 
juft  and  prudent  regard  you  have  ihewn  to  parliamentary 
endstgements. 

'  It  W^  with  a  view  of  procuring  and  fettling  a  lafting 
tirad^fuUity,  that  I  demanded  the  extraordinary  fupply, 
Wbieh  you  granted  me  laft  feffion.  The  credit,  which  this 
oonfidetlce  repofed  in  me  hath  given  us  abroad,  has  already 
biseb  fo  (kir  efie^al,  that  I  can  acquaint  you,  we  have  a 
much  better  profped  than  we  had.    I  have  ordered  an  ac- 

.  90unt  to  be  laid  before  you  of  the  very  fmall  part  of  that 
fiipplyt  wbich,  as  yet,  has  been  expended.    Any  further 

*  iflues. 
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iffueSy  tbat  mav  be  made  of  it,  (hall  be  laid  before  you. 
And  you  may  oe  aflured,  that  every  part  of  it  (hall  either 
be  employed  for  your  fervice,  or  faved  to  the  public.  > 
*  I  have  ordered  to  be  laid  before  you  a  ftate  of  the  defi- 
ciencies of  the  prefent  year,  and  the  feveral  eftimates  fisr 
the  fervice  of  the  next,  which  you  will  find  confideraUy 
diminifhed.  I  rely  upon  your  ntiaking  the  necefiary  pcovi- 
iion  for  them ;  not  doubting  of  the  continuance  of  that 
zeal  for  the  good  of  your  country,  which  hath  been  fo  eau<- 
jiently  confpicuous  in  every  feffion  of  this  parliament. 
<  I  cannot,  in  juflice,  avoid  putting  you  in  mind,  that  ie» 
veral  arrears  of  pay  and  fubfidy,  incurred  before  my  accef- 
fion  to  the  crown,  are  claimed  by  foreign  princes  and 
ftates*  I  (hall  order  them  to  be  laid  before  you,  to  the 
end  you  may  put  them  in  a  method  of  being  examined  and 
ftated ;  which  will  very  much  tend  to  the  honour  and  credit 
of  the  nation. 


*  My  lords  and  gentlemen, 

*  I  could iieardly  wi(h,  that  at  a  time,  when  the  comnuMt 

*  enemies  of  our  religion  are,  by  all  manner  of  artifices,  en- 

*  deavourins  to  undermine  and  weaken  it,  both  at  home  and 
^  abroad,  all  thofe,  who  are  friends  to  our  prefent  happy 
^  efiablifhment,  might  unanimoufly  concur  in  fome  proper 
^  method  for  the  greater  (fa-engthening  the  Proteftant  interefl; 

*  of  which,  as  the  Church  of  England  is  unqueftionably  the 

*  main  fupport  and  bulwark,  fo  will  (he  reap  the  principal 

*  benefit  of  every  advantage  accruing  by  the  union  and  mu- 

*  tual  charity  of  all  Proteftants. 

*  As  none  can  recommend  themfelves  more  eiFe<3ualIy  to 
*'  my  &vour  and  countenance,  than  by  a  (Incere  zeal  for  tho 

*  jufi  rights  of  the  crown,   and  the  liberties  of  the  people;  (b 

<  I  am  determined  to  encourage  all  thofe,  who  ad  agreeably 

<  to  ^he  conflitution  of  thefe  my  kingdoms,  and  confequendy 

*  to  the  principles,  on  which  my  government  is  founded. 

'  The  eyes  of  all  Europe  are  upon  you  at  this  critical  junc-» 

*  turr.     It  is  your  intereft  ;  for  which  reafon,  - 1  think  it  is 

<  mine,  that  my  endeavours  for  procuring  the  peace  and 
^  quiet  of  Cbriftendom  (hould  take  efFedt.    Nothing  can  (b 

<  much  contribute  to  this  defirable  end,  as  die  unanimity^ 

*  diipatch,  ^and  vigour  of  your  refolutions  for  the  fupport  of 

*  my  government,' 
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This  fpeecbt  as  it  appears,  was  worded  with  great  cautioii)  Geo.  L 
particularly  with  regard  to  the  armv,  and  the  Proteftant  Dif-    l^l^• 
fenters.    The  king,  by  laying  he  nad  (b  leilened  the  troops^  ' 

that  they  would  neither  burthen  his  fubje£b  nor  encourage 
his  enemies,  prevented  any  intended  addrefles  for  a  farther 
icdudion.  His  wifliing,  that  all  the  friends  of  the  eftabltih- 
ment  would  concur  in  feme  method  for  ftrengthening  the 
Proteftant  intereft,  tended  to  the  repeal  of  the  fevere  laws 
made  inthe  laft reign againft  the  Dif&nters,  which  had  been 
prevented  by  the  commotions  in  the  kingdom,  and  whidi  he 
diought  might  be  accoinplifhed  this  feffion.  He  had,  ever 
fince  his  acceffion,  declared  for  toleration,  and  feems  here  to 
nromife  his  &vour  and  countenance  to  fuch  as  ihould  be  of 
bis  mind. 

The  lords,  without  any  debate,  voted  an  addrels,  in  which  The  leidt 
they  thanked  the  king  for  diibanding  fo  many  troops,  and  for  >^^n^ 
his  unwearied  application  towards  fettling  the  peace  of  Europe 
afliiring;  him,  that  nothing  fhould  be  wanting  on  their  parts 
towaros  fupportine  him  with  the  utmoft  zeal  and  vigour,  till 
bis  endeavours  had  the  delired  eScSt.  They  concluded  with 
faying,  ^  We  have  a  grateful  fenfe  of  your  majefty's  concern 
for  the  Proteftant  religion,  and  thf  Church  of  England,  as  hf 
law  eftablifhed ;  which,  as  it  has  always  been  the  chief  of 
the  Proteftant  churches,  fo  it  can  never  be  {o  well  fupported^ 
as  by  ftrengthening  and  uniting  (as  far  as  may  be)  the  Pro* 
teftant  intereft/ 

An  addrefs  of  thanks  was  alfo  voted  by  the  commons,  but  '^^  ^q,^ 
BOt  without  feme  debates.    It  was  moved  by  the  High-  moni  adU 
Church  party,  that  the  king's  general  expreffion,  <  to  concur  ^'^^ 
in  fome  proper  method  for  the  greater  ftrengthening  the  Pro* 
teftant  intereft,'  ftiould  be  thus  foftened,  <  to  concur  in  the 
moft  efiedual  methods  for  ftrengthening  the  Protefhmt  intereft 
of  thefe  kingdoms,  as  far  as  the  laws  now  in  force  will  per* 
mitf'    But  mis  motion  was  rgeded,  and  the  addreis  pai^ 
as  it  had  been  drawn  up;  wherein,  after  having  thanked  the 
kii^  for  bringing  the  fitting  of  parliament  into  a  more  proper 
ieafon  of  the  year,  and  auured  him  of  their  endeavours  to 
anfwer  his  gracious  intentions,  by  improving  their  early 
meeting  (as  much  as  they^were  able)  to  the  public  benefit,  * 
they  exprefted  their  lively  fenfe  of  his  concern  for  the  welfare 
of  the  people  by  the  redu£lions  he  had  made  from  time  to 
time  of  the  land-forces.     *  It  is  (fay  they}  our  peculiar  hap^ 
pineis  to  fee  ourfelves  governed  by  a  fovereign,  who  is  not 
influenced  by  any  notions  of  greatnei^  that  are  inconfiftent 

witli 
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Geo.  L  fvith  the  ftofptrk^  of  his  fiibje6b,  and  wha  propofes  tp  him« 
ijij*    fdf  the  eafe  of  his  people^  as  thf  diief  gloiy  of  his  reign. 

II  We  acknowledge,  with  hearts  foil  of  duty  and  gra^tud^ 

your  majeft/s  unwearied  endeavours  tp  prevent  the  many  at- 
tempts whkh  have  been  (et  on  foot  to  difturV  the  pps|ce  of 
Europe,  and  the  quiet  of  thefe  kingdoms;  and  h^ve  die  more 
seaifbii  Co  ap(»rehend  the  ill  confequences  of  fiich  attempt% 

•  fince  there  are  tfiofe^  who,  as  tl^ejr  would  be  thought  to  fee 
no  danger  in  them,  give  us  reafon  to  believe,  that  they  would 
not  be  troubled  at  their  foccefs/ 

Pnweediogs      ^^^  approbation  of  the  king's  feptipients  was  followed 

ofthecom-^ith  afiiirances  of  moft  efB^fhially  fupporting  him  in  foch 

moiif.        meafures  as  he  fliould  judge  necefikrv,    and  of  diearfolly 

'      granting  fuch  fupplies  as  the  pi|blic  fervipe  ihould  require. 

*  L2onelu3i»g,  ^  It  is  a  pleafure  to  gs,  that  tfie  eyes  of  all  Eu- 
rope are  turned  upon  us  at  this  critical  jundure,  fince  wp 
)ia^  therel^  an  oppottunity  of  ffaewig  the  world  the  juft 
con^deiiGe  we  repoife  in  your  ipaj.efty,  and  our  unfhaken  re- 
Iblutions  to  fopp6rt  your  government,  in  ^ch  a  manner  a^ 
iiall  inable  your  majefty  to  fettle  the  peace  of  Chriften- 

The  oemmons  began  widi  fuffilling  their  prpmUe  concemr 

lag  ^'fupplies.     Eftimates  and  accounts  wpre  called  fpr,  to 

iee  wh,at  was  wanted  to  fetde  the  eflabliffament  of  the  army, 

navy,  and  ordnance  as  ufuaL    Ten  thoufand  men,  at  41.  a 

month  each,  were  voted  for  the  iea-ferviqe ;  and  224,857  U 

/  14  s.  1 1  d.  ws»  granted  for  the  ordinary  of  thp  navy. . 

Debattt  a-       When  the  motion  for  a  fupply  for  the  army  was  n^ade^  if: 

boot  the    was  oppofed  by  Mr.  Shtppen,  Sir  WilUam  Windham,  and 

*nny,        others.    Mr.  Waipole  made  a  ^eph  that  lafled  above  an 

Pr^^H^b-    *^*^r»  wherein,  beiides  the  common  topic  of  the  danger  pf  a 

ftanding  army  in  a  free  nation,  he  infifted  on  four  principal 

points :    *  i.  That  whereas  they  were  given  to  underijtand, 

that  the  army  was  reduced  to  fixteen  thoufand  and  odd. men, 

it  ftill  confilled  of  about  eighteen  thoufand,  which    was 

one  third  part  more  than  the  number  of  land  forces  in  Great 

Britain  amounted  to  formerly  in  time  of  peace.     2.  That 

there  was  no  due  proportion  obferved,  either  between  the 

number  of  the  horfe,  dragoons,  and  foot,  or  between  the 

number  of  the  officers  and  foldiers,  that  were  kept  ftanding, 

infomuch  that,  of  about  1 1,000 1.  which  the  pay  of  a  reduced 

regiment  of  foot  amounts  to,  near  7000 1.  goes  towards  the 

pay  of  the  officers,  and  4000 1.  only  to  the  private  foldiers. 

'3.  That  the  keeping  up  fo  great  a  number  of  officers  was, 

in  eSed,  the  maintaining  of  an  army  almoft  double  of  what 

wa» 
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was  intended,  fince  the  foldiers,  that  were  wanting  to  coot*  Geo.  !• 
pletc  the  companies  and  regiments,  might  be  raifed  with  a    17 17. 
drum,  in  twice  four  and  twenty  hours.     4.  That  the  pay  of  ■  ■  ■ 
general  oflficers,  which  amounted  to  above  20>oool.  was  an 
cxpence  altogether  needlefs,  and  unprecedented,  in  time  of 
peace/     Mr.  Craggs,  fecretary  of  war,  anfwered  Mr.  Wal- 
pole,.  and  obferved  in  general,  '  That,  in  all  wife  govern- 
ments, the  fecurity  of  the  ftate  is  the  rule  chiefly  to  be  re- 
garded j  and  that  his  majefty,  both  ip  the  augmentation,  and 
the  reduction  of  his  forces,  had  not  o;dy  confulted  the  fafety^ 
but  likewife  the  eafe  of  his  people.    That  though,  as  was  fug- 
gefted,  the  nation  paid,  at  prcfent,  near  eighteen  thoufand 
men,  yet  there  were  only  fixteen  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
forty- feven,  who  could  give  any  jealoufy,  unlefs  fome  people 
fliould  think  our  liberties  in  danger  from  the  chaplains,  fur- 
geons,  widows  of  officers,  and  fuch  inoffenfive  perfons,  who 
were  included  in  the  firft  number.  That  therefore  there  were 
not  much  above  four  thoufand  men  more  now  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, than  there  were  kept  up  after  the  peace  of  Ryfwick  ; 
"which  number  muft  be  thought  very  moderate  by  all,  wha 
wllh  well  to  the  prefent  happy  fettlement,  confidering,  that 
the  embers  of  an  unnatural  rebellion  lately  extinguilhed  were 
ftili  warm,  and  the  difcontents  induftrioufly  fomented  by  the 
enemies  of  the  government.     That  the  parliament  had  ever 
contented  themfelves  with  fixing  the  number  of  forces,  that 
were  thought  neceflary  to  be  maintained ;  but  had  left  to  the 
crown  the  manner  of  reducing  and  modelling  that  number* 
And  therefore,  if  they  ihould  now  do  otherwife,  it  would  be 
but  an  indifferent  return  to  that  gracious  and  tender  regard) 
which,  on  all  occafions,  his  majefty  had  (hewn  to  the  fecu- 
rity and  eafe  of  his  fubjefts.     That,  after  all,  it  was  no  lets 
a  piece  of  juflice,  than  matter  of  prudence,  to  keep  up  as  grieat 
a  number  .of  officers  as  poffible ;  for,  befldes  the  occafiony 
which  this  ns^tion  may  have  for  them  for  the  future,  it  Wa9 
but  reafonable  to  acknowledge  the  pafl  eminent  fervices  of 
gentlemen,  who,  having  been  brought  up  to  no  other  trade 
but  war,  had  no  other  way  to  fubfift  and  provide  for  them- 
felves and  families.     Mr.  Craggs  was  fupported  by  fever^ 
members,  particularly  Sir  David  Dalrymple,  who  declared 
for  keepingup  fixteen  thoufand  men  at  leaft  one  year  longer, 
urging,  *  That  the  difcontents  ran  ftill  as  high  in  Scotland, 
^  before  the  late  rebellion;  of  which  he  alledged  feveral  rea- 
fons.'     But  Mr.  Walpole  and  others  were,  on  the  contrary, 
of  opinion,  that  twelve  thoufand  men  were  fufficient.     The 
debate  having  lafted  fome  bours^  the  queftion  was  going  to 

be 
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•fjfco.  r.  ht  pnt,  Whether  the  number  fliould  be  fixteen  tboufand,  or 
^717,    twelve  thoufand)   when  Mr.  Shippen  made   a  fpeech,    in 

'^>  which,  among  many  other  vehement  expreffions,  he  faid, 

*  That  the  fecond  paragraph  of  the  kind's  fpeech  feemed  ra- 
ther to  be  calculated  for  the  meridian  of  Germany  than  Great 
Britain ;  and  that  it  was  a  great  misfortune,  that  the  king 
was  a  ftranger  to  our  language  and  conftitution.*  Thefe  re- 
i?eSions  gave  great  offence  to  feveral  members,  and  Mr. 
Lcchmere  urged,  *  That  the  fam9  was  a  fcahdalous  invec- 
tive againft  the  king's  perfon  and  government,  of  which  the 
ioufe  ought  to  fhew  the  higheft  refentment ;  aad  therefore 
moved,  that  the  member  who  fpoke  thofe  offcnfive  words* 
ffiottk)  be  fent  to  the  Tower/  Upon  which  MV.  Walpolc 
Aid,  ^  That,  if  the  words  in  queftion  were  fpoken  by  the 
member^  on  whom  they  were  charged,  the  Tower  was  too 
Kghtr  a  punifhment  for  his  raihnefs  :  *  But,  as  what  had  been 
&td  tn  the  heat  of  this  debate  might  have  been  mifunderftood, 
fcc  vras  for  allowing  him  the  liberty  of  explaining  himfelf/ 
Btit,  Mr.  Shippen  not  thinking  proper  either  to  retraft  or 
extufe  what  he  had  faid,  he  was  voted  to  the  Tower  by  a 
majorky  of  one  hundred  and  feventy-five  againft  eighty- 
one. 

The  next  day  it  was  relblved,  that  the  guards  and  garrifons 
in  Great  Britain  ibould  be  Ax  teen  theufand  three  hundred 
and  ferty-feven  efledive  men ;  and  that  the  fum  of  68i,6i8l. 
Ibould  be  granted  for  their  maintenance :  That  130,361 1* 
gs,  5d.  ihould  be  given  for  the  half-pay  of  the  reduced  of- 
ficers. After  this,  was  fettled  as  ufual,  the  pay  of  the  forces 
in  America,  and  the  garrifons  of  Gibraltar  and  Port-Mahon, 
IV hen  thefe  refolutions  were  reported,  feveral  of  them  weve 
debated.  The  pay  of  the  army  was  reduced  to  650,000].  hf 
%  majority  of  fourteen  voices  only,  one  hundred  ai)d  feven^v- 
two  iagalnft  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight.  The  fum  for  the 
half- pay  officers  was  reduced  to  94,000  !•  (f)* 

An 

(f)   At  die  facie  time  the  tUled  to  half-oay,  except  fadi 

ibHewing  reguladoAs  were  ^,r  perfonswhodiaaftual&rviceiA 

aned  to :  tome  regimffoft,  ^op,  or  wm- 

,    *  J.  Thii^  no  perfoi^  ftajl  he  fwvf.     m.    Th^x.  up  perfo^, 

jiK|(^  to  Wiy^pay,  who  was  a  \xxing  any  oi!^pi  place  or  ei^- 

jpi^or  ^lodsr  fcl^  igc  Qf  fixteen  ploymient  of  profit,  ^yO,  f^r  mjt- 

yjears  ^t  t)ie  time  whea  tbe  xtl^i-  litar^,  un4^  lu$  ma^fty,  ihw 

ji^iLt,    Xjoofj   Of  company  in  be  mtitjed   to  ^alf-pay-     IV. 

which  he  ierved  )sras  red^ced.  That  no  ch^pi^ain  of  any  garri* 

il.  That  CO  perfon  ihall  be  wl*  fen,  or  regimeair>  w4io  has  ^ 

ec- 
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An  attempt  was  made  this  feffion  to  lower  the  value  of  Geo.  I. 
guin^s.  Mr.  Aiflable,  havinfi;  taken  notice  of  the  great  fear-    1717* 
city  of  the  fili|er  coin,  occafioned  chiefly  by  the  exportation  ' 

of  filver,  and  importation  of  gold,  propofed,>  that  a  fpeedy 
remedy  might  be  out  to  the  growing  evil,  by  lowering  the  ^ 

value  df  gold  fpecies^  Upon  this  the  king  was  addrefled  for 
the  feprefentations  made  by  the  officers  of  the  Mint^  to  the 
treafury,  in  relation  to  the  gold  and  filver  coins.  Accord- 
ingly Mr.  Lowndes  prefented  to  the  houfe  feveral  papers  re- 
lating to  the  coins,  and  particularly  Sir  Ifaac  Newton's  re- 
prefenution  to  the  lords  of  the  treafury  (a).    Then  Mr. 

Aiilabie 
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ccckfiaftical  benefice^  or  other 
preferment  in  Great-Britun  or 
Ireland,  (hall  be  intitled  to  half- 
p^.  V.  That  noperfonihall 
be  intitled  to  half-pay,  who 
hath  nefigned  his  commiiSoni 
and  hashadnocommiffionfince. 
.VJ«  That  no  half-pay  fhall  be 
allowed  to  any  pcnbn  by  virtue 
of  any  warrant  and  appoint-* 
ment,  except  to  fuch  perfons 
who  woald  have  been  otherwife 
intitled  to  the  fame  as  redaced 
officers.  Vn.  That  half-pay 
ihall  not  be  allowed  to  any  of 
the  officers  of  the  five  regiments 
of  dragoons  and  eight  regiments 
of  foot,  lately  difbanded  in  Ire- 
land, except  to  foch  as  wei*e 
taken  off  the  eftablifhment  of 
half-pay  in  Great^Britain.' 

(a)  This  leprefentation,  be- 
ing reckoned  a  carious  piece^  is 
here  inferted  at  large : 

*  In  obedience  to  your  lord- 
ihips'  order  of  reference  of  Au- 
Fuk  12,  that  I  fhouldwlay  be- 
fore yoor  lordlhips  ailateofthe 
gold  and  filver  coins  of  this 
kingdom,  in  weight  and  fine- 
nefs,  and  the  value  of  gold  in 
proportion  to  filver,  with  my 
obiervations  and  opinion,  and 
what  method  may  be  heft  for 
preventing  the  melting  down  of 

Vol,  XIX. 


the  filver  coin ;  I  humbly  repre- 
fent,  that  a  pound  weight  troy 
of  gold,  1 1  ounces  fine,  and  i 
onnce  allay,  is  cat  into  44  half 
guineas ;  and  a  pound  weight 
of  filver,  1 1  ounces  2  penny- 
weights fine,  and  18  penny- 
weights allay,  is  cut  into  62  ihil- 
lings  ;  and,  according  to  this 
rate,  a  pound  weight  of  fine 
gold  is  worth  1 5  pounds  weight 
Sounces,  17  penny-weights,  and 
5  grains  of  fine  filver,  reckoning 
a  guinea  at  1 1.  f  s.  6d.  in  fil- 
ver money.  Bat  filver  in  bul- 
lion exportable  is  ufually  worth ' 
2  d.  or  3  d.  per  ounce  more  than 
in  coin.  And,  if  at  a  medium, 
fuch  bullion  of  fiandard  allay  be 
valued  at  5  s.  4  d.  half-penny 
per  ounce,  a  pound  weight  of 
fine  gold  will  be  worth  1 4  pounds 
weight, 'II  ounces,  12  penny- 
weights, 9  grains  of  fine  filver 
in  bullion.  And  at  this  rate  a 
guinea  is  worth  but  fo  much 
filver  as  would  make  20  s.  8  d. 
When  (hips  are  lading  for  the 
Eaft-Indies,  the  demand  of  fil- 
ver for  exportation  raifes  the 
price  to  5  s.  6  d.  or  5  s.  8  d.  per 
ounce,  or  above;  but  I  confi- 
der  not  thofe  extraordinary 
cafes. 
A  Spaniih  piftole  was  coined 
M  for 
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Geo.  T.  Aiflabic  renewed  his  motion,  and  was  feconded  by  Mr.Caf- 

17 17.    wel,  who  made  a  long  fpeech  on  the  various  values,  which, 
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for  32  ^eas,  or  4  pieces  of  eight 
reab,  ufually  called  Pieces  of 
Eight,  and  is  of  equal  allay,and 
the  16th  part  of  the  weight 
thereof.  And  a  doppi6  moeda 
of  Portugal  was  coined  for  ten 
crufadoes  of  filver,  and  is  of 
equal  allay,  and  the  16th  part  of 
the  weight  thereof;  gold  is, 
therefore,  in  Spain  and  Portugal 
of  fixteen  times  more  valuethan 
filver  of  equal  weight  and  al- 
lav,  according  to  the  (landard 
jt)f  thofe  kingdoms  ;  at  which 
rate  a  guinea  is  worth  22s.  id. 
But  this  high  price  keeps  their 
gold  at  home  in  good  plenty, 
and  carries  away  the  Spanifli 
lilver  into  all  Europe ;  lo  that 
at  home  they  make  their  pay- 

'  inents  in  gold,  and  will  not  pay 
in  filver,  without  a  premium.. 
Upon  the  coming  in  of  a  plate- 
fieec,  the  premium  ceafes,  or  is 
but  fmall  ',  but,  as  their  illver 
goes  away,  and  becomes  fcarce, 
the  premium  increafes,  and  is 

•  moll  commonly  about  6  per 
cent,  which  being  abated,  a 
guinea  bcccmes  worth  about 
20  b,  9  s.  in  Spain  and  Portu- 
gal. 

In  France,  a  pound  weight 
af  fine  gold  is  reckoned  worth 
15  pounds  weight  ci  fine  filver; 
ih  raifing  or  tailing  their  mo- 
ney, their  king's  edidls  have 
fbmetimes  varied  a  little  from 
this  proportion,  in  excefs  or 
defe^ ;  but  the  variations  have 
been  fo  little,  that  I  do  not 
here  confider  them.t  By  the 
cdidl  of  May  1 709,  a  new  pi- 
llble  was  coined  for  4  new 
Levvifci,  and  is  of  equal  allay^ 


and  the  1  jth  part  of  the  weight 
thereof,  except  the  errors  of  tlieir 
mints.  And,  by  the  famecdid^^ 
fine  gold  IS  valued  at  fifteen 
times  It's  weight  of  fine  filver, 
and  at  this  rate  a  guinea  is  worth 
20  s.  8d.  halfpenny.  I  confi- 
der not  here  the  confufion  made 
in  the  monies  in  France,  by  fre- 
quent edids  to  fend  them  to  the 
mint,  and  give  the  king  a  tax 
out  of  them  ;  I  confider  the  va- 
lue only  of  gpld  and  filver  in 
proportion  to  one  another. 

The  ducats  of  Holland,  and 
Hungary,  and  the  empire,  were 
latelycurrent  in  Holland  among 
the  common  people  in  their 
markets  and  ordinary  affairs,  at 
5  guilders  in  fpecie,  and  5  iU- 
vers,  and  commonly  changed 
for  fo  much  filver  monies  in 
three  guilder  pieces,  and  guil- 
der pieces  as  guineas  are  with 
us  tor  21  s,  6d.  flerliag  ;  at 
which  rate  a  guinea  is  worth 
20  8.  7  d.  halfpenny. 

According  to  the  rates  of  gold 
to  filver  in  Italy,  Germany,  Po- 
land, Denmarki  and  Sweden, 
a  guinea  is  worth  about  20  s. 
and  7d.  6d»  5d.  or  4d.  for 
the  proportion  varies  a  little 
within  the  feveral  governmcBts 
in  thofe  countries.  In  Sweden, 
gold  is  loweft  in  proportion  to 
filver,  and  this  hath  made  that 
kingdom,  which  formerly  was 
content  with  copper  money, 
abound  of  late  with  filver,  fent 
thither  ( I  fufped  )  for  naval 
Hores. 

In  the  end  of  king  William's 
reign,  and  the  firft  y«ar  of  the 
late  queeni  whea  foreign  coins 

.    abounded 


r 


OF    EN  Q  I,  AND.  17^ 

#jt  di^ff^t  Um^   gpM  f^  Alver  coin$  have  bome,  with  Geo.  L 
'tfip^  om  WiA  aftothcf ,  accwdinff  to  the  plenty  or  fcarcity     1717- 


^hQVfi4f^  in  En^nd,  J  cau&d 
^  &!^  i9?^y  of  them  to  be  9^*- 
Ayc4  in  the  m^tf  and  f9UDd  by 
.the  a^ys,  jJi^t  J^ae  gold  was  to 
£^e  i^rei  in  S^in,  Portugal, 
fraoQe^  Hollani,  Italy,  JGer- 
ijo^y,  fud  the  northern  ^ng- 
4^^s,  i^  the  piof>!Oraon«  above- 
jgTBUi^ftcd,  errors  of  the  mints 


In  ^hm  1^  Ja|>an,  cjip 
^fp4  WPghC  of  .fine  gold  is 
^9<th  bttt.9/or  10  pounds  weight 
fif  Anie  filywi  'aii4>  in  Eaft-Xn- 
4if»  JitpMy  be  wprth  12.^  And 
.^4s  1^  priice  of  gold,  in  pro- 
jMtrti^  t9  jlilver,  carries  away 
|h^  ^ver  £roi^  aV  Europe. 

(Sp  then,  by  the  courie  of 
^^4^  luvi  cxdun^  between  na- 
1100  ju^  nation  m  all  £urope, 
^bif  ^o|d  is  to  fine  lUver  as  14^ 
.^.^StP.one;  and  a  guinea,  at 
^  fiuf^  rate^  ys  jiyoru  between 
.aos.  5.4.  and  zoa.  8d.  half- 
ftt^ny,  except  in  extraordix^uy 
j^afe^  gs  v^hen  a  ^ late-fieet  is 
joft  arrived  in  Spam,  or  ihips 
we  Jbden  here  for  the  £^-In- 
4ifi99  which  cafes  I  do  not  hece 
Goniider.  And  it  appears  by 
experience  as  well  as  by  reaibn, 
that  filver  flows  from  thofe  places 
where  its  value  is  lowefl  in  pro- 
portion to  gold,  as  from  Spain 
to  all  £urope,  anil  from  all  Eu- 
rope to  the  Eafl- Indies,  China, 
and  J^an;  and  that  gold  is 
jaaSt  plentiful  in  thofe  places,  in 
which  its  value  is  highefl  in  pro- 
portion to  iilver,  as  in  Spain  and 
England. 

It  is  the  demand  for  exporta- 
tion which  hath  raifcd  the  price 
of  exportable  filver  about  ^  d. 


of 


or  3d.  jn  th.e  ouQoe  above  that 
of  i^lver  ip  coin,  and  hach  there- 
by create^  a  tempmdon  to  ex- 
port or  melt  down  the  iilver 
coin,  rather  than  give  t4.  qt 
3  d.  more  for  foreign  iilver;  and 
the  (demand  for  exportation  a- 
riies  from  the  hiffher  price  of- 
fdver  in  other  pUces  than  in 
England,  in  proportion  to  ^Id,, 
that  i3,  from  the  higher  pnce  of 
gold  in  England  than  in  anjr 
other  places,  m  proportion  to 
iilver,  and  therefore  may  be  di- 
miniflied  by  lowering  the  value 
of  gold  in  proportion  to  filver. 
If  ffold  in  England,  or  filver  in 
Baft-India,    could   be  brought 
down  fo  low  as  to  bear  the  fame 
proportion  to  one  another  in  both 
places,  there  would  be  here  no 
greater  demand  for  iilver  than  for 
gold  to  be  exported  to  India : 
And,  if  gold  were  lowered  only 
fb  as  to  have  the  fame  propor- 
tion to  the  iilver  money  in  Eng- 
land, which  it  hath  to  filver  in 
the  reft  of  Europe,  there  would 
be  no  temptation  to  export  filvci' 
rather  than  gold  to  any  other 
part  of  Europe  :  And,  to  com- 
pafs  this  laft,    there  feems  no- 
thing more  requifite,    than    to 
take  off  about    10  d.  or  I2d. 
from  the  guinea,    fo  that  the 
gold  may  bear  the  fame  propor- 
tion to  the  filvcr-money  in  Eng- 
land, which  it  ought  to  do  by 
the  courfe  of  trade  and  exchange 
in   Europe;    but,  if  only  6d. 
were   taken  off  at    prclent,    it 
would  diminifh  the  temptation 
to  export  or  melt  down  the  iil- 
ver coin,     and  by  the    efFeds 
would  fhew  hereafter  better  than: 
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(leo.I.  of  cither;  he  fiiggcftcd.  That  the  over-valuation  of  gold,  iff 

ijx'j,  the  current  coins  of  Great-Britain,  had  occafioned  the  ex- 

—  portation 


<zn  appear  at  prefent,  what  fur- 
ther  reduction  woald  be  moH 
convenient  for  the  pablic. 

Jn  the  laft  year  of  king  Wil- 
liam, the  dollars  of  Scotland, 
worth  aboat  4  s.  6d.  half-pen- 
ny, were  put  aWay  in  the  north 
of  England  for  5  s.  and  at  this 
price  began  to  flow  in  upon  us ; 
I  gave  norice  thereof  to  the  lords 
commiiEoners  of  the  treafnry, 
and  they  ordered  the  cdledlors 
of  taxes  to  forbear  taking  them, 
and  thereby  put  a  Hop  to  the 
mifchief. 

At  the  fame  time  the  Lewi- 
dors  of  France,  which  were 
worth  but  17  s.  and  three  far- 
things a-piece,  palled  in  Eng- 
land for  17  s.  od.  I  gave  no- 
rice  thereof  to  the  lords  com- 
midioners  of  the  treafur}',  and 
his.  late  majefty  put  out  a  pro- 
clamation that  they  fhould  go 
but  at  17  s.  and  thereupon  they 
came  to  the  mint,  and  140c cool, 
were  coined  out  of  them ;  and  if 
the  advantage  of  5  d.  one  far- 
thing a  Lewidorfufficed,  at  that 
time,  to  bring  into  England  £> 
great  a  quantity  of  French  mo- 
ney, and  the  advantage  of  three 
farthings  in  a  Lewidor  to  brfng , 
it  (o  the  mint,  the  advantage  of 
9  d.  half-penny  in  a  guinea,  or 
above,  may  have  been  fuflicient 
to  brine  the  great  quantity  of 
gold  which  harn  been  coined  in 
the(e  laft  fifteen  years,  without 
any  foreign  filver. 

Some  years  ago,  the  Portugal 
moidors  were  received  in  tne 
t^cft  of  England  at  28  s.  a-piece; 
Qpon  notice  from  the  mint  that 
tisey  were   worth    only    about 


27  8.  7  d.  die  lords  commit 
fioners  of  the  treafory  ordered 
their  recehrers  of  taxes  to  take 
them  at  no  more  than  27  s.  6d. 
Afterwards,  many  gentlemen  in 
the  weft  fent  ap  to  uie  treafmy  a 
petirion,  that  the  receivers 
mi^ht  take  them  again  at  28  f. 
and  promiied  to  get  returns  for 
this  money  at  that  rate,  alledg«> 
ing,   that  when  they  went  at 

28  s.  their  country  was  M\  of 
gold,  which  they  wanted  very 
much  :  But  the  commiilioncrs  rf 
the  treafury  con£dering,  that  at 
28  s  the  nadon  would  lofe  ^d. 
a-piece,  reje£led  the  petition. 
And,  if  an  advantagejto  the 
merchant  of  5  d.  in  28  s.  did 
pour  that  money  upon  us,  much 
more  hath  an  advantage  to  the 
merchant  of  9d.  half- penny  in 
a  guinea,  or  above,  been  able 
to  oring  into  the  mint  gfeat 
quantities  of  gold  without  vaj 
foreign  filrer,  and  may  be  able 
to  do  ftHl,  till  the  caufe  be  re- 
moved 

If  things  be  let  alone  tfll  fil- 
ver money  be  a  little  fcarcer,  the 
gold  will  fall  of  itfelf ;  for  peo- 
ple are  already  backward  to 
give  filver  for  gold,  and  will,  in 
a  little  time,  refufe  to  aiake  pay- 
ments in  filver,  witboot  a  pre- 
mium, as  they  do  in  Spain,  and 
this  picmium  will  be  an  ^>ate- 
ment  in  the  value  of  the  £old: 
And  fo  the  queftion  is.  Whe- 
ther gold  fhall  be  lowered  by 
the  government,  or  let  alone 
rill  it  falls  of  itfelf,  by  the  want 
of  filver  money  ? 

It  may  be  faid,  that  there  are 
great  quantities  of  £lver  in  plaoe, 

and» 
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pHtajtioa  of  great  quantities  of  filver  (j^ccies ;  and*  to  that  Geo.  I. 
purpofe,  laid  open  a  clandeftine  trade,  which  of  late  years  1717-18' 
had  been  carried  on  by  the  Dutch,  Hamburehers,  and  other  ■ 
foreigners,  in  concert  with  the  Jews,  and  other  traders  here, 
which  confifted  in  exporting  illver  coins,  and  importing^d 
in  lieu  thereof,    which  being  coined  into  guineas  at  the 
Tower,  near  fifteen  pence  was  got  by  every  guinea,  which 
amounted  to  about  5  per  cent,  and,  as  thefe  returns  might 
be  made  five  or  fix  times  in  a  year,  confiderable  fums  were 
thereby  got,  to  the  prejudice  or  Great  Britain,  who  thereby 
was  drained  of  fiiver,  and  over-ftocked  with  Gold  :  Conclu- 
ding, That,  in  his  opinion,  the  moft  efFedlual  way  to  put  ai 
flop  to  this  pernicious  trade  was  to  lower  the  price  of  guineas^ 
and  all  other  gold  fpecies* 

This  fpeech  was  received  with  applaufe,  and  an  addrefi 
was  voted,  and  prefented  to  the  king,  for  a  proclamation  to 
forbid  all  perfons  to  utter  or  receive  guineas  at  a  higher  rate 
than  one  and  twenty  fhillings  for  each  guinea.  Purfuant  to 
this  addrefs,  the  proclamation  was  iiTued  the  next  day 
after  which  the  commons  adjourned  till  the  13th  of  Ja- 
nuary. 

The  lowering  the  value  of  gold,  which  was  thought  a  pro- 
per expedient  to  procure  a  greater  circulation  of  filver  pieces, 
had,  during  the  recefs,  a  contrary  efFedl,  either  as  was  fup- 
pofed,  through  the  covetoufnefs'  of  fome  monied  men, 
who  hoarded  up  filver,  in  hopes  that  the  fame  would  be 
raifed;  or  out  of  fear  that  gold  would  be  ftil I  lowered  ;  or 
through  the  malice  of  the  difafFeSed,  who,  by  the  fame 
methcd,  thought,  if  not  to  didrefs  the  government,  at  leaft 
to  raife  murmurings  againfl  it  among  the  common  people, 

and,  if  the  plate  were  coined,  broad,  there  will  be  a  tempta- 

there  would  be  no  want  of  filver  tion  to  fend  away  filver  rather 

money  ;  but  I  recfeon  that  Glvet  than  gold,  becaufe  of  the  profit, 

is  iaier  from  exportation  in  the  whichisalmoft4p€rccnt.  And, 

form  of  plate  than  in  the  form  for  the  fame  reafon,  foreigners 

ofmoncv,  becaufe  of  the  greater  will  choofe  to  fend  hither  their 

value  0/  the  filver  and  Tafhion  gold  rather  than  their  filver.' 

togedier;  and  Afrefbre  I  am  ^11  which  is  moft   humbly 

HOC  for  coming  the  plate,  till  fubmittedtoyoarlordflups 

Che  temptauon  to  export  the  fil-  ^  ^-^j^^^                 F 

ver  money  (which  is  a  profit  of  f 

ad.  or  3  d.  an  ounce)  be  dimi-  Mint-Officc, 

niflied  :  For,  as  often  as  men  ^P^-  ^ii  1717- 

are  neceffitated  to    fend  away  Isaac  Newton. 
money  for  anfwering  debts  a- 
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Geo.  I,  upon  account  of  the  flop  whifh  Was  thcrtby  put  M  ^tttjr 

1717-18.  trade.     In  order  therefore  to  remedy  this  great  *vil,  as  focm 

■■■•••■'■•         as  the  commons  met,  they  came  to  a  refolutiofi,  «  That 

this  houfe  will  not  alter  the  ftandard  of  the  gold  und  filver 

cciins  of  this  kingdom  in  fineneis,  weight,  and  denomination ; 

.  The  lords  came  alfo  to  the  fame  refolution,  and  ordered  9 

bill  to  be  brought  in  to  prevent  the'hielting  do\rn  of  the  fil- 

ver  coin. 

Upon  a  meflage  delivered  to  the  lords  by  the  lord  chan-* 

cellor,  and  to  the  commons  by  Mr.  comptroller,  both  honfes 

adjourned  for  a  few  days.    It  was  generally  believed  this  ad-» 

Journment  wai  occafioned  by  fomc  meafures  that  were  then 

taken,  in  order  to  reconcile  the  royal  faniily,  which  not  hav4 

ing  the  defired  eiFed,  it  whs  expeded  the  king  would,  on 

the  day  of  meeting,  have  come  to  the  fadufe  of  peers,  and 

acquainted  the  parliament  with  fome  matters  of  importance; 

but  the  court  took  anoidier  courfe^  to  thci  great  difdppointment 

of  fome  perfons  (b). 

.  'o^gn  a-       About  this  time  a  defign  againft  the  king's  life  was  difcb- 

■^vX  li^c    ^'^^^^*     '^^^  author  of  it  Tecrtidd  to  be  fitter  for  Bedlam  d»n 

bv  Ja:r  «^    Newgate.      His  name  was*  James  Shepheard,  a  youth  of 

(b)  The  king  confalted  the  ccptori  for  the  duke  of  Gloir- 
judges  about  fome  matters  in  ceiler,  ion  of  the  princcft  Abne» 
difpute  betweea  him  iind  the  prefumptive  heir  of  Great  Bri- 
prince.     He  eave  notice  of  it  to  tain  by  the  new  edabliilunent. 
the  prince,  that  he  might  fend        The  other  point  was,  >X^he- 
fome  perfo  ns   to  f<:t  forth  and  ther  the  king  could  retMn,  fo> 
fupport  his    pretenfions.      His  the  maintenance  of  the  childreft, 
royal  highnefs  fent  Sir  Robert  feme  part  of  the  hundfed  thotr- 
"Raymond,    Mr.  Carter,     Mr.  fand  pounds  granted  by  par- 
Mr.  Darnel,  and  Mr.  Reynolds,  liamcnt  to  the  prince  of  Wales  ? 
The  firll   point  was,    whether  The  judges  were  divided  upon 
the  care  of  the  education  of  the  this  point,    but,   howtver,   in 
j-oyal  family  belonged  of  right  fuch  a  manner  as  feemed  10  fii- 
to  the  king?   The  judges  were  vour  the  prince.    This  conful- 
inoft  of  them  for  the  affirmative,  ration  proved  fruitlefs.      Tiro 
allcdging,    befides  other  argu-  prince  and  princefs  ftocMl  their 
piehts,    the  example .  of  kmg  ground,  and,  though  they  left 
Charles  II,   whcT  educated  his  to  the    king  the  educSition  df 
two  nieces  in  the  Protcftant  re-  their  childrefi,  they  rdufed  «> 
ligion,    ar*d   married  them  to  contribute  towards  the  ejqjemcfc, 
Proceftcnc  princes  againft    the  The  king  made  his  ^grtLttdfon, 
'"             will  of  the  duke  of -York,  his  prince  Frederick,  duke  of  Gloli- 
brother.    They  cited  alfo  the  ccfter,    and  formed  the  young 
example  of  king  William,  who  priiicei&s  hottlhold. 
fippointed  governors  and  pre-  .   , 

cigbteea 
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eighteen  years,  apprentice  to  a  coach-maker  in  Deronfliire-  Ceo.  I. 
ftreet.  On  the  24th  of  January  he  came  to  the  houfe  ofij  17-18- 
Mr.  John  Leake,  a  nonjuring  clergyman,  and,  not  finding;- 
him  at  home,  left  a  letter  with  the  g^aid,  who  delivered  it 
to  Mr.  Leake's  daughter.  When  Mr.  Leake  came  home, 
the  letter  was  given  to  him,  who,  upon  reading  the  fuper- 
fcriptfon,  found  it  dire£led  for  the  reverend  Mr.  Heath ;  upon 
which  he  douhted  of  it's  being  left  for  him  ;  but  being  told 
by  the  maid  that  it  was  left  for  him,  and  confidering  that 
there  was  no  fuch  perfon  as  Mr.  Heath,  a  clergyman,  in  that 
neighbourhood,  he  opened  the  letter,  and  havmg  read  it  to 
himfelf,  told  his  maid  and  daughter,  it  was  a  wiclped  a;id  vi]~ 
iainous  letter,  and  then  read  it  to  them,  and  afterwards 
threw  it  into  the  fire.  Bu%  upon  confidering  the  matter, 
and  fufpedifng  that  fome  perfon  might  have  fent  it  with  a 
defign  to  get  his  houfe  fearched,  and  fix  an  odium  upon  him,  . 
he  went  to  Sir  John  Fryer,  alderman,  the  next  morning,  and 
acquainted  him  with  the  matter.  Sir  John  advifed  him  to  fe« 
cure  the  writer  of  the  letter,  if  he  fbould  call  again  at  his 
houfe,  as  it  feems  he  had  promifed  to  do.  According  to  his 
promife  he  called  again  in  three  days,  when  Mr.  Leake  afk- 
cd  him  whether  his  name  was  James  Shepheard,  and  if  he 
hzd  left  a  letter  for  him  on  the  Friday  before  f  he  anfwered 
in  the  affirmative  ;  upon  which  he  was  feizpd,  and  carried 
before  Sir  John  Fryer :  Shepheard  owned  to  him  the  bring- 
ing of  the  letter  j  and,  being  aflced,  if  he  had  a  copy  of  it  ? 
he  anfwered,  he  had  no  copy  about  him  j  but,  if  he  had  pen, 
ink,  and  paper,  he  coujd  foojn  write  one ;  which  he  did,  and 
gave  it  to  Sir  John  ;  who  obferying  to  him,  that  he  had  not 
put  his  name  to  it,  he  immediately  fubfcribed  it,  affirming, 
that  he  believed  it  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  letter  be  had  left 
at  Mr.  Leake's  ;  and  that,  if  at  all,  it  differed  only  in  fome 
few  words.     The  copy  was  as  follows : 

SIR. 

*  From  the  many  difcontents  vifiblc  throughout  this  king- 
dom, I  infer,  that,  if  the  prince  no\y  reigning  could  be  by 
deatfx  removed,  our  king  being  here,  he  nnght  be  fettled  on 
his  throne  without  much  lofs  of  blood.  For  the  more  ready 
effc£ling  of  this,  I  propofe,  that  if  ;iny  gentleman  will  pay 
for  my  pafTage  into  Italy,  and  if  our  friends  will  intrufl  one 
fo  young  with  letters  of  invitation  to  his  majedy,  I  will,  on 
his  arrival,  fqaite  the  ufurper  in  his  palace.  In  this  confu- 
iion,  if  ijufficient  forces  may  be  raifcd,  his  majefty  may^  ap- 
pear 3  if  noc^  he  may  retreat,  or  conceal  himfelf,  ti]]^  a  fitter 

M  4  opportunity^ 
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Geo.  I.   portunity.     Neither  is  it  prefumptuous  to  hope,  that  this  may 
1717-18.  fucceed,  if  we  confider  howteafy  it  is  to  cut  the  tijread  of 

human  life ;  how  great  confuiion  the  death  of  a  prince  oc- 

caiions  in  the  moft  peaceful  nations ;  and  how  mutinous  the 
people  are,  how  defi^us  of  a  change^  But  we  will  fuppof^ 
the  worft,  that  I  am  feized,  and  by  torture  examined.  Now, 
that  this  may  endanger  none  but  myfeif,  it  will  be  neceflary, 
that  the  gentleman,  who  defrays  my  charges  to  Italy,  leave 
England  before  my  departure ;  that  I  be  ignorant  of  his 
majefty*s  ^bode  5  that  I  lodge  with  fome  Whig  ;  that  you 
abfcond  ;  and  that  this  be  communicated  to  none.  But, 
be  the  event  as  it  will,  I  can  expedl  nothing  lefs  than  a 
moft  cruel  death  ;  which  that  I  may  the  better  fupport,  it 
will  be  requifite,  that,  from  my  arrival  till  the  attempt,  I 
every  day  receive  the  holy  facrament  ftom  one  who  fhall  be 
ignorant  of  the  defign.' 
*  James  Shepheard. 

Sir  John  Fryer  committed  him  prifoner  to  the  Compter, 
and  afterwards  went  with  him  and  Mr.  Leake,  bis  daughter 
and  maid,  to  the  earl  of  Sunderlani^'s  office,  where  the  copy 
of  the  letter  was  produced,  and  read  to  him;  which  he 
owned  with  the  greateft  unconcern  imaginable.  He  owned 
likewife,  that,  while  he  was  at  fchool  at  Saliibury,  he 
had  imbibed  the  principles,  which  he  then  a£ted  upon,  by 
convcrfation  with  his  fchool  ^fellows,  who,  in  the  tin^e  of  the 
rebellion  in  the  north,  wifhed  the  pretender  might  have  fuc- 
c^fs,  and  was  confirmed  in  his  opinion  by  reading  fome  pam- 
phlets he  faw  lying  on  fome  bookfellers'  ftalls,  particularly 
*  A  Vindication  of  the  biihop  of  Exeter,'  and  efpecially 
from  the  improvement  of  the  words  of  St.  Paul,  *  That  pcr-f 
fons  ought  to  be  obedient  to  the  powers  that  were  fet  over 
them,  although  they  were  tyrannical.'  That  he  had  three 
years  ago  refoived  upon  the  defign  to  aiTaffinate  the  king, 
and  did  determine  to  put  it  it%  execution,  when  opportunity 
offered  (c).    He  W2^s  brought  to  his  trial  on  the  6th  of 

March 

(c)  When  the  recorder  gave  the  mindt  of  hii  majefly's  fab* 

fentence,  he  fuid>  *  It  was  rea-  jeds  ;  and  it  appears 'to  be  U> 

fonable  to  think  that  you 'had  from  your  own  confeffion,  that 

received  thofeimpreffionsywhich  you  had  iinbibed  your  princi-? 

incited  you  to  this  undertaking,  pies  from  fermons   and    pam* 

from  fomeof  thofefalfeandma-  phlets,  which  make  you  thinly 

licious  libels,  which  have  been  king  George  an  ufurper,  and 

indufb-icufly  diiper^d  to  delude  the  pretencter  yoor  lawful  king. 

unwary  readers^  and  ta  alienate  It  fccms   ftrangc,  tiiat   you 

Ihould 
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March,  for  high-treafon ;  and  the  evidence  againft  him  was  Geo.  T, 
very  ftrong.     Being  called  upon  by  the  court  to  make  his  i7i7*iS. 
defence,  he  acknowledged  the  truth  of  what  had  been  depo-    ^    '      '  • 
fed  againft  him  ;  and  owned,  that  he  meant  it,  that  he  in- 
tended it,  and  did  not  think  there  was  any  harm  in  it,  or 
any  guilt  in  the  fad,  if  committed.     Upon  this  he  was  con« 
demned,  and  executed  at  Tyburn,  being  attended  by  Mr. 
Onne,  a  Nonjuring  clergyman,  who  abfolved  him  at  the 
gallows,  and  was  fuppofed  to  have  penned  his  fpeech ;  whicli 
being  an  invedive  againft  the  king,  the  government  did  pot 
ihink  proper  to  allow  it  to  be  printed  (d) ;  and  Mr.  Orme 
was  taken  into  the  cuftody  of  a  meflenger.     Orme  was  fre- 
quently examined ;  but,  as  nothing  appeared,  upon  which 
it  was  judged  proper  to  bring  him  to  a  trial,  he  was  at  laft 
fet  at  liberty.    .  ^ 

The  fame  day  that  Shepheard  was  haftged,  the  marquifs  Jl^^tri*  ^ 
de  Paleotti,  brother  to  the  duchefs  of  Shrewfbury,  was  exe-ecoted  ftr  * 
cuted  for  killing  his  fervant.  The  marquifs  had  been  in  the  moHer* 
grmy  many  years,  under  various  commiffions,  and  had  then 
a  regiment  in  the  emperor's  fervice.  He  was  reported  to  be 
a  gentleman  very  unhappy  in  bh  natural  temper,  and  apt  to 
fly  into  fu(3den  indecencies  of  ^affion.  It  appeared  upon  trial, 
that  the  marquifs  committed  this  unhappy  fa£l  upon  his  fer- 
vant late  at  night,  as  they  were  going  along  in  the  ftreet  to* 
gether,  but  upon  what  provocation  no  one  knew.  The  cjr- 
cumftances  were  fuch,  as  to  leave  no  poiEbility  of  its  beipg 
done  by  any  other  hand,  though  none  faw  otherwife  than  the 
buftle,  and  running  andpurfuing,  with  outcries  of  danger 
made  by  the  deceafed.  The  marauifs  made  a  very  infigni- 
ficant  defence,  and  pretended  diftradion,  or  a  total  igno« 
ranee  of  the  whole  matter ;  and  it  was  faid,  that,  afterwards 
he  would  frequently  call  for  him,  as  if  he  had  been  in  at- 
tendance about  him,  and  had  fallen  into  no  harm  ;  but  hp 

(hoald  hint  at  a  paffage  in  St.  '  fcff on  of  the  throne,  and  by 

]Paiil  for  your  jamfication.    If  whom  his  fobjeds  are  protefted 

)ie  exhorted  the  Chrifdans  to  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  tbeir 

fubmit  to  the  Romim  emperors,  rights  and  privileges,   and  of 

even  though  they  fliould  be  ty-  every  thing  that  is  dear  and  va^ 

rants.  How  comes  it»  that  you,  loable  to  mankind  ?* 
a  private  yopth,  (hould  not  only        (d)  However,  it  was  clande- 

indee  of  the  title  of  kings  in  op-  ftinely  printed  and  difperfed  a* 

po&on  to  the  fenfe  of  fo  many  bont»  mibmach  that  it  came 

parliaments;  but  that  you  fliould  back  to  England  at  laft  in  th« 

think  yooHelf  authorjiwd  to  miir-  Amierdam  Covrant* 
dct  fi  prince  in  peaceable  pof- 

Vra« 
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Geo.  I.  was  found  guilty,  and  fcntence  pailed  accordingly.     Very 
I7i7ri8.  earned  inftances  were  made  for  bis  pardon,  and  perfons  of 
*.  ■  ■'    "  great  diftin£tion  employed  on  his  behalf,  particularly  his  filler 
^he  ducbefs  of  Shrewfbury ;  but  it  was  all   to  no  purpofe, 
his  majefty  refolving  that  the  law  (hould  take  place  upon  fuch 
^n  offender,  notwithftanding  the  eminence  of  his  character. 
And  upon  apprehenfions  only  of  a  pardon,  from  the  known 
influence  of  thofr  who  follicited  it,  even  the  common  people 
began  ftrangely  to  ferment,  and  dihfftSt^d  perfons  were  cun- 
ning enough  to  blow  up  the  coals,  and  aggravate  highly  upon 
the  impunity  of  fuch  a  crimen  infomuch  that  the  pul3lic 
quiet  called  for  his  execution^     So  much  regard  was,  how> 
icyer,  granted  to  his  diftinftion*  as  to  be  carried  out,  on  the 
day  of  .execiition,  early  in  the  morning,  tp  avoid  the  ufual 
crouds  of  fpe£lators;  but,"  whether  by  that  .getting  air,  and 
the  defire  of  the  people  to  fee  juftice  done  upon  him,  or  bc- 
caufe  young  Shepbeard,  the  affaflin,  was  to  be  executed  at 
the  fame  place  that  day,  is  (lot  certain,  yet  the  place  was 
more  thronged  than  commonly,  and  he  had  the  mortification 
of  having  many  thoufand  witnefiTes  to  his  unhappy  and  fliame- 
ful  end. 
The  king        The  king  had  always  (hewn  a  great  regard  for" the  South- 
■ccepts  the  g^^  company,  and  was  pjeafcd  to  be  a  proprietor  in  their 
fwernmen   j^^^^^     ^Yhc  company,  to  exprefs  their  gratitude,    defired 
fouth-Sea    leave  to  chufe  him  for  their  goveri>or  in  the  following  ad- 

icompany.      Jrefs  I 

'  The  general  court  of  the  South -Sea  company  crave  leave 
to  acknowledge,  with,  the  greateft  fenfe  of  gratitude,  the 
many  marks  of  your  royal  favour,  which  the  company  have 
received,  ever  fince  your  majefty*s  happy  acceflion  to  the 
crown  ;  and,  in  particular,  the  honour  done  them  in  becom- 
ipg  a  proprietor  in  their  flock. 

They  therefore  do,  in  the  mpft  humble  and  dutiful  man- 
ner, befeech  your  majefty  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  grant 
them  the  further  honour  of  ufing  your  royal  name  for  their 
governor  in  the  enfuing  eleftion.' 

The  king,  agreeiitg  to  their  requeft,  fent  a  mefllage  to  the 
houfe  of  commons,  acquainting  them,  that,  having  con- 
dcfccnded  to  permit  himfelf  to  be  chofen  governor  of  the 
South -Sea  company,  he  recommended  it  to  the  houfc  to  con- 
fider  of  propef  mcchods  to  remove  any  difficulties  that  might 
^rife  on  that  dccafion.  Immediately  a  bill  was  brought  in 
and  paffed  both  houfes,  inabliog  the  king  to  be  governor, 
and  exeniptiiig  him  from  taking;  the  ufual  oath?* 


4.  »; 
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Oil  the  3d  of  Fcbmivjr^  die  king  was  unanimotifly  Cbofen  Oeo«  L 
governor  by  the  idiok  company^  confiAinl;  of  fifteen  hUn*  iyi7»i8« 
drti  and  eighty-three  peribns.    At  thi  i^tne  time  were  cho-  n 

fen  z  fttb-'goTerfior  and  deputy-goipcmor •  As  evtsry  thing  is 
influenced  by  party  in  England,  the .  Whigfc  of  the  Companyt 
had  hrxabi  their  plan,  to  cbufe  under  the  king  Mr.  Samiid 
Shepherd  and  Sir  Theodoie  Janfen ;  but  the  Tories  laid  their 
meafnnes  fo  well,  that  Sir  James  Baoeman,  one  of  that  party^ 
was  ele£ltd  fub^governor,  by  a  majority  of  ninehundrni  and 
eighty-three  agatnft  fee  hundred,  and  the  Whigs  were  forced 
to  he  frtisfied  whh  chufing  Mr.  Shepherd  for  deputy-govern 
lior* 

One  of  the  principal  ftibjeds  of  debate,  this  feffion,  was  DeUtts  on 
the  bill  for  regulatina  the  land-forces^  and  punifhing  mutiny  the  mutuy 
Md  deferttoh.     As  mt  court  had  occafion  for  their  whole  ^°^  ^^' 
ftrength  to  carry  this  bill,  care  was  taken  that  all  the  abfent  Pr^H.  c. 
members  Ihould  be  fummoned,  fo  that  the  houfe,  when  the  Pr!  h!  lI 
bill   was  brought  in,   was  more  nameroos  than  had  been 
known  for  many  years  paft.     The  debate  ran  chiefly  upoa 
die  power  of  Courts-m&rtial,  to  punifli  mntiny  and  dciertion 
with  death.     Mr.  Hutchinfon  began  with  urging.  That  a 
Cbtirt-mankl  was  never  allowed  of  in  Eilghnd  in  a  time  of 
peace,  as  being  inconfiftent  with  the  rights  and  liberdes  of  a 
free  peofdei  and  itioved,  that  the  ofiences  committed  by  the 
Ibldiers  be  cognisable  and  puniflied  by  the  civil  magiftrate. 
Mr.  Hutchinfon  was  feconded  by  Mr.  Harley,  who,  to  fbew 
the  danger  of  a  (landing  army,  governed  oy  martial  law, 
quoted,  with  gi'eat  commendation,  a  book  written  by  a  noble 
member  of  thst  houfe,  inthled,  ^  An  Account  of  Denmark.' 
Upon  this  the  lord  Molcfworth  (author  of  that  book)  endea- 
voured to  (hew,  that  this  was  not  a  parallel  cafe :    That  the 
prefent  pofture  of  afikirs  in  Great  Britain  was  very  different 
from  the  ilate  of  things  in  Denmark  at  that  junaure  ;  and 
that,  the  commons  having  already  declared  it  neceflary  to 
-maintain  ^landing  forces,  it  was  no  leis  necefTary  to  keep 
dibie  forces  within  the  bounds  of  duty  and  difcipline  by  the 
Orditiafy  roles  of  martial  law,  as  was  ever  pradifed  in  all  ci- 
'rtlJfed  tiiMJons.    Qeheral  Lumley,  and  fome  others,  were  of 
Ml*.  H^tchihfon's  opitiinn  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand.  Sir  Jo« 
(qph  "jtkyll  was  for  keeping  up  the  martial  law,  zt  leaft,  a 
year  longer.     But  the  main  difpute  was  between  Mr.  Craggs 
and  Mr.  viTalpole.    After  they  had  done  (peaking,  Mr.  Lech- 
^mere,  who  had  been  hitherto  filent,  rofe  up  and  fpoke  with 
great  weighty  particularly  in  anfwer  to  what  Mr.  Walpole» 
tts  well  as  Mr.  Hutchinibn,  had  advanced,  that  a  court** 

martial. 
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Geo.  I.  martia],  in  time  of  peace,  was  altogether  unknown  in  Eng« 
1717*18*  land.  Helhewed,  on  the  contram  that  the  court  of  admi- 
■  ralty,  which  is  allowed  in  times  of  peace,  as  well  as  of  war, 

has  an  equal  power  in  relation  to  feamen,  with  a  court-mar- 
tial in  relation  to  foldiers. 

When  the  debate  was  over,  and  the  queffaon  put,  Whe- 
dier  courts-martial  fliould  puniih  mutiny  and  defertion  with 
death,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  a  majority  of  eigh- 
teen voices  only,  two  hundred  and  forty-feven  againft  two 
kundred  and  tweOty*nine.  £0  that  there  were  four  hundred 
and  feveaty-fix  members  in  the  honfe,  beiides  three  Whigs, 
and  fix  or  feven  Tories,  who  happened  to  be  (hut  out  when 
the  queftion  was  put.  The  abbot  du  Bois,  the  French  mi- 
nifter,  having  defired  to  be  prefent  at  this  debate,  he  was  ad- 
mitted incognito,  a  favour  which,  that  day,  had  been  refufed 
to  feveral  peers. 

When  the  bill  came  to  be  read  thelaft  time,  and  the 

Sueftion  put  for  paffing  it,  there  were  a  hundred  and  ei^ty- 
X  votes  for  it,  and  but  a  hundred  and  five  againft  it.    jThh 
great  majority  was  afcribed  to  Mr.  Walpole's  voting  for  it, 
and  his  having  declared  to  his  friends,   <  That,  though,  in 
the  debate  about  the  bill,  he  was  for  having  mutiny  knd  de- 
ftrtion  puniftied  by  the  civil  magiftrate,  yet  he  had  ftill  radier 
thofe  crimes  (houid  be  puniihed  by  martial  law  than  not  at 
all.'    The  bill,  having  paiTed  the  commons,  was  fent  up  to 
the  lords. 
DeKttts  in       When  the  bill  came  before  the  lords,  it  occafioned  very 
^^^^^  warm  debates,  and  many  fpeeches  were  made  on  both  fides, 
the  mutiay  ^^  which  thefe  are  fome  of  the  moft  remarkable  (e).     The 
bill.  lord 

Pr.  H.  L. 


(c)  When  the  hill  was  read 
the  fecond  time  in.  a  very  fall 
houfe,  the  earl  of  Oxford  began 
with  faying,     '  That,   as  long 
A  n.    «.      as  he  had   breath,    he    would 
loKa.  fpeak  for  the  liberties  of  hi* 
jjoj^.  country ;  and  that  he  was  not 

only  again!}  this  bill,  becaufc 
he  thought  a  martial  court  in- 
confiftent  with  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  Engliflimen,  but 
^Ifo  againft  keeping  up  fo  great  a 
number  of  forces  ;  which,  be- 
ing altogether  uielefs  in  a  time 
^f  profound  pefice,  could  not 


but  raife  juft  apprehenfions,  that 
fbmething  was  intended  againft 
our  happy  and  ancient  conftito* 
tioQ.'  To  which  it  was'  an- 
fwered,  *  That  the  nation  had 
the  happinefs  to  be  govemetT 
by  a  prince,  who,  £nce  his  ac- . 
ceffion  to  the  throne,  had  con- 
vinced every  body,  that  he  de* 
fired  no  more  troops  than  what 
were  abfolutely  neceilary  for  the 
fafetv  and  tranquillity  of  his 
dominions :  That  whoever 
would  impartially  and  ferioufly 
confidcr    the   prefent  circum- 

fiancet 
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lord  Haroouft  rpokeagainft  the  bill,  and  urged,  among  otber  Geo.  L 
diings,  <  That  the  parliament,  that  is,  tlwreprefentative  of  1717-18^ 

the 


tances  of  aSainy  mfJt  own, 
that  the  noinber  of  troops  that 
wete  kept  Iboidiog  was  very 
finaQ:  That  it  couid  not  be  de- 
nied, dutt  the  pretender  had  a 
great  many  fiiends  both  at  hone 
and  abroad,  who  watched  all 
opportunities  to  foment  and 
tate  advantiuge  of  oar  inteftine 
diviiions :  That,  on  die  other 
hand.  Great  Britain  flood  gua- 
rantee for  the  neutrality  of  Italy, 
whkh  was  then  threatened  with 
an  invafion :  And  therefore  it 
was  matter  of  pmdence,  as  well 
MS  of  neceffity,  to  keep  up  a 
competent  force,  both  to  lup- 
prefs  any  inforreffion  at  home, 
or  to  repel  any  infult  from 
abroad ;  and  to  make  good  our 
engagements  for  mamtaining 
the  repofe  of  Europe.  Here- 
upon a  late  minifler  *  (aid,  He 
was  furprifed  to  hear,  that  the 
noble  lord,  whofpokelaft,  was 
not  better  acquainted  with  (bme 
matters  of  n£t  i  but  that  he 
thought  hxmfelf  obliged  to  in- 
form the  houfe,  That,  by  the 
treaty  concluded  and  figned  at 
Utrecht  in  March  1713,  be- 
tween the  miniflers  of  Great 
Britain  and  France,  the  late 
queen,  of  glorious^memory,  was 
roarantee  for  the  neutrality  of 
Italy,  and  the  iflands*  in  the 
Mediterranean,  only  daring  the 
eracnadon  of  Caodonia,  and 
till  the  concluiion  of  a  general 
oeace :  For  the  truth  of  which, 
his  lordfhip  appealed  to  his  col- 
league in  chat  negotiation.  He 
ad&d,  that,  fince  that  time, 
d^  ftate  of  things  was  quite  al- 
tered, and  thoft  in  the  miniilry 


oodd  heft  tell,  what  engiige- 
menu  had  been  entered  into, 
either  with  the  emperor  or 
France.  Hereupon  it  was 
thought  necefliuj  to  know  the 
contents  of  thoK  new  treaties  ; 
mid  therefore  it  was  moved  to 
addrefi  his  nu^jelly,  that  the 
fiune  might  be  laid  befiue  the 
honfe :  Which  addxtfs  was  n- 
greed  to,  but  wa^  never  prden« 
ted. 

On  the  20th  of  February,  it 
was  moved,  *  Thatit  be  an  in- 
ftruQion  to  the  committee,  thtt 
they  do  providethat  no  punifli-  . 
ment  fmdl  be  infliAed  at  any 
court-martial,  which  fhall  ex- 
tend to  life  or  limb.*  Someiea^ 
foBs  were  given  for  fupporting   ^ 
this  modon;   but  it  was  an- 
fwered,  that  fuch  a  daufe  would 
render  the  bill  inefiedual,  ba-  «  jt^  ^ 
ttifli  all  manner  of  difcipline  Stnfed. 
fiom    the    army,   and  coafe- 

Sendy  render  it  intirely  alts 
s.  Hereupon  there  aiofe  a 
warm  debate,  which  lafted  fiom 
two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
till  {even  in  the  evening. 

Herein  it  was  endeavoured  to 
be  fhewn.  That  fo  numerous  a 
force,  as  was  allowed  by  that  bill 
to  be  maintained  in  dme  of  peace, 
was  not  only  dangerous  in  itfelf 
to  a  free  nation,  but  was  yet 
rendered  more  dangerous,  by 
their  being  governed  by  mar- 
tial law ;  a  law  unknown  to  our 
conRitudon,  deflru£live  of  our 
liberties^  and  not  endured  by 
our  anceltors.  To  which  it  was 
anfwered.  That,  amoujr  the 
ancient  Romans,  the  wifeft  peo- 
ple in  the  world,  and  the  great- 
eft 


i9d  T  iCE    H  I  S  T  OR  Y 

Geo.  i.  tihe  whole  fMtion,  wtm  e^tr  MMrtnift  yuimi9  of  libe  U^B%^ 
717-1&  tive  power,  wkfi  wliidi  tkej  mn  vtftcd  s  ami  iJbbat  th^  Ipfd^ 
'  "  '  in  a  particular  manner,  ought  to  be  tender  of  it ;  becaufe 
it  is  a  branch  of  their  prerogative  to  be  the  fupreme  court  of 
jtidieatuM  $  but  that  fay  thtt  bil],  mhtuky  ibp  kin%  was  4^ 
flbled  toeftaUiflicpiiftBHiMrdal,  witl|  power  tOtryap^iJQl^r 
mine  any  offences  ^^ified  Jn  i^eartides  of  war,  thepadlia* 
io^nt  yefted  a  fole  legifiatire  pow^r  in  the  crown,  which  was 
fommiinicated  and  delegated  to  a  co^incl)  of  )¥ar.  That  4hb 
ihill  fets  ailde  9U  oi2i£j:Lw5>'bptJi  pvll  and  ecdeCaftica],  in 

ieft  ioynri  sad  a/Kr^r^  «f  pub-  :i9/)mi{  wa$  ^g^o  fyggefled,  about 
Jic  litKity,  naifoj  Jaws  4U;i4  .Xhie  dan^e/  of  aSandinsr  armjr 
4fftspiiiie  w^se  kmgoiM^  by  Wd^  Jdiibjod  to  ^lard^  daw ; 
decrees  of  the  fenate,  and  wxere  bat  k  >y9^  m^uitained^  on  the 
in  taact  im  umf»  ^  poacr  as  .co^torx^  thojt  die  forces  tl^en 
wcU  <a6  in  iMn9  •f  <w#vr.  Ai)4  on  foa(  >v'^e  QecefTar^  .both  for 
.nplied  io,  in  {}Mv¥:$,  tim  it  (tie  iA^pj;>0rt  of  th«  government, 
emch  ii^lflr.  ^  iS^tep^d  ^o-  awl  the  pjotofUon  jof  our  ^Ifies ; 


m^ik  Atsk  fi)r«jcn  fs«fMi^pJ«$ ;    (h«it  jji^ir  Jordfliips  ought  to 

■  la 


wcae  pcpdwged  fcyc-  cohfid^r,  tha^,  when  thelate  re- 

4al.iiiftMce3dmm^  frQ9D.thehj-  JbeHioo  bi:9l^,e  put,    che^  had 

-fiotf  isf  <jAHit  Aitaia,  th^t  a  douhle  the  ^ymjber  of  re^dar 

ibmding  arm|r«  iniaide^ofpeac?,  ttoiopSf  aady$tidie|;ovemment 

.'wsas  ^eyer  mat    pkbAr  to  fht  sy^s  ob%e4>  4»ot  only  to  lend 

^Qiee  or  to  the  inatlPA.    £vt  .for  f^fiiecegivients  from  Ireland, 

iKfemMb»  van  vnngfi^M  ithf)t  t)ioi^,  but'^fo  for  ;i  body  of  aipnliai^ 

wliojamiefte4#fith  tim  Iqgifl?-  troops j^om {Holland;  a^d  that, 

^inae  jpowwv  ought  *9t,  w  ;all  iincc  fhc  (fdi  forces  were  ncccf- 

^>0QMuins,  itt)  g^Hiwa  tkf mfdv^s  ,6Lry^  the.tuH  laaue^ipn^  which 

<^.pBQCcxie«ils«  i)U!(  ^ratiier,    by  ivajs^oaly.tp  render  them  ufefid, 

.tte  tpsBlrntiiitua^qXi  -of  .ai^^,  was  410  Ms  jiecefTary.     A  lord 

becaufe  itis  ^MCfy^iScult  fioifind  hei^uppn,  .among  other  things, 

jexufnplespfirfe&IyagFQ^iAgivith  jT^d,   That,   be^re  the  nc^Ie 

the  various    cificumfta^ces   of  peer^  who  ipoke  laft^  was  bom, 

times :  Thatit.was  jod^d,  the  he  had  ieen  the  time,  when  the 

number  of  troopf   which    the  nation  was  in  danger  of  loiing 

commons  had  thought  fit  to  keep  their  liberties   by    a    ftandiag 

ftandifig,  w^  ftbl^utely  necei-  army ;   and   then  his  lordihip 

fary  for  the  iecority  and  fafety  endeavoured  to  ihcw,   that  rhe 

both  of  the  government  and  na-  power  of  life  and  death,  which 

tionj  and  therefore  it  was  no  by  that  bill  was  given  to  a  court- 

lefs  neccflary  to  make  a  law  to  martial,   was  unneceflkry,   un- 

keep  that  army  within  the  rules  ufual,  and   unjuil.     After  this 

of  duty  and  difcipline,   unlefs  followed  the  (peeches  of  lord 

they  would  render  ufelcfs  thofe  Harcourt  and  the  lord  Carteret, 

"Very  forces  which  mull  be  owned  as  above  in  the  context, 
to  l«  neceiEuy .  Hereiuttofome- 

lelatkon 
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relation  to  the  foldiery ;  and  gives  pourts-martial  a  larger  ju-  Geo.  I* 
rifaiciion  than  feemed  neceflary  for  maintaining  difcipTine  in  iji j^iS* 
the  army;  fuch  jurifdidlion  extended   not  only  to  mutiny,  h 

defertion,  and  breach  of  duty,  but  alfo  to  all  immoralities, 
and  other  offences,  which  might  be  com.mitted  by  any  ofllcer 
or  foldier,  towards  any  of  his  fellow- fubjeds,  whereby  the 
law  of  the  land  might  either  be  obilrudled,  or  fuperfeded  by  a 
court-martial.  That  the  officers  conftituting  a  court-martial 
did,  at  once,  fupply  the  place  of  judges  and  jurymen,  and 
ought  therefore  to  be  upon  their  oath,  upon  their  trying  any 
offence  whatfoever  \  whereas  it  is  provided  by  this  bill,  that 
they  (ball  b^  fworn,  upon  their  trying  fuch  offences  only  as 
arc  puniQiable  by  death.  That  martial  courts  affume  to 
themfelvcs  an  arbitrary  and  unprecedented  authority,  of 
which  they  had  a  remarkable  inftance,  an  enfign  of  the 
guards  having  been  /entenced  to  death  without  being  heard, 
which  was  contrary  to  Magna  Charta,  and  to  the  birch-rights 
and  piivileges  of  Engliihmen ;  and  therefore  they  ought  to 
reflrain  fo  dangerous  a  power.'  On  the  other  hand,  the  lord 
Carteret  faid,  ^  That  he  had  maturely  confidered  the  affair 
now  in  agitation,  not  as  a  perfon  in  a  public  ftation,  but  as  a 
private  unprejudiced  man  ;  and  that  he  was  convinced  in  his 
judgment  and  confcicnce,  that  it  is  neceflary  both  for  the  fup- 
port  of  the  prefent  happy  eftablifhment,  and  the  fecurity  of 
the  nation,  to  keep  up  the  forces  now  on  foot ;  and  that  he 
nv^as  confirmed  in  his  opinion,  by  confidering  what  thoughts 
the  pretender  and  his  friends  had  of  this  matter,  and  refle£l- 
ing,  that  they  have  nothing  more  at  heart,  than  to  procure 
the  difbandino;  of  thofc  forces  that  have  fupprefled  the  late  un- 
natural rcbefiion.  That  he  doubted  not,  but  the  whole 
body  of  the  nobility  that  made  up  that  auguft  affembly,  was 
inviolably  attached  to  his  majefty  king  George  :  That  his 
majefty  had  alfo  the  heft  part  of  the  landed  and  all  the  trading 
incereft ;  that  as  to  the  clergy  he  would  fay  nothing—but 
^^t  it  was  notorious,  that  the  majority  of  the  populace  had 
l3cen  poifoned,  and  that  the  poifon  was  not  yet  quite  expelled. 
That  the  dangers  which  feemed  to  be  apprehended  from  the 
prefent  army  may  be  chimerical,  or,  at  leaft,  eafily  remedied 
in  any  fubfequent  feflion  of  parliament ;  whereas  the  dangers 
with  which  the  nation  is  threatened  from  the  pretender  and 
his  friends,  in  cafe  there  were  no  army  to  oppofe  them,  are 
Tcal,  ;ind  the  mifchiefs  that  might  enfue,  upon  the  fuccefsof 
.  their  defigns,  irreparable.  That,  if  there  had  been  fuch  a 
flanding  force  as  we  now  have,  timely  to  fupprefs  the  tumults 
and  riots  which  were  raifed  foon  after  his  majefty's  acceffion 

to 
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Geo.L  to  the  throne,  in  all  probabHitv  there  had  been  no  opeft  rfcfcel- 
lyiy-lS.lion;  that,  on  the  other  hand,  if  there  had  not  been  troops 
9  ready  at  band  to  affift  the  civil  power,  in  fupprcffing  the  law? 

riotous  aflemblies  of  the  wool-combers  and  weatref^  in  the 
counties  of  Devon  and  Somerfet,  there  had  by  this  time  been 
another  rebellion.  That  the  mentioning  Magna  Charta 
Was,  in  his  opinion,  entirely  foreign  to  the  prefent  debate  : 
That  the  thing  now  in  queftion,  and  that  wherein  they  were 
immediately  concerned,  was  to  fecure  and  fupport  the  go- 
vernment, and  the  Proteftant  fuccefiion,  againft  Vigilant, 
bold,  and  reftlefs  enemies ;  and  that  they  had  the  more  rea- 
fon  to  be  Upon  their  guard,  in  that  the  trumpeters  of  fedition 
and  rebellion  had  again  forcibly  intruded  into  feveral  pulpiis 
in  Scotland/ 

Objedlions  being  raifed  againft  the  preamble  of  the  bill^ 
wherein  ic  was  fuggefted,  that  the  litimber  of  fixteen  thou-> 
fand  three  hundred  and  forty- feven  men  was  neceflar}',  it  was 
moved,  that  the  number  fhould  be  reduced  to  twelve  thou- 
fand*  But  this  motion  was  rejected;  as  was'alfo  another, 
for  leaving  out  the  claufe,  which  inahled  the  king  to  confti- 
tute  articles  of  war-  After  this,  the  whole  bill  was  agreed 
to,  and  pafled  by  a  majority  of  eighty-eight  againft  ilxty-one. 
However,  ieveral  lords  entered  their  proteft  ( f  }• 

The 

(f)   As  foon  as  the  parlia«  wilfully  or   negligently  abient 

jnent  broke  op,  the  fpeakers  ihemfelves  froa  £vine  iervice 

aeainfl  the  mutiny-bill  ^ubliih-  or  fermon,  or  el(c,  being  pre- 

ed  their  fpeeches,  jRsr  which  they  feiit,  do  behave  themfelves  an- 

were'fevercly  cenfured  by  the  decently  or  irreverently  daring 

author  of  the  Critic,  and  cheir  the  fame,   if  they  be  officers, 

fpeeches  boldly  examined.  The  they  ihall  be  feverelv  reprehen- 

king  alfo,  foon  after  the  end  of  ded  at  a  conrt-martnd  ;  but,  if 

the  feffion,  ordered  articles  to  private  foldiers,  they  ihallr  for 

be  publiihed  for  the  regulation  every  foch  £rft  oflence,  forfnt 

and  government  of  the  army,  each  man  is.   to  be  dedudA 

purfaanc  to  the  power  lodged  m  out  of  cheir  next  pay ;  and  fbr 

him  by  the  adt.    The  fabilance  the  fecond  offence  (hall  forfeit 

o?  the  article  is  as  follows;  is.  and  be  laid  in  irons  for 

twelve  hours ;    and,  for  every 

I.   All  officers  and   foldiers  like  offence  afterwards,    fliall 

(not  having  jail   impediment  differ  and  pay  in  like  manner  ; 

.  ihall  diligently  frequent  divine  ^  and  the  money  fo  forfeited  ihall 

fervice,  m  fuch  places  as  ihall  *  be  applied  to  the  relief  of  the ' 

be  appointed  for  the  regiment,  £ck  mldieis  of  fuch  troop  or 

troop,  or  company   to  which  company,  to  which  the  offender 

they  belong ;  and  fuch  as  either  does  belong/ 

.  n. 
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The  afiair  of  the  forfeited  cftates  caufed  Iikewife  great  de  -  Geo.  L 
bates.    A  btB  was  brought  in  for  vefKng  the  forefeited  eiiates  x  7  x  7 - 18« 

in  ■    * 

AbillatM>ut 

fyc&.  towards  the  general,  or  cfbtes. 
other  commahdet  in  ehief  of  the  Pr.  h!c« 
forces,  or  fpeak  wor^s  tending 
to  his  hurt  or  dJ (honour,  hei 
ihall  be  punifhed  according  to 
the  nature  of  his  offence,  by  ths 
judgment  of  a  reginsental  or 
genera]  court-martial. 

VII.  If  amy  officer  or  foldier 
ihall  excite,  cauie  9r  join  in  any 
mutiny  or  feditiony  in  the  com-* 
pany,  troops  or  regiment  U$ 
which  he  belongs,  or  in  anv 
other  company,  troop,  or  regi« 
ment  in  his  majefly's  fervice,  or 
on  any  party  or  poft,  where  tho 
duty  is  done  oy  detachment 
from  feveral  regiments,  or  others 
wife,  in  the  army,  he  (hall  fnf* 
fer  death,  or  fuch  other  punifli- 
ment  as  a  general  court-martiat 
ihall  infUa. 

And  if  any  officer,  non-com* 
miffion  officer,  or  foldier,  fhaU 
hear  any  words  tending  to  niu-> 
tiny,  or  fedition,  or,  being  any 
way  privy,  thereto,  do  not  im^ 
mediately  ufe  his  utmofl  endea- 
vours to  fupprefs  the  fame,  as 
alfo  to  difcovcr  it  to  his  fapc- 
riors,  if  any  officer,  he  ihall  be 
caihiered  ;  if  a  non-commiffion 
officer  or  foldier,  he  ihall  be  fe- 
vcrely  punifhed  at  the  difcretlon 
of  a  court-martial 

VIII.  If  any  officer  or  foldier 
ihall  refufe  to  obey  the  lawful 
orders  of  his  fupcrior  officer,  he 
ihall  be  punifhed  with  death,  or 
other.viie.  as  a  general  court- 
matial  ihall  think  fit, 

X.  AH  officers  and  foldierj 
who  have  received  pay,  or  have 
been  duly  lifted  in  our  fervice, 
and  fhall  defer:  the  fame,  either 

N  ift 


IT.  Ff  any  fbtler,  in  any  of 
Mir  forts,  garriibns,  camps, 
barracks,  or  guards,  ihall,  da- 
ring, dlTine  lenrice  or  fermon, 
pf  mme  to  fell  any  beer,  brandy, 
#me,  or  other  liquors,  or  any 
kmd  of  Ti^ajs,  or  other  mer- 
chandiie,  he  ihall  be  delivered 
6ver  t»  the  civil  magiftrate,  to 
bemmiihed  according  to  law. 

III.  Whofoever  ihall  afe  any 
imlawfltl  oath  or  execration 
(whether  officer  or  foldier)  (half 
mew  die  penalties  exprefled  in 
the  firft  article. 

IV.  If  any  officer  or  foldier 
AaU  prefnme  to  blaibheme  the 
holy  and  undivided  Trinity>  or 
the  perfons  of  God  the  Father, 
God  the  Son,  or  God  die  Holy 
Ghoft,  or  fballprefiune  to  fpeak 
mdnft  anv  known  arncle  of  the 
CSiriftian  raith,  he  ihall  be  de- 
livered over,  by  the  command- 
ing officer,  to  the  civil  magi- 
mte,  to  be  ptmi&ed  according 
tohiw. 

V.  }f  atty  xrffiecr  or  fbldicr 
fliailalNife-or  prophane  any 
place  dedicated  to  the  worihip 
of  God,  or  Ihft!!  o^r  violence 
to  any  chaphdn  of  the  army,  or 
any*  other  nriniiler  of  God's 
W4Nm1*  hcihaltbe  liable  to  fuch 
penalty  or  corporal  puniihment, 
as  ihall  be  infHfied  on  him  by  a 
coort-martial. 

Vr.  If  any  officer  or  foldier 
§bM  prefume  to  ufe  any  traite* 
foas  or  difrefpeftful  words  a- 
liainil  the  &cred  perfon  of  his 
snajefly,  his  royal  highnefs  the 
prince  of  Wales,  or  any  of  the 
royal  family,  or  ihall  behave 
himfelf  with  contempt  or  dilre^ 

Vol.  XIX. 
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Geo.  L  HI  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in  truftees,  to  be  fold  for  the  ufe 

^717-18.  of  the  public;  and  for  giving  relief  to  lawful  credkofs,  bv  de- 

-  termming 


in  the  field,  upon  a  march,  in 
quarters,  or  ingarrifon,  and  be 
convi6ted  thereof  before  a  gene- 
ral court-martial,  (hall  fufFer 
death,  or  fuch  other  punifhment, 
tfs  by  the  faid  court  ihall  be  in- 
fiiaed. 

Xlf .  If  any  officer  or  fbldier 
(hall  perfuade  or  advife  any 
other  officer  or  foldier  to  defert 
our  fervice,  he  (hall  fo£Fer  fuch 
punilhment,  as  (hall  be  infli£led 
by  the  fentence  of  a  general 
court-martial. 

XVI.  If  any  officer,  non- 
commiffion-officer,  or  foldier, 
Ihall  be  accufed  of  any  capital 
crime,  or  of  any  violence  or  of- 
fence againft  the  perfon,  eftate, 
or  property  of  any  of  our  fub- 
jeAs,  which  is  puniihable  by  the 
known  laws  of  the  land  ;  the 
commanding  officers  of  every 
regiment,  troop,  or  company, 
arc  hereby  reouired  to  deliver 
over  fuch  accuied  perfon  to  the 
civil .  magi(bate,  fo  foon  as  ap- 
plied to  ;  and  are  alfo  to  be  aid- 
ing and  affiding  to  the  officers 
of  juilice,  in  the  feizing  and 
apprehending  fuch  offender,  in 
order  to  bring  him  to  trial,  un- 
der pain  of  our  highell  difplea- 
fure. 

XIX.  No  officer  or  foldier 
(hall  ufe  any  reproachful  or  pro- 
voicing  fpeeches  or  geftures  to 
another,  upon  pain  of  iiiiprifon- 
ment,  and  aikin^  pardon  of  the 
party  offended,  m  prefence  of 
his  commanding  officer. 

Nor  (hall  any  officer  or  foldier 
prefume  to  fend  a  challenge  to 
any  other  officer  or  foldier  to 
fight  a  duel,  upon  pain  of  being 


cafhiered,  if  he  be  an  officer; 
or  fufiering  the  fevereft  corporal 
punifhment,  if  a  non-commif- 
hon  officer  or  private  foldier* 

And  if  any  officer  or  non- 
commidion  officer,  coRuaanding 
a  guard,  (hall  wittingly  and 
knowingly  fufFer  any  perfon 
whatever  to  eo  forth  to  fight  a 
duel,  he  (hall  be  puniihed  as  a^ 
bove  :  And  allfeconds  alfo,  and 
carriers  of  challenges,  in  order 
to  duels,  (hall  be  taken  as  prin* 
cipals,  and  ponifhed  accord- 
ingly. 

All  officers,  of  whatconditi- 
.  on  facyer,  have  power  to  part 
and  quell  all  quarrels,  frays  and 
other  diforders,  though  of  ano* 
ther  company,  .troop,  or  regi- 
ment ;  and  to  command  officers 
to  arred,  and  foldiers  to  piifofiy 
until  their  proper  officers  be  ac- 
quainted therewith. 

And  whoever  (hall  refuse  to 
obey  fuch  officers,  (jthough  of 
inferior  rank)  or  drow  hislword 
upon  them^  fliail  be  puniihed  as 
a  general  court-martial  ihall  ap« 
point 

Nor  ihall  any  officer  oriol- 
dier  upbraid  another  for  refu(ing 
a  challenge,  fmce,  according  to 
thefe  oar  orders,  they  but  do 
the  duty  of  foldiers,  who  ought 
to  fubjedl  themfcives  to  dik:i- 
pline  ;  and  we  do  acauit  and 
difcharge  all  men  who  have 
ouarrels  offered,  or  challenges 
(ent  to  them,  of  all  difgraceor 
opinion  of  difadvanuge  in  the 
ooedience  hereunto ;  and  who- 
(bever  (hall  upbraid  them,  and 
offend  in  this  cafe,  (hall  be  pa* 
nifhed  as  a  challenger. 

XXI. 
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termintng  the  datms ;  and  for  the  more  efFefhial  bringing  Geo.  L 
into  the  reipeftive  exchequers  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  lyiy^iS* 

cftates    I     I  ■    > 


XXr.  Every  tion-commlfnon 
officer  and  ibldier,  who  (hall  in- 
M  himielf  in  our  fervice,  fhall, 
at  the  time  of  his  fo  inlifting, 
or  within  a  month  afterwards  at 
the  fartheft,  be  taken  before  a 
joftice  of  peace  by  ihc  inlifting 
dficer»  or  the  officer  commancf 
ifle  the  troop  or  company  into 
wmch  he  is  inlifted,  and  fhall 
there  take  the  following  oath  : 


IS  wear  to  be  true  to  our  Co- 
vercign  lord  king  George, 
and  to  ferve  him  honedly  and 
fiuthfolly  in  defence  of  his 
perfoHy  crown,  and  dignity, 
againft  all  his  enemies  and 
oppofers  whatfoever,  and  to 
ooferve  and  obey  his  roajefty's 
orders,  and  the  orders  of  the 
generals  and  officers  fet  over 
me  by  his  majefty. 

«  So  help  me  God/ 


XXVni.  All  officers  and  fol- 
diers  are  to  behave  themfelves 
otderly  in  ouarters  and  on  the 
flurch ;  and  whoever  (hall  com- 
mit any  wafte  or  fpoil,  either  on 
Walks  of  trees,  parks,  warrens, 
fi(h-ponds,  houfes,  or  gardens, 
corn-fields,  inclofure?,  or  mea- 
dows, or  (hall  malicioufly  de- 
(boy  any  property  whatever  be- 
longing to  any  of  our  fnbjedls, 
or  oelonging  to  any  perfon 
whatever,  nnlefs  by  order  of  the 
then  commander  in  chief  of  our 
Ibrces,  to  annoy  rebels,  or  other 
enemies  in  arms  againft  us,  he 
or  they,  that  (hall  be  found 
guilty  of  offending  herein,  fhall 
(befides  fuch  penalties  as  they 


are  liable  to  by  law)  be  pumfficd 
according  to  the  nature  and  de* 
gree  of  the  offence,  by  the  judg- 
ment of  a  re»  mental  or  general . 
court-martial. 

XXIX.  No  officer  (hall  de- 
mand  billets  for  quartering  of 
more  than  his  effcftive  men,  nor 
quarter  any  women  or  children 
in  the  hou4  affignedhim  for  the 
quartering  of  officers  and  fol- 
diers,  wimout  the  confent  of  the . 
owner;  nor  Ihall  uke  money 
for  freeing  of  landlords  from 
quartering  of  officers  or  foldiers^ 
under  pain  of  being  cafhiered 
for  it. 

XXX.  Every  officer  com- 
manding a  regiment,  troop, 
company,  or  party,  whether  m 
fettled  quarters,  or  on  the 
march,  fhall  fee  his  own  quar- 
ters, and  the  quarters  of  tvery 
officer  and  foldier  under  his 
command,  paid,  according  to 
the  rates  fpecified  in  the  a&  of 
parliament  now  in  force. 

And,  upon  every  payment  to 
be  made  in  quarters,  the  faid 
officer  fhall  give  public  notice 
thereof  to  the  landlords,  in  or- 
der to  fee  them  fatisfied  as  afore* 
faid  :  And  in  cafe  any  fuch 
regiment,  troop,  company,  or 
party,  (hall  be  ordered  to  march, 
before  money  may  be  come  to 
the  hands  of  the  commanding 
officer  as  aforcfaid,  he  is  hereby 
required,  before  his  departure 
out  of  any  town  or  village,  to 
make  up  the  accounts  with  all 
perfons  concerned  in  money  due 
to  them  for  quartering  of  officers 
and  foldiers,  for  vihat  time  foe- 
ver  he  fhall  have  happened  to 

N  a  remain 


196  THE    HISTORY 

Geo.  I.   eftates  till  fold.     This  bill  was  attended  witli  warm  debates 

J  717-18.  in  both  houfesy  which,  though  they  did  not  obftru£t  its  paf- 

■-  fegc. 


rtmain  there ;  and .  grant  to 
every  fuch  party  a  figned  certi- 
ficate Tor  the  fame,  tlierein  fpe- 
cifyingthe  name  ofthe  regiment, 
troop,  or  company  Aich  oincers 
or  ibldier<  dp  belong  to,  under 
p^in  of  being  calhiered  for  it, 
upon  proof  of  having  wilfully 
O^nded  herein. 

XXXI.  On  marches,  the  com- 
manding ofHcers  are  (o  apply 
to  the  proper  magi  Urates  for 
the  carriages  nece/Tary  for  the 
fervice,  and  to  pay  for  them 
according  to  the  a6k  of  parlia- 
ment in  that  behalf,  taking  care 
not  to  abufe,  nor  to  fuiFer  any 
under  their  command,  to  beat 
of  abufe  the  waggoners,  or 
other  perfons  attending  fuch 
carriages,  nor  to  put  more  than 
twenty  hundred  weight  on  any 
wayne  or  waggon  fo  furniihed  to 
them  by  the  country. 

And  whatever  officer  (hall  be 
convifted  of  offending  herein, 
of  of  refufmg  to  grant  ceitiii- 
cates  in  cafe  of  failure  of  money, 
as  in  the  preceding  article,  iliall, 
by  the  judgment  of  a  general 
court-martial,  be  cafl^iered,  or 
ocherwiie  punifhed,  according 
to  the  degree  of  his  offence. 

XXXlf.^  All  offxers  com- 
manding  in  garrifons,  in  quar- 
ters, or  on  marches,  (hall  keep 
good  order,  and  reduce  ail  fucn 
abufes  or  disorders  as  may  hap- 
pen to  be  committed  by  any  of- 
ficer orfbldier  under  their  com- 
mand :  And  if  on  complaint 
made  to  any  fuch  commanding 
o£icer,.  of  beating, of  landlord s, 
or  extort!  ug  of  more  from  them 
than  th^y  are  obliged  by  law  to 


furnifh;  offoldicndifiurbingof 

fairs  or  markers,  or  cpmmittupig 
of  any  other  kind  of  riots,  to 
the  diilurbing  or  difqnieting  our 
people ;  he,  the  faid  conunan- 
der,  who  (hall  refufe  or  omit  to 
(ee  juflice  done  on  the  offender, 
and  reparation  made  to  the  parb^ 
injured,  fo  far  as  part  of  the  or- 
fender's  pay  can  enable  him,  he 
fhall,  upon  proof  thereof,  be 
puniihed  by  a  general  court- 
martial,  as  if  he  himfelf  hpd 
perfcnally  committed  the  cnmei 
or  diforder^i  complained  of. 

XXXVir.  If  any  officer  fliaU 
prote^  any  perfon  from  his  cre- 
ditors, otherwife  than  is  allowed 
by  the  prcfent  a£t  of  parliament; 
or  any  one  who  does  not  a^iually 
(erve  in  the  ranks,  and  conie- 
quently  do  all  ihe  duties  of  a. 
foldicr,  (according  to  the  true, 
intent  and  meaning  of  the 
faid  ad)  he  fhall  be  cafhiered  for 
it. 

XL  IV.  In  cafe  any  officer, 
non-commiffion  officer  or  ibldier, 
be  accufed  of  any  violence  or 
offence  againfl  the  perfon,  eftatr^ 
or  property  of  any  of  our  fub* 
je6ls,  punifhable  by  any  of  our 
civil  courts  or  magiilrates,  the 
officer,  to  whom  fuch  accufa- 
tion  h  brought,  (hall  not  pro* 
ceed  to  the  trial  of  fuch  offea* 
der  or  offenders  by  a  court-mar* 
tial,  within  the  (pace  of  eight 
days,  unlefs  at  the  defire  of  the 
peribn  or  perfons  injured  ;  and 
in  cafe  no  application  be  made 
to  the  commanding  officer  in, 
quarters,  during  the  fpace  oC^ 
eight  days,  by  the  perfon  or> 
perfons  injured,  the  offender  or 

of. 
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%c,  produced  fome  very  equitable  claufes.     The  time  of  Geo,  L 
claiming  was  prolonged,  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds  fter-  lyiy^ii. 
ling  were  referved,  out  of  the  fale  of  the  eftates  in  Scotland,  — — 
forcredling  fchools,  and  eight  thoufand  for  building  bar- 
racb  (a). 

Before 


ofienders  may  be  tried  by  a 
court  martial  for  any  oii^nce 
.mendoned  in  thefe  articles  ; 
provided  that,  within  the  fpace 
of  the  (aid  eight  days,  the  pcr- 
fon  iojored  hath  not  proceeded'' 
to  the  proiecution  of  fuch  of- 
fender before  a  civil  court  or 
JUagiftrate,  and  notice  given 
thereof  to  the  officer,  comman*' 
ding  in  the  quarters  where  fuch 
ofience  fhall  be  committed. 

XI. V.  Thefe  onr  rules  and 
articles  are  to  be  obferved  by, 
and  do  in  all  refpedb  regard  our 
troops  and  regiments  of  horfe 
and  foot  guards,  as  well  as  our 
other  forces. 

XLVJ.  The  foregoing  rules 
and  articles  ihall  l^  read  and 
published  at  the  head  of  every 
legiment,  troop,  and  company, 
mu^red  or  to  be  muttered  in 
our  fervice,  once  every  two 
months  at  farcheft,  and  are  to 
be  duly  obferved  by  all  officers 
and  foldiers  in  our  4rvice ;  and 
alio  by  our  companies  of  gun- 
ners, and  other  military  officers 
of  our  trains  of  artillery,  with 
fuch  alterations  only  as  relate  to 
the  payment  of  ibldiers  quarters 
and  carriages,  which  in-  the  king- 
dom of  Ireland  are  to  be  regula- 
ted by  die  ford  lieutenant  tSere^ 
of,  and  in  our  illands,  provinces, 
and  ffarriibns  beyond  the  feas, 
by  &  lefpedive  governors  of 
the  £ttne,  according  as  the  na- 
ture of  the  thing  (hall  require : 
And  Botwithftanding  it  is  ex- 
piefled  in  the  16th  article  of 


thefe  our  rules  and  orders,  that 
every  commanding  officer  is  re- 
quired CO  deliver  up  to  the  civil 
magiftrate  all  fuch  perfons  (un- 
derhis  command)  as  fhall  be ao- 
cufed  of  any  crimes  which  are 
punifliable  by  the  known  lawa 
of  the  land;  yet  in  our  garrifos 
of  Gibraltar,  inland  of  Minorca, 
forts  of  Placentia  and  Annapo* 
lis  Royal,  where  our  forces  now 
are,  or  in  any  other  place  be- 
yond the  feas,  to  which  any  of 
our  troops  may  hereafter  be 
commanded,  and  where  there  is 
no  form  of  our  civil  judicature 
in  force,  the  governors  or  com- 
manders refpedively  are  to  ap* 
point  general  court-martial  to 
be  held,  who  are  to  pnniih  cri- 
minals by  their  fentence,  as  has 
been  praftifed  heretofore,  and 
authorifed  by  former  articles  of 
war. 

(a)  There  was  alfo  a  debate 
in  the  houie  of  commons  about 
the  trade  with  Sweden,  which 
had  been  interrupted  by  a  pro* 
clamadon.  The  merchants  ha- 
ving prefented  a  petition  for 
opening  the  trade»  Mr.  Jackfba 
(late  reiident  at  Stockholm)  was 
called  in  and  aiked  by  Mr. 
Craggs,  whether  he  was  of  opi* 
nion.  That,  if  the  trade  were 
opened  with  Sweden,  our  mer- 
chants would  be  upon  a  better 
foot  than  they  are  at  preient  I 
Mr.  Jackibn  anfwered,  *  That^ 
in  has  opinion,  the  contrary 
would  happen :  For  now  that 
the  Swedes   are  diibefled  for 

N  3  want 
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Ceo.  I.        Before  the  feffion  ended,  the  king  fent  a  mei&ge  to  th« 
J717-18.  commons,  which  was  read  by  the  fpcaker,  as  follows  : 


The  kifif *« 

iheffage  to    .  .  i#  .  t 

^e  com-     ^^i^t  of  our  comtnoditxesy  part!> 
moiu.         cularly  corn  and  fait,  they  are 
^r.  H.  C.    inclined  to  Militate  to  us,  un- 
derhand, the  purchafe  of  their 
Iron  ;   whereas,  if  the  prohibi- 


His 

withdrew.  Then,  the  peti- 
tioners and  fome  other  mer* 
chants  being  called  in,  and  Bir- 
ther  heard,  they  reprefentcd, 
among  other particttlars,  'That* 


tion  of  trade  with  them  was  ta-    iince  the  prohibition  of  trade 
ken   off,    they    would  imme-    with  Sweden,  they  bought  Swc 


diakely  provide  ihemfelves  with 
what  tiiey  want;  and,  knowing 
'«t  the  iame  time,  that  there  are 
«mongll  us  a  fet  of  men,  who 
make  it  their  fludy  and  bufinefs 
to  embarrafs  the  government, 
the  court  of  Sweden  would  be 


di(h  iron  of  the  Dutch,  4I.  per 
ton  dearer  than  before ;  anjl 
that,  whereas  the  Engl ifh  were 
fotmerly  about  30,000 1.  per  an<p 
num  gainers  by  the  trade  with 
Sweden,  they  now  loft  about 
90,000  ].'    But  this  was  contra- 


more  ftiflfthan  ever,  and  render    di£^d  by  Mr.  Craggs,  who  fug 
the  porchafe  of  their  iron  more    gefted.  That  th^  exports  from 


difEcuIt  to  us.'  Some  members 
of  the  houie  being  ofiended  at 
Mr.  Jackfon's  refledlion  on  a  fet 
of  men  {by  which  it  was  plain 
he  meant  the  Tory-party)  cried 
out,  Cuftody,  Cuftody:  But  the 
more  moderate  contented  them- 
ielves  with  putting  him  upon 
explaining  himfelf.  Hereupon 
Mr.  Jackfon  replied.  That 
he  meant  the  merchants,  who 
prefented  unreafonable  peti- 
tions. This  being  by  fome 
looked  upon  rather  as  an  aggra- 
vation than  an  excufe,  the  cry 
of  Cuflody,  Cuftody,  was  re- 
peated ;  but  Mr.  Walpole 
brought  him  off,  by  fuggeftmg, 
^  That  that  gentleman  had  lived 
fe  long  in  a  dcfpotic  govcrn- 
itnent,  where  petitions  and  re- 
Jtrefentalions  of  that  nature  are 


Stockholm  for  England  had  ne- 
ver amounted  to  1 2o,coo  1.  in 
one  year ;  and  therefore  the  dif- 
ference of  the  profit  and  lofs 
could  not  come  up  to  this  laft 
fum.  After  fome  other  fpeeches, 
the  debate  was  adjourned  till 
that  day  month,  before  which 
the  feftion  ended. 

There  was  another  debate 
about  a  bill  for  ere^ing  Hofpi- 
tals  and  Workhoufes  in  firiftol^ 
in  which  there  was  a  remarka- 
ble claufe,  abrogating  the  Sa- 
cramental Tcft  in  the  cafe  of  the 
guardianihip  of  the  chaiitics. 
However,  the  bill  pafled  with 
the  claufe. 

A  bill,  direfHng  that  St. 
Giles's  church  (hould  be  rebuilt, 
inftead  of  one  of  the  fifty  new 
churched,   occafioned  a  debate 


accounted  capital  crimes,   that    in  the  houfe  of  lords,  and  waa 
he  had  forgot  the  rights  and  pri-    oppofed  by  foQie  of  the  bifhops. 


vileges  of  nis  countrymen  ;  and 
ih'erefoiis  hioved,  that  his  ttn«> 
Ifiarded  expreiTions  might  be 
hxcafed ;'  end,  nob6dy  obpo- 
tofi  Mr  Walpole,  Mr.  Jabybn 


as  a  mifapplication  of  the  money 
granted  for  pious  ufes.  They 
alfo  propofed  that  the  words  oif 
PioUs  Memory  fhoald  be  ad^ded 
in  the  preamble  after  the  queen's 
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^  Ifis  m^dty  being  at  pcefent  engaged  in  feveni  neeotiaT  Geo.  L 
tions  of  the  utmoft  concern  to  the  welfare  of  thefe  kingjdoms,  1717-18* 
and  the  tranquillity  of  Europe  ;    and  having  lately  received  ■ 

informatioa  from  abroad,  which  makes  him  judge  that  it 
will  give  weight  to  his  endeavours,  if  a  naval  force  be  em- 
ployed where  it  (hall  be  neceilary,  does  think  fit  to  acquaint 
this  hottfe  therewith  ;  not  doubting,  but  that,  in  cafe  he 
fbouU  be  obliged,  at  this  critical  jundure,  to  exceed  the 
number  of  men  granted  this  year  for  the  fea-fervice,  the  houfe 
will,  .at  their  next  meeting,  provide  for  fuch  exceeding/ 

This  meflage  was  weU  received,  and  it  was  unanimoufly 
refidved  to  prefent  an  addrefs  to  the  king  for  his  unwearied 
endeavours  to  promote  the  wel&re  of  his  kin^oms,  and  to 
preferve  the  tranquillity  of  Europe ;  and  to  afiitre  htm,  that 
they  would  make  good  fuch  exceedings  of  feamen,  as  he 
fliould  find  neceilary  to  obtain  thofe  ends. 

On  the  2ift  of  March,  the  bufinelsof  the  feffion  being 
over,  -the  king  went  to  the  houfe  of  peers,  and,  having  pafled 
an  the  bills,  ordered  the  lord  chancellor  to  read  the  foUowing 
ipeech  to  both  houfes : 


c< 


My  lords  and  gentlemen. 


*<  T  Cannot  put  an  end  to  this  leiSon,  without  returning 
^  X  my  hearty  jthanks  to  fo  good  a  parliament,  for  the 
^<  di(patch  which  has  been  given  to  the  public  bufinefs.  You 
*'  will,  I  hope,  in  your  private  capacities,  feel  the  conve- 
*^  nience  of  an  early  recefs  ;  and,  I  am  perfuaded,  the  pub- 
^  lie  will  receive  great  benefit,  by  the  feafonable  zeal  and 
*^  vigour  of  your  reiblutions  in  fupport  (of  my  govem- 
**  ment. 

«^  Nothing  can  add  fo  much  to  the  credit  and  influence  of 
'^  this  crown,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  as  the  repeated  in- 
^<  ftances  of  yourafiedion  to  me.  This  fteadinefs  and  re« 
^  folution  of  yours  will,  I  hope,  inable  me  to  procure, 
<«  againft  your  next  meeting,  fuch  treaties  to  be  concluded, 
<<  as  will  fettle  peace  and  tranquillity  among  our  neigh- 
*«  hours. 

<<  If,  through  the  blcffing  of  God,  my  endeavours  to  this 
<'  end  prove  fuccefsful,  I  (hall  have  the  fatisfiuSiion  to  filence 
<^  even  thofe,  who  will  never  own  themfelvee  convinced ; 

name;  but  the  bill  pafled  with-    by   five   faiihpps    and    fcverat 

oat    any    amendment,    n]pm    lords. 

which  it  was  protcfted  agauift       N  4  '*  and 
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0^9.  I*  <<  and  to  kt  all  the  world  fee  pUui:dy9  that  what  I  Inve  moft 
Z718.    <«  at  heart,  is  the  good  and  welfare  pf  my  people,  who  may 
■*■■■         **  then  be  eaCed  in  their  taxes,  ind  enriched  by  dieir trade. 

<'  Gentlisaien  of  the  houfe  of  common8» 

<^  I  mufl:  return  you  my  particular  thanks  fiv  the  fu|^ie$ 
^'  your  have  fo  chearfully  granted,  and  for  the  late  inftanoe 
^<  of  your  confidence  in  me.  I  promife  you,  that  my  endea* 
<'  vourfi  iball  not  be  wanting  to  make  ufe  of  both  to  the  beft 
^(  a(ivaatage»  for  the  good  of  my  people. 

<<  My  ]9rd$  and  gentlemen, 

^^  The  pradices  which  are  daily  ufed  by  a  moft  reftleft 
^<  and  unhappy  let  of  men,  to  difturb  a  government,  bv 
^<  whofe  clemency  they  are  proteded,  require  our  utmon 
^  attention  and  vigilance.  I  muft  therefore  redommend  it  to 
^'  you,  that,  in  your  feveral  fiationa  and  countries,  you  will 
^  endeavour  to  quell  that  fpirit  of  difaffedion,  which  our 
*^  common  enemies  are  fb  induftrious  to  foment.'* 

Then  the  lord  chaocellor  prorogued  the  parliament  to  the 
20th  of  May ;  and  afterwards,  by  feveral  prorogations,  to 
the  nth  of  November. 

CliangM  In       About  this  time  there  were  fome  changes  in  the  miniftry. 

tb^roioiftry.  gj^  Edward  Northey  was  removed,  and  Mr.  Lcchmcre  was 
made  attorney-general  in  his  room.  The  earl  of  Sunderland 
was  made  prefident  of  the  council,  and  firft  comniiflioner  of 
the  treafury.  The  other  commiffioners  were,  Aiflabie, 
Wallop,  B^illie,  and  Clayton.  Mr.  Craggs,  and  the  lord 
Stanhope  (who  and  lord  Cadogan  were  foon  after  created 
earls)  were  appointed  fecretaricsofflate.  The  earl  of  Berk- 
ley was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty,  with  Sir  George 
Byng,  Sir  John  Jennings,  Mr.  Cockburne,  Mr.  Chetwynd, 
Sir  John  Norris,  and  Sir  Charles  Wager.  The  carl  of 
Holdernefs  was  made  firft  com miffioner  of  the  board  of  trade. 
In  April',  the  lord  chancellor  Oowper  (who  had  been  made 
an  earl)  refigned  the  great  fcal,  and  went  immediately  into 
the  country.  Though  it  had  been  reported  fome  months 
that  he  defired  to  retire,  yet  his  rcfigning  his  employment  at 
that  jiinfture,  was  a  great  furprrfe  to  the  public^  and  no 
^all  i^rief  to  all  unprejudiced  perfons.  The  judges  Tracy. 
Pratt,  and  Mountague^  were  made -commiffioners  of  the  great 
feal  ;  but,  about  a  month  after,  the  lord  Parker  was  made 
bi^  choncelloc,  and  Siii  John  Prait ckief)uAice. 

Hit 
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The  great  fcene  of  adion  this  fummer  was  in  the  Mediter^  Geo.  I. 
raneaiu  Thoo^  die  king  of  Spain  had  promifed  to  fufpend  ijii. 
idl  operations,  after  the  conqueft  of  Sardinia,  and  refer  bid 


differences  with  the  emperor  to  the  mediation  of  Ei^ghnd,  Great  pre- 
France,  and  HoHand,  he  rqeded  all  their  propofals  for  an  J^^  '" 
acoommodatioii,  and  continued  his  warlike  preparations  by 
jfea  and  land.    Bv  the  care  and  diligence  of  his  prime  mini« 
fkr^  cardinal  Aloeroni)  a  formidable  armament  was  ready» 
by  the  month  of  May,  at  Barcelona,   confifting  of  thirty 
ihips  of  the  line  and  frigates,  feven  gsJleys,  four  bomb-ven 
iets,  four  hundred  and  forty  tranibort-mips,  forty  mbrtars, 
fifteen  hundred  mules,  one  hundred  and  fifty  tfaoufand  faf- 
cines,  three  hundred  dioufand  flakes  for  entrenchments,  a 
vaft  quantity  of  warlike  ftores,   and  provifions  for  many 
months.    On  board  this  fleet  were  embarked  thirty-fix  bat- 
talions, ibc  regiments  of  horfe,  four  of  dragoons,  one  thou* 
land  artillery-men,  a  hundred  and  fifty  carpenters  and  other 
lonechanics,  a  ocmpany  of  fixty  miners,  and  a  brigade  of  fifty 
engineers.     To  fiimiui  the  fupplies,  the  receivers  of  the  re* 
venue  were  ordered  to  pay  in  certain  fums  to  the  royal  trea-* 
fury:    The  grandees,  prelates,  provinces  and  cities,  taxed  ^ 
themfelves  voluntarily  for  this  expedition,    and  raifol  regi-* 
ments  at  their  own  expence.    Thefe  preparations  had  been 
the  work  of  more  than  two  vears. 

This  powerful  ile^  Set  ml  the  beginning  of  June  :  The 
defagn  of  it  was  not  known  but  by  the  event.  It  was  not 
doubted  but  the  conquefl  of  the  kingdom  of  Naples  was 
aimed  at,  and  all  poffible  meafures  had  been  taken  to  prevent 
k.  Alberani  had  deceived  all  Europe ;  for  Sicily  was  what 
the  cardinal  intended  to  attack,  and  the  reafons  which  de« 
termtned  him  to  it  weie  very  plaufible. 

In  the  firft  place,  Sicily  not  belonging  at  that  time  to  the 
emperor,  this  expedition  feeroed  to  give  no  handle  to  the 
CQiitts  of  London  and  Paris,  fince,  by  ^heir  late  treaties^ 
they  had  only  engaged  to  affifl  the  emperor,  in  cafe  his  do- 
minions were  attacked,  and  not  the  duke  of  Savoy,  who 
W9$  aot  fuppofed  to  he  in  dai^r.  In  the  next  place,  the 
cardinal  was  informed  of  the  duke's  indtnation  to  be  recon- 
cikd  wkh  the  emperor.,  and  give  him  Sicily,  without  any  re-* 
|itad  to  the  rights  of  Spain.  LafUr,  Sicily  not  being  in  a 
fiate  of  defence,  the  conqueft  would  be  eafy,  and  prepare  the 
way  far  die  othen  be  intended  to  make. 

During  .thefc  preperaitions  in  Spun,  krng  George  had  or^  ^  ^^^^^^ 
dcrcd  (as  hath  been  faid)  a  ftrong  fquadron  to  be  fitted  out  rquadnm 
igk  the  ifun^.    The  marquis  de  MoAteleone,  the  Spanifli  fitted  out. 

am- 
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Geo.  I.  amba&dor  at  the  court  of  England,  being  alarmed  at  it.  re* 
'1718.    preic^nted,  in  a  memorial  dated  the  i8th  of  Marchy  <  That 

T ib  powerful  an  armament,  in  time  of  peace,  could  not  but 

caufe  umbrage  to  the  king  his  mailer,  and  alfier  the  good  in* 
telligence  that  reigned  between  the  two  crowns.'  The  lung 
anfwered,  <  It  was  not  his  intention  to  conceal  the  fub|ed  of 
that  argiament :  And  he  defigned  foon  to  fend  admiral  Byng 
with  a  powerful  iquadron  into  the  Mediterranean,  in  order  to 
maintain  the  neutrality  of  Italy,  againft  thofe  who  fhould 
feek  to  difiurb  it.* 

Tlie  fat"        In  the  mean  time,  the  negotiations  were  carried  on  with 

4npl«aili-  Jill  pofEble  diligence.  The  abbot  du  Bois,  in  the  name  of 
the  duke  of  Orleans,  agreed  with  the  Britiih  minifiers  at 
London  upon  the  terms  for  an  accommodation  between  the 
emperor  and  the  kinjz  of  Spain,  and  had  frequent  and  long 
conferences  on  that  oubjedl  with  the  king.  Thefe  nraotia* 
tbns  produced  at  length  the  treaty  called  at  firft  the  Triple 
Alliance  between  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Holland,  and^ 
after  the  acceffion  of  the  Emperor,  ftil^  the  Quadruple  Alii-* 
ance.  As  this  treaty  is  one  of  the  mou  remarkable  events  of 
this  reign,  and  an  evident  proof  of  the  afcendant  which  two 
politic  princes  in  conjunction  may  have  over  the  reft,  it  will 
not  be  improper  to  infert  the  plaa  and  principal  articles. 

The  defign  of  the  negotiation  was  declared  to  be  the 
preiervation  of  the  public  tranquillity,  by  removing  the  jea- 
loufies  which  were  increafing  between  fome  of  the  princes 
of  Europe.  Then  were  fettled  the  terms  of  a  peace  between 
the  kings  of  Spain  and  Sicily  and  the  emperor.  Thefe  terms, 
accepted  by  the  emperor,  were  followed  by  a  feparate  treaty 
of  alliance  between  him  and  the  three  powers,  who  fo  far 
concerned  themfelves  in  the  peace,  a&  to  engage  to  compel, 
by  force  of  arms,  the  kings  of  Spain  and  Sardinia  to  accept 
the  conditions  oiFered  them. 

The  terms  impofed  on  the  emperor  and  Spain  were  con* 
tained  in  eight  articles : 

I.  For  quieting  the  difturbances  raifed  contrary  to  the 
peace  of  Baden,  and  tjie  neutrality  of  Italy,  the  king  of 
Spain  was  to  reflore  to  the  emperor,  within  two  months  af- 
ter the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  the  kingdom  of  Sardinia,  and 
renounce  all  right  apd  title  to  the  fame. 

XL  In  conhderation.  of  this,  and  of  king  Philip's  renun<* 
elation  of  the  crown  of  Fi:ance  for  bimfelf  and  pofterity,  the 
emperor  was  s^ib  to. renounce,. for  hirofelf,  hein,  and  luccef- 
iprs,  all  right  and  pr^niions  to  any  dominions,  of  w^hthe 

king 
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lung  of  Spain  was  acknowledged  rightful  pofleflbr  1^  Ae  Geo.  L 
treaty  of  Utrecht.  1718. 

III.  In  coofequence  of  this  renunciation,  and  becaufe  the 
duke  of  Orleans  had  renounced  all  right  to  the  crown  of 
Spain,  on  condition  the  emperor  (hould  never  fucceed  to  thqt 
Icingdom,  his  imperial  majefty  was  to  acknowledge  Philip  V, 
Jawful  king  of  Spain  and  the  Indies,  and  to  give  him  the 

titles  and  prerogatives  belonging  to  him  as  fuch.  ' 

IV.  In  return,  his  Catholic  majefly  was  to  renounce  all 
rights  and  claims  to  the  dominions  of  the  emperor  in  Italy  or 
the  Netherlands ;  amongft  which  the  marquifate  of  Final 
(yielded  to  the  Genoefe  by  the  emperor  in  1713}  was  to  be 
comprehended.  He  was  likewife  to  renounce  the  right  of 
reverfion  of  Sicily  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  which  he  had  re« 
ierved  tohimfelf  in  the  treaty  of  Utrecht. 

V.  The  duchies  of  Tufcany,  Parma,  and  Placentia  wetp 
to  be  accounted  for  ever  as  male  6efs  of  the  empire,  and 
were  to  defcend,  in  default  of  the  male  heirs,  to  the  queen  of 
Spain's  eldeft  fon.  As  the  confent  of  the  empire  was  neceA- 
fary,  the  emperor  was  to  ufe  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  obtain 
it.  Leghorn  was  to  remain  a  free  port ;  and  the  king  of 
Spain  was  to  yield  to  his  (on  the  town  Porto  Longone,  with 
what  be  poflciled  in  the  ifland  of  Elba,  as  (bon  as  the  prince 
of  Spain  ihould  be  in  poiTeffion  of  Tufcany.  None  of  thefe 
iduchies  was  to  be  pofiefled  by  a  prince  who  (hould  at  the 
fame  time  be  king  of  Spain,  nor  was  the  king  of  Spain  ever 
to  take  upon  himfelf  the  guardianfhip  of  that  prince. 

The  mediators  took  feveral  other  precautions.  It  was  ne- 
ver to  be  allowed,  during  the  lives  of  the  pofiefibrs  of  Tut 
cany  and  Parma,  that  any  forces  of  any  country  whatfoever^ 
whether  their  oWn  or  hired,  ihoald,  either  by  the  emperor, 
the  kings  of  France  or  Spain,  or  even  by  the  prince  ap- 
pointed to  the  fucceffion,  be  introduced  into  any  garrifonf 
city,  port,  or  town  of  thoie  duchies.  But,  for  fecurity  of  the 
fucceffion,  fix  thoufand  Swi(s  were  to  be  put  into  Leghorn, 
Porto  Ferraro,  Parma,  and  Placentia.  His  Britannic  ma« 
jcfty  was  fo  convinced  of  the  neceffity  of  this  expedient,  that 
he  offered  to  lend  his  own  forces  till  the  Swifs  could  be 
jraifed. 

VI.  The  next  article  was  of  great  importance,  and  ^as 
that  with  which  king  George  and  the  duke  of  Orleans  pur- 
chafed  (as  may  be  faid)  at  the  expence  of  Spain  and  Savoy, 
the  aid  the  emperor  was  to  furnilh  in  defence  of  the  order  of 
fbt  fucceffion  fo  favourable  to  them.  By  this  article,  the 
)cjng  pf  Spain^  for  {he  fake  of  the  public  tranquillity,  was  to  ' 
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GeoA  1.  cbnfent,  that  the  emperor  fhould  be  put  in  pofleffion  of  Si- 
iytt.   cily,  and  renounce  the  right  of  reverfion  of  that  kingdom  fet- 

■  ited  by  the  ittftrumcnt  of  ccfBon,  and  the  treaty  of  Utrecht, 

Ihi  conditidn  however  of  having  the  teverfion  of  Sardinia  in- 
iftead  6f  it. 

Vn.  and  VlII.  Thfc  emperor  and  king  cJf  Spain  were  to 
cMend  ^aeh  other  in  the  pofleffion  of  their  dominions,  and  to 
perform  the  conditions  of  this  treaty  within  two  months  after 
ratification*  After  which  all  other  points  were  to  be  fettled 
lit  t  eongtds. 

The  treaty. between  the  emperor  and  the  king  of  Sicily  was 
of  die  fame  nature^  only  the  mediators  fpoke  more  like  (b- 
verdign  arbiters  from  whom  there  was  no  appeal.  The  pre- 
amble ran  in  a  very  high  drain.  The  mediators  began  with 
oMerving,  That  tne  ceffion  of  Sicily  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht 
lo  the  houfe  of  Savoy,  inftead  of  promoting  the  peace,  as 
was  intended,  had  prored  the  chief  obftacle  of  the  emperor's 
refaiing  to  accede  to  that  treaty,  as  all  Europe  could  witnefe. 
Wherefore  (fay  the  mediators)  the  powers,  by  whom  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht  was  firft  fet  on  foot,  believe  that  article, 
which  is  not  eflential  to  the  treatjr,  may  juftly  be  altered, 
even  without  the  cofifeftt  of  the  parties  concerned,  as  it  tends 
to  the  perfeSion  of  the  treaty  by  the  emperor's  renunciation, 
«fid  as  by  the  exchange  of  Sicily  for  Sardinia  the  war  will  be 
l^rerented  with  which  Italy  is  threatened,  in  cafe  the  emperor 
fhould  attack  Sicily,  which  he  has  never  renounced,  and 
which  he  has  a  right  to  recover  after  the  breach  of  the  neutra- 
lity of  Italy  by  the  feizure'  of  Sardinia.  It  is  therefore 
agreed* 

I.  The  king  of  Sicily  (hall  reftore  that  kingdom  to  the  em- 
peror, within  two  months  at  fartheft,  after  the  ratification  of 
Afs  treaty. 

.  II.  In  return,  the  emperor  (hall  give  to  the  king  of  Sicily 
the  ifland  of  Sardirtia,  which  he  fhall  enjoy  with  the  title  of 
king)  but  the  revedion,  in  default  of  heirs -male,  fiiall  be  re« 
tU'ved  PQt  the  cfown  of  tSpain. 

As^  there  wae  no  pi*oporf  ion  between  Sardinia  and  Sicily,  it 
was»  fit  the  emperor  ftfoold  fcem  at  Icaft  tp  make  feme  farther 
i«bfeftiort.  To-  thi??  end,  the  mediatoi*s  in  the  two  next 
mkk^2Lgtvti^  that  tKe  emperor  (heuld  conform  to  the  kin^ 
«((  Sicily  aH  the  ceftons  mdde  to  Him  by  the  treaty  of  Turin 
in  fjo^y  on  .cohditioft,   hMrever,   that  aH  other  claims; 

which 
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which  he  sught  have  by  that  treaty,  (houU  be  void.    The  Oep.  I. 
emperor  was  likewife  to  acknowledge  the  right  of  the  hoyfe    lyiS* 
of  Savoy  to  fucceed  to  the  crown  of  ^akii  in  cafe  of  failure  ■ 

of  heirs  in  Philip  V.  according  to  the  reiiunciatioiis  ^nd 
treaties  of  Utrecht. 

BtiC  it  fignified  littk  to  make  thefe  segdaeons,  if  proper 
meafiMres  were  not  ^en  for  their  Aipport  and  execution.  In 
this  the  mediators  were  not  wanting.  France  and  the  em-  * 
peror,  in  conjun£lioA  with  Great-Britain,  promifed  mutual, 
affiftance  to  put  the  emperor  in  pofiefiion  of  Sicily,  and  tq 
maintain  the  fuccefion  of  the  BritMh  crown  in  the  Protef- 
tant  branch,  and  to  exclude  the  ^nifli  branch  from  the 
crown  of  Spain.  To  thefe  engagements  were  to  be  added 
the  particular  meafures  that  were  to  be  taken,  to  induce  or' 
compel  the  kings  of  Spain  and  Sicily  to  febmit  to  what 
had  been  determined  for  them,  in  concert  wifji  dicir 
enemy. 

It  was  agireed  to  allow  them  tkre^  months  to  confider,. 
whiqh  time  was  deemed  fuffioient  to  examine  the  conditions, 
and  declare  whether  they  would  accept  them,  after  the  exam- 
ple of  his  imperial  majmy,  as  unalterable  terais  to  exjtinguifh 
the  prefent,  and  hindur-  a  future  wdi*.  But,  if  contrary  to 
thiB  v/iOies  of  all  Europe,  thefe  two  princes,  after  the  expi- 
ration of  tb«  two  moQtbs^  refiifed  to  €onip]yi  the  m^iators 
v?eic  ta  join  their  forces,  and  compel  themto  ifabmit. 

•.vas  expre&ly  agreed,  that,  if  one  of  the  mediatom 
: .  .;id  be  attacked  on  account  of  the  fuccours  lent  the  empe* 
:  yr,. the  others  (hould  declare  war  againfl  the  aggreflbr,  and 
not  lay  down  dieir  arms^  till  the  emperQr  wm  in  poBktton  ^f 
Sicily,  and  fecure  as  to  bis  kalian  dominio39^ 

If  one  of  the  two  kings  &ouId  acqepc  of  the  terms,  be  ' 
wa^  to  join  with  the  mediators  to  compel  the  other  to  dt>  die  ^ 
like.  If  tiic  king  of  Spain  refufed  to  comply,  the  emperor 
was  to  be  affifled  in  the  conqueft  of  Sardinia :  If  the  kine  of  ' 
Sicily  refofed,  the  emperor  was  to  be  inablpd  to  i!ubdue  Sicdy  i;. 
If  both  ftood  out,  Sicilv  w^  firft  to  be  attacked,  ^nd  thenSar-^t: 
dinia,  the  cuftody  of  wnich  was  to  be  left  to  the  king  of  Greats// 
Britain,  till  the  duke  of  Savoy  had  agreed  to.the-  tneaty.  * 

After  having  fettled  the  means  of  taking  Sardinia  from  * 
Spain,  and  Sicily  from  $avoy,  the  penahi^  vrere  fixed,,  in. 
cafe  thefe  two  princes  fhouU.  carry  their  refinance  fo  far,  as  '' 
to  make  it  neceiiary  to  have  recourfe  to  arms.     The  emperor. ' 
was  allowed  to  recovep  that  part  of  Milan,  yielded  tQ  Savoyt 
by  the  treaty  of  TUrin ;  and  it  was  to  be  agreed  to  what 
other  prince  the  emperor  ihould  give  the  eventual  inveftiture 

of 
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Gco»  I«  of  Tufcany,   Pirma,   and  Placentia^  ia  exclufian  of  the 
1718.    queen  of  Spain's  foils. 
m  ■      To  fheW)  however,  that  nothing  but  peace  was  intended, 

it  was  agreed,  that  the  emperor  (whatever  progrefs  his  arms 
might  make)  fliould  be  contented  with  the  advantage?  ftipu- 
lated  for  him:  But,  if  he  could  not  recover  Sicily  by  arms 
or  treaty,  he  was  to  be  free  from  any  engagement  entered 
into  by  this  treaty,  of  confenting  to  make  peace  with  the 
kings  of  Spain  and  Sardinia.  It  was  moreover  agreed,  that 
the  emperor,  when  in  pofleilion  of  Sicily,  (hould  renounce 
all  pretenCons  to  Spain  and  the  Indies,  whether  ktiig  Philip 
coniented  or  not  to  the  peace,  fince  the  guaranty  qf  the  me^ 
diators  would  be  tx>  the  emperor  a  (ecurity  equal  to  the  re- 
nunciations of  the  king  of  Spain  for  Sicily,  the  Italian  do* 
minions,  and  the  Netherlands. 

,  Such  was  the  Quadruple  Alliance,  by  whidi  king  George 
and  the  duke  of  Orleans  intended  to  preferve  the  tranquillity 
of  Europe :  But,  contrary  to  their  expe^tions,  it  proved 
the  occaiion  of  all  the  quarrels  and  difputes  which  afterwards 
ejiTued  between  Great-^Britain  and  Spain. 

The  States-general,  in  whole  name  this  decifive  treaty 
Ufas  made,  did  not  abfohitely  refufe  to  ratify  it,  but  under 
various  pretences  fufpended  their  con&nt.  Tney  did  not  ap- 
prove of  fuch  violent  meafuros  ;  And,  having  no  particular 
intereft  in  the  quarrel,  were  wiUiog  rather  to  proceed  by  fair 
means  (bj. 

r   • •        -  To 

•  • '  ■ 

.(b)  A  letter  from  a  Swlfs  to  pretetifions,  refolved  not  to  let 

his  friend  at  Geneva,  concern*  it  flip.    He  armed  with  all  pof- 

ing'  the  part  ^^  Suces-general  fible  diligence,  and  with  all  the 

ought  to  ad,   as  tp  the  difie-  fecrecy  tnings  of  that  nature  are 

rences  between  the  emperor  and  capable  of.    He  caufed  all  the 

Sjpain,  was  publifhed  about  this  men  of  lyar  he  had  to  be  made 

time,  wherein  a  brief  account  is  fit  for  the  fervice,  new  ones  to 

fiift  given  of  what  had  pafTed  in  be  built„  others  to  be  bought; 

the  affair,  and  then  the  reafons  he  gathered    together   all   the 

why  the  States  are  not  obliged  tranU)Qrts  he  poffibly  could;  he 

to  enter  into  any  alliance  about  reinforced  confiderably  his  old 

it*          ^  regintents,  ralfed  new ;  and,  in 

<  Whilfl  the  emperor   (fays  fhort,   attacked   the   ifland    of 

the  letter)  was  in  the  heat  of  .  Sardinia,  which  you  know  he 

war  with  the  Turks,  the  king  made  himfelf  mailer  of. 

of  Spain,  thinking  it  a  fevoura-  What  did  the  king  of  Spain 

Ue  opportunity  for  puihing  his  do  in  this  interval  ?    Why,  he 

<hew 
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To  diis  treaty  were  added  fiill  more  eiFe6hiaI  methods :  Geo.  V 
King  George  offered  his  mediatbn  to  the  Grand  Seignior  for    i^i8» 

a  peace 


dmw  ap  and  pBblilhed  a  mam* 
Mo  to  juftify  his  recoitrie  to 


The  marquis  Beretti  Landi 
(whofe  dejpartttreis  Hill  lamented 
here)  prefented  a  memorial  to 
the  States-general,  wherein,  af- 
ter having  exhibited  the  reasons 


his  Catholic  majefty,  or  at  leaft      

to  ibttnd  him  upon  tkenu  Bhtti^  criAd 
hitherto  not  one  word  was  feo- iultan. 
ken  to  the  States-general :  Far 
from  confulting  them»  or  hear« 
ing  their  fentiments  of  the  mat- 
ter, or  a^ng  in  concert  widi 
them,  or  defiring  them  (in  con* 


which  prevailed  with  the  king  jandtion    with   themielves)  to> 

of  Spain  to  attack  Sardinia,  he  contribute  to  the   re-eftablilh- 

offered,    in  the  moft  obliging  ment  of  the  tranquillity  of  Eu- 

manner  in  the  world,   in  the  rope;  far  from  all  this,  I  lay,  a 

king  his  maileff's  name^^  to  put  profound  fiknce  was  kept  as  to 

aU  Sis  concerns  into  their  hands,  their  part ;  they  were  carefully 


deprived  of  the  knowledge  of 

what&ever  was  done:     Am  a 

word,    the  States-general  were 

not  in  the  queftioa. 

^     ,  ,_  But  neither  was  this  all ;  ifary 

dering,    that  it  was  an  affair    after  having  well  examined  imA 

which  did  not  particularly  con-    debated  upon  the   ahicles    of 


wod  to  accept  of  .them  ibr  me- 
diators. 

The  States-general  were,  in- 
deed, ienfible  of  fais  Catholic 
r's  generofity ;  but  conii- 


cem  them,  and  that  that  media- 
tjbn  might  diredly  or  indiredly 
entangle  them  in  the  quarrel, 
ihey  concluded,  that  it  was  not 


peace  between  the  emperor  audi 
the  kings  of  Spain  and  StciiyY 
they  were  committed  to  writiiig» 
ana  a  treaty  of  ailianoe  was 


their  bufineft  to  nndertake  it  at    thereupon    concluded  betwoBa 
aay  rate ;  and  thereupon  they    Praiice,  -   England,    and    rihe 


aniwered  the  marquis   Beretti 
Landi  in  very  general  terms* 

What  happoied  afterwards  ? 
Why»  England  and  France, 
aOing  with  the  laudable  defign 
of  preventing  the  diforders 
whicti  dusldhdlm^' war  would 
ia&llibly  be  attended  with,  en- 
ter upon  meafures  agreeable  to 
fnch  a  defign.  In  this  view, 
the  abbot  du  Bois  was  fent  to 
London;  the  affair  was  diere 
caavaffed ;  projedsof  accommo* 
dation  were  formed  ;  care  was 
taken  to  lift  the  emperor  know 


States-general,  the  chief  end' 
wfaeredf  was  to  engage,  by  all 
poffible  methods,  the  emperor 
and  the  Jungs  of  Spain  and  Si- 
cily to  fnbicribe  to  the  comfi- 
tibns  exprefied  in  the  laid 
trea^. 

Tnis  treaty  being  made  fae^ 
tween  Prance  and  England,  it 
wa:f  fent  to  Vienna,  Madrid, 
and  Turin,  to  be  approved  and 
accepted  4  and  then  only,  after 
all  thefe  fteps,  it  was  propoftd 
to  the  States-general. 

Thus  you  have  an  account 


foon  what  they  were ;  colonel  in  few  words,  how  all  things 
Stanhope  was  icnt  to  Madrid,  were  tranfa£led.  I  ihall  fliew 
ta  communkate  the  popoials  to'   yon  by  ^and  by,  that  their,  high* 

mighti* 
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Qeo*'l^'  a  pact  betircea  libn  and  the  empeiw  z  T1iesiediatk>»  was 

I7i8«    acccfitffd^  andatrcai7%]fid  atPafi^omtc. 

■  Whilft  thefe  things  were  tranfadting,  the  king,  as  he  had 

fjf^^  2"  declared  to  the  Spanifli  ambaflador,  ordered  a  fleet,  ftrong 

^~  *•"  «iQiigfc  to  oppofe the progr^  of  Af6  Spaniards,  to  fiul  forthtf 

McditeinDeftny  under  the  comiaani  «F  Sir  Geoi]^  Byng; 

The  fleet  beiw  readjr  at  Spithead,  Sir  George  Byng  went 
to  PorefinouCfa,  where  he  received  his  mftm^liens,  dated  the 
26th  of  Ma)r(c),    Tfcefc  inftr unions  were  as  fellow : 

Thcadmi-      T-  Whereas  the  crown  of  Great-Britaiit,.by  the  ftveral. 
na*8^  in-    treaties  made  at  Utrecht,,  the  14th  day  of  March  1 7 13,  N«  S. 

widi- 


ftroAioiis. 


ana  aoe  aityway*  afttrhivijtgniforedtobeiiMdia* 

•bilged  ta  antev  iatd  tlw  (an  ttrs,  and,  withooc  the  Icait  m^ 

ti«at^.  Fk  thiff  end,  wc  bflwe  ceffi^  to  fldi;  oiftwith<  kii&Cti** 

nsthaag  tw^^  b«S  to  examine  thoHc  ma^dfy,  of  whoiHy  hi» 

whether  thrcsrins.  of  aceooiiBO*  therto»  they  have  no  manner  cf 

datioQ,  contained  in    die  ,  laid  reafoa  to.c6mpiab. 

treaty,  are  reafiiiiaUeand  eqai^  lathe thM  place.  It  b  inca»»> 

tahlb  or  not ;   far  ef»n  fappo-  teftably  certain,  that  diis  ttaam 

flm  thaediey  acebQdi  d»  tne  ought,  with  aU  imaginable  case, 

and  tiie  other,  laffirmv  that  die  to  xwM.  wiaatever*  may  invoUr 

Slafie  is  not:  obliged  by  any  en*  it  in  a  neir  vnac.* 

oageneotrtD  entsr  laso-tktt  at*»  Howcfm,  dteStates^gcaend^ 

Ivince,  and  that  it  ie  i^inlereft  alter  all  thr  endeavonrs  of  the: 

not  to  aaeddie  by  anyi  maan£^.  Spanifli  ambaflkdee  to  xmaBddMP 

and.  that  foe  ^veralveafiniE.-  .  oandafioK  of  the.tieaty^  did  an 

In  the  fir&  place^  as  their  laft  accede* to^  did  ({nadmple  aU 
high- mighti  Defies  never  fet.  npu  llancoonthe  22d  aTDeoendier^ 
aaguarantees  for  the  aeotnlisy  N.  S..  >  ' 
o#  tolfr  ^  nothing  obiig^  (c)>  Tbs  inflnidiansiiwnviin- 
theni'  to  niabe  fteps,  in  order  to:  doied  is  at  lette^'frbm.  iecxastary 
refiore  peace  there.  ^raggs : ' 

Secondly,   Since  their-  high»» 

mightineiTes  refufed  to  acc^  Codbptt,  May  tjtk^ 

die  mediatioa>  which  the  king  ..   O;  S»  17  rS^ 

of  Spain  fbcivxUy  offered  dsrem^  ^        .         . 

becaafe    they  were,  afraid    oir  SI  Rv- 
bringing     themfelves    ink)'  a 

fcmpe,  they  hare  nusch  fljiniget  I  indole  to  you  has  flM^efbr'a 

laalbas  to  refuie  to  come  into:  inihuftiens,  aa.well  with  lem** 

the  treaty  above-mentioned,  now.  don  to  your  eonduA  in.  the  Me^ 

that  the  king  of  Spain  appears  diterranean,    as  to    the  treaty* 

onwilling  to  accept  it,  as.it  is.;,  with  the  Moors, 

ibr  them  to  ad  otherwife  woiikl  After  what  pa^fed-  yeftetdM 

be  to  dedne4hejnfdiDfa.panies^  between  my^  ioni  Sanderiany 

my 
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wkb  die  ^tnpeior  and  the  late  moll  Cbrifljan  kitig^  1>ecan]e  Geo.  h 
obliged  to  fee  an  exad  obfervation  of  the  armiftice  and  neu-    1718. 
tralitj  then  eftabliflied  in  Italy,  and  was  guarantee  for  the  '  ■* 

itill  performance  of  the  ftipidations  at  that  time  Iblemnljr 
agreed  to.  on  that  head :  And  whereas,  by  a  treaty  made  be- 
tween U)  and  our  good  brodier  the  emperor  of  Germany,  at 
Weftminfter,  the  25th  day  of  May  1716,  we  ftand  engaged 
to  aflift,  maintain,  and  defend  him  in  the  pofleflion  of  all  thc^ 
kingdoms,   provinces,  and  rights,  Vfhich  he  then  a£hialty 
enjoyed  in  Europe :  And  whereas  the  Catholic  king  hath,  ill 
an  hoftSe  manner,  invaded  the  territories  belonging  to  the 
Slid  emperor,  and,  by  force  of  arms,  hath  taken  from  him 
the  iiland  and  kingdom  of  Sardinia,  and  is  ftill  making  great 
and  warlike  preparations  for  carr)ring  on  his  defigns  furtfaeif 
againft  the  other  dominions  belonging  to  his  imperial  ma«  • 
jdly  in  Italy,  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  the  aforefaid  treaties  i 
And  whereas,  fince  tnis  unhappy  rupture,  we,  as  a  friend  to 
both  parties,  have  not  ceafed  to  employ  our  beft  offices,  in 
order  to  accommodate  the  differences,  and  put  an  end  to  this 
war,  which,  if  continued,  will  endanger  the  public  tranquil- 
Bty  cf  the  reft  of  Europe  ^  And  whereas  we  have  made  parti- 
ciuar  and  earneft  inftances  with  our  ^ood  brother  the  king  oF 
Spain,  that  he  would  confent  to  a  fulpenfion  of  arms,  durmg 
which  the  negotiations  for  peace  mieht  be  more  eafily  and 
eSedually  carried  on :  And  whereas  bis  faid  Catholic  majefty 
faath  appeared  to  us  not  averfe  to  the  fufpending  his  further 
enterprifes,  and  thereby  facilitating  our  good  offices  towards 
B  happy  accommodation :    We  therefore,  for  the  better  fulfil- 
ling the  feveral  engagements  we  lie  under  by  the  treaties 
aforementioned,  and  for  promoting,  in  the  beft  and  moft  ef- 
fefhial  manner,  themeafures  that  may  tend  to  the  bringing 
about  an  entire  reconciliation  and  perfe£t  friendftiip  between 
the  faid  parties  now  engaged  in  war,  and  thereby  putting  a 
flop  to  the  fatal  confequences,  which  might  otherwtfe  enfue 
from  thefe  hoftilities,  have  thought  it  fit  and  necefTary,  for 
the  purpofes  aforefaid,  and  for  the  welfare  of  Europe  in  gene^ 

mv  lord  Stanhope,  you  and  me,  and  am»  with  great  tratb, 

when  we  were  together  at  lord  .  SIR 

Stanhope's  lodgings,   there  re-  ' 

mains  nothing  for  me  but  u>  YoDr  Inoll  obedient 

wiih  you  a^  good  voyage,   and  Hamble  fenrant. 

rood  ittccefs  m  your  underta-  « 

kings.     I  do  it  very  heartily^  y  C  R  A  O  G  S« 

Vol.  XIX.  O  ral, 
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Qeo.  I*  ral,  to  fend  a  ftrong  fleet  of  our  fliips  of  war  into  the  Medi- 
1718.    terranean  under  your  command. 

II.  You  are  therefore,  upon  the  receipt  of  theie  our  ki- 
firu6tions,  forthwith  to  proceed  to  the  Mediterranean  with 
our  faid  fleet ;  and,  being  arrived  in  the  Streights,  you  fhall 
immediately  give  notice  to  the  Catholic  king,  by  our  mini- 
fter  refiding  at  his  court,  of  your  arrival  in  thofe  feas,  and 
that  you  are  intruded,  in  our  name,  to  promote  all  mea- 
fures,  that  may  bed  contribute  to  the  compoiing  the  diffe- 
rences that  are  arifen  between  him  and  the  emperor. 

III.  You  fhall  from  thence,  without  lofs  of  time,  wind 
and  weather  permitting,  proceed  to  Port-Mahon,  and,  being 
arrived  there,  you  (hall  by  cxprefles  give  advice  of  the  fame 
%o  the  viceroy  of  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  and  to  the  gover- 
nor of  the  duchy  of  Milan,  and  let  them  know  the  purport 
of  your  in(lru£tions,  that  you  are  come  with  our  fleet  into 
thofe  parts,  to  make  good  our  treaties  with  the  emperor,  and" 
to  hinder  the  further  violation  of  the  fame  by  the  arms  of  the 
Catholic  king:  And  to  that  end  yx)U|  will  hold  a  correfpoa- 
dence  with  the  faid  viceroy  and  governor  during  your  flay  in 
the  Mediterranean,  and  let  them  know,  that  you  are  to  take 
meafures  in  concert  with  them,  for  preventing  any  further 
breach  of  the  neutrality  of  Italy,  which  by  our  treaty  we  are 
obliged  to  fee  prefervcd :  And,  as  you  may  probably  at  Port- 
Mahon  get  the  beft  intelligunce  of  the  preparations  and  pro- 
ceedings both  of  the  imperial  ills  and  the  Spaniards,  you  will 
accordingly  take  fuch  flations  with  our  fleet  under  your  com- 
mand, as  may  be  moil  proper  to  obflru6l  any  new  hofUlities^ 
and  to  put  thefe  our  inflruiSiions  in  execution. 

IV.  And  as  a  fufpeniion  of  arms,  and  a  forbearance  of  all 
adts  of  hoflility  on  each  fide,  in  thofe  parts,  is  abfolutely  ne- 
cefTary  for  the  fctting  on  foot  and  concluding  the  proper  ne- 
gotiations of  peace,  you  are  accordingly  to  make  inftances  . 
with  both  parties  to  ceafe  from  ufing  any  further  a£b  of  ho- 
flility. But,  in  cafe  the  Spaniards  do  fltll  infifl,  with  thtir 
Ihips  of  war  and  forces^  to  attack  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  or 
other  the  territories  of  the  emperor  in  Italy,  or  to  land  in  any 
part  of  Italy,  which  can  only  be  with  a  defign  to  invade  the 
emperor's  dominions,  againfl  whom  only  they  have  declared 
war  by  invading  Sardinia  ;  or,  if  they  fnould  endeavour  to 
make  themfelves  mafters  of  the  kingdom  of  Sicily,  which 
muft  be  with  a  defign  to  invade  the  kingdom  of  Naples  ;  in 
fuch  cafe  you  are,"with  all  your  power,  to  hinder  and  ob- 
flrudlthc  fame.  But  if  it  fhould  fo  happen,  that  at  your  ar- 
rival, with  our  fleet  under  your  command,  in  the  Mediterra- 

I  nean« 
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Aeaii,  the  Spaniards  (hould  already  have  landed  any  troops  in  Oeo«  L 
Italy,  in  order  to  invade  the  emperor's  territories,  you  ihall    17 18. 
endeavour  amicably  to  dilTuade  them  from  perfevering  in  fuch  ■ 

an  attempt,  and  offer  them  your  affiftance  to  help  them  to 
withdraw  their  troops,  and  put  an  end  to  all  further  a£h  of 
hoflility.  But,  in  cafe  thefe  your  friendly  endeavours  (hould 
prove  ineffectual,  you  fhall,  by  keeping  company  with,  of 
intercepting  their  (hips  or  convoy,  or,  if  it  be  neceilary,  by. 
openly  oppofing  them,  defend  the  emperor's  territories  from 
any  further  attempt. 

V.  And  whereas  we  have  thought  it  for  our  fervice  to 
fimd  four  battalions  of  our  forces  on  board  our  fleet  under 
your  command  ;  upon  your  arrival  at  our  town  of  Port* 
Mahon,  you  are  to  put  the  faid  four  battalions  on  fhore  there^ 
to  relieve  the  garri/bns  in  our  ifland  of  Minorca ;  and  you 
are  to  take  the  faid  garrifons  on  board  your  fhips  of  war,  in 
order  to  employ  the  fame  in  fuch  a  manner,  and  according  to 
fuch  inflrudiions,  as  you  ihall  receive  from  us. 

VI.  And  whereas  we  have  thought  fit  to  recall  our  trufty 
and  well-beloved  Charles  Cornwall,  £fq;  whom  we  had  ap* 
Dointed  our  plenipotentiary  for  concluding  a  peace  with  the 
Moors,  and  have  impowered  you  to  renew  that  negotiation^ 
you  are  therefore  to  difpofe  of  the  ihips  now  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  faid  vice-admiral  Cornwall,  and  employ  the 
whole  fquadron,  or  any  part  thereof,  iA  the  manner  you  fhall 
judge  moil  proper  for  promoting  the  feveral  refpedive  ferviceSf 
wherein  you  are  employed  in  the  Mediterranean^ 


The  admiral  failed  the  4th  of  June  from  Spithead  with  Ae  f^U 
twenty  fliips  of  the  line,  two  firc-fbips,  two  bomb-veflcls,  ^  ^^^ 
an  bofpital-fhip,  and  a  floreibip.  Being  got  into  the  ocean#  t^  . 
lie  fent  the  Rupert  to  Lifbon  for  intelligence,  and,  arriving 
on  the  30th,  N.  S.  off  Cape  St«  Vincent,  be  difpatched  the 
Superbe  to  Cadiz  with  Mr.  Allix  his  fecretary,  who  carried 
a  letter  from  him  to  colonel  Stanhope  (the  prefent  earl  of 
Harrington)  the  king's  envoy  at  Madrid,  wherein  he  defired 
that  miniiler  to  acquaint  the  king  of  Spain  with  his  arrival  in 
thofe  parts,  in  his  way  to  the  Mediterranean,  and  to  lay  be^^ 
fore  him  the  inftrudions  he  was  to  B.&  under  with  his  fqua* 
dron,  of  which  he  gave  a  very  ample  detail  in  his  letter* 
.  The  envoy  fbewed  the  letter  to  cardinal  Alberoni,  wbo^ 
upon  reading  it,  told  him  with  fome  warmth,  ^  That  his 
mafler  would  run  all  hazards,  and  even  fuffcr  bimfelf  to  be 
driven  out  of  Spain,  raih^  than  recall  his  trg^ps,  or  content 
to  any  fufpen&on  of  arms.:'  adding,    ^  That  (he  Spaniards 
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Geo.  L  ^^^  ^^^  ^  ^  frightened  $  and  he  was  lb  well  convinced  of 
1718.  ^^^'^  fleet's  doing  their  duty^  that,  if  the  admind  fhould 
_,  think  fit  to  attack  them,  he  (hould  be  in  no  pain  far  the  fuc- 
cefs.'  Mr.  Stanhope,  having  in  his  hand  a  lift  of  the  Britiflk 
i^uadron,  defirod  bis  eminence  to  perufe  it,  'and  to  comfnre 
its  ftrength  with  that  of  their  own  fquadron  j  which  the  car- 
dinal took,  and  threw  on  the  ground  with  much  paffion. 
Mr.  Stanhope,  with  great  temper,  deAred  him  ^  to  confider 
the  fincere  attention,  which  the  king  his  mailer  had  alwajrs 
had  to  the  honour  and  intereft  of  his  Catholic  msgefty,  which 
it  was  impoffiUe  for  him  to  give  greater  proofs  of,  than  he 
had  done  by  his  imwearied  endeavours,  through  the  whole, 
courfe  of  theprefent  negotiations,  to  procure  the  moft  advan- 
tageous conditions  pioffible  for  Spain,  in  which  be  had  fuc- 
oeededeven  beyond  what  any  unprejudiced  perfon  could  have 
hoped  for ;  ana  that,  though  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  for  the 
neutrality  of  Italy,  which  was  entered  into  at  the  requeft  of 
the  king  of  Spain  himfelf ;  as  alfo  by  that  of  Weftminfter  the 
25th  of  May,  1 7 16,  his  majefty  found  himfelf  obliged  tode- 
,  fend  the  emperor's  dominions,  when  attacked ;  he  had  hi« 
iherto  only  aAed  as  a  mediator^  though,  ever  fince  the  enter- 
prrfe  againft  Sardinia,  by  his  treaties  he  became  a  party  in 
the  war,  and  for  this  year  lafl  paft  had  been  ftrongly  called 
upon  by  the  emperor  to  comply  with  thefe  engagements ; 
and  that  even  now,  when  it  was  impoifible  for  him  to  delay 
any  longer  the  fending  his  fleet  into  the  Mediterranean,  it 
plainly  appeared  by  the  admiral's  inftrudions^  which  he  com- 
municated to  his  eminence,  and  by  the  orders  he  had  himfelf 
receK'cd,  that  his  majefty  had  nothing  more  at  heart,  than 
that  his  fleet  mtghc  be  employed  in  promoting  the  intereils  of 
the  king  of  Spain ;  and  hoped  bis  Catholic  majefly  would 
not,  by  refuiii^  to  recall  his  troops,  or  confent  to  a  ceilii- 
tion  of  arms,  put  it  out  of  hitf  power  to  give  all  the  proofs  of 
the  fmcere  friendfliip  he  always  defired  to  cultivate  with  his 
Catholic  majefty.'  All  that  the  cardinal  could  be  brought  to 
promife,  was  to  lay  the  admiral's  letter  before  the  king,  and 
to  let  the  envoy  know  his  refolution  upoti  it  in  two  days : 
But  it  was  nine  days  before  he  could  obtain  and  fend  it  away, 
the  cardinal  probably  hoping,  that  the  admiral  would  delay, 
in  expedation  of  it,  in  fome  of  the  ports  of  Spain,  and 
thereby  give  time  for  their  fleet  and  forces  to  (ecure  a  good 
^doting  in  Sicily.  The  anfwer  was  wrote  under  the  admiral's 
tetter,  in  thefe  words :  <  His  Catholic  majefly  has  done  me 
Ihe  honour  to  tell  me,  tl)at  the  Chevalier  fiyng  may  execute 
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tKe  orders,  which  be  has  from  the  king  bis  mafter.    £(cu«»  Geo.  /• 
ri^j  isJ«'y»  »7'8.  1718. 


The  cardinal  AlberonL^ 

Mr.  Stanhope,  feeing  things  tending  to  a  rupture,  gave 
private  and  early  notice  of  his  apprehenfions  to  the  Engltfh 
cx>n&ib  and  merchants,  fettled  in  the  Spanifh  fea-port  towns, 
advifing  them  to  guard  and  fecure  their  eiFed^  againft  any 
danger  of  a  breach  between  the  two  crowns. 

Theadmiral  purfuing  his  voyage  with  unfavourable  winds, 
it  was  the  8th  of  July,  N.  S.  before  he  made  Cap^  Spartd, 
where  the  Superbe  and  Rupert  rqoined  him,  and  brought  htm 
advice  of  the  mighty  preparations  which  the  Spaniards  had 
made  at  Barcelona,  and  of  their  fleet  failing  from  thence  the 
1 8th  of  June,  N.  S.  to  the  eaftward.  In  paffing  by  Gibral- 
tar, vice-admiral  Cornwall  came  out  and  joined  him,  with 
the  Argyle  and  Charles  galley.  The  iquadron  wanting  wa- 
ter, and  the  wind  continuing  contrary,  diey  anchored  off 
Cape  Malaga,  where  having  compleated  their  watering  in 
four  days,  Siey  proceeded  to  Minorca,  where  the  admiral 
was  to  land  four  regiments  of  foot,  which  he  carried  out 
from  England,  in  oraer  to  relieve  the  foldiers  there  in  gar- 
rifon,  who  were  to  imbark,  and  ferve  in  the  (quadron.  On 
the  2td  of  July,  N.  S.  he  anchored  with  the  fquadron  off 
Port-Adahon.  Here  he  received  advice,  that  the  Spanifh 
fleet  had  been  feen,  the  30th  of  June,  within  forty  leagues 
of  Naples,  fleering  fouth-eaft :  Upon  which  he  difpatched 
away  expnefles  to  the  governor  of  Milan,  and  viceroy  of  Na- 
ples, to  inform  them  of  his  arrival  in  the  Mediterranean  $  znd^ 
having  fliiAed  the  ^rrtfons  of  Minorca,  he  failed  from  thence 
the  25th  of  July,  N.  S.  and  arrived  the  flrft  of  Auguft  in  the 
bay  of  Naples. . 

It  is  impoiBble  to  exprefs  the  joy  of  thofe  people,  at  the 
long*wiflied  for  fight  of  a  fleet,  which  alone  could  aflTure  their 
fiifety.  They  had  been  under  the  greateft  terrors,  expeding 
that  the  prodigious  armament  of  Spain  would  have  fallra  upon 
that  kingdom :  And,  though  their  fears  were  relieved  for  the 
prefimt  by  the  defoent  of  the  Spaniards  into  Sicily,  yet  the  ra- 
pidity, with  which  they  had  over-run  the  greatefl;  part  of  that 
niand,  and  a  rea&nable  fufpicion,  that  the  duke  of  Savoy 
would  not  much  expofe  his  troops  to  defend  the  remainder  of 
•  country,  which,  by  the  terms  of  the  Quadruple  Alliance, 
was  to  be  taken  from  him,  and  given  to  a  potentate,  whofe 
power  in  Italy  he  dreaded^  made  them  look  for  theenemyfoon 
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Cieo.  I.   in  Naples^  where  the  ftrong  part,  that  had  appeared  among 
17 18.    the  Sicilian  nobility  for  Spain, , made  them  apprehend,  that 

J  no  lefs  a  fadlion  would  rife  in  their  favour,  upon  their  inva- 

ding that  kingdom,  where  the  Germans  had  but  twelve 
(fome  fay  eight)  thoufand  men,  and  the  whole  countrv  was 
HI  provided  for  defence.  The  common  people  indeeo  were 
generally  in  the  intereft  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  which  was 
greatly  owing  to  the  prudent  government  of  the  marihal 
eount  Daun,  their  viceroy^  a  man  endowed  with  all  the  qua* 
lities  fit  for  that  high  employment,  and  the  fame  perfon,  who 
l^ad  defended  Turin  fo  well,  when  it  was  befieged  by  the 
duke  of  Orleans  in  1706,  till  it  was  relieved  by  the  duke  of 
Savoy  and  prince  Eugene.  He  was  of  a  courteous  and  af- 
fable difpofition,  but  exa6^  and  fteady  in  the  adminiftration 
ef  jaftice  ;  by  which  means  he  had  fupprefled  the  banditti, 
who  ufed  to  iafeft  the  country  ;  and  had  put  a  ftop  to  the 
nurders,  that  were  fo  frequent  in  the  city,  not  fufFering  the 
churches  to  exercife  their  infamous  claim  of  fanduary  for 
(uch  flagitious  crimes*  He  did  not  indeed  afied:  that  fhcw 
of  grandeur,  which  the  Italians  are  fond  of;  but,  as  his 
frugal  manner  of  living  freed  him  from  the  neceiSty  of  op- 
piydSing  them,  fo  there  was  never  any  complaint  of  that  kind 
againft  him*  He  was  very  zealous  for  the  interefts  of  his 
mafter,  which  he  promoted  by  juft  and  wife  meafures  -,  and 
a  certain  conformity  of  manners;  wherein  he  and  the  admi- 
ral refembled  each  other,  begat  fuch  a  quick  confidence  and 
friendihip  between  them,  as  helped  to  carry  on  the  fervice  i^ 
the  common  caufe  with  unufual  harmony  and  difpatch. 

The  fleet  failing  with  a  gentle  gale  into  the  bay  of  Naples, 
confiding  of  twenty-one  fail  of  the  line  of  battle,  moft  of 
them  great  (hips,  and  three  of  them  bearing  flags,  afforded 
fiich  a  fpci^acle,  as  had  never  been  feen  in  thole  parts  be- 
fore. The  whole  city  was  in  a  tumult  of  joy  and  exultation. 
The  (bore  was  crowded  with  multitudes  of  coaches  and  peo- 
ple ;  and  ilich  an  infinite  number  of  boats  came  oiF,  fome 
with  provifions  and  refrefliments,  others  out  of  curiofity  and 
Mdmitation,  thai  the  fea  between  the  fleet  at  anchor  and  the 
^lore  was  Jiteiallv  covered.  The  viceroy,  being  incommo- 
*  4$id  with  the  gout,  fent  colonel  count  Hamilton  to  make 
his  compliments  to  the  admiral,  and  to  let  him  know  the 
feeble  condition  he  was  in ;  but  that,  neverthelefs,  he  in- 
■  rcniied  to  come  off,  and  make  him  a  vifit.  The  admiral  re- 
turned the  civility  by  his  hrft  captain,  who,  waiting  on  the 
viceroy,  told  him,  the  admiral  was  ienfible  of  the  honour  he 
iDiend^d  hiin^  l^ixi  dt-fared  he  would  not  -give  himfelf  the 
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^trouble,  efpeeiaily  as  lie  was  ill ;  and  that  he  would  iaime*  Geo.  L 
diately  wait  on  his  excellency*    The  admiral  eoing  aihore>    1718. 
attended  by  the  flag-officers  and  captains  in  their  boats,  was  ■' 
falated,  at  his  landings  by  all  the  caniion  round  the  city  and 
<aftles,  and  was  carried  to  the  duke  de  MataIone*8  {^ace» 
.which  had  been  prepared  for  his  reception  during  his  flay  at 
Naples.     From  thence  he  was  conduded  to  court  through 
an  infinite  throng  of-  people,  with  the  greateA  acclamations 
of  joy,  and  all  the  honours  and  ceremonies  paid  to  a  vice- 
foy  ;  where  entering  into  conference  with  count  Daun,  he 
learnt  that  the  Spanifh  army,   confining  of   about  thirty 
thouiand  men,  commanded  by  the  marquiis  de  Lede,  had 
landed  the  fecond  of  July«   N.  S.  in  Sicily,  and  had  (bon 
made  themielves  mailers  of  the  city  and  csiftles  of  Palermo^ 
and  of  great  part  of  the  ifland  ;  that  they  had  taken  the  towo 
of  Meffina.  and  were  then  carrying  on  Uie  fiege  of  the  cita- 
tadel ;  that  the  viceroy  did  not  know,  how  for  the  PiedmoA^ 
tefe  garrifon  was  to  be  depended  on  ;  but  that  they  muft  (bon 
be  obliged  to  furrender,  if  not  relieved.     That  the  laft  let- 
ters he  had  received  from  Vienna  gave  hopes,  that  the  king  of 
Sicily  might  be  entered,  by  this  time,  into  a  particular  sdli- 
ance  with  the  emperor,  having  defired  the  affiftance  of  his 
troops,  and  agreed  to  receive  them  into  the  citadel.    The 
next  morning  the  viceroy  vifited  the  admiral,  and,  renewing 
their  conference  on  the  meafurcs  to  foe  taken  in  that  con- 
jundure  of  aflairs,  it  was  agreed,  that  the  viceroy  |(hoUld 
fend  general  Wetzel  with  two  thoufand  German  foot  in  tar<- 
tans  to  Meffina,  to  relieve  the  citadel  and  fort  St.  Salvador  ; 
and,  as  the  admiral  was  directed  by  his  orders  to  obftruiSt  any 
attempts  of  the  Spaniards  on  Sicily,  he  confented  to  take 
thofe  troops  under  his  prote^on ;    and,  accordingly,  the 
cranfports  being  got  ready,  he  failed  with  them  the  6th  of 
Auguft,  N.  S.  from  Naples,  and  arrived  the  9th  in  view  of 
the  Faro  off  Meffina. 

Here  the  admiral  paufed.  He  faw  with  concern  a  new 
war  rekindled  in  Europe  by  the  ambition  of  Spain:  He 
weidied  with  deep  confideracion  the  confequences  of  his  in- 
flni^ions.  which  made  a  rupture  with  that  nation  unavoid- 
able, if  they  perfifted  in  their  enterprife  on  Sicily ;  and  being 
ardendy  ddirous  of  trying  every  method  of  negotiation,  be- 
fore he  proceeded  to  the  extremity  of  his  orders,  he  dif- 
•  patched  captain  Saunders,  his  firft  captain,  to  Meffina,  with  . 
a  letter  to  the  marquifs  de  Lede,  adquainting  him,  ^  That 
the  king  his  mafter,  bein^  engaged  by  feveral  treaties  to 
prelcnre  the  tranquillity  of  Kaly,  had  honoured  him  with  the 
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Geo»L  command  of  a  li}iuidron  of  Aips,  ^idi  he  kaid  feok  inim 
1 7 17.    thofe  feas  9  and  that  he  came  fully  impoweitd  and  inftniAed 
1  u.  •   .  "■  to  promote  fuch  meafures^ as  migfaf  bcft  accooimodate  all  dtf- 
feiaences  between  the  powers  concerned    That  his  msgefijf 
•was  emi^oying  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  bring  about  a  go* 
neral  pacification^  and  was  not  widiont  hopes  of  fuecmp 
He  therefore  pix>pofed  to  him  to  come  to  a  cdEttion  of  arms 
in  Sicily  for  two  months^  in  order  to  give  time  to  the  fcveni 
courts  to  conclude  on  fuch  rdblutions,  as  might  reftore  n 
lading  peace*'    But  he  added,  *  That,  if  he  was  not  fo  hap- 
py to  fucceed  in  this  ofier  of  fervice,  nor  to  be  inftramental 
^n  bringing  ^out  fo  defireable  a  work,  be  {houM  ^en  hope  to 
snerit  his  excellency's  efteem  in  the  execution  of  the  other 
p^t  of.  bis  orders,  which  were,  to  ufe  all  his  force  to  prevent 
farther  attempts  todifturb  the  dominions  his  mafier  ftood  en* 
«       gaged  tp  defend/    The  next  morning  the  captain  returned 
with  ti^e  general's  anfwer,  ^  That  it  would  be  an  inesc* 
pr^ble  joy  for  his  perfon  to  contribute  to  fo  laudaUe  an  end 
>I8  peaces  but,  as  he  had  no  powers  to  treat,  he  could  not  of 
coikequence  agree  to  any  fuipenfion  of  arms,  even  at  the  ex^ 
pence  of  wh^t  the  courage  of  his  mafter's  arms  might  be  put 
))0 ;  but  ihould  follow  his  orders,  which  dircSed  him  to 
feize  on  Sicily  for  his  mafter  the  king  of  Spain.     That  he 
bad  a  true  tenfe  of  his  accompliihed  expreffions  ;  bat  his 
mafter's  forces  would  always  be  univerfally  efieemed  in  £icri- 
ficing  themfelves  for  the  prefervation  of  their  aedit,  in  which 
pUes  the  fuccefs  did  not  always  anfwer  the  ideas  that  were 
formed. 
Th  s  tnift     *^^  admiral  had  received  intelligence,  that  the  ^>amfli 
fleetde^eated  ^^^  departed  from  Paradife  (which  is  a  road  at  the  entrance 
)>yadmind  of  the  harbouf  of  Meffina)  Uieday  before  his  arrival  off  the 
%1'^R       Faro,  which  made  him  conclude,  that  they  were  retired  to 
r^l^(/^*   Malta  'f  -and  therefore,  upon  receiving  the  marquift  de  Lede's 
anfwer,  he  immediately  failed,  with  intention  to  come  with 
liis  (quadron  before  Meffina,  in  order  to  encourage  and  fup- 
port  the  garrifon  in  the  ci»del ;  but,  as  he  flood  in  about 
the  point  of  the  Faro  towards  Meffina^  he  faw  two  of  the 
Spaniih  fcoucs  in  the  Faro  ;  and  being  informed  at  die  fame 
time  by  a  felucca ,  which  came  off  from  the  Calabrian  ihore, 
that  they  faw  from  the  hills  the  Spanifli  fleet  lying  by,  the 
^miral  altered  his  defign,  and  fending  away  goiecai  WcCsel 
with  the  German  troops  to  Reggio,  under  the  convoy  of  two 
men  of  war,  he  flood  through  the  Faro  with  his  iqaadron, 
with  ail  the  fail  he  could,  after  their  Aiouts,  imaginmg  they 
|ypu}d  le^d  him  to  their  fleet,  whiqh  accordingly  they  dad  i 
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{brbcArrnooiifae  hid  l%Iitol'.  thdrwiwk  flwt:1yia|4i^  Gml 
and  drawn  into  x  line  of?  bmc^  confiftiiiff  of  twtety-%f«ii  .1718. 
finl  of  own  of  war,  finidl  and:  gieat,  bcmfes  tiro  fite-A^v,^ 
four  bomlHvefiUs^  fevea  gaUtes»  and  fefenlikii»Liddn  nmdi 
fiores  and  {uovifiom,  comaEianded  hjrtbradmhalDoD  Aiili> 
ffiiodeCaftaneta,  and^ under  him  four  rear4idniirsdfl,  Cha^ 
con^  Mari,  Oue?aro,  and  Caounock.    On  the  fiMit  of  the 
£oglifli  iqnadtvin,  thcjrftood  zwxjhrgs^  but  in  oner  of  faa^ 
ck.    The  admiral  fbUonacd  them  ail  £e  reft  of  that  iwfy  and 
che  fucceedittg  ni^,  wkh  fmall  galea  north-^afleify,  and 
(ometimes  calm,  laith  fair  weather.    The  neort  nnoniing 
nearly,  the  nth  of  Auguft,  N.  S*  the  Enrlifli  being  got 
pretty  near  up  with  them,  the  marquifi  de  Mari,  rear-adaii«* 
ral,  with  fix  Spanifli  men  of  war,  and  all  the  gallies^  iiit* 
Anps,   bomb^v^els,    and  flore-ibips  leparated  from  their 
main-fleet,  and  ftood  in  for  the  Sicilian  (bore  ;  upon  wfaiidi 
^idmtral  Byng  detached  captain  Walton,  in  the  Canterbury^ 
ymA  five  mone  (hips,  afar  them ;  and  the  Argyle  and  Can- 
eerirary  getting  within  gun^fhot  of  the  headmoft  ibip,  about 
Hx  in  the  morning,  the  Aigyle  fired «  (hot  to  bring  her  to; 
vrhich  fhe  not  minding,  the  Argyle  fired  another,  and  the 
Canterbury,  bdi^  fbmewhat  nearer,   fired  anodier,  upoik 
which  the  Spanifh  fliip  fired  her  ftem-chace  at  the  Canter- 
i>nry,  and  then  the  engagement  began.    The  admiral  pur« 
luingAe  main  body  of  the  Spanifh  fleet,  the  Orford,  csqi* 
tain  r  alkingham,  and  the  Grafton,  captain  Baddock,  came 
upfirfl  with  them  about  ten  o'clock,  at  whom  the  Spaniarda 
iired  their  ftern-chace  guns.     The  admiral  fent  orders  to 
thofe  two  (hips  not  to  fire,  unlefs  the  Spaniards  repeated  their 
firing ;  which  they  doing,  the  Orford  attacked  the  Santa 
Ro&  of  fixty-fbur  guns,  and  took  her.  .  The  St.  Carlos  of 
#ixty  guns  ftruck  next,  without  much  oppofition,   to  the 
Kent,  captain  Matthews.     The  Grafton  attacked  warmly 
the  Prince  of  Aihir^s  of  feventy  guns,  formerly  called  the 
Cumberland,  in  which  was  rear-admiral  Chacon  ;  but  the 
Bredah,  captain  Barrow-Harris,  and  the  Captain,  captain 
Ardiibald  Hamilton^   coming  up.  Haddock  left  that  (hip 
much  (battered  for  them  to  take,  and  ibetched  a-head  after 
another  ibip  of  fixty  guns,  which  had  kept  firing  on  his  flar- 
•board  bow,  during  his  engagement  with  the  Prince  of  Aflu- 
rias.    About  one  o'clock  the  Kent,  and  foon  after  the  Su- 
perbe,  captain  Mailer,  came  up  with,  and  engaged  the  Spa^ 
nifh  admiral  of  ieventy-feur   guns,  who,  with  two  (hips 
more,  fired  on  them^  and  made  a  running  fight  till  about 
threcy  and  then  the  Kent  bearinjg  down  upon  him,  and  un- 
der 
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Geo*  !•  ^  hH  ftcni)  gave  him  her  broadfide»  and  fell  to  the  lee- 
.1718*  I  ward.    Afterwards  the  Superbe,  putting  for  it  to  lav  the  ad- 
■I     I         miral  aboard,  fell  on  his  weather  quarter,  upon  wKich  the 
iSpaniih  admiral  fhifting  his  helm,  the  Superbe  ranged  up  un<- 
<der  his  lee-quarter;  on  which  he  ftruck  to  her.  .  At  the  fame 
time  the  Barfieur,  in  which  was  the  admiral,  being  a*ftera 
3of  the  >Spaniih  Admiial  within  ihot,  and  inclinine  on  his 
weather-quarter,  rear-admiral  Guevara,    and  another  (ixty 
]gun  fhip,  which  were  to  windward,  bore  down  upon  him^ 
^amd  ^ve  him  their  broadfides,  and  then  clapped  upon  a 
wind,  ftandingin  for  the  land.    The  admiral  immediately 
tacked  and  flood  after  them,  until  it  was  almoft  night ;  but 
there  being  little  wind,  and  they  gating  away  out  of  his 
iieach,   he  left  purfuing  them,  and  flood  in  to  the  fleet, 
which  he  joined  two  hours  after  night.     The  Eflex,  captain 
Rowzier,took  the  Juno  of  thirty-iix  guns  ;  the  Mountague, 
captain  Beverley,  and  the  Rupert,  Captain  Field,  took  the 
Volanteof  forty-four  guns  ;  and  rear-admiral  Delaval  in  the 
Dorfetfhire  took  die  flabella  of  lixty  guns.  This  adlion  hap* 
pened  off  Cape  Pailaro,  about  fix  leagues  diftance  from  die 
fliore.    The  Engliih  received  but  little  damage.     The  ihip 
that  fufiered  moft  was  the  Grafton,  which  being  a  good 
failor,  her  captain  engaged  feveral  (hips  of  the  enemy,  al- 
ways purfuing  the  headmoft,  and  leaving  thofe  (hips  ^hich 
he  had  difabled  or  damaged,  to  be  taken  by  thofe  that  fol« 
lowed  Jiim.    Admiral  Byng  lay  by  (bme  days  at  fea,  to  refit 
the  rigging  of  his  (hips,  and  to  repair  the  damages  the  prizes 
had  (uftained  ;  and  the  i8th  received  a  letter  from  captain 
Walton,  giving  an  account,  that  he  had  taken  four  Spani(h 
men  of  war  ;  one  of  fixty  guns,  commanded  by  rear- admiral 
Mari,  one  of  fifty- four,  one.of  forty,  and  one  of  twenty-four 
guns,  with  a  bomb-veilel,  and  a  (hip  laden  with  arms  ;  and 
burnt  four  men  of  war  ;  one  of  fifty-four  guns,  two  of  forty, 
and  one  of  thirty-fix  guns,  with  a  fire-(hip  and  a  bomb-vef« 
fcl  (a.) 

(a)  Captain  Walton  was  one,         SIR, 
whofe  natural  talentt  xvere  fitter        ..  ^^  j,         ^  ^  ^ 

feratchievin^a  gallant  ..dion.  ..  ^^  ^,  ^  g      j^  ^ 

than  defcribing  one  J    yet  h.,  «  and  velfels,  which  we««pS 

letter.  00  th«occafion,carnes  „  ^^  ^^^  '^   number  a.  per 

in  It  fuch  a  ftrain  of  military  „  marcri    »* 

eloquence,  that  it  is  worth  in-  *  "'    j -^ 

feninir  here :  ^        ^  Tj        > 

Canterbory,  offSyracufe, 

16  Aug.  1718. 

G.  WAhTom, 
The 
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The  admtnl,  having  thus  received  a  full  account  of  tfale  Geo.  L 

v^hole  tranfadion,  difpatched  away  his  eldeft  Ton,  Mr.  Byng^  I7i8» 
to  England ;  who,  arriving  at  Hampton-Court  in  fifteen  days 


from  Naples,  brought  the  agreeable  confirmation  of  what  '^  »*«»- 
pubKc  fame  had  before  reported,  and  upon  which  the  king  '^^^^^^^^ 
bad  already  written  a  letter  to  the  admiral  with  his  own  terthebat* 
hand  (b).     Mr.  Byng  met  with  a  moft  gracious  reception  ^(« 
from  the  king,  who  made  htm  a  handfome  prefent ;  and  fent 
him  back  with  plenipotentiary  powers  to  his  fiither  to  nego- 
tiate with  the  feveral  princes  and  ftates  of  Italy,  as  there 
fliould   be  cccafton,   and  with  his'  royal  grant  to  the  of- 
ficers and  feamen  of  all  the  prizes  taken  by  them  from  the 
iipantards. 

The  condua  of  the  Spaniards  in  the  adion  of  Paflaro  did  JTSSS 
ilot  anfwer  the  vigour  of  the  refolutions  they  had  taken  be-  of  the  Spt- 
fore  it.     Upon  notice  of  the  approach  of  the  Englifh  fqua-  AunSi. 
dron,  they  held  a  confultation,  in  which  the  queftion  was  ^^^^'^^ 
not,  Whether  they  ihould  fight  or  retreat,  but  in  what  fla* 
don  they  ihould  expe£t  them  ?  Whether  go  out  from  Meffi- 
jia  to  meet  them,  or  pais  through  the  Faro  to  the  ibuthward, 
and,  lying  by  ift  order  of  battle,  receive  them  there  ?  Which 
latter  opinion  prevailed.    But,  when  the  admiral  came  up 
near  to  them,  thev  foon  abandoned  their  order  of  battle,  and 
falling  into  confufion  and  uncertainty,  whether  torefiil  or  fly^ 
by  doing  neither  they  became  an  eafy  prey,  and  the  Engliih 
might  be  rather  faid  to  have  made  a  feizure,  than  to  have 
gained  a  vidory.     There  was  indeed  ibme  difproportion  in 
the  ilrength  of  the  two  fleets ;  but  the  inequality  was  not 
fuch  as  deterred  the  Spaniards  from  a  refolution  of  fighting, 
though  it  was  but  ill  fupported  afterwards  in  the  execution. 
But  this  juiliceis  due  to  the  admiral  Caflaneta,  and  to  rear* 


ib)  The  letter  was  in  French, 
may  be  thus  tranflated : 

Moniienr  le  chevalier  Byng. 

•  Though  fKave  not  yet  heard 
from  you  diredly^  I  am  inform- 
ed of  the  vidory  which  the  iieet 
has  gained  under  your  com- 
maoa,  and  I  was  unwilling  to 
delay  the  fatisfa£tion  that  my 
approbatiim  of  your  condu6l 
jnight  afford  you.  1  thank  you 
•for  it,  and  d^e  you  to  exprefs 
Atj  iatisfaClion  to  aU  the  brave 


people  who  have  Penalized 
themfelves  on  tlus  occauon.  Se- 
cretary Craggs  has  orders  to  in<« 
form  you  more  at  large  of  my 
intentions,  but  I  was  pleaied  to 
aiTure  you  myfelf  that  1  am« 

Monfieur  le  chevalier  Byng, 

Your  good  friend,     : 

Hampton-Court, 
Aug.  23,  1718. 

Geoxgb  R. 
admiral 
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Chacon^  that  they  made  as  good  a  defence  with  Mix 
own  (hipSy  as  could  be  expc&ed,  and  the  former  was  woun- 
ded in  bodi  legs.  It  was  reported,  that,  at  a  confultation  of 
tthc^  Spdtfiifh  admirals,  rear*adaiiral  Cammock  gave  his  opt* 
nioiU  that  they  (hould  remain  at  anchor  in  the  road  of  Para* 
difts  ranging  their  ihips  in  a  line  of  battle,  with  their  broad* 
iid«9  to  &e  fea ;  which  meafure  would  certainly  have  given 
the  £nglilb  Admiral  infinite  trouble  to  attack  them.  For  tbi 
Goaft  is  ib  bold)  that  the  largeft  (hips  could  ride  with  a  cable 
aflMre  ;  and,  further  out,  the  currents  are  fo  various  and  ra* 
pU,  that  it  would  have  been  hardly  practicable  to  get  up  to 
ihCfQt  but  impoffiblc  to  anchor  or  lie  by  them  in  order  of  bat* 
tie.  Befides,  they  lay  fo  near  the  fliore,  and  could  have  i^- 
<tivQd  fuch  affifiance  of  foldiers  from  the  army  to  man  and 
defend  them  s  and  the  annoyance,  which  the  Spaniards  might 
have  given  from  the  feveral  batteries  they  could  have  planted 
alone  the  (bore,  would  have  been  fuch,  that  the  only  way  of 
attacking  the  ihips  (eemed  to  be  by  boarding  and  grappling 
with  them  at  once,  to  prevent  being  caft  off  by  the  currents, 
which  would  have  been  a  hazardous  undertdcing,  wherein 
tjhe  Spaniards  would  have  had  many  advantages,  and  the 
Snglilh  admiral  have-run  the  chance  of  dcftroying  his  fleet, 
^  buying  a  victory,  if  he  fucceeded,  very  dear  (c). 

,  Ad- 

(c)  Mr.  Corbet»  in  his  ac-  upon  his  dominions,  which  was 

count  of  the  expedition  to  Sicily,  inteiuled  elfewhere.     The  ar- 

infertshere  the-following  digref-  mamenc  they  fitted  oat  was  fait- 

fion  concerning  the  aSairs  of  able  to  the  greatnefs  of  the  on- 

the  Spaniards :  dertaking  ;    never  any   nation 

The  counfels  of  Spain  were,  lent  to  Tea  an  army  ib  numerous, 

at  this  time,  under  the  manage-  (b  well  apointed,  and  fo  pro- 

ment  of  two  Italians,  the  queen  vided  with  all  necefiaries  for  a 

and  the  abbot  Alberoni,  whom  diilant  expedition ;  the  leall  iro- 

Ihe  had  raifed  to  the  dignity  of  plement  was  not  forgotten.  All 

cardinal  and    prime  miniller.  which  was  owin^  xo  the  inde- 

They  had  vaft  defigns  in  their  fatigable  care  ofdon  Jofeph  Pa- 

triew,  and,   by  fecrct  intrigues  tinho,  a  man  of  great  abilities, 

with  the  king  of  Sicily,  and  o-  who  went  in  the  exp^idon,  and 

ther  Italian  princes  and  Hates,  had  the  abfolute  dire&ion  and 

had  laid  no  lefs  a  fcheme,   than  management  of  the  whole  en- 

to  exterminate  the  houfe  of  A  u-  terprize,    except    the  military 

ilria  and  the  imperial  power  out  command.     The  world  was  a- 

of  Italy.    And  it  was  thought  mased  to  fee  Spaio  Exerting  a 

CO  be  owing  to  the  doubts  they  vigour  fhe  had  not  ihewn  for  a- 

hadof  the  uncerity  of  the  king  bove  a  centnry  padft.    Some  of 


of  Sicily»  that  the  ftorm  fell  firft    the  pnndpal  prifoaers,  and 

fiafieta 
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Adoiinl  Byog)  having  coUeded  hit  fliifxi  dfter  the  adim^  Geo.  I. 
put  into  Syeacufcy  the  i9thof  Auguft,  N.  S.  whe^h^foitfvd    1719^ 


ftflnefia  htmifelf,  ailfiired  the  ad- 
miral that  tiiey  mcended,  the 
fianmer  fbllowti^,  to  have  at 
lea  fifty  fiiS  of  chenne  of  battie ; 
which  the  great  preparations  in 
die  ports  of  Bifcay,  and  other 
ports  of  Spain,  made  very  pro- 
oabie.  Thofe  in  Bii<^y,  which 
were  one  man  of  war  of  fcventy 
ffims,  and  two  of  iixty,  newly 
built,  with  aa  incredible  ooao- 
tity  of  timber,  pitch  and  tar, 
and  other  naval  Ibores,  for  build- 
ing more,  w6re  all  deftieyed  by 
an  Engli^  iqnadron,  affifted  by 
a  detachment  which  thednke  of 
Berwick  ibared  from  his  army, 
at  the  foUicitadott  of  colonel 
Stanhope,  the  Englifh  miniftcr, 
who  conuhred  the  dengn,  and, 
fervine  as 'a  volohtier  in  theen*^ 
tefpri^,  piiindpbllv  cjomributed 
to  the  execmjon  of  it. 

it  (honld  feem  bat  ill  policy 
ill  a  court,  intent  on  fuchmigh- 
ty  defigDSy  to  provoke  and  irri- 
tate, without  caafe,  a  nation, 
the  mod  capable  in  the  world  of 
thwardng  and  defeating  them. 
And  yet  they  feemed  to  make  it 
a  ftadied  point  to  vex  and  dif- 
frefs  the  EngHfli  by  all  manner 
of  ways  in  their  commerce,  info- 
much  diat  their  trade  with  Spain 
was  aimoft  rained  and  lofb.  They 
demanded  arbitrary  and  heavy 
duties  from  the  Engliih  ^^ries 
refiding  in  their  ports,  from 
which  the  treaties  exprefly  tx* 
empted  them ;  and,  upon  refu- 
fal  of  payment,  dieir  houfes 
were  furrounded  by  foldiers, 
their  warehou(es  and  chefts 
broke  open,  and  their  goods 
fold  at  public   puccry.     The 


lioyal  officers  nfed  them  wttk 
fbch  iBJnftiee  and  iiiift^ence,  at 
if  they  knew,  they  made  vheit 
court  ^y  fo  doing.  £veiy  poft  ' 
brought  compLunts  to  the  Sj^« 
lifli  miniller  at  Madrid,  of  new 
grievances  and  opprelEons.  Tb9 
memorials  delivered  to  thaft 
court  ifbr  tedrefd  were  number- 
lefs,  widfout  the  Ttoatt  regard  hai 
to  them.  When  ^ny  traafbop« 
tadon  of  troops  was  ineendedf 
they  immediately  emba»raedall 
the  Engliih  merchant-ftips  in 
their  pons,  compelling  *their 
mafters,  with  great  circamftanGea 
of  Severity,  to  enter  into  Aeir 
fervice,  impiifoning  ihem  m 
common  ^oals,  if  they  refufeS. 
and  obliging  them  to  mitom 
theircar^oes,  dxough  periftaUi^ 
and  confined  t^  odier  markets. 
They  pnjceeded  ^  ftr  in  iteir 
unjimtieatmeiit,  thattteirorai^ 
zers  brought  into  the  f0m  df 
Spain  whatever  Engliin  mutm 
chant^hips  they  met  with  ixufae 
open  fea,  though  bound  to  Italy 
or  other  parts,  and  compelled 
them  to  unload  their  cargoes  anA 
enter  into  their  feivice.  Scrdi; 
as  were  not  uf^d  by  diem  fb^ 
tranfjports,  had  their  feameii 
taken  sway  to  ferre  in  their 
men  of  war.  Rear^admisd 
Cammock  pre4ed  no  lefs  thaa 
^tv  for  his  own  fhip,  and  gne 
of  tJie  matters,  endeavouring  to 
keep  his  men,  had  bodi  his  ears 
cut  off.  The  batde  of  Failaro 
wad  fortunate  to  thoie  poor  peo- 
ple, for,  when  the  ifTue  6f  it  wajf 
known,  foity-five  Engliih  tranf* 
ports  made  their  efcape  from 
Mifffina  to  Reggk^  fevttal  -of 

them 
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Geo*L  captain  Walton  and  his  prizes.    Syracufe  was  at  that  time 
1718.     blocked  up  by  a  detadiment  of  the  Spanifh  army,    into 
■■  ■■  which  city  count  MafFei^  the  duke  of  Savoy's  viceroy,  had 

retreated  with  difficulty  from  Palermo,  and  had  in  the  place 
a  numerous  garrilbn.  But  the  firft  and  principal  point  of 
the  Spaniih  general  was  to  get  Meffina  into  his  hands,  as  the 
fafeftport  for  their  fleet,  and  the  moft  proper  place  .to  facili- 
tate and  fecure  theconqueft  of  the  reft  of  the  ifland,  and 
from  whence  they  defigned  to  tranfport  their  numerous  horfc, 
and  the  ^reateft  part  of  their  foot,  over  to  Calabria,  and  to 
have  earned  the  war  into  the  kingdom  of  Naples.  The  ci- 
tadel of  Meffina  was  defended  by  a  Piedmontefe  garrifon, 
commanded  by  the  marquis  d'Andorno ;  but  the  duke  of 
Savoy,  being  unable  to  fupport  the  fiege,  had  follicited  the 
emperor  for  his  affiftance,  and  a  convention  was  made  be- 
tween the  viceroy  of  Naples  and  the  count  de  Bourge,  refi- 
dcnt  of  Savoy,  whereby  the  viceroy  was  to  fend  a  detach- 
ment of  German  troops,  to  be  admitted  into  the  citade)- 
on  joint  and  equal  terms  of  command ;  for  which  fervice  ba- 
ron Wetzel  was  difpatched  away  with  two  thoufand  foot, 
as  had  been  before  related.  But  the  fuccefs  of  the  Endifh 
fleet  had  raifed  fuch  a  confidence  in  the  garrifon,  of  their  (e- 
curity  againft  any  attempts  from  the  Spaniards,  that  the  re- 
fident  endeavoured  to  elude  an  agreement,  the  neceffity  of 
which  he  thought  no  longer  fubfifted,  pretending  want  o£ 
power  to  make  luch  a  concd&on  without  an  equivadent,  but 
that  he  would  write  to  his  court  for  further  orders.  Thia: 
coming  to  admiral  Byng's  knowledge,  he  reprefented  in 
firong  terms  to  count  Mam!ei,  <  the  unfairnefs  of  fuch  a  pro- 
ceeding, and  how  contrary  ft  was  to  what  he  himfelf  had 
agreed  to,  in  their  conference  together  the  day  before,  upon 
that  fubjed.  That  iuch  a  difagreement,  at^a  time  when  the' 
citadel  was  fo  vigorouHy  attacked  by  the  enemy,  might  be  a 
means  of  their  taking  it,  which  the  reputation  of  the  Englifli 
fleet  would  not  fuller  him  to  be  ad  idle  fpedlator  of;  and 
therefore,  if  he  was  refolved  to  ftay  till  he  had  inftru&ioii» 
from  the  court  of  Turin,  he  ihould  likewife  fend  to  his- 
court  for  farther  orders ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  would  re- 
tire from  the  tfland  to  fome  other  place,  to  refi'efli  his  men-, 

them  laden  with  military  fiorts  fired  to  go ;  bat  fome  chofe  to 

.  and  provifions  ;  and»  their  ma-  flay,  and  enter  into  the  empe- 

iters  applving  to  the  admiral,  Tor's  fervice »    tt>  tranibort  his 

be  granted  them  a  convoy  to  the  troops  from  Geaoa  and  Naples 

ports  in  luly,  where  they  de«  to  Siciiy« 

and 


>. 
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aiidTdSt  his  ibipey  till  he  (hoiild  receive  new  direfiioiis  fiom*  Geo.  h 
England.*    This  had  Aich  an  tSe&  upon  the  viceroy^  that*   1.718.. 
he  gave  immediate  orders  for  putting  the  agreement  into  exe-  ■    ■    ■■ 
€uuoD»  and  for  admitting  the  German  troops  into  the  citadd; 
This  point  being  adiumd»  the  admiral  (having  lent  away, 
vice-admiral  Cornwall,  with  fuch  of  his  Oiips  as  wanted  re- 
fitting, and  all  the  prizes,  to  Port-Mahon^^  with  ordera  not. 
to  fuSer  the  leaft  embesBzlement  to  be^made,  but  to  preferve. 
every  thing  entire,  till  the  king's  pleafure  fhould  be  known) 
lailed  himfelf,  on  die  23d  of  Auguft,  N.  S.  from  Syracufe». 
and  arrived,  the  26th,  at  Reggio,   where  general  WetzeL 
informing  him,  that  he  hourly  expcSed  a  reinforcement  of 
four  thoufand  men  from  Naples,  which,  with  thoie  he  had 
with  him,  and  the  garrifon  in  the  citadel,  would  make  about 
nine  thoufand  men,  and,  upon  their  arrival,  he  ihould  form 
a  projed  for  raifing  the  fiege  of  the  citadel,  if  the  admiral 
would  fiay  to  countenance  and  protect  him  with  his  £eet : 
he  readily  confented,  knowing,  the  extreme  importance  of 
not  lettii^  Mei&na  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  be« 
ing  dired^  by  freOi  orders  from  England  to  do  all  he  could' 
to  prevent  it.    But,  thofe  forces  proving  infufiScient  for  the 
execution  of  the  intended  proied,  the  general  contented 
himfelf  with  fupplying  the  citadel  from  time  to  time  with' 
£rdh  troops  from  Regjgio ;  notwithftanding  which  the  Spa« 
niards  pumed  on  theuege  with  ib  much  vigour  and  fuccefii, 
that  the  governor  furrendered  the  city  by  capitulation,  on 
the  29th  of  September,  N.  S»  to  the  ^reat  furprife  and  dif- 
latisfadlion  of  the  Germaiis»    The  Piedmoatefe  part  of  the 
garriibn  was  trantported  by  fea  to  Syracuf^  and  the  Gennans 
toReg^io.  , 

Admiral  Byng  received  advice,  that  rear-admiral  Cam« 
mock  with  three  Spanifh  men  of  war,  and  as  many  fri^tes^ 
which  had  efcaped  from  the  battle,  was  at  Malta,  and  that  a 
rich  Engliih  merchant-ihip,  homeward  bound  from  Turkey, 
was  detained  in  the  port,^  and  in  fome  danger ;  as  likewife 
five  Sicilian  gallics,  which  had  taken  refuge  there  ever  fince 
the  arrival  of  the  Spaniih  fleet  in  Sicily  ;  he  ikxxl  over  to 
that  ifland,  wh^re  he  learnt,  that  rear-admiral  Cammock  had 
iailed  from  thence  five  days  before  with  four  fhips,  which  he 
had  cleaned  there.  The  marquis  de  Rivaroles,  general  of 
the  Sicilian  rallies,  coming  off  to  the  admiral,  made  great 
cxmiplaints  of  the  partiality  and  ill  ufage  of  that  government, 
in  fuffering  him  to  be  expofed  to  daily  affironts  from  die  Spa-« 
niards,  and  prayed  his  proteSion  and  affiflance  to  get  away 
from  thence  i  upon  which  the  admiral  feat  .bis  ficft  captain 

with 
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GM.iL  wiA  looDOiflifMatttotheigimdiiiaibr)  ood d«(ired,  that 
lyiS.    iMfe  .giliiosiiikht  liiiire  ^m  libeity  to  come  out  to  him« 

■III  ■  Tbe  fl^A outer ientcff^tllKQ grettcnAe  ^ the'orrferl» 
d»  AUMoi,  md,  m^Mb  tnurii  p«toni6la,  gtve  him  aH  dicf 
afii«HKn{«Mleoffn»famifertbegftltiesto  do  whatHH^ 
plnlbd^  upon  wfaidk  die  adniml  -fait  urofd  te  die  inan)«ii9 
t»xkMDemt.  Sui  lie  fctumng  an  atiftrer,  Hbat  Ae  Spwft 
flupallnri  Jaid  AicmMreain  tbe^vtij  4d ftop  bis  paflage,  airf 
thMatenedip  Mc  ttmlif  %&  offered  <to  Air,  die  adbniral  fent 
to  the^gt&od  «iafter  a  fasatid  meCigey  diat  if  he  fiifiefed 
the  wntsaXtaf  jof  A^  ports  to  %e  violated,  or 'any  ill  treats 
n»ntt»  he  ^mm  sto  ^tic  <^Uie9,  lie  ixHtld  take  die  mee- 
fhaeSy  dhaa  mcM  lie  nomDay  .on  d»at  occfl£on^  but  die 
gpai  nafcr  proieftiiig  diat  no  vicdtftice  (hoidd  be  uied, 
and  tbat  jhe  ^oiAd  he  vitfwerable  cfor  it,  die  admirstl  fent 
:^ain'ttt  die  nmrqm  ao  come  out,  afluringbim,  thsit,  if  die 
%ttiiardiiofisrod  the  ksaft  dbflmtSlkm,  he  would^i&ft  bimto 
deftniy  dnon  vn  die^ery  pmit*  But,  die  marquis  contimiih!^ 
uada  .great  iimpleiiky  and  tenor,  die  admiral,  tirMl  with  hia 
ddbp:,  "ientdiifli  woid,  abat  he  was  ^vrell  fiidsfied  of  the  ho* 
aanriaf  dvigiand  msfter  hi  fvc^erving  the  privilege  of  the 
pact?  :mid  duRffinr,  if  he  ^mould  4iot  make  ufe  of  the  prdetit 
opportooity,  iie  fltDuU^ftffpeft,  that  hia  *fear8  were  affefted, 
and  tufoi  jotiy  an  on  artifoe  to  ^y  there;,  and  would  .give  hinv 
i^jODifanfaertroid^te  about  Vihn;  and'aecofdii^ly  weighed^ 
iDosderstojlspartti  but  this  mdOigevRDUght  ib  much  upon 
theimoiquiB,  tbat  he  immediAely  haftaned  *out  with  hisgd* 
KcB,  without  any 'Ohftrudion  from 'the  Spaniards  $  but  wy 
weniinJomamiblea^eondition,  tbat^die^diiiivaliK^asfereed 
to  lend  them  feamen  and  pilots  to  navigate  them,  -and  catd-« 
ken  JD  Bop  iUkit  >kadES.  The  Tiidtey  4tiip  come  out  like- 
wife,  and  ^med  the  admiral,  ^Who  iiettttthegallies'imder  d 
convey. to. iMnraLcu&.$  and,  having -feen the  tTurkey  mercSiant- 
fliip^clear  aiftdanger,  he  arrived  the  id^ef  Novemb^,  N.  S. 
in  dielbay  ofiNspIes,  from  whence  he  Tent  rear-admiral  De^ 
loval,  'With  two  eighty-^gun^ips  and  a  tiire-fliip,  home  to 
England.  Here*  the  oount<  de  Luzan,  fen- in-law  to  the  mar* 
qhis  de  Riolp,  fecrstary  of  Aate  at  Vienm,  brought  the  ad« 
mind  a  ^sacious  letter  from  the- emperor,  written  with  hta 
dwn  ihand,  and  his  pidttre  fet  round  with -large  brilliant  dia<^ 
monds* 

The  taking  of  Meffina  was  a  point  of  great  confequence; 
as  it  made  tte  Spaniards  matters  of  all  Sicily,  except  Syra«^ 
cu(a,  Trapani,  and  Melazzo  (where  the  duke  of  Savoy  had 
ftill  garri&ias)  and  as  it  deprived  the  Englilh  fleet  of  a  port 

t<» 
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j(^  wtattr  ip>  tfaere  being  no  other  good  harhour  m  ^ofe 
jiaitSt  The  etnperor  £iw  before  htm  a  difficult  tafk,  to  get 
M^effion  of  an  iflaiM!,  which  the  quadruple  alliance  had  de- 
igned for  him.  The  didce  of  Savoy  had  only  the  three 
aforeoieimoned  towns  to  deliver  upy  which  he  fcrupled  doin^ 
'  Without  the  prooiifed  equivalent ;  and  the  emperor  had  it  not 
t^give  him:  But,  though  the  enapeKir  had  gotten  thefe 
places,  the  recovery  of  the  reft  of  the  iiland  wa$  to  be  4 
work  of  conquefttf  The  Spaniards  had  an  army  well  ap-» 
pointed^  well  paid«  and  the  aiFe^ons  of  the  people  on  thdt 
lide«  They  would  have  little  &ared  the  enterprifes  of  Atf 
Germans,  jif  the  fea  had  been  neutral  between  them^ 

The  duke  of  Savoy  finding  himfdf  under  circuoiftaiac^s  o^ 

dificuky,  the  SpaoisLrds,  on  the  one  hand^  taking  moft  ot 

jbis  towns  in  Sicfly  from  him»  and  the  emperor,  on  the  other^ 

by  virtue  of  the  quadn^e  alliance,  demanding  his  evacuatioil 

of  the  refl^  whjlft  the  iiland  of  Sardinia,  allotted  to  him  by 

the  iane  treaty,  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  ^   and 

having  a  jeaIou^«  that^  when  the  ioiperialifts  had  obtained 

their  iuandf  he  fhould  be  left  to  get  the  other  as  he  could^ 

and  defiring  to  have  fi>me  reafbnable  fecurity  for  the  one^  be-* 

/orebeparm  with  his  intereftin  the  other  >  a  convention 

was  made  between  thoie  princes  at  Vienna  (monileur  de  St* 

Sapbortni  the  king's  minifter  affifting)  dated  the  29th  o( 

Decembers  17x8,  wherebv  it  was  agreed  to  form  an  army 

'for  an  expedition  to  Sardinia  as  foon  as  poiSble^  towards 

.which  Ae  emperor  was  to  furnifh  Bx  thou&nd  five  hundred 

.foot,  and  fix  hundred  horfef  at  his  own  expence^  and  thd 

duke  of  Savoy  was  intirely  to  evacuate  Sicily,  and  join  five? 

tbouiand  men  of  his  troops  from  that  ifland  to  a&  with  thef 

,imperialifls  on  that  fervice ;  and  in  the  mean  time,  till  they 

.could  be  traafported  from  Sicily ^  they  were  to  co-operatd 

with  the  Germans  agatnft  the  common  enemy:   This  treaty 

of  convention  was  fent  to  Naples  for  tlie  viceroy,-  the  duke  0/ 

Savoy's  minifter^  and  admiral  Byng,  to  confak  together  of 

the  beft  means  to  put  it  in  execution  /    The  bufmefs  bung 

long  perplexed  with  dtfEcultiet  on  the  part  of  the  minifter  p( 

,SAvoy^  from  a  jealoufy  and  diftroft  of  the  Germans >  but  thd 

admiral  interpohng,  and  removing  by  degrees  all  fcruples^  an 

agreement  was  atlaft  concluded  and  figned  between  them# 

vpoa  which  the  minifter  of  Savoy  delivered  to  the  viceroy  hk 

^mafter^s  orders  to  count  MafFci  to  evacuate  the  towns  in  hit 

poileffioB  to  the  imperialifts.     Bat  the  expedition  againft  Sar^* 

dinia  did  not  go  on,  as  will  be  Ihewn  herjsafter. 
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Geo.  I.  The  winter  being  now  fet  in»  the  viceroy  and  admShkl 
1718.  Byng  held  frequent  confultations  together,  about  the  iarthir 
operations  againft  the  enemy.  It  was  judged  abfolutely  ne- 
ceilary  to  maintain  the  poft  of  Melazzo,  which  had  been 
long  olockaded,  and  was  now  befieged  by  the  Spaniih  army, 
both  fides  making  this  their  principal  point  during  the  winter> 
the  one  holding  their  footing  in  the  iiland  by  means  of  this 
place ;  the  other,  by  taking  it,  to  .(hut  them  out.  All  the 
troops  from  Reggio,  and  fome  horfe  from  Naples,  being  got 
into  the  town,  under  the  command  of  the  generak  C»rSa 
and  Veteran!,  it  was  reiblved,  in  a  council  of  war  held  the 
14th  of  OAober,  to  iaily  out  upon  the  enemy.  Accordingly, 
the  next  mornin|;  by  break  of  day,  they  marched  out  in  two 
columns,  the  fim  confifting  of  fix,  and  the  other  of  five  bat* 
talions,  and  attacked  the  Spanifli  intrenchments,  whidi  they 
carried,  after  an  engagement  of  four  hours,  and  got  pofleffioo 
of  their  camp  in  the  center  and  on  the  left,  with  three  pieces 
of  cannon.  But,  the  ibldiers  falling  to  plunder,  the  Spa- 
niards rallied  on  their  right;  and  the  marquis  de  Ledecom- 
ing  up  at  the  fame  time  widi  frefh  troops  firom  Meffina,  who  * 
had  lain  fhort  the  night  before,  they  attacked  the  Germans 
in  their  turns,  and  drove  them  back  into  their  camp,  under 
the  walls  of  the  town,  whofe  artillery  protected  their  retreat, 
and  prevented  a  greater  flaughter.  In  the  aSion,  aboilt 
twelve  hundred  men  were  killed  and  wounded  on  each  fide, 
and  general  Veterani  was  taken. 

Melazzo  is  an  ill  fortified  town,  on  the  north  fide  of  the 
tfland  of  Sicily,  not  far  diftant  from  the  Faro,  ftandiog  on  a 
neck  of  land,  which  runs  out  into  the  fea  like  an  ifthmus. 
CarafFa  being  recalled  to  Naples,  baron  Zumjungen  arrived 
at  Melazzo  the  27th  of  November,  N.  S.  to  command  the 
forces ;  and  being  followed  by  the  generals  Wachtendondc 
and  Seckendorf,  with  large  fupplies  of  troops  fi-om  Italy,  and 
the  place  being  too  firait  to  contain  them,  they  carried  their 
intrenchments  out  of  the  town,  within  lefs  than  piftol-ihot  of 
thofe  of  the  Spaniards ;  fo  that,  neither  fide  being  able  to  ad- 
vance farther,  both  lay  all  the  winter  in  an  unwholefome 
fituatlon,  it  being  low  bad  ground,  and  the  trenches  filled  with 
'  water  in  rainy,  and  by  the  fea  in  blowing  weather ;  fo  that  great 
numbers  of  men  periflied  on  both  fides.  The  Germans  had 
no  provifions  but  what  came  from  time  to  time  in  fmall  im- 
barkations  from  Calabria,  and  other  ports  of  Naples.  Rear« 
'  admiral  Cammock,  who  was  got  with  his  fquadron  into  Mci^ 
iina,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  of  Lipari,  who  are 
—  ■  eftcemcd 
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ffieone J  bold  mariners,  and  have  many  armed  veflels  lay  !n  Geo.  I. 
die  way  of  intercepting  thofe  fupplies;  and  the  leaft  difap-     1718. 
pointment  muft  have  ftarved  the  garriion,  for  their  confump*  ■■ 

tion  was  verv  great,  and  they  had  no  magazines.  It  was 
very  hard  fervice,  unknown  and  aftonifliing  to  the  pilots  of 
that  country,  to  employ  fliips  cruizing  in  thofe  dangerous 
ffeas,  during  the  rigour  of  the  winter.  For,  when  the 
wefterly  or  northeriy  winds  blow,  there  is  fo  little  fea^room 
in  that  narrow  ftation,  and  the  currents  fet  in  (b  ftrong  upon 
theCalabrian  Ihore,  accompanied  with  a  vaft  rolling  fea^ 
that  it  is  extremely  difficult  for  (hips  to  work  to  windward, 
or  indeed  to  hold  their  own,  and  avoid  {landing  on  a  lee- 
ftore.  The  admiral  had  appointed  a  fquadron,  under  the 
Commahd  of  captain  Walton,  to  cruize  upon  this  ftation,  to 
hinder  rear-admiral  Cammock  from  coming  out  of  the  Faro, 
and  to  fecure  the  paflage  of  the  veilels  with  proviiions  for  the 
German  camp.  It  chanced  to  prove  fuch  tempefluous  wea^- 
Aer,  that  no  provifions  had  arrived  in  a  month  at  Melazzo, 
and  captain  Walton  was  blown  o(F  from  his  ftation,  and  had 
not  been  ieen  or  heard  of  in  fix  and  twenty  days.  Rear* 
admiral  Cammock  took  hold  of  this  opportunity  to  get  out  of 
Meffina,  the  moment  the  weather  abated,  and,  appearing 
before  Tropea  with  Englifli  colours,  fent  a  letter  a*lbore  to 
die  governor,  under  a  nditious  name  of  one  of  the  Englifh 
captains,  acquainting  him,  that  he  was  come  thither  by  ad* 
iniral  Byng's  orders,  to  convoy  the  imbarkations  with  provi- 
fions to  Melazzo,  and  prelTea  him  to  difpatch  them  away> 
the  place  being  in  the  utmoft  diftrefs.  Had  this  ftratagem 
fiicceeded,  it  would  have  intirely  ruined  the  emperor's  amirs 
in  Sidiy  ;  but  the  governor,  happening  to  be  a  wary  man, 
and  obfervinr  the  letter  to  be  written  on  Genoa  paper,  from 
that  fingle  circumftance  conceived  a  fufpicion,  which  made 
him  refu(e  to  fend  the  imbarkations  out  to  him.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  admiral,  being  made  fenfible  of  the  extremities  the 
Germans  wdre  reduced  to,  had  no  other  way  left,  than  to  fill 
four  men  of  war  ( juft  arrived  at  Naples  from  Port-Mahon) 
with  provifions,  direfting  the  captains  to  attempt,  at  all  ha- 
^rds,  to  get  to  MclaZzo,  which  three  of  them  did  with 
much  difficulty  and  danger  (the  fourth  being  difabled  by  bad 
leather)  and  came  providentially  to  the  relief  of  the  garrifon, 
at  atime  they  muft  otherwife  have  furrendcred  tp  the  enemy, 
or  penflied  by  famine.  A  few  days  after,  captain  Walton 
recovered  bis  ftation,  upon  the  fight  of  whorn,  rear- admiral 
Cammock  retired  into  Meffina. 

Pa  Me- 
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Geo.  1.      Mdzzvo  being  xefcued  from  daq^c^  and  xfiiotofOfd^dtS^ 

'1718.    v^ith:frc(h  fuppUesof  ixien-and^rovi&ns,  the  Spaniards^  ds« 

,.  fp^ixing  to  t^ke  the  place,  turned  :the  iiege  into  a  blodcadcv 

and  worked  hard  in  fortifying  their  ownintrenchtnents,  ia 

^rder  tojceep  the  Germanspent  up  in  the  town,  and  obftruft 

the  dcfcent  of  the  army  expected  in  the  i^ring. 

The  adoiiraly.  having  made  :a  proper  diijp^Stion  of  fiups  ia 
diiFerent  ftations  -round  th&iflan«l»  to  keep  the  fea  open  Co  tb& 
Oermans,  and  (hut  to  the  Spaniards,  was  preparii\g  to  •de- 
p^t  with  the  K&j  that  had  fufFered  by  bad  weather,  to  refit 
at  Port-Mahon,  when  the  viceroy  intreated  him  to  affift  at  a 
conference  to  be  held  gt  the  palace^  where  he  met  the  g^eral 
CacafTa^  Wetzel,  .and  the  marquis  de  Puencalada,  geaeial 
9f  the  N^polican  jgallies*  The  viceroy  opened  it  by  ac« 
quainting.tbem,  ^  That;,  a  truce  with  the  Turks  being  ooa« 
duded,  4)rince  Eugene  was  fending  from  Hungary  a  body  of 
about  ilx  thouland  faor(e,  and  ten  dumiand  foot,  which^ 
added  tto  the  troops  in  iMelazzo^  was  thought  a  fufficien^ 
number  for  the  conqueft  of  the  ifland.  That  they  would 
probably  arrive  at  Naples  in  the  beginning  of  March,  and  he 
fliould  begladtoJcnow  their  fentiments  of  the  propereft  place 
ipr  their  landing  in  Sicily,  and  touched  on  ieveral  propofi* 
tions  about  it»  as  at  Syracufa-or  Taormina,  on  the  <aftriide 
qf  the  ifland,  oratPatti  on  the  north-fide,  not  £ar  weftward 
i^om  Melazsu)/  General  CaraiFa  obje£led  to  the  landing  at 
Syracufa,  ^.asit  would  bearoieans  of  prolonging  the  war* 
That  the  place  was  too  diilant  from  Mebu&zo ,  and,  Augufla 
and  Catania  lying  in  the  wav,  the  JSeee  of  thofe  places  wouU 
coft  more  time  and  men,  tnan  could  be  fpared,  beiides  the 
garrifoning  them  afterwards.  That  their  march  from  thence 
lay  for  the  moft  part  over  barren  mountains,  aoptongft  a  di£* 
aSeded  people,. where  they  Ihould  find  no  fubiiftence  but 
what  they  carried  with  them ;  and  that  paffing  afterward» 
through  narrow  defiles  into  the  plain  of  Melazzo,  where  the 
enemy  lay,  was  to  attack  them  at  too  great  a  ctfadvantage: 
And  therefore  he  concluded  for  feeking  the  enemy  as  /bon  as 
po^bie,  and  for  tliat  end  to  land  as  near  to  them  as  might 
be/  General  Wetzel,  being  next  to  (peak,  preferi?ed  the 
ianding  at  Syracufa,  ^  as  it  would  be  a  work  of  eafe  and 
iafcty,  and  done  without  interruption:  That  it  would  proba«» 
bly  draw  fome  of  the  enemy's  force  that  way,  and  fo  relieve 
the  troops  in  Melazzo :  I'hat  it  would  expofe  the  anny  too 
much  to  land  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  enemy,  ubo,  fee* 
|;jg  them  approach  from  the  fea^  would  eafily  guefs  at  the 
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Shce  tbey  defigned  to  land^  and,  leaving  a  guard  in  tbeic  Geo.  I. 
ctakpj  march  a  (ufficient  body  of  troops  to  oppofe  the  de-    T718. 
icent)  which  was  a  difficult  and  tedious  work  in  itfelf,  efjjc*         '  ■  "^ 
dally  widi  regard  to  the  debarking  the  horfe.'    Carafla  a(k- 
ing  nim,  how  long  he  thought  the  enemy  might  be  marching 
tb  the  landing-place,  after  they  knew  where  it  would  b^ 
;ind  Wetzel  allowing  eight  hours,  Carafia  replied,   the  foot 
could  be  all  landed  in  that  time,  and  formed  into  proper  or- 
der to.  receive  the  enemy,  and  the  landing  the  horfe  might 
be  afterwards  a  work  of  leifure.     But  Wetzel  adhered  to  hitf 
Opinion.    The  general  of  the  gallies  next,  in  a  very,  lon^ 
iii(courie,  ^  excufedhimfelf  from  giving  any  opinion  upon  st 
MneSt,  that  related  to  the  land-fervice,  and,  referring  himr 
felf  to  what  the  two  generals  had  faid  before  him,  concluded^ 
that  great  caution  ought  to  be  taken,  which  ever  opinioil 
iDiouId  be  followed.'    The  admiral,  gathering  from  their  dU^ 
courft^  that  part  of  tlieexpe(£bd  troops  were  to  imbark  at 
Fiume  and  Triefte,  and  to  come  round'by  fta  to  Rreg^ib, 
and  probably  pafs  en  througlv  the  Faro,  to  Naples,  tola  .  -, 

them,  <  That  land-forces  fbould  be  trufled  to  the  fea  a&  lit-^  ^.  j 

He  as  poffible,  eipecially  in  the  early  and  uncertain. feafbn  : 
That,  if  they  landed'  at  Manffedonia  on  the  Atlantic  fidei 
die  tsajedl  would  beflioct,^  and  their,  march  more  certain  to 
their  rendezvous  at  Naples^'  He  then  went  on  to  deliver  his 
opinion,.  *  That  the  troops  they  expafted  were  not  fufficient 
to  recover  the  ifland  from  the  enemy.  That  it  was  a  great 
error  to  hold  the  Spaniards  in  contempt,  whofe  bebaviourhi-^ 
tBerto  in  iKcily  had  given  no  reafon  for  it.  That  they  were 
become  ufed  to  arms  and  hardfhips,  and  the  Germans  would 
Sad  tfactti  like  ether  mctt.  That;  according  to  a  calculation 
1»  bad  made^  when  thofe.  troops  ifaodd  be  joined  totht^ 
Ibices  ill  Mcknseo,  they  would  net  be  able,  after  leaving  the 
liecefiry  gairifens  in  the  towns,  which  the  duke  of  SavojF 
%ras  to  deliver  up,  to  bring- into  the  field  a  greater  number 
than  what  the  Spanifli  army  wai!i  reported  to  be  ;  and  that.* 
without  a  oonfiderable  fuperiority,  little  fuccefs  was  to  be 
icxpeded  in  a  country,  where  the  illr-willof  the  people  towards 
ifaem,  and  their  Inclination  to  the  Spaniards,  were  fo  very 
evident,  that  they  were  to  hope  for  no  aillflance,  but  expeft 
cverfdiftrefs  from  them.'  He  added,  <  That  they  were  not 
to  look  upon  the  enemy  a»  a  mouldering  array,  for,  notwith* 
lbnd(ngthecareof  hi»cruifers,  tiiey  received  frequent  re<* 
cn!tt9  fix>m  Spain  and^  Sardinia,  and  even  from  Italy,  in  open 
yeSkh  and  boats,  which  was  not  alirays  in  his  power  to  pre- 
vent. And  be&des,  the  m^trquis  de  Lede  had  lately  raifed 
•      *  P  3  four 
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Geo.  L  four  regiments  of  foot,  and  one  of  horie,  in  the  ifland  itfclf,* 
.J7  j8»     The  viceroy  acknowledged  the  force  of  the  admiraPs  reafbn- 

■ ■  ing,  but  lamented  the  diftance  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  which 

hindered  them  from  feeing  into,  and  confidering  enough  tbefe 
difficulties,  and  who  purfued  only  one  maxim,  that,  if  they 
fentmen,  they  ought  to  conquer.  The  admiral  propofet^ 
that  an  officer  fhould  be  fent  to  Vienna,  to  reprefent  the  po- 
ilure  of  afFairs  to  that  court  in  a  better  light  than  they  feemed 
to  view  them  in,  and  to  bring  back  their  final  refoluttons 
concerning  the  operations  of  the  war  ;  and  count  Hamilton 
^as  pitched  upon  for  that  purpofe. 

The  conference  being  ended,  the  admiral  took  his  leave  of 
the  viceroy,  and  fet  fail  the  3d  of  February  for  Port-Mahon. 
to  refit  his  fliips,  and  put  them  in  a  condition  to  go  on  early 
with  the  operations  of  the  campaign,  leaving  his  eldcft  fon  at 
Naples  to  manage  his  correfpondence  with  the  viceroy,  and 
to  inform  the  court  of  England  of  all  occurrences  in  thoft 
parts. 
Complaints       'pjj^  jgfg^^  ^f  ^^  SpaniOi  fleet  made  a  great  noifc,  and 

P«*"*  England  was  upbraided  with  it  as  inconfiftent  with  the  rules 
of  eood  faith,  for  the  obfervance  of  which  ihe  had  always 
)>eeh  {6  famous* 

Cardinal  Alberoni,'  in  his  letter  to  the  marquis  dc  Monte- 
leone  at  London,  called  it  an  Unworthy  AAion.  •  His  ma- 
jefty  (fays  the  cardinal)  approves  of  the  juftnefsof  your  cx- 
preilipns  (a)»  to  expofe  the  breach  of  faith  of  that  miniAry, 

in 

« 

(a)  Soon  after'the  news  of  the  furprifingand  onexpe^ed,  and 

aftion   in  the    Mediterraneaiiy  that  even  feems  to  agree  but 

the  marquisdeMoateleone  wrote  very  little  with  the  dedaratieiis 

alettcrtoMr.  fecretary  CraggSf  made  to  the  court  of  Madrid 

to  which  the  cardinal  here  re-  by  the  faid  admiral ;  iince  thejr 

{cr&.    The  letter  begins  thus ;  gave  to  underftai\d,    that    tl^ 

Englifh  fleet  would  proceed  no 

S  I  Ri  farther  than  as  a  guarantee  to 

*  The  news  that  is  fpread  in  defend  the   donftinions  of  the 

the  world  of  admiral   Byng^s  archduke,  in  cafe  they  were  io- 

having    attacked   the    Spanifh  vaded. 

fleet,  and  obtained  confiderable  Nevcrthelefs,   as    I    cjumot 

advantages  over  them,  obliges  doubt  in  the  leaft  bat  that  yovr 

mt  naturallv  not  to  ad  in  any  excellency  makes  ferioug  reflec* 

mi&ir,  tilll  receive  orders  and  dons  on  the  juft  refentments 

inilrudtions  from  the  king  mv  which  the  king,   my   xnaftcr^ 

mailer,  concerning  an  a£tion  lo  and  all  the   Spaniaidsj   miift 

lieed^ 
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nidadon  taike  over-hafty  proceedings  of,  admiral  Byng,  Geo.  L 
when  nodting  was  pretended  to  but  a  mediation,  to  facilitate    1718.. 

the 


needs  havet  to  iee  diemfelves  advantages  and  grants  that  were 
dws  a£iiln»d  and  abufed,  with  given  them  heretofore. 
fo  much  amimoiity)  fay  a  nadon  This  lail  and  fo  fingnlar  in- 
to whom  they  Imve  mewn  the  ftanceof  hismajefty'sjufticeand 
moft  favoqTf  and  fcc  them  ad  moderati<m  ought  not  certainly 
contrary  to  reafon,  politics*  and  to  have  been  prevented  by  the 
€¥cn  againft  their  own  intereft*  iaid  even^  of  which  he  moft 
to  increafe  the  exorbitant  power  have  received  the  news  a  few 
of  the  Germans  in  Italy.  I  days  after  he  had  ^iven  (b  evi* 
cannot  difpenfe  vnxh  my  not  ac-  dent  a  mark  of  his  favourable 

3wiintin«'  yoar  excellency  with  difpofitions  towards  the  Englifh 

le  good  and  geheroos  inten*  nation. 

tions  of  the  idnjg  my  mafter,  that  The  articles  mentioned  in  this 

were  commumcatsd  to  me  by  letter  were  delivered    by  earl 

his  letters  of  the  20th  of  Aogofi^  Stanhope  to  the  court  of  Madrid, 

N.  S.  as  alio  the  orders  he  gave  a  day  or  two  after  the  adion  of 

concerning  the  arrival  of  the  Syracuia,.and  were  as  follow: 
fleet  of  Mexico  at  Cadizt  which 

an'filver  and  odier  efieds  is  va«  I.  That  the  Catholic  king 

lued  at  nine  millions  of  crowns,  fliall  have  three  months  to  ac^ 

His  majeft^  informs  me,  that  cept  of  the  treaty,   reckoning 

siotwithftanding  admiral  Byn|^s  from  the  day  it  was  (igned. 

jf__f       .       ^j  ^^  intimation  II.  That,  if  his  Catholic  ma- 


thtt  has  b^n  |iveo  him  of  the  jelly  does    not  accept  of  the 

articles  lately  figned,  whereof  I  .£une  within  the  faid   term  of 

fend  a  copy  to  your  excellency,  three  months,  then  die  conf^ 

and  that  althongh  the  iaid  de*  derates  ihall  fupply  the  emperor 

claration  and  articles  rather  de*  with  fuch  forces  as  are  itipulated 

note  an  obvious  deiign  of  ma-  in  the  treaty  of  alliance. 

fong  war,  than  that  of  main-  III.  That  if,  in  confequence 

taisung  a  perfect  underibnding  to  the  ailiflance  given  to  the  em- 

between  tkc  two  nations,   and  percr,  the  king  of  Spain  fhould 

undertaking  an  impartial  media-  declare  or  make  war  with  any 

tien ;  yet  it  is  refolved  not  to  one  of  the  confederates,  either 

make  the  leaft  change  in  any  b^  invading  his  dominions,  or 

thing  that  relates  to  trade ;  that  feizing  his  fubje£b,  ihips,   or 

the  elieds  arrived  in  the  faid  eflefits,  then  the  other  confcde- 

flota  ftall  be  delivered  as  before  rates  ihall  immediately  declare 

to  thoie  to  whom  they  belong ;  and  make  war  againfl  his  Ca- 

and,  in  a  word,  that  it  is  his  tholic  majeily,  and  ihall  carry 

snayeily's  will  and  intention  that  on  the  fame  till  fuch  time  as  fa- 

tfae  treaty  of  peace  and  com-  tisfaftion  ihall  be  given  to  their 

meicc  ihoold  be  religioufly  ob-  wronged  ally. 

ferved«    and  that   t&Engliib  ^  IV.  That,  in  cafe  his  Catho* 

lipoid  cond&of  to  enjoy  all  the  lie  majeily  ihould  refufe  to  ac- 

P  4  cepe 
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Ceo.  L  theprcjedof  feaqet  or,  at  iiM)ft9  09  defend  f|lie  tcndote 
1718.  adually  in  the  poflf^on  of  the  archduke  in  Ittly^  ifrhen  nqr 
.lord  Stanhope  was  in  Spain,  -at  a  finall  diftance  from  the 
court,  to  propofe  proje£b  of  peace  and  a  fufpenfion  of  arms* 
la  truth  ('added  be)  no  impartial  perfoa  can  hear,  wichoiit 
furprife,  thajt  the  fleet  of  his  Britannic  majefty  did>  without 
^nv  proi^ocation,  neceffity,  or  pretence,  aitd  fi^rgetting  the 
(iue  of  peaceful  mediator,  which  his  mafter  affiimea,  iittacfc 
the  fleet  of  Spain,  only  to  fru^rafie  the  expedition  againft  Si* 
ciiy,  after  having  been  at  Naplics  to  concert  with  count  Dann 
fo  bafc  an  aftion ;  received  great  fums  of  money,  by  wa^  of 
fuppofed  arrears ;  and  finally,  after'  having  come  near  to> 
M^flinai  and  fent  tiufiy  cheers  to  confer  with  the  com* 
pianderfi  of  the  king's  army,  and  to  afilire  thi^oii  tbait  h^ 
would  commit  no  ^St  of  hoitility/ 

.  The  be^  part  of  JEitrope  (contjaued  the  cardinal)  is  io^ 
psitient  to  hear  how  the  Srkifb  mmiflry  can  juftify  fe  rafii  % 
violence,  de  iaid,  the  pitferving  the  neutrality  of  If^y  wa» 
^  weak  i^gument,  fince  every  one  knew,  that  neutn^ty  had 
*}ong  been  at  an  aid,  and  that  the  princes,  guarantees  of  tfa<» 
treaty  of  Ujtrecht,.  were  i;itirely  fh?c,  not  only  by  the  fcanda- 
lous  breaches  of  the  Auftrians^  in  the  evacuation  of  Gatalo* 
riia  and  Majorca*  but  alio  becaufe-tbe  guaranty  wasno  longmr 
binding,  than  till  a  peace  was  made  with  France,  He  re* 
proached  the  Britifh  mioiftry  for  reviving  and  foppoiiting  dia 
neutrality,  not  by  an  anncable' mediation,  but  by  oped  fanrey 
gnd  by  artfully  abufing  the  coniideiice  and  fecurity  oiFthe  SpSL^ 
niardt*  la  proof  of  what  he  advanced,  he  obferved,  that 
admiral  Byng,  ilruck  with  remorfe  of  his  unjuft  condud,  al- 
ledgedy  in  his  account  of  the  engagement,  contrary  to  the 
truth,  that  the  Spanifli  fiiips  drew  up  firft,  in  a  line  of  battle, 
pnd  fired  upon  the  Englifh,  If  he  had  no  defign  to  attack 
(hem,  AVhy  did  be  purfue  them  from  the  Faro.to  Syracuia  i 

pf;pt  of  the  iaid  treaty,  the  con*  Catholic  msjefiy^  inftead  of  ac# 

federates  fli^ll  unanimouily  dif*  ceptxng  the  faid  treaty^  fiiould 

pofe  of  his  expe^atioRs  on  the  within  the   faid  term  9&  asy 

dominions  of  Tufcany  and  Par>  ho(lilitieS|  which  might  ereyent 

ini|,  in  favour  of  iome  oth^r  the  ex^ution  of  any  difpofition 

prince.  of  the  faid  treaty*  then  the  al- 

V.   That   the  empjsror  ihall  lies  ihallimmediatejy,  and  with* 

pot  9A  within  the  faid  term  of  oat  waiting  the  ejtpiratioQ  of  the 

(hree  iponths,   upon  conditioA  faid  Km,  fuf^ly  the  emperor 

|hat  tlie  king  of  Spain  does  no(  with  fuch  forces  afll  ^t  thescia 

^  ^  his  £^  f  b9£  that,  jf  his  itk>abted« 

yvhp 


% 

Whyraid  tarfad  fiw  of  dk  prinie  fiufentx^lKs  fldBTtecImB  <3(X).  Im  > 

Oh  th0  wowmnpff^  M^  ftcreiaiiy  Ctag^^  iir/Ur  anfwtto  to  • 
Ite  marquis  de  Monteleon^^ htttec  (teraarted^tbf byrtHoonidlr 
nal)  faid,  that  it  appeared,  by  the  admiral's  account  that  the 
Spuiiards  began  the  hoftilities  :  That  the  aftion  might  well 
be  iexpe^d"  Djr  fifs  CatBoITc  majeffy,  and"  therefore  ouglTf  tiCftr' 
to  have  furprifed  him,  fince  admiral  Byng,  by  his  letter  of 
the  20th  of  June,  O.  9^  plaiitly  infoimed'Eim  of  his  inftruc- 
fions,  to  which  a  haughty  anfwer  was  returned,  bidding  him 
follow. his  orders  fb).  

V&liether  hoffSfidcr  were  Itgmt  bytSe*  FngfiA  m^lijr  tto  ^ 
Spaimrds,  or  whatever  irrdgnlaritMs^tlkAc^eiir  ii^thrrpteDettd- 
inM  on  otbrr  fide,  thea^Bonwa&notonljr  dsGifi^  bti^aiC- 
cemy  t0  ^feoncert  diecac^nal'spFojaas^  which,  tedded  to 
no  lei«  than  the*  iioirolvixig  aQ  Europe  in  a-  war,  the  flames 
whereof  had  beenfb  lately  extinguTfiied.  This,  is  fulficieht 
to  iuflifjr,  ih  the  eyes  of  true  poutfcians,  a  flight  Breach  4f 
foUf,  rappoflng  there  ted*  beefn  any;  The  carrfiniaf  could 
fid^r  recover  tfab  tboA ;  hh  eomphdntt»  and  inv^ftiv^  ^ 
wMch^ba  had^r^cMurfe,  could"  r«ot  ssAoirhis  de%ar^  mi 

• 

(U'Aito  Ikf  bMouiye^w  Sp^iii.     The  SpaniA.  men.  of 

the  fiagliib  in  rewd  to  their  war  and  privateers  have  brouglic 

trade    ^oendbned  in  Monte-  them  in  oy  force;  KaveobKged 

leaned  lettSF)  Mr.  CSpaggs^  iaid»  tftem  to  Mc6  oit  their  causgnte, 

be-hflAtheftiM's  aknatiaads  to*  and^  to*  thdr  laexpreffible  lt)bp 

repeat  ^  foSowing  grievan-  have  conilnuned  them. to  tnanf- 

ccs:  port  the  troops,  horfes,  amnla« 

r.  Ihipofts  hive  been  faxd  on  nition,  &c  tor  this  very  exp^ 

oimieickEmidiib,  i^Sdf  e«Rir  diti«tft  which  hss  di&xdind  d^e 

tiatf  »  our.  treaties'  of  $op^  B£ka$i  of  aU  Europe.  I  am  even 

meior  with-  the  ccown.  of.Spain.  affuredy  what  1  can  fcarce  be- 

2.    Several*  kinds  of  goods  lieve,  that  owners  of  thefe  vef* 

have  been  prohibited,    which  fels,  for  endeavouring  to  fttng- 

are  exprefly  allowed   by    the  gle  with  fach  unheard-of  pro- 

£uae  treaties.  -  ceedings»  have  had  cheit  ears 

^  The  fchedoles  for  theii  cutott:  And  that  the  firft  thing 

annual  veiTels  have beendenied  done  by  the  Spaniards,    «po» 

the  SOttth-Sea  tbmpany»  con*  their  entering  Meffina,  was  to 

tr^  to  the  expreife  letter  of  the  thrnH:  the  king's  conful  into  pri- 

treaty ;  without  any  better  rea^  ion.  He  then  defires  him  to  ex- 

fim  giren  for  it»  fhan^ibtt  it  was  amine  how  inconiiAent  thefe 

pot  for  the  cooveaisttoe  of  she  chiagB  are  with  the  firvoorable 

court  of  Madrid  ttrgnnt  them,  declaration  he  had  made  tot  the 

4.  Our  merc)»ant-fhip9  have  trade  of  Great  Britain. 
I^Jei^cd  in  all  theporu  of 

fcrvcd 
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Geo.  L  rtfni  Mf  to  throw  htq;i  fiom  that  bif^  ftadm^  where 
17 1 S*    chance  much  more  than  merit  had  placed  him.    But,  before 

' 1  his  bUy  lie  made  thofe  two  princes  very  uaeafy^  whofe  .fu« 

pcrior  gemos  had  defeated  his  projeAs, 


tm 
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yhf^WthfiBJion  of  king  George  Vs  parliameni^r^hates 
^imti  an  addrefs — repeal  of  the  fibifm-iiil'^^'ivar  de^ 
tlared  agmnfi  Spain — Atheromas  pralfices  difcoverei 

*  in  France — Invafionfrom  Spain — laid  before  the  par^ 

Uament'-^tbe  Spaniards  land  in  Scotland^  and  are  i&« 

feated — the  peerdge-hiJl — debated  and  dropped — the 

parliament  is  prorogued — the  king  goes  abroad — makes 

.peace  wiib  Sweden-^^affairs  in  the  Mediterranean-^ 
pr^greji  of  the  French  againfi  Spain — n^Jiations 
with  Spain — Alberoni  difgraced — Spain  accedes  to  the 
quadruple  alliance — tie  king\s  inter cejfion  for  the  Pro^ 
tejlants  of  Germany — parliament  of  Ireland  meets-^ 
Md  of  Englandr^eerage-biil  rejeSed — bill  for  fecu^ 
ring  the  dependency  of  Ireland — South- Sea  fcbeme^^ 

'  the  Royal  and  London  AJfurance  companies  ereSed-^ 

.  parliament  prorogued--^particular  alliance  ft4tb  Swe- 
den— alliance  with  Pruffia--^be  czar^s  memorial-'^ 
anjiver  to  it — reconciliation  in  the  royal  family — nego* 

.  tiations  with  Denmark — the  czar  refufes  the  me^a* 
4ion  of  England^ 

AS  king  George  had  (everal  reafons  for  aflembling  die 
parliament,  he  fixed  the  day  of  meeting  by  proclama- 
tion to  the  ilth  of  November,  ne  not.  only 
wanted  to  have  the  fteps  he  had  taken  approved,  but  alfo  to 
be  authorifed  to  fupport  them.  Beiides,  he  was  acquainted 
with  the  enterprifing  gei\ius  of  cardinal  Alberoni,  knew  he 
breathed  nothing  but  vengeance^  and  was  preparing  fome 
dtfign  in  Favour  of  the  pretender,  as  appeared  by  fome  ex* 
preiEons  which  had  dropped  from  him«    He  was  not  igno- 

fant- 
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rant  that  too  many  were  ready  for  a  iecond  rebellion,  which  Geo.  L 
perhaps  might  fucceed,  unlefs  proper  meafures  to  prevent  it  1718L 
werctaken«     All  thefe  coniiderations  induced  him  to  have  a  '    m 

Jpeedy  recourfe  to  the  parliament. 

On  the  day  appointed,  the  king  came  to  thehoufe  otTUibmA 
peers,  and  opened  the  feflion  with  the  following  fy^^ci^^^jf^ 
which  was  r^  by  the  lord  chancellor  to  both  houfes :         '  UamuJST 

^^  My  lords  and  gentlemen. 


SINC  £  your  lafl  recefs,  I  have,  by  die  bleffing  of 
Almighty  God,  concluded  fuch  terms  and  conditions 


cc 

**  of  peace  and  alliance  between  the  two  greateft  princes  qif 
^^  Europe,  as  will,  in  all  human  appearance,  induce  others 
^  to  follow  their  example,  and  make  any  attempts  to  difturJbj 
<^  the  public  tranquillity,  not  only  dangerous,  but  impradi^ 
•«  cable.  . 

.  *<  Thefe  ragagements,  I  am  perfuaded,  will  be  (b  much 
^  the  more  agreeable  to  all  my  good  fubje£l$,  as  they  bind 
*'  the  contra^ng  powers  to  fupport  the  fuccelEon  to  thefi: 
*^  kingdoms  in  my  family,  to  which  fome  were  not  at  allji 
*'  and  others  not  fo  fully  bound  by  any  former  treaties. 

*^  During  the  whole  courfe  of  thefe  negotiations,  a  mod 
^  ftxiSt  r^ard  has  been  had  to  the  interefts  of  Spain,  and 
^^  better  conditions  have  been  flipulated  for  that  king,  thai^ 
'*  were  infifted  upon  in  his  behalf,  even  at  the  treaty  of  U« 
«*  trecht.  But  the  war  in  Hungary  (which,  by  our  media* 
<*  tion,  is  fince  happily  ended]  having  temptea  the  court  of 
'^  Spain  unjuftly  to  attack  the  emperor,  and  the  hopes  ,the/ 
**  have  flnce  conceived  of  raifing  difiurbances  in  Great  Bri« 
^  tain,  France,  and  elfewhere,  having  encouraged  them  to 
'^  believe,  thatwefhould  not  be  able  to  afi,  inpurfuanceof 
^^  our  treaties,  for  the  defence  of  the  dominions  invaded  by 
•*  them,  or  even  to  the  fupport  of  thofe  other  eflential  and 
**  neceflary  conditions  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  which  pro- 
^  vide  againft  the  great  monarchies  of  Europe  bein?  at  any 
**  time  hereafter  united  under  one  fovereign  ;  they  hare  not 
*^  only  perfided  in  fuch  a  notorious  violation  of  the  public 
*^  peace  and  tranquillity,  but  have  rgeded  all  our  amicable 
*^  propofals,  and  have  broke  through  their  moft  folemn  en« 
•^  gagements  for  the  fecurity  of  our  commerce. 

**  To  vindicate  therefore  the  faith  of  our  former  treaties,  as 
<^  well  as  to  maintain  thofe,  which  we  have  lately  made,  and  t9 
<<  prote<5t  and  defend  the  trade  of  my  fubjeSs,  which  has  iii 
^  cveiy  branch  been  violently  and  unjuftly  opprefled,  it  be* 

**  came 
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G^  L*  ^'  OMOt  necdlaiy  fin* our  naval  forces  to  check  their  progr^. 
fniS^    ^^'  It  wa^  reafonable  to  hope,  that  theruceeis  of  our  arin^ 

_'  ■  -  ^  the  repeated  offers  of  friendfibip,  which  I  have  never  ceafeJ 
^<  to  make  in  the  moft'  preffing  manner,  and  th);  me'afureg 
•^  taken  in  concert  with  the  empecor  and  the  moft  Chriftian 
^  king  to  fcftbre  the.  public  tranquillity,  would  have'  pro- 
«c  duced  a  better  djipoCtion  in  the  court  of  Spain  ;  But  I 
^  have  received  informations,  that,  inftead  of  liftening  to 
.^  our  reafonable  terms  of  accommodation^  that  court  has 
^  lately  given  orders  at  all  t&e  ports  of  Spain-,  tad  of  the 
f^  Weft-lndiesy  to  fit  out  privateers,  and.  to  take  ouf 
^  fhips. 

J  <<  I  am  perfuaded,  diuut  a  Britifli  pattiament  will  inable 
f^  me  to  refent  fuch  treatment  as  becomes  us ;  and  ic  is  with 
^  pleafore,  that  I  can  afTure.you  of  the  ready  and  fneifdij 
^  refolution*  of  our  good  brother  the.  regent  of  Pratlce^ 
<<  to  concur  aiid  join  with  me  in  the  mou  vigorous  mea« 
^  furcs* 

:  «  The  firm,  ctinfidence  I  repofe  in  the  aflfedion  of  mj 
^  people,  together  with  my  earnefl  defire  to  eafb  them  of 
<^  every  charge  no^abfidutelyneceflaryy  determined  me,  im* 
*  mediately  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  our 
^  great  alliance,  to  make  a  very  confidbrable  redudSon  of 
^<  our  land'forcesr ;  nor  could  t  better,  exprefsy  than'  by  fi} 
^  doing,  how  little,  we  apprehend  the  attempts  of  our  ene- 
^S  mies  to  difturb  the  peace  of  my  kingdoms,  evert  thotigjj 
*<  Spain  (hould  think  fit  to  continue  ibme  time  in  wan  Our 
<^  naval  force,  employed  in  concert  wlth^  our  allies,  will,  I 
<<  truft  in  God,  foon  put  a  happy  end  to  the  troubles,,  whidj 
^  the  ambitious  views  of  that  court  have  begun,  andfbcuic 
*^  to  my  fubjeds  the  execution  of  the  many  treaties  in  forcQ 
•«  relating  to  out  commerce. 

• 
I        «^  Gentlemen  of  the  bonfe  of  commons, 

<^  I  muft  deiire  you  to  grant  me  fuch  fupplies  as  wiQ  Tna^ 
**  blc  me  to  carry  on  the  fervice  of  the  year.  I  have  given  oc^ 
'^  ders  tahave  the  proper  eflimates  laid  before  you,  whereby 
<(  you  will  perceive,.  I  have  reduced  the  expence  as  much  as 
<j  our  circumflances  can  well  admit.  I  have  the  pleafure  tq 
^^  obferve  to  you,,  that  the  funds,  appropriated  for  finkinff 
'*  the-  public  debts,,  have  anfwered  above  expedation.  I 
*'  muft,  however,,  recommend  to  you  to  confider  of  prope^ 
*^  methods  for  improving  them,  by  preventiog  the  frauds 
^  and  abufcs  daOy  committed  in  the  public  revenues,  no{ 
I  •    •    '"  «'-doubt« 
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««  doubttqg)  m  aH  |Our  pcoceedings,  you  will  hmft  Aa^te^  Qea.  .L* 

<«  gard  to  the  inviolable  pr^Tervation  of  the  public  iccedit^    X7it« 
«<  whicb  may  quiet  the  minds  «f  all  thofe,  ibfttiuuremiftei  ■■ 

<(  to  padiamemai^  en^igoxifints* 

«^  My  Jords  andgentlcnrrn, 

^  Theie  neifier  was  a  time  when  your  imaiiiniity,  j!>ottf 
^  vigour  and  dispatch,  Vfttcjmort  ncomry  to  fo  «iany  good 
^  cndiW  MS  tkofe  we  l»vc  sx)w  in  view.  I  have  <done  mv 
<f  ^pact.  It  xeouttiis  with  yoa  to  give  the  laft  finiifaiiiig  tio  this 
<f  gaat  wmk  ;  our  friends  and  our  enemies,  botk  at  hooM 
«  imd.sd)roa4»  ane  watting  the  event  of  your  relblutions* 
^  .Aavi  I  dwe^nomifemvmfy  that  the  firft  have  iMAing  ts 
«  a|!|>Kbefldy  nor  die  other  to  hope  fifom  your-oondadt  iif 
<<  diia  important  iunfiorey  who  Inve,  daring  llie  whole 
<5  cauileflf  my  reiga,  given  fuch  live^prooftof  yeurjKit 
««  and  stk&ion  to.  my  pejcfiui,  and  or  your  Isfv^  to  four 
«  cQumry." 

How  plaufible  and  important  lbe««r  tiiis  ^eodi  migbt  he^ 
ittxx:3iioned  great  ddiates.  The  addrefies  that  were  to  he 
paefented,  dnewdte  attention  of  both  parties:  On  theman* 
ner  in  which  they  ftoold  be  eaqpicfied,  depended,  as  it  wete^ 
Ac  t>pemtiQns  of  the  iieffian. 

The  tog  vtasBo  fixmer  withdrawn,  b«t  the  loid  CartoretDeUtet  m 
*.^.ivcd  for  ^  an  addiefs  of  thanks  to  Ms  maiefty,  for  his  care^^jff]^ 
n  preferving  the  public  peace,'  and  the  balance  of  power  in%r,  H.  ij 
£urQpe :  For  the  coofiderable  leduAion  of  the  land-forces  ;vt\  tCc 
and  ior  having  ^obtained  further  fecurities  of  the  fucoeffion  in 
his  £Mnily :  As  alfo  to  conmtulate  the  fealbnable  fuccefi  of 
bis  Aavaf  forces ;  and  to  aSure  him,  diat  the  houfe  would 
fiippok-t  him  in  the  purfuit  of  thofe  prudent  and  necellary  mea« 
fiues  he  had  taken  to  fecure  the  trade  and  quiet  of  thefe  king- 
doms, and  the  tranquillity  of  Europe/    The  lord  Carteret 
was  feconded  by  the  Lord  Tenham ;  but  feveral  lords  ex- 
cepted againft  the  congratulating  the  king  upon  the  feafonap- 
ble  fucceft  of  his  naval  forces,  and  the  promife  to  fupport 
htm  in  the  purfuit  of  thofe  prudent  and  neceflary^meafures  be 
lud  taken,  becaufe  it  was,  in  eSkSt  to  approve  a  fea-fight, 
which  mi^t  be  attended  with  dangerous  confequences,  and 
give  the  fan^Uon  of  that  auguft  aflombly  to  meafures,  which, 
upon  examination,  might  appear  either  to  clafli  with  the 
l^Hvs  of  nations  or  former  treaties,  or  to  be  prgudicial  to  the 
trade  of  Great  Britain,    That,  according  to  the  conftant 

ufager 
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Geo.  L  nSmgjb  of  th&t  faoufe,  they  ought  to  proceed  with  the  nOnoll 
1718.  caution  and  matured  deliberation,  in  an  afiair,  herein  the 
honour,  as  well  as  the  intereft  of  the  nation,  were  fo  highly 
concerned.  And  lord  Straffbtd  iafifted,  <  That,  before  they 
approved  the  fea-fight,  they  ought  to  be  fatisfied  whether  the 
iame  happened  before  or  after  the  figning  of  the  quadruple 
^ance }  and  therefore  moved  for  an  addrefs,  that  Sir  George 
~  rng's  inftruSions  might  be  laid  before  the  houfe/ 

I0  this  it  was  anfweted  by  earl  Stanhope,  ^  That  fiieie' 
was  no  manner  of  occafioii  for  fuch  an  addrefs,  fince,  by  his* 
9iajefty*s  command,  he  had  already  laid  before  the  hoafe  the 
treaties,  of  which  the  late  fea-iight  was  a  confequence;  and, 
ID  particular,  the  treaty  for  a  defeniive  alliance  between  the 
emperor  and  his  majeify,  made  at  Weftminfter  the  25tfa  of 
May,  17 16 ;  and  the  treaty  of  alliance  for  reftoring  and  iet« 
llinff  the  public  peace,  figned  at  London  the  22d  of  July^ 
Q.  S.  After  this,  he  accounted  at  large  for  the  juitice  aod 
e^ity  of  thofe  treaties,  which  were  calculated  to  prefenre^ 
lolore,  and  fettle  the  peace  of  Europe,  by  rendering  the 
lieaty  of  Utrecht  effeftual,  particularly  in  prevendi^  the 
mion  of  the  two  great  monarchies  of  France  and  Spain  under 
one  fovereign,  and  fecuring  the  fucceffion  of  thefe  kingdoms 
VI  his  majefty's  family.  At  the  fame  time  he  (hewed,  how 
die  court  of  Spain  had  violated  the  treaty  of  Utredit,  and 
wSted  againft  the  public  foitb,  in  attacking  the  emperor's 
dominions,,  while  he  was  engaged  in  a  war  againft  the  ene« 
mies  of  Chriftendom ;  and  in.  what  manner  they  had  rejeded 
bis  majefty's  friendly  offices,  and  repeated  offers  of  medtattng 
an  accommodation  between  the  emperor  and  his  Catholic 
snajefty..  To  which  purpofe  he  gave  the  boufe  an  account 
of  his  late  journqr  to,  and  negotiations  in,  Spain*  He  ad- 
ded, that  it  was  high  time  for  Great  Britain  to  check  the 
growth  of  the  naval  power  of  Spain,  in  order  to  proted  and 
cure  the  trade  of  the  Briti{h  fubjeAs,  which  had  been  vio-* 
lently  oppreiTed  by  the  Spaniards  :  To  which  purpofe  feveral 
letters  were  read.  He  concluded  with  obferving,  that,  both' 
with  relation  to  Sir  George  Byng's  inftru^Hons,  and  in  all 
other  refpe^ls,  in  this  whole  affair,  his  majefty  hadadedby 
the  advice  of  his  •  privy-council :  That  he  was  one  of  that 
number :  And  he  thought  it  an  honour  to  have  advifed  his 
msyefty  to  thefe  meafures,  becaufe  he  was  perfuaded  they 
intirely  agreed  with  the  honour  and  intereft  of  bis  country: 
That  he  doubted  not,  but,  upon  the  ftri£bft  examination, 
thofe  meafures  would  be  approved  by  all  true  Engliflimen^ 
and  that  he  was  ready  to  anfwcr  for  them  with  his  head.' 

This 
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Tliis  Tpeedk  made  a  great  impreffion  on  die  whole  aflembty ;  Geo.  T. 
and  diough  feveral  peers  ftill  urged,  that  the  making  war,  1718. 
before  the  declaring  of  it,  was  a  manifeft  violation  of  the  "« 

laws  of  nations;  and  others  railed  lefs  material  otjeftions; 
jet,  after  a  five  hours  debate,  it  was  carried  for  the  addrefi^ 
as  moved  by  the  lord  Carteret,  by  eighty-three  votes  againft 
HAj.  The  principal  fpeakers  on  the  court-fide  were  the 
loids  Carteret  and  Tenham,  and  the  earls  of  Sunderland  and 
Sbmhope ;  and,  on  the  other  fide,  the  dukes  of  Bucks,  De« 
Tonihire,  and  Argyle;  the  earls  of  Nottingham,  Cowper^ 
Orford^  and  Ilay,  the  lords  North  and  Grey  and  Har* 
court. 

In  the  mean  time  the  fame  afiair  was  debating  in  the 
lioufe  of  commons.    The  lord  Hinchinbroke  moved,  that 
the  houfe,  in  an  addrefs  of  thanks,  fliould  declare  their  in*    . 
tire  fiitisfafiion  in  thofe  meafures,  which  the  king  had  already 
taken  for  ftrengthening  the  Proteftant  fucceffion,  and  efta« 
Uifliing  a  lafting  tranquillity  in  Europe ;  and  particularly  in 
svlation  to  the  crown  of  Spain  ;  and  their  refolution  to  ena- 
ble him,  in  concurrence  with  his  allies,  not  only  to  relent 
the  injuries  that  crown  had  already  done  to  our  commerce^ 
in  breadi  of  the  treaties  fubfifting  between  the  two  nations^ 
but  tofupport  him  in  the  moft  effiSual  manner,  in  fuch  fiir« 
ther  meafures  as  he  (hall  judge  neceflary  to  complete  the 
public  tranquillity  in  Europe,  and  to  check  the  growth  of 
riiat  naval  power  which  muft  otherwife  prove  dangerous  to 
die  trade  of  tbefe  kingdoms,  and  to  the  repofe  of  Europe. 
Thb  motion  was  attended  with  a  very  warm  debate  (c}« 
The  oppofuig  fide  chiefly  objefted  to  the  words  <  intire  fa- 
^  tisfadion  in  thefe  meafures  which  his  majefty  had  already 
«  taken/    In  order  to  have  thefe  words  left  out  of  the  ad- 
drefs, it  was  alledged,  <  that  it  was  unparliamentary  and  un- 
precedentedy  on  the  firft  day  of  a  feffion,  to  enter  upon  par- 
ticulars. That  the  bufinefs  in  queftion  being  of  the  higheft 
importance.  Peace  or  War,  deferved  the  matureft  delibera- 
tion.    That,  before  they  approved  the  meafures  that  had 

f 

(c)  The  foeakers  for  the  mo-  ferjeant  Mead ;  againft  the  mo- 

^on  were   the  Lord  Hinchin-  tioxi  were    Mr.  Freeman,  Mr. 

broke,  the  lord  Tyrconnel,  Sir  Heyfliam,    Mr.  Walpole,    Mr. 

David  Dalrymple,   Mr.  Lech-  Snell^    Mr.   Hungerford,   Mr. 

joere,    Mr.   fecretary  Crages»  Herne,   Sir  Jofeph  Jckyll,  Mt.  , 

JMr.  Smith,  Sir  Gilbert  Heath-  Cowper,   Sir  William   VVynd- 

cote.  Sic  Gilfrid  Lawfon,  Mr.  ham»    Mr.  Shippen,   the  lord 

Hampden,  Mr.  Aidabie,   Mr.  ^Molefworth,  and  general  Rofs, 


^fcawen,    Mr.  Bladen^    and 


been 


P4P  TUKHISTOHY 

(deo.  L  bcut  itkeikf  Aey  ovigjxt  to  examine  the  teatic^   ^  ^ 
*  MjiS*   reafons*  on  which  tbofe  meafiires  were  fouodfid,  whldi  muft 
jieedstake  apQnne  tune  ;  and  therefore  thej  oughtt  for  the 
prtfaat^  acawding  to  their  iiTual  cuftomf  to  cooteDt  them^ 
Itblves  with  retucmafl  bis  iziajefty  thanks  for  liis  moft  jeracious 
j(peech,  with  £e«^r^  ^aflurasces  of  their  zeal^andafFeSioQ  Sat 
}us  perfon  Afid  goveuunent,;  and  then  a||poiAt  a  daj  to  take 
ithe  ipeedi  intg  conlideJiatiQn/    To  this  it  was  aniweredf 
>  Thais  though  all  applications  {torn  ibis  houfe  to  the  throne 
AfferedaccorJu^g  toahe  various  circumftanoes  of  affairs,  yet 
there  were  not  ivanting  precedents  to  iiipport  the  expeffioi^ 
excepted  againft,  of  wnich  fome  infiances  were  produced^ 
That  the  meafures^  which  hadheen  taken,  were  pounded 
i^  treaties,  that  had  been  kid  before  them^  and  which  B^gbt 
l>e  examined  into  as  foon  aj  the  houfe  thought  fit.    But  that 
M  was  BeGeiFary,  at  this  critical  juniQurc^  when  the  eyes  of 
dl  Europe  were  fixed  on  this  parliamenl;,  early  to  come  to  3 
^Tigcrous  refoliition,  which  would  not  fail  having  its  due 
weight  abroad/    Thjs  was  warody  oppofed  by  1V&.  Wal« 
jpol^  who  urged,  ^  That  it  was  againu  the  common  rulea 
of  proceediiig  in  that  houfe  to  approve  a  thing  before  they 
Inew  what  it  was  :  That  be  was  thoroughly  convinced  o4 
'9nd  as  ready  as  any  perfen  in  that  augult  allembly,  to  acp 
IcnowJedge  his  majefiy^s  great  care  for  the  £eneral  peace  cl' 
£urope,  and  the  intereS  of  Great  Bntaia  :  3utthat  the  giv;' 
ing fanSiiont  in  the  tnannerpiopofed,  <d  the  late  meafures^ 
could  have  no  other  views  than  to  ibreen  miniilers,  who  were 
confcious  of  having  begun  a  war  againft  Si)aio,  and  wh» 
would  now  make  it  the  parllaoient's  war*     He  concluded 
.with  obTerving,  that,  infiead  of  an  intlre  fetbfa6tion,  ihcy 
ought  to  ihew  their  intire  diiIati$fa£tion  with  a  conduct,  tba( 
was  contrary  to  the  laws  of  nations,  and  a  breach  of  folemo 
treaties.'    Upon  this,  Mr.  Craggs  gave  the  houfe  an  cjuiSk 
.  account  of  the  meaiures,  which  the  king  and  his  minifters 
liad  purfued  for  reftoring  and  fecuring  the  tranquillky  of  Eu- 
rope i    and  faid,  in  particular,   ^  That,  upon  that  view,  9 
treaty  of  defenfive  alliance  between  his  majefty  and  the  em- 
j>eror  had  been  figned  in  May  17 169  and  by  that  very  gentle- 
man, then  in  high  fiation,  who  now  excepted  againft  thef^r 
mcafures.    I'^hat,  at  the  fame  time,  his  majefty  fincerely  de- 
iired  and  endeavoured  to  maintain  a  perfect  friendfliip  with  the 
Jdng  of  Spain,  and  had  even  propofed  a  defenfive  alliance  ta 
him,  before  he  made  one  with  any  other  power.    TbaCy 
•notwithftanding  the  engagements  his  majefty  was  under  to 
guaranty  the  neutrality  of  It^ly,  and  to  defend  the  emperor 
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intKe*pofleffion'of  his  dominions,  which,  upon  the  invafion    Geo.  I. 
of  Sardinia,  might  have  juftified  his  majefty's  ailifting  him     1718* 
againft  Spain,  yet  the  king  chofe  rather  to  zSt  as  a  friendly  ■ 

mediator,  and,  in  concert  with  the  regent  of  France,  cindea* 
vouredtofind  out  means  of  reconciling  the  interefb  of  the 
emperor  and  the  king  of  Spain,  as  the  only  way  to  put  a  ftop 
to  the  war  that  threatened  Italy,  and  in  which  all  Europe 
might  be  involved.  That  the  Catholic  king  was  often  fblKcited 
by  the  Britifli  minifters  at  Madrid,  to  concur  with  his  ma<* 
jeSy's  good  intentions,  and  to  give  fuch  inftrudions  to  the 
opanifli  minifter  here,  as  would  put  it  in  his  majdly^s  power 
to  ftand  up  for  the  interefts  and  advantages  of  Spain  m  the  en- 
fuing  negotiations.  That  the  Catholic  king  having  declined!  * 
to  concert  meafures  with  Great  Britain,  and  demanding,  in 
general,  fatisfa£Hon  for  the  breaches  he  pretended  the  em- 
peror had  made  upon  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  the  balance  of 
power  in  Europe,  and  the  fecurity  and  liberty  of  the  princes  ' 
and  ftatcs  of  Italy ;  all  that  his  majefty,  with  the  regent's  af*' 
fiflance,  could  do,  was- to  obtain  of  the  emperor  fuch  condi* 
tions,  as  were  thought  moft  agreeable  to  his  Catholic  majefty  ; 
namely,  an  ablblute  renunciation  of  the  monarchy  of  Spain 
and  the  Indies,  and  a  very  confiderable  fettlement  in  Italy  for 
a  prince  of  Spain,  particularly  the  great  duchy  of  Tufcany. 
That,  as  the  emperor's  pretentions  to  Sicily  were  the  prin- 
cipal rdkfons  of  his  oppofing  the  titaty  of  Utrecht,  from 
which  he  could  not  afterwards  be  brought'  off  by  the  treaty 
of  Baden,  it  became  neceflary,  towards  ah  accommoda^ 
tion,  to  difpofe  of  that  ifland  in  favour  of  his  imperial 
majefty,  of  whom,  upon  that  confideration,  his  majefty 
and  the  regent  of  France  obtained  the  difpofitionof  Sardinia 
in  fiivour  of  the  king  of  Sicily.  That  thefe  were  the 
principal  articles  of  the  treaty  of  alliance,  for  reftoring  and 
fettling  the  public  peace,  commonly  called  the  Quadruple 
Alliance,  which  was  a  long  while  depending,  and  at  laft 
figned  here,  on  the  22d  of  July  1718.  That,  in  order  to 
fupport  the  views  of  this  treaty,  and  to  add  weight  to  the  en- 
deavours to  reftore  the  tranquillity  of  Europe,  his  majefty  ac- 
quainted the  commons,  towards  the  end  of  the  laft  (effion  of 
parliament,  that  he  intended  to  employ  a  naval  force,  when 
it  ihould  be  neceflary ;  whereupon  this  houfe  unariimoufly  re- 
iblved  to  return  his  majefty  their  thanks  .for  his  unwearied 
endeavours  to  promote  the  welfare  of  his^ingdoms,  and  to 
preferve  the  tranquillity  of  Europe,  and  to  aBure  his  majefty, 
that  tbey  would  make  good  fuch  exceeding^  of  men  for  the 
ica»fervice,  of  the  year  17x8,  as  his  maKfty>  in  his  roval 
Vox.,XIX.  Q,        '        •  wif. 
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Geo*  L  wifdotn*  (bould  find  necsflarjr  to  ebuin  thefe  dcfiraUe  emb  ^« 
1 7 1 8.    I'hat  thh  unanimous  refolutfon  undoubtedly  implied  an  eiu 

-: tire  fatisfafiion  in  the  mearure9  bis  majefty  was^  at  that  timet 

•  Seepage   concerting  for  preferving  the  tranquillity  of  Europe;  wai^ 
^^''  if  an  a£)ion  has  fince  happened,  and^  id  oonfequence  of  diofe 

tneafures,  this  cannot^  with  any  jufticef  -  be  cdled  the  war  of 
the  miniftersi  but  the  war  of  the  parliaments    That,  how* 
ever,  it  was  not  with  defign  of  making  war,  but  tmlj  of  re<« 
Coring  peace,  that  his  majefty  fent  a  firong  fi|uadron  into  ths 
Med  iter  raneah.    That,  puriuant  to  this  view»  as  ibon  as 
Sir  George  Byng  reached  the  coaft  of  Spain,'  he  wrote  a  let- 
ter to  that  ktne,  defirinff  him  to  accept  hb  majcfty's  media- 
tion, and  to  defift  from  the  hoftilities  already  begun ;  oflerhw 
him  his  fervke^  either  to  withdraw  his  troops,  or  even  to  a& 
fift  him,  in  cafe  the  emperor  (hould  not  confent  to  a  fafpea* 
Aon  of  arms,  which  the  admiral  propofed,  while  an  accooH 
modation  ihould  be  negotiated.    That  the  Spaniards  hsring, 
with  haughtineis  rejefted  his  majefty's  repeated  amicable  pro** 
jefis,  and  not  only  perfifted  in  the  violation  of  the  puUic 
peace  bv  the  invsuion  of  Sicily,  but  likewife  broke  through 
the  moft  folemn  treaties  for  the  fecurity  of  our  trade,  it  m- 
came  neceflary  for  his  majefly's  naval  forces  to  check  tbefe 
infolent  and  violent  proceedings,   as  well  to  maintain  tho 
faith  of  his  majefty's  engagements,  and  prevent  the  confe* 
ouences  of  thi$  war,  as  to  proted  and  defend  the  tradb  of  Ac 
Sritifl)  fubie£b,  which  labours  under  the  heavieft  hardfliipt 
and  difficaities/    And  this  particular  was  confirmed  to  the 
houfe  by  colonel  Bladen,  who  produced  i  lift  of  many  mer- 
cfaant-mrps  taken  or  detained  by  the  Spaniards.      Several 
ipeitibers  on  the  oppoiing  fide,  having,  Uke  Mr.  Walpole, 
made  folemn  profeffions  of  their  duty  and  affedion  to  the 
king,,  and  of  their  readiiiefs  to  acknowledge  hb  care  and 
oonftant  endeavours  for  the  fecurity  and  welfare  of  his  peo« 
pie,  and  the  tranquillity  of  Europe,  diftlnguHbed  between 
hb  majefty  and  his  miniliers,  and  ftiewed  an  unwiHiiigneft  to 
approve  the  meafures  purfued  by  the  latter,  till  the  treaties^ 
on  which  thefe  meafures  were  founded,  had  been  fully  and 
maturely  examined.     Mr.  Craggs  readily  admitted  of  the 
diftin£Uon  between  the  king   and  his  minifters ;   addmg^ 
f  That  he  obferved,  with  a  great  deal  of  pleafure,  how  una- 
nimous they  were  all  for  the  kii^ ;  arid  that  he  fhould  be  ex* 
tremely  fbrry,  if  the  minifters  mould  be  the  occafion  of  any 
dehty  iri  the  houfe's  exprei&ng  their  duty  and  aftedion  to  him# 
'That,  -he  owned,  minifters  were  not  infallible :  That  he  had 
^e  honour  to  be  one  of  bb  majefly's  fcrvants^  and  had  gone 
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i$  gt^at  lengtbs  as  any  in  the  sheafures  that  had  hcen  falcen ;  Ceo.  I. 
but  diat  be  wa$  pofidve,  that,  in  the  cauri'k  of  this  whole  a:i«     17 iS.  • 

faaTy  nothing  bad  been  done,  (hat  was  not  incireiy  confident    < 

tirttfi  the  faith  of  tteaties,  and  the  honour  ah  J  ihtereftof  the 
nation.  That  he  durft  proAiire^  both  for  himlell  and  the  reft 
of  the  miniflers,  that,  if  the  houfe  came  into  this  vote^  y^hkit 
be  diougbt  of  die  higheft  importance  at  this  critical  juncture^ 
AG  manner  of  advantage  would  be  taken  of  it  to  palliate  any 
6ults,  whichy  through  human  frailty,  might  have  been  com-< 
mltted;  and  that,  for  his  own  part,  he  wat  ready  to  tindefgd 
the  ievereft  examination^  whenever  the  houfe  Oiould  think  n 
fo  inquire  into  the  condu£tof  tlie  mlniftry/  This  fpeech  had 
g^t  weight  ^ith  tlie  mMority  of  the  houfe ;  and  Mr^  Craggy 
w^as  fo  ftroagly  Aipported^  that  the  addrefs^  as  moved  by  thd 
lord  Hinchinbrcke^  was  at  laft  carried  by  two  hundred  and 
ten  voices  againft  one  hundred  and  fifty- nve.  And,  on  the 
t3tb  of  Nevember,  the  commons,  a^  well  as  the  lords^  pro** 
lemed  dieir  addrefs  to  the  king. 

The  commons,   pursuant  to  their  addrefs,   ihiniediatefyA  fopp^ 
voted  a  fupply.    They  allowed  for  the  fea-fervice  thirteen  v^t€d.^ 
thouiand  five  hundred  f^ors  at  4 1«  a  month  each,  amounting  ^''  ^*  ^^  • 
to  702,000 1.     Twelve  thoufand  four   hundred  thirty-five 
men  were  voted  for  the  land-ferviccj  whofe  pay  amounted  to 
SzSygB^h  iis.  8d.    Thefe  fums,  with  what  was  voted  for 
making  ^ood  deficjcncies^  fi)r  dit  ordinary  of  the  navy,  and 
odier  tfauigs,   amounted  in  aH  2^257,581 1«  19  s.     Thia 
fuppiy  was  raifed  by  a  land-tax  of  three  (hillings  in  the  pounds 
the  malt-  tax^  and  a  lottery  for  500,000 1    T^he  bills  for  tbe 
land  and  matt->tax  were  prefented,  and  both  pafied  in  one  dajy 
a  dilpatch  not  to  be  parallelled  in  any  parliament  fince  the 
fevolutiom 

Tike  kiDff,  judging  by  the  difpofition  of  tbe  parliamefit,-  jK^^f  ^ 
that  it  would  be  a  proper  time  to  execute  a  defign,  he. had  tfaeSchifiai 
long  been  meditating,  refblved  to  attempt  it  this  feffion.   Evet  Jl^tJ^J 
fince  his  acceffion  to  the  throne  be  had  afiured  the  Churcli  of  ^"*^      * 
England  of  his  prote£lion,  but  at  the  fame  time  declared  for 
a  juft  toleration^  by  removing  the  odious  difiincSbns  between 
Churchmen  and  Non-cpnformifts.    In  the  former  feffion  he 
had  plainly  enough  difoovcred  his  intention^  but  the  profecci« 
tion  of  it  waa  prevented,  by  the  mffimderftanding  amon^;  the 
Wbigk    Tbe  Diflenters^  befides  ^e  Occafional  and  Schffni 
hitUf  hty  under  the  weight  of  the  Sacfamental  Teft.    As  thef 
bad  been  aealous  aflerters  of  the  Pfoteflant  Succefixon,  th^ 
cxpcded  to  be  relieved  from  thefe  burdens  as  foon  as  that  fuc- 
ctffioA  ^ok  place.    To  that  end  coafuludons  bad  been  bell 

^0,2  ttm 
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Geo.  L  the  laft  year,  but  without  any  efFed*.    The  affair  wp  now 

J  718.    refumed,  and  debated  by  the  Diflentere  m  mznj  meetings^  in 

«  ieveral  parts  of  the  kingdom.    TThe  majority  m  thefe  mect- 

•  Set  Note,  ings  were  for  a  gcnerafrepcal  of  the  aos  that  they  tboogbt 

^*  ^^**       hardfliips  upon  them,  or  leaving  matters  as  they  flood.     But 

they  were  aflured  that  the  king  had  prefled  the  afBur  to  the 

vtmoil  with  the  minifters^  and  that  the  lord  Sunderland  faid, 

<  It  was  impra£Ucable,  and  to  attempt  a  repeal  of  the  Teft 

<  would  ruin  all  (a}.*    Upon  this  the  Teft  was  given  up,  af. 
'  ter  aflurances  that  the  Teft-a£t  ihould  alfb  be  repealed  in  a 

more  proper  time.  Earl  Stanhope  therefore  was  to  move  for 
'  a  repeal  of  the  Occafional  and  Schifm  Ads  pafled  in  the  latter 
end  of  the  reign  of  queen  Anne.  Accordinely,  on  the  Z3A 
of  December,  he  told  the  houfe  of  lords,  tnat,  in  order  to 
unite  the  hearts  and  aileAions  of  the  well-afleAed  to  the  pre- 
sent eftablifliment,  he  had  a  bill  to  oiFer  under  the  title  of 
>  An  ad  for  ftrenffthenins  the  Proteftant  intereft  in  theie 
*  kingdoms,*  which  he  denrcd  might  be  read.  The  bill  was 
read,  importing  in  fubftance  a  repeal  of  the  ads  againft  Oc« 
cafional  Conformity,  and  the  growth  of  Schifm,  and  of  fbme 
daufes  in  the  Corporation  and  Teft  Ads.  Many  of  the  peers 
were  furprifed  at  the  bringing  in  this  bill  at  a  time,  when 
none  but  fuch  as  were  in  the  fecret  expeded  any  fuch  thing; 
and  earl  Stanhope  having  moved,  that  it  Blight  be  read  a  fe- 
cond  time,  it  occafioned  a  long  debate.  The  audibr  of  the 
bill  endeavoured  to  ihew  *  the  equity,  juftice,  realbnablenefi^ 
and  advantage  of  reftoring  Diflenters  to  their  natural  ri^t^ 
'  and  of  eafing  them  of  thefe  ftigmatifing  and  oppreffive  Taws 
that  had  been  made  againft  them  in  turbulent  times,  and  ob- 
tained by  indifed  methods,  for  no  other  reafon,  dian  becaufe 
they  ever  (hewed  their  zealous  and  firm  adherence  to  the  Re- 
volution and  Proteftant  SucceiSon  :*  Urging,.  *  that  this  defi* 
rable  union  of  all  true  Proteftants,  as  it  would  certainly 
ilrengthen  the  Proteftant  intereft,  fo  would  it  rather  be  an 
advantage,  than  any  prejudice  to  the  Church  of  England  by 
law  efbblifhed,  which  would  ftill  be  the  head  of  all  the  Pro- 
'  teftant  churches,  and  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury  become 

(a)  The  king  told  the  lord  fen  ters  were  too  much  his  &iends« 

Barrington  (a  DIflenter)  *  that»  to  iniift   upon  a  thing  whidi 

if  there  Were  any  hopes  of  car-  night  be  infinitely  prejiM^cial 

rying  the  who1e»  he  would  not  to  ium,   without  doing  thesa 

*  be  againft  it;  bat,  if  there  were  any  good ;  bat»  00  the  conoaryt 

.  no  hopesy  as  he  wasaiFured  by  his  a  great  deal  of  huru' 
miniftcrSf  he  believed  (he  Dif* 

the 
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the  patriarch  of  all  die  Protefiant  clergy.'    He  was  leconded  Geo.  L 
and  lUpported  by  the  carls  of  Sunderbnd  and  Stamford,  and     1718* 
fome  other  lords :  But  the  dukes  of  Bucks  and  Devonihire,  ' 

the  eark  of  Notting^ain»  Aylesford,  Oxford,  G>wper,  and 
the  krd  Nordi  and  Grey,  either  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  the  bill, 
or  endeavoured  to  put  ofFthe  fecond  reading  to  a  idn^  day. 
It  was  alledged  in  general,  ^  that  this  bill,  if  pafled  into  a 
law,  inftead  of  ftrenftheninff,  would  certainly  weaken  the 
Church  of  England,  by  pludungoiF  her  beft  feathers,  inveft* 
ing  her  enemies  with  power,  and  fharing  with  them  the  civil 
aind  mtUtsuj  employments,  of  which  Churchmen  only  are 
now  in  pofleffion.'  The  duke  of  Devonshire,  in  particular, 
fuggefted,  ^  That  it  was  irregular  to  bring  in  a  bill  of  fo ' 
fireat  coii&quence,  without  previoufly  acquainting  the  houfe.' 
out  it  was  readily  anfwered  by  earl  Stanhope,  <  That  his 
grace  had  forgot,  that,  about  two  years  before,  he  had 
Drought  in  himfelf,  in  the  fame  manner,  a  bill  of  much'^ 
greater  confequence  i'  meaning  the  bill  for  fufpending  the' 
aft  for  Triennial  Parliaments.  The  earl  of  Nottingham  ^ 
£dd,  among  other  things,  ^  That  the  Church  of  England  is  ^ 
certainly  the  happieft  church  in  the  world,  fince  even  the  . 
gireateft  contradidions  contribute  to  her  fupport ;  for  notHin^ 
could  be  more  cootradiftory,  than  a  bill,  which  is  faid  to  be 
calculated  to  <<  to  ftrengfhen  the  Proteftant  intereft,  and  the 
^*  Church  of  England,''  and  which,  at  the  fame  time,  re- 
peals two  afis,  that  were  made  for  her  farther  fecurity/ 
After  which  he  gave  his  reafoiis  aeainft  the  repealing  thofo 
laws.  £arl  Cowper  made  alfo  a  long  fpeech  againft  fome 
parts  of  the  bill,  and,  among  other  xbings,  faid,  <  That  he 
had  no  manner  of  prgudice  againft  the  Diflenters,  but  rather 
a  tender  regard  for  them  :  That  as  he  had  been  bred  in,  fo 
he  had  ever  communicated  with,  the  Church  of  England, 
which  he  believed  to  be  the  beft  Proteftant  church,  and  the 
moft  agreeable  to  the  primitive  pattern  of  Chrifiianity.  But 
that,  however,  if  he  hsul  happened  to  have  been  at  Geneva,  he 
would  not  have  fcrupled  to  have  communicated  with  the  Pro- 
teflants  there.  That  he  was  for  giving  the  Diflenters  as 
much  eafe  as  was  confiftent  with  the  iafetv  of  the  confti* 
tution  in  church  and  ftate,  and  would  readily  give  his  vote 
for  the  repealing  of  the  Schifm  s£t ;  but  that  he  could  not  but 
.eppofe  that  part  of  the  bill  now  laid  before  them,  whereby 
part  of  the  Teft  and  Corporation  ads  were  efFe£lually  re- 
pealed with  relation  to  the  Diilenters,  becaufe  he  looked 
upon  tbofe  afts  as  the  main  bulwark  of  our  excellent  cohfti- 
tuoon  in  church  and  ftate^  and  therefore  would  have  them 

0.3  «- 
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Geo.  L  ^inviolably,  prcfervcd  and  untouched/    The  earl  of  Hay  faid,^ 
1718.  *•  That  every  body  k;iew  he  was  educated  in  a  different  w^y 

it^ :_....,  from  the  Church  of  England  j  but,  ncvcrthclcfs,  be  couM' 
hot  but  be  againft  this  bill,  becaufe,  in  hia  opipion,  it  broke 
^hc  Pafta  Convent^  of  the  treaty  of  union,  by  wb|ch  the 
bounds  both  of  the  Churjch  of  England  and  of  dje  Churefa  of 
S  •>t)and  were  fixed  and.  fettled  j  and  he  was  appreh^nfhre^ 
if  the  articles  of  the  Union  were  broke  with  refpcd  to  one 
jphurcbt  it  mi^l:t  afterwards  be  a  precedent  to  break  them 
\v'i^^'  rtfpeft  to  the  other,'  The  lord  North  and  Grey  urged^ 
^  That  this  was  an  affair  of  fo  great  importance,  that  it 
ought  to  be  maturely  confidered  and  debated  in  a  full  houfe,' 
^nd  therefore  movpd,  That  the  fecond  reading  might  be  put 
off  for  a  month*  The  duke  of  Bucks  was  of  his  opinion  i 
but  the  friends  of  the  bill,  being  unwilling  to  let  this  af^ 
fair  coo}  by  adjourning  it  fo  long,  propofed,  that  the  fecond 
reading  might  only  be  put  ofF  till  the  |$^  of  pecember^ 
lyhich  was  agreed  to  withoMt  dividing. 

Upon  that  d^y,  the  bill  was  read  ^  feeond  time,  and  a 
ino^ipn  mafje  for  cominitting  it ;  but,  this  being  pppofed  hy 
fhc  earl  of  Nottingham,  and  fepie  other  peers,  the  earl  oJF 
Chojmondeley  (uggefted.  That,  before  they  proceeded  any 
forther  in  an  afl^ir,  wherein  the  churph  was  ib  nearly  con* 
cerned,  he  fhougbt  it  very  proper  to  have,  -in  the  firft  place, 
the  opinion  of  that  venerable  bepcfa,  pointing  to  the  biihops. 
This  being  unanimoufiy  adented  to,  the  archbifhop  of  Can- 
^rbury  {lo(id  up,  and  aeclared  againfl  the  bill,  for  which  he 
gave  his  reafons,  importing  in  lubftance,  ^  Thai  the  ads, 
which  by  this  bill  were  to  be  repealed,  are  ^e  maili  bulwark 
and  fupporters  of  the  eftabliihed  Churchy  That  he  had  al) 
Imaginable  teiidernefs  for  all  the  well-meaning  confctentiou^ 
piflenters }  but  he  could  not  fprbear  faying,  that  ferae 
^mong  them  made  a  wrong  uk  of  the  favour  and  indulgence 
that  was  fhewn  them  upon  the  Revolution,  though  they  haj 
the  lead  (hare  in  that  happy  event :  And  therefore  it  ivas 
thought  neceflary  for  the  legiflature  to  interpofe,  and  put  j| 
^bp  to  the  fcandalous  pradice  of  Occafional  Conformity, 
ivhicb  was  condemned  by  the  fbbereft  part  of  the  Diilentera 
themfelves.  And,  as  to  the  z^  againft  Schtfm,  though  jt 
piay  cjirry  a  face  of  feverity,  yet  it  feemed  needlds  to  r^es| 
jt,  fmce  no  advantage  bad  been  taken  of  it  againft  the  Di& 
fenters  ev^r  fince  it  was  mad^/  The  ?irchbffl!Op  of  Yorl^ 
(SJr  William  paw$)  fpokc  on  the  fame  fide,  and  find, 
f  That  the  arguments,  ufcd  the  other  day  for  this  bJB,  had  no 
(ppfp  weight  with  him^  tbaa  they  bad  with  his  brother  of 
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CftAtcrbury.  He  urged,  in  particular,  the  danger  of  truftihg  Geo.  h 
Che  Diflenters,  the  open  and  avowed  enemies  of  the  Church,  1718. 
with  power  and  authority ;  and  endeavoured  to  account  for 
the  aAs  againft  Occafional  Conformity  and  Schifm,  by  fay- 
iogy  they  were  never  to  be  gained  by  indulgence.'  To  that 
jMtrpofe  he  quoted  a  paflage  out  of  a  treatife,  intitled,  *  A 
«  IVrfuafive  to  Lay  Conformity,'  written  by  Dr.  Hoadljr 
bifliop  of  Bangor,  who,  as  he  faid,  had,  fmce  the  writing  of 
that  book,  ernbraced  and  maintained  other  principles.  I^he 
Infbopof  Bangor  anfwered  the  archbifhop  of  York,  particu- 
larly with  relation  to  the  paflage  quoted  out  of  his  treatifis. 
He  faid,  *  He  was  fo  far  from  having  altered  his  principlet, 
that,  both  before  and  after  he  had  bo^n  promoted  to  the  fhn 
tion  he  held  in  the  Church,  he  had  endeavoured  to  bring 
over  the  Diilenteis  i  but  that  he  ever  was  of  opinion,  thit 

S title  ineans  are  the  moft  efltdual  for  that  purpofe.  After 
is,  he  (hewed  at  large  the  unreafonablenefs  and  ill  policy 
of  impofing  KeKgtoiia  Tefts,  as  a  qualification  for  civil  or 
military  employments,  which  abridges  men  of  their  natural 
rights,  deprives  the  ftate  of  the  fervice  of  many  of  its  beift 
fubjedb,  and  expofes  the  moft  facred  inftitutions  and  ordi- 
nances to  be  abufed  by  profane  and  irreligious  perfons.  He 
slCo  endeavoured  to  prove,  that  the  Occ^onal  and  Schifm 
s£ts  were,  in  efFe^  perfecuting  laws ;  and  that,  by  admi(t- 
ting  the  principle  of  Self*^Defence,  aiKi  Self-Prefervation,  in 
matters  of  religion,  all  the  perfecutions  of  the  Heath^t 
againft  die  Chriftians,  and  even  the  Popifh  inquifition,  mky 
bejufltfied*  As  to  the  power;  of  which  fome  clergymen  ap- 
peared fo  fond,  and  fo  jealous,  he  owned,  that  the  defire  of 
jpower  and  riches  is  natural  to  all  men  ;  but  that  he  had 
learned  both  from  reafon  and  the  Gofpel,  that  this  defire 
muft  be  kept  within  due  bounds,  and  not  intrench  upon  the 
rights  mi  liberties  of  their  fellow-creatures  and  country-* 
fata/ 

Jk&a  diefe  and  feveral  other  fpeeches  of  the  biOiops  (b}» 
tiiC  debate  was  adjourned  to  the  next  day,  when,  after  (bme 

claufei 

(b)  Br.  SmalrU^,  Ufliop  of  **  wilHng  and  able  to  ferve ;" 
Brubl*  vq^  *  Tliafi  At  late*  and  a  claiiie  having  been  there« 
Jdng  Wilfaam  havhig'  recom-    upon  offered  to  be  infer  ted  ia  a 


to  both  hoofer  from    bill  depending  in  the  houie  of 
the  thhme,  <*  That  £hitf  woald    ferds,  **  to  take  away  the  ae- 


<*  kave  room  hf  the  admifion    **  ceffity  of  receiving  the  facra* 
<*  of  aU  Proteftaath  Ast  w«re    ^  ment,  10  make  a  man  capa. 

Q.4  •'^Jo 


548  T  H  E    H  I  S  T  O  R  Y 

Geo.  1.  daufes  concerning  the  teft  and  corporation  «^  were  agreed 

1718.  CO  be  left  out,  the  bill  was  cominitted,  and,  being  read  m 

'  third 


^  ble  of  enjoyiog  any  office, 
f*'  emplovment,  or  place  of 
**  truft;"  the  cUufe  was  re- 
jected by  a  great  majority,  as 
well  as  another  daafe  (offered 
iSSo  to  be  inferted  in  that  bill) 
*•*  to  prevent  the  receiving  the 
*<*  facrament  of  the  Lord's  fup-? 
f^'  per  upon  any  other  account 
''  than  in  obedience  to  the  holy 
;'^  inftkation  thereof :''  Addine. 
^at  foon  after  the  lords  aa- 

-  dreffcd  king  William.  '*  That 
*'  he  wonld  maintain  the  Church 
"  of  England  as  by  law  eila- 
'«  bliflied.'*  All  which  he  ap- 
plied to  the  preient  cafe,  and  fo  ' 
voted  againft  the  bill*    He  was 

*  anAvered  by  the  bifhop  of  Glou- 
'  cefter,  who,  among  other  thini^Sy 
J  endeavoured  to  remove  the  ira- 
.  putation  of  hypocrify  caft  upon 
t  the  PifTenter^.    The  biihop  of 

Jjjncoln  made  an  hiftorical  der 
.  di)6libn  of  the  aiBdr,  and  com- 
'  ^epded  the  fxiX  of  a  noble  ea/1^ 
when  fcpretary  of  fUte,  in  pro- 
moting a  comprehenilon^    ap- 

-  cording  to  king  William's  de. 

*  fire.     He  alfo  took  notice,  that 
religion  was  ever  u^  by  crafty 

*  men  as  a  blind  and  pretence  to 
carry  on  political  deiigns  ;  and 
he  remembered  in  particular, 
in  the  late  r^ign,  -  Tha^  while . 
ot^r  arms  were  viflorious  abroad,' 
the  iLhurch  was  in  danger  at 
liome;  but  no  foonerwas  a  flop 

*  ^at  to  that  gtbriouf  war«  than 
.  the  Church  was  in  a  llouriihing 

condition,'  1  he  earl  of  Not- 
lingham,  who  was  meant  by 
that  prelate,  and  who  was  the 
pronioter  of  the  Occafional  Bill, 

.  and  ha(j  opppf^  the  bill  now  in . 

• .  facftiont  (bought  proper  p  juf- 


tify  his  condad,  bv  fiiying,  he 
«kas  in  thofe  days  bnt  a  young 
man,  and  had  wanted  opporta« 
nities  to  know  the  Dittentert, 
whom  he  had  fince  Ibund  to  be 
an  obllinate  fort  of  people,  ne« 
ver  to  be  fatisfied.    After  which 
he  entered  into  the  merits  of  the 
bill,  and  voted  againft  it.    The 
bifhop  of  London  did  the  iame, 
and  urged,  *  That,  in  all  wife 
governments,     all  offices  and 
places  of  traft  aere  in  the  handa 
of  thofe  of  the  national  chiuch  ; 
which  his  lordihin  cdnfirmed  by 
what  is  pra£lifea  in  Sweden.' 
The  biihop  of  Rocheiler  ibolce 
alfo  on  die  (ame  fide,  and  faid 
in  fubftance»  'That  he  was  not 
in  the  houfe  at  the  fir^  reading 
of  this  bill,  but  that  Uie  laft  fe^ 
(ion  of  parliament  be  furefaw 
from  the  bill  about  an  alnsi^ 
houTe  a^  Briftol,   and  the  bill 
for  applying  part  of  the  fimd  for 
the  building  pf  new  churches 
to  the  rebuilding  of  an  old  one 
(St.  Qiles's)  both  which  he  op- 
po&d,    that  fomething  of  this 
nature  would    be    attempted. 
That  he  was  forry  he  had  oe^ 
a  prophet,  iince,  in  his  opinkmy 
this  bill  overturned  the  foaiAi- 
tionof  the  fecnrity  of  the  Charch« 
That  :thi0  bill  even  ftrocfc  at  Ae 
ad  of  un^ormity,   which  was 
confirmed  by  the  a€t  of  unioiiy 
and  fo  was  levelled  againft  the 
Chnrch^f  Scotland,  as  well  aa 
againft  the  Church  of  BngfaiMl. 
i^p   which  reafon   he  hoped 
thofe  peers*  who   repirefwifcd 
the  nooihty  of  Scotland,  woiUd 
be  a^amft.  this  bill,  particularly 
a  nolle  \qA^  who  was  too  grea( 
an  cnem^  to  |»rieftcraf^  to  fuf« 
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ttvd  time,  paflcdthe  hbuicy  znd  was  ient  down  to  the  com-  Geo*  L 
mooS)  where  k  was  alio  warmly  debated,  but  at  laft  carried    1718* 

by  '  ■ '         "■ 


ierhimfelf  to  be  aflembly-nd- 
den.    He  concluded  with  ob« 
ftrnngy    that    we   live    in  a 
cha]igcfll>]e  country;  and  that 
the  hardflups*  which  the  Dif- 
fentcre  now   bring   npon   the 
Church,  may  one  day  or  other 
be  feverely.  and  with  more  jnf- 
tice,    retaliated    upon    them/ 
Hereupon  Dr.  Kennet»  the  new 
biihop  of  Peterborough,  fpoke 
Ibenuouily  for  the  bill,  and  re- 
futed moft  of  the  arguments  ufed 
on  the  other  fide.    He  iaid,  in 
fabftance.  That  he  did  not  de- 
lign  to  rraed  on  any  of  his  bre- 
thren lor  ipeaking  againft  this 
bill»  becaiiie  he  uippofed  they 
did  it  out  of  a  fincere  zeal  for 
the  Church:  That,  ibr  his  own 
past,  he  did  not  beKeve  this  bill 
to  be  iipSnk  the  Chorch,  but 
lather  for  its  adranuge  and  fe- 
-ctirity;   and  therefore  he  wa^ 
ibr  it :   That  he  obfenred  from 
hifiory,   tiiat  the   Church  was 
moft  fafe  and  flourHhing,  when 
die  clergy  did  not  zSe€t  more 
power  man  fidls  to  their  ihare. 
And  weie  tender  of  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  thdr  fdlow-fub- 
je£U ;  but  that,  when  the  clcr^ 
promoted  arbitrary  meafures  and 
perfecntions,   as  fome   did  in 
king  Charles  die  FirfPs  reign, 
diey  firft  brought  fcandd  and 
-  contempt  npon  the  clergy,  and, 
at  Uftt    hiu   both   npon    die 
chnrcfa'ftttd  ftate/     Then  he 
ihewed  the  aboie  of  the  word 
'  Church,'  which  in  a  trnefenfe 
•  u  venerable;  and  illoftrated  the 
putter  by  the  words  *  <  Holy,' 
'  «ttd  the  *  Temple  of  the  Lord.' 

wMck  were  Acred  among  die 


Jews ;  i>ut,  when  thofe  words 
came  to  be  abufed  ib  far  as  to 
countenance  rebellion,  as  in  the 
cafe  of  Dathan,    Corah,   and 
Abiram,  and  other  wicked  prai^  ' 
tices,  then  they  rather  became 
words  of  exeaation.    That,  ia^ 
like   manner   among  us,    the* 
words     *  Churchy*    and    the 
*  Church's  danger,'  had  often 
been  made  ufe  of  to  carry  on 
finifter  defigns;  and  then  thefb 
words  made  a  mighty  noife  in 
the  mouths  of  filly  women  and 
children ;  but  that  in  his  opinion 
the  Church,   which  he  defined 
to  be  a  '  fcrintural  inftitudon 
upon    a   legal    efiablifhment^' 
^as  founded  npon  a  rock,  and 
could  not  be  in  danger  as  long 
as  we  enjoyed  the  Hght  of  the 
Goipel,  and  our  excellent  con* 
ftitution.'     After  this  he  gave 
his  reaibns  for  his  being  for  the 
bill,    and  animadverted    upon 
three  things,   which  had  been 
advanced  by   other   prelates  ; 
!•    "  That  the  DifiTentere  got 
**  more  than  the  Church  by  the 
"  revolution,  though  they  had 
•*  the  lead  (hare  init."    rorhe 
ihewed,  *  they  only  got  a  tole- 
radott,  which  they  might  have 
had  under  king  James,  if  the^ 
would  ^ve  complied  with  his 
meafores,  whereas  the  Church 
fecured    all    fhe  now   enjoys, 
which  would  have  been  irreco* 
verably  loft,  had  not  the  revo- 
ludon  haopencd.'    2.  **  That 
**  the  Cnarchmen,   and    even 
"  the  clergy,  ihewed  more  af- 
**  fedion  to  the  preicnt  govern- 
**  ment  than  the  Difi!enters  du- 
«*  ring  the  latp  rebellion :"  To 

which 


^SO 
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whzdi  he  anfwcred,  ^  That  bjr 
the  laws,  which  by  this  bill 
were  to  be  repeated,  the  Dif- 
jeoters  were  theH  under  an  in- 
capacity to  ferve  the  eovern- 
!iiient>  which  evinced  the  ne- 
fieffity  of  thb  bill :  And  as  for 
^  cler|yman»  who  had  givm 
fignal  proofs  of  his  zeal  for  the 
TOvermnent  in  the  North,  that 
It  was  well  known  he  was  never 
Rewarded  for  it»  but  rather  dif- 
>egftrded  ever  fiAce  by  his  neigh* 
boars/  3.  As  to  what  had  been 
%gelled,  <*  that  all  offices 
'*^  and  places  of  truft  ought  to 
*<  be  in  the  hands  of  thofe  of 
««  the  cftablifhed  church,"  his 
lordlhip  faid,  <  he  hoped  they 
"Jhould  never  draw  precedents 
from  Sweden.  He  concluded 
with  returning  thanks  to  the  lay 
lords  for  bearing  fo  long  and  fo 
patiently  with  (hat  bench,  leav- 
ing the  iflue  of  this  debate  to 
their  judgments ;  and  only  ta- 
.king  notice,  that  as  the  wiidom 
of  Solomon  never  more  emi- 
nently appeared  than  in  difco- 
vering  the  true  mother  of  the 
child,  fo  their  lordihips  might 
leaiily  know  the  reaion,  why 
feme  perfons  fpoke  with  fo  much 
tendernefs  for  the  a£ls,  which 
hy  tills  bill  were  to  be  re- 
pealed.' Dr.  GaArel,  biilu>p  of 
Cheflcr,  was  of  the  contrary 
opinion,  and»  in  particular, ^ex» 
cepted  againil  a  claafe  in  the 
.  bill  I  whereby  a  puniikment  or 
cenfure  was  to  be  infiided  on 
fuch  clergymen,  as  Ihould  rc- 
fu(e  to  adminider  the  facrament 
to  any  that  defired  to  receive  it; 
which*  he  faid,  was  againft  th^ 
canons  of  the  Church* 


(c)  Sir  WiOiam  Thompfon 
having  lir^d  againft  the  Schiui- 
Sill,  that  It  deprived  parents  of 
their  natural  right  of  educadne 
their  children  ais  they  vVaScii 
Mr,  Shippen  anfWered,  *  It 
was  fomewhat'  ftrange  to  iee  ^ 
able  a  lawver  incOnii£beat  widi 
himfelf ;  ror,  when  the  twelv^ 
judgea  were  confolted  in  a  calo 
relating  to  a  great  faifiiiy,  lie 
was  of  the  opinion  of  ten  •£ 
tbem»  that  diitdreo  inay  be  ta- 
ken £rom  their  parentt,  aadedii* 
cated  as  the  good  of  the  nation 
required.'  To  this  Sir  WiUian 
readily  replied,  <  THat»  as  he 
never  was  confulted,  to  had  he 
never  declared  his  thoughts,  in 
that  nice  caie  hinted. %j  tl^it 
gentleman,  and  therefore  he 
could  not,  with  any  colour  of 
in(Uce»  be  Cud  to  have  changed 
his  opinion :  Qnt  that  the  mem* 
ber  who  taxed  him  with  it,  and 
who  thereby  declared  aninft 
the  opinion  of  the  ten  jiidges, 
if  he  would  be  oon^Aent  wiyh 
himfelf,  muii  now  be  for  the 
bill  that  repeals  the  Schifin  A^, 
which  redored  parents  tx>  ihdir 
natural  right.' 

The  lord  Guemfey  pffopoiS^cl 
the  infcrting  a  daufef  that  any 
peribn.  when  he  cams  to  take 
the  abjuration  oath,  is  order  to 
his  ^aaii£cation,  ihonid  achnow* 
kdge,  that  the  Old  and  Nf « 
.Tefiainents  wtf%  givei^  fay  di- 
vine infjnratioo,  and.  jvofeia 
his  belief  of  the  ever-meiicil 
Ti-inity.  But  this  motion  waa 
rejefted.    Pr.  H.  C-      . 

It  was  obferved,  that  the 
;KrchbiilM>f  Wake  had  proteded 

againft 
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The  mimer  in  which  the  king  had*  in  his  fpeecfaf  mtiv*  Qeo.  I4 
^onel  Spain,  and  bit  &yingt  that  he  was  perfuaded  a  Britlih    1718. 
prliaoient  would  inaUe  him  to  refent  fucn  treatment,  were  ■    ■ 

plain  intimations  of  his  intention  to  declare  war  againft  diat^^'  ^^* 
crown^  On  the  jytb  of  December,  the  king  fent  a  meflagegp,;^ 
Id  the  commons  to  acquaint  them,  that  all  his  endeavours^ 
as  wen  2s  thofe  of  the  kijci^  of  France,  to  procure  redreis  for 
the  injuries  done  to  his  fiibiefb  by  the  king  of  Spain,  to  the; 
unfpeat^able  detriment  of  their  tr^de,  or  even  to  obtain  a  dis- 
continuance of  his  unjuft  hofiilities,  having  pioved  inefiecn 
tual,  he  had  found  it  oeceflary  to  «kdare  war  againft 
Sjiain, 

After  the  reading  of  this  meflage,  it  was  moved  for  an  ad-^ 
drefs,  toaflurethe  King,  that  they  would,  with  the  greateft 
chearfulnels,  and  the  utmoft  vigour,  aiSft  and  fupport  him 
in  the  war»  till  Spain  was  reduced  to  accept  of  reafboaUdt 
terms  of  peace,  and  agree  to  fuch  conditions  of  trade  aii4 
commerce  as  the  nation  was  Jufily  intitled  to  by  their  feven4 
fsreaties*  Mr^  Shippen  and  (ome  others  excepted  againft  thft 
i|iotion»  or  a^nft  fome  expreffions  in  it,  which  occa^oned  ^ 
warm  debate.  They  alledged,  they  did  not  fee  the  necef^ 
j^ty  of  declaring  war  againft  Spain,  but  were  rather  inclined 
10  believe  the  "grievances  complained  of  by  the  merchants^ 
might  be  amicably  redreiied.  Mr.  Stanhope  aiTured  the: 
l^ttfe,  that  he  bad  prefented,  at  Ipaft,  five  and  twenty  m^ 
yioiials  to  the  court  of  Spain  upon  that  fubjed,  without  anjf 
iiicccfs,  Mr.  Methuen  endeavoured  to  account  for  the  dila* 
ioriiieis  of  the  court  of  Madrid  in  the  difpatch  of  commerciat 
affairs,  occafioned  by  the  different  regulations  in  the  feveral 
provinces  and  ports  of  Spain ;  which  might  be  the  reafon  why 
ihc  grievances  had  not  been  redieiled  fo  loon  as  might  have 
been  exp^ed.  It  was  alfo  fuggefted,  that  the  minifters  had 
ihewn  no  great  concern  for  the  trade  and  intereft  of  the  na- 
lioQ,  fince  it  appeared,  bv  the  anfwer  from  a  (ecretary  of  ftats 
$0  the  marquis  de  Monteleone's  letter,  that  they  would  have 
paffigd  by  we  yicJationsof  the  treaties  of  qymmerce,  provided 
Spain  had  accepted  the  terms  of  the  Quadruple  Alliance  } 
tod  that  hja  maiefty  did  not  feek  to  aggrandife  himfelf  by 
gny  new  iicquiution,  but  Was  rather  inclined  to  facrificc 
fiimething  of  his  own,  to  procure  the  general  quiet  and  tranr 
ipiillity ;   That  no-body  could  yet  teU  how  ^  that  (iicrifica 

«gaoft  paflbg  the  way  bill,  the    kan,  the  doke  of  Oevonlhire* 
Repeal  of  wmo^  he  now  oppded,    «ad  fmfi  others, 
^  $4  aUh  thp  fa4  of  Ifottiiu^ 
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Geo.  I.  was  to  extend ;  but  certainly  it  was  a  very  ttncommon  piece 
TJ1S0   of  condefceniion  (d^.    'Mr.  Horatio  Walpole  made  alfo  a 

■  ■■  long  fpeech,  wherein  he  found  fault  with  the  treaty  of  ^a- 

dniple  Alliance,  particularly  as  to  the  difpofition  of  Sicilys 
in  bvour  of  the  emperor,  which  was  a  breach  of  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht.  Mr.  Walpole,  his  brother,  likewife  exclaimed 
againft  the  injufttce  of  attacking  the  SpaniOi  fleet  before  a 
declaration  of  war.  They  were  anfwered  by  Mr.  Crs^si 
ind  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll  clo(ed  the  debate  with  faying  :  <  T%at 
fome  weeks  before,  when  this  afiair  was  firft  mentioned  in 
.  the  houfe,  he  was  (hy  of  giving  his  opinion,  becaufe  he  had 
tipt  then  examined  the  (everal  fteps  that  had  been  taken  in  it; 
but  that  now  he  was.  fully  convinced,  that,  if  there  was  any 
injuftice,  it  was  on  die  ude  of  the  king  of  Spain ;  and  that 
die  condud  of  his  majefty  and  his  minifters  was  intirely 
agreeable  to  the  law  of  nations,  and  the  rules  of  juftice  ana 
equity.  Was  it  juft,  added  he,  in  the  king  of  Spain  to  at- 
tack the  emperors  dominions  (Sardinia)  while  he  was  en- 
gaged in  a  war  with  the  Turks,  without  any  declaration  of 
war  i  Was  it  juft  in  die  fame  prince  to  invade  the  dominions 
of  one  of  our  allies,  the  king  of  Sicily,  without  the  leaft  pro- 
vocation 1  And  was  it  not  juft  in  his  majefty  to  vindicate  the 
htib  of  his  treaties,  and  to  defend  and  protedi  the  trade  6( 
his  fubjeds,  which  had  been  violentlv  opprefTed?*  After 
thefe  fpeeches,  the  addrefs  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  a* 
hundred  and  feventy-right  againft  a  hundred  and  feven,  and* 
prefented  the  next  day. 

Earl  Stanhope  brought  the  fame  md&ge  to  the  houfe  of 
peers,  and,  the  like  addrefs  being  moved  for,  it  was  carrieif 
without  a  divifion. 

'  The  declaration  of  war  was  publifhed  with  the  ufual  ib- 
lemnities,  but  not  with  the  fame  acclamations  as  when  war 
was  proclaimed  againft  France  in  the  two  former  reigns; 
The  declaration  was  well  drawn,  and  began  with  an  artfuf 
turn,  which  feemed  to  intimate  as  if  the  a6lion  oiF  Syracufa 
had  been  a  confequence  of  the  ill  fuccefs  of  Mr.  Stanhope's 
negotiations  at  Madrid.  For  after  the  king  had  mentioned 
his  being  guarantee  of  the  neutrality  of  Italy,  his  engage- 
ment to  defend  the  emperor's  dominions,  and  the  king  of 
Spain's  tnvalion  of  Sardinia :  *  We  did  fend  (fays  he)  our 
fleet  into  the  Mediterranean  this  laft  fummer,  with  a  full  and 

.   (d)  By   the   Sacriikey    was  had  offered  to  the  king  of  Spaniy 

meant  the  ceiUpQ  of  Gibraltar  in  cafe  he  would  accede  to  the 

and  Port-Mahon,  which*  it  was  Qgadraple  AUianGC* 
HipaitQ^,  the  xtgeat  of  France 
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temeft  intention  to  make  ufe  of  its  appearance  there  for  let-  Geo.  U 
ting  on  foot  negotiations  of  peace  towards 'reconciling  the  ijiS.' 
parties  engaged  in  war,  and  thereby  preventing  the  many  '■■ 

calamities  that  muft  enfue  therefrom.  And  whereas  we  did 
likewife,  to  teftify  our  moft  iincere  inclinations  to  peace» 
laid  our  right  trufty  and  right  well  beloved  coufin  and  coun-- 
lellor,  James,  earl  Stanhope,  one  of  our  principal  fecretaries 
cf  fiate,  to  Madrid,  with  full  power  and  commiiSon  to  offer 
our  moft  hearty  endeavours  for  re-eftabliihing  the  quiet  of 
£urope,  and  for  cultivating  and  improving  the  friendlhip  of 
the  king  of  Spain.  And  whereas,  notwithflanding  all  the 
inftances  we  could  poffibly  make,  all  the  tenders  of  amity 
and  afledion  we  could  ufe,  our  plenipotentiary  returned 
without  the  leaft  hopes  of  peaceable  difpofitions  in  the  court 
of  Spun,  and  our  admiral  in  the  Mediterranean,  finding  alio 
no  tendency  to  amicable  meafures,  was  obliged  to  affift  and 
proteA  the  emperor's  dominions  by  force^  which  were  in  im- 
minent  danger  by  the  further  invafion  of  the  kingdom  of 
Sicily,  and  l^  the  great  fleets  and  armies  which  the  king  of 
Spain  had  in  thofe  parts/ 

To  (hew  that  the  war  was  not  purely  on  the  emperor's 
account,  the  declaration  fet  forth  die  feizing  of  the  efiefi» 
and  perfons  of  the  EnglUh,  in  violation  of  treaties  and  an- 
tient  privileges ;  and  then  touched  upon  the  true  motives  of 
the  war,  the  disabling  the  king  of  Spain  to  unite  the  crowns 
of  France  and  Spain,  or  to  zEm  the  pretender.  Theie  wene 
juft  motives,  which,  though  perfonal  to  king  George  and  the 
duke  of  Orleans,  yet  were  of  the  utmoft  concern  to  the  m* 
tions  they  governed. 

Cardinal  Alberoni  was  not  idle  whilft  meafures  were  taken  TAtrigMi  ^ 
to  crufli  hioL  He  raifed  troops,  fitted  out  (hips,  put  the  Sptta. 
coafts  in  a  pofture  of  defence,  (ent  fuccours  to  Sicily,  and 
provided  for  the  fafenr  of  Sardinia.  But,  what  efforts  foever 
Spain  might  make,  he  was  ienfiUe  of  the  impoffibility  to  re- 
iift  the  three  moft  powerful  ftates  of  Europe  combined  againft 
him.  To  efforts  therefore  he  Joined  plots  and  intrigues  to 
iupport  his  undertakings.  He  Segan  with  the  duke  of  Or« 
leans,  believing,  if  he  could  remove  him,  the  forces  of  France 
would  be  at  his  difpolal,  at  leaft  they  would  not  be  employed 
againft  him ;  and  king  George,  deprived  of  fo  powerful  an 
any,  would  be  obliged  to  moderate  his  zeal  for  the  emperor's 
interefts. 

The  plot  waseaiy  to  be  laid,  and  was  fo  well  conducted,  Alberoni*! 
that  the  fuc09&  feemed  infallible.  France  abounded  with  PJ^^^ . 
jBule-contents,  and   the  regent  had  many  enemies,   ^ho^^]^^ 

either 
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Geo.  I.  either  wtfhed  his  removal^  or  the  execution  of  the  lafe  kingV 
1718.    win*    Thcfe  male-contentsi  in  order  to  be  fupported»  hail 

r  I  recourfe  to  the  SpanlSi  courts  where  the.  rerentment  againft 

the  duke  of  Orleans  procured  them  a  favourable  hearings 
The  prfnce  de  Ceitamare,  the  Spani/h  anibafl^dor  at  Pans^ 
was  ordpced  to  tfeat  with  them.  The  plot  was  foon  formed^ 
bifhops,  magiftrates,   hobles,  prtefts,  monks,  officers,  and 

fovemors,  were  ready  for  the  undertaking,  and  were  num- 
etcd  among  the  confpirators*  The  proje^  was  to  fei^e  the 
regent  in  fome  party  of  pfeafure,  which  he  frequently  made 
about  Paris  with  his  miftrefles;  the  king's  peribn  wes  at  the 
Ikme  time  to  be  fecured,  and  proper,  orders  were  to  be  iiSied 
to  the  gpvtmors  of  the  pcovinces  and  towhs  to  allemble  the 
parliaments,  for  fettling  the  goveromenr^  whilft  the  flates  of 
the  kingdom  fliould  meet,  and  make  a  final  determination  of 
matters.  Many  papers  were  kept  in  a  readinels  to  Juftiiy 
thefe  undettaldngs,  and  encourage  the  people  to  /uppoit 
tbem». 

The  mines  were  charged  and  ready  to  ^ring,  when  the 
aiBiir  was  difcovered.  The  firft  advice  came  from  king 
Georse,  who  warned  the  regent  of  Ibme  attempt  contriving 
agaioft  his  perfon  and  government.    This  notice,  thougB 

Sneraf  onty,  wa&  of  great  ufe.  The  duke  of  Orleans  anj 
e  abbotmi  Bois  were  vefy  vigilant.  Several  peribns  were 
fufjpeAed,.  particularly  the  duke  and  duchels  of  Maine^  an4 
the  Spanilh  ambaf&dor,  all  whom  were  narrowly  watc&i^ 
till  die  whole  afHnr  was  difcovered  by  the  following  accidcnC 
The  prince  de  Cellamare,  for  the  greater  fafety,  intruftej 
his.difpatches  to  the  abbot  de  Portacarrero,  nephew  of  the 
cardinal  of  that  name,  and  to  one  of  the  (bns  of  the  maiquit 
de  Montdeone.  Thefe  ^tlemen  ('with  only  Sir  Joiepb 
Ifcdges  who  pafled  for  an  Englifh  lord)  fet  out  frcm  Paris 
in  a  poft-chaife.  Th^  had  not  gone  ^ove  two  leagues  be- 
fore the  chaife  broke  down  in  a  flough«  The  poftillioii  ob« 
ferved  the  abbot  (hewed  much  more  concern  for  his  portH 
manteau  dianfor  himfelf,  and  heard  him  ray,^e  wouid  not 
have  loft  it  for  a  hundred  thoufand  piftoles.  The  poffillion, 
having  condu£)ed  them  to  the  firft  ftage,  returned  to  Paris^ 
and  gave  immediate  notice  to  the  government  of  what  be 
had  feeh  and  heard.  Upon  which  they  were  purfued  and 
oveftsten  at  Poidicrs.  Tlieir  perfons  were  feized,  and  the 
portmanteau  fen t  to  Paris,  wherein  were  found  two  lettera 
which  plainly  difcovered  the  plot.  The  prince  de  Cellam^e 
was  put  under  a  guard,  and  his  papers  were  fealed  up  witfar 
his  and  the  regent's  feals^  to  be  delivered  to  the  perfons  the 
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kif%  of  Spain  IhotM  Tend  to  receive  them*    A  few  A$iy$  after  G^o.  It 
the  prince  was  condu^bd  to  the  frontiers  of  the  kingdom.     intS. 
7he  marquis  de  Pampadonr  and  feireral  other  perfons  of  note  '   ', 

wer6  Impriibned.  The  duke  of  Maine  was  feni  prifbnerto 
the  eitadel  of  Dourtens  in  Picardy,  and  the  ducheft  to  dte- 
ciiftle  of  D^n  in  Burgundy.  The  caidinal  de  Pdignac  was 
oidered  to  his  abby  of  Au<^in,  that  place  being  allowed  him. 
for  his  prifon. 

On  the  29th  of  December,  war  wis  declared  at  ftiris  AlbmaTt 
againft  Spain.  The  declaration  was  accompanied  witjr  along  "*J|j?. 
oianifisfto,*  flic  wing  the  caufes  of  the  rupture  between  France  cS^.** 
stfid  Spain,  and  concluding  with  the  following  paragraph,  in 
relation  to  cardinal  Alberoni's  plot :  *  We  now  fee  with  hor- 
ror what  it  was  that  made  the  minifter  of  Spain  inacceffible  to. 
all  proje£b  of  peace.    He  would  thereby  have  feen  ail  the 
odious  plots  which  he  formed  •|;ainft  us  prove  abortive :   He 
would  have  loft  all  hopes  of  laymg  this  kingdom  defolate^  of 
riifing  up  France  agatnft  France,  of  having  the  management 
of  rebels  among  all  die  orders  of  ftate,  of  kindling  a  civil  war 
in  thebofom  of  our  provinces,  and,  in  fine,  ofheeomingto 
us  the  fcourge  of  heaven,  by  putting  in  execution  thofe  ledi^ 
tfous  projeds,  and  «  fpringing  that  mine  which  was  (accord** 
ing  to  the  words  of  the  amba&dor's  letter)  to  fi»ve  as  a  pre-' 
lude  to  the  conflagration.*    What  a  recompenoe  is  this  to 
France  for  the  treafures  and  blood  of  which  flie  has  beenfo 
profufe  for  the  fake  of  Spain !' . 

To  fupport  the  reafons  alledged  in  die  manifefto,  arma-' 
ments  were  prepared  in  France  and  England.  JThc  begin* 
ning  of  January,  an  army  of  thirty-fix  thosfiuid  men  wete 
on  the  march  towards  Spsun.  Ships  of  war  were  fitted  out' 
for  feveral  expeditions.  The  barrennefs  of  the  country  where 
the  war  was  to  be  carried,  occafioned  great  expences,  efpc^ 
cially  for  provifions.  The  duke  of  Orleans  was  at  fome  lofr 
for  a  general :  Marflial  Villars,  to  whom  he  offered  the  com« 
mand,  refufed  it,  affirming  he  would  never  draw  his  fword 
againft  the  houfe  of  Bourbon ;  but  the  duke  of  Berwick,  not 
being  fo  fcrupulous,  accepted  of  the  command. 

Cardinal  Alberoni's  intrigiues  were  not  confined  to  France, 
he  had  formed  the  fame  defigns  agatnft  king  George.  The 
pretender  was  treated  with,  who  readily  came  into  the  cardi- 
nal's vfews  to  annoy  his  enemy.  The  duke  of  Ormond  re- 
perired  to  Spain  the  latter  end  of  the  year,  and  meafures  wero 
taken  to  ftir  up  their  friends  in  Great  Britain,  and  engage 
them  to  fupport  die  defigns  of  Spain. 

The 
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Geo.  L      The  pdpe  was.doubtlefi  in  thtjectetj  and  his  aflnAion  for ' 
1^18-19.  die  chevalier  de  St.  George  hindered  him  fh>m  Goafentuig, 
V   ^    '     that  he  ihould  be  expofed^  till  it  was  feen  what  fuccefs  the* 
firft  attempt  might  have.    He  fufiered  him,  however,  to  go  • 
into  Spain^    The  P/etender  was  watched^  and  thoe  waa  • 
need  of  additfs  to  efcape  the  vigilance  of  the  Germans,  who 
were  fpread  over  the  ecclefiaftical  ftate.    He  had  latety  left 
Urbino,  where  he  refided,  and  was  come  to  live  at  Rome« 
He^went  from  thence  on  a  fudden»  and  ca'ufed  it  to  be  repor- 
ted, that  he  was  gone  to  BoWna.    He  lent  thither  the  earls- 
of  Mar  and  Perth,  with  one  rateribn,  who  was  to  pais  for 
their  mafter.    This  artifice  was  attended  with  the  expefi^ 
iucce(s :   All  three  were  arretted  at  Vogfaera  by  the  impe- 
rialifb,  but  prefently  after  releafed.    As  for  the  Pretender^ 
he  came  to  Nettuno  without  any  accident,  and  embarbed  for 
Ca^liari,  from  whence  he  came  to  Rofes  in  Catalonia,  the 
beginning  of  March. 
]Bv«iSoa         He  was  munificently  received  at  Madrid,  where  he  en- 
Spain,  tered  in  one  of  the  king's  coaches,  attended  by  the  jniaids^ 
and  was  conduced  to  the  palace  of  Buen-*Retiro.    On  the 
morrow  he  was  vifited  by  the  king,  the  queen,  the  prince  of 
Afturias,  and  the  great  officers  of  the  crown,  and  compli- 
mented by  them  as  king  of  Great-Britain.     Upon  his  arrival^ 
the  fiiuadron,  which  had  been  fitting  out  Ibme  time  for  thb* 
expedition,  failed  from  Cadiz  towards  England,  confifting^ 
ten  men  of  war  and  tranfport-ihips,  with  fix  thoufand  re^« 
lar  troops  on  board,  moftly  Irifli,  with  arms  for  tenor  twdve 
thouland  men.    The  duke  of  Ormond  was  the  conductor  oft 
this  undertaking,  with  the  title  of  captain-general  of  the  king 
of  Spain :  He  was  to  publifli,  in  the  proper  places,  a  declara- 
tion in  that  king's  name,  wherein  he  iaid,  that,  for  many  very 
Srood  reafons,  he  had  reiblyed  to  fend  part  of  his  land  and 
ea-forces  into  England  and  Scotland,  to  ferve  as  auxiliaries 
to  king  James :    What  had  confirmed  him  in  his  refolution, 
was  the  certain  advices  he  had  received,  that  many  of  the 
two  nations,  notwithftanding  their  ftrong  inclination  to  ac- 
Icnowledge  that  prince  for  their  fovereign,  durft  not  openly 
declare  for  him,  becaufe  they  did  not  fee  him  fupported  by 
any  of  the  ftates  of  Europe,  who  had  either  power  or  will  to 
affift  them  :  That,  to  remove  this  difficulty,  and  others  that 
might  arife,  he  declared  he  was  determined  to  ufe  all  his 
power  for  the  reftoration  of  a  prince,  in  a  country  belonging 
to  him  by  undeniable  right :    That  he  hoped  providence 
would  favour  fo  juft  a  caufe  i  but,  that  the  fear  of  ill  fucceis 
mi^htnot  hinder  any  perfbn  from  dctlaring  readlTy  for  him» 

he 
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he  promifed  a  fecure  retreat  in  his  dominions  to  all  that  Geo.  I. 
ihould  join  him,  and,  in  cafe  they  were  forced  to  leave  their  17 18- 19* 
country,  he  declared,  that  every  Tea  or  land  officer  Ihould  ■  ■ 

have  the  fame  rank  as  he  enjoyed  in  Great-Britain,  and  the 
ibldiers  (hould  be  received  and  treated  like  his  own. 

Thefe  preparations  had  not  been  fo  fecret,  but  the  king 
had  received  timely  notice  to  take  the  neceflary  precautions : 
The  duke  of  Orleans,  in  return  for  the  fame  favour,  had  ac- 
quainted him  with  all  he  could  difcover.  A  proclamation 
was  publifhed  againft  the  duke  of  Ormond,  and  the  other 
lords  that  were  with  htm,  with  a  reward  of  5000 1,  for  Siz- 
ing the  duke,  and  of  1000  i.  for  each  of  the  reft,  and  of 
500 1.  for  every  gentleman. 

As  the  rumour  of  the  invafion  increafed,    fome   forces  PrepmfSoai 
were  ordered  into  the  north  and  into  the  weft  of  England :  ^P^  it« 
The  States-general  had  notice  to  have  two  thoufand  men 
ready  to  tranfpcfrt  into  England  when  occafion  required;  arid 
ivere,  at  the  fame  time,  defircd  not  to  fuffer  the  fufpicious 
embarkations  of  ammunition  and  men  that  were  making  at 
Amfterdam,  which  they  agreed  to,  notwithftanding  the  en- 
deavours of  the  Spanifh  miniften  to  the  contrary.     Above  all,  Tb«  king 
the  naval  armament  againft  the  Spanifh  fquadron  was  ha-  •c^v<int« 
ftened;   and,  upon  the  repeated  advices  of  the  regent^  ^^^mMit*with 
king  came  to  the  houfe  of  peers,  and  faid.  That  he  had  given  theiDtn 
orders  to  the  lord- chancellor  to  declare  to  both  houfes  a  mat-  iavafioa, 
ter  of  the  greateft  importance.     Upon  this,  the  lord-chancel- 
lor read  the  following  (peech  : 

*  My  lords  and  gentlemen, 

A  V I N  G  received,  from  our  good  brother  and  ally 
the  moft  Chriftian  king,  repeated  advices,  that  an 
ion  will  fuddenly  be  attempted  from  Spain  againft  my 
dominions,  in  fiivour  of  the  Pretender  to  my  crown,  I  have 
judged  it  convenient  to  make  you  acquainted  with  it,  and 
ihall,  on  my  part,  take  all  the  neceflary  meafures  to  defeat 
the  defigns  of  our  enemies. 

*  Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  commons^ 

<  This  attempt,  if  it  proceed,  muft  engage  me  in  (otne 
farther  expences  by  fea  and  land  than  provifion  has  been . 
made  for.    I  muft  therefore  recomnnend  it  to  you,  that  I 
be  inabled  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  you  ftiall  judge  convenient^ 

Vol.  XIX.  R  *  to 
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Geo.  I.  *  to  make  the  neceflary  difpoAtions  for  our  fccurity ;  and  yon 
1718-19.  *  may  depend  upon  it,  that  I  fhall  upon  this,  and  all  odier 
■  -^  *  occafions,  have  as  much  regard  to  the  cafe  of  my  people^ 
^  as  fliaii  be  confiftent  with  their  fafety. 

<  My  lords  and  gentlemen, 

» 
c  The  many  proofs  I  have  had  of  the  affe£Uon  and  loys^ 
^  of  this  parliament,  kave  me  no  room  to  doubt  of  your 
'  fteady  and  vigorous  perfeverence  in  fiipport  of  mry  person 
'.  ^  and  government  upon  this  occafion/ 

This  fpeech  had  all  the  effecl  the  king  could  exped  or  de- 
fire.     Both  hou(es  afTured  him  of  their  fupport;  and  the  com- 
mons  defired  hinr^  to  augment  his  forces  by  Tea  and  land,  in 
fuch  manner  as  he  fliould  think  fit,  promifing  to  make  good 
any  increafe  of  expence  on  that  account.     With  thefe  aflu- 
rances  of  the  parliament,  the  king  had  the  fatisfadion  to  ttc 
his  allies  exert  their  zeal  in  his  defence.     The  States  fent 
over  the  two  thoufand  men  ;  and  the  marquifi  de  Pri6,  gover- 
^or  of  the  Auftrian   Netherlands,    fix  battalions  of  impe- 
rialifts.     The  duke  of  Orleans  offered  no  lefs  than  twenty 
battalions,  but  it  was  not  thought  pcoper  to  accept  his  offer. 
The  <Wign«  Thefe  precautions  taken  by  the  king  were  very  Juft,  but,  as 
**f  *^*  ^P**  it  happened,  they  proved  needlefs.     The  Spanim  ffcet  came 
featcd.        with  a  fair  wind  as  far  as  Cape  Finifterre,  when  a  violent 
ftorm  arofe,  which  lafted  two  days  and  two  nights.     TTie- 
fleet  was  intirely  difperfed,  and  diiabled  from  punuing  their 
courfe.     The  admiral's  fhip  of  fixty-four  guns,  having  loft 
all  her  mafts,  made  for  the  coaft  of  Spain,  as  did  altthe  r«ft 
in  the  beft  manner  they  could*    By  this  florm,  tbe  men  and 
borfeg  were  for  the  moft  part  rendered  imferviceable. 
Some  Spa.       Though  the  Spaniih  fquadroo  miicarried]^  two  frigates  ar- 
Aiards  landi  rtved  at  Khitail  in  Scotland.     Thefe  frigates  (ailed  from  Poit- 
in  Scotlanii,  p^ffage  the  latter  end  of  February,  a<id  came  to.  Kintiail  the 
i6th  of  April,  without  having  feen  any  of  the  SpaniQ^  fleet 
in  their  way*  .  They  brought  with  them  the  earls  of  Sca- 
forth  and  Marifchal,  and  the  marquifs  of  Tullibardinc,  with 
three  hundred  and  feven  Spaniards,  being  a  detachment  of 
twelve  men  in  a  company  of  Don  Pedro  de  Caftro's  regiment 
of  foot,  commanded  by  a  litutenant-cofonel,  with  fix  cap- 
tains,  fix  lieutenants,  and  as  many  enfigns.     They  brought 
alfo  arms  for  two  thoufand  men.     The  lieutenant-coIoncI 
was  aQured  there  were  ten  thoufand  men  in  arms  ready  to 

join 


.     OF  'EN5  G  L  A  N:D;  ^^^ 

jpurkim,  but,  very  fevr  a[^e«ring,  be  kept  ^he  firigates  two  Geo.  L 
rfa^  Fs(blimg  ca  go  off  agai!>5  but  he  was  at  lail  prevailed  i  ^18-^19^ 

tdth  tDlet  thp^  faiK     The  two  eai4$  and  rhe-marquifsy  who ««'»^ 

liadf  vbncured  thena&)i^03' with  f<s>  irnall  a  force,  went  with  thd 
SpaniaRis  and  joined  the  reWte.     After  thi^jimiS^ion,  they 
pofle^  themfehes  of  Domm-Ca^^fe,  aod  put  in  it  a  garrison 
W  S£ty  men';  but  eapain  Boyle,  in  th^  WcH<tei\€r,  and  iotti^ 
odierfiiips^  came  be^re:  the  place,  and  took  the  garrifon  prU 
fcffars^    In  the  mean  timey  general  Wighcftjan  was  ordered 
hftHe  lord' €arpenoeR>  tomnreh  with  the*  forcfes  under  hh 
eotnioantt  iivqottft  df  die  ri^bd^.*    He  marChed'froiti  Inverrted  ^^^^  .  - 
chetbeginoing-of  June^  and^baving  haked'tfw?  day  at  the  head  ed"by  ge*^e- 
of  liHdMcfe^^canie  up  wrtb  thenn  at  a  pkei»  e^M  -the  Pafsi  oT  »}  Wighu 
GkifftqB,  wMcto  thejr .g**e am  they  wererefeli^d to  defeh^  ?^"» 
fcw,  *po»  «he  approdrh  of  the  fcing^i^  troops,  tl^cy  imrn^i  ^^^  '^ 
itiacely  deferred  it,  and  retired  to  anotbei^pafs  titled  Straclidli^, 
whett  0bey  were  itior&advantageoufly  poiled.     The  genertf, 
isavfng  Viewed  their  fitusRion^  made  the-^Uowftig  difpofition 
*%  tke^actai^ ;   On  thr  ii]^«  were  pofted  all  the  grenadieri 
nndofAecbmmand  <i(inajm:  Mtlburn,  being  about  a  huh^ 
Mi  taid  fi^  in  Wiimber^  who  were  fuftaiAed  by  Montague^ 
Tegimem^-  commanded by'iieciteDant^colonel  Laurence,  aii<i 
adwachibelitof  fifty  men,  eoftimandcd  by  colonel  Harrifonj 
die  reft  of  the  regiment  b^in?^  in  garrifon  at  Inverlochy. 
TBefo  were  fupported  by  Hafiil  s  Dutch  regiment,  and  foui- 
companies i>ut  of  Amcrongeti*^.    This-wing  had  fifty-fix  of 
k«d  Sifaihnarer's  men  to  the  flank,  under  the  comnfiandof 
enfi^n  Mackay ;   and  the  whole  wing  was  commanded  by 
ODloHel  Clayton,  who  adled  as  brigadier  upon  this  occafion,. 
The  left  wing  confifted  of  Clayton's  regiment,  commanded 
,by  licuten^t-colonel'  Read;ng>.  and  bad  on  the  flank  about 
foprf^ore  men  of  the  Monrpes,  under  the  gommand  of  Mk 
Mcktfoe  of  Calcaim.    The  dragoons^  which  were  a  hundred 
and  twenty  in  number,  commanded  bv  nmor  Robertfon^ 
and  had  made  their  march  from  Inverneis  without  the  lofs  6f 
afingle  horfe,  or  the  leaft  inconvenience,  were  ordered  t6 
keep  the  ro^,  having  four  cdhorns  placed  in  their  front. 
The  major-general  himfelf  was  pofted  In'  the  <ientre,  whefe 
.  every  one  bad  free  accefs  to  Jiim  for  orders.    .  . '  ^ 

The  rebels  forces  confifted  of  one  thaufand..fixj  hundred 
,and  forty  Highlaziders,  ;befides  three  hundred  Spaniards,  and 
a  body  of  five  hundred  Highlarnlers,  who.wer«  pofted  on, 9 
hill,  in  order  to  make  tbeimfelv^es  mafters  of  the  ba?;^ge.df 
the  king%  troops,  it  being  always  one  of  their  chief  aim^. 
Ff€0i  thtr*difpofi^oift  it' is*  evident,  that-  the  king's  forded, 
"^  R  2  aaually 
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Geo.  L  actually  engaged,  did  not  exceed  eight  hundred  and  fifty  Aiehy 
1718-19.  befides  the  one  hundred  and  twenty  dragoons,  and  one  htm-  % 
m  ■  dred  and  thirty-fix  Highlanders.     The  \ch  wing  was  oidered 

to  begin  the  attack  ;  and  the  rebds.always,  as  they  had  fired 
their  mufkets,  (kipping  ofi^,  and  never  venturing  to  come  to 
a  clofe  engagement,  were  driven  from  rock  to  rock,  the 
king's  forces  chacing  them  above  three  hours,  till  they  eauned 
the  top  of  the  hill,  where  the  rebels  were  immediatdy  dtf- 
perfed.  The  earl  of  Seaforth  and  lord  George  Murray  were 
wounded.  There  were  twenty«one  men  killed,  and.  one 
hundred  and  twenty-one  wounded,  oflScers  included,  of  the 
king's  troops,  who  lay  on  their  arms  all  night,  in  order  to 
bring  off  the  wounded  ;  and  marched  the  next  morning  10 
Glenfliill,  where  about  two  in  the  afternoon  die  Spaniards 
furrendered  themfelves  prifbners  at  difcretion,  and  delivered 
up  all  their  arms  and  ammunition.  Their  commander  iaid^ 
the  earl  of  Seafprth  and  all  the  reft  were  fhifting  for  tfaem^ 
felves,  and  belteved,  they  would  endeavour  to  get  off  as 
foon  as  poflible  at  the  fea-port  towns,  where  they  could  hope 
to  have  friends  to  let  them  efcape.  General  Wightsaan  ac- 
quainted the  lord  Carpenter,  that  he  hdd  taken  twb  hundred 
and  feventy-four  Spaniards  prifoners,  and  was  making  a  tour 
through  the  difficult  parts  of  Seaforth's  country,  to  terrify  the 
guilty,  and  preferve  the  well  affeSed  ;  and  tnat  he  had  ut- 
terly difperfed  the  rebels,  the  chiefs  of  whom,  Seaforth,  Tul- 
libardine,  Marifchal,  and  others,  were  gone  off  to  the  Lewis 
or  Orkney  iflands.  Thus  ended  cardinal  Alberdni's  enter- 
prife  upon  Great  Britain  (a). 

When 


(a)  A  marriage  was  this  year 
agreed  upon  for  the  Pretender, 
with  a  aaaghter  of  prince  So. 
.biefki,  eldeA  Con  of  John  So- 
biefki  king  of  Poland,  who  had 

fained  fo  much  honour  by  rai- 
Dg  the  fiect  of  Vienna.  But 
the  court  of  Vienna  thought  fit 
to  interefl  itfelf  Co  much  in  pre- 
venting this  iqtend^d  marriage, 
that  the  princefs  was  flopped  in 
paffing  through  Tirol  into  Italy, 
and  carried  into  coiifinement  at 
Infpruck.  Great  application 
was  made  to  the  emperor  for 
her  releafe ;  but  he  continued 


inflexible,  and  feemed  the  mora 
to  extend  his  anthonty  in  this 
a£iir,  as  the  whole  nunihr  of 
Sobieflci  lay  under  great  ancf  an- 
common' ODligationi  to  him,  on 
account  of  penfions  and  con£de- 
rable  allowances,  which  they  re* 
ceived  from  him,  in  acknow- 
jedpnient  of  the  great  (erviccs 
of  the  late  king  ofroland  to  the 
empire.  Prince  James  Sobiefki, 
father  of  this  youn^  princefs* 
held  his  fubfiftance  cEieBy  at  the 
emperor's  pleafore.  On  this 
occafion  he  went  therefore  to 
Vienna,  to  make  his  fubmiOion 

t* 
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When  the  king  fentthe  meflage  to  both  houfes  about  the  Geo.  L 
Spaniih  invaiion,  the  lords  were  debating  upon  the  famous  17 i8r  19. 
peerage  bilL     This  bill-,  by  which  the  number  of  peers  was  '  ■ 

to  be  limited,  is  fold  to  have  been  chiefly  intended  to  put  a  The  peerags 
reftraint  on  the  prince  of  Wales,  when  his  fucceffion  fiiould  pj./ h.C 
take  place,  from  whom  the  prefent  miniftrv  could  exped  but  Pr!  h!  l1 
little  favour.     Be  this  as  it  will,  the  Whigs  had  exclaimed 
againft  the  numerous  promotion  of  peers  by  queen  Anne^ 
particularly  the  creation  of  twelve  peers  at  once,  in  order  to 

Sin  a  fuperiority  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  and,  to  prevent  the 
:e  for  the  future,  it  was  refolved  to  brinsin  a  bill  to  fix  the 
number  of  peers  (b).     The  peribn  by  wnom  this  bill  was 

.  moved 


to  the  emperor,  whom  he  uii« 
derilood  to  be  highly  difpleafed 
with  him ;  but  his  imperial  ma- 
jefty  would  be  no  ways  reconci- 
led  to  him,  or  agree  to  a  conti- 
niiance  of  his  cuftomary  allow- 
ance upon  any  other  terms,  but 
his  intirely  breaking  off  the 
match. 

Whilft  ioterceiSon  was  ma- 
king (or  her  liberty,  the  priocefs 
Sobieiki  efcaped  from  her  con- 
finement in  the  beginning  of 
May,  in  man's  cloaths,  and, 
repairing  to  Bologna,  was  there 
married  hy  proxy  to  the  Preten- 
der, then  in  Spain.  A  few  days 
after' ihe  went  to  Rome,  where 
(he  was  very  kindly  entertained 
by  the  pope  and  fome  of  the 
cardinals.  She  f<iemed  impa- 
tient to  be  condodted  to  her 
fpoufe ;  but  the  hazard  of  the 
prefent  conjundure,  and  the  un- 
cerbunty  of  his  residence,  till 
his  projedb  were  brought  to 
ibme  cri£s,  made  the  pope  con- 
tinue her  under  his  care  at  Rome. 
^0  other  opportunity  of  corref- 
pondence  could  therefore  be  ob« 
tained  but  by  letters ;  and,  a- 
boQt  the  latter  end  of  Jane,  an 
account  was  brought  to  Eng-* 
land  of  one  Ma£iy,  who  was 
ftnt  from  Rome  widi  difpatchet 


from  her  to  the  pretender  and 
cardinal  Alberonii  and,  quickly 
after,  earl  Cadogan  had  notice 
of  a  perfon  of  the  fame  name  in 
Holland,  with  letters  and  papers 
of  confequence;  whereupon,  at 
his  in  (lances,  Maiiys  lodgings 
were  fearched,  and  his  perfon 
and  papers  fecured. 

(b)  The  fame  day  this  bill 
was  brought  in,  there  was  prin- 
ted, and  delivered  to  the  lords,  a 
lift  of  the  peers  exiting  at  the 
time  of  king  James  Ift's  accef> 
fion  to  the  crown,  and  of  thoft 
who  have  fince  been  advanced 
to  the  peerage ;  as  alfb  of  the 
ieveral  peers  exdnd  in  his  and 
the  fucceeding  reigns.  By  this 
lift  it  appears  that. 
At  the  death  of  queen  Elizabeth* 

the  number  of  >Englifti  peers 

was,        -"-—      59  ext.  add. 
K.  James  I.  created  62     17    4^ 
K.  Charles  I.   —    59 
K.  Charles  IT.   —  64 
K.  James  II.    •—    8 
K.  William  and  1   ^ 

CLMary,  po 
Queen  Anne  -—  30 
K.  George  .— —   20 
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Geo.  I.  moved  for,  was  the  duke  of  Somerfet,  who  on  the  laft  day 

Xyi8-i9  o^  February,  reprefented  in  the  houfe  of  lords,   that,  the 

>        ■  f<^  number  of  peers  being  of  late  years  very  much  increafed^ 

pfpecially  fince  the  union '  of  the  twd  kingdoms,  it  Teemed 

abfolutely  neceflary  to  fix  the  fame,  both  to  prefenre  the 

•  digniiyof  the  Jxi^r^gp,  and  to  prevent  the  inconveniehcics, 
that  may  attend  the  creation  of  a  great  number  of  peers  to 
ferve  a  breferit  purpofe  j  of  which  they  had  a  remarkable  in* 
ftance  in  the  late  reign.  He  therefore  made  a  motion  for 
the  brii  ging  in  a  bill  to  fetjtie  and  limit  the  peerage  in  fuch  a 
manner,  th^t  the  number  of  EnglijCh  peers  fhould  not  be  in- 
Jarged  beyond  fix  above  the  prefent  number,  which,  upon 
failure  of  mal^  iffue,  might  be  i'upplied  with  new  creations  ; 
«nd  that,  in^^d  of  the  fix^een  eledlivse  peers,  twenty-five 
ihovAikfC  n>ade*  hereditary  on  the  part  of  Scotland,  whofe 
number,  \ip6n  failure  of  heirs'  male,  ihould  be  fuppUed  by 
fome  other  Septs  peer's.  The  duke  of  Argyle  (who  was 
DOW  lord  fte\yard  of  the  houfliold)  fecondeJ  this  motion, 
which  was  alio  fupported  by  the  earls  of  Sunderland  and 
iCarlifle,  before  thi^yx^me  to  any  refoluLton  -,  tend  .  the^i^fore 
his  lord fhip,  th^  ^arl  of  Oxford,  excepted  agaihil  it,  and 
ijiftd,  ^  as  it  tended  to  t^k^  away  tlie  brighteft  gem  from  the 
crown,  it  was  naatter  of  wonder  to  fee  it  fupportod  by  thofe^ 
wHo,  by  the  great  e«f^ployihen«  they  enjoyed,  feemed  un- 
der the  ftriftelt  obligation  to  take  care  of  the  Royal  Prero* 
gative.  That  therefore  there  muft  be  a  Secret  Meaning  in 
this  motion  i  but  for  his  own  part,  though  he  expeded 
nothing  from  the  croVn,  yet  he  would  never  give  his  vote 

•  for  lopping  off  fo' valuable  a  br^ich  of  the  prerogative,  be- 
<auie  this  would  pqt  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  crown  to 
reward  merit  and  virtiwus  aclions*'    To  this  the  eari  of 

tSunderland  anfwered,  ^  I'bat  though  the  number  o[  peen 
were  limited,  yet  the  crown  fttould*  fHill  be  the  fountain  of 
honour,  and  prcferye  its 'prerogative 'Of  creating  new  peers 

*  •    • 

'At- the  time  of  dehitfirgthrhiJl,     Atc^hHhotys  and  biAiops        z6 
^^      J     the  ftatc  of  the  •  pf  crs  was  as    Peers  ^f  Scodand      •— — ,     16 
'     follows: 


The  nrin^eoF  Wiih^  and  J      *  •     ♦ 
duke  of  York  —I    J    *    *      / 

'bukes    '    '^ •.  ez 


22D 


'bukes 

Earfs -r^'     »'    •  73  " 

VrTcounts      '               _  1^  * 

Barons     ■  ■"  ^  .  ,-.^—  68  " 


L 


•   ■ 
I  <  • 


' •-  •      <      . 


c    - 
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upon  the  extindion  of  old  titles  for  want  of  male  ifluo)  Geo.  L 
Which    happened    frequently;    and    that  thefe  extindions  1718-19. 
would  give  the  prince  on  the  throne  fufficient  opportunities  '  > 

Co  beftow  honours  upon  commoners  pf  diftinguifliing  merit 
and  abilities/  The  debate  being  adjourned  to  the  fecond  of 
March,  upon  that  day«  earl  Stanhope  delivered  to  a  full 
houie  the  following  mef&ge  from  the  king : 

George  R.' 

<  His  majefty  being  informed,  that  the  houfe  of  peers 
have  under  confideration  the  ftate  of  the  peerage  of  Great-  . 
Britain,  is  gracioufly  pleafed  to  acquaint  this  houfe,  that  he 
has  fo  much  at  heart  the  fettling  the  peerage  of  the  w^ole 
kingdom  upon  fuch  a  foundation,  as  may  fecure  the  freedom 
and  conflitutjon  of  parliaments  in  all  future  ages,  that  he  is 
willing,  that  his  prerogative  ftand  not  in  the  way  of  U)  great 
and  neceilary  a  work.' 

A  motion  being  made  for  an  addrefs*of  thanks  for  this 
ineflage,  the  earl  of  Nottingham  excepted  againft  it,  faying, . 
It  was  unufual  for  the  king  to  take  notice  of  any  thing  de- 
pending in  parliament,  before  the  fame  waa  laid  before  him 
in  a  parliamentary  way.  But  the  duke  of  Bucks  over-ruled 
this  oUe^on,  and  faid.  It  could  not  be  fuppofed,  that  the 
king  aione  ihould  be  ignorant  of  what  every  lK>dy  elfe  knew ; 
and  that  fince  his  majefty  was  pleafed,  for  the  good  of  his 
fubjeds,  to  futFer  his  prerogative  to  be  reftrained,  they  ought 
reaidily  to  accept,  and  thankfully  acknowledge,  fo  great  and 
fo  gracious  a  condefoeniion.  Upon  this  the  addrefs  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  debate  was  put  off  to  the  next  day ; 
*  when  the  earl  of  Sunderland,  in  a  long  fpeech,  ran  over  the 
feveral  changes  that  had  happened  in  the  peerage  fince  the 
reign  of  queen  Elizabeth  to  this  time;  urged  the  neceflity  of  ' 
limiting  the  number  of  peers;  and  propofed  the  duke  of  So- 
inerfet's  foheme  with  relation  both  to  the  Englifli  and  Scots 
peers.  Earl  Cowper,  in  anfwer  to  this  fpeech,  endeavoured 
to  ihew,  ^  That  what  was  intended  to  be  done  with  rela- 
tion to  the  Scots  peerage  was  a  manifeft  violation  of  the 
treaty  of  Union,  and  the  higheft  piece  of  injuftice ;  for  it 
was  no  leis  than  to  deprive  perfons  of  their  right  without  be- 
ing heard,  and  without  aiiy  pretence  of  forfeiture  on  their 
part  I  urging,  that  the  Scots  peers,  who  ihould  be  excluded 

R  4  from 
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Geo.  I.  fro***  ^^^  number  of  the  twenty-five  hereditary,  would  be  i* 
I7t8-XQ-  ^  worfe  condition  than  any  other  fubje^h,  (ince  they  would 
_  be  neither  electing  nor  elefted,  nor  reprefenting,  nor  rcprc- 

fented ;  which  could  not  fail  of  raifing  dangerous  difcontents 
anfiongft  them.  That,  befides,  it  would  be  a  breach  of  truft 
in  thole  who  reprefented  the  Scots  peerage  wholly  to  divcft 
their  principals  of  a  power,  with  which  they  had  intruded 
them  only  for  a  few  years :  And  therefore  he  was  of  opinion^ 
that  the  Scots  peers  ought  to  have  been  confuhed,  before 
any  ftcps  were  made  in  fo  nice  and  fo  important  an  affair/ 
Thefe  objedlions  were  anfwercd  by  the  earls  of  Sunderland, 
Stanhope,  and  Cadogan,  the  dukes  of  Bucks  and  Newcaftle, 
the  biihop  of  Glocefter,  and  fome  other  EngliQi  lords,  who 
were  fupported  bv  feveral  Scots  peers,  particularly  the  dukes 
of  Roxburgh  ana  Montrofe,  the  marquifs  of  Annandale,  and 
the  earl  of  Hay.  In  the  firil  place,  it  was  allcdged,  *  TTiat 
the  fettling  the  peerage,  in  the  manner  propofed,  was  rather 
a  benefit  than  a  difadvantage  to  the  Scots  peerage,  whofe 
reprefentatives  were  thereby  increafed  by  nine,  and  all  made 
hereditary ;  and  as  for  thofe  peers,  who,  for  the  prefent, 
would  be  excluded,  they  would  afterwards  have  a  chance  to 
come  in,  upon  failure  of  any  of  the  twenty-five  :  That  this 
regulation  could  not  be  looked  upon  as  a  violation  of  the 
'  Union,  two  things  only  being  made  unalterable  fundamen- 
tals of  that  con  trad.  Religion,  and  the  proportion  of  pub- 
lic Taxes :  That  the  conTulting  of  the  Scots  peers  in  this 
affair  would  be  altogether  improper  and  unparliamentary, 
and  attended  with  great  inconvcniencies.  The  earl  of  Hay 
in  particular  reprefented,  *  That  the  bringing  in  a  number  of 
peers  into  that  houfe,  by  eledlion,  was  certainly  derogatory 
to  the  dignity  of  that  auguff  affembly,  and  of  the  higheft 
tribunal  in  the  united  kingdoms:  And  therefbre  he  had  long 
before  wiihed  to  fee  this  defeft  in  the  Union  rediified,  and 
the  Scots  peers  freed  from  that  ignominious  mark  of  diftinc* 
tion,  which  made  them  be  looted  upon  as  dependant  on  the 
court  and  miniftry,  and  not  at  liberty  to  vote  like  the  other 
members,  for  the  good  and  intereft  of  their  country/  The 
^Tkvl  of  Nottingham,  the  lord  Townfhend,  and  fonie  other 
peers,  declared,  *  That  they  were  not  againft  the  fettling 
and  limiting  the  }>eeragc,  but  only  againft  the  doing  it  in 
Uich  a  manner,  as,  in  their  opinion,  was  unjuft,  ^nd  might 
Ve  attended  with  dangerous  confcquences/  But,  after  a 
lon»  debate,  refolutions  agreeable  to  the  duke  of  Somerfet's 

motioii 
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notion  were  agreed  to,  and  the  judges  were  ordered  to  pre-  Gea  L 
pare  and  bring  in  the  bill  (c).  I7i8«i9f 


(c)  The  reflations  about  the 
Scots  peers  were  thefe  fix : 

r.  That,  in  lieu  of  the  fixteen 
eledive  peers  to  fit  in  this  houfe 
on  the  part  of  Scotland,  twen- 
ty-five peers,  to  be  declared  l^ 
his  majefiy,  ihall  have  heredi- 
tary feats  in  parliament,  and  be 
the  peers  on  the  part  of  the 
peerage  of  Scotland. 

II.  That  fuch  twenty-five 
peers  fliall  be  declared  W  his 
majefty,  before  the  next  teffion 
of  parliament. 

IJI.  That  nine  of  the  iaid 
twenty-five  (hall  be  appointed 
bv  his  majeily  to  have  imme- 
diate right  to  fuch  hereditary 
Icats  in  parliament,  fubjefb  to 
the  qualifications  requifite  by 
the  laws  now  in  being. 

IV.  That  none  of  the  re- 
nainino^  fixteen,  fo  to  be  de- 


As 

(69  toties  ^uotiesy  as  often  as, 
any  fuch  failure  fhall  happen.  . 
Vl,  That  the  hereditary  rij^ht 
of  fitting  in  parliament,  which 
ihall  accrue  to  the  twentv-fivc 
peers  of  Scotland,  to  be  aecla- 
red  by  his  majefiy,  fhall  be  fo 
limited,  as  not  to  defcend  to 
females. 

The  refolutions  concerning 
the  Englifh  peers  (which  were 
agreed  to  the  next  day)  were 
thefe  five : 

I.  That  the  number  of  peers 
of  Great  Britain,  on  the  part  of 
England,  fiiall  not  be  inlarged, 
witnout  precedent  right,  beyond 
fix  above  what  they  are  at  pre* 
fent :  But,  as  any  of  the  faid 
prefent  peers>  or  fuch  fix  new 
peersy  in  cafe  they  be  created* 
fhall  fail,  their  number  may  be 


clared  By  his  majefly,  or  their  fupplied  by  new  creations  of 
heirs,  fiull  become  fitting  peers  commons,  natural  born  fub- 
of  the  parliament  of  Great  Bri-    je£b  of  this  kingdom,  and  fb» 


tain,  till  after  the  determination 
of  this  prefent  parliament,  ex- 
cept  fuch  as  are  of  the  number  of 
the  fixteen  peers  now  fitting  in 
parliament  on -the  part  of  Scot- 
land and  their  heirs. 


toties  quoties,  as  often  as  fuch 
failure  fhall  happen. 

If.  T^at  no  perfon  be  at  any 
time  hereafter  created  a  peer  by 
writ,  nor  any  peerage  granted 
by  patent  for  any  longei'  eilate 


V.  That  if  any  of  the  twen-  #than  for  the  erantee,  and  the 

ty-five  peers,  fo  to  be  declared  heirs  male  of  his  bodv. 

hy  his  majefty,  and  their  heirs.  III.  That  there  oe  not  any 

ihaU  fail,  fome  one  or  other  of  reitraint  on  the  crown  to  create 

the  ^rs  of  Scotland  fhall  be  any  of  the  princes  of  the  blood 

appointed   by  his  majefly,  his  peers  of  Great  Britain,    with 

heirs  and  fuccefibrs,  to  fucceed  right  to  fit  in  parliament, 

every  fuch  peers  fo  failing ;  and  IV.  That,  whenever  any  of 

every  peer  lb  appointed  fhall  be  the  lords  now  fitting  in  parlia** 

one  of^  the  peers  on  the  part  of  ment,  whofe  fons  have   been 

the  peerage  of  Scotland,  in  the  called  by  writ*  fhall  die,  then  it 

padiament  of  Great  Britain,  and  fhall  be  lawful  for  his  majefty, 

hia 
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Geo  I       A^  this  rfair  had  made  a  gfcat  noife,  and  alaraied  not 
I7l8*-ia.  only  the  generality  of  the  Scots  peers,  but  alfo  many  of  the 

^/ H  Enfelilh  commoners,  a  pamphlet,  faid  to  be  wrote  by  Mr. 

Benfon,  called  the  Plebeian,  was  publiflied  againft  the  bill, 
vthith  was  anfwered  by  Mr,  Addifon,  in  his  paper  called 
<  The  Old  Whig.'  In  thefc  papers,  the  chief  arguments, 
on  both  fides  of  Aat  important  queftlon,  are  largely  and  fuUy 

Th€  peerage     WhUft  the  pubHc  was  in  expcfbition  of  the  iflue  of  this 

fciUdioppcd.^^     ^  fadden  flop  was  put  to  all  fiirther  proceedings. 

Etrl  Stanhope,  when  the  bill  came  to  be  read  the  third  time, 

made  a  fpeech,  wherein  he  obferved,  •  That  this  bill  had 

made  a  great  noife,  and  raifed  ftrange  apprehenfions  :    And 

iince  tt^  defign  of  it  had"  been  fo  mifreprefented,  and  fo 

mifmiderftood,  that  it  was  like  to  meet  with  great  oppofition 

in  the  other  houfr,  he  thought  it  advifcable  to  let  the  matter 

lie  ftill  till  a  more  proper  opportunity.'    Upon  this,    the 

third  reading  was  put  ofF  a  fortnight,  by  which  means  the 

Thllart -  bill  was  dropped  for  this  feffion  :    For  the  king,  four  days 

IcXprc  after,  came  to  the  houfe  of  peers,  and  put  an  end  ro  the  fef- 

^^>       £kxn  with  the  following  fpeech,  which  the  lord  chancellor 

rtitLC.    read  to  both  houfes  : 

*«  My  lords  and  gentlemen, 

«  T  AM  now  come- to  put  an  end  to  this  feffion,  in  which 
<c  X  you  have  (hewn  many  great  and  feafonable  proofs  of 
«  your  duty  and  affeaion  to  my  perfon  ami  government, 
«*  and  of  your  care  for  the  fafety  and  welfare  of  your  fcllow- 
*'  fubjeSs. 

kiB  heirs'and  fuCceiTors,  to  ere-  afTui  ance  in  his  pocket  of  being 

ate*  peer  to  fupply  the  number  apeer,  as  foon  as  the  bill  paffes 

folcflencd  ^^'^  ^'"-^^^  ^^  fucceed,  which 

V    'Vhu  evei7  creation  of  a  God  fo;  liid,  that  honour,  which 

peer' hereafter  lo  ta  niude  coo-  is  to  be  the  rfvi'ard  of  fo  bafe  a 

*      irarv  CO  theil-  rcfj  uiiou>  ihali  be  treachery,  will  be  a  lafting  mark 

««»  and  void  to  aii  intents  and  of  infamy   to  t)ie    family  that 

r^^    '  bears  it,  whilft  any  nonon  of 

(d)  The  Plebeian  has  the  foT-  honour    remains  among   man- 

lowinecxpfcifions:  'Thcgrca-  kind.*         r  r         c. 

SmlSu^  civil  fodetv.  that        Mr^  Benfon  was  foon  after  re- 

ever  yet  appeared,  will  be  ibe  moved  from  his  poft of  furv^or- 

man  Vfuch  aoue  can  be  found,  general  ot  his  majefty  s  ^s, 

who'  foal)  contei^d  for  fnch  a  and  was  fuccceded  by  Sir  Tbo^ 

.bilU   ftouid  it  be  propofed  a-  mas  Hcwet. 
jDong  the  commons,  with  rfic  ^^ 
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**  By  the  bleffing  of  God  on  our  endeavours,  we  have  hi-  Qect*  !•• 
^'  therto  difappointed  the  ill  defigns  of « our  enemies,  who    1719* 
**  flattered  themfelves  with  fuccefs  from  our  unhappy  divi-  ■  * 

«  vrfions. 

**  We  perceive,  by  the  raft  and  wicked  counfels  which 
^  have  lately  prevailed  in  the  court  of  Spain,  and  the  def» 
**  perate  and  extravagant  projedls  of  one  ambitious  mw^ 
^  d^ough  not  capable  of  giving  fears  to  their  neighbours, 
**  may  occafion  to  them  ft^me  expencc  and  trouWe. 

**  That  c  -urt,  being  influenced  by  counfds  odious  and 
^  dcftruftivt  to  the  Spaniards,  who  find  themfdves  negld^ed 
*'  and  oppreffed,  after  having  endeavoured  to  foment  con- 
**  fpiracics  and  feditions,  both  hve  and  in  France,  and  fioop- 
**  cd  to  praftices  unufua!,  accompanied  by  manifeftoes  of  a 
^  ftifc  unheard  of  among  ^at  princes,  has  at  laft  proceeded 
^  to  acknowledge  the  pretender. 

**  As  this  news  has  given  great  fui^rife  to  all  Europe,  I 
**  qucftron  not,  but  it  will  be  received  by  every  good  Briton 
**  with  indignation  and  contempt. 

^  It  is  our  happinefs,  at  this  juncture,  to  find  ourfelves 
aififted  by  the  greateft  powers  in  Europe  againftan  enemy^ 
that  has  no  allies,  but  thofe,  who  would  betray  the  ^o« 
^  vemment,  under  which  they  live  and  are  prote6icd, 

**  Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 

-  **  I  thank  you  very  heartily  for  the  fupplies  you  have 
**  granted  me  this  year.  The  manner  in  which  you  have 
raifed  them,  without  any  new  burden  to  my  people,  the 
great  addition  you  have  made  to  the  fund  for  finking  the 
*<  deUs  of  the  nation,  the  difcharge  of  the  Exchequer  bills, 
^*  and  the  provifions  you  have  made  to  pay  whatsoever  re-  - 
*f  mains  juftly  due  to  foreign  ftates  and  princes,  are  the 
f«  fbongeft  proofs  of  your  wisdom,  as  well  as  of  your  zeal 
^*  for  niy  fcrvicc  and  the  good  of  your  country.  You  may 
f^.  oUerve,  1  have  hitherto  beep  very  cautious  of  making  ufe 
^  of  thefwwer  you  have  given  me,  to  increafe  our  forces  1^ 
*^  fea  and  land*  If  our  enemies  (hould  oblige  me  to  a 
««  groater  expence,  it  fliall  be  employed  for  your  fervice. 
^«  Tbis  18  what  the  truft  you  repofol  in  me  requires  at  my 
<<  hands,  and  what  I  owe  to  fo  dutiful  and  aiSedkinate  a 
^  houfe  of  commons. 


cc 
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1719*        ^^  My  lords  apd  geptlemeny 

*<  There  being  nothing  more  deiirable,  at  all  timeiy  tbaj» 
^^  a  firm  union  among  Pnoteftants,  I  refled  with  fatisfa£tion 
*^  upon  the  law  you  have  pafled  this  feffion,  which  will^  I 
*^  hope,  prove  effe<^ual  to  that  purpofe.  As  it  is  a  fignal 
<*  inftance  of  moderation  and  indulgence  in  our  eftablimed 
*<  Church,  (o  I  hope  it  will  beget  fuch  a  return  of  gratitude 
^  fi-om  all  Diflenting  Proteftants,  as  will  greatly  tend  to  her 
*<  honour  and  fecurity,  both  which  I  ihall  ever  have  near  at 
*«  heart, 

^  I  have  always  looked  upon  the  glory  of  a  foveretgn,  and 
^^  the  liberty  of  a  fubjedl,  as  infeparable  j  and  think  it  is  the 
^  peculiar  happinefs  of  a  Britifli  king  to  reign  over  a  free 
*'  people.  As  the  ^  civil  rights,  therefore,  and  privileges  of 
^  all  my  fubjeSs,  and  efpecially  of  my  two  houfes  of  par- 
^^  liament,  do  juftly  claim  my  moft  tender  concern ;  if  any  pro- 
^*  vifion  defigned  to  perpetuate  thefe  blefUngs  to  your  po-. 
*^  fterity  remains  imperfe^,  for  want  of  time,  during  this  le(^ 
^^  fion,  maturely  to  difcufs  and  fettle  matters  of  (b  great  im- 
V  portance,  I  promife  myfelf,  you  will  take  the  fim  oppor- 
*<  tunity  to  render  my  wiihes  for  your  happinefs  complete 
"  and  effe£lual,  and  to  ftrengthen  the  union,  which  is 
*•  of  fo  much  confequence  to  the  welfare  of  this  king- 
*'  dom. 

**  If  the  circumftarfces  of  my  aflPairs  fliall  allow  of  my  go- 
•*  ing  abroad  this  fummer,  I  fliall  take  the  fame  care  of  your 
♦*  interefts,  as  if  I  remained  here.  The  many  negotiations, 
*'  which  will  be  on  foot,  to  reftore  the  peace  of  the  North, 
^^  in  which  the  trade  and  tranquillity  of  this  kingdom  may 
•*  be  very  much  concerned,  will  mkke  my  prefcnce  there  of 
**  great  ufc  to  thefe  my  dominions.  And,  as  in  that  caie  I 
*'  defign,  by  the  Mefling  of  God,  to  meet  you  early  next 
«*  winter,  I  will  only  recommend  to  you  moft  earneftly^ 
**  that,  laying  afide  all  animofities,  you  would,  in  your  fc- 
"  veral  counties  and  ftations,  ufe  your  utmoft  endeavours  to 
*'  preferve  the  public  peace,  and  fee  a  due  exeeutipn  of  the 
«  iaws."  .     .•   . 

After  this  fpeech,  the  parliament  wa^  pmroguedlo  the 
T  9th  of  May;  and  afterwards,  by  feveral  prorogations,  to 
the  «3d  of  November  (e).  : 

Soon 

(e)  An  a6l  pafTed,  after  the  and  aldermen,  &c.  at  their  ad* 
reftonodoD,  obliging  all  mayors    miffion  into  offices,  to  fign  a  de- 

daratioii 
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Soon  after  the  prorogation,  the  king  declared  his  intention  Geo.  I. 
of  ffoing  to  Hanover,  and  appointed  for  lords  juftices,  in  his     lyig. 
abfenoe,  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbtuy,  lord  chancellor  Par-  ■  - 
ker,  die  dukes  of  Kincflon,  Argyle  (now  alfo  Greenwidi)  '^^  ^^ 
NewcafUe,  Bolton,  Marlborough,  and  Roxburgh,  the  earis  ^^^^^ 
ofSunderiand,  Berkly,  and  Stanhope,  and  fecretary  Craggy 
The  prince  and  princefs  of  Wales,  not  being  appointed  ro^ 
gentsj^  retired  into  the  county,  and  appeared  no  nx>re  till  the 
king's  departure,  a  few  da^s  after  whkh  they  came  to  Sc* 
James's  to  fee  ihe  young  pnncefies,  who  kept  a  levy  twice  a 
week  :   And  to  them  it  was,  that  the  lords  juftices,  and  a 
numerous  appearance  of  foreign  mioifters,    nobility,    and 
gentry,  made  their  compliments  on  the  king's  birth-day, 
who  was  entered  into  the  fixtieth  year  ofhis  age. 

As  the  king  thought  his  prefence  in  Germany  necefiary  to 
forward  the  many  negodations  that  were  on  foot,  he  iet  oult 
the  nth  of  May,  and,  after  a  fhort  pailage  of  fevenleen 
hours,  arriired  in  Holland.  With  the  kii^  embarked  ead 
Stanhope,  the  ducheis  of  Munfter  (now  duchefi  of  Kendal) 
and  the  lord  and  lady  Howe,  with  (bme  others.  The  king 
fiaid  two  days  at  Oinabrug,  and  came  to  Hei^hhaufeR  tfab 
iSdiofMay. 

The  death  of  the  king  of  Swedea  having  removed  the  He  naket 
•chief  obftacle  to  the  peace  of  the  North,  the  king  turned  his  p««witi^ 
thoughts  firfl  that  wav.    The  new  queen,   who  had  fuc-  '''^*"" 
ceedd.  her  brother,  Charles  XII,  as  well  as  the  whole  na- 
,  tioo,  were  defirous  of  peace  j   drained  of  men  and  monet, 
they  were  unable  to  make  war  :    Almoft  the  whole  army, 
.  fed  by  the  late  king  to  the  fatal  expedition  of  Norway,  ml- 
•  ferably  perifhed.    Sut  it  was  not  fufficient  to  give  peace  (o 
.Sweden,  it  was  necefiary  alfo  to  difarm  her  other  enemies, 
and  bound  their  pretenfions.     Thcfe  enemies  were  the  czar, 
^  and  the  kings  of  Denmark,  Pruffia,  and  Poland.  King  George, 
difpleafed  with  the  czar,  whom  he  fufpefted  of  having  en- 

.  claration  againft  *  The  Solemn  quieting  and  eftablifhing  Corpo- 
League  and  Covenant,'  on  a  rations/ 
confidcrablc  penalty.  As  this  The  iruftec?  of  the  forfeited 
a£l  was  ftill  in  force,  and  all  the  eftatcs  delivered  in  an  account 
nia^iftratcs  liable  to  the  penalty  .  of  the  value  of  the  eftates  ot  Pa- 
of  It,  bccaufe  the  declaration ,  pifls,  which  had,  in  purfuance 
had  been  univcrfally  ncgleacd,  of  an  aft,  for  that  purpofe, 
on  a  petition  of  the  lord  mayor  been  regiftercd  in  the  fevcral 
and  ald^men  of  London,  an-  coanties  of  En^»Iand,  amount- 
ad  pafled  this  fefiton  to  repeal  it,     ing  to  37  j,  284  L  15  s.  3  ^d. 


■ndcr  the  title  of  *  An  Adt  for 
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GockL  (torcd  tiito  aU  tHep-ojdSb  whidt  bad  hoor  fernuMl  iigamft 
.K7I9*  .hkiki  refolved.to  Iccqi  no  mesfuic<  witkr  him* .  He  bsgatt 
r  with  a  fiocere  racaiiciHatioir  with  Sweden,  then  enie^annwei 
ti^irfl^fLthekiiigaf  Qeainark^  andrlnduccithetirbadKcsld 
>  j^QCeeAwich  great: nUMkr^on^  to  acknowledge  bite  fori 
jped^atDfr  and  joint  .¥Rit(tbtav  ifnectiCnry,  tocoaopelthccziv 
ior  accept  of  equitabletaoiviitiDnv. .     '^ 

The  dukie  of  Orieans,  m  cpfKsrO  wMi  king  George,,  hai) 
.^erodhia  iriediaticmiia'Swcxkafara'rocQtidmuii^  dia^ 

ipmkot*    The  oiGsl-  wavacd^p^d^.^ndv'in  Jnfyy  a prcmfioti^ 
ilrfgty  wasfigned,.  by  which  a^aceTv^or.CD  be  concludkfcas 
fy^fli  ^  pofibl^  agrcBaA)le. tio  theiplaaV'^s^^  ferm  sensed 
,VlAi%  ^ith  the  diedfiatoiv    ThiB-.^fiar/pinfildiaHp  perCsnttni^ 
and,  in  Novemho*,  thaiiear.de  Bafiewiaz^  nunifler  «ir  Ue 
rBpilafinJc  majefly^  al  dukr  and  eled<>r  of  Brunfvtfcky  fi^ed 
jthf^'  p^aeei  wiui  the  phnipotciitiancs  oif  ^ixeen^  Ulrica. : 
r   JE^^  this  treatyv  Swodeiiigave  upifo^  everji.  ti^  the  ntfsA  and 
)tl«y^Oral  boitfr  o£  Hanover,  Aedhohib'dffirdnien  and^  Verv- 
'd«^i  TKitb  all  their-  lightsi  and  depettd]encibs,  occocding  to 
.thi&  treaty  of  Offaabnig;.  of  th^  93!  of  (Dl9»bdr,  1648,  by 
>^vi|t w  of  which  ihc  kin^coE  JSwedeiK.'bad  dn^oyed  them*    Oft 
the  other  hand,  the  eleSor  of  Hanover  engaged  tddorMUie* 
•^hi^new  fuh^fts  their  rights,  pril^ilegesv  effeds^-atitfre- 
)igion>  s  and  to  difcbarge  the  engagemqnts  of  hik  prcdecdBis 
.ia  thofe  duchiesw    Moceovei:,  he  obliged  hiitifelfttiipayt^ 
|k^  ^ueen  of  Swedoa-  &; millidin  of  ni^-doUaics,^  at-tvtoipv^ 
^nent^;  the:  firft  hefobe.die  figning  of  the  tMaty>;  tho^fecond, 
^fiye  or  &a  weeks  after  Ac  exchange  of  the  fatificattons.  '^-Be 
.eagag^  likewif?  totieoewv  both:  asking-  of  Great  BtStaht, 
and  eledor  of  Haaavor,  die  aliiaiioe»  iformeifty  qfls^UWhod 
with  his  predeccflbrs  and  the  kingdotiro^  Sweden.c'  lAttUfy, 
^  the  treaty  of  Weflphalia  was  renewird,^  witli;  a  re(enrati(Hi  «f 
<iei»aiiding  and  accepting  the  guacant^.of  due  emperofy  and, 
f^ccording  to  circumftances,  of  fome  other  powers.        •  •  - 
At  the  fame  time  the  lurd  Carteret,  ambafTador  plenipo- 
.  tentiary  of  Great  Britain  to  the  court  of  9vveden,  wa^  em- 
ployed to  negotiate  the  confirmation  of  this  treaty  off  peace, 
■  by.  an  alliance  between  the  two  crownsj  ftil!  under  the  me- 
-  diation  and  guaranty  of  France.     But  this  alliance  was  not 
'concluded  till  the  next  year,  as  will  be  related. 

Thefe  negotiations  with  rtie  queen  of  Sweden  were  not 
the  moft  difficult ;  ihe  readily  agrcied  to  a  peace,  and  coiq- 
fidered  it  as  th6  ground  of  hec  fafcty,  and  the  eud  of  her  nu- 
feries.  But  it  was  not  the  fame  either  with  the  king  of  Den- 
mark or  the  czar,  who  looked  upon  thcfe  negotiations  as  the 

ruiii 
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ruin  of  their  fchcmes,  and  an  obftacle  to  their  conquefts.  <jeo*  I. 
As  for  king  Auguftus,  he  entered  intirely  into  the  views  of    tjl^* 
the  king  ^  Great  Britain,  and  was  contented  wkh  being  ■ 

acknowledged  king  of  Poland  ;  he  did  not  even  require^  that 
the  interefts  of  his  competitor  fhould  be  abandoned;  and 
confented  that,  in  the  provifion^l  treaty,  the  queen  of  Swe- 
den fhould  referve  to  herfelf  the  liberty  of  demanding  foi  hto 
what  (he  fhould  think  proper.  '  ^  ^ 

The  king  of  Pruffia  was  a  little  ipore  difficult ;  but  he 
complied  at  laft,  and,  accepting  the  mediation  of  Gwat 
Britain,  granted  a  fufpeniion  of  arms  till;  the  conclofion  of 
the  peace. 

The  king  of  Denmark  had  made  gre;^t  preparations  for  sdi 
expedition  againfl  Swedqn,  which  he  was,  to.  e}(ecute  in  pes- 
fon  :  He  had  already  had  ibme  fucce/s,  ^t  of  a  fitfUei^  bfi 
defifted^  and,  confenting  to  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  fo^.fyc 
months,  accepted  of  the  mediation  of  France  aod- Great 
Britain,  and,  after  numberlefs  difputes,  gave  wajrto  iriiein- 
ibnces  of  the  mediators,  and  accepted  of  a  fiim  of  mon^y'fiy 
way  of  fatisfadion  for  the  conquefb,  which  he  was  obliged 
to  rcftore.  The  czar  was  the  only  prince,  who  wouW  nqt 
comply,  but  fent  his  fleet  to  die  Scheuron  or  Batfes 
of  Sweden,  where  twelve  or  fifteen  tboufand  Mufcovites 
landed,  and  made  a  dreadful  rav8^<  .The  Englifh  Aeet^ 
which,  under  Sir  John  Norris,  was  in  tbok  iS^s,  to  (uppoct 
the  negotiations,  bad  orders  to  treat  the  Ruffian  fleets  as^dr 
miral  Byng  had  done  that  of  Spain  ;  but  the  czar  recaUcd  hds 
fleet,  and  prevented  the  blow^  Thus  ftood  af&ifs  in  tks 
Norrh ;  it  is  time  now  to  fee  what  war  done  in  the  Moditep» 
ranean  this  fummer. 

Whilfl  admiral  Byng  and  the  viceroy  of  Naples  were  wart-  AfFainin 
ing  for  the  return  of  count  Hamilton,  whom  they  had  agreed  the  Medi- 
to  fend  to  Vienna,  to  reprefent  the  pofture  of  afFairsi  and  q"^^^ 
bring  back  the  final  refoiutions  of  that  court,  concerotng^the 
cperalioos  of  the  war,  the  admiral  failed  to  Port-Maboa  U> 
refit  bis  fquadron  (f).  : 

-Signer 


(f)  Captain  Matthews  being 
left  with  a  fquadron  at  Pcnia- 
inelia,  to  obicrve  rear-admiral 
Cam  mock,  and  hinder  his  efca- 
ping  out  of  Meffina  to  the  fouth- 
wardy  had  the  good  fbrtane  to 
run  one  of  them  aihore,  a  ihip 
of  ii;ity-four  guns,  called  the  St. 


RofeHa ;  anci  another  called  tfce 
St.  Pedro,  of  fixty  guns,  was-e^ft 
away  in  Tarento  bay.'-  (tarti- 
mock  himfelf,  endeavduriifi*  to 
get  a\vay  to  Spain  in  a  m»a31 
frigate  of  twenty-two  gwns,  sv^ 
chafed  the  6th  of  February- b^'*  a 
fhip  of  captain  Matthews',  fqua- 
dron. 
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Signor  Patinho  had  hitherto  refided  at  Meffina,  diredioi; 
the  Slhin  of  the  illand  for  the  iotereft  of  his  mafter  with 
great  prudence ',  but,  his  prefence  being  wanted  at  the  court 
Patinho  re-  of  Spain,  he  embarked  on  board  a  felucca,  on  the  i6th  of 
turiit  to  January  in  the  night,  and  put  to  fea,  attended  bv  two  gal- 
lies*  If  the  darkneis  had  continuied  an  hour  longer,  he 
rwould  have  undoubtedly  fallen  into  the  mouths  of  two  of 
the  Englifh  cruizers,  wnich  chaced  his  gallies  into  a  bay  near 
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drofit  and  efcaped  with  mock 
difficulty  in  his  boat  to  CaUnia, 
but  the  frigate  was  taken,  with 
all  his  effeds  and  papers,  a- 
mong  which  was  a  commiffion 
'fy>m  the  pretender,  appoinring 
him  admiral  of  the  white  fqua- 

droll. 

This  unhappy  man.wa?  a  na- 
-tive  of  Iieland,  and,  being  bred 
«p  at  (ca,  had  raifed  himfelf  to 
•thepoftofa  captatx^  and  ferved 
in  queen  Anne's  war,  with  no 
bad  charaacr.  But  affociacing 
himfclf  with  thofe  who  were  c- 
nemics  to  the  houfe  of  Hanover, 
and  becoming  obnoxious  to  the 
government,  on  the  acceiTion  of 
-that  fomily  to  the  crown,  he  a- 
bandoned  his  country,  and  en- 
tared  into  the  fervice  of  Spam, 
.where  he  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  a  rear-admiral,  and 
ferved  in  that  poft  in  the  expe- 
dition againft  Sicily.  He  had 
never  been  noted  to  want  cou- 
rage, but,  in  the  adion  of  Pa^ 
faro,  he  ran  away  among  the 
irft,  and  efcaped  to  Malta,  af- 
fording an  inftance,  how  much 
aconfaoufnefsof  guilt  and  dread 
of  puniihment  deprefs  the  heart 
ttiore  than  the  fear  of  an  enemy. 
He  was  ^  vain  boafHne  man, 
with  a  roving  unfcttlcu  head, 
Jlledwithauy  fchemes  and  pro- 
jeas,  without  any  judgment  or 
difcredon.  He  affured  fignor 
Patinho,  that  be  could  put  moft 


of  the  Engliih  fleet  into  his 
hands,  in  recompence  for  that 
which  he  had  loft ;  and,  in  that 
ienfelefs  confidence,  wrote  a  let- 
ter to  the  admiral,  to  lee  him 
know,  that  he  had  the  preten- 
der's commands  to  afTure  him, 
if  he  would  bring  over  the  great- 
eft  part  of  his  fleet  to  Meffina, 
or  to  any  port  in  Spain,  he 
would  create  him  duke  of  Albe- 
marle, with  a  royal  bounty  of 
one  hundred  thousand  pounos  to 
fupport  the  honour  and  dignity 
of  diat  rank ;  and  that  eveiy 
captain  fhould  have  ten  thou- 
fand  pounds,  and  the  (eamen 
a  gratuity  of  two  months  wages. 
That  fignor  Patinho  would  fin- 
tisfy  him  of  the  king  of  Spain's 
fecurity  for  the  performance  of 
this  agreement,  and  that  no- 
body elfe  but  the  dukes  of  Or« 
mond  and  Mar  were  in  the  ie- 
cret.  Whether  he  wrote  by  di- 
redion  or  not,  does  not  appear, 
but  the  letter  met  with  the  con- 
tempt itdeferved.  He  likewiie 
fent  another  letter  vo  captain 
Walton,  with  the  pronufe  of  a 
reward  of  ten  thouland  pounds, 
a  commiffion  of  admiral  of  the 
blue,  and  to  be  made  an  Emrlifli 
peer,  if  he  would  bring  his  mips 
into  Meffina,  which  the  honeft 
captain  brought  to  the  admiral, 
with  vehement  expreffions  of  ab- 
horrence and  indignation* 

Pa- 
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Palermo :  but  the  felucca  efcaped,  and  landed  him  in  Italy*  Geo.  !• 
from  whence  he  proceeded  to  Madrid,  and,  by  his  counfels     I7I9* 
and  induftry,    all  methods  were  ufed  for  fupporting  their   ^'    '/  '  '.' 
army  in  Sicily  with  recruits  of  men,  and  all  neceflaries  of 
war.     The  Venetians  and  Gcnoefe,  and  even  the  French 
confuls  in  the  ports  of  Italy,  notwithftanding  the  fevere  pro- 
hibitions of  the  regent,  were  corrupted  to  give  them  all  the 
affiftance  poffible^    and,  though  many  veflels  were  taken^ 
many  efcaped.      As  to  the  French,    admiral  Byng  found 
himielf  under  a  difficulty  how  to  treat  the  Ihips  of  a  nation* 
that  was  in  ftridt  alliance  with  England.     He  made  loud 
complaints  of  their  partiality,  till  at  laft  the  regent  gave  him 
leave  to  confifcate  all  thofe  he  met  with  in  the  fervice  of 
Spain,  which  put  fome  ftop  to  their  clandefline  proceed- 
ing (a). 

Admiral  Byng,  having  refitted  mod  of  his  fquadron  at 
Port'Mahon^  haAened  away  from  thence  with  four  men  of 


(a)  Mr.  Corbet  mentioDs  here. 
an  inftanee  or  two  of  the  unfair 
prance  of  other  nations  at  this 
time  upon  the  Engliih  trade, 
end  wnic&»  it  is  apprehended, 
will  sUways  be  the  cafe,  when- 
ever England  is  engaged  in  fo- 
reign wan.  The  admiral  hav- 
ing intelligence  from  Oeiioa, 
that  a'  privateer  of  twenty-fbar 
pnns  had  been  fitted  out  by 
Ffcnch  merchants  of  that  place, 
and  was  cruizing  with  a  Spanifh 
commiffion  oft  cape  Corfo, 
and  having  no  fmall.  frigates 
with  him,  be  converted  the  Loo 
lioipital  (hip  into  a  frigate,  and, 
putting  twenty  guns  and  one 
nundred  men  into  her,  fent  her 
vtader  the  command  of  captain 
Prothero,  in  qoeft  of  the  faid 
privateer.  The  captain  fortu- 
nately met  with  her  off  the 
inand  of  Capraia,  and  after  a 
fmart  engagement  took  her. 
She  had  one  hundred  and  thirty 
men,  moll  French,  of  whom 
fifty-fix  were  killed,  and  nine- 
teen wonnded,  with  the  lofs  only 
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of  twa  men  killed  in  the  Loo, 
and  four  wounded.  The  admi- 
ral dire^ed  the  prifoners  to  be 
fent  to  Thoulon,  and  delivered 
into  the  cuftody  of  the  inten- 
dant ;  and  he  wrote  to  the  En- 
gliih amba/Tador  at  Paris,  to  re- 
prefent  thofe  proceedings  to  the 
regent,  to  whofe  juftice  he  left 
the  prifoners.  Another  fhip  was 
fitted  out  at  Venice,  with  ^ivf 
guns,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty 
men,  all  Venetians,  .  except 
three  Spaniards,  and  eight  En- 
glifh ;  and  having  taken  a  Spa« 
nifhcommiiTion  at  Malta,  which 
fignor  Patinho  had  lodged  ther^ 
for  her,  (he  went  a  cruizing  on 
the  coafl  of  Spain.  The  admi- 
ral being  informed  of  it,  fent  the 
Orford  and  Rupert  after  her, 
the  latter  of  which,  meeting: 
with  her  oiF  Penifcola,  engaged 
and  took  her  by  boarding,  hav- 
ing killed  fixty-cne  men,  and 
wounded  twenty-nine,  with  the 
lofs  only  of  one  man  killed  ^d 
three  wounded. 

S  war 
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Geo.  I.  war  the  30th  of  March,  leaving  the  reft  to  foUow  him ;  an4 
17 19.    arrived  the  4th  of  April  at  Naples,  where  he  hoped  to  find 

■■  the  army  from  Hungary  arrived,  and  in  a  readLnefi  to  im- 

barkj  but,  contrary  to  his  expftations,  he  faw  every  thing 
in  extreme  backwardncfs,  partly  for  want  of  money.   * 

On  the  23d  of  April,  count  dc  Mercy  arrived  at  Naples 
from  Vienna,  to  take  upon  him  the  command  of  the  whote 
army.  He  was  a  native  of  Lorrain,  but  brought  up  in  the 
emperor's  fervice,  where  he  had  rifen  to  the  rank  of  general 
lof  the  horfe.  He  was  of  a  tall  graceful  prefence,  with  a 
very  foldier-like  appearance,  but  had  the  misfortune  of  bein^ 
Ihort-fighted,  almoft  to  purblindnefs.  He  had  great  ftrength 
of  body  and  mind,  and  was  Indefatigable  in  the  ufe  of  both^ 
when  neceffary.  He  was  full  of  fire,  and  his  cohverfation 
abounded  widi  wit  and  humour.  He  had  great  fkill  in 
courting  and  care/Ting  perfons,  when  he  wanted  to  gain  any 
point,  but,  at  other  times,  his  behaviour  difcovered  muck 
haughtinefs.  He  had  an  infatiable  thirft  for  glory,  which 
was  feconded  by  a  bold  and  mod  reibhite  temper,  always 
heading  his  troops  himfelf,  and  feemed  to  have  a  fort  of  paA 
fion  for  fighting.  He  was  feldom  in  any  aSion  but  he  was 
wounded,  and  was  not  efteemed  a  fortunate  officer.  He  de- 
fpifed  an  enemy  too  much,  was  impatient  for  engaging,  and 
had  the  character  of  not  caring  what  men  he  facrificed  to  ob- 
tain his  purpofe,  when  a  few  days  patience  might  perhaps 
have  fucceeded  as  well  without  it  s  which  opinion  made  the 
fokiiers  uneafy  under  him,  as  they  were  in  CQUtiaual  appnr 
henfions  of  being  led  to  the.fiaughtec.  Upon  the  wholes  as 
he  had  great  parts,  and  great  experience  of  fervioe,  he 
:muft  have  made  a  great  general  (as  he  was  a  complete  fin* 
gentleman)  if  he  had  had  a  cooler  temper,  or  couM  have 
commanded  it  better.  But,  with  all  his  faults,  he  was  cer* 
'tainly  in  the  fuperior  rank  of  men,  of  which  there  needs  no 
tetter  proof,  than  that  he  was  a  favourite  of  prince  Eugene. 
He  was  now  going  to  encounter  an  old  fchool-fellow  in  the 
marquifs  de  Ledc,  who  was  a  Fleming  by  birth,  auid  a  good 
general  under  a  quite  oppofite  character;  being  as  diment 
from  the  other  in  perfon,  as  he  was  in  temper.  He  wlb  of  a 
low  mifliapen  ftature,  not  afiable  nor  open  in  his  difpofition^ 
-but  much  efteemed  for  his  judgment  and  prudence,  and  Was 
of  great  military  experience  too.  He  was  as  cautious  and 
circumfpc£l,  as  the  other  was  bold  and  enterprifing  5  and,  in 
this  refped,  both  feemed  to  be  in  their  proper  employments, 
the  one  in  a  filuatioh  of  defence,  and  the  other  of  attack. 
It  was  thought,  that,  in  the  cburfe  of  this  war,  he  ilJFP^ 

fomo 


OF    ENGLAND.  275 

feme  opportunities,  which  the  overfight,   or  wants  of  the  Geo.  L 
Germans,  gave  him,  of  aiding  upon  them  to  advantage;     '7 '9' 
but  he  oonfidered,  that  he  was  in  a  country,  where  he  was  ■  ■     '    ^ 
fhut  up  from  receiving  any  conftderable  fupplies  of  men, 
while  the  enemy  poured  in  what  numbers  they  p]ea(ed,  and 
that  any  large  diminution  of  his  troops  might  endanger  the 
whole,  and  therefore  made  it  a  principal  point  to  preferve  his 
army  as  much  as  poifible,  and  with  the  advantage  of  the 
pafies,  and   the  al^<^ion  of  the  country  people,   to  difb-efs 
and  di£ible  his  adverfary,  which  he  eiFe^ed  with  much  (kill 
and  wiidom,  and  maintained  the  honour  of  the  arms  of  Spain 
with  great  reputation ;  and  at  laft,  when  the  Icing  his  mailer 
was  forced  by  the  weight  of  the  alliances  againft  him,  to  re«- 
linquifli  the  iflind,  he  brought  a  gallant  army  back  into 

Spun  or 

Whilft  the  troops  were  arriving,  and  the  veflels  to  tranf* 
port  them  were  getting  ready^  admiral  Byng  affifled  at  feveral 
conferences  with  the  viceroy  ^of  N^Ies  and  general  Mercy, 
about  the  intended  defcent  on  Sicily.  All  agreed,  that  Sy- 
xacuia  was  out  of  .the  way,  but  it  was  not  fo  eafy  to  deter^ 
mine,  whether  it  would  be  heft  to  land  at  Palermo,  or  near 
Melazzo.  Palermo  was  judged  fafeft,  and  would  not  only 
make  them  matters  of  the  capital  city,  but  alfo  of  the  fertile 
fToyince  of  Mazzara,  from  whence  they  might  eafily  draw 

(b)  The  city  of  Najdes  was  eafinefs  was  perceived  amongft 

at  ibis  tiaae  fall  of  general  of*  them,  that  die  viceroy,  being 

ioers,  and  perfens  of  high  qua-  apprehenfive  of  fome  ill  confe^ 

lity  suad  diftmdion,  and  aboun*  quences,   fent  count  Hamilton 

died  in  all  the  pleafures  of  that  to  the  admiral,  to  be?  he  would 

delightful  climate.    The  vice-  not  take  it  ill,  if  he  defired  hiiii 

roy  was  ftudious  of  making  the  to  retire,  not  knbwing  what  ef- 

place  agreeable  to  the  admiral,  £c6t  it  might  have  upon  the  po- 

as  modi  out  of  s^ftion  as  po-  palace,  n   they  ihould  take  it 

litenefe.     On  the  feftival  day  of  into  their  heads  to  attribute  the 

St.  Jamauins,  he  appointed  nim  failing   of  the  miracle  to  the 

a  box  fifsar  his  own,  to  behold  faint's  being  difpleafed   at  his 

that   famous  ceremony.      The  presence.     The  admiral  had  no 

Uood  continaed  long  without  fooner  quitted  his  box,  and  was 

Kqaefying,  at  die  approach  of  ftepptnginto  the  viceroy's  coach, 

the  head  of  the  faiat.     The  vaft  but  he  heard  a  prodigiotis  ihont 

concourfe  of  people  began  to  of,  *  e  facto,  e  fat  to,  it  is  done» 

fhcw  figns  of  concern  :    TbeV  *  it  is  done ;'  and  Aich  joy  and 

Mt  feu  ro  praybg,  afterwards  exultation    appeared    in   every 

proceeded  to  groans  and  laraen-  conntenancc,  as  if  they  had  been 

utjoiii ;  iM^  at  leng^,  faoh  a  delivered  from  fome  terrible  ca< 

conftiftd  miursuiiing   ajnd^  on*  laiaky. 

S  a  pxo- 
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Geo.  I.  provifions  and  necefTaries  for  the  fubfiftance  of  the  anfif.' 
I J 19.   But  Melazzo  was  mbft  expeditious,  as  it  would  prefs  the 

— — —  enemy  clofer,  and  bring  matters  more  quickly  to  a  dectfion  ; 
and  this  opinion  prevailed.  But,  when  they  came  to  exa- 
mine into  the  ftate  of  their  military  ftores,  tney  were  fo  defr- 
cicnt  in  a  train  of  artillery,  that  tne  admiral  yielded  to  fup- 
ply  them  with  cannon,  powder  and  ball,  from  the  Spa- 
ni(h  prizes,  rather  than  fufFer  time  to  be  loft  for  want 
thereof. 

XxpeiSition       All  things  being  at  length  got  readv,  the  army  imbarked, 

u  SicjJy.  confifting  of  ten  thoufand  foot,  and  tnrec  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred horfe,  all  choice  troops,  and  the  flower  of  thofc  that 
had  lately  ferved  vidorioufly  in  Hungary.  The  admiral 
failed  from  the  bay  of  Baiae,  the  lid  of  May,  N.  S.  with 
eight  men  of  war,  and  above  two  hundred  tranfports ;  and^ 
on  the  27th  in  the  evening,  arrived  before  Melazzo,  from 
whence  general  Zumjungen  came  off,  and  advifed  count  de 
Mercy  to  land  in  the  bay  of  Patti,  about  twenty  miles  weft- 
ward,  the  coafts  to  the  eaftward  being  all  guarded  by  the 
enemy.  Upon  this,  (b  good  a  difpontion  and  order  was 
made,  that,  the  next  morning  earlv,  all  the  foot  landed  in 
lefs  than  two  hours,  and  moft  of  tne  cavalry  by  three  in  the 
afternoon,  having  only  loft  two  horfes  in  the  voyage. 

Upon  the  landing  of  the  imperialifts,  the  marquifs  de 
Lede  decamped  with  precipitation,  and  matched,  without 
baiting,  to  Franca  Villa,  a  ftrong  poft,  thirty-two  mHes 
diftant  in  a  mountainous  country,  and  from  whence  three 
roads  led  to  Palermo,  Meflina,  and  Syracufa.  Count  dc 
Mercy  arrived,  by  eafy  marches,  at  Melazzo,  and  found  in 
the  Spanilh  camp  fome  cannon,  with  ammunition  and  uten- 
fils  of  war,  which  the  hafte  of  the  Spaniards  had  left  be- 
hind. 

Whilft  matters  Were  preparing  here  for  the  further  ope- 
rations of  the  army,  count  Seckendorf  was  detached .  with  a 
body  of  two  thoufand  five  hundred  foot,  and  one  hundred 
and  fifty  horfe,  to  reduce  the  iflands  of  Lipari  to  die  em- 
peror's obedience ;  which  he  cffefled,  after  fome  refiftance, 
in  four  days  time.  This  conqueft  was  abfolutely  neceflary 
to  keep  open  the  navigation  between  Naples  and  Sicily, 
which  had  been  difturbed  by  the  armed  vcflels  of  thofe 
iflands.  Lipari,  the  principal  ifland,  is  faid  to  contain  eight 
thoufand  inhabitants,  a  bold  people^  addided  to  pillage,  and 
the  beft  mariners  in  thofe  parts. 

It  was  novr  under  deliberation,  whether  the  ar.ny  fliould 
go  and  bcfiege  MeiTma^  m  follow  the  Spaniards,  who  were 

ftrongly 
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frongly  intFenchii^  themfelvcs  at  Franca  Villa.     Meiltna  Geo.  L. 
had  a  numerous  garrifon,  and  was  ivell  provided  for  a  long    1719^ 
ficgCy  which  might  wafte  away  the  fummer,  whilft  the  Spa-  ■  -u 

Diards  got  ii}  the  corn,  now  near  ripe,  and  kept  the  maga- 
zines of  the  iiland  in  thfir  pofleffion.  It  was  therefore  deter- 
mined to  n^ch  towards  the  enemy,  and  to  endeavour  to 
bring  them  to  a  baole.  The  hafty  retreat  they  had  made  from 
HfelazEo  animated  count  de  Mercy  fo  much,  that  he  did  not 
imagine  they  would  make  any  great  ftand  at  Franca  Villa, 
but  tb^t  be  4K>uld  trample  them  under  foot  (which  was  his 
exprc0ioii)  when  be  came  up  with  them.  The  way  to  the 
<nemy  kiy  through  a  barren  mountainous  country,  and  it. 
took  up  fo  much  tiine  to  get  together  a  few  mules  and  horfes 
fi>r  carriage  from  Calabria^  that  the  army  did  not  mo^  from 
Melazzo  till  the  17th  of  June,  N.  S.  amounting  to  about 
twenty-one  tbosfand  men.  They  fufFered  a  moil  painful 
oiarch  of  three  days,  through  wild  unknown  roads,  broken 
«p  and  rendered  almoft  unpafiable  by  the  enemy,  conduced 
by  fgnoiant  guides,  and  climbing  over  craggy  rocks  and  pre^- 
apicesy  the  loldiers  oppreiled  with  the  weight  of  their  ammu- 
nition, and  fix  days  bread,  which  they  carried,  befides  their 
^ms,  with  a  fiery  fun  burning  over  their  heads,  and  bar- 
railed  and  ailaultedall  along  the  heights  and  eminences  by  the 
armed  peafants  of  the  country,  mixed  with  fome  Spaniih  toot ; 
but  arriving,  the  loth  in  the  afternoon,  on  the  top  of  the 
mountain  of  Tre  Fontane,  they  difcovered  the  enemy  in^ 
camped  below,  in  the  valley  of  Franca  Villa.  At  the  fight 
of  their  camp,  a  fhout  of  joy  ran  through  the  v/hole  army, 
in  hopes  of  coming  to  a  decifive  a<^ion,  which  feemed  to 
promiie  favourably  to  them,  it  not  being  imagined,  that  the . 
enemy  could  poft  themfelves  in  a  bottom,  with  fo  much  ad- 
vantagie  againft  an  army  defcending  from  higher  ground  upon 
them« 

The  fituation  of  the  Spanifh  camp  was  in  this  manner. 
The  rapid  river  Cantara,  whofe  banks  are  of  a  deep  quick 
rock,  from  fix  to  eight  feet  perpendicularly  deep,  and  runs 
through  the  valley  of  Franca  Villa,  was  in  their  front.  Their 
left  was  on  the  riling  grounds  about  FranCa  Villa  (the  town 
lying  behind  in  their  center)  and  extended  to  a  high  moun-> 
tain,  where  they  had  placed  fome  armed  peafants,  and  a  few 
foot.  On  the  other  fide  of  the  river  (but  joined  by  a  bridge 
to  the  town  of  Franca  Villa]  wa$  a  fteep  rock,  with  a  c6n« 
vent  of  Capuchins  upon  iL  Here  they  placed  five  battalions 
of  their  beft  troops,  in  as  many  rows  of  intrenchments  cut 
into  the  rock,  one  above  the  other  ^^  and  at  thp  point  of  the 
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Geo*  I.  iDck  was  a  finall  battery  of  two  pieces  of  cannon  of  tbrea 
J719.     pounders.     On  their  right  they  had  carried  on  a  fortsficatknt 

—  of  large  ftones,  like  a  wall,  all  cteng  the  river,  as  far  as  a* 

high  rocky  hill,  which  had  a  convent  on  the  top,  as  advan-* 
tageoufly  fortified,  as  that  of  the  Capuchins  ;  and,  cWc  be- 
hind the  hill,  the  ftecp  river  Caftiglione  runs  into  the  Caa«* 
tara,  by  means  of  whofe  confluence,  and  the  neighbouriA^ 
mountains  being  guarded  by  armed  peafants,  the  Spaniardsf 
were  fecure  from  any  danger  in  their  rear.  It  was  uafoftu* 
nate  to  the  Germans,  that  not  one  deferter,  nor  even  a  pea- 
fant  of  the  cotintry  (who  were  all  up  in  arms  in  favour  of  die 
Spaniards)  came  over  to  give  them  tiie  lead  infbnnation)  fb 
that  they  knew  little  of  the  ftrength  and  advantage  of  the 
enemies  poft,  till  they  came  to  a£tion,  and  were  wi^n  muf^ 
ket-fhot  of  their  trenches. 

The  battle       Count  de  Mercy  made  a  dilpofition  ffk  attacking  the 

vJir"^*  enemy  that  evening  at  three  different  [rfaces.  He  detached 
all  the  iirft  line  of  foot,  confifting  of  fixteen  battalions  and 
twenty-  three  companies  of  grenadiers,  with  thrc«  hundfed  Huf- 
fers,  under  the  command  of  general  Zumjungen,  to  an  ad- 
joining hill  on  the  left.  He  had  under  him  the  Keutenant^ 
fenerals  Waliis,  Wachtcndonck,  and  the  prince  of  HoUleim 
Jpon  that  hill  general  Zumjungen  was  to  feparate  hts  men 
in  two  bodies,  the  one  under  the  command  of  Wallk,  eon- 
,  fifting  of  eight  battalions  and  eleven  companies  of  grenadiers, 
being  to  defcend  on  the  right,  whilfl  Zumjungen  did  the 
fame  on  the  left  with  eight  battalions,  twelve  companies  of 
grenadiers,  and  the  Hufl^rs.  All  the  horfe  and  fecond  line 
of  foot,  this  confiding  of  twelve  battalions  under  lieutenant- 
general  Seckendorf,  and  the  horfe  under  lieutenant-general 
count  d*Eck,  confifling  of  thirty-five  (iitiadroiis,  including 
three  companies  of  horfergrenadiens,  and  as  maay  carabi- 
neers, were  at  the  fame  time  to  defcend  from  the  mountain 
of  Tre  Fontane,  and  join  the  other  bodies  below.  Before 
all  this  could  be  effcifted,  night  came  on,  which  obliged 
them  to  put'ofF  the  attack  till  the  next  mornmg ;  and  at 
break  of  day  the  fecond  line  of  foot  being  got  down,  and 
meeting  with  ten  or  twelve  fquadrons  of  the  enemy  in  the 
valley,  they  obliged  them,  as  they  advanced,  to  retire  to- 
wards their  intrenchments.  When  the  army  was  ijot  down 
to  the  places  appointed  in  the  valley,  count  de  Mercy  per- 
ceiving that  the  enemy  pofllefled  feveral  confiderable  pofts  on 
a  bill  to  his  right,  from  whence  they' would  flank  him  in  his 
aftack,  he  ordered  lieutenant-general  Seckendorf,  and  the 
prince  of  HeUe  Cafiel,  with  fix  battalions^  to  endeavour  to 
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diflodge  them  from  thence,  and  then  to  defcend  and  rqoin  Geo.  I* 
the  army  in  the  general  attack,  which  the  generals  Zumiun-ii,  1719* 
M0  and  Wallis  were  ordered  to  defer  till  they  faw  Secken-  " 

dorf  engaged^  and  defcending  towards  them.  The  hill  he* 
ing  very  fteep  and  difficult,  and  the  enemy  being  very  ad- 
vantageouily  pofled,  Seckendorf  was  obliged  to  make  many 
windings,  which  took  up  much  time  to  get  up  to  them.  In 
the  mean  while  the  enemy,  feeing  that  detachment,  fent 
mere  foot  ditther,  which  made  count  de  Mercy  flrengthen 
him  with  four  battalions  more  s  fo  that  it  was  four  in  the  af- 
ternoon before  they  all  arrived  on  the  top  of  the  mountain* 
Seckendorf)  having  his  ten  battalions  together,  drove  the 
ctiemy  down  firom  thence  to  their  intrenchments ;  and,  if 
night  bad  not  come  on  too  ibon,  it  was  thought  he  would 
lave  been  able  to  have  forced  his  wav  into  their  lines,  which 
at  that  place  were  weakeft,  and  moft  eafy  to  be  penetrated. 
At  the  fame  time  four  companies  of  grenadiers  of  Wallis's 
body  attacked  a  poft  of  the  enemy  on  the  back  of  the  fame  . 
hilly  and  drove  them  thence,  whilftthereftof  the  grenadiers 
(being  feven  companies)  fuftained  by  the  battalions  of  the 
fame  body,  and  the  renment  of  dragoons  of  Anipach,  at- 
tacked a  fmall  intrenchment,  which  the  enemy  had  made 
^^cwk  the  valley,  and,  having  carried  it,  they  advanced  on 
towards  the  rock  of  the  Capuchins,  which  they  attacked 
about  fix  in  the  evening,  being  reinforced  by  two  battalions 
of  LeiFelholtz,  which  count  Mercy  had  drawn  from  the  left 
to  fuftain  them.  Here  was  very  warm  and  bloody  work^ 
the  Germans  bemg  expofed  to  a  continual  fire  from  the  feve* 
j»l  trenches  of  the  enemy  on  the  fides  of  the  rock.  During 
this  attack,  count  d'Eck,  with  the  carabineers  and  horfe- 

Jrenadiers,  followed  by  the  regiments  of  horfe  of  Liege^ 
lanaver,  and  Portugal,  traverfed  the  valley  within  half 
imifket-fliot  of  the  enemy,  and  placed  himfelf  to  the  left  of 
2Uimfungen9  the  plain  there  appearing  large  enough  for  the 
horfe  to  ad,  and  to  fuflain  Zumjungen's  attack,  and  pene- 
trate with  him  into  the  enemy's  intrenchments.  But  this 
aaotion  of  the  horfe,  croffing  Zumjung^n  in  hb  march,  did 
very  much  retard  his  attack,  fo  that  it  was  late  before  he  at- 
tacked three  caffines,  which  flood  near  the  river,  within 
eighty  paces  of  the  enemy's  lines,  which  he  took,  not  with- 
out lofs  of  men.  Here  the  prince  of  Hotftcin  was  mortally 
yfounded,  and,  being  left  on  the  field  of  battle,  he  fent  to 
the  marquis  de  Lede,  who  caufed  him  to  be  carried  into 
Franca  Villa,  where  he  died  three  days  after.  While  Zunijun- 
gen  was'difpofing  his  troops  to  attack  die  intrenchments^  by^ 
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Geo.  I.  the  way  of  a  mill,  which  lay  on  the  river  oppofite  to  the  cat- 
1719  fines,  he  perceived  the  Hdlian  battalions  on  his  right  fol- 
lowed by  miftake  the  two  battalions  of  Leffelholtz  to  the 
rock  of  the  Capuchins,  which  difappointed  his  defign,  for  it 
was  night  before  they  returned.  Count  de  Mercy  animated 
his  troops  cvery-where  by  his  prefence  and  example, 
beading  himfelf  the  two  battalions  of  Leffelholtz,  at  the 
attack  of  the  Capuchins,  and,  after  having  one  horfe  killed 
under  him,  and  two  difabled,  he  was  at  lafl  himfelf  dange- 
roufly  wounded  in  the  reins  with  a  mufket-ball.  Night  co- 
ming on,  put  an  end  to  the  a<5lion,  and  left  things  undecided, 
except  that  the  Germans  maintained  fome  fmall  pofts  they 
had  gained,  which  ferved  to  ftraiten  the  enemy  in  their 
camp.  In  this  a£(ion  the  Germans  had  eight  hundred  and 
forty-lix  men  killed,  and  two  thoufand  four  hundred  and 
forty-nine  wounded ;  amongft  the  latter,  admiral  Byng's  fe- 
cond  fon  very  dangeroufly,  who  ferved  as  a  volunteer.  The 
Spaniards  had  one  thoufand  five  hundred  killed  or  wounded. 

Count  de  Mercy,  having  withdrawn  his  wounded  men  in 
the  night,  ranged  his  army  in  order  to  renew  the  attack  next 
morning ;  but,  the  adion  of  the  day  before  having  convinced 
the  other  generals  of  the  ftrong  fituation  of  the  enemy,  and 
perceiving  the  foldiers  extremely  difpirited  and  dejeded  with 
their  hardfhips  and  ill  iuccefs,  they,  with  much  difficulty, 
prevailed  upon  him  not  to  perfift  in  that  refolution,  but,  by 
extending  to  the  left,  endeavour  to  cut  off  the  enemy  from 
Meffina,  and  open  a  communication  with  the  Englim  con- 
voy, which  (according  to  agreement)  was  to  rendezvous  in 
Schifo-Bay  near  Taormina,  a  fea-port  town,  about  three 
hours  diflant  from  Franca  Villa,  with  the  tranfports  laden 
with  provifions,  ammunition,  baggage,  and  other  necefla- 
rics,  which  the  army  flood  in  extreme  need  of.  Here  was 
a  contingency  of  great  hazard  and  danger,  which  gave  the 
Germans  much  fear  and  uneafmefs.  For  it  might  have  hap- 
pened, that  the  winds  had  hindered  the  convoy  from  pafling 
through  the  Faro.  Or,  if  they  fhould  have  gained  their 
pafTage  into  Schifo  Bay,  Taormina  and  all  that  coaft  was 
poffeffed  by  the  enemy,  and  it  was  poiTible,  that  the  ihips 
might  not  be  able  to  open  a  communication  with  the  (hore : 
Or  flill,  if  both  theie  points  fucceeded,  the  eftablifhing  a 
correfpondence  betwen  the  fea  and  the  camp,  through  an 
hoflile  country,  was  another  work  of  hazard  and  difficulty  i 
and  a  dirappointment,  in  any  one  of  them,  was  the  inevita* 
ble  ruin  of  the  whole  army,  who  faw  themfelves  near  the 
end  of  their  proviiions,  without  any  other  poiEbilit^  of  ge^^ 
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tihg  more.  But  they  were  foon  delivered  from  their  fears,  Geo*  L 
by  hearing,  that  the  convoy  was  fafely  arrived  in  Schiib-Bay ;  lyiQ* 
that  the  failors  had  taken  and  deftroycd  a  fmall  fort  of  two  ' 

guns,  which  had  endeavoured  to  moleft  their  anchoring  ;  and 
that  the  guns  of  the  men  of  war  had  difperfed  a  body  of  troops 
which  the  marquifs  de  Spinola  had  fent  from  Meffina  to  the 
fea-ftde  to  opppfe  them.     IJpon  this  reviving  news,  count 
de  Mercy  fent  general  Wachtcndonck,  with  three  thonfand 
feet  and  five  hundred  horfe,  down  to  encamp  at  the  fea-fide, 
where  the  fhips  lay  at  anchor,  and  ordered  the  roads,  which 
were  hardly  paflable,  to  be  repaired,  under  the  diredion  of . 
etigmeer-gencral  Schmettau  i   and,  having  got  fome  field- 
pieces  from  the  fhips  up  to  the  camp,  he  greatly  annoyed  the 
enemy,  who  lay  beneath  him.     This  communication  was 
too  important  for  the  nmrquifs  de  Lede  not  to  endeavour  to 
interrupt  it ;  and,  amongft  many  fkirmiflies  that  daily  hap- 
pened, a  party  of  (even  hundred  Spanifh  horfe  fell  in  with  the 
bread-waggons  and  mules,  that  were  returning  from  the  fea- 
iide,  laden  with  provifious  for  the  camp,  and  guarded  only 
by  three  hundred  horfe.     The  defence,  which  the  Germans 
Blade,   was  reckoned  a  gallant  adion.     A  fmall  party  of 
Amit,  that  happened  to  be  in  the  neighbourhood,  hearing  the 
life,  and  prefently  coming  up,  they  put  the  Spaniards  to  flighty 
and  oonduAed  the  waggons  and  mules  iafe  to  their  camp. 

When  count  Mercy  parted  from  admiral  Byng  at  Me- 
I9ZZO,  to  go  in  queft  of  the  Spanifh  army,  it  was  the  admi- 
ral's defign  to  return  to  Naples,  and  put  things  there  in  mo- 
tion for  an  intended  expedition  to  Sardinia,  which  the  duke 
cf  Savoy  had  much  at  heart,  and  was  no  lefs  prefled  by  the 
courts  of  England  and  France.     But  reicQing  within  him- 
ielf,  that  the  impetuous  temper  of  the  German  general,  and 
the  contempt  he  faw  he  had  of  the  enemy,  might  poffibly 
bring  about  (bme  occafions,  that  would  want  his  afliflance, 
be  tarried  a  few  days  on  the  coafl,  in  uneafy  expedation  of 
the  news  of  the  fuccefs  of  their  march  from  Melazzo.     The 
armed   peafants  had  cut  off  all  communication   between 
Franca  Villa  and  Melaizo  s  fb  that  the  firfl  mifdoubt  he  en- 
tertained, that  things  had  not  gone  well,  was  from  hearing 
the  guns  firing  at  Meflina  and  at  the  Faro,  and  feeine  great 
illuminations  along  the  coaft.    Soon  after  he  faw  the  Neapo- 
politan  gallies  rowing  out  of  the  Faro,  and  their  general  gave 
him  an  imperfeA  account  of  the  a£tion,  but  enough  to  fatisfy 
him,  that  it  had  not  been  fortunate ;  upon  which  he  imme<- 
diately  embarked  two  battalions  from  the  garrifon  of  Melazzo, 
end  about' a  thoufand  recruits,  who  were  juft  arrived  there, 
and  fbot  tbem^  the  fame  day)  under  a  convoy,  through  the 
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Geo.  I.  Faro  to  Schifo-Bay.  In  the  evening  be  received  letters  fronr 
iji^   count  de  Mercy >   informing  him  of  the  particidars  of  the 

1.-.^ • —  whole  adion,  with  the  great  difficulties  he  laboured  undcr^ 

and  uncertainty  what  to  do ;  earnefUy  prefling  bim  to  come 
to  the  camp,  that  they  might  confer  and  confuk  together. 
Upon  this,  the  admiral  fent  his  firft  captain 'with  his  own 
ihip  and  two  others  to  Naples,  bv  whom  he  fent  a  letiei  to 
the  viceroy^  giving  his  opinion,  that  all  thoughts  of  ao  expe* 
dition  to  oardinia  ihould  be  laid  aAde  for  the  prefent^  and  the 
troops,  which  could  be  fpared  from  his  government,  fenl 
immediately  into  Sicily,  till  whofe  arrivsd  all  things  there 
would  be  at  a  ibnd  i  and  ^hat  he  bad  fent  his  officers  and 
ibips  to  promote  that  fervice.  He  then  embarked  on  board 
the  general  of  the  gallies,  laying  afide  the  ceremony  of  his 
{!ag  and  chara^r,  and,  in  his  way  to  Schifo,  count  de  Lig- 
jieviUe  came  to  him  in  a  felucca,  bringing  frefli  letters  from 
count  dc  Mercy,  which  expreilcd  his  great  impatience  to  fee 
him.  Being  landed  at  Schifo,  general  Wachtendonck  re- 
newed the  fame  intreaties,  wliich  the  admiral's  zeal  did  not 
want ;  who,  accepting  that  general's  horfes,  and  forgetting 
lor  a  while  his  own  itation  and  element,  fet  out  under  a 
itrong  efcort,  attended  by  captain  Matthews  and  his  MeSt 
fon,  and  pafling  through  roads  flrewed  with  dead  bodies  of 
men  and  horfes,  tliat  had  fallen  in  {kirmifbes  the  day  before» 
between  the  fea-fide  and  the  camp,  he  alighted  at  count 
de  Mercy's  tent  in  the  evening,  where  a  guard  of  grenadiers 
being  drawn  out  for  his  reception,  one  of  them  was  (hot 
tjirough  the  head  by  a  mu(ket-baU  from  the  enemy's  canpi, 
at  the  door  of  his  tent,  and  fell  down  dead  at  hns  feet.  He 
found  the  general  very  weak  and  faint  with  his  wound,  the 
ball  fill)  remaining  in  his  reins  ^  but  as  he  had  a  niagnaoh- 
mity  offpirlt  fuperiorto  his  cohditnn,  it  did  not  hiiKkr  them 
from  entering  inp  converfation^on  the  melancholy  fituation 
of  their  affairs^.  The  eeneral  ^  made  great  complaints  of 
Zumjungcn,  to  whofe  flowneis  in.  marching,  and  cooHng  fj 
late  mto  adlion,  h.e  attributed  his  ill  fuccefs.  He  faid,  he 
himfelf  was  Aill  of  opinion  to  make  another  attack  npoA  the 
enemy,  ptber  than  decamp  and  retire ;  but  that  his  ofieen 
in  general  were  againfi  it ;  and  in  that  cafe  he  faw  nothing 
left  for  them  to  do,  but  to  go  down,  and  join  the  forces  at 
the  fea-(ide,  and.  march  into  the  country  about  Catanea  and 
3yracufa,  for  thejr  better  fubfiftance.  That  he  had  wrote 
for  two  battalions  of  Savoyards  to  be  fent  to  him  from  Syra-* 
cufa,  which,  with  the  troops  the  admiral  had  fent  from  Me^ 
la^zoj  would  jrepaiir  hi^  loii^  of  men.i  hut  that  the  lo6  of  his 

flfeeis 
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frflicers  war  irretrievable ;  for,  befides  many  killed,  tconfi-  Geo.  L 
^<icnibk  nvdiber  of  the  beft  and  princ]{)al  were  wounded,  and     1719. 
incapabte  of  prefentfcrvice/    After  many  propofitions  and  ■  ■ 

febedies.  ftarted  and  dtleufied  between  them,  without  any 
being  concluded  on,  the  count  defired  the  admiral  to  flay  in 
the  camp  that  night,  to  be  prefent  at  a  confultation  of  gene* 
inl  officers  next  morning.  The  converfation  being  ended, 
the  admiral  went  to  fee  his  fon,  who  (as  was  mentioned 
bdbte)  was  wounded  in  the  action,  and  whom  he  found 
langui&ing  in  his  cent,  in  a  way  that  gave  very  little  hopes 
of  bis  recovery,  not  fb  much  from  the'  malignity  of  the 
wound  (though  that  was  in  a  dangerous  part)  as  from  the 
unfldlfulnels  of  thofe,  who  attended  him,  the  German  army 
being  very  ill  provided  with  furgeons  and  medicines  (c). 

Such  an  univerfal  deje£)ion  had  reigned  throughout  the 
army,  ion  account  of  the  ill  fuccefs  of  the  late  adion,  and  for 
tli6  lofe  and  difability  of  fo  many  brave  officers,  and  they  had 
fiich  continue  apprehenfions,  that  the  fiery  temper  of  their 
genera)  would  order  them  on  another  attack,  that  their  joy 
cto  the  arrival  of  the  admiral  was  inexpreffible.  They  looked 
00  him  as  their  deliverer,  who  alone,  they  thought,  could 
extricate  them  from  their  prefent  difficulties  and  misfortunes^ 
and  influent  their  general  with  cool  and  prudent  counfels* 
Iti  the  morning  early  he  vifited  general  Zumjungen,  the  fe- 
tStmd  perfon  in  the  army,  whofe  fedate  deliberate  temper  had 

(c)  Mr.  Corbet  obferves  here,  and  attend  him.    It  was  a  mo- 

Jk  may  be  wondered  that  the.  viag  ^^edacle  to  the  adniral, 

emperor  is  fo  well  (erved  in  the  to  meet  with  great  numbers  of 

couri^e  of  his  troop8»  when  fo  poor  wretches  in  his  way  up  to 

little  care  is  generally  taken  of  the  camp,  fome  endeavouring^ 

their  prefervation  in  accidents  of  with  the  fupport  of  their  wives 

wounds  or  ficknefs.     Surgeons  or  comrades,  to  crawl  down  to 

and  medicines  are  few  and  bad  the  fea-Ade,  in  order  to  get  a 

in  their  armies,  and  there  is  lit*  paf&ge  over  to  the  hofpital  at 

de  difference    between    being  keggfo ;  others,  unable  to  go 

wounded  and  kilJed  in  adion,  on  from  pain  or  feintnefs,  fal-» 

^gicept  that  of  a  lingering  or  a  ling  down  on  the  earth,  and  left 

ioddea  death.    Alter  the  battle  to  die  there.    This  is  a  great 

of  Franca  Villa,   the  wounded  blemilh  of  their  fervice,   and 

joen  were  laid  on  the  ground,  gives  a  handle  to  the  maxim 

with  their  anununition-l^ead  fet .  which  their  .'enemies  would  fix 

tly  them,  and  left  expofed  to  the  on  them»^  that  they  account  it 

fun  and  fortune.    The  general  cheaper  to  get  a  man  than  cure 

himfelf  had  Only  his  own  Valet  one,  and  fo  eivethemfelves  lit« 

deChambre  to  orefs  his  wound,  tie  concern  ror  his  recovery. 

procured 
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Geo.  L  procured  him  great  efleem  and  coafidence  among  thefcA^i 
17 19.    diery.     He  complained  much  <  of  the  genend's  4am  iinpsk^ 

tm  ■  tience,  in  not  giving  time  to  all  the  troops  to  cc^ne  up i 
which  if  he  had  done,  and  had- delayed  the  attack  tiU  next 
morning,  they  would  have  had  the  whole  day  before  tbem^ 
have  judged  better  of  the  meafures  for  carrying  it  on>  which 
would  then  have  been.difpofed  in  another  manner,  and  with 
more  reafonable  expectation  of  fuccefs ;  and  that  this  was  not 
his  own  fitigle  opinion,  but  that  of  all  the  other  officers. 
He  bewailed  the  little  regard  the  general  gave  to  the  advice 
of  his  officers ;  and  intreaced  him  to  opfK>re  any  overture  he 
might  make  at  the  confultation  for  another  attack,  which 
he  feared  was  not  out  of  his  head,  and  that  he  (the 
admiral)    only   had    credit  eiK>ugh  to  dilTuade  him  from 


H/ 


•  The  principal  officers  of  the  army  being  met  in  the  gene- 
ral's tent,  the  firft  point  he  put  in  queftion  was.  Whether 
the  enemy  (hould  be  attacked  again  i   The  officers  keeping  a 
long  filence,  and  directing  their  looks  to  the  admiral,  he  ad* 
dre&d  his  fpeech  to  the  general,  wherein  he  ^  reminded  him< 
0f  the  warning  he  had  formerly  given  him,  not  to  defp*fe  tboi 
<;i)emy,  whofe  numbers  and  refolution  he  now  experienced  to* 
be  otberwife  than  what  he  expeded.     He  faid,  that  he  had. 
viewed  the  fituationof  the  enemy's  camp,  the  night  before  $. 
and,  though  he  did  not  pretend  to  much  judgt^nt  in'thct 
operations  of  land-fervice,  yet  it  feenied  to  his  plain  under- 
fianding,  that  for  one  army  to  attack  another  equal  in  num- 
ber, under  the  fhelter  of  firong  and  almoft  impregnable  in- 
crenchments,  was  rather  an  undertaking  of  defpair  thandif-' 
€:retton,    and  could  not  be  attended  with  any  reafonable 
hopes  of  fuccefs.'    All  the  other  officers  declaring  thcmfelves 
of  the  fame  opinion,  that  queftion  was  laid  aiide.    It  came 
next  under  deliberation.  What  the  army  was  to  do  ?    The 
general's  opinion  was,  '  That  it  was  insufficient  for  a  ipeedy 
<x>nque{l  of  the  ifland,  in  regard  the  enemy  had  ias  numeious 
an  army,  with  all  the  ftrong- holds  and  magazines  in  their 
poiTeffion,    and  the  affedion  of  the  people  on  -  their  iide.- 
That,  as  they  could  not  continue  where  tbey  were,  it  was. 
his  opinion  they  (hould  march  into  the  fertile  country  about 
Cutanea,  and  endeavour  to  make  themfelves  matters  of  Au« 
guRa  i  or  elfe  canton  themfelves  about  Syracufa  for  their 
better  rubfiflancc,  till  new  and  effe£tual  iupplies  of  troops 
were  fent  from  Germany.'    To  this  the  admiral   replied^ 
^  That  he  was  fo  much  of  his  opinion,  (hat  they  wanted  a 
further  reinforcement  of  men,  that,  upon  the  brft  news  of 
I  tho 
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fhe  ai  fucceg  of  the  battle,  he  had  wrote  to  the  viceroy  of  Geo.  L 
Naples  his  fentiments  accordingly :    That  indeed  the  courts     ^7^9- 
of  London  and  Paris  did  earneSly  prefs  the  carrying  on  the  •  " 

entfrprife  againft  Sardinia  ^  but,  when  they  ihould  come  to 
be  informed  of  the  ftate  of  affairs,  they  would  probably  con?? 
fent  to  have  the  army,  deiigned  for  that  expedition,  pa(s  fi^ft 
into  Sicily,  which,  as  things  ftood,  he  thought  the  neareft 
way  to  the  conqueft  of  both  ifland^.     That,  after  his  de<^ 
parture  from  them,  be  would  immediately  go  to  Naples,,  and 
labour  that  point  with  the  proper  courts,  with  all  the  ear* 
neftnefs  and  application  polfible.     That,  as  to  their  march- 
ing  in  the  mean  time  into  the  country  about  Catanea  fop 
fubfiftance,  he  apprehended  it  would  give  the  world  a  worftt 
opinion  of  the  late  aidton  than  it  deferved,  and  make  it  be 
concluded,  that  they  liad  been  defeated  and  difabled  ;  which 
"Would  blemifh  the  credit  of  their  arms,  and  give  too  much    ' 
fpirtt  to  the  enemy,  and  to  the  Sicilians  in  their  intereft; 
That,  being  now  joined  by  the  recruits  he- had  fent  them,  and 
battalions  from  Syracufa  being  daily  expeded,  they  would  be 
in  a  condition  to  ad  ofFenfively,  and  advance  the  emperor's 
affairs ;  That  Augufla  was  oilt  of  the  way,  and  not  worth 
their  attention  ;  and  delaying  their  time  there  was  drawing 
the  war  int6  unneccflary  length ;  but  that  the  way  was  open 
to  Meffina,  the  befteging  of  which  city  would  fupport  the 
charader  of  thei^  arm^  and  the  taking  of  it  make  the  rc- 
du£Uon  of  the  reft  of  the  ifland  eafy.     That,  as  to  what  re- 
garded the  fleet,  the  expfcrieftce  of  the  laft  winter  in  keeping 
cwo  fquadrons,  onfe  within,  the  other  without  the  Faro,  to 
block  up  the  fliips  in  Meffina,  and  fecure  the  paflage  of  the 
provifions,  which  the  army  at  Melazzo  drew  from  Calabl-ia 
«nd  Apulia,  had  determined  him'  never  to  hazard  again  the 
dcftniftion  of  his  mafkr's  fcips  on  a  fea-fervice  of  fuch  evi- 
dent danger  in  that  tempefiuous  feafon,  without  having  a 
port  to  flielter  or  befriend  him.     That  the  redu<ftion  of  Mef- 
fina was  their  mutual  intereft,  as  his  fliips  would  then  clean 
there,  and  be  more  at  hand  to  affift  them  j  and,  the  caufe  of 
the  blockade  being  removed,  he  Ihould  be  able  to  fend  a  de* 
tsichment  to  cruize  on  the  coafts  of  Spain,   which  would 
itraiten  the  enemy,  and  obftruft  their  fending  fuccours  into 
Sicily/    This  remonftrance  had  the  weight  it  deferved,  and 
^ot  only  convinced,  but  gave  great  fatisfaflion  to  the  general 
and  his  affioersj  efpecially  after  his  removing  an  objettion  of 
itheir  being  in  want  of  cannon  for  battery,  by  agreeing  to 
fparc  them  out  of  the  Spanifli  prizes  twcnty-feven  cannon  of 
4wcnty-four  pounders,  twelve  of  eighteepi  and  as  many  of 

iVt'dvc 
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Geo.  I.  twelve  pounders  ;  wkh  a  proportionable  quantity  of  powdcl^ 

17 19.     and  ba]l,  to  inabk  tiiem  to  begin  the  £^9  and  proimfing  to 

^'  ibIUcit  ftrongly  at  Naples  for  remitting  to  the  army  all  things 

nece&ry  for  carrying  on  that  important  feryice  with  fuc^v 

cds. 

.The  conference  being  over»  the  admiral  took  bis  leaire« 
the  general  apd  all  his  officers  expreffing  the  greateft  efteem 
and  affedion  for  him  at  their  parting*  and,  being  efcorted 
down  to  the  water-flde,  he  imjbarked  in  the  neareft  man  4>f 
war,  and,  without  regard  to  his  own  dignity  of  moving  at 
the  head  of  a  fleet,  failed  away  with  4wo  mip$  only,  and 
after  an  impatient  pafiage  of  eleven  days^  a  tin^  tedious  to 
a  mind  adtiveand  chained  with  important  affairs,  he  arrived 
at  Naples,  where  the  iim.  thing  he  be^rijl,  with  great  fiirpril^ 
and  concern,  was,  that  his  friend  count  Dapn  was  removed 
from  the  government,  and  departed  for  Vienna,  though  hii 
time  was  ndt  expired,  and  that  count  de  Gallaa  wa^  come 
thither  in  his  room.  The  difplacing  at  that  jun£^ure  a  n)an 
fo  ejkperienced  in  military  affairs  was  a  ft^  very  inconve* 
iiient  to  the  emperor's  intereft,  and  an  unbappy  effect  of 
court  fa<Etion  i  for,  t•ho^gb  the  new  viceroy  wa^  a  pian  of 
undoubted  worth  and  honour,  and  h^d  Alftainfd  thie  chsura^r 
of  ambaflador  at  the  courts  of  Englaod  and  J^fim^^  with  prdr 
per  dignity  and  magnifioence,  and  in  <}Mter  tipo^  might 
'  have  filled  his  government  with  great  Atffici^fdcy  and  applaufe^ 
yet,  not  being  bred  a  foldier,  it  was  rvH  to  be  ^xfo^fii  be 
could  fo  readily  comprehend  the  fpringa  of  motion  in  armies^ 
or  forefee  every  provifion  necei&ry  Tor  military  operationsy 
the  timely  fupplies  of  which  are  the  iMreft  Ibundaiions  of  fuc« 
eels  in  war. 

After  the  iirft  civilities,  the  admira],  ^ferilig  into  OQBr 
ferences  with  the  viceroy,  painted  out  to  hiki)  ia  very  lively 
colours  the  ftate  of  t)ie  imperial  army: in  Sicily,  <  where  the 
event  of  things,  he  faid.  Had  not  aniwered  the  fangwie 
hopes  they  had  flattered  themfelves  with,  on  their  landing  oa 
that  ifland ;  chat,  inftead  of  trampling  over  the  enemy^  tbejr 
bad  received  fuch  a  fliock  themfelv^,  as  very  much  huolUed 
their  ipirits  and  expectations,  and  had  been  (b  far  fran  ma^ 
JLlng  impreflion  on  an  army  favoused  and  afltAed  by  the  na- 
tives, that  they  were  reduced  to  think  of  their  own  preier- 
'vation,  being  entangled  among  barren  mountain^,  depending 
on  a  precarious  fubfiflance  from  the  fea,  and  io  a  country 
where  every  man  they  faw  was  their  enemy ;  and  finally^ 
that,  without  a  reintorcement  equal  to  another  army,  the 
conqucft  of  that  kingdom  was  impradicabk^'    The  aanira}, 

having 
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ing  proceeded  thus  far,  was  cautious  of  touching  on  the  Geo.  L 
army  that  lay  in  the  Milancfc,  defigned  for  Sardinia;  for,  by  *7I9- 
the  lail  letters,  the  courts  of  England,  France,  and  Turin,  '  ■* 

vrcrc  ftill  very  prefling  for  that  expedition :  But  he  demanded 
of  the  viceroy.  Whether  the  emjieror  had  any  confiderable 
number  of  tnoo^s  in  Italy,  befidcs  thofe  defigned  for  Sar- 
dinia ?  To  which  he  replying,  he  believed  not,  the  admiral 
aficed.  Whether,  if  thofe  troopsf  defigned  for  Sardinia  were 
immedurtely  lent  over  to  Sicily,  they  could  ibon  be  replaced 
by  other  troops  from  Germany,  to  go  on  that  expedition  ? 
which  the  viceroy  doubting,  he  then  fpoke  out  his  opimon 
plainly,  ^  That  the  expedition  tq  Sardinia  ought  to  be  feu4 
idide  for  the  prefent :  That  the  carrying  on  both  undertakings 
together  would  end  in  the  failure  of  both ;-  and  that  the 
Ihorteft  way  of  getting  both'iflands  was  by  conquering  one 
firft/  The  viceroy  replied,  'That  the  propofrtion  was 
k  much  for  his  inairer*s  intereft,  that  his  concurrence  with 
it  was  not  to  be  doubted,  but  that  he  feared  he  vras  not  at 
liberty  to  divert  thofe  troops^  without  the  confent  of  the  other 
courts  in  alliance ;  and  prayed  the  admiral  to  make  die  pro^ 
per  reprefentations  thereupon  to  them,  as  he  would  do  him- 
fclf  to  the  emperor/  The  conference  beihjg  over,  the  cotmt 
de  Ligneville,  whom  countde Mercy  had  fent  with  the  bA* 
niiral  to  Naples,  was  dii^afched  away  to  Vienna,  with  in« 
flrudKons  fb  lay  before  tbat  court  the  ftate  of  their  affairs  ill 
Sicily,  and  the  meafores  propofed  for  retrieving  them. 

Naples  feemtd  to  be,  at  this  time,  the  center  of'  afl^irs  in 
EuiDpe.  All  the  powers  in  the  quadruple  alliance,  as  welt 
as  thofe  who  had  any  concerns  with  them,  had  minifkr^ 
therej  to  watch  over  their  rcjpeftivc  intcrcils,  and  drew 
their  meafures  from  information  of  what  pafied  there.  The 
admiral  went  to  the  viceroy  to  vifit  the  marquifs  de  Breiile9 
the  king  of  Sardinia's  miniiler ;  and  fhewtng  him  the  "Vftzk 
condition  of  the  imperial  arms  in  Sicily,  and  that  the  expe^ 
dient  of  fending  the  troops  defigned  far  SatcKnta  thither  witi 
the  efled  of  invincible  neccffity,  and  not  a  pretence  for  pofl* 
poninghis  matter's  ilifereft,  which  the  cotkrts  of  Englstnd 
and  France  had  as  much  at  heart  as  thofe  of  the  emperor^ 
he  convinced  that  miniftehcf  thef  reafbnaWchefs  of  the  m^a- 
fiire,  whO)  at  bisrequeff,  reprefented  the'quatter  in  a  true 
Kght  to  his ^own. court,,  and  obtained  htsmaifter's concur- 
rence. 

Diiring-the  admiral's  ftajrat  Naples,  dieOrafton  brmighi 
in  two  Genoefe  fhip$,  wbicb  Ae  had  talcen  off  Palermo,  wttK 
fix  hundred  Synf$  xecruits  pn  board  fbf  the  Spanifh  army; 

who 
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Geo.  L  who  were  committed  prifoners  to  the  caftlesr.     The  Lenoat 
17 19.    ran  a  third  a-fhore,  with  about  two  hundred  more  fbldicrs, 

■■         — and  burnt  her,  but  moll  of  the  men  efcaped. 

There  being  nothing  more  to  do  at  Naples,  till  the  fen- 
timents  of  the  feveral  courts  were  known,  upon  the  propofed 
alteration  of  meafures,  the  admiral  determined,  in  the  mean 
time,  to  pafs  over  again  into  Sicily,  hoping  to  find  the  army 
^  before  Mcflina,  in  which  cafe  his  alliftance  would  be  want- 
ing* He  had  then  a  flrong  feveriih  diforder  hanging  oa 
him,  which  had  reduced  him  to  a  very  low  condition  ^  a  little 
reft  feemed  neceflary  for  his  recovery ;  but  his  heart  was  with 
the  army,  and  his  health  had  no  part  in  his  thoughts. 
The  viceroy  too  was  ill  in  bed  of  a  fever;  they  were  deurous 
of  feeing  each  other  before  the  admiral  departed,  having 
iome  necefTary  points  to  fettle  together.  The  admiral,  fcarce 
able  to  ftand,  was  carried  to  the  viceroy's  bed-fide,  where 
being  feated,  th^y  could  do  little  more  than  give  broken  and 
imperfect  hints  to  each  other  of  what  their  minds  laboured 
with,  and  were  foon  obliged  to  put  an  end  to  a  conference, 
wherein  the  wcakneis  of  their  bodies  did  not  fecond  the  zeal 
of  their  hearts  for  the  public.  The  admiral  complimented 
the  viceroy  with  as  many  of  the  Swifs  prifoners,  as  would  be 
neceflary  to  exchange  what  Germans  were  prifoners  in  Sicily; 
and,  taking  a  final  leave  of  him,  imbarked  for  that  ifland. 
The  viceroy  died  two  days  after^  wfaofe  ficknefs  the  Italians 
attributed  to  his  travelling  through  the  Campania  of  Rome  in 
the  dog-days,  which  they  efteemed  &tal.  His  death  threw  the 
affairs  of  that  kingdom  into  great  confufion^  the  collateral 
council  alFuming  the  government,  and  the  military- power 
refufing  to  obey  their  ocdeis,  which  proved  no  fmall  difler« 
yice  and  retardment  to  the  affairs  in  Sicily. 

During  the  admiral's  abfence,  count  de  Mercy,  being 
ftruck  blind  with  an  apopledic  fit,  was  obliged  to  quit  the 
camp,  and  pafs  over  to  Reggio  fgr  advice,  leaving  the  com* 
uiand  of  the  army  to  general  Ziimjungen.  General  Wach* 
tendonck  bad  taken  by  ftratagem  the  town  of  Taormina,  a 
ftrohg  pafs  in  the  way  to  Meilina,  upon  which  encourage- 
ment Zumjungen  bsoke  up  from  Franca  Villa  with  his  army^ 
on  tl^e  17th  of  July,  without  any  moleftation  from  the  ene« 
my,  and  forcing  the  ftrong  pafles  of  Alexis  and  la  Sceletta* 
y^ith  lefs  oppofition  than  was  expeded»  after  a  painful  march 
through  a  mountainous  country  and  exceffive  heats,  but,  aA 
lifted  by  the  tranfgort-veflels  co^fling  along,  with  the  pro- 
vifions,  artillery,  and  heavy  baggage,  he  fat  down  the  aoth» 
before  Mei&na>  in  which  the  aiemy  had  three  thoufand  men, 

wndc^ 
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tinker  the  comipaajid  o/  thp  marqiurs  de  Spinda^  an  o&cet  of  O^o.  L 
g^at  repiuation^  aad  well  furhubed  with  proviTions  and  all  ^jjfxi^  . 
neceflaries  for  a  Ipng  find  bb^inate  defence*  In  the  mean  " 
time,  count  de  Merc^^.  bqrniog  with  impatience  to  lie  idl^ 
at  lUg^9  notwithft^dkig  the  anguish  of  \m  woqnd^  afi4 
the  fuci^eoaV  not  bqing.at)([e  to  get  the  ball  out  of  his  bod^^ 
as  iboa  i^^c^er  he  began  to  fee  a  little  with  oneeyex  returned 
|x>  the  camp  before  MeiTina.  /Fhe, admiral,  after  a  pailage  of 
five  days,,  anchored  the- ftSth,  ofF  the  point  of  the  Farof 
and,  bcbg  too  wqidc  to  gcr  .ojut  of  his  (hip,  fent  bis  iird  cvfH 
tain  a'i)it)re  to  the  g^nqral^  tot  acquaint  him  wi^h  hi.£  prof 
ceeding^  ^t  Naples ;,  a|>d  karning,  that  he  was  in.  great  wai)| 
of  pofvdpry  fen^t  hiin-^  coofideirableTuppIy* 
\  The  jmj^eri^ifts  havrng  talcen  the  ca((le  of  Gonis^^ 
yjthi^E  2aads  on  st  hill  ov.er  tjie  city  ;>  and  the  \\a£lion  of  th# 
towo'9  called  SecretOf.  having  a  conliderable  breach  made  in 
|t,  and  tbie.  governor  laying  withdrawn  his  troops  from  the 
tow9  into  the  citadel^ 'the  ^nate  of  Mefiina.  fent  outdqputie^ 
tacapf^uJ^te.upoAj  articles;  but  the  general  defiring  toknow 
whethot  he  was  t:o  treat  with  th^m  as  fubjeSs  of  the  emperoi^ 
or  af) enemies ;  if, as  thefo^mer^  he  bid' them  open  thegatesy 
and  receive  .his  troops^  and  be  would  interpofe  his  good  06- 
fice^  With  the'emperor  in  their  favour;  but^  if  he.  was  to  trea€ 
with;t^fm  as  eneifniesy;  they  were  tp  get  the  be^;  terms  th^jf 
coMid  £pr  tbepiTelves ; .  and.  he  gave  themjeav;^  to  go  baqje 
into 'th^  towl^  to  con^der  widi  their  prinppais  about  ify 
They  returned  ^the  fymt  qveniqg,  jind  told  the  ge^eral^.  tba( 
the  next  n^nmg,  a$  fooo  as  i%  was  day,  tbey .  would  opej^ 
the  gaotesjt  and  rely  on  tKa  .empefbr's  clemency  5  anil  accord^ 
ing^  the  troops  marched  on  the  8th  of  AMguft^  N«  S«  an4 
took  pofleffion.  .        ; 

The  city  being  takem  the  admiral  Wded  feme  Engliiflb 
glTjOiadiers^,  who  pook  the  tower  of  the  Faro ;  which  opening 
^  p^fl^^  fof  his  ihipS)  he  came  to  an  anchor  in  Paradi(f 
Koac}^;  whicl^  the  officers  of  the  Spanifla  mep  of  war  is  tbc 
MoJe perceiving,  and  defpairing  now  of  getting,  out  to  fe% 
they  tmbent  their  fails,  and  unrigged  their  fhips^  expeSing 
i^bdx  fate  with  that  of  the  citadcL  This  gave  the  admiral 
great-^afey  and  inabled  him  to  employ  Oi^ips  on  Other  fer^ 
ViceSy  which  bad  long  attended   the  blocking  up  of  that 

port*.  .,  *  '    ^ 

It  came  ncpw  to  be  matter  of  debate^  what- was  to  be  done? 

with  tjwfe  liips,  when  the  citadel  fliould  be  taken,  and  the/ 

fall  into  their  hands.     Si.^iior  Scarampi,^  general  c^  the  kiliT 

of  Sardinia's  gaUics,  flrft  ftartcd  the  quellion,  and  claimed 

'  Vol.  XIX.  .  T  Ihof 
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Geo.  I.  the  two  beft  of  fixty  and  fixty-four  guns, .  new  ihips^  which 
ijtg*    had  belonged  to  his  mailer,  and  were  ieized  by  the  Spai- 

II  niards  in  me  port  of  Palermo.    He  grounded  his  right  on  a 

convention  made  at  Vienna,  the  29th  of  December,  xyiS, 
in  which  it  was  faid,  <  That  as  to  the  ihips  beIon|in£  to  the 
king  of  Sardinia,  if  they  be  taken  in  port,  they  mall  be  re- 
ftored  to  him :  But  that  this  (hall  be  referred  to  admiral 
Byng  to  anfwer/  To  this  the  admiral  replied,  *  That,  this 
convention  having  been  only  a  ground-work  for  another  to 
be  made  at  Naples,  he  could  be  dmStcd  by  none  but  tbat» 
which  was  made  in  confequence  thereof  in  April,  171^,  be- 
tween the  viceroy  of  Naples,  the  marquifi  de  Breille  minifier 
of  Sardinia,  ana  himfelf,  in  which  no  mention  is  made  of 
thofe  (hips  i  and,  as  to  the  reference  to  his  opinion,  he  did 
Iteely  declare,  he  could  not  think  the  king  of  Sardinia  had 
any  uiadow  of  title  to  them :  That  they  1^  been  taken  b/ 
the  enemy,. and  were  now  fitted  out,  and  armed  at  their  ex* 
pence,  and  under  their  colours :  That  thev  would  put  out  to 
fea,  if  he  did  not  hinder  them,  and  atUcx  all  Endiih  ihipt 
they  met  with ;  and,  if  flron|er,  take  them ;  fo  that  he 
could  not  confider  them  in  any  Tight,  than  what  they  were^ 
the  flitps  of  an  enemy.'  Count  de  Mercy  put  in  his  daim 
for  the  emperor,  alledging,  ^  Th^t  as  thofe  fhips  would  be 
found  within  the  port  of  a  town  taken  by  his  mafter's  arms* 
according  to  the  right  of  nations,  they  belonged  to  him.' 
The  admiral  replied,  <  That  it  v^as  owing  to  his  keeping 
two  fquadrons  on  purpofe,  and  at  a  great  hazard,  to  watch 
and  obferve  thefe  fhips,  that  they  were  now  confined  within 
the  port,  which  if  he  was  to  withdraw,  they  would  flill  be 
TsUe  to  go  to  fca,  and  he  fhould  have  a  chance  of  meeting 
with  and  taking  them/  But  reflecting  afterwards  with  him* 
felf,  that  poffiUy  the  garrifon  might  capitulate  for  the  &fe  rc« 
turn  of  thofe  fhips  into  Spain,  which  he  determined  never  to 
fufFer:  That,  on  the  other  band,  the  right  of  poffeffioa 
might  breed  an  inconvenient  difpute  among  the  princes  con* 
cerned ;  and  if  it  fhould  prove,  that  they  did  not  belong  to 
England,  it  were  better  they  belonged  to  no*body ;  he  pn>- 
pofed  to  count  de  Mercy,  to  fet  up  a  battery  and  deftroy  them 
as  they  lay  in  the  bafon ;  who  urging,  that  he  had  no  orders 
concerning  thofe  fhips,  and  mun  write  to  Vienna  for  in« 
ftrufUons  about  it,  the  admiral  replied  with  fome  warmth, 
that  he  could  not  want  a  power  to  defboy  every  thing  thai 
belonged  to  the  enemy,  and  infifled  on  it  with  fuch  firmnels, 
that  the  general,  being  concerned  in  interefl  not  to  carry 
:Biatters  to  a  difagreement,  caufcd  a  battery  to  be  crefica, 

oot« 
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iibtwithftanding  the  prOteftations  of  Scarampi, .  whicli  m .  t  Geo.  L 
littk  time  funk  and  dcftroyed  them,  and  completed  U^  rUin    1^19^ 
cf  die  naval  power  of  Spain.  ■■  ■■" 

In  five  dajrs  after  the  taking  of  the  eity,  the  imperialiits 
obliged  the  cafUes  of  Caftellazzo  and  MatagriiFone  to  fur-^ 
render;  and,  being  thus  become  matters  or  alt  the  caflles 
and  eminencies  about  the  city^  they  apph'ed  tfaemfelves  to  thtf 
fiege  of  the  citadel,  tvhere,  from  the  ftrength  of  the  place^ 
the  numerous  and  well-provided  garrifbn,  and  the  great 
reputation  of  the  governor,  they  were  fare  to  meet  With 
a  very  warm  and  vigorous  reAftance,  stnd  the  more,  as  the 
Germans  were  ill  provided  with  neccflarles  for  fuch  an  un^  . 
dertaking. 

On  the  i3th  of  Auguft,  N.  S.  the  count  de  Lfgneville  itr-"/ 
rived  in  the  camp  from  Vienna,  with  the  good  news  of  the 
cm^ror*s  having  diipatched  orders  to  the  governor  of  Milan 
to  (end  his  troops,  which  lay  in  the  \lilaiier<f,  and  were 
defigned  for  Sardinia,  down  to  Vadb,  in  order  to  be  tranf^ 
ported  into  Sicily.  He  brought  a  gracious  letter  from  the 
emperor  to  the  admiral,  Wherein  he  fignified  to  Urn  *  bis 
a^probatiofi  of  a  pr^e£t,  that  was  the  effcH  of  his  zeal  and 
aflivity^  the  fktisfiEiaion  he  had  in  his  wife  condud,  and  for 
Ifis  love  and  attachment  to  his  imperial  perfon  and  auguil 
houfe ;  and  on  all  occafions  he  (hould  give  him  marks  of  hid 
afiedion  and  efteem,  and  of  his  good  reniembrance  of  the 
lervices  he  had  done  him/ 

,  The  tranfportation  of  the  troops  from  denoa  t&  SicUf 
tras  a  fervice  of  fuch  Moment,  and  dlfpatch  in  it  fo  neceflaiTf 
diat  the  admiral  determined  to  conduct  that  affair  himfeffji 
wcU  knowing  from  his  experience  of  the  flownefs  of  the  Ger-* 
ifians  in  all  their  undertakings,  how  much  his  weight  and 
credit  were  neceflary  to^ive  their  motions  that  <)ukknei3 
Whidi  their  afiaixn  required  ;  and  havirig  intimated  his  refo- 
lution  to  count  de  Mercy  of  paffing  over  to  Naples,  and  from 
thence  to  Genoa  for  that  pufpofej  he  prayed  the  admiral  to 
reprefent  plainly  his  wants  to  the  government  of  Naples, 
iVhicfa  no-body  knew  6r  underftdod  better  than  himfelf ;  and 
giving  him  a  lift  of  what  particulars  he  wanted,  added  jo« 
cofely,  <  That  as  the  ft6ge  was  a  child  of  bis  own  b^ctting^ 
he  ought  to  nurfe  it,  as  well  for  his  own  fake,  as  for  the 
common  intered/ 

The  admiral  failed  the  i6tb  of  Aiiguft,  N.  S.  and  «- 
diored  the  23d  before  Naples^  where  the  cardinal  de  Schrot^ 
trnbach  was  newly  arrived  by  fea  froip  Rome  in  quality  of.  - 
viceroy.    The  next  day  the  admiral  Went  19  tbt  pala^,  and, 

T  ^  tJ^ 
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Geo.  I.  entering  into  conference  with  the  caitlinaly   repre&nted  to 
i^i^*    hirn,*  "hoNv  niuch  the  army  had  fiif^red  from  the  diviGons  of 
■"■  ■  •  ■     ■ '  the  government"  during  the  interregniun.     That  the  fiegc 
«  jj^     ^^^^  cmjJoyed  in  wae  a  deciuve  point,  on  which  the 

faite'of  the  ifland  depended ;'  and  (etting  before  him  the  evil 
confeqiiences,  that  would  attend  a  mifcarriage  by  tbc^  want 
of  ncceiTary  ifupplies  from  his  government,  he  put  iato  his 
h^nds  a  lift  of  particulars  he  had  received  from  tbegeoeral. 
T^e  cardinal  was  an  honeft  good-natured  man,  aod  yerjr 
willing  to  forward  bufinefs,  but  had  no  great  talents  for  it. 
His  high  quality  had  advanced  him  to  the  purple,  being  lotd 
of  a  principality  in  Bohemia,  with  fome  marks  of  fovereigntf^ , 
itb'was  appointed  to  manage  the  emperor's  ai&irs  at  Rome^ 
after  the  departure  of  count  Gallas,  andy  at  his  dieatb,  (be- 
ceeded  him  in  his  government.'  He  told  the  admiral,  *  Tha^ . 
by  the  accounts  he  liad  received,  from  the  proper  oiiScers, 
there  was  not  in  the  flores  the  jpiantity  of  cannon.aod  anunu- 
nkion,  which  the  general  demanded :    That  he  woukt  fend 
to  Mantua  for  cannon^  which  might  be  tranfported  down 
the  Pp  into  the  Adriatic,  and  fo  on  by  fea  to  Meffina^.wEere 
ppfRbly,  if  no  cr6{s'  accidents  happened,  they  might  arrive  iii 
two  monlhs  tinie.*   .'  The  admiral  coming  to  koc^w,  that 
tKofe  cannon  had  ho  carrfages,  the  cardinal  thought  Ae  iatiif* 
lied  that  objeflipn,  by  faying,  '  he  would  fend  Ibnoc  durpbn- 
teris  into  the  woods  of  Afcfuzzo  to  cut  down  timber  for  car- 
riages^*  Thofe  and  'the  like'uhlbldierlilce  propofals  gave  the. 
a^jniral  a  Tenfible  regret  of  the  lofs  of  count  Daun,  in  whoTe' 
rotJm  he  Tpimd  himfelf  co-operating  with  a  viceroy  better. 
qualified  for  his  breviary  than  {or  council  m  operations  of. 
i\'^r,  and  whofe  court  was  crouded  with  monks  andpriefls,  . 
and  fuch-Iike  difagreeable  obje£ls,  inftead  of  men  of .  biifineis 
and  lervice  (aj. 

•    •        •  •       ■  •  .  The.: 

,  (a)  The  viceroy  returned  the  fatisfy  'the  want*  of  the  an»f 

next    day    the  admiral's    vifit,  which  was  all  that  was  in  hi» 

arid,  upon  rcconfidering  the  fe-  power  to  do.'    UpoQ  which  the 

veVal  points  in  the  general's  de-  admiral   defired  his   eminence* 

mands,  the  fame  difficulties  re-  *  l*hat,  after  they  had  attended 

ciftred  about  complying  with  him,   and  taken  thofe  matters 

them,  efpecially  as  to  the  can-  into    coniideration,     he  might 

aon   and    ammunition.       The  have  a  conference  with  them/ 

vieet^y  faid,   *  he  .would  fum-  Accordingly  the  next  day  the 

men  all  the  general  ofikers  in  general  bmcersxame  to  thead- 

toiUcnr.atKl  confuU  with   them  miral's  hopfe,  and  entering  into 

at^t  fiA4^"£^  out^  e2C|>«<UeBi6  to  coaverfatioa  to^etjiq'^  upoo  the 
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Tlie  admiral,  perceiving  that  the  army  had  no  retource,  tjto,  H 
but  what  lay  in  bimfelf,  generoiifly  fentthem  twenty-four    (7x9. 
pieces  of  cannon  of  eighteei^-pounders,  belonging  to  the  Spa-  ■ .       .    ■i 
nifli  prizes,  and  a  proportionable  quantity  of  powder  and 
fliot,  contenting  himfelf  with  the  Angle  credit  of  the  general    . 
for  repayment  to  the  captors,  and  at  the  fame  tirhe  wrote  to 
Genoa  and  Leghorn,  to  purchafe  one  thouiand  barrels  mo/e 
of  powder,  engaging  his  own  fecurity  to  the  Britilh  confuti 
for  their  repayment.  A, 

During  thefe  tranfadions,  a  number  of  tranfports  having  f 

been  provided  at  Naples,  the  admiral  fent  them  under  a  con^  t. 

voy  to  Vado,  and,  having  difpatched  his  other  affairs  -whk  \. 

the  cardinal,  departed  after  them,  and  arrived  at  Genoa  the 
7th  of  September,  N.  S. 

He  had  been  made  to  believe,  that,  by  the  time  of  bis  ar- 
rival there,  the  army  would  be  ready  to  imbark ;  but  ke 
found  every  thing  in  extreme  backwardneis.  The  trocff^ 
bstd  not  fo  much  as  begun  their  march  from  the  Milane^ 
nor  could  get  to  Vado  in  lefs  than  a  fortnight :  Very  fegr 
provifions  or  neceflaries  had  been  bought  up,  and  nbne  ffatp- 
ped,  nor  were  the  tranfport-velfels  properly  fitted  for  the  t6- 
cepdon  of  the  troops.  Count  de  Bonneval,  who  was  to 
command  this  body,  arriving  the  nesft  day,  went  on  board 
the  admiral,  and  undefftanding  that  he'  intended  to  tranfpoft 
bis  army  to  Melazzo,  and  even  to  Meffina,  if  count  Mercy 

particulsrs  of  the  generaPs  dc-  a  lift  of  eight  cannon,*  which 

mands,  whkh  lay  before  them,  hefaid  might  be  taken  from'thb 

the  articles  relating  to  com  and  mole  and  batteries  of  the  dty, 

recruits  were  foon  got  over  $  hot  aod  fent  to  Meffina ;  but,  upon 

the  main  difficolty  was  the  de-  inquiry,   they  appeared  to  be 

^and  of  cannon  and  ammuni-  of  fifty    and   fixty  ^pounders, 

tion.    The  admiral  told  them,  fome  without  ball,  others  with- 

^  That  count  de  Mercy  had  not  out  carriages,   all  of  them  too 

ahove  twenty  cannon  in  battery :  unwieldy  and  unfit  for  battery. 

That  he  .was  within  two  hun-  He  then  delivered  in .  to  them 

dred  paces  of  the  countcrfcarp  ^  ftate  of  all  the  ordnance  ftorcs 

ofthe  citadel; 'and  hoped  he  in  the  kingdom;  upon  cxaml- 

iSiquld  not  be  forced  to  Hop  in  ning  of  which  "the  general  offi- 

fo  fair  a  way,  for  want  of  ne-  ccrs  unanimoufly  confefled,  that 

ceflary  fappliea  j    and  that  h^  the  whole  country  was  not  ablb 

Would   be    contented,   if  they  to  fumifli  the  cannoh  and  am- 

coiild  fetadhim  but  ten  or  twelve  munition,  which  count  de  Mercy^ 

cannotf^Yrom  Naples,     with  ^  wanted.     ThilJ  was  fuch  a  de-' 

proportionable  quacTtiey  of  ^oW-  daration  of  weaknefs,   ai  was 

der  and  baU.*    The  officer  (^f  not  to  be  expcftcd  in  fi>  fine?  a 

the  ordnance,  attending,  gave  in  kingdom. 

T  3  Ihould 
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Geo*  !•  ftauld  think  il  neceflary,  he  was  moitified  to  the  Idl  iegtte, 
1 7 1 9«  He  had  been  appointed  to  consmand  thefe  forces  on  the  inteoit- 
^  ed  expedition  to  Sardinia,  and  the  diverting  them  to  a  difieient 
ieryice  Co  dilgufted  him,  that»  inilead  of  forwarding  the  im- 
barkation  of  the  troops,  he  refolved  to  retard  it  all  he  could. 
Accordingly,  whilft  the  admiral  gave  himfelf  incredible  paini 
at  Genoa  and  Vado,  to  quicken  their  departure,  be  threw  in 
ibe  way  ail  the  fecret  obftruAions  he  could,  till  he  knew  the 
iflfue  of  the  foUicitations  he  was  carrying  on  at  Vienna^ 
to  be  continued  in  a  feparate  command.  However9  after 
twenty  days  labour  and  pains,  and  at  laft  fuch  menaced 
AS  even  Bonneval  himfelf  began  to  be  afraid  ofy  the  admiral 
Aipped  off  the  troops  to  the  number  of  about  Gx  thouiandt 
on  the  27th  of  September,  N.  S.  with  fuch  provifious  u 
ciHild  be  got,  and,  leaving^  9  man  of  war  to  convoy  the  re* 
mainder  when  ready,  failed  the  28th  from  Vado(b).  The 
julmiral  receiving  letters  in  his  paflage  from  count  de  Mercy, 
^xequeftiiiff,  that  the  troops  might  not  land  at  Melazzo*  bi|t 
fio  on  to  Meffina,  he  ftood  away  for  the  Faro,  and  arrived 
icfore  Meffina,  the  8th  of  Odober,  N.  S,  which  £>  elevated 
-the  Ipirits  of  the  army,  that,  upon  the  firft  fight  of  the  fleet, 
lieutenant-geoeral  Wallis,  with  five .  thoufand  men,  made  a 
vigorous  attack  upon  the  half-moon*  whfch  was  neareft  to 
their  approaches,  and  carried  it  with  the  lo(s  of  only  one 
hundred  and  three  killed,  and  eight  hundred  and  thirty 
wounded.  The  admiral,  going  afliore  to  the  general's  quar* 
ters,  wgis  embraced  I7  him,  and  all  the  general  ofllcera>  with 
the  moft  tender  marks  of  a&£lion  and  gratulation,  the  whole 
uxmy  being  overioyed  to  fee  a  man,  who  always  brought 
them  relief  and  uicce6,  and  every  good  that  attended  them. 
On  the  17th  at  ten  in  the  morning,  the  imperialifts  afliiulted 
the  equnter/carp,  and  mounted  to  the  top  of  the  breach  with 
great  gallantry :  but,  after  two  hoiirs  very  wann  work,  were 
rcpulfcd  with  the  lof3  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  fnen  killed, 

(b)     Bonneval,    finding  his  He  was  a  gallant  officer,  had 

.troops  ipccrporateJ  with  the  ar-  received  many  wounds,  and  ftili 

niy«  and  his  projje^  of  9,  fepa*  feels  the  painful  remcmbraocf 

fatp   command  vanifhedp  |M-e-  of  a  moft  terrible  one  he  got  in 

tended  fickoeis,    and,  getting  Hungsry.    Be  had  no  zeal  for 

Jeavc  p  go  to  Reggio  for  ao-  the  ^vice  of  hh  priqce,   anjr 

vkt:^    he  rmmd   to  Vienna,  fjudier  than  it  fuited  his  own 

and  r^turn^d  no  n^ore  to  th^  intereft  or  ambition,    to  which 

.^my.      He  wa»  a  native  of  jie  willingly  facrificed  hi^  duty, 

;  Ffancft  and  had  all  the  fpri^ht-  CorbcU 

Unef;;  »!»(}  kvity  of  that  Mt»OI|« 

and 
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mnd  fix  hundred  and  ieventeen  wounded.    The  governor  ha-  Geo.  !• 
^ne  acquitted  himfelf  with  great  honour  in  this  repulfe,  as    I7X9» 
well  as  in  die  general  defence  of  the  place,  and  finding  him^  ■ 

tdf  unabk  to  hold  it  longer,  beat  a{>arley  the  next  day,  and  Meffina 
funrendered  it  upon  articlea*    The  Spantih  garrifon  marched  ^^^! 
out  through  the  breach,  and  were  tran^rt^  by  fea  to  Au-  ^aiuts, 
gufta.    Thus  ended  a  fiege  of  twenty^one  days,  which  coft 
Che  Germans  above  five  thoufand  men  killed  or  wounded. 

Whtlft  the  fi^  of  the  citadel  was  depending,  the  Spantih 
army  decamped  nom  Franca  VUla,  the  31ft  of  Auguft,  and 
marching  towards  Rametta,  the  marquift  de  Lede  gave  out^ 
that  he  would  attack  the  imperialifts,  and  appeared  upon  the 
hills  in  fight  of  the  camp,  attended  by  a  great  number  of  pea* 
lants  he  had  drawn  together ;  but,  findme  it  well  ffuarded^ 
and  his  army  beinff  fickly,  he  fortified  a  ftrong  and  advaii* 
cageous  poft  at  Caltro  Giovane,  in  die  center  of  the  ifland^ 
where  be  laid  in  large  magazines,  in  order  to  redre  thither  in 
CMfc  of  neceffity ;  and  in  the  mean  thne  cantoned  his  troopa- 
about  AdenKS  Pidenno,  and  Catanea  (c). 

The 

(c)  It  was  daring  this  fiege,  his  council,  being  alarmed  at 

dut  the  admiral  having  received  this  mefiage«  ient  the  chevalier 

infbmuuiony    diat   veflels  be<-  Balbini  to  the  admiral,  to  repre- 

longing  to  Malta  had  gone  to  ient  and  excofe  the  |>roceedmj;s 

iea  with  Spaniih  commiilions,^  oftheirgovenunentindiepomc 

and  taken  ibme  Engliih  mer-  complained  of,  and  to  ky  be* 

chant-fliips,  fent  a  letter  to  the  fore  him  the  difiicttlues  they 

Band  mafter,  *  compluning  of  were  under*  from  their  depen- 

s  partiality  and  injofiice,  de-  dance  on  Spain,  and  to  endea- 

manding^fansfii^on  for  the  da-  voor  to  remove  all  caufes  of  his 

mages  the  merchants  had  fuf-  difiadsfaftion  with  them.    But 

tained,  and  his  giving  ftri^  or-  the  admiral,  not  having  yet  re- 

ders  to  piobibit  the  ake  nnfiur  ceived  any  fpecific  account  of 

proceedmgs  for  the  future/  He  the  particular  lofles  of  the  mer- 

wrote,  at  the  fiune  time,  to  Mr.  chants,  and  fo  not  able  to  fettle 

Alexander  Young,  the  En^ih  the  terms  of  reftitution  with  fial- 

confnl  at  Malta,   to  nuuEe  a  bini,  fent  his  firft  capuin,  Saun* 

ftri^  enouiry  what  merchant-  ders,  with  two  men  of  war,  to 

Ihips  haa  heen  taken  bv  priva-  Malta,  direAing  him,  *  to  maka 

tcers  fitted  ont  firom  Malta,  or  an  exa£t  enquiry  into  the  feveral 

wherein  Maltefe   fubje&s  had  captures,  that  had  been  made» 

beoi  concerned,  and  to  lay  a  ana  to  lay  the  fame  before  the 

tate  thereof  beibredutffovem-  grand  nuffter  and  iiis  council, 

ment,  with  a  demand  otrepara-  and  to  demand  reparadon,  fo 

tioo,  and  to  let  him  know  their  hi  as  their  fubjeds  had  been 

aafwcr.    The  grand  mafier  and  concerned  therein;  and,  in  cafe 

T4  hf 
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Geo.  I.       "^^^  imperialrfts  having  {^t\t  fome  time  in  Icvdljng  the 
17^0.'  lines,  ticncteff,  and  t^tt^rics  before  Mcffina,  and  in  putting 
^  the 

hjt  found  them  willing  to  give  Chriilian  prince,  whofe  cdours 
r«ronable  aiTurances  of  doing  prote6\ed  them  froiQ  their  in* 
iuftice  for  what  was  paft,  and  dairy  or  vifitation,  which  was' 
pf  a  befMx  bfhavtour  iot  thefur  themisfortone  of  ikeif  ^^onftito- 
tare,  he  was  to  enter  into  a  cob-  tiQB>  aa  they  depended  upon  the 
vention  wiUi  them  for  that  par-  ChHftian  princes  of  Europe  for 
pbfe,  and  for  eftabliihlDg  a  good  their  revenue^  andy  in  partica* 
^grc'f  nient  with  them  $  but>  o-  lar,  drew  at  that  lioie  their  daily 
dierwifc,  he  was  ta  take  all  fultenance  of  proviiibiis  from 
inips  and  veflcis  he  fiioald  meet  that  part  of  Sicily,  wKidv  was 
with  belonging  *  to '  that '  ifland.  under  the  fubjedion  of  the  Spa- 
Captain  Saunders,  arriving  at  hifh  general;  and,  finally,  that 
Malta,  found  a  Air  difpoiition  they  received  no  part  or  benefit 
JQ'thofcr  people  to  give  the  ad-  Utoin  the  prises,  which  had 
miral  and  the  EngUih  natwn  pafled  intlrely  through  the  hands 
allrealbnablefatjs^aionintiieir  of  the  Spaniih  agent,  and  ia 
proceedings/  They  (hewed,  wkl^h  they  had  no  mainiierof 
*  That  they  had  never  con-  intereft  or  concern.'  The  cap« 
iented  to,  or  approved  of  their  tain  was  convinced  of  the  iince** 
fuhjtfis  entering  into  the  fervice.  rity  and  truth,  of  their  dccbia* 
of  Spain,  but  had  iitued  ftri^  tion ;  bat,  on  the  other  hand*, 
proclamations,  jprohibidng  them  told  them,  *  That  it  was  not 
(o  be  any  ways  concerned  on  his  bufinefs  to  enquire  into  the 
either  fiae  in  the  war.  Tl^ey  nature  or  dependance  of  their 
did  not  deny,  that  one  of  their  government ;  and  it  Was  for 
veflels  had  taken  b  commiffion  Stem  to  accommodate  their 
^irotii  the  marqoifs  de  Letie,  to  grievances  with  Spain  as  they 
cruize  upon  the  enetiies  of  could  That  his  inl(ru6lions 
Spain,  but  made  appear,  that  were  plain,  and  founded  injuf- 
tSey  had  fent  one  of  their  or-  ticc,  demanding  rtdrefs  for  the 
der  to  iirtreatjiim  to  revoke  that '  lofTes  his  countrymen  had  fuf- 
i:oniii)iiGon,  and  had  made  the  tained^  from  thofe  who*occa- 
^ame  application  to  tl}e  coort  of '  Honed  them,  who  were  their 
Madrid,  but  had  been  apFwercd  iabje<fls ;  and  that,  if  they 
with  great  roughnefs  and  lAe- '  wbuJd  not  enter  into  a  negotia-t 
♦paces.  That,  to  avoid  as  much  tibn  forYhatpVxrpofc,  he  f^ouTd 
as  they  could  all  occasions  of  beebiig;cd  to  put  his  orders  in 
complaint,  they  had  called  in  all  execution.*  Int;imidatedby  tjicfo 
their  privateers,  which  had  b^en  tfireats^  they  immediatefy  ap- 
ciuizlng  in  the  Levant  againft  poJrited  two  commiijarics  to 
ihe  T«r)cs,  in  order  to  difarm  tfeat  .\Vjth  him ;  ancj  it.  ()eing 
themi  blat  they  could  not' al- •  niaie  out  by  proo4  that  Bve , 
ways  govern  the  ynrulinefs  pf  Englifhroerchant-lhips had  been 
their  people,  when  they  wouW  taken  by  Malr^fe  mips  uWder 
^Atcj*  intQ  the  fcrvfcc;  of  any  Sbaniiii  colours*  they  Jubmitted 
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Ibe -place  into  a  poflure  of  defence^  they  hi^  (everal  c^Qfnlt^  (^eo«  I^ 
lions,  at  which  the  admiral  aili£ied,  conc^aing  what  mea'^  .^7^9* 
fures  were  next  to  be  taken.  The  reduSion  of  meiiina  haa  1^^ 
brought  Val  Demona  under  the  obedience  of  the  empexor  | 
^ut  me  whole  province^  oeing  mountainous  and  barren,  way 
£;)  little  able  to  fupply  the  army  with  provifions  and  forq;^ 
that  the  inhabitants  of  Mei&na  and  other  towns  daily  j)etir 
tioned  the  general  for  tBcir  own  fubi^flance^  (Ince  they  coul4 
draw  no  corn  as  tney»  uicd  to  do^  froqi.  the  plentiful  parts  of 
(be  iildnd,  which  were. in  the  poi]eiSion  of  the  Spaniards. 
To  march  after  the  enemy  in  a  wintery  feafon,  with  their 
horfe  already  harrailed,  ^and  almoft  ftarved^  through  an  ad- 
verfe  country,  .and  without  any  proviflons  but  what  they  car* 
ried  ;  andn  if  they  furmounted  all  thefe  difficulties,  to  attack 
them  in  the  flrongcamp  at  Caflro  Oiovane ;  was  judged  too 
raOi  to  be  attempted,  after  the  experience  of  Franca  Villa* 
To  march  co  Palermo,  and  get  pofleiBon  of  the  c^^ital,  wa^ 
more  defirable  than  eafy  of  execution.  It  was  a  march  of 
^venteen  clays,  along  the  northern  coaft  of  the  ifland,  through 
9n  .  unknown,  mountainous,  fterile  country,  where  they 
fhould  be  e^^poCbd  to  fudden  infults,  great  part  of  the  way 
being*fo  narrow,  that  two  men  could  hardly  go  a*breaft  i 
and,  if  they  met  with  no  enemy,  they  had  no  forage  foi; 
their  horfe,  no  magazines  in  the  way  of  their  marcb^  i^r  a 
{ufficient  number  of  beads  of  bunien  to  carry  provUiom 
along  with  them,  nor  money  to  buy  than,  if  they  could  be 
got.  The  next  projet^  that  occunsd,  was  toga  to  Ttspankii 
where  the  Piedmontefe  had  a  garrifon.  This  would  be 
changing  the  icene  of  the  war  to  great  advantage  -,  for,  in-^ 

m 

tD  pnr  tlifi  fall  value  of  them  to  the  adntii^^  who  not  tliinkv 

una  tkeir  lading,  within,  twelve  ing  he  had  any  right  to  com^ 

months  after  applicatton  from  poqxid  for  other  inen'3  proper- 

the  daimafits.     Bat  thia}dii^  ties,   the  deputy  pa&d  on  t9 

them&Ives    aggrieved    by  this  the  Engliih  ceurt  at  I^ndon,  tp 

treaty,  and  proteiling  thezBfelyes  .  ^xecyte  his  commijllion.  He  had 

to  be  under  a  force  to  iign  any  like  wife  a  private  inilruftion,  to 

temts,  lather  than  feel  the  ef-  *  iiiiplor^  die  king's  intereft'with 

leds  of  the  a^miraPs.tliiplea^re,  the  feveral  princes  at  the  ap- 

theyxderved  totheinfelv^^  a.li-  preaching  cbngrefs,  that  Malta 

Vec^of  appadtbijr'to  tHb  ti|'<i^ty  migAt  be  freed  from  its  fobjet^* 

of  tar  adnra^  and*  tens  M^  tion  to  Sicily>  and  enjoy  the 

tp  tbeikxixgf  finr s.iiiitigatiim  of  rights  and  pririie^s  of  a  ttei 

the  ievciity  c|f  iih^tcMdiMqi.  >  ju^.»euiisal  poitih^tinie  of  wai) 

They  di£^ched:a^yj:am)r-  ,anu>ltg  tbf  C'^xifiian  powttrsr*  ■* 

4Pgy#  the  chcvalia  &  la  v4  ,      .        .J  .    '  j 

flcad 
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Geo.  L  iltad  of  being  confined  and  famifhed  in  the  tnountainst  dief 
1719*  fliould  be  able  to  inlarge  themfelves  in  a  plentiful  country, 

%t  and,  by  a^ng  on  equal  terms  with  the  enemy»  have  a  rea- 

fimable- chance  to  drive  them  out  of  the  ifland.    fiot  to  gs 
thither  by  land  was  impradicable ;  and,  as  their  tranlport* 
vtSis  couM  not  carry  above  a  third  part  of  the  army  at  a 
time,  the  divifion  of  their  troops  wa^  hazaidous,  and  might 
be  htsA.    For,  Trapant  being  fituated  on  an  ifthmus,  and 
having  no  magazines  of  corn,  the  manitxifs  de  Lede  might 
march,  and  pen  up  the  firft  detachment  within  that  narrow, 
neck  of  land,  where  they  would  flarve  for  want  of  provi* 
'fions,  before  the  reft  of  the  army  could  join  them.    Tlie 
only  choice  remaining  was  to  go  to  Syracufa  j   but  that  too 
was.tmpradicable  by  land,  by  realbn  of  the  fame  obje^ons, 
to  are  aheady  mentioned  ;  and  befides,  there  lay  in  the  way 
leveral  deep  and  rapid  rivers,  where  the  enemy  might  defend 
the  paflages  with  great  advantage.    And,  though  it  was  not 
difficult  to  tranfport  the  army  thither  by  fea,  yet  it  was  an 
uncomfortable  reflection,  that  they  (hould  be  then  the  whole 
length  of  the  tfland  diftant  from  Palermo,  and  could  only 
propofe  to  fubfift  themselves  from  day  to  day  during  the  win- 
ter, the  enemy  lying  between  them  and  the  great  caricatori, 
6r  fubterraneous  magazines,  where  the  inhabitants  ufually 
lay  up  their  corn,  which  were  ninety  miles  diftant.     Witn 
thefe  dtfagreeable  profpeds  they  pafled  away  fome  days  under 
uncertainty  what  to  do ;   when,  one  evening,  the  generals' 
Mercy  and  Zumjungen  repairing  on  board  the  admiral,  and 
renewing  the  fubje£l  of  their  late  conferences,  they  told  him, 
in  a  very  defponding  manner,   ^  That,  having  thoroughly 
weighed  the  fituation  of  their  afiairs,  and  finding  they  could 
neither  fubfift  nor  undertake  any  adion  •  where  they  werey* 
tfaey  had  come  to  a  refolution  to  leave  a  ftrang  gaiiiibii  is 
Meffina,  and  tranfoort  the  horfe  over  by  fea  to  Calabria,  and 
the  foot  to  Syracu4i,  where  they  might  be  able  to  maiiitaiff' 
tfaemfelves  during  the  winter,  and  be  ready  to  h)ake  ufe  of 
fuch  advantages  as  might  offer,  for  ading  againft  the  enemy 
in  the  fpring;  and  prayed  his  affifianceln  that  fervicc*    The 
admiral  repUed,  *  That  he  hoped,  that  their  afiairs  were  not 
fo  defperate  as  they  apprehended  :    That  he  had  been  em- 
ftlaying  his  thoughts  for  their  fervicTt  and  believed  he  ibould 
be  able  to  extricate  them  out  of  their  preftnt  circumftanoes : 
That,  of  ail  the  late  propofidons,  die  tran^xnting  the  army' 
to  Trapani  pieafed  him  bcft,  as  it  would  turn  the  difficulty 
upon^the  Spanifli'army,  by  obliging  them  to  make  uneafy 
Qiarches,  and  to  keep  the  field  in  tte  winter.    That)  when' 

the 
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tte  whole  army  was  at  Trapani,  they  fhpuM  be  aUe  to  to-  Qea  L 
large  dietr  quarters ;  tiie  granaries  of  com  would  fall  into    17  rm 
their  hands,  and  their  neighbourhood  to  Palermo  keep  that  ■ 

filace  in  awe,  till  the  (ea<bn  fhould  favour  their  marching  to* 
wards  it,  the  reduction  of  which  would  bring  the  war  to  a 
Ipeedyiffiie.  That  he  hadconfidered  of  the  difficult  of  firi>* 
sftii^  one  part  of  the  anny  at  Trapani,  till  the  reft  arriired  | 
and,  as  England  was  in  peace  with  the  governments  of  Bar-^ 
"fcary,  he  would  fend  his  fecretary  to  Tunis,  which  was  die 
Jieaifeft  African  port  to  Trapani,  and  employ  him,  and  the 
Ei^Itfli  conful,  to  buy  up  whatever  quantity  of  com  was 
Jieixflary,  amd  traniport  the  iame  to  Trapani*  That  he 
knew  very  well  they  had  no  money,  and  therefore  wooU 
emjdoy  his  own  cafh,  and  credit,  to  procure  this  fupply,  de- 
pending upon  their  honour  for  repayment,  and  did  not  doubt 
to  lodge  the  com  at  Trapani,  before  the  firft  detachment  of 
trrops  arrived  there/  Count  de  Mercy,  penetrating  imme-* 
diately  into  the  facility  and  advantageous  confequences  of 
this  Scheme,  rofe  up,  and,  embracing  the  admiral  in  a  kind  of 
tranfport,  acknowledged,  ^  That  he  had  hit  on  die  only  me- 
thod pradicable,  not  only  for  the  prefervation  of  the  army^ 
iHtteven  for  pdhing  on  the  war  with  fuoce(s.  That,  as  it 
was  a  Proteftant  fcheme,  he  fliould  have  Proteftant  troops 
and  Proteftant  generals  to  put  it  in  execution/  And  accor-' 
dingly  general  Zumjungen,  with  count  Seckendorf,  the 
prince  of  Hefle,  and  general  Schmettau,  embarked  the  2jd 
of  November,  with  teven  thoufand  foot,  and  five  hundred 
lK>rfe,  and  arrived  fortunately  in  three  days  at  Trapani^ 
where  finding  a  plentifol  remittance  of  corn  ready  arrived 
from  Tunis,  they  not  only  pofted  themfelves  there  in  fecu« 
sjty,  but,  inlarging  their  quarters  into  the  country,  brought 
tiie  cides  of  ^H^a  and  Mazsara  to  fubmit  to  die  abe^ 
dience  of  the  emptor.  The  tranfports  and  convoy,  return* 
ing,  brought  thither  more  troops*  Count  de  Mercy  and 
the  admirS  departing  with  the  laft  convoy  from  Meffina,  ort 
the  loth  of  January,  confiding  of  five  thoufand  four  faun* 
iked  foot,  and  eleven  nundred  horie,^  they  were  overt^dcen  bf 
m  violent  ftonii  off  the  ifle  of  Alicudi,  which  drove  all  the 
tranQiorts  into  Mdazzo  and  Meffina,  the  admiral,  widi  the 
general  on  board  his  fliip,  getting  with  difficulty  to  Trapani 
#n  the  29di,  but  die  whole  convoy  did  not  arrive  there  tin  the 
ad  of  March,,  many  foUiers  dying  in  the  paffiige,  andamonft^ 
them  gener^  Wa<^tendonck,  regretted  by  every  body.  Tlw 
wbok  umj9  being  got  together,  amouiiling  t^foiffteen  thmi* 
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Geouh  CmSA  fo&^.noA  three  thaUfaild  hofi^,  befides  the  gafrfTont 
17x9^   left  iki   M^ffiiM)  Melasxo^   Syracufi^    and    the    adjacent 

y>' '    '■  ■■  pulls. 

«.  Th^  mottdtnl  of  the  imperialifts  made  the  marqiiiis  de 
]Liede(qpiit  the|)oftaof  Mola,  Taormina,  andCatanea;  and 
kiiviftg  a  detdkrhment  in  his  ftrong  atop  at  Ci&io  Qiq^e; 
f6  feciire  the  magazines  he  had  ere6bd  there»  he  marched 
and  fixed  his  camp  froih  Alcamo  to  Salanil^  with  his  head 
f|jaaitex9  at  Gafld  Vetnno>  from  whtoce  he  condnitall^ 
tet  out  detifchfrienta  t6  deftroy  die  country  about  Marfida 
mni  Mazzara^  and  to  carry  off  all  the  cattle,  grain,  and 
T/^nfi  I  whith  Zurhjungen  could  not  at  firft  prevent,  botv 
bfeing  ftrehgtbto^  with  new  fupplies  by  fta,  he  at  kft  obliv 

Si  ^iatif  parties  to  retire,  and,  oli  the  arrival  of  count  da 
ertyv  tl^  Spanifb  general  was  reduced  to  fortify  his  camp 
with  ikrong  ihtredchments  and  iedoubts,  and  with  battcrict 
of cannon. 

Count  de  Mercy  making  a  nfotion  of  extending  his  rnsuw 
tar^  beyond  Masians  the  marquifs  de  Lede  quitted  Caflel 
Vclrano,  and  retired  with  hb  army  to  Alcamo,  from  whence 
be  fent  his/  marefchal  de  camp,  l^or  d'Aponte,  on  the  6di 
^  i  ebruary,  .1719-ao,  N.  S.  wjfch  overtures  to  count  de 
I^'accv  and  the  admiral,  for  Radiating  Sicily^  on  condition 
ot  IcA-Jc  to  tf'anfport  his  army  into  Spain,  and,  in  order 
t^i  >  <  ,0,  defiring  w  fitfpenfion  of  araas.  This  propofition 
toiKained.  nothing  difagreeable  to  the  Germans,  who  would 
thereby  obtain  aU  they  wanted,  by  becoming  mailers  of  the 
kirigdora,  without  any  further  trouble;  but  the  admiral  pro* 
tdtiag.  againft  k,  and  -dedacing,  that  not  a  man  of  tbo  Spa* 
nifli  army  fhould  pais  otit  of  that  ifland,  until  a  general 
pdace  was  mads,  for  that  it  would  be  to  ftirnifli  Spain  ^ith  a 
body  of  their  beft  tnsopsto  ilrcngthen  their  army  ading 
againft  France,  Or  elfe  they  might  be  employed  in  diAuib* 
ing. England,  he  was  difmiiied  with  diis  counter-prepdfitiofi 
Iron):  the  count  de  Mercy,  that,  if  the  marquifs  wodij  fur* 
render  Paldrmo^  and  the  ibuth-fide  of  the  ifland,  artd  letire 
i^jthJils^anay.  into  the  middle  of  the  country  towaqds  Ci&tb 
Gio^ane,  oh  td  iiiy  pdier  pzfs  proper  for  tus^  fbcnrky,  ht 
WiEhiUbconibit  td  a  ficl|)eBfion  of  arms  finr  fix  wceki,  t^  die 
Inttimeots  of  theifti^nd; courts  might  be  known;'  whick.be* 
ifK^  in  advimags'mofeihan  equivalent  to  the fopbratioiis^ 
flkiwedis  in  that  early  foafbn,  tbeadiniral  XDniciitedtMasetfa^ 
win  this' rcftridian,  that,  if  the  Spanbrds  attempted  to  wkb*' 
diav^'any  of  tfadj  men  in  the  nijcan  time,  AeMperifioor 
AlKj^d  be  void^  and  he  would  adl  againft  ibem  with  all  his 

force. 
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foice.    Count  dc  Mecc^  di^^hing  lieutenafit- 

laire  lo  V&enqay  Xq  acquaint  d»t  court  iwkh  thefc  crertureBy* 
aod  bKii\g  back  tlmr  dit^^Q3,  the  adminil'iinqt  avay  tUtSat 
lu$  eldi^  (biH  Mr«  By^g^  witb  inftruAipits^  if  tfae  imperiia; 
court  lifiened  to  tbci  pp?^/iik  of  the  Spanifli  gcaieial,  to  don 
ciaref  (diat  t^is  fa^er  co^Ll  never  Ca&r  any.  part  of  the  SpaW 
njfli  a^qiy  to  4.cpart  out  of  the  iiland,  till  tfae  knig  of  Spaiai 
h^  acceded  to  the  quadi-uple  alliance,  or  till  he  received  jpou 
fit^  inftru^ions  froiu  England  for  fi> doing.  (     \    •  <•  > 

^Thc  I2th  of  Fe]bji^y>  N.  S.  couiit  de  Menynwrdiedl 
towards  Caftel  V^oaoQ,  for  the  oM>mconiaiodio)2S  fubitiv 
ai^e  of  his  cavalry^  ft^m  whence  he  detached  geaeoal  Soek^ 
^dprf,  lyith  fifteen  Imndred  men,  and  feoie  cannoqy  to  iiediM 
Sboca,  where  theie  w^.  a  large  c^ricaiioie  of  com*    .Tto 
t^wn  imoicdiateiy  fuifeildered,   but  tbe.^aniafd%  to  lU 
luiinber  of  ^ree  hunted,  retired  into  thecalUe.   •'    '.'     :^< 
..The fiia(K)uifa  de iiede,  finding  his  firft  piopofitiQifa''ifieS« 
feSbxai,  ient  two  general  officers,  tfale  marquils  de  SanVi^ 
ci^nza  aod  fignot  dV^pdote,  to  ihe  imperial  caiap,  di<  loAi 
<^:February,  N*  S*  witfa  Ip^ruiSkions  to  trett  about  dteta^ 
re^^cf  .of  Pa]§irn¥>»  '^nd .  a  confiderable  part  of  the  adpeenft 
country,  in  confideration  X)f  a  fu^enfion  qt-  aiins  >  fbr^  thres^ 
i^onths^     Bu^  yfkfift  Ihe.nf^otjatioa  ifiras  dependiim  the 
ifai'4)uifs  reviving  an  exprc6  from.  Madndy  on>tbeMat8d4> 
with  adyiccb  that  a  g^eral  peace  wasf  made^  fae  ftsnt  iHJiaM 
4ately  tp  bx^  off  the  ttHm.    This  fiKoned  nutter  of  vgHiut 
f(uprife;  but  the  i^^et.reatan  was,  that 'S|)ath -was  aTJtlMil 
time  tre^iqg  M^ith  FvaAce,  to  xe^ore  IfibAmimaL}  St;  3elia4 
Aian's>  and  ediec.p^Ci^  taken  i#  the  =wari::aiid  hoped ito||et 
i^  eg^hange,  for  |he ,  evacuation  of  SUxly;  and  Sadiua^  ifiH 
refiitjitipK  of  thofeiiowna,  and  of  GifairaUar^  or,  at  Icaftv-f^ 
haiye  bQth  the-W  .ai\d  the  other  risiemed  to  a*  coagrds) 
'^ppn  this,  count  49r  Mercy  gave  AeOi'  bideoDfor  attaiking 
l^c^ftle.of  Sac<xb.:wfak^  habdteehtetaidedbylKhi  ^M 
q^ps»>  7b^  c^fil^^lb^ghattered'ui^thjfqar^pKei  oCcams^ll; 
and  n$tf  very  ftrQiig,  furr^inieKied  the  tehiofftiflich,  tte  gftf'-^ 
r^ifon  b^ing.  n^p.picift>a8r6,.of:  waK.i  The:  taking -bf^tbto 
filaqe  ggye  .great  i:eUef  to  the  i mpebiai  arnay,   who  :fditttdi 
^lere  t;w^nty  ^houf^uid  ibbm.of  wh«iti   ..  ::  r  >  *  "»- 

.  During  tbefe  tranf^Aiona^  a. courier ^ptched  frbm^tt^H 
by  the  earl  of  Sts(ir,  the  firitiih  ambaAdor  there;  bit^fh^ 
c^e  adffiiral  infonDation^  that  tbemafqMifs^e  BerettivL^fiifiy 
the  Spaniib  miniCber  at.  die -Hague,  had  Signed  the  ^uid^ti^i;^ 
i^jao^e  the  .17th  of .  B'ob^:  N.  S»  aa^  hetbiougbt  likewife'3^ 
p9«;ket  hfQi9  that  Miiiiftef.to  the  marquift  de.l^de^  an^^rrtoM? 
,.:     :  thcr 
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Qeow.  I;  dier  iiotn  the  emperor's  mintfter  to  coiAit  de  Mercy,  to^*» 
}7I9«    quaint  them  therewidi.    A  trumpet  was  fent  with  the  Spa^ 
»r  mfli  miniikrs  packet  to  the  marquifi  de  Lede,  and  to  knov^ 
Kia  fentiinents  thereupon.    He  returned  anfwer,  «  That,  hw 
mafter's  minifter  having  iigned  the  quadruple  alliance,  he 
looked  upon  the  peace  as  a  thing  concluded,  and  was  there* 
tore  ready  to  treat  of  a  oeflation  of  holUlities  by  fea  and  land^ 
uetil  they  ibould  receive  further  orders  from  their  reipedive 
oourts/    To  this  it  was  replied  b^  the  admiral  and  count  de 
Mercy,  *  That,   as  the  evacuation  of  Sicily  and  Sardinia 
was  to  be  performed  within  two  months  after  the  faid  fignin^  * 
die^  were  ready  to  confent  to  a  fulpenfion  of  arms,  upon  hi  ' 
4ditv€ring  up  the  city  and  caftles  of  Palermo^  at  which  place 
Iraiilports  would  be  beft  provided,  and  other  neceffiiry  mea*- 
Sidts  copcerted  for  the  traniportation  of  their  army  into 
Spain.*    The  marquifs  returned  anfwer,  <  That,  as  he  un^ 
derAood,  the  plenipotentiaries  of  their  mafteri  at  the  Hague 
were  in  trea^  for  fettling  the  terms  of  evaeuatfaig^  tbofif 
iflands^  he  did  not  think  nhnfelfauthonfed  tb  agrafe  to  a* 
celbtbh  on  any  other  condition,  than  that  each  party  IhouM 
flBmam  on  the  ground  they  occupied,  and  expeft  further  of* 
ders  from  their  rd^)eSivem;incipals/ 
'.  The  di&dvants^  arifing  from  fuch  an  agreement  weie 
tpo  obvious  to  be  fubmitted  to ;   for  the  men  of  war  and 
sraoipdrtB  lay  very  inconveniently  at  Trapani,  an  tfnfitfe  it»d^ 
where  they  had  fuftained  confiderable  damage,  and  feme  of 
the  tran^orts  had  been  loft.    It  wbs^  theiefbte  neceffiiry  ta 
have  pofleffion  of  Palemio,  "^s  a  lecui«  retreat  (br  the  fleet, 
wd  the  moft  commodious  port  for  (tupjfing  off  the  tnoops^ 
Befides,  it  was  a  pledge  of  the  finceriiy  of  the  intentions  of 
&aini0  eracuatetheifland.    In  tlibnext  fJace,  it  put  the 
Germans  under  a  manifeft  inequality,  to  be  confined  to  (be 
fround  they  occupied,  while  the  Spaniards^re  in  poflifltotf 
of  the  principal  caricatoii  of  corn,  and  pkind^ed  and  riflol 
ftfrfeafufe  a  countty  they  were  foon  to  leave;  "^orcouU 
thefr  comprehend,  bow  an  enemy,  who,  fix  weeks  before^ 
oficred  to  leave  the  whole  ifland,  .on  condiiion  of  bemg  Jen^ 
back  into  Spain,  ihouU  now  fcruple  to  furrender  Pdfcrfti6>| 
and  therefore,  as  it  had  the  appearance  of  chicanmg,  diey 
lefotved  to  go  6n  with  the  operatkms  of  the  war.    Bet,  be- 
fore they  proceeded  to  adion,  they  agreed  to  fend  a  Joinf 
letter  to  the  mattn\H&f  propofing  an  interview  between  themf 
at  the  Caffine  de  Roffiflnola,-  half-way  between  the  two  ar-r 
mt$^  where  accoidingly  they  met  the  fecdnd  of  April,  N.  & 
ttiioon^  with  an  efcoite  of  two  hundred  borie.^    In  the  coeK 
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(ncnce  the  marquifa  i^  Lede  owned,  <  That  he  kneW  the  QtOr  L  t 

king  his  mafter  had  figned  the  quadruple  alliancey  and  did.    1710^ 

not  doubt  of  his  intention  to  evacuate  Sicily;  but  declared^ 

be  had  no  orders  yet  atioiit  it :  That  he  expeded  full  powenk 

and  inftru^ons  foon,  and  wiflied  they  wouldy  in  the  meaa 

time,  come  to  a  ceflation  of  arms/    He  was  aiked,  *  Whafr 

propofals  he  had  to  make  for  that  purpofe?'  He  anfweDeds* 

*  None,  but  that  both  armies  might  hold  the  country  that; 

was  in  their  poileifion,   until  he  received  orders  to  trealf 

about  the  evacuation/    Countf  de  Mercy,  dunking  it  unrean 

Ibnable  to  be  tied  down  to  a  fmall  tra£^  of  the  cxHmtry,, 

where  he  could  not  fubfift,  alked  him,  ^  Whether,  in;  cafe* 

&ty  (hould  confent  to  his  keeping  poiTei^on  of  Palermo^  h^ 

had  power  to  deliver  up  Aucufta,  and  .the  other  pofls  iffeg^ 

hdd  on  that  fide  of  the  ifland,  which  were  now  of  no  ufe  to^ 

him,  but  it  would  be  rather  a  conveniencv  to  him  to  drayp^ 

away  the  garrifons  and  troops  he  had  in  thofe  parts  to  joii^ 

his  army,  in  order  to  the  intended  evacuation  ?'   He  confeC^ 

ied,  <  He  could  not  jgjive  up,  nor  quit  the  poileffion  of  an|^ 

part  he  had  of  the  liland,  until  he  received  further  ordera 

from  his  mafter ;'  and  read  part  of  his  inftrudions  to  thcn^ 

Count  de  Mercy,  on  the  other  fide,  ihewed  him  part  of  tbq 

emperor's  orders,  which  direded  him,  ^  to  ajEree  to  a  fuC% 

i»eitfion  of  a(ms,  in  ordqr  to  the  evacuation  of  Sicily  and  Ss^-^ 

cifiizy  znd  to  concert  with  the  marAuiis  de  Lede  the  nece^ 

&ry  conditions  for  facilitating  the  fame,  and  to  adjufl  t^a^ 

affair  by  all  .reafbnablejQieafures :   But  that,  if  the  marquift 

de  Lede  fhould  not  own  his  having  orders,  or  endeavour  tq 

evade  them,  and  mn  time,  by.  pretending  to  fend  to  Madrid^ 

for  further  infbuSions,  and  not  name  a  reafbnable  time  fbct 

beginning  to  imbark  part  of  his  troops,  in  that  cafe  he  waa 

to  make  ufe  of  his  arms  to  oUise  him  to  execute  the  treaty* 

which  At  Spanifh  minifter  had  figned  at  the  Hague/    He 

farther  told  themarquiis,  that  the  ijth  of  April  was  under- 

fiood  to  be  the  tinie.  thev  fhould  go  upon  the  evacuation  ; 

but,  if  it  was  not  pomble  for  him  tQ  begin  fe  fbon,   he 

Would  not  differ  about  a  few  daysj  provided  they  entered 

now  into  ibme  agreement  about  the  manner  of  doing  it.    He 

offered  him  the  tranfports  he  had  in  his  fervice,  and  af^ 

fured  him,  that  he  fhould  be  accommodated  with  provifioos, 

and  every  thing  he  could  in  realbn  demand.    The  admiral* 

on  his  part,  gave  him  the  like  afTurances,  and  that  he  fhould 

be  efcorced  by  as  many  of  his  mafler's  (hips  as  he  fhould  dc-« 

fire.   The  marquifs  owned,  that  all  they  faul  was  reafonable  ^ 

but,   complaining  of  the  want  of  orders,  the  conference 
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Geo.  h'  Br9ke'off,  without  coming  to  any  iff^Le.     At  pJarting;  di0 
1^19/    marquifs  defired  the  admiral  toreleafe  the  hifhop  of  Mazza*^' 

.  >■    ''  •■•  ■  ra',  who^'was  bis  prifoncr,  \i:bich  the  s^dmiral  readily  con&n^ 
fed  to. 

*-purmg  thcfc  debates,  one  of  tbeEngUfliffaips  cruizing  oBf 
Palermo,  took  a  felucca,-  fcnt  by  cardinal  Aquaviva  fron^ 
Rome,  with  packets  pf  letters  ftom  Spain,  to  the  marquifij 
.  dc  Lede,  which  he  delivered  to  the  admiral  j  whoT,  feeing 
the  king  of  Spain's  feal  to  the  letters,  gjoeroufly  ferit  them 
unopened  to  the  n^arqurfs,  and  fet  the  felucca  and  c^^W  a( 
K>erty, 

'  The  conference  being  broken  offj  the  adiijiral  returned  tq 
ffie  ft*t  at  Ti:apan^  j  and  count  de  Mercy,  refolving  to^at- 
tact  the  Spaniards,  marcfhpd  towards  Alcamo,  where  he  ar-f 
ifitcd  the  Stji.of  Aprifc  N.  S.  the  marquifs  having  retreated 
flic  rarfrt  bdfoi^  ^ith  precipitation,  Reaving  fome  fic)c  meii 
behind  Whbto  he  cotrW  not  carry  away.  Xhe  marquifs  in- 
damped  ait  Valgtifcfncra.and  Sala  di  Partenico ;  but,  fe^iiig 
to  be  ftllowed  by  the  impcr;alifts,  H9  rij^r^  on  to  Montreale: 
Thei'etreat'  pt  the  5pai)iards  mafJc  cqunt  ;de  Mercy  refolvc 
©n the  fiegeof. P^lerttiO ;  in  ordqr  to' which,  he  .fent  colon^ 
baron  Nejrperg  tb  confer  with  the  adipir^f  about  the  neceflarjr 
affifta^ce  to  be  ^en  *y;  thie  ft^t  in  fecllrtatSng  the.  march  c* 
the  vitttty  towafd^  that'  plate,  by/Coaftiiig  -alohg  with  thi 
iprbvJltens  and  ^ecdBnes  th^y  flidtilcf.Want 'in  their  niarcii 
i*.\^ell  as  ii?  tjidfiege,  iarid  funplying  them  w  cannon  a^ 
jWlriltmition  for  thit  cntcrprif^.  The  neceflkry  difpofitiona 
being  con<;erted  betv^^oR  the'army  and  ffeet,  the  coqut 'de- 
camped from  Afcamo  the  i8th  of' April,  K.  S.  and  folbwetl 
the  marquifs  de  Cede,  who,  retreating  towards  Monfreale^ 
kfept  pofleffion  of  that  and  other  advantageous  pofts,  whicft 
led  into  the  plaini  before  Palermo,  fortifying  at  the  Lmp 
time  a-  ftrong  paft;  by  the  fea-fide,  called  Sferra  Cavalk^ 
which  was  another  way  between  the  fcd^lhore  and  th« 
mountains  into  the  famfc  plain-  Count  de  Mercy  beino'  i> 
rived«at  Sala  dt  Partenico,  and  not  judging  it  advifeabfe  to 
attempt  the  pafles,  which  the  enemy  poffifled  on  the  road  o! 
Moqtrcale,  he  divided  his  army  into  two  bodies,  fchdrag 
general  Zumjungen,  with  all  his  cavalry  (except  the  hulEn 
and.  a  regiment  of  dragoons)  and  (even  battalions  of  foot, 
with  the  artilleiy  and  baggage,  to  the  fca-fide,  with  orders 
to  force  the  pafs  of  Sfcrra  Cavallo,  dnd  enter  tfiat  way  mtcr 
the  plain  of  Palermo,  whilft  he  himfelf  with  the  reft  of  the 
ariny  afcended  the  difficult  mouhtains  about  Carini,  in  order 
to  get  down- tha^  way  into  the  fame  plii'n, -judging,  that,  ^ 

.     ihr 


O  F    E  K  G  L  A  K  t).  305 

tte  maiqutfi  drew  his  army  to  defend  the  pafs  of  Sftrfa  Ca«  Geo.  I* 
VftllO)  he  (hould  get  between  him  and  Palermo^  or,  at  leaft,     1719* 

hove  the  advantage  of  fkWm^  upon  hi»  rean     The  tount^ ■■■ 

having  gained  the  heights  of  the  mountains,  from  whence 
are  difcovered  the  plain  ajid  city  of  Palermo,  perceived  the 
Spanifli  army  incamped  in  the  bottom^  intending  to  obftrud 
Us  defcent,  and  occupying  all  the  pafles  in  the  way^  Here 
count  de  Mdrcy  fent  to  Zumjungen  to  rejoin  him,  which  he 
did  by  the  affimuice  of  guides^  provided  by  the  magiftrates  of 
Carina,  leaving  a  detachment'tinder  the  command  of  colonel 
b^on  de  Witgenau,  to  convoy  the  artillery  and  baggage  by 
the  way  of  the  fea-fide,  wbo^  arriving  at  the  pafs  of  Sferra 
Cavallo,  found  it  abandoi^ed  by  the  Spaniards.  On  the  2iftt  . 
die  Getmans  besan  to  defcend  from  the  mountains,  and» 
forcing  the  fevenu  paflb^  with  lefs  oppofition  than  was  ex- 
peAed)  were  almoft  all  got  down  before  night  to  the  bottom^ 
The  whole  was  a  moft  difficuk  and  fatiguing  march,  through 
ways  that  the  inhabitants  themfelves  had  rarely  praftifed, 
but  which  the  couidit  furmounted  with  great  expedition  and 
military  judgment. 

The  admiral  coofUng  along,  in  conformity  to  tlfs  motions 
of  the  armv,  came  to  an  anchor  with  the  fleet  the  aoth,  ia 
Mondello-&iy)  and  fent  fome  of  his  foldiers  to  take  pofief* 
fion  of  a  tower  on  the  pointy  and  another  at  the  landing- 
place,  as  alio  three  caffines,  that  ftbod  between,  in  order  to 
Kferve  their  communication.  On  the  22d»  the  marquifs  de 
le  fent  colonel  Lacy,  his  aid  de  camp,  with  a  letter  to 
the  admiral,  inclofing  a  Spanifh  Gazette,  wherein  was  pub«> 
tiihed  the  treaty  of  fufpei>fion  of  arms  at  fea,  concluded  at 
the  Hague  between  the  miniflers  of  Great^Britain^  France^ 
and  Spain,  which  was  to  take  place  on  the  loth  inilant ; 
and  therefore  he  oropofed  to  the^  admiral,  *  to  come  to  an 
agreement  with  him>  for  a  feparate  cefTation  of  hoflilities^ 
as  they  had  both  fuH  powers  for  thai  purpoTe ;  and  pro^ 
tefted  againft  any  violences  he  (hould  commit,  contrary  to 
the  plain  inftrudions  of  their  fovereigii^>'  This  fnare,  laid 
to  feparate  the  admiral  from  the  German  army,  had  no  ef- 
k£tj  the  admiral  returning  anfwer,  *  That  he  could  give  no 
regsird  or  credit  to  a  pretended  convention^  publiibed  in  a 
foreign  news-paper^  and  even  in  which  there  was  a  claufe, 
that  nothing  in  it  (hould  derogate  from  what  (hould  be  agreed 
between  him  and  the  marquifs,  for  what  concerns  the  Me-^ 
diterranean  fea>.  That,  as  the  Spanifh  i^iniiter  had  figncd 
the  quadruple  alliance  ever  fince  the  17th  of  February  lait, 
jt  was  fiirpriftng,  that  in  all  this  time  the  marquili  had  re^- 
Vou  XIX.  U  ceivcd 
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Geo,  I.  ceived  no  orders  for  Creating  about  the  evacifttion  of  -cW 
17 19.    ifland,  which  was  the  neccilkry  conte^uence  of  it>  bat  thl^ 
!■!     ■       he  ftill  maintained  every  point  and  poft.  with  the  feme  aed 
and  ardour,  as  before  his  mailer's  aceeflion  to  the  aliiaiit»* 
That  ^bfc  ^^^^  f^^  beginning  the  evai  uation  was  d^ledi 
and  therefore^  .without  ibme  reafonabk  feeurityy    tlidt  he 
really  intended  it»  he  coukl  coitie  into  no  agr^emtnt  far  ^ 
fufpenfion  of  arms  s  J>ut,  whenever  be  fliouki  be  hnpdwsred 
tb  treat  for  both,  he  would  moft  gladly  go  more  thati  half- 
way CO  meet  him,  and  not  only  agree  on  fuch  meafurcs  d^ 
might  put    an   end  to  the  prefenc  differences,   but  whkh 
might  reftore  and  cultivate  a  good  ufiderflanding,  Vhkh  n^ 
body  more  Ardently  wiflined  for,  than  he  did»'    This  wtt§  «ft 
advent^rous  proceeding  in  the  admiral  i   for  his  inftru^oAa 
from  England  directed  him  to  come  to  a  fu^'nfion  of  arnu  with 
-Spain,  without  flaying  for  fettling  the  terins  ^f  evacuation^ 
Mrhich  might  take  up  time.   But  his  penetration  ibew^  bim^ 
that,  if  a  fufpeniion  took  place  at  fea,  the  Spaniards  might 
introduce  what  fuccours.  and  troops  they  ploaM  iittb  the 
ifland,  which  would  unravel  all  they  had  been  doing  (    atid^ 
if  any  interruption  happened  in  the  ncgotiationiB  on  foot»  put 
the  Spaniards  in  a  better  flate  of  frofecutii^  the  war^  )mil 
perhaps  protra£l  it  another  year.     Their  late  conduft  hoi 
made  him  jealous  of  their  artifices,  Ceeii^  them  lay  hyd  of 
every  advantage  to  evade  the  evacuation  of  the  iflandy  which 
this  feparation  would  encourage,   and  render  the  way  to 
peace  more  diflant  «nd  difEcult.    He  determined  therefore, 
as  the  convention  for  a  ceflatiori  of  arms  at  fea,  figned  at  the 
Hague  the  29th  of  February,  N.  S.  left  him.  at  liberty  xti 
treating  as  he  thought  proper,  to  remain  united  to  the  Gcr« 
mans,  which,  he  prudently  ^w,  was  the  quickeft  way  tOt 
bring  the  Spaniards  to  a  compliance,  and  to  come  tnto  ttal 
meafures  for  the  evacuation  of  the  ifland.    Tlie  event  jaftiiied 
his  precaution,  and  his  condud  received  at  hottie  the  ap(Mro« 
bation  it  deferved. 

The  march  of  the  Imperialiils  had  made  the  Spamar^ 
change  the  fituation  of  their  camp,  which  they  pitched  acrofi 
the  plain  before  Palermo,  extending  their  left  to  Monte  Ca- 
puto,  and  their  right  to  the  fea  near  the  mole  of  Palermo^ 
the  whole  army  being  under  the  cannon  of  tliat  city,  and 
having  ftrong  intrenchments  before  them,  lined  with  fbtr^r 
pieces  of  cannon.  They  were  provided  with  plenty  of  m 
fhings,  9nd  feemed  determined  to  ftand  the  fate  of  a  batde* 
The  Germans  incamped  on  the  fame  plain,  in  the  front  of 
ttie  enei^y,  ^and  within  a  mile,  and  a  half  diftaace,.  with 
-       '  w  their 
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t}icir  riftbt  at  the  foot  of  the  mountainsy  from  whence  they  Geo.  I 
had  delcended,  and  their  left  reaching  to  Monte  Pelegrino,    i7io«* 
near  the  iea-fide,  the  artillery  and  baggage  being  arrived  in 
their  camp  by  the  way  of  Sferra  Cavallo.     Count  de  Mercy 
Aeim  hiinJeif  ftraitened  in  room,  and  under  difficulty  of 
fubfiitine,  whilft  the  enemy  plundered  and  inriched  them- 
lelTes  with  the  (polls  of  a  country  they  were  quickly   to 
abandon,  he  determined  to  bring  matters  to  an  engagement 
as  foon  as  poffible.     bi  order  to  it,  his  fcheme  was  to  en- 
doavour  to  get  poilcffion  of  the  mole,  by  which  means  he 
inould  flank  the  enemy,  and  oblige  them  either  to  come  to 
ft  battle  with  diiadvantaee,  or  elie  to  retire  to  Termini.     For 
^tm  pucpofe  he  detached  baron  Neyperg  on  the  a6th,  with 
fix  coiBpaaies  of  grenadiers,  to  diflodge  the  enemy  from  fome 
pofls,  which  they  had  fortified  on  the  fea-fide;  and,  to  faci- 
litate the-  iame^  fent  baron  de  Witgenau,  with  fix  other 
companieff  of  grenadiers,  to  feize  on  Monte  Pelegrinp.     At 
:^e  fame  time  the  admiral  detaching  three  ihips  to  cannonade 
the  pofts  on  the  fea*iide,  their  fire  made  the  Spaniards  aban* 
don  them,  and  the  imperialifts  took  poileflion  of  them  with* 
QMt  any  I06.     Thefe  advantages  confirmed  count  de  Mercy 
iQhis  jefolution  to  puih  his  point  that  way ;  and,  havin?  made 
t^  neceflary  difpoittions,  the  next  day  he  caufed  to  be  at* 
tacked  a  caffine  that  ftood  a  little  diftance  from  the  enemy's 
V^eaches,  but  ifaongly  fortified  with  lines,  and  fome  cannon, 
4tajwiiig  out  his  whole  army  at  the  fame  time  in  order  of 
battle,  in  cafe  the  enemy  ihould  come  out  of  their  camp  to 
iiqiport  it..    The  lines  were  foon  taken,  but  the  caffine  was 
BOt  carried   till   after  a  very  vigorous    defence  of  above 
an  houT)  wherein  the  Germans  had  about  one  hundred  and 
forty  men  killed  or  wounded  $  among  the  former  a  prince  of 
^nhak,  and  lieutenant-general  Seckendorf  wounded  in  the 
fiiould^s.     On  the  2d  of  May,  about  two  in  the  afternoon, 
the  weather  being  very  hot^  and  the  Span'ifh  guard  takiug  a 
£efto,'  aecordhig  to  the  cuflom  of  that  nation,  the  Germans 
^rprhed  a  redoubt  near  the  enemy'is  lines,  entering  the  fame 
without  firing  a  (hot,  and  pufhing  the  Spaniards  out  with 
their  bayonets  in  their  pieces.     The  marquifs  de  Lede,  being 
informed  of  it,  rofe  from  table,  and  ordered  the  army  to  be 
immediately  drawn  out,  in  order  to  retake  that  fortiiication, 
yrhich  commanded  the  v/hole  line  of  the  camp.     On  the 
other  hand,  count  de  Mercy  being  determined  to  maintain 
lush<i^,  both  armies  were  in  motion,  and  jufl  on  the  point 
8f  engaging,  when  fortunately  a  courier,  arriving  in  the  very 
iaflant  ttovx  Spzin,  in  a  felucca,  delivered  to  the  marquifs  a 

U  2  packet 
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Geo.  h  packet,  containing  full  powers  from  the  king  of  Spain  ta 
1^19,  treat  and  agree  about  the  evacuation  of  the  iflands  of  Sicily 
and  Sardinia,  and  the  tranfportation  of  the  armv  into  Spain. 
The  marquifs  upon  this  drew  oiF  hi$  army,  ana  fent  letters 
by  a  trumpet  to  the  general  and  admiral,  to  inform  them  of 
his  orders.  The  next  morning  early,  the  admiral  repairing 
to  the  German  camp,  officers  were  appointed  on  each  fide, 
n>  treat  of  the  fufpenfion  of  arms^  and  to  regulate  the  manner 
of  evacuating  both  iflands ;  and  conventions  were  drawn  up 
for  that  purpofe,  and  iif  ned,  that  for  Sicily  on  the  6tb  of 
May,  and  that  (or  Sardinia  two  days  after. 

In  purfuance  of  thefe  conventions^  the  Germans  were  put 
in  poikffion  of  Palermo  and  the  citadd  of  Cafldamare  die 
xoth,  and  the  Spanifh  army  marched  to  Termini,  a  (ea-port^ 
about  twenty-five  miles  difhint,  from  whence  the  firft  fan* 
barkation,  confifting  of  about  twelve  tboufand  foot,  and  fix 
hundred  horfe,  failed  the  20th  \of  June  for  Barcdona,  and 
the  remainder  arrived  at  the  fame  place  the  25th  of  Auguft 
following. 

Nothing  now  remained  to  be  done,  but  to  put  the  duke 
of  Savoy  in  pofleffion  of  the  ifland  of  Sardinia :  In  older  to 
which,  four  battalions  of  Piedmontefe  troops  imbaiked  at 
Palermo,  under  the  command  of  baron  St.  Remi,  and  failed 
tmder  the  convoy  of  fbme  Englifh  men  of  war  t6  OigIiari» 
where  the  admiral  arriving  as  foon  as  he  had  fettled  all  affiun 
in  Sicily,  he  ailifted  at  the  conferences  with  the  minifters  and 
Mnerals  of  the  feveral  powers  concerned,  wherein  was  reu- 
nited the  manner  of  furrendering  the  ifland  by  the  Spanifli 
viceroy  to  the  emperor,  and  the  ceffion  of  the  fame  from  the 
emperor  to  the  duke  of  Savoy ;  and,  at  the  infbmcc  of  this 
prince,  the  admiral  did  not  depart,  till  he  had  feen  the  whole 
fully  executed ;  the  Spanifh  troops  returned  into  Spain,  and 
the  duke  of  Savoy  put  into  quiet  pofleffion  of  his  new  kifl^ 
dom. 

Thus  ended  the  war  of  Sicily,  wherein  the  fleet  of  Great* 
Britain  bore  fo  illuffa-ious  a  part,  that  the  fate  of  the  ifland 
was  wholly  governed  by  its  operations,  both  competitors 
agredng,  that  the  one  could  not  have  conquered,  nor  the 
other  have  been  fubdued  without  it.  Never  was  any  fervice 
conduced  in  ail  its  parts  with  j^reater  zeal,  aAivity,  and 
judgment :  nor  was  ever  the  Britiu  flag  in  fb  high  repotatioa 
and  refped  in  thofe  difbnt  parts  of  Europe  (a}« 

During 

(a)  As  this  hiJtory  will  not  go  down  lb  low  as  Ac  admiraPs 

deatlw 
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Durii^  ihefe  tranfaAtons  in  the  Mediterranean,  the  French  Geo.  I. 
army,  under  die  command  of  the  duke  of  Berwick,  ad«     1719* 

vanciog  ■ 

pTOgftn  01 
^  die  Frcndl 

death,  h  may  not  he  imDrqoer  and  caofes  of  public  or  pn?ate  «p;n4» 
tb  iaiert  here  what  Mr.  CdrDct  events,  fliaH  find  (except  where  Spain, 
lays  of  him :  King  George*  who  the  Immediate  finger  of  proid* 
had  named  h^  for  the  earee*  dence  is  Tifible)  that  what  is 
dhioQ  ID  Sdly,  and  knew  nis  nfoally  called  ill*lnck,  is  gene- 
abilities,  nkd  to  iky  to  his  mi-  raUy  ^e  eiea  of  negligence  or 
Biilers»  when  they  applied  for  impmdence.  He  always^  pro* 
iniiuflicMis  to  he  /ent  to  him  for  cceded  npon  Iblid  principles* 
his  gnidanoe^  on  certain  impor-  and  left  nothing  to  fortnne»  that 
taat  ofraikws,  that  he  would  could  be  accompliihed  by  fofe* 
ftad  him  none,  for  he  knew  fight  and  application*  Hisfirm- 
how  to  aA  without  any ;  and,  nefs  and  plain-dealing  were  fb 
indeed,  all  die  meafnres  he  took  apparent  to  die  foreigners,  who 
abread  were  fb  txa&  and  jaft^    treated  with  him  upon  bufinefs, 

that  it  contributed  much  to  the 
dxfpatch  and  fiiccefs  of  his  tranA 
afhons  with  then;  for  they 
could  depend  upon  what  he  faiop 
and  as  they  faw  he  ufed  no  arts 
or  chicanes  himielf,'and  had  too 
difceming  a  fpirit  to  fuller  them 
to  pafs  onobferved  in  others, 
they  often  found  it  their  beft 
policy  to  leave  their  interefb  in 
nis  hands  and  management,  be« 


m  ^ 


m  to  ibuaie  with  the  counfels 
and  plan  of  nolicy  at  home. 
The  cade  of  tne  emoeror  be- 
ing beoDme  the  cauie  of  his 
maffer,  he  fared  the  interefts 
of  that  prince  with  a  zeal  and 
fidelity,  diat  flood  a  pattern  t6 
his  own  fubjeds.  He  lived  in 
fttch  harmony  with  the  imperial 
viceroys  and  generals,  as  has 
been  fcldom  feen  among  fellow- 
fnbjefts  united  in  command,  the 
want  of  which  has  proved  the 


Sveiy  fure  of  a  moft  impar* 
and  ptinAual  performance 


juin  of  nuny  important  expc^  of  whatever  he   engaged  in* 

ditions.    He  was  incapable  of  His  repntadon  was  fo  thoroogh- 

performing  his  duty  in  a  cold  or  ly  eflaolKhed  in  this  pardcuur* 

negligent  manner  i   and,  when  that  in  the  fre<]uent  difputes  and 


any  lervice  was  committed  to 
his  management,  he  devoted  his 
whole  dme  and  applicadon  to 
it ;  nor  could  any  fadgne,  or  in- 
difpofidon  of  body,  ever  divert 
his  attendon  from  any  point 
that  required  nrefait  aiijpatch. 
To  this  it  might  be  in  a  great 
meafure  owing,  that  he  was  ne- 
ver unfortunate  in  any  undei^ 
taking,  nor  mircarried  in  any 
fervice  that  was  intruded  to  his 
dsrefdon..  For  whoever  will 
trace  upwards,   to  the  iprings 


altercadons  which  arofe  between 
the  Savoyards  and  Germans  in 
the  couHe  of  the  war,  and  be- 
tween the  latter  and  the  Spa« 
niards  at  the  conclufion  of^it» 
wherein  litde  faith  or  confidence 
was  given  to  the  promifes  or  al^ 
feverations  of  each  other,  h# 
was  the  common  umpiM  be* 
tween  them,  always  fSemming 
and  oppofing  any  extravagant 
or  unjuli  cicmands  (which  the 
over- bearing  temper  of  the  Ger- 
man ffeneral  was  rcry  apt  to 
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Geo.  L  vahcing  to  the  frontiers  of  Spain,  took  Fort-Paflage»  wbcre 

1 7 19.    they  deftroyed  fix  men  of  war  or^  the  flocks.     Then  the  duke 

»..i«-i«—  formed  the  fiege  of  Fonterabia,  which  was  taken  the  5th  of 

June,     The  king  of  Spain  made  an  unfihcceisful  attempt  to 

relieve  the  place,  apd  approached  with  an  army  of  nine  thou« 

fand  foot,  and  four  thoufanj  horfc  -,  but  it  was  in  the  hands 


% 


fttggeft,  where  he  bad  the  foe- 
pertor  hand)  and  reconciling,  • 
as  mnch  as  pofiibleythe  violences 
of  war  with  the  rule^  of  honour 
and  jaflice.  When  he  departed 
fMm  Italy  to  attend  his  late  ma'* 
jefty  at  Hanover,  the  king,  a- 
xnong  maoy  gracious  expreffions, 
t«ld  nim.  that  he  had  found,  out 
the  iecret  of  obliging  his  enemies 
ai  well  as  friends,  and  that  the 
court  of  Spain  had  mentioned, 
wkh  great  acknowledgements, 
his  fair  and  friendly  behaviour 
in  the  proviftonof  tranfports  and 
other  necefikries  for  the  imbat- 
kecion  of  their  troops,  and  in 
protedting  them  fiom  many  vex- 
ations and  oppreffions  that  had  * 
been  attempted.  No  wonder, 
that  a  man.  endowed  with  fuch 
talents  and  fuch  a  di^fition, 
left  behind  him  in  Italy,  and 
other  foreign  parts,  the  charac-. 
tcr  of  a  great  ibldjer,  an  able 
iUteiinan,  and  an  honeft  man. 

,  To  give  fome  defcription  of 
his  perfon,  he  was  of  a  Hender 
con^tution,  but  well.fupplied 
with  fpirits»  which  did  not  dii^ 
play  chemfelves  {o  much  in 
gaiety  of  converfation  {iox  he 
was  modeH  in  his  nature)  as  ia 
activity  in  all  the  duties  and 
funcUons  of  life  or  bufinels,  in 
which  he  was  indefa^gable,and, 
byui  continued  habit  of  induftry,  • 
had  hardened  and  iuuced  a  body, 
not  naturally  ftrong,  to  patience 
of  any  fatigue.  He  had  mad« 
no  great  proficiency  in  fchoo^- 
learning  (wi^clv  the  early  age 


of  goifig  tofea  ieldom  admin  0f) 
but  his  great  diligence,  joiaoi 
with  excellent  natiwsi,  parls» 
and  a  jttft  feafe  of  honour,  made 
him  capable  of  condv^Un^oiftr 
cult  negotiations  and  commif* 
fions  with  proper  dignity  and 
addrefe.  In  his  younger  days 
he  was  both  in  the  fea  and  land 
fcrvice,  being  an  officer  of  foot 
in  the  ^arrifbn  of  Tangier,  buv 
preferring  the  fea,  he  was  fooB 
diilingui^d  and  &vourad  Jbf 
that  great  feaman  admiral  Rn£* 
U\  (afterwards  earl  of  Oridnl). 
who  made  him  his  firft  captaia 
at  the  age  of  twenty-ni^e,  n 
pod  equal  in  rank  to  a  r^ar-ad- 
miral ;  .and,  by  degrees,  he  ar- 
rived to  be  a  commiflk>ner  of 
the  admiralty,  and  iiUt  admiral 
of  the  fleet,  in  which  quality  be. 
commanded  in  the  war  of  Sicily. 
On  his  repairing  to  Hanover, 
his  late  majeily  was  plea&d  to 
expoefs  his  regard  to  his  eminent 
fervioes,  by  making  him  trea* 
furer  of  the  navy,  and  rear-ad- 
miral of  Great  Britain;  and  foon 
after  a  privy-cotmiellor,  and 
jkeer  of  Great  Britain,  with  the 
title  of  viicount  Torrington; 
and  afterwards  kn^ht  ot  the 
Bath,  upon  the  revival  of  that 
order.  When  his  prefent  ma* 
jefty  came  to  the  crown,  he  waa 
pjeafed  to  place  him  at  the  head 
of  his  naval  affairs,  as  firfl  lord 
commiJioner  of  the  admiralty* 
in  which  high  ilation  he  died,^ 

the  year  1733,  ^^  ^^  7^^  y^^ 
of  his  age. 


!»-. 
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of  the  Ffcn^h  before  he  could  draw  near  enough  to  it ;  ib  he  Geo.  I. 
marched  ^ck  to  Pampcluna,  doubly  difappointed,  both  of    1719. 
r^iGng  thf^  fiege,  and  ot  the  French  forces  defert5on :  For  he  , 

depended  as  much  on  an  infurreflion  in  France,  as  on  a  re- 
betlion  ia  England ;  upon  both  which  cardinal  Alberoni's 
proje^s  were  founded.  The  cardinal  ftill  refufing  to  accede 
to  the  s^uad.uple  Allianre,  the  duke  of  Berwick  took  St.  Sc- 
baftian*$  ;  and  a  party  of  French,  joined  by  two  hundred  Eng- 
liih  feamen,  made  themlclves  mailers  of  Port  Antonio,  in 
ihe  bottom  of  th?  bay  of  Bifcay,  where  two  fixty-gun  (hips 
w«re  deftroyed  on  the  fiockf,  ^nd  all  the  naval  flores  were 
t)urnt  by  the  Engliib. 

.  About  this  time  the  cardinal  received  tht  news  of  the 
;a£tion  at  Franca  Villa,  in  a  letter  from  the  marquifs  de  Lede,  wiSsoaST 
who  aflumed  to  bimfelf  the  victory.  The  cardinal  chpfe  that 
occafion  to  yield  to  the  prefling  inftances  of  the  Dutch  am- 
haflador  to  confent  to  a  peace  :  He  declared  to  him,  that  his 
Catholic  majefty^s  intention  was,  that  the  States -general 
ibould  be  mediators. 

A  few  <}ays  after,  he  fcnt  the  marquifs  de  Scotti  to  Parisjj 
from  whence  he  was  to  pafs  into  Holland,  to  carry  inftruc- 
iion)  to  the  marquifs  de  Beretii  Landi,  how  to  proceed  w.rh 
the  States.  The  duke  of  Orleans,  to  whom  he  had  orders 
to  dtdare  his  inteniions,  refufed  him  a  paflport,  faying,  ht 
cou|d  not  do  it  without  the  knowledge  of  the  emperor  and 
king  George,  who  were  ftlll  more  concerned  than  hi?n^elf  in 
^is  ^air  i  and  that  the  pailport  would  be  a  tacit  approbation 
of  the  conduct  of  the  States-general,  and  a  fort  of  acceptance 
of  th^ir  mediations  ;  dpcifions,  faid  the  regent,  that  become 
sue  i|ot  to  make.  And  indeed  the  emperor  and  king  George,' 
beijig  confulted  qn  that  head,  abfolutely  rejected  it. 

6clide$  that,  they  were  unwilling  the  States  (with  whom 
they  were  difpleafed  for  their  flownefs  in  acceding  to  the 
Qya4ruple  Alliance)  fliould  have  the  honour  of  this  media- 
tion,.  and  reap  as  it  wpre  the  fruit  of  their  conducl,  they 
liad  each  their  particular  hopes  and  views,  which  a  fudden 
peace  would  have  difappointeid.  The  emperor  wanted  to  re* 
pair  the  glory  of  his  aisms  by  the  cooqueft  of  Sicily  ;  and  king  > 
George  b^d  a  mind  to  be  revenged  for  the  uneaiinefs  given 
him,  €hi  ^count  of  the  intended  invafion  of  Scotland.  He 
was  reibived  to  make  fome  conqueft  that  (hould  indemnify 
bis  fubjedis  for  the  charge  they  bad  been  at.  He  formed  two 
proje^,  to  take  the  Corunna,  the  heft  port  of  Bifcay,  and 
to  make  himfelf'mafter  of  Peru  in  America.  Great  prepara- 
tions were  made>  fifty  tranfports  were  provided^  with  thred 
-r  U  4  bomb» 
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Geo.  I.  bomb-veflels,  and  foiir  thoufand  men  were  ordered  to  be  fit 
1 7 1 9-    rcadine fs  to  imbark  in  the  iflc  of  Wight  (b).     The  lord  Cob* 

■J  ham  was  appointed  to  coonnand  in  chief>  with  the  title  of 

captain -general  (c).  Thefc  forces,  being  imbarked,  failed 
from  St.  Helenas  the  arft  of  September,  under  convov  of  five 
or  fix  men  of  war,  commanded  by  admiral  Mighefs,  who 
was  to  be  joined  by  captain  Johnibn,  then  cruizing  offFon- 

Vtfoukca.  terabia.  But  this  jundion  was  never  made,  and  the  impor* 
tant  and  Secret  (as  it  was  called)  expedition  upon  the*  Co* 
xunna  ended  only  in  the  taking  of  Vigo,  which  furrendered 
at  the  iirft  fummons ;  the  citadel  made  fome  refinance,  but 
furrendered  likewife  in  a  few  days.  On  the  lOth  of  Odober 
the  garriibn  marched  out,  confining  of  about  three  hundr^ 
men,  befides  one  hundred  and  fifty  peafants,  there  having 
been  above  three  hundred  killed  or  wounded  by  the  bombs. 
The  Englifli  loft  but  two  officers  and  three  or  four  men. 
There  were  in  the  town  about  fixty  pieces  of  large  cannon, 
which,  when  the  enemy  abandoned,  they  nailed  and  damaged 
them,  as  much  as  the  time  would  give  them  leave.*  In  the 
citadel  were  fortv-three  pieces,  of  which  fifteen  were  brais 
fiuns,  and  two  large  mortars ;  befides  above  two  thoufand 
barrels  of  powder,  and  feveral  chefts  of  arms,  amounting  to 
about  eight  thoufand  mufkets.  All  thefe  ftores,  and  the  brafs 
ordnance,  had  been  lodged  there  from  on  board  the  ihips 
which  were  to  have  vifited  Great  Britain,  and  the  very 
troops  which  gave  up  Vigo  were  likewife  of  that  ^pedition. 
The  lord  Cobham  had  lummoned  the  adjacent  country  to 
furnifli  provifions,  and  pay  contribution,  on  pain  of  military 
execution;  and  had  fent  a  party  to  Redondella,  where 
they  found  the  old  fort  abandoned,  and  run  to  ruin,  and  the 
inhabitants  fled.  That  part  of  the  province  was  under  fuch 
ConAernation,  that  it  was  thought  half  the  people  had  run 
away  into  Portugal.  There  were  but  few  regular  troops 
in  the  province ,  but  the  marquifs  de  Rifburg  had  drawn 
together  a^  many  as  he  could  get  near  Tuy,  which  is  whbia 
three  or  four  leagues  of  Vigo. 

(b)  Seven  companies  out  of  (c)  He  had  under  him  m^or- 
each  of  the  three  regimentJ  of  general  V^adc,  the  lords  Mark 
guards ;  colonel  Chudlcigh's  re*  iCerr  and  Dunmore,  colonel 
giment,  lieutenant- general  Wa]<-  Honeywood,  brigadier  general; 
lis's  regimrnc,  lord  flinchin-  colqnel  Amiftrcng,  quarter- 
brook's  regiment ;  and  the  re>  inafter-general ;  and  colonel  Li^ 


^iments    of  Howard^   Grovf^    gonicre,  adjutant  generaL 

Hurley,  and  6ar|«)|  and  fifty 

dfigOQns, 


Twe 


I 
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Two  days  after  the  furrender  of  the  citadel  of  Vigo»  one  Geo.  L 
thouiand  men  were  ordered  6n  board  four  tranfports  under    1719. 
the  command  of  msuor-general  Wade,  to  fail  to  the  upper   ■ 
end  of  the  bav  of  Vigo,  and  to  march  from  thence  to  Pont 
a  Vedni,  ten  leagues  off.     The  magiftrates  of  the  town  met 
them  with  die  keys ;  and  there  were  found  in  the  placr  two 
forty-eight  pounders^  four  twenty-four  pounders,  fix  eight 
pounders,  and  four  mortars,  all  brals ;  befides  feventy  pieces 
of  iron  cannon^  two  thoufand  fmall  arms,  and  fome  bombs. 
The  Biddeford  man  of  war,  and  two  tranfports,  were  fenc 
tiiither,  to  bring  awav  the  bni6  cannon,  arms,  and  flores  1 
srfter  which  the  detacnment  under  major-general  Wade  was 
ordered  on  board  their  (hips,  and  the  major-general  returned 
to  Vigo,  the  23d  of  Odober.    Four  days  after,  the  troops 
being  imbarked,  the  fleet  failed  for  England  (d). 

Vice-admiral  Hofier  was  to  fail  to  the  Weft- Indies  with  a  Accenpt 
fquadron  of  men  of  war,  where  he  was  to  be  joined  by  all  npon  tiw 
that  were  in  thofe  parts  j  but  this  expedition  was  fruftrated  ^|^Jj|f " 
by  the  winds,  and  Peru  was  not  ib  much  as  attacked.  .  . 

'-  Spain,  opprefled  on  all  fides,  and  drained  by  the  great  t(*. 
forts  (he  had  made,  began  to  think  ferioufly  of  peace.    A 

{>lan  was  fent  to  the  marquils  de  Beretti  Landi,  which  he  de« 
ivered  to  the  States  die  azi  of  December.  By  this  plan^ 
England  was  to  reflore  Gibraltar  and  Port-NIahon,  smd 
France  all  the  conquefts  (he  had  lately  made :  The  fucceffions 
of  Tuicany,  Parma,  and  Placentia,  were  to  be  fettled  on  the 
queen  of  Spain's  fon,  without  beins  held  either  of  the  empe- 
ror or  empire :  All  the  (hips  taken  mis  war  were  to  be  refto« 
led  to  Spain :  Sicily,  in  the  hands  of  the  emperor,  was  to  be 
fub^  to  the  fame  right  of  reverfion,  as  when  granted  to  the 
duke  of  Sairoy :  The  pope  was  to  be  obli^  to  reftors  to  the 
duke  of  Parma  the  dudiy  of  Cafiro,  and  the  country  of 

(d)  While  the  Englifh  were  at  anchored  within  maiket-fliot  of 

Vigo,  captain  Johnibn,  com-  the  enemy's  fim>s  and  a  batteiy 

aiaader  or  the  W<;ymooth,  the  of  eight  guns*  fired  on  both,  aaa 

Windiefler,  and  another  Eng-  foon  beat  the  Spaniards  out  of 

liih  man  of  war*  came  upwim  the  battery,  which  he  took  pof« 

a  Portngueze  caml  from  Riba-  feffion  of,  and  entirely  demoiuh* 

deo,  and  being  infbnned  that  ed.  In  the  interim,  the  two  Spa« 

fheit  were  two  Spaniih  men  of  niih  men  of  war  blew  up ;  and, 

war  in  that  port,  aboot  fixteen  after  (bme  (mall  firins;  oa  the 

Jeagnes  to  the  eaft  of  cape  Qrte  •  town,  he  Tallied  ont  of  the  kaiw 

gaa,  he  made  thither ;  fent  the  hour,  taking  with  him  a  SpanKh 

boats  in  a-head  to  founds  and  merdhant-imp^  which  he  AmA 

Allowed  with  the  flups.     He  there. 
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Geo.  h  Rooc.iglionei^  Hfurped  bjr  Iiyipaeat^.  fronx  the  houTei^f  ^* 

1719.    Bcf«;    Laflrly)   the  doipinion  ^nd  conin>erce  of  thi;  WcAf 

«e s-Jftdks  (buuW  be  regulated,    according   ta  the    treaty  of 

Utr«chi. 
Aiberenf  •  Tbtffe  propoTaU  bad  been  preoeded  by  ^  ffep  v.^  ^ratefi^ 
Aiijtiacea.  {o-thaalHev  The.  aipbuion  pf  cafdin4l  Alberoni  had  rcur 
4(re4  ^.im  peribr^ly  adioits.  to.  tbe.emperor)  to  kin^  Geoj 
9Ad  to  the  duke  of  Orleao^«\  All  three  t^ad  declared,  at  \\ 
i^lMa^aledsi  that  they  wou}d  h^ark^x)  to  no  jpjpace  di»  loqg  a^ 
W^  i» place:  The  Ififigof  Spain  tho^bt  it  proper  tQ  makd 
^if9,  s^/ai:ri;&ce,  and  piirchafe  the  traqquillicy  of  bis  pepjik  af 
II19  e^i^peoce  of  ?i  roiniA^r  ev^r  unfortunate-  The  kiof  wri^ 
^  ]^  with  his  Qwx>  hgnd*  forbidding  bi/n  to  nedcUe  witl| 
ibe  a^aif^  of  flate,  19  ^poar  any  wh^fe  ^n  his.prefenc^L  tQ 
remain  in  Madrid  above  ei|{iit  di^,  and  in.Sp^n  above  tOfef 

SpMn  9c-       Tk^  plsin  of  th^e  cpurt  of  Madrid  wa$  reje^ied  as  f^(^Y^(^Yff 

?^ ^J^  tf  ti^  treaty  of  l^widoH,  and  nothing  Ipf^  would  be  acceptsd| 

2Si^  but  a  full acceifionrtQ  tb^Qyadri^e.  Alliance ;  whie^>  *ftef 

inyn^nfe  c)>iM'ffe8ii  ^  ^4ny  mort^Qations^  w3&  fiibn^ittqi  to 

}ff  t\\%kip^.w  S^9i^.    Thi^  w^  .with  Spain  has  been  ikm 

r«btotf>  wiUiom  Ti^s^rd  to  the  prd^r  of  j^cne,  th^t  an  Wen  ej 

S'  s'wholo  n]%;ht  be  forq^,  v^ii:hout  having  recoi|rfe  ^  di& 
cnt  parts  of  the  h^ftory, 
jht  king    .  Wbilft  the  king  wa^  at  Hanover^  memorials  full  of  grier 
intercedes    ^f^fi^$ -yfitte  prefeptcd  to  him.by  the  Protcftants  from  Hu^^ 
teftanu  o7'  gwy^  Folaikd,  J^irc^  Menu,'  and  particularly  from  the  Pa, 
Gtrmsn/.    laOMtOt.'    ]n  Poland,  ^:^trary  to  the  fundamental  cooftitu? 
tiOM  9f  ihQ  kiag49°ix  ^'Y^'  ^^^  exprefs  tenor  of  the  treaties^ 
ebb  Pf)^ifl)clergy.  W  ^ngfiged  the  diet  of  Grodno  tfi  t^k* 
£i»ir feme  of  t^i^  feforn|04  (owns  their  rig^t  of  fuffiragf;. .  In 
BuQgRfy^  by  thi.  credit  anfl  pradif  es  of  the  Tefuits«  ivuihy 
bobks  of  divinity,  brought  from  England  and  Holland,  were 
Goafifeafeed.    At  $^re  gnd  M^ntZj  Teveral  diurches  were  ta- 
ken; fibm  them,  an4^  given  to  th^  Catholics. 

'Thte^greateft' cooniplaints  came  from  the  Palatinate.  Tbf 
5lte(^))fAn  of  Heidelbeiig;  was  fiippre&d^  after  having  fasoi 
received,  abbve  *a  hundred  and  fixty  years  as  a  fbrnoibi  at 
iinipfi'  among  the  Reformed,  Th^  church  of  the  Holy  Qhofl 
s|t  tt^'r4dbcrg  W2S  ^Ifb  taken  from  the  Proteftants,  on  frt^^ 
^c^  of  its  beion^ipg  tp  the  courts  and  likewife  the  diurd^ 
of  /pcdMt^p^ch^  wkn  the  revenMes  of  feveral  others ;  and^ 
Ytihac  feen)«d  fiill  more  intolerable,  the  difpofal  of  the  alms  of 
A«  ftddraaoi  w^e  given  to  the  Catholics^  who  forced  tbemi 
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ihoreoTcr,   to  contribute  to  the  Popifli  €ei«cfnoftIes,   *h^  Gio.  I. 
forbid  them,  to  open  their  fliops,  or  to  woric  on  tbebo^i-     17 19* 

Ays.  

Almoft  all  the  Proteftant  ftates  and  princes  interpofcd  in 

behalf  of  the  opprcflW.     Kiog  George  diffinguifhed  himfelf 

by  his  zeal  on  this  occafion,  and  writ  very  prelfing  letters^ 

^hkh  were  fu'pported  by  memorials  frgm  his  minmers.  But 

tfu&  dShik  fucceeded  not  to  bis  wUb  :  His  reprefentations  >\*ere 

well  received,  as  they  could  rot  fail  to  be,  conCiderii>g  lus 

great  weight  ^  the  elector  Pabtine  gave  favourable  anfwers^; 

atodmade  £air  pcoinifes)  hut  the  grievances  wer^  QOt  rer. 

drefied(e). 

Inuring  the  king's  abfence  aU  was  quiet  at  home,  and  the. 

regency  had  little  to  do.     There  was  however  a  kind  of 

dilute  with  the  czar's  roitiifier  about  his  fccrctary,  who  had 

been  committed  to  prifon  by  a  juftice  of  peace.     But,  upon 

Ae  firft  complaint  of  his  mafler,  the  fecretary  was  releafed, 

and  the  j<dlice  put  out  of  his  ofHce»  and  obliged  to  beg  par- 

c|on  for  his  imprudence.   There  9^5  alfo  a  great  riot  in  June,. 

xaifed  by  the  journeymen  weavers  about  Biihopfgate  attd  Aid*-, 

gate*    They  infulted  the  women  for  wearing  caUcoe$»  and 

tore  their  gowns  off  their  backs.    The  militia  Was  ovdeted- 

(e)  The  king,  in  his  letter  to  fecuted  for  the  faith  of  Chrift  2 

die  king  of  Poland,  in  behalf  We  are  ptriuaded,    that   dits 

of  the  Protcfbuits,     exprcfied  royal  i^harity  will  draw  down 

hiinfelf  thus :  <  That  they  may,  innumerable  Meffings  from  Hea* 

for  die  future,  enjoy  their  for»  ven,  upon  the  peHbn  of  your 

]Ber  liberty  of  confcience,  which  fkcred   majefly,    and  your  ai^- 

Cannot  be  forced  by  any  hnni an  fairs/ 

iiower»    and  over  which  God        In  the  addref^  from  the  nm*- 

natlPreferyed  to  hxmfelf  the  fole  verity  of  Cambridge,  prefented'     # 

command.*  -  by  Dr.  Gooch,    the  yice^hftn*- 

At  his  return  to  England,  the  ccHor,     were  •  the    following 

aithbiihop  of  Canterbury,   ac«  words :  *  It  h  with  particular 

companied  with  ten  other  hi*  pleafore  we  behold   your  ma- 

ihops,    in     a     consratuhtory  jefty,  in  conjundion  with  other 

^ech  (aid,  among  oSicr  things,  powers,   averting  the  cauie  of 

*  I  am  alfo  directed  by  my  lords  liberty,  and  fnpporting  the  in*' 

the  biihcps  to  return  our  moft  tereft  of  our  Proteftant  brethren^ 

humble  acknowledgment  to  your  abroad,  whofe  deplorable  con-^ 

majefty,  for  the  protection  your  dition  every  day  convinces  us^'  ^ 

snajefl^  hath  been  pleafed  to  that    the  Proteftant  Profeffioii* 

give  to  our  brethren,  the  Pro*  muft  ftand  or  fall  with  die  Pit>«- 

teftanty  ot  the  Palatinate,  and  teftaat  Sacceffioxt/ 
of  Poland  and  Lidiuamai  per- 
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Gcow  I.  out  to  fupprefs  the  rioters,  of  whom  fome  of  the  ring*lcailci« 

1719.    were  taken,  and  condemned  to  ftand  in  the  pillory  (f  J» 
-      ■     ■  TTie 


(f)  OnrtAg  the  king's  ab- 
fence  died^Mr.  Jofeph  Addifon, 
Tone  17.    He  was  fon  of  Dr. 

Lancelot  Addi£Ni»  dean  of  Litch- 
field ;  and,  being  educated  at 
the  Charter-houle  fchool,  was 
frflt  from  thence  to  the  univeriity 
of  Osefadt  where  he  finiihcd 
his  ftadiesin  Magdalen-college : 
Hebecsmefirft  known  to  the 
World  by  the  excellency  of  his 
Latin  poems«  which  he  pub- 
liihed  in  the  Mufs  AnglicanSf 
and  dedicated  to  Charles  Mon* 
tkguev  carl  of  Hallifax,  who» 
together  with  the  lord  Sommers, 
then  lord- keeper  ^to  whom  he 
inicribed  the  nrft  piece  he  pub- 
iiihed  in  Englifh*  viz.  A  poem 
to  his  majefty  kine  William  III. 
on  the  taking  of  Namur,  in  the 
year  1695)  recommended  him 
to  that  pnnce,  who  gave  him  a 
penfion  of  300!.  per  ann.  and 
vnt  him  to  travel.  At  his  re- 
turn from  his  travels,  he  was 
made  commiflioner  of  appeals 
in  the  exciie  ;  afterwards  he  was 
nnder-iecretary  to  the  two  fecre- 
tymes  of  ftate,  and  fecretary  of 
Sate  himfelf  in  Ireland,  under 
two  lord-lieutq^iants :  Upon  the 
death  of  queen  Anne,  he  was 
made  iecretary  to  the  regency, 
after  that  one  of  the  lords  com- 
jnifiioners  for  trade  and  planta- 
tionsy  and  then  advanced  to  be 
one  of  the  principal  fecretaries 
Qf  ftate  to  king  Georee ;  which 
office,  by  realon  of  his  ill  flate 
of  health*  he  was  obliged  to  re-. 
i]ffn  /ome  time  before  hb  death. 
He  married  Charlotte,. daughter 
of  Sir  Thomas  Middleton,  of 
^hij^k'CsMt,  in  the  county  of 


Denbigh,  Bart,  and  lelift  of 
Edward  Rich,  earl  of  Warwick, 
by  whom  he  left  iflue  only  one 
daughter. 

July  6,died  MeinhardtSchon^ 
berg.dttke  of  Leinfier,marqaisof 
Harwich,  Sec,  knight  compa- 
nion of  the  moft  noble  order  of 
the  garter,  and  count  of  the 
facred  Roman  empire :  He  mar- 
ried  Charlotte,  eldeil  dai^ter 
of  Charles  Lewis,  ele^r-pUa- 
tiae,  by  whom  he  left  iffue  only 
two  daughters ;  Frederica,  mar- 
ried to  Robert  d'Arcy,  earl  of 
Holdernefs  (theprefentconntefi 
Fitzwalter)  and  Maiy,  married 
to  count  Dagen&lt  of  the  cm* 
pire. 

July  24,  died  HeneageFinchp 
earl  of  Aylesford ,  fecond  ion  of 
Daniel  Finch,  £arl  of  NoctiiMe- 
ham.  He  was  fucceeded byms 
fon  of  the  fame  name. 

When  the  kine  wasabroad^  a 
great  difpute  and  difference  a« 
rofe  between  the  Diilenting  Mi* 
nifters  in  liOndon.  about  fub- 
fcribing  and  nonfubfcribing 
Articles  of  Advice  for  the^<^« 
dudl  of  their  congregations. 

The  Diiienters  at  leveral  pla* 
ces,  but  more  efpecially  at  Exe- 
ter, being  jealous  that  their  mi-, 
niflers  were  not  as  orthodox  as. 
tbemfelves,  in  the  article  of  the 
Trinity,  had  demanded  of  them, 
a  confeflloa  of  Faith;  and  itpon 
advice  of  the  differences  between 
their  pallors  and  them»  on  this 
occafion,  the  Di  Renting  Mini- 
flers,   in  and  about   London, 
held  a  fynod,  to  conlult  of  Ar- 
ticles of  Advice  for  Peace-  They 
met  ai  Salters-HalL    The  main 

de- 
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The  parliament  of  Ireland  met  the  ift  of  July.    The  duke  Geo.  I» 
of  Bolton,  lord-lieutenant,  pointed  out  in  his  speech  the  fub-     1719* 
jeds  of  their  deliberations.    He  faid,  they  were  called  toge-  ■■ 

tlMf  to  conftdt  of  proper  meafures,  and  to  make  neceflbry  T^^  parlk* 
lurovifions  to  repel  or  fupprefs  any  attempt  to  involve  the  king-  j^*^^" 
dom  in  the  calamities  of  a  rebellion,  or  a  foreign  invafion.  joiy  1,. 
He  reprefented  it  as  a  ddufion  to  imagine,  that  the  defisns'of 

*    '  enemies  did  not  extend  to  Ireland,  as  well  as  to  jEng-       \ 

hend  to  be  clearly  revealed  in 
the  Holy  Scriptnrea ;  bat  are  far 
from  coodemning  any  who  ap« 
pear  to  be  with  us  in  the  main* 
though  the)r  chafe  not  to  declare 
themlelves  in  other  than  icrip* 
tare  terms,  or  not  in  oars.' 

Which  diey  farther  explained 
thus: 

*  The  haman  words»  Trinity 
and  Proper  Divinity  >  in  this  de- 
claration of  our  faithy  are  uied 
only  to  notify  the  diings  we 
fpeakof;  and  we  do  not  pre- 
fame  in  the  way  of  Teft  to  go 
into  any  particular  explanation^ 
of  thofe  things,  either  in  our 
own,  or  other  men's  words  s 
But  for  that  we  refer  to  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  whence  it  may  ap* 
pear,  diat  we  take  the  fcripture- 
account  of  thofe  things  to  be 
the  heft  and  fitteft  we  can  ufe 
on  fuch  occaiions.' 

Whilil  thefe  matters  were 
tranfadtin^  at  London,  three 
congregations  ar  Exeter  prOi^ 
ceeded  to  the  a^iual  exclufion  of 
their  paflors,  Mr.  Pierce,  Mn 
Withers,  and  Mr.  Hallet,  for 
refufing  to  fubfcribe  certain  ar- 
ticles of  Faith,  which  had  been 
prepared  for  them. 

It  is  not  unlikely  (fiiys  a  cer- 
tain author  *)  that  a  ]eadin||  •0UBuma« 
man  or  two  among  the  fabfcn* 
hers  had  private  encouragement 
from  a  great  prelate  to  proceed 
as  they  did. 

land 


debate  was  inferting  in  the  Ad- 
vice dbe  firft  articles  the  Church 
of  finriandy  and  the  anfwer  to 
siie  fifm  and  fixtfa  queflions  in 
die  Aflembl/s-Catechirm.  But, 
vpon  the  qpeftion,  it  was  ear- 
ned by  a  majority  of  fifty-feven 
aranft  fif^-thre^    *  That  no 

*  traman  compofitions  or  inter- 
«  pretations  of  the  dodrine  of 
^  me  Trinity  fhould  be  made  a 
'  ^art  of  thefe  Articles  of  Ad- 
'  vice,*  winch  they  were  met  to 
draw  up.  How  far  the  heats 
carried  them  on  both  fides,  may 
be  ften  by  what  happened  at 
die  diviiion.  One  of  thofe, 
who  were  agalnfi  human  com- 
pofitions,  faying,  as  he  went 
aut,  *  You  that  are  againfl  per- 

*  (ecntion,  cottie  up  flairs  ;*  and 
another,  who  was  for  them, 
<  You  diat  are  for  the  dodrine 
«  of  die  Trinity,  flay  below :' 

The  Subfcnbers  withdrew 
fiom  theaflembly,  notwithfiand- 
ing  the  (]ueftion  had  been  car- 
ded againft  them,  and  fet  their 
names  to  a  paper  containing  the 
IffSt  article,  and  the  two  anhvers 
before-mentioned. 

At  the  fame  time  die  Non« 
Sobfciibers  made  the .  foUowmg 
dedaiation: 

*  We  freely  dedare  that  we 
Vttcdy  diibwn  the  Arian  doc- 
trines, and  fincerely  believe  the 
dofirbe  of  the  Trimty,  and  the 
Ereper  Divinity  of  our  Lord 
Jeliis  Chrifl,  which  we  appre« 
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Qeo.  I.  iMi  ^nd  Stotland :    And,  thoMgh  thefe  ddigm  hot  be«ii  Iri-^^' 
Iji^    therto  profented  b^  the  king's  couofek  and  lode&tvgabk.^n** 

,  deavourS)  yet  it  would  be  prudent  tQ  provide  fuch  eflfaftial 

remedies  a«  might  render  it  impraAicftble  to  proceed  fv^nr 
with  any  profpe£t  of  fuccefs. 

.  ^  It  is  obvious  and  vifibie  to  every  confidering  maa^  that « 
food  agreement  and  union  among  aU  ProtAftams  will  greatly 
contribute  to  this  end  i   and  the  numbers^  as  well  as  Anct 
union,  of  the  Papifts,  among  themfelves,  together  with  their 
apparent  indinadons  and  atcucbmenc  to  th<i  kiteteft  of  tike 
PpStendef,  feeai.to  make  it  more  immediately  tteceffittTait*tfain* 
time^    in  what  manner  a  chine  lb  cisfmibie  ^nay  4)e  ontaiHedly^ 
bis  majefty  leaves  to  your  conhderation,  .add  has  comihandet! 
me  to  acauaintyou,  that  as  he  has  the  welfare  of  the  churchy 
by  law  cftablifhed,  under  his  peculiar  care,  and  reTolves  al» 
ways  to  fupport  and  maintain  it;  fo  it  would  be  very  pleaflnz 
to  him,  if  any  method  could  be  fouad  if  not  i|Konfiftent  wim 
the  fecurity  of  it)  to  render  the  Protefrant  Didenters  more 
ufeful  and  capable  of  ferving  his  M^eily,  and  ftpporting  the 
Proteftant  intereft,  than  they  now  are ;   they  having,  upon 
all  occafionS)  given  fuftcientprooA  of  their  being  well  a^-' 
ted  to  his  majefty's  perfon  and  government,  and  to  the  fuo 
treffion  of  the  crown  in  his  royal  houfe :   And  this  I  am  or- 
dered to  lay  before  you  as  a  thing  greatly  importmg  his  ma« 
jeft/s  fervice  and  your  own  fecUrity.* 
.    The  method  here  mentioned  was  already  found.     The  aft 
paOed  in  the  laft  fei£on  in  England  was  an  ample  dire^oi\  tD 
proceed  by.    Both  hotifes  a&red,  that  they  thought  it  thdr 
daty  and  ititeieft  to  promote  «  gpod  anderftanding  and  umoa 
among  all  .Protefiantt,  'to  enable  tiieih  to  withrand  the  de« 
iigns  of  fuch  numerous  and  maFtcious  enemies,  and  theiefere 
Aey  wbuld  readily  enter  into  the  cortfideration  of  fuch  me- 
thods as  might  render  the  Proteftant  Difienters  more  eaijr 
and  capable  of  fupportlng  the  Proteftant  latereft.  Accordingly, 
lUi  a^  palled  for  that  purpofe,  under  the  title  of  <  A  bill*  for* 
exempting  the  Proteftant  Di&nters  of  the  kingdom  of  Ire* 
land  from  certain  penalties,  to  which  they  are  now  fubjed.' 
The  parliament  made  other  ufieful  regulations,  for  preven- 
ting the  marriage  of  infiints  againft  the  will  of  their  parents  or 
guardians ;  for  encouraging  the  cultivation  of  lands ;  for  pre^^ 
vmting  tumults  and  fe^iou^  afttnblies ;   for  fuppreffing  to- 
nes, robbers,  and  rapparees;;  and  for  the  better  maintenance 
of  fchooh,  and  teaching  the  Englifh  tongue  throughout  the 
kingdom. 

la 
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*i»  Scc^aod  there  apfpe^red  no  remains  of  ret)eUioo.   •  The^  Geo.  L 
cb^eft  b^ing  retired,  the  [iighknders  furrendered  their  arins,^    I7^9« 
and  the  regency  feemed  to  fearno  diftufbance  from  thatquar-r  ■. 

te^)  nor  had  the?  any  onders  to  give.   However,  the  evil  w^ 
tiot  quite ^curca,  of  which  were  leen  npw  and  th«n  fomci 
fbange  proofe.    At  Edinburgh  alone,  £ve  miniftcrs,  cited  be-- 
fgre  thejpiagiflratc$„  refufed  to.acluiowledge  king  George, 
and  their  churches  were  fpfced  to  be  ihut  up. 

After  fix  months  abfence,  the  king  returned  to  London,  The  king't 
the  14th  of  November^  more  remedied 'than  ever,  on  account  return, 
of  the  great  things  he  had  done  for  the  welfare  and  intereft  of  ^**'*  '^ 
hi$  domlmon*.    He  wasteceived  with  dedlonfirations  of  the 
livelieft  )0yr  and  thefe  ^he  were  not  forward  to  ihew  it  were 
p)lni(hed  by  the  populace,  and  the  windows  broken  that  w^fe 
not  illuminated.     Whilft  in  Germany,  he  had   fent  orders 
f6r  the  meeting  of  the  parliament  on  the  23d  of  November, 
and  for  the  members  to  be  all  there,  by  reafon  of  the  impor- 
tance of  the  afFairs^he  had  tocommiAntcatie  to  them. 

.  On  that  day  thefeflien  was  opened  with  the  following  The  parlU- 
fpeech , .  read  by  the  chaocellor  to  both  beulles ;  ment  meets, 

Nov.  aj. 

'  My  lords  and  gentlemen, 

TH  E  fatisfa£^ion,  with  which  I  always  meet  you,  is 
^ery  m^hincreafedatthi^  time,  ^en  it'haipleafed 
AIn?igbty  God  (b  to  ftrengthen  the  arms  pf  Great  Bri^n 
and  Our  cdnfederaeea,  and  fo'  toprofper  our  feveml  nego^ 
(iafi^s,  thai,  by  his  U^ng  on  our  :^deavoars,  we  teag^ 
:promife  ourfelvos  to  i^eap  very  foon  the  4rw^s  of  our  fucceJ^ 
^»  .  I  ^mi  perfiiaded,  it  will  be  accouolied  by  all  my  good 
gtbjeAs  a  Aifficient  ifewaid  for  foi»e  extraordinary  ^xpence^ 
that  ^U  Europe,  as  well  as  theie  kingdoms,  is  vpon  Re- 
paint of  being  dcKvered  from  the  cakmktes  tof  war,  by  Ao' 
infiuerKse  of  Britiib  arms  and  oouaifels.  ,  Otie  Aroteftanf 
kingdom  ^  has  already  been  relieved  by  our  /eafonsbU  ifi->«  Swedau 
teij)ofitioa  ( .  and  fiich  a  ibondation  is  laU,  by  bur  iatetrea^ 
ties,* for  an  union  ampngft  other  great -ProteflaiitpoSivtrSf 
as  will  ireiy  miich  tend  to  the.&curitjr  efour  holy  re« 
ligion* 

<  Ibeliere  you  cannot  but  be  fiaprifed  attbe  contmuance 
of  the  •  war,  where  our  enemies  hav^  notUng  to  hope,  and 
fo  much  tot  iear.  It :  is  indeed  -difficukto  iitame  any  judg-' 
mcnt  of  thofe  couniels,^  whjch  haVe  broke  <ftk  of 'late  in  fa 
many  nfli  ahd  ill-concerted  meafures..  If  they  depend  upoit 
our  diviAonsat  home,vI  donbt  not  l|iit,,fci  ta.  vefyihore 

*  time. 


it6 
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Geo.  I.  *  time,   their  hopes,   founded  upon  this  expedatiori,   wM 
1719.    ^  prove  as  vain  and  iU-grounded>  as  any  of  their  former  pro* 
"  *  jefls. 

*  In  congratulating  with  you  on  this  happy  poftore  of  aF« 
'  fairs,  I  muft  tdl  yoir>  that,  as  I  have  been  very  juft  and 
*  faithful  to  my  engagements,  fo  (  have  met  fuch  frank  and 
'  powerful  returns  of  affiftance  from  my  allies,  as  willy  I 
^  doubt  not,  eihiblilh  a  lading  friendlhip  among  us« 

<  Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  commons^ 

<  You  will  fee,  by  the  accounts  I  have  Ordered  to  be  deli'^ 
vered  to  you,  how  moderate  a  ufe  I  have  made  of  the  power 
intrufted  with  me,  to  augment  my  forces  by  fea  and  land. 
I  depend  upon  the  eminent  duty  and  affedion  you  have  al-* 
ways  fliewn  to  my  perfon  and  government,  tnac  you  will 
ht  vigorous  in''  dtfpatchiiig  the  neCefiary  fMrolies  for  the 

!rear  i  to  which  purpofe  I  have  ordered  the  euimates  to  be 
aid  befortyou.  And,  at  the  fame  time,  Imuftde&eyott 
to  turn  your  thoughts  to  all  proper  means  for  lefleoing  the 
debts  of  the  nation. 


<  My  lords  and  gentlemen^    * 

t        '    .*■ 

<  You  all  muft  be  fenfible  of  the  many  undeferved  and  utH»' 
natural  troubles  I  have  met  with,  during  the  courfe  of  my 
reign.  Ourdivifions  athomehavefoeen  magnified  abroad; 
and,  by  infpiring  into  fome  foreign^  po^^s  t  falfe  opnioa 
of  our  force,  have  encouraged  thent  to  treat  us  in  a  maa« 
ner,  which  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  fliall  never  endure 
while  I  wear  it.  The  trouble  and  expence,  which  diia 
brought  upon  us,  have  been  the  moft  lovkily  complained  of 
by  thofe  who  were  the  occafion  of  them*  But  with  vour 
affiftance  I  have  hitherto  got  through  all  thefe  difficulties^ 
and,  by  the  continuance  of  your  help,  I  hope  very  foon  to 
overcome  them,  fince  the  hand  of  Grod  hath  fo  viuhly  beoi 
with  us  in  all  our  undertakings. 

*  If  the  neceffities  of  v^  government  have  fomettmes  en-* 
gaged  your  duty  and  affiodion  to  truft  me  with  powers,  of 
wfatch  you  have  always,  with  good  reafon,  been  jealotis, 
the  whole  wozld  muft  acknowledge  they  have  been  fo  ufed» 
asto  juftify  the  confidence  you  have  repofisd  in  me.  And, 
as  I  can  truly  affirm,  that  no  prince  was  ever  more  sealout  ' 
to  increafe  his  own  authority,  than  I  akn  to  perpetuate  die 
|p>erty  of  my  peofJe,  I  hope  you  will  think  of  all  proper 
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methods  to  eftabtifli  and  tranfmitto  your  poflerity  the  free*  Geo.  L 

dom  of  our  happy  conftitution,  and  particularly  to  iecure     17 19* 

that  part,  which  is  mdl  liable  toab^fe.    I  value  my  (elf      ■       ■■ 

upon  being  the  firft  who  hath  given  you  an  opportunity  of 

doing  it;  and  1  muft  recommend  it  to  you,  to  cnmpkte 

thofe  meafures^  which,  remained  imperted  the   laft  fef- 

fipn. 

^  So  &r  as  human  prudence  can  foretel^  the  unanimity  of. 

this  feiSon  of  parliament  maft  eftabli(b,  with  the  peace  of 

all  Europe^  the  glory  and  trade  of  thefe  kingdoms  on  a  laft« 

ing  foundation.     I  think  every  man  may  fee  the  end  of  our 

labours.   All  \  have  to  a(k  of  you  is,  that  you  would  agree 

to  be  a  great  and  flourifliiug  people,  fince  it  is  the  only 

means  by  which  I  deiire  to  become  a  happy  king.' 

The  addrefles  were  agreeable«to  the  fpeech,  the  king  was  Ai^n6h  ^ 
thanked  and  congratulated  for  the  great  fuccefs  of  his  mea-  bothhoBft^ 
lures  to  eftablifh  the  peace  of  Europe.  *  It  is  with  the  ut« 
ilioft  pleafure  and  fatisFadion  (fav  the  lords)  that  we  fee  the 
prefent  happy  union  between  your  ms^efty  and  the  other 
great  Proteftant  powers,  which  does  fo  vijibly  tend  to  the 
fecurity  of  our  holy  religion  ;  and  we  defire  to  exprefs  the 
deep  fenfe  which  we  have  of  your  majcfty's  feafonabte  inter- 
pofitton  for  the  poor  persecuted  Proteftancs  abroad  >  and  we 
humbly  befeech  your  majefty,  that  you  would  be  pleafed  to 
continue  your  powerful  proteSion  and  offices  in  favour  of  ' 

them.' .  They  concluded  with  faying,  •  We  promife  our- 
felves,  that  the  whole  world  will  foon  be  convinced  with 
how  little  foundation .  the  enemies  of  your  majefty  and  your 
ktngdon>s  have  flatteitd  themfelves  to  reap  any  benefit  from 
cur  inteiUne  divifions.  • 

We  ftould  be  wanting  in  our  duty  to  your  majefty  and 
cmr  country,  if  we  did  not  return  you  majefty  our  moft 
hearty  thanks  for  that  tender  and  unprecedented  care  and 
concern,  your  majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  exprefs  in  your 
moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne,  for  the  liberties  of 
your  people,  and  the  fi;tiedom  of  our  happy  conftitution/ 

The  commons,    after  thanks  and  congratulation^   very 
ftrongly  cxpreflcd  their  affurances  in  thefe  words  : 

*  We  crave  leave  to  affurc  you  maiefty,  that  we  will# 
on  our  parts,  by  the  vigour  of  our  refolutions,  for  the  fup-^ 
port  of  your  government,  and  by  thedifpatch  which  we  will 
gijre  to  the  nccef&ry  fuppiies,  convince  the  world,  that,  if 
our  enemies  have  conceived  any  hopes  from  our  diviitons  at 
home,  this  hath  been  the  vaiiieft  of  all  their  projects.    And 

VpImIX.  X  we 
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Gieo.  L  we  will  enable  your  majeflyi  in  ooiKCit  with  your  litict, 
1719*    eSedually  to  ftipporc  and  petk&  ibofe  juil  and  equitable 

ii  I  meafures  which  have  beea   taken  to   eftablifli^a  gencnd 

peace* 

And  We  farther  afiure  your  m^efly^  That  we  will  apply 
ourfelves  to  find  out  the  bcft  means  for  leilening  the  debu  of 
the  nation,  and  fupporting  the  public  credit,  and  will  concur 
in  all  proper  methods  to  eflabliih  and  preferve  the  freedoni 
of  our  happy  conftitution,  for  which  your  facred  m^efty 
has  given  fo  many  tender  proofs  of  your  care  and  amcc* 
tron/ 

thtpttnze     ^  ^^^  ^'"S  ^^  recommended,  in  bis  Ipeech,  the  thinkjng' 

^Ui^eOed.  of  proper  methods  to  eftablilb  the  freedom  o(  the  conftitution 
(by  which  was  meant  the  peeragc-blU)  the  duke  of  jiuck^ 
ingham,  two  days  after  the  beginning  of  the  feffioii,  revived 
the  bill  for  limiting  the  peers,  which  had  been  dropped  by  the 
prorogation*  In  oppofition  to  this  bill,  earl  Cowper  fiud» 
*-  Befides  the  reafons  that  induced  him  laft  feffion  to  be  againft 
this  bill,  he  had  now  another,  that  weighed  iu>  Ie(s  with  hint 
Chan  all  the  reft,  the  earneftnefs  with  which  it  was  rccoai-^ 
mendedy  and  the  eagernefe  with  which  it  was  brought  before 
them  at  the  beginning  of  a  feffion.  He  had  obferved  both 
from  hiftory,  and  his  own  experience,  that,  in  affairs  of  mo* 
Dnent,  precipitation  was  ever  dangerous^  and,  in  many 
cafes,  to  be  fufpe^led }  and,  for  his  own  party  be  couU  noft 
help  being  of  opinion,  that,  if  there  were  no  fecret  meaning 
in  this  bill,  fomc  men  would  not  be  fo  preffing  for  it.'  To 
this  the  eart  of  Sunderland  anfwered,  <  That  it  could  nol 
with  any  iuftice  be  faid,  that  any  precipitation  had  been  ufed 
in  this  ait'air,  fince  the  bill  in  ^ueftion  bad  been  brought  in 
the  laft  fcftion,  and  then  thoroughly  examined,  j,  ib  that  be 
-  doubted  not,  but  every  member  of  that  houfe  was  fully  ap* 
nrifcd  of  ity  and  ready  to  give  his  vote  for  or  againft  it. 
That  the  reafon  why  k  was  brought  in  (0  foon  at  this  timet  ' 
he  conceived  to  be,  that  it  might  give  no  interruption,  to  thq 
other  important  affairs,  which  the  king  had  recommended  to 
his  parliament;  And,  as  for  any  fecrcc  meaning  in  this  billy 
be  felemnly  declared,  he  knew  of  no  other,  but  what  his 
majefty  had  been  pleafed  gracioufly  to  intimate  in  his  fpeecht 
the  fecuring  the  freedom  of  our  conftitution,  by  preventio:;^ 
lor  the  future,  the  abufe  of  one  branch  of  the  royal  preroga« 
live,  of  which  they  had  a  fatal  inftance  in  the  late  reign, 
ani  which  had  given  juft  offence,  aixl  terrible  apprehenfion^ 
M)  ail  k>ber  men.'  1  o  this  it  was  replied,  <  That  if  it  was 
Voreicen,.  tli^it  bill  might  interrupt  the  other  important  aftkirs. 
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h  had  bcM  sdvifeflbltf  to  kee|i  tt  till  the  mi6i)t,  or  to^var<ls  Geo.  1< 
tbe  cjhd  of  the  Teffioikit  ^tid  to  begin  ^mfa  the  king's  bufinefv/    i7i9« 

Bist  the  litike  of  fitiekd  ^oinpromifM  the  matter,  by  iaying^     

*  ^hait^  for  his  trwn  part^  he  apprehended  Do  danger  from 
*  ibis  bflli   and  if  it  was  attended  with  any  inconveniencie^^ 
as  allhtmian  affairs  «^re  apt  to  be^  time  would  difcoverit; 
aiidthen,  as  in  all  other  cafes,  they  might  apply  a  remedy  ia 
h.    As  to  the  time  of  l/ringlng  it  in,  he  thought  it  no  rta- 
ftthl  oUedion,  fince  this  houle  had  no  other  bofmeb  to  gd 
ti]k>fi }   but  that  he  forcfatir,   that)  whatever  dlfpatch  they 
liiade  in  that  hSii  it  would  not  get  fo  quick  a  pafiage  f  n  th^ 
oflher  houfe/    After  ehefe  fpeeches,  the  bill  palTed  the  loidsl 
tIMiout  any  fiirther  oppofition,  and  was  fcht  to  the  coof- 
Aions^    where  ft  was  oppofed  by  a  great  man^  members^ 
Mr.  Craggs  urged  in  fit? our  of  the  bill,   *  That  his  majefty^ 
ilnce  his  acceffion  to  the  throne,  had  had  no  other  view  thaft 
to  procure  the  good  and  happinefs  of  his  futjeds^  and  to  fecuiV 
ihar  rights  and  liberties.    Thdt  havings  in  his  royal  wifdotiii 
confidered  the  abtife  that  was  made,  in  the  laft  reign,  of  that 
branch  of  the  prerogative  relating  to  the  creating  of  peertf, 
lArhirh  abufe  had  brought  the  liberties  of  Great-Britain,  and 
ef  all  Europe,  into  immediate  danger,  his  majdiV)  through 
ft  eondefcenfion  worthy  of  a  prince  truly  magnanimous,  bad 
gradoufly  been  pkzkA  to  confent,  that  fuch  bounds  be  fet  to 
that  part  of  the  prerogative^  as  mav  prevent  any  exorbitant  and 
dangerous  exercife  of  it  for  the  time  to  come*     That  it  waa 
€)nly  in  the  reign  of  good  princes,  that  legiflators  had  oppor- 
tunities to  remedy  and  amend  the  defe£b,  to  which  all  ho^ 
man  inftitutions  are  fabjed:  And  that,  if  the  prefent  occafioli 
iif  reflifying  that  apparent  flaw  in  our  conftitution  wefe  loft^ 
h  might  perhaps  never  be  retrieved/    Mr.  Walpole  fpoke  oil 
the  other  fide,  and  endeavoured  to  anfwer  all  that  had  been 
ioffered  for  the  bilh     He  took  notice,  *  That  among  the  Ro- 
anans,  the  wifeft  people  upon  earth,  the  temple  of  Fame  wzS 
placed  behind  the  temple  of  Virtue,  to  denote,  that  there 
ivas  no  coming  to  the  former,  without  going  through  the 
other.     But  that,  if  this  bill  pafled  into  a  law^  one  of  th« 
mo"ft  powerful  incentives  to  virtue  "would  be  taken  away^ 
fince  there  would  be  no  coming  to  honour,  but  through  th« 
winding-fhcet  of  an  old  decrepit  lord,  and  the  grave  of  aa 
octina  noble  family.     That  it  was  matter  of  jutt  furprife^ 
that  X  bill  of  this  nature  ihoald  cither  have  been  projeded^ 
or  at  leaft  promoted  by  a  gentleman,  who  not  long  ago  fat 
amongft  them,  and  who,  having  got  into  the  houfe  of  pcers^ 
would  now  (hut  up  the  door  after  him.    That  this  bill  would! 
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.  Geo.  I.  not  only  be  a  difcoungement  to  virtue  and  merits  but  alib 
.  17 19.    indanger  our  excellent  conftitution:    For,  as  there  wm  a 

•— <*«—  due  balance  between  the  three  branches  of  the  legiflatuit, 
if  any  more  weight  were  thrown  into  any  one  of  tbofe 
branches,  it  would  deftroy  that  balance,  and  oonfeauentlf 
fubvert  the  conftitution.  That  the  peers  were  akeaay  pot- 
.  fefled  of  many  valuable  privileges  s  and  to  give  them  more 
power  and  authority,  by  limiting  their  number,  would,  in 
time,  bring  back  the  commons  into  the  ftate  of  the  Jervile 
dependency,  which  they  were  in,  when  they  wore  the 
badees  of  the  lords.  That  he  could  not  but  wonda,  that 
the  lords  would  fend  fuch  a  bill  to  the  commons;  for  how 
could  they  exped,  that  the  commons  would  give  their  con- 
currence to  fo  injurious  a  law,  by  which  they  and  their  po* 
fierities  are  to  be  excluded  from  the  peerage  ?  And  how 
would  the  lords  receive  a  bill,  by  which  it  would  be  enaSed^ 
•  that  a  baron  fliould  not  be  made  a  vifcount,  nor  a  viibouDt 
be  made  an  earl,  and  fo  on  ?  That,  befides  all  this,  that 
part  of  the  bill,  which  related  to  the  peerage  of  Scotland, 
would  be  a  manifeft  violation  of  the  ist  q(  Unioo,  on  the 
part  of  England,  and  a  difhonourable  breach  of  tnift  in 
thofe  who  reprefented  the  Scots  nobility.  That  fuch  an 
infringement  of  the  Union  would  endanger  the  intire  diC* 
ibiution  of  it,  by  difgufting  fo  great  a  number  of  the  Scots 
peers,  as  (hould  be  excluded  from  fitting  in  the  Britifli  par- 
liament. For  as  it  was  well  known,  that  the  revolution- 
fettlement  ftood  upon  the  principle  of  a  mutual  compaA,  if 
we  Should  break  firft  the  articles  of  union,  it  would  be  na- 
tural for  the  Scots  to  think  themfelves  thereby  fineed  from  all 
allegiance.  And  as  for  what  had  been  fuggefted,  that  the 
ele&ion  of  the  fixteen  peers  was  no  lefs  expenfive  to  the 
crown,  than  injurious  to  the  peerage  of  Scotland,  it  mieht 
be  anfwered,  that  the  making  twenty-five  hereditary  fittuig 
Scots  peers  would  ftill  increafe  the  difcontents  of  the  elefiiog 
peers,  who  thereby  would  be  deprived  of  a  valuable  confi- 
Oration  for  not  beins  chofen.'  After  thefe,  and  fevcral 
other  fpeeches,  the  bill  was  at  laft  rgeded  by  a  majority  of 
two  hundred  and  iixty^nfne  againft  one  hundred  and  feveoty- 
feven.  Thus  the  prerogative  of  increafing  the  number  of 
the  peers,  as  the  king  fliould  think  proper,  which  he  feemed 
fo  willing  to  diveft  himfelf  of,  was,  as  it  were  againft  his  confent, 

*  Sir  J.     prcferved  to  him.    It  was  obfcrved  by  an  *  oppofer  of  the 

Packingtoni  bill,  that  fome  perfbns  had,  through  indifcretion,  occafioncd 
an  unhappy  difference  [in  the  royal  family]  and  he  was  ap- 
prehenfive  if  that  bill,  fo  prejudicial  to  the  rights  of  the  next 

heir. 
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heir,  fhoM  pafs  into  a  law^  it  might  render  that  difference  Geo.  I.  '* 
trreconcileable.    This  waa  /aid  chiefly-  with  regard  to  the    1719. 
cfarl  of  Sunderland,  who  promoted  the  bill  with  the  greateft  ■ 
eagernefs.    It  was  alfo  reported  that  Mr.  Craggs  was  to  have 
been  one  of  the  fix  Englifo  peers,  to  be  created  after  the  paf- . 
fine  of  the  bill. 

During  this  feflion,  a  bill,  for  better  fecurin^  the  depen-  a  bill  for 
dency  of  Ireland  upon  the  crown  of  Great-Britain,  pafled  Securing  the 
both  houfes.     This  bill  took  its  rife,  from  an  appeal  to  ^he^^PJ^^^ 
houfe  of  peers  in  England,  by  Maurice  Annefley,  againft  a  pr.  h.^/ 
decree  of  the  faoufe  of  peers  in  Ireland ;  which  the  Britifh  Pr/H.  C* 
bottfe  of  peers  received,  and  ordered  the  barons  of  the  Ex- 
chequer in  Ireland  to  caufe  Mr.  Annefley  to  be  forthwith  put 
in  pofleiEon  of  certain  lands  in  the  county  of  Kildare,  of 
whidl  he  had  been  di(poilIeiIed  by  virtue  ot  a  decree  of  the^ 
fcoufe  of  peers  in  Ireland.    Purfuant  to  this  order,  the  barons 
of  the  Exchequer  in  that  kingdom  iflfued  out  an  iniun£lion  to 
Alexander  Burrows,  iherifF  of  the  county  df  Kildare,  and' 
tct  (everal  fines  upon  him,  for  rcfiifing  to  put  it  in  execution ; 
ivhicb  the  houfe  of  peers  in  Ireland  difcharged,  and  voted^ 
Aat  Jefirey  Gilbert,  ktfd  chiefs  baro^  of  the  £xcheqja^» 
John  rocUington,  and  Sir  John  St.  L^er^  die  other  barbffis 
of  the  Exchequer  in  Ireland,  had  a^ed  in  manifeft  derogation' 
to  the  long's  prerogative,  in  his  high  court  of  parliament  in' 
Ireland,  as  alfo  of  the  rights  and  privile^  of  this  kingdom, 
and  of  the  parliament  thereof.    Thefe  barons  were  alio'  or-' 
dered  to  be  uken  into  cuftody  of  the  ufher  of  the  blade- . 
rod/a), 

.  Thfi  houfe  of  peers  in  Ireland  drew  up  a  long  reprefenta-; 
lion  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the  king,  fetting  forth  their  right 
to  the  final  judicature  of  caufes  in  that  xii^dom  ;  and  the: 
duke  of  Leeds,  in  a  proteft  againft  a  vote  pafled  in  the  houfe 
of  peers  in  Engfand,  gave  fifteen  reafons  to  fupport  the 
daim  of  the  houfe  of  peers  in  Ireland.  But  the  houfe  of 
lords  in  England  refblved,  *  That  the  barons  of  the  Excbe* 
quer  in  Ireland  had  aded  with  courage  according  to  law,  in' 
iu[^rt  of  bis  majeldy^s  prerogative,  and  with  fidelity  to  tl^e 
crown  of  Great-Britain;'  and, ordered  an  addrefs  to  the 
king,  <  for  conferring  on  them  fome  marks  of  his  royal  fa* 
vMir^  as  may  be  a  lecompenfe  for  the  ill  ufage  they  have  re« 

(a)    Several    lords  diflented    Fitz-William8,  and  the  bifhops 
from  diefe  idbludons,  viz.  the    of    Meath,    Kildare,    Kniala« 
lord  MicUleton»  lordJiigh^chati-    Kilmore,  and  Perry, 
celtor,  thclords Doncrayle and  .   :r    .  t    . 

X  J  ceivtd. 
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Cjco,  I,  ccivcd,  by  being  unjuftly  ccnfured,  ai>d  illegally  imprUbned 
I719-2Q.  for  doing  their  duty.*    Then  i(  was  that  the  bill,  *  for  bet* 

— |er  fccuring  the  dependency  of  Ireland,*  was  brou|bt  in,  and, 

fA,  *if     having  pafled  the  houft  of  lords,  was  fent  down  to  the  com- 
mons.    Mff  Pitt  wa$  the  (irft,  who  fpoke  sgainft  the  bill, 
bL.iu.^:,  as  he  faid,  it  feemcd  calculated  for  no  other  purpofc, 
^h^n  to  incre^fc  the  power  of  the  Britifh  boufe  of  peers, 
which,  in  his  opinion,  was  already  but  top  great.     He  wa^ 
fccondcd  by  Mn  Plummer,    who  excepted,   in  particular, 
figainft  the  preamble  of  the  bill,    as  incoherent  wijh   the 
ehafting  part  5  which  was  partly  owned  bv  Sir  Jofepb  jekyll, 
"      "  who>  in  the  main,  fpoke  for  the  biij[.     Mr.  Hungcrford,  on 
tbe  other  h^nd,  endeavoured  to  fliew,  that  Ireland  was  ever 
independent  with  reibeft  to  cq]irt$  of  judicatures  ^nd  he  was 
iyppbrted  by  the  lord  Molefworth,  the  |brd  Tyrconnck  ai)4 
ibme  ojher  members  i  but,  Mr.  Yorjce  having  fupported  the 
piaft^r  of  the  roll?,  tb^  bill  yw  at  j^ft  ^ppc}  to,  ap4  r«cci?al 
4^  foyal  gfleiit  (b}. 


<^b)|  1%^  9&WU  IS  Mlam$i  sffombled,  andliy  the  tsl, 

.  ^  Whereasattcnipfis  hwt  been  oT  cbe  ftaitf,  That  Uk:  fiu4  king-* 

Ifirely.  maik  tQ  th^e  p^  the  ftib'  iom  ^f  Ir(9|aDd  badi  bre%  i^ 

jfdiiHi  of  f  relanfi  unto,  aad  f^-  ap^,.  1^  right,    oagbt  to    U^ 

pefvcl^Qce  upon,    the  iinperial  fubord)uate  unto,   and  depeikv 

cVo>Mi  of  this  realm,  whicn  will  dent  upo;),  tne  iinpeni^  crow^ 

be  x>f  dangerous  copr'quencc  to  of  Great-Britain,  as  being  iib- 

Cit«t-)Sritain^id  Ireland.  feparably  united  and    apne^ 

Attii  whereas  .the   honft  of  thei^eupto ;  an^l  thgt  the  kiiig'l 

lords  in  Ireland,  in  or^  there-  majefty,    by  and  with  the  ad« 

to,  havfs,  of  late,  a^aiiUl  h«r,  vice  and  confeM  of  the  loidi 

Hffifined  to  tkemfelves  a  power  fpiritaal  and  temporal,  and  cooh 

And   jorifdif^oD   to  «ica]isine,  mo&s  of  Great- i^ritaid  in  par^ 

corredi,  and  aintod  thej^d^f*  liament^MlSemble^,  ha^  hatkf 

isents  and  decrees  of  the  courts  ^nd,  of  right,  ought  to  havf, 

pf  juflice  in  the  k  ingdom  of  Ire-  full  po\^  er  and  authority  to  make 

Japd  :  Therefore,  for  the  better  feiws  apd  ilatutcs  offuQ^ient 

^uripg  of  the  depeadcficy  of  for?e  and  validity,  to  bind  the 

Xrdapd  upon  the  (crowpoflr'eat-  peppk  ^i    the   JciD^dDm  of 

Britain,  may  it  pleafe  yoor|tta-  Jrelahd. 

|efty,*  di|tt  it  may  lie  enaded ;  Ao^t  be  it  farther  enadedairf 

^ni  It  is  liereby  declared  and  dcdts^ed  hf  Che  aadioritf  Mdmn 

rna£led,  by  the  king's  moft  ex-  iaid,  That  the  houfe  cv  lords 


ten^i 
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About  this  time  a  mifiinderftanding  happened  between   Geo.  I, 
Mr.  Lecbmere,  attorney-  general,  and  Sir  William  Thompfon,  1 7 1 9-  2C« 
lollicitor'geaeraiy  which  was  carried  To  f^r  in  a  grand  com-  ■ 
mittee  of  the  commons,  the  i6th  of  March,-  that  Sir  Wil- 
liacn  charged  Mr.  Lechmere  wich  breach  of  his  oath,  truft> 
^indduty^  as  aprivy-counfellor  ^  urging,  <  that  he  a<5led  as 
council,  and  received  fums  of  money  for  his  advice,  in  mat- 
tcn  to  him  referred  by  the  privy- council,  as  attorney-gene- 
ral*'   After  this,  he  proceeded  to  the  reading  of  feveral  re- 
ports, made  either  by  the  attorney-general  or  himfeif,  but 
was  interrupted  by  Mr.  Craggs,  who  faid,  '  They  were  not 
there  to  examine,  who  was  the  heft  lawyer ;   but  that,  a 
heavy  accufation  havii)g  been  raifed  againft  a  gentleman  of 
difitnguiChed  merit,  and  in  very  eminent  ftations,  it  was  in- 
cumbent upon  the  accufer  to  produce  clear  evidence  to  make 
good  bis  charge/    Upon  this,  Mr,  Lechmere  flood  up  in 
His  own  defence,  and  faid,  '  he  had  the  honour  to  be  a  prir 
yy-counfellor,  chancellor  of  the  duchy,  attorney-general,  a 
member  of  that  houfe,  and  a  gentleman  ;  and  therefore  fuch 
a  heinous  accusation  could  not  but  fall  the  heavier  upon  him ; 
Xhat  he  owned  himlelf  liable  to  a  great  many  human  frail- 
ties and  imperfections  1    but,  as  his  confcience  intircly  ac- 
quitted him  of  the  crimes  laid  to  his  charge,  fo  he  defied  all 
(he  world,  and  theworftof  his  enemies,  to  prove  him  guilty 
of  corruption  or  unwarrantable  pnu^ices  ;   That,  though  he 
was  thus  wrongfully  accufed  in  fo  folemn  a  manner,  yet,  as 
a  gpod  Chriftian,  he  did  heartily  forgive  his  accufer,  and 
was  willing  to  believe,  that  he  was  pcompted  to  this  rafh 
aAion,  rather  by  miftak^  or  ignorance,   than  by  malice  ; 
concluding,  with  defiring  that  honourable  aflembly  to  fift  and 
weigh  the  whole  matter  with  their  ufual  candor,  impar- 
tiality, and  equity,    and  to  excufe  any  unguarded  expreA- 
fK>ns,  that  might  efcape  him,  in  vindicating  his  innocence.' 
^fter  this  feveral  witnefies  were  fworn,  and  ei^ht  or  nine 
of  them  examined;  but,  their  depofittons' amounting  to  no 
more,  than  that  Mr.  Lechmere  had  taken  nothing  but  his 
ufual  fees,  as  chamber-counfellor,  the  accufation  laid  againit: 
him  appeared  groundlefs  to  the  committee,  and  was  declared 
by  the  houfe  to  be  malicious,  falfe,  and  fcandalous. 

tenccy  or  decree,  given  or  made  JDent»  fentence,  or  decree,  are, 

in  any  cogrt  wiuun  the  faid  and  are  hereby  declared  to  be, 

kinfdbm;    and  that  all   pro-  utterly  null  and  void,  to  all  in- 

ceedjogs  before  the  (kid  houfe  tents  and  purpofcs  whatfoever.* 
of  lords>  upon  any  fuch  judg- 

X4  Oa 


32S  T  H  E    H  I  S  T  O  R  Y 

Geo.  I-      On  the  8th  of  March,  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll  prefented  to  the 

X  719-20.  houfe  a  bill,  to  prevent  the  impious  praAfce  of  duelling  9 

>,  which  was  occafioned  by  a  duel  between  Mr.  William  Atd«> 

A  bill  a-      worth  of  Windfof,  and  Mr.  Owen  Buckingham,  member  of 

S"d  0"^'  P^^J'^'^^^t  for  Reading  ;  who,  quarrelling  after  having  drank 

ped  by°^  ^^^  frcelv,  fought  in  the  dark,  and  Mr.  Buckingham  was 

lords.  killed.     But  this  bill  was  dropped  in  the  houfe  of  lords. 

The  Sooth-      The  king  had  cameftly  recommended,  in  his  fpeech,  Ac 

to  fchCTBc.  confideration  of  all  proper  means   for  le(&ning  the  debts  of 

the  nation.    Accordingly,  a  fcheme  was  laid  to  reduce  all 

the  public  funds  into  one,  for  difcharging  the  national  debt. 

The  South-Sea  company  and  the  Bank  of  England  prefented 

their  feveral  proposals  to  the  houfe  of  commons.    The  Iiber« 

ty  of  taking  in  the  national  debts,   and,  in  confequence 

thereof,  of  increafing  their  capital  ftock  and  yeariv  fund, 

was  looked  upon  as  a  very  valuable  benefit ;  and  thercfbie 

the  conteft  between  the  Bank  and  the  South-Sea  company 

'was  great.     They  endeavoured  to  outbid  each  other  in  par* 

liament.    The  South-Sea  company,  for  the  liberty  of  taking 

into  their  ftock  the  irredeemable  and  redeemable  debts,  by 

purchafe  or  fubfcription  (amounting  to  above  thirty  millions) 

offered  at  iirft  3,500,0001.  to  be  paid  into  the  ucbequer 

by  four  equal  quarterly  payments,  b^inning  at  Lady-day 

1 72 1.     And  agreed,  that  their  whole  capital  (hould  be  re* 

duced  to  4  per  cent*  after  Midfummer  1727,  and  be  thence* 

forth  redeemable  by  parliament. 

The  Bank,  for  the  like  liberty,  offered,  upon  the  long 
and  fhort  annuities,  three  years  purchafe,  which  (if  the  whole 
purchafe  was  completed)  would  amount  to  about  293679600K 
and  20  per  cent,  upon  the  redeemable  debts,  amounting  to 
about  3,180,0001.  So  their  whole  offer  was  above  five 
millions  and  a  half. 

But  the  South' Sea  company,  being  refblved,  at  any  rate* 
to  obtain  the  liberty  of  taking  in  the  public  debts,  ofieredy 
{n  a  fecond  fcheme,  not  only  500,000!.  more,  but  aHb  ibar 
years  and  a  half  s  purchafe  upon  all  the  annuities  they  (honid 
take  vA'sO  their  capital  ftock,  which  (if  all  the  annuities  were 
taken  in)  would  amount  to  about  39567,503 1.  So  that  their 
whole  ofler  was  about  7,567,5001.  They  likewife  offered 
to  circulate  1,000,000 1,  in  Exchequer  bills  gratis,  and  py 
3  per  cent,  intereft  for  that  million  }  as  alio  one  yearns  pur* 
f:hafe  upon  fuch  annuities,  as  fhould  happen  not  to  come 
into  the  company's  capita}>  before  the  ift  day  of  March 

Tboopi 
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Though  the  Bank  made  foihe  fknber  aid^ficei,  AhrfclmM  Geo.  tV 
of  the  South-Sea  companv  was  zpprovei  of  by  the  coftUMRS^  i'fi^Ttii 
«nd  a  Ull  was  ordered  to  oe  brought  in.  '  ^         *■    ■     1 

'  While  this  affair  was  debating  in  the  houfe  of  commomj 
tiie  flocks  of  the  Sooth-Sea  coin{>an7  gradually  role  from 
130  to  aboye  30O9  and  advanced  to  near  400 }  but»  aAcJP 
ibme  fluduation,  fettled  at  about  330^  in  Whidi  fbte,  \riA 
little  variation,  they  continued  tothe  end  of  March.  Thi^ 
-great  rife  was  diiefly  owing  to  the  t^eSdon  of  a  motion  ftr 
«  daufe  in  the  South  Sea  bill,  to  fix  what  fliare  in  the  capital 
%>ckof  the  cobipany  the  proprietors  of  the  annuities  IhoiiM 
have^  who  ihould  voluntarily  fubferibe,  or  how  many  yean 
-purchafe  in  money  ^kj  fliould  receive  upon  fubfcribing,  ^ 
the  choice  of  the  proprietors.  It  was  pretended,  th^t  th» 
obliging  the  company  to  fix  a  price  upon  the  annuities  mig^ 
^endanger  the  fuccefs  of  fo  beneficiail  an  undertaking :  Tfiat^ 
as  it  was  the  intereft  of  thecorripany  to  take  in  the  annuities^ 
46  it  v^as  not  to  be  doubted,  they  would  ufe  all  their  endea* 
vours  for  that  purpofe,  andbflRer  fuch<  tetms  to  theanmii* 
tants,  as  Would  encourage  them  to  come  in  voluntarily : 
That  therefore  the  oompany  ought  to  be  allowed  a  compe* 
tent  tfane  to  try  what  they  could  do;  and  if,  in  a  fubfequent 
leffion  of  parliament^  it  fliould  appear,  that  the  conditiona 
offered  to  the  annuitants  were  not  leafonable,  and  confer 
quendy  had  been  ineffediual,  the  commons,  in  fuch  a  cafe^ 
might  give  what  direftions  they  ihould  think  proper  about 
die  matten  Upon  thefe  and  other  reafons,  the  motion  was 
fvjeded ;  and  foon  after,  the  bill  for  enabling  the  Souths 
8ea  company  to  increafe  their  capital  (lock,  paffed  the  com-  Afra  %, 
fnons,  by  a  minority  of  a  hundred  and  feventy-two  againft 
4i(ty*five,  and  fent  to  the  lords  for  their  concurrence,  where 
it  occafioned  a  long  debate.  .    . 

The  lord  North  and  Grey  (poke  firft  againft  the  bill, 
which  he  reprelented  to  be  <  unjuft  in  its  mature,  and  might 
prove  fatal  in  its  confequences,  fince  it  feemed  calculated  for 
Che  inriching  of  a  few,  and  the  impoverifhing  of  a  great 
many,  and  not  oidy  made  wav  for,  but  countenanced  and 
abchorifed  the  fraudulent  and  pemidous  pradice  of  ftock- 
jobbing,  which  produced  an  irreparable  miiirhief  in  diverting 
die  genius  of  the  people  from  trade  and  inddfay.'  Hia 
lordmip  was  fupported  by  the  duke  of  Wharton,  who  en* 
deavoured  to  ihew,  ^  That  the  South*Sea  prcged  might 
prove  of  infinite  difadvantage  to  the  nation :  Firft,  as  it  aavB 
foreigners  an  opportunity  to  double  and  treble  the  vaft  fuoMi 
tbey  bad  in  our  public  funds,  which  could  not  but  tctnpt 

theni 


Ocw.  1&  liMtf  tot  ttrithdniw  Xhw  capital  iU^k,  widi  their  immiire 
If  i9-^feie\  gftio%.*.lOX)tber  cfn^Atricay  which  might  drain  Qreat-Bihaui 
of  a  confiderable  part  .of  H$  gold  and  iilver.    Secondly^  Hia^ 
|IW40lHicial  add  pTodigipiis  rife  of  thej$oiii£h«^ea^qdE.:was  a 
•angerom  b^t^  which  ooigbt  d^coy  ms^  unwacy.  peo^eto 
ihcic  riiin#  ami  allMre,tb(9n»  by  a  falfe  jpro(fe&  of  gaip,  to 
pM  w^h  whbC  they  i^ad  got  by  their  labq^r  ^d  induftry^  to 
pttrtbafo  ioeuginary  iicbe9.    And>  in  the  tfa/rd  place>  tbaC 
tfe  fiddition  of  abov;c  thiity  miUions  c^picai  would  give  fucb 
kVaft  power  to  the  Soiitb*-Sea  gnnp^my,  as  might  endanger 
tb»^  liberties  of  the  ration,  And  in  tin^  fubvert  ouTt  eiv:elkat 
ciNi^ilutiofl,'  fince.  by  their  exten^v^ufitefeA  they  mJ^  ii>- 
ftiQ9ce  mofl»  if  not  aU  the  de^itH^s  ^  the  members,  and 
tdfifcquiently  overruie  the  r^olutions  of  the  houfe  of  conr 
fiiohs!.'     £ari  Cdwper  fpoke  sdft)  ags^nft  the  bill,  which  be 
pbfeirved  to  be  uiheoed  in  and  received  with  grea,t  pomp  and 
^fficlaaations  of  joy,  bot  whieji  w^j  oontriv^  Uu  treachery 
and  deftrmSlidn*^   His  lord(hip. urged  in  fpc^ular,  *  That 
in  att  public  bargatw,;  it  is  a  duty  inc^mW^^t  jm  them,  who 
are  iatruftcd  with  fite  jdmin^ratioab  ^  Nee  care,  tbsa  tb^ 
iame'  be  more  advamagfons  feo  the  flaie«,  t|va|i  to  private  per- 
fons ;  but  that  a^uitft  cpntrary  method  &^ed  to  have  been 
IbUowfd  in  the  contr^  made  "with  tfieS^vt^Sea  company* 
•Fte  if  the  flacks  weft  kept  up  to  tb^  advanced  price,  to 
pid^icb  tbey  had  been  raafed  by  the  oblique  arts  of  ftocfcjobr 
hm§f  either  that  eoitipany,  or  its  principal  members,  would 
gain  above  thirty  miUions  fterllng,  of  .y^hich  they  gave  bftf. 
one  fourth  part  towards  the  difcha(g^c\f  thj:  national  debts, 
Tliat,  though  this  fcbeme  carried  the  ^^  of  public  good, 
yet  nothing  could  be  fo,  that  was  founded  on  injufiice ;  as 
hi&lordfliip  took  tbis.fa^  to  be*    That  be  apprehended,  in 
particular,  that  the  main  publick  int^ntioA)  of  it,  viz.  The 
xe-ptsY^hsde  of  annuities,  would  meet  wkh  tnfqperahle  dif- 
ficuitids  \  and  that,  in  fud^  a  cafe,  none  but  a  few  peribn^ 
who  were  in  the  fibcret,  and  bad  early  bought  flocks  at  a 
low  rate,  and  afterwards  fold  them  at  a  high  price,  would, 
in  the  cod,  be  gainers  by  this  projad.*    The  duke  of  Bucks 
and  feme  other  poers  tpoke  on  the  fame  (ide  j  but  the  eaii«;3r 
JSnndcrland  anfwemd  moft  of  their  obje£lions ;  and,  among 
fidier  things^  faid.  That  they  who  encouraged  aiid  coun* 
tenanced  the  fcbeme  of  dte  South-Sea  company,  bad  nbthing 
in  dieir  viewv  hut  the  cafing  the  nation  of  part  of  that  heavy 
bad  of  debt'it  labours  under.    That,,  on  the  other  band,  the 
managers  fiM-diatcasnpany  bad  undoubtedly  a  p«>fpe&of 
pdv90egain,  either  .to  tben^vea  or.toth^  corporation { 
r  but 
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fciit  that,  when  that  fc^^eips  wa^  aoreptqiy  neicher  the  o^e  npr^  G^.  L . 
t\kc  other  could  forefe^'thaf  tht  ftodcs  Wdu)d  hav^  ilie;i  to"   ijio. 
the  price  they  were  now  advanced*     That^  if  thev  had  con-' —         - 
tinued  as  they  were  at  that  tUne,  the  public  would  have  \^d  ' 
the  far  greater  (hare  of  the  advantage  accruing  from  .tha( 
icheoie ;  and  if  the  flocks  were  kept  up  to' th^  ptici  they  ha4 
been  raifed  to,  whic|i  was  not  unlikeh*^  it  was  but  reafona* 
Ide,   that  the  South -Sea  company  0|6ti)d  dnj6y  the  profits 
pn  cured  to  it,  by  the  wife  managern^nt  and  induftry  of  i» 
^ireiiors,  which  would  inahle  it  both  to  make  large  dividends 
^morrg  it«  members,  and  thereby  comp^fs  the  ends  intended 
by  this  fcheme/    After  thefe  debates,  the  bill  pafled  without 
any  amendment  or  divifion  ;  and,  on  the  7th  of  April,  thq:' 
king  came  on  purpofe  to  the  houfe  of  lords,  to  give  the  royal 
aflent  to  it/    What  were  the  cffeSta  of  this  famous^^aA,  wil! 
I^ereafter  he  largely  (hewn* 

This  A&  recttes'the  feveral  public  debts  and  funds,  the  afls  AUbtft  oT 
by  which  they  were  eftabliOicd,  the  terms  and  conditions  of^^^  <^  ^v 
their  continuance,  "(he  amounts  of  thr^  rtfpcftive  fum^  ^^^Ar**t2i 
principal  and  intereft  due  and  payaMe,  and  dividing  them  (bck'oifdL 
into  i'everai  clafles  and  fpecies  of  debts,  namely,  long  and  Sout^-Sot 
ihort  annuities,  redeemable  and  irredeemable  debts,  and  fta-  «o«i«««y# 
t^ng  wh^t  rate  of  in^reft  they  bore,  computes  the  principal's 
and  annuities  at  certain  fpms,  in  order  to  fettle  the  different 
rates  ^nd  values  at  which  they  were  to  be  eftimated,  to  be  re- 
Jeemedy   purchafed,   or  taken  in  by  the  South-Sea  com^ 

The  redeemable  debts  are  ftated  at  16,546,4821.  75. 
I  d^  ^  (c}f  the  irre^emable  annuities,  being  for  the  remain*- 
^er  oi  feveraj  long  termis  of  89,  96,  and  90  years,  are  cbnir 

■ 

1^  {}.  percent,  apmucies  .1.  t.     4*. 

Pripqpai  Cum      — -»-        J  1*77 JI,66o    11    3{ 

4 1.  pier  cent,  annuities. 
jPrmpi^fm»      "^^^        4,766,821     15    9{ 


^.       ■  16,546,48*      7    I J 


•  The  ^L  jot  cent;  muAk».  lirei?  Ae cMlM}ottsry,|frice$ 

teofii^   «r  ftvetal   Iqitcrifsi,  in  lottery  1714,  deficienaesoii 

bai^lfqn  ^nmuties,    blai^s   in  low  wines,  ^.  on  funds,  Cs»- 

lottoy   1714,  navy  deficiency^  nada  bills*  army  delfts  and  de<» 

ind  bank  annuities.  bentures,   firft  and  fecond  lot* 

.  The  4I.  per  pent,  annuities  tery  1719. 

putcd 
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Geo..L    puted  to  amount  to  666',8ai|.  8$,  3d.  J  a  year,  befutes  feme 
1720.    unfublcribed  lottery' annuities  ahd'Uiort  annuities  fOr  23  and 
w  ■  22  4  years  then  {landing  out. 

Thp  company  is  declared  willing,  and  is  accordingly  au« 
thorifed  to  take  io  by  purcfaafe,  or  fubicription,  the  int- 
deeroable.  debts,  at  fuch  time  or  times  as  they  (hall  find  con- 
venient, before  the  ift  of  March  1721,  and  without  any 
compulfion  on  any  of  the  proprietors,  *  at  fuch  rates  and 
prices  as  (hall  be  agreed  between  the  company  and  the  re- 
ipedive  proprietors.* 

The  company  is  likewife  declared  willing,  and  is  autho- « 
xifcd  at  fuch  time  and  times,  as  they  (half  fee  convenient 
(but  fubje^l  to  fuch  notices  of  redemption. as  are  therein  mei^ 
tioned]  to  take  in  all  and  every  the  redeemable  debts,  a- 
mounting  to  16,546,482!.  7  s.  id.  4,  either  by  purchafe^ 
.    .  taking  fub^fcriptions,  or  by  paying  them  ofF. 

Provided  that  the  company  for  every  annuity,  part  of  Ac 
•long  annuities  computed  at  666,821 1.  Ss.  3d.  fo  to  be  taken 
by  them,  may,  in  fieu  (hereof,  have  an  addition  made  to  their 
capital  ftock,  after  the  rate  of  twenty  years  purchafe ;  and  fuch 
.:  refpe^ive  additions  to  their  preftnt  yearly  fund  or  annuity,  as 
isTafter  lithite^. 

\  And  for  all  fuc^  (hort  annuities,  as  (hall  be  taken  in,  to 
have  an  audition  to  their  capital  flock,  after  the  rate  of  four- 
teen years  purphafe,  with  a  proportional  addition  to  their  pre- 
(cnt  annuity  or  yearly  fund. 

And  for  all  and  every  of  the  redeemable  debts  that  Ihall  be 
taken  in  by  purchafe,  Jubfcriptions,  or  paying  oiF,  to  have  an 
addition  of  100 1,  to  their  capital  flock,  for  every  100).  o^ 
the  principal  monies  To  taken  in,  with  a  proportional  additiMi 
to  their  prefent  yeafly  fund. 

Thus  far  it.appAears,  that  the  proprietors  oFthefepttUjc 
Stenarki*  debts  amounting  to  above  twenty-fix  millions,  diat  fubfcribed 
into  the  South-oca  flock,  by  virtue  of  this  3i&  of.  parliament, 
add  by  their  own  choice  and  option  without  any  com- 
puIfion»  The .  Irredci^ables  were  left  at  full  liberty  to 
have  remained  in  th^  condition  they  were,  and  an  exprefs 
provifMUi  was  made4br  the  fecurity  of  fuch  as  did  not  fub- 
(bribe. 

•  The-  redeemables4»d  their  opdon  to  have  w«itdd  for  die 
terms  of  redempdoh,  \o  which  di«y-werd  before  liable,  ami 
to  have  taken  their  money,  wb^the  public  had  fceeftki  a 
condition  to  pay  them.  '       ' 
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So  that  fttUcQhui^  and  ^locepting  Spi^^S^  jQpd:^  in  lien  Geo.  L 
and  difchar«  of  dieir  former  debts:  and  aiiijiuiticS)  vas  the    X720. 
Toluntarr  aS  of  them  a|U  induced,  no  doubt,  by  the.  general/  .,      .■ 
InlEituation  that  every  where  reigned^  and  the  jmaginary  paf* 
ped  of  great  advantages. 

For  uie  liberty  of  thus  taking  In  the  national  debts,,  and 
increafing  their  capital  flock,  the  coilipany  in  the  firft  place 
nave  defired  and  confented  that  their  prefent  and  to  be  in- 
creafed  annuity  may  be  continued  at  5  L  per  cent,  till  Mid* 
fummer  1727,  and  from  thence  be  reduced  to  4L  per  ceni* 
and  be  reoeemable  by  parliament.  In  confideration  of  thi3 
and  other  advantages  exprefled  in  the  af^,  the  company  are 
willing  to  make  iuch  payments  into  the  Exchequer,,  as  are 
herein  fpecified,  for  the  u(e  of  the,  public,  to  be  ap^Jied  for 
paying  off  the  public  deb'ts  incurred  before  Chriftmas  1716. 

The  fums,  which  they  were  obliged  to  pay,  w^re 
4,156,3061.  4s.  id.  for  the  libernr  of  taking  in  the'redeehia- 
ble  debts,  aiid  four  years  and  a  nalfs  purchafe  for  all  the 
long  and  ihort  annuities  that  fhould  be.  fubfcribed,  andpne 
yearns  purchafe  for  fuch  long  annuities  as  (bould  not  be  fubr 
fcribed*  Thefe  fums,  upon  th?  execution  of  the  a^  were 
found  to  amount  to  about  7,000,000 1. 

For  enabling  the  company  to  raife  this  fum,  they  are  im^ 
powered  to  make  calls  for  money  from  their  members,  op 
open  books  of  fubicriptions,  or  grant  annuities  redeemable  by 
the  company,  or  hyany  other  method  they  (hall  thick  fit  in 
a  general  court.  They  might  alfo  borrow  money  upon  any 
Jcontradt,  bill,  &c.  under  their  common  feal,  or  on  the  cre- 
dit of  their  capital  flock.  The  money,  called  for  from  th^ir 
members,  ihall  (if  thought  proper)  be  an  additional  ftock^ 
but  there  fhall  be  no  addition  thereby  to  the  company's  an- 
nuities, to  be  paid  out  of  the  public  duties. 

Out  of  the  firft  monies  ariiing  for  the  feveral  fums  to  be 
paid  by  the  company  into  the  Exchequer,  fuch  public  debts 
carrying  intereft  at  51.  per  cent,  incurred  before  the  25th  of 
December  1716,  founded  upon  any  former  a£l  of  parliament, 
as  are  now  redeemable,  or  may  be  redeemed  before  the  25Ch 
of  December  1722,  (hall  be  paid  off  in  the  firft  place :  Then 
all  the  remainder  (hall  be  applied  towards  paying  off  fb  much 
^of  the  capital  ftock  of  the  company  as  (hall  then  carry  an  in^ 
tereftof  51.  per  cent.  Provifion  is  alfo  made,  that,  after 
.Midfuramer  1 727,  the  company  is  not  to  be  paid  off  in  any  . 
fums,  being  le(s  than  one  million  at  a  time.  •     Th<  ftoytl 

Several  prcgeits  were  now  fet  on  foot,   particdiarly  for  *n^  I-©a4«i 
.eftablilhing  the  two  companies   of  the  Royal' Affurantt,  ^J|[^^- 
^   '  headed  ^^ittL 
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Geo.  1.  ftfideti  b)r  tbe  l6td  <>imow,  andPoftde  Z;(m(Iotf  Ai]t|tM0^6t 
1746.  the  btd  Ch^^vrtd.    Tha  ()«)fe6br3  liarf  been  tfa!y4iifa» 
«■     ■>■-  fyi(nis  to  berpdot  tbef  eotiiftenatice  df  thefkftift  of  c^moti^ 
Iw  vMch  thc^  had  caufed  ciro  lettm  t^  W  prbited  arid  g^ 
,to  the  nieinbers4    But,  thefe  and  alf  cAiitt  tolKdtatiaft^  faava* 
irtg  proved  inefiiid^at,  th«  managers  fbr  the  two  dtopaniey 
had  recourfe  to  6chtt  th^thods,  and  bdng  informoi  mat  the 
cii^il  Kff  was  cotiMerAif  in  arrefars  (for  which  no  provifion 
had  been,  or  could  conveniently  b^  miuie  by  the  parlfanncni^ 
(ecauib  the  graAd  eommittee  of  ftmply  had  boat  oiaAy/tttsttOf 
diftnided)  they  dSSntei  to  the  ttAtmrf  6co>00ol.  towscrds  tiifer 
*    discharge  of  that  debt,  rn  cafe  they  might  obtain^  the  kiisg^ 
cfaaiier,  wf <6.  the  pafliantentary  fandiort  ht  the  eftabUftmettt 
ef  their  ftf^e^fve  comjiaAies.    The  mini^ei%,  befng  at  a  lofr 
for  ttiean^  to  pay  the  civil  Irflt  debt,  readify  embraced  Ac  o^ 
^;  aifd,  Mn  Craggs  having  the  day  before  prtoated  the 
leading  mettibers  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  Mr.  Ainabiepf#- 
Ibhttiy  May  the  4th^  to  the  houfe  the  following  niM&ge : 
"  :  \  ffis  majcfty  having  received  fevetal  petitions  from  grtat 
'ittmi&eis  of  the  moft  emineiit  merchants  of  the  city  of  Coif' 
"Aifij  faombly  pf aying,  that  ht  vVould  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
giant  them  his  letters:  patents  fbr  eredin^  corporations  to  ^ 
j&re' ffiips  and  merchandize ;  and  the  faid  merchant^  bating 
tffered  to  advatice  ^Lni  pay  a  coh^Klerable  funi  for  his  tn9* 
]feffyV  nfe,  in  cafe  they  may  obtain  letters  pateiits  accord- 
dtilgly  r  His  majefty  being  of  opinion,  that  eroding  two  hck 
cbf potations,   exclufive  only  of  all  other  corporations  and 
Kbcieties  for  afluring  of  (hips  and  mertlhalndize,  under  prop^ 
reftrifUons  and  re^idatfons,  may  be'  of  great  advantage  airf 
fecurity  to  the  traoe  and  commerce  of  t)ie  kingdom,  is  wi(- 
Ung  and  defirous  to  be  ftrengthened  by  the  advice  and  afSf* 
tance  of  this  houfe,  in  matters  of  thi)5  nature  and  impottance; 
He  therefore  hopes  for  their  ready  concdrrence  to  fecure  and 
confirm  the  privileges  his  majefty  iball  grant  to  fuch  corpora- 
tions, and  to  inable  him  to  difcharge  the  debts  of  his  civil 
government,  without  burdening  his  people  with  any  new  aid 
or  fupply.' 

Purfuant  to  the  meflage,  a  bill  was  brought  in  to  hrable 
his  majefly  to  grant  letters  of  incorporation  ta  the  two  cotii- 

iblnies,  which  pafled  both  houfes^  and  received  the  royal  af^ 
etil. 
The  jwlit-"    The'  bufinefs  of  the  parlfament  befng  now  fihiihed,  the 
ft«tjtint-  lung  came  to  the  houfe  of  peers,  and  put  an  end  to  the  feflion 
j2J^J^ .  witl^  dte  foUowiiSg  fpcech  to  boih  houfes ; 
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«  Mj  lords  and  gentlcfllkeii) 

■J  '  •      '  *    • 

I  AM  now  cxxne  to  put^an  enA  to  this  fefton,  Vrhteh/ 
diough  it  kath  advanced  fo  far  into  the  Aimmery  cannot' 
be  diotight  a  tedious  x>ne,  when  wd  confidei*  how  much 
bofineft  bath  been  done,  and  the  great  advantages  thaC 
mm  be  expeficd  from  it. 

^  Your  feafomible  vigour  and  perfeverance  to  (kppoit  me 
in  the  meaftires  I  bave  taken  with  mf  aHies,  for  reflbiiog 
tbe  tranquiHity  of  '£urope,  bave  produced  moA  of  dicf 
effeAs  I  could  defise.  Much  the  greateft  part  of  CbriHen-* 
dom  is  already  freed  from  the  calamities  of  war;  and,  by 
what  hath  happened  both  abroad  and  at  home,  my  i^opld 
muft  be  convinced  that  their  welftre  k  infeparable  boai 
the  ftrengdi  and  fecurity  of  my  g^ernment. 

^  Gentfemen  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 

«  I  return  you  my  thanks  for  the  fiipplfes  you  have  TiAki 
fer  the  fiervice  of  the  current  year ;  and  tt  is  a  j^rtictdar 
iadsfa^lion  to  me,  that  a  method  has  been  found  out.fot^ 
making  good  the  deficiencies  of  my  civil  lift,  without  l^y- 
xBg  any  new  burden  upbn  my  ful^eds.  The  good  Ibunda* 
Sionyoa  have  prepared  this  feffion^for  Aei|>aymem  of  the 
national  debts,  and  the  difcharge  of  a  great  part  of  them» 
without  the  kaft  violation  of  the  public  fiiith,  wilt,  I  hope^ 
fbengtben  more  and  more  the  union  I  defire  to  fee  among 
all  my  fubjefb,  and  make  our  friendftip  yet  more  vahiable 
to  ail  foreign  powers. 

,  ^  My  lords  and  gentlemen. 
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f '  You  will.fee  the  good  effioOs,.  wfaidh  our  fteadin«6  h^fi 
produced.  There  remains  but  little  on  our  part,  to  fatteff 
the  world,  diarmore  credit;  fecurity,  and  greatnefs,  is  to 
be  acquired  by  following  the  views  of  peace,  and  adherimr 
ftridly  to  juft  engagements,  than  by  depending  on  the  adf 
vantages  of  war,  or  by  purfiiing  the  meafures  of  ambition* 
To  complete  what  remains  UnmiMhed,  I  propofe  vtry  fpet'^ 
dily  to  viiit  my  dominions  in  Germany,  hoping  to  put  an 
en4  tothofc  troubles  in  the  north,  which  are  now  reduced 
10  a  very  narrow  compai&  •  I  flatter  myfeif,  that  my  pre- 
feaci.tbis,  fHmmer  in-tbofe  parts  wifl  prov«  ufefb)  t^^^Of 

« poor 
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poor  Proteflant  bretbreiiy  for  whom  you  have  exprefled  (adk 
feafonable  and  chariublc  fendments, 
«  I  doubt  not  but  to  meet  you  again  next  winter,  difpoled 
to  put  a  finifhine  hand  to  all  tho&  good  works,  which,  by 
ypur  a^ftanoe,  1  have  brought  io  near  to  perfefiion.  I 
cou)d  with,  that  all  my  fubje<%,  convinced  by  time  and 
experience,  wouldlayafidethofe  partialities  and  animofi- 
ties,  which  prevent  them  from  livine  quietly,  and  emoy- 
ing  the  hap^inefi  of  a  ndild  and  legal  government  It  is 
what  I  choofe  to  recommend  at  thi»  time,  when  I  am  fenfi- 
ble,  that  all  oppofition  to  it  i%  become  vain  and  ufelefe,  and 
can  only  end  unfortunately  for  thofe.  who  fliall  perisft  in 
ilruggling  againft  it«  I  am  perfbaded,  that,  during  my 
abfence,  eyery  one  of  you  wBl  take  particular  care  to  pre-' 
ferye.the  peace  in  your  feveral  counties ;  and  that  I  flnff 
find  you  at  my  return  in  fuck  a  fbte  of  tranquillity,  as  wilh 
(hew  mankind  how  firmly  my  government  is  efiablifhed, 
which  I  chiefly  defire,  becaufe  I  think  the  fecurity  and  pre- 
fervation  of  my  people,  and  of  this  happy  conftitution,  de- 
pends entirely  upon  it/ 
After  this  fpeech  the  parliament  was  prorogued  to  the  iStlr 
of  July. 

Before  die  proceedings  of  die  South*Sea  company  are  reh« 
ted,  it  will  be  proper  to  give  fbme  account  of  the  foidgn  af-* 
fairs  during  this  fcdSon. 

The  negodadons  with  Sweden,  Pruffia,  and  Denmark, 
were  far  advanced,  when  the  king  left  Germany  to  return  to 
England.  Som  after  his  arrival,  he  received  an  account  of 
the  condufioQ  of  his  treaty  of  alliance  ofienfivc  and  defenftve 
with  Sweden.  The  lord  Carteret,  aiEfted  by  the  French 
minifler,  had  laboured  with  fuch  application,  that  the  treaty 
was  finiflied  and  figned  at  Stockholm  on  the  20th  of  January, 
It  conuined  One  atid  twenty  ardcles,  fevcral  of  which  were 
cxprefsly  againfl  thecsar. 

The  peace  and  alliance  were  to  be  perpetual  and  univerfal. 
The  contraSing  powers  were  not  only  not  to  injure,  but  to 
procure  to  each  other  all  kinds  of  advantages. 

They  were  obliged  to  inform  eadi  other  of  every  thiol 
they  fliould  difcover,  that  mi^t  injure  or  difturb  them,  and 
to  affift  each  other  with  advice  and  forces  agamfk  all  enemies  1 
and  not  to  give  protedion,  much  lefs  advice  or  fupport  td 
rebellious  fubjefis,  nor  to  permit  them  to  continue  ifi>  their 
dominions^  and  tboie  were  to  be  cftcemcd  rebels,  wbamiin^ 

of 
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rfdie  contrafllte  Jwwci?  (hdl  declare  to  Ae  other  to.be-Geo.I. 

fh /(^e'Swedon  IIkhiTJ  be  af^cked  in  apjr  part  of  its  domi-'"  ''* 
ihipns,  in  its  righcsiand  privitcges,  in  its  n^vigation.or  com- 
tDcrce.  rGrcat' Britain;  wastofurnilh  that  kingdom  with  a(i 
fcntfour  months  af^ 
lo  that  place  wt^ich 
f  the  enemy  to  peace, 
d  to  produce,  that  i^- 
ig  of  tha-  aid.  This 
is  obliged  to  pay  an& 
uLe  care,  (hat  in.hfs 
ith  every  thi/ig,  necejf- 
'ops. 

d  to  demand  the  alih 
provJfions,  and  anr- 
•;.ar).d  it  w^s  fettled', 
,Yalu(:^  at  four  thou- 
r  co(nmanJer  were  tO 
itipns  ,9f  war,  to  the 
and  the  jQ^ps  were  to 

cJent  for  the  prcffini 
o  be  I^nt.  '  And  ai 
lefe  unhappy  circuni^ 
jfcoyy,  wbpip  many 
induce. to'  a  peace, 
;cments,  in  the  treaty 
nt,  obliges  herfelf  to 
t  the  afnAance  of  his 
ift  the  Czar,  in  order 
fi%  ^nd  to  confent  tO 
tee,  vhich  have  bccB 

ty  1  til  order  to  obtain 
Sweden  had  refigned 
Bremen  aod  Veraen  j 
czar's  intrigues,  the 
i5nt  treaties,  aiid  en- 
roWD  of  Sweden. 
:e,  the  particulars  of 
I,  for .  ilic  .contraflrn^ 
iate  flop  to  the  corir 
lie.cxeci^tifi!)  of  thefr 
be  Tent,  did  not  a< 
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Geo.  I.  jmount  to  a  declaration  of  war,  nor  bipder  «  commuotcatioa 
2720.    with  the  prince,   againft  whom  they  were  fent,    provide! 

■  however  it  was  not  prgudkial  to  the  partjt  affifted.     And 

therefore  it  was  not  permitted  to  furnifli  the  cz^r  with  any 
thine,  that  ferved  diredUy  for  attaclr  or. defence,  as  powder, 
artillery,  or  ammunition ;  and  their  iubjeds  were  likewiie 
forbid  to  ferve  him  as  Ibldiers  or  failors* 

If  the  fuccours  caufed  an  open  war,  it  was  to  be  cairied 
on  in  concert,  no  propofition  of  j>eace  or  truce,  or  any  ac- 
'commodation  and  convention  whatever,  ^  was  to  be  hearkened 
to  but  by  mutual  confent.  If  one  of  1[he  contra^ng  powei:$ 
!w^s  engaged  in  war,  he  was  dij^f^  with  fen^^  tU;  fti-^ 
jpulated  fuccoursj  and  had  even, a  right  to  recall  bis,  trqp{9 


from  furniOiing  the  fupplies  of  n^bney,  93  long  as  the  war 
with  Denmark  (hall  laft/  .       '  \  '      .  ' 

Thefe  obligations  were  reciprocal  between  ihc  two  drowns, 
Sweden,  in  particular,  was  obliged  not  to  ehtjer  into  any  en- 
gagement with  Spain,  which  might  be  contrary  to  the  viewf 
of  fupporting  the  emperor  againft  that  kingdom.  3he  under-* 
took  likewife  to  guaranty  and  maintain  d\e  fucceffiod  of 
Great  Britain  in  the  houfe  of  Hanover,  and  not  to  give  anf 
protediion,  refuge,  aid,  or  counfel,  in  -any  manner  what* 
ever,  to  the  perfon,  who,  in  the  life-time  of  king  James  11^ 
ftiled  himfelf  prince  of  Wales,  and  who,  fince  that  king's 
deceafe,  hadaflumed  the  name  of  James  IIL.king^of  G^xat 
Britain. 

Both  crowns  had  it  fo  much  at  heart  to  limit  thefreCen* 
lions  and  undertakings  of  the  czar,  and*  to  divefl  him  by  a 
peace,  or  by  arms,  of  part  of  his  conquefts,  that  the  follow* 
mg  words  were  infertecf  in  the  X  Vllth  article  :  *  As  it  Is  of 
the  utmoft  cdncern  to  the  t^roteftatit  religion,  to  the  com« 
;nerce  of  the  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Sweden,  and 
even  to  the  repofc  of  Chriftendom,  that  the  czar  Ihoiild  no( 
gain  the  iifcendant  in  the  Baltic ;  if  therefore  that  prince  £ball 
^efufe  to  make  peace  with  Sweden,  and  to  reflore  to  tba^ 
crown  th^  cities  and  provinces  hecedary  to  eftabliiQi  her  fecii^ 
rity  and  the  liberty  bf  commerce,  as  they  were  before  tbQ 
j)rerent  war ;  his  Britannic  majefty  engages,  not  only  to  for^ 
nilb  Sweden  with  the  fuccours,  ^icb  he  is  obliged  to  by  the 

•V. ..     .  .       B^ 
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preient  treaty,  but  likewife  to  uk  all  his  endeavours  and  io-  Geo.  I* 
tereft  with  his  other  alh'es>  that,  by  their  aiCftance,  they    172O' 

may  enable  Sweden  to  repel  the  czar,  and  force  him  to  agreis 

to  a  peace  upon  fuch  conditions,  as  may  fecure  that  kingdom  "       * 
from  infults,  aiid  eftablifh  the  liberty  of  commerce  in  the 
Baltic/ 

The  ftme  day,  by  the  mediation  of  France  and  England,  Alliance 
the  peace  was  likewife*  figned  between  Sweden  and  Pruflia.  ^it^PiniiEt. 
This  treaty  was  the  Work  of  king  George,  who  ha^I  laid  thfe 
foundations  of  it  in  the  preliminary  treaty  of  the  25th  of  Au- 
guft,  theTaft  year.  Sweden,  by  the  advice  and  inftances  of 
the  mediators,  gave  up  to  the  king  of  Pruffia  the  city  of  Ste- 
tin,  thedifttid  betwfeen  the  rivers  of  Oder  and  Pehnne,  with 
the  ifles  of  WoUin  and  Ufcdora,  to  poflefs  and  enjoy  them 
'for  ever,  with  all  their  rights,  and  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
'whole  had  been  ceded  and  transferred  by  the  emperor  and 
empire  to  the  crown  of  Sweden,  by  the  loth  article  of  the 
peace  of  W^ftphalia,  in  the  year  1648,  except  the  righc  of 
sitting  and  voting  in  the  diet  of  the  empire,  and  in  thofe  x£ 
the  circle. 

The  king  of  Pruffia  obliged  himfelf,  on  his  pan,  to  pre* 
ferve  to  the  inhabitants  their  liberties,  rights,  and  privileges, 
as  they  now  enjoyed  them,  as  likewife  the  free  exercife  of 
their  religion,  according  to  the  confeffion  of  Augfburg.  He 
likewife  undertook  to  pay  the  debts,  and  to  difcharge  th6  . 
obligations  due  from  the  crown  of  Sweden  to  the  inbabi- 
^tants  and  communities  of  thefe  countries.  He  alfo  promifeS 
not  to  aflijfl  or  fuccour,  in. any  manner,  nortmder  any  pre<- 
tence,  the  czar,  in  his  war  againft  Sweden,  to  join  wi#i  th6 
king  of  Great  Britain,  to  engage  the  king  of  Denmark  to 
make  peace,  and  to  reftore  that  part  of  Pomerania  he  had 
ftlzed. 

^  LaAly,  the  king  of  Pruffia  engaged  to  pay  two  millions  of 
rix-dollars  of  Leipfic  money  of  1690.  This  was  almoft  pur- 
chafing  what  was  ceded  to  him ;  but  that  prince  abounded 
in  reaoy  money,  and  he  could  not  better  employ  it,  than  in 
nggranaifing  himfelf.  Belidcs,  Sweden,  cxhaufted  by  a  war, 
which  had  laftcd  twenty  years,  and  was  not  yet  ended,  was 
very  glad  Proflia  would  purchafe  ivhat  (he  was  not  in  a  con- 
•  dition  to  retake. 

Thus  king  George,  in  concert  with  the  regent  of  France, 

difpofed  of  the  affairs  of  Europe  at  pleafure,  and^obliged  the 

'foreign  princes  to  fubmit  to  his  determinations.     Spain,  ^fcer 

kaving  made  fcVeral  fruitlefs  attempts  to  oppofe  him,  was 

'•bliged  to  fubmit  to  the  ftricl  execution  of  the  treaty  or  Lon- 

'     •  .  .Y  ?.  J«n 
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to  a^.a9  fuch;  the  only,  favour,  allowpd  t)iat  crowh»  was 
the  reftbratiojo  of  twoor  threelplacesjk  takch  by  r  ranee*;  but 
ihfi  emperor  ftill  delayed  the'execMtion  of  his'tfcaty  wiih 
ISptin,  of  which  the  mediatbrs'toot  little' hbtlce.  ^ 

The  ciar's .  The  cZf  r  was  the  only  prince>j  ^bb  wbiild  -nUt  conyly : 
Dcniorial.  inftcad  6f  jfubmitttng,  he  cont&iued  tKe  war '*»  y^^r/ '<wr  tWb 
^nger^  and  made  peace  Without  ahy'ipiedlator.  WKatev^r 
reproaches  might  be  call  upon  bfip,  .'ne  loudly <xxsplai^'(ir 
the  eldStor,  of  Hanover  and  king  of  Great'Britaiint  alledg;uig» 
that  kine  Geor|^e  in  both  qgauties  UaH'failed  in'his^en^^p* 
ments.  His  rdUdent  at  London ,  prefeiitpl  a  longloniemohalt 
*ia  which  he  reprefented,  that  the  particular  einga^^ipeiit)* 
which  the  king  had  entered  into  the  laft  iTiAn^cr,  with.*"t^ 
queen  of  Sweden,  and  bis  negotiations  With '  the  "kifi^s  of 
Poland,  Pruffi2,-aad  Denmark^  in  order  to  detach  tHen^from 
their  alliance  with  his  czarifli  niajbSy,  were  inicqn|^eBt 
with  the  bbligatioQS,  he  had  entered  into  as  eleclor  or  Brunf- 
^Vrick^  never  to  treat  with  Sweden  'without  the  participatTdb 
^f  the  czar,  to  ufe  all  poffible  means  to  procure  hl^  the  cet 
fion  of  Ingria,  Carelta,  Kflhonia,  dnd  Revel^  and  not  tp 
'oppofe  in  any  manner  the  other  pretenfions  )>e  mlftht  fbrm^ 
obligations '  (added  the  memoria|) .  contra£lal  Ilkeimfe  as  kii^ 
of  Great  Britain.  Afterwards,  by  wa)r  of  reproach.  It  was 
Remarked,  that  the  acquiiition  of  the  duchies  of  Bremen  and 
Verdcn  was  owing  to  the  earndft  foUicitatiQns  of  the  czar 
with  the  king  of  Denmark;  that  his  czanfh ' majefty  hail 
';nioreover  oflered  z  treaty  of  defenfive  alliance  (like  (hat  of 
.1716)  to  maintain  the  fuccefBon  of  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain  in  the  Proteftant  line  :  That  the  reft  of  the  czar's 
condu6l  had  been  anfwerable  to  thefe  his  proceedings  :  That» 
notwithdanding  thefe  advances  fo  often-  repeated,  and  ever 
neg]e£ted,  not  to  fay  defpifed,  no  endeavours  had  been  omit- 
ted to  iHr  up  enemies  againft  the  czar,  and  to  render  him 
odious  to  the  Englrfh,  by  making  them  believe  he  intended 
to  place  the  pretender  upon  the  throne :  That  evexy  thing 
had  been  done  to  embroil  him  with  the  court  of  Vienna  : 
That  no  explanation  or  accommodation  w^  ever  liftened  to  ; 
^nd  all  his  propofals  for  a  reconciliation  remained  without  any 
.  anfwer :  That  a  ftrong  fquadron  had  been  fent  to  the  Baltic : 
That,  warned  by  what  had  happened  on  other  occafions,  lie 

had 


9^    E^^GLA^^^  34* 

K^  d^ijql.to  be  ii^forn^d  Qf  the  ddigu  of  t^i  fwa4»|».  Gcp.  1. 
TTnatlMS  defire  had  been  haughtily  recefvei}.:  Th^t  the  Rjua-     173^. 
Aron»  It  tbf  end  of  the  canipaign^  had  join(;d  thq  S\^ediiH         "■  ■ 
%eX-  A^4i  to  cpipglete  all  thiefc  grievances,  Icttc^^ 
yffotetp  hifn  in  very  imperious  terms, '  and  fuchas  ougbtnQj| 
tp  b^  uf^to  a  (oveiieign. 

<  Vour  Kna)efty  (faid  the  memorial)  iTirbo.kjipws  fowe^ 
^j^^lf  iis,d^e  to  fovereigns,  vfhcn  th?y  are  to  be  treated  witJi^ 
may  judge  by  all  that  has  pafled  on  this  bccafion,  Avh^thejr 
th^  fQ^j^j^Vy  10  which  ygur  minlfters  proceeded  in  o^xing 
qif  czar  yoyc  mediation^  \Yas  agreeable  to  the  friendi&ip^ 
yi^ich  ha^/i  ubfiiied  at  all  times  between  the  cro]ivnscf  B^uiS^ 
^[ld,  Qreat  ^ritain  ;  and  wi)ether  a  mediation,  offered  with 
<;ii;cumftahce$  ib  little  equitable,  can  be  conflfi^ed  as  impax^ 
^ia^  To  tell  a  fovereign,  in  an  imperious,  and  threatening 
ipaaqner  (^s  your  minillers  did)  that  he  mujQ?  put  an  end  to 
tbj?  W^i*)  in  pjrder  to  obtain  s^  reafonable  peace ;  and  to  pro^ 

Spfe  tO:  h{,n\  tbe  mediation  of  a  power,  at  tKe  fame  time  that 
^  e  is,  (ojd,  that  power  is  iii  league  with  his  enemy,  this  Is  nci^ 
^dea  vputing  tp  induce  bioi  to  peace,  but  rather  feeking  prer 
fences  for  a  rupture/ 

.  Tb|[^  ^Qinorial  concluded  with  demanding  a  positive  an-  * 
(if  er,  in  order  tp  Ipnow  what  was  to  be  exf^&cd  on  the  p:^t 
9f  b^  $ritannic  ^lajefty. 

Tpi;?  Qieqiprial,  enough  ieemingly  expreflj^d  in  a  plain 
maniip^,  was  very  artfully  worded.  Accordingly  it  \i^as  an- 
fwered  very  f^efvilly  by  the  ininifiry  of  Hanover,  and  of 
Qreat  Britain. 

Xb^  H^novcri^n  miniftry  faid,  it  was  the  czar,  who  had  Thcanfwer 
violated  the  treaty  of  1715?  by  coming  with  an  army  to***  '*• 
iettle  in  the  enRipird,  and  py  ieizing  the  provinces  contiguous 
to  Hanover.  That  the  leaft,  that  could  be  done  in  thoijs 
circumft^pces,  was  to  fbew  thefe  proceedings  were  not  ap- 
proved of :  Th^  the  infiances,  which  had  been  made  for 
the  withdrawing  this  army,  were  indifpenfable,  confidering 
the  rank  the  eledor  of  Hanover  bore  in  the  empire  :  That^ 
however,  this  was  the  ground  of  the  czar's  refentments,  of 
which  he  hs^d  given  m^ny  proofs,  by  his  correfpondence  with 
the  enemies  of  king  George,  and  by  his  endeavours  to  de*- 
prive  him  of  his  fri/snds.  The  particulars  were  then  given  of 
the  czar's  intrigues  with  baron  Gortz,  with  the  pretender*^ 
cmifi9ries>'  ^nd  with  the  court  of  Madrid,  and  efpecially  of 
the  proj^^  formed  with  the  king  of  Sweden  to  carry  the  war 
into  the  empire,  and  to  ailift  that  crown  to  recover  \lac  do- 
iniiiIon«  in  Germany,  which  had  been  takea  ftooi  hinw 
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Ge6. 1.  That,  befides  ihefe  dcfigus,  an  invafion  of  Scotland  had  alfe 
1720.    heen  concerted,  and  the  czar  was   upbraided  with  having 

^..........^  continually  endeavoured  co  deceive  and  amufe  his  allies. 

It  is  therefore  evident  (concludes  the  anfwer)  if  the  czar 
has  been  prevented  by  a  treaty  with  Sweden,  he  gave  juft 
l^ufe  for  it,  by  his  proceedings,  as  he  had  long  been  treating 
for  a  feparate  peace,  and  was  upon  the  point  of  re- 
ducing Sweden,  and  carrying  the  war  into  the  bowels  of 
the  empire.* 

Earl  Stanhope  anfwered  the  complaints,  which  related  ta 
the  king  of  Great  Britain.  He  reprefented  the  extravagant 
conditions,  upon  which  the  czar  had  offered  to  enter  into  a 
jlrift  alliance  with  Great  Britain.  *  He  required,  faid  the 
isarl,  that  his  conquefts  upon  Sweden  (hould  be  guarantied 
to  him  ;  that  he  fhould  be  ai&fted  with  an  Englifli  fleet,  and 
that  the  fleet  (hould  be  under  his  command,  which  would 
"have  made  all  accommodation  with  Sweden  wholly  impof- 
fible,  and  incenfed  thofe  powers,  who  were  concerned  in  the 
prefervation  of  that  crown,  and  whofe  friend(hip  was  fo  ne- 
ceffary  to  accomplifh  the  pro}e£b  formed  for  the  tranquQity 
of  Europe.' 

The  earl  then  obfervcs,  that  the  czar's  complaints  were 
intended  only  to  caufe  his  own  defigns  to  be  overlooked : 

*  For  if  it  be  true  (fays  the  earl)  that  the  czar,  intimate  ally 
of  the  king  of  Denniark,  bad  meditated  no  lefs  than  to  make 
himfelf  mafter  of  the  Sound,  and  of  Copenhagen  (inftead  of 
making  the  defcent  on  Schonen,  with  which  the  public  had 
been  amufed  for  fome  months)  it  is  natural  to  endeavour  to 
put  the  change  upon  the  public  in  that  particular,  and. to 
wipe  off  the  impreffions  of  fudi  notions,  by  recriminations 
deftitute  of  all  manner  of  ground  :  And,  if  the  czar  had 
really  fuch  defigns  in  view,  it  is  probable  that  nothing  kept 
iiim  from  putting  them  in  execution,  but  the  juft  apprehcn- 
fion  that  the  fame  (hould  be  oppofed  by  his  majefty*s  fleet : 
which  would  infallibly  have  happened  in  fuch  a  cafe* 
•And  may  not  the  czar  s  refcntment  of  the  mifcarriage  of  fa 
great  a  projc£i,  through  the  apprehcnfion  of  the  Britiui  fleet, 
be  the  caufe  of  this  great  eftrangement  from  his  majefty  (incc 
that  time;  from  whence  one  may  date  the  beginning  of  the 
animofity  he  has  (hewn  againft  his  majefty  on  fo  many  occa- 
fion?. 

•  This  was  plainly  perceived  fome  time  after,  when  by  th^ 
letters  of  baron  Gortz  and  count  Gyllenburg,  ft  was  dif- 
covcred,  that  the  czar  was  fo  offended  with  his  majeftyi 
that  be  entertained '  ferious  thoughts  of  making  a  feparate 
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peice  widr  tkd  kmg  of  Swtiea,  and  affifling  the  pretender.  Geo,  L 
And  indeedy  whatever  alTuraQces  have  been  given  to  the:    1720. 
contrary^  the  czar's  conduft  leems  .to  have  been  intirely  * 

agreeable  to  that  (rfan.  The  negotiations  of  the  Ruffian  mi- 
nSte  with  the  pretender's  agents  are  wdl  known  (a).  All , 
the  world  has  feen  the  great  number;  of  Engliih.  rebels,  to 
whom  the  czar  has  given  all  manner  of  protei^ion  and  en* 
ccRtrageoient.  It  is  known,  that  Ac  conferences  at  Aland, 
which  were  begun  without  his  majefty's  participation,  were 
the  refiilt  of  an  interview  at  Loo  with  baron  Gortz,  in  AuguA 
1 71 7.  That  minifter's  papers  have  (hewn;  that  the  invahoa . 
of  Scotland  was  to  have  immediately  followed  the  conqueft 
«f  Norway ;  it  is  therefore  no  wonder,  the  czar  was  not  fol- 
lidtoos  eidier  to  prevent  that  conqueft,  or  to  affift  the  king 
of  Denmark  on  fepreffing  an  occafion.  In  fine,  informa- 
tion hath  been  had  of  the  propofitions  dbe  czar  has  made, 
ibore  than  once,  to  die  dourt  of  Spain,  to  engage  them  in 
an  oflfenfive  alliance  againft  England,  in  £ivour  of  the  pre* » 
tender.   -•.•'. 

'  It  was  Ihewn  likewife,  that  die  czar  had  perfiiled  in  his  • 
defigns  fince  the  death  of  the  km?  of  Sweden :  That  he  had ; 
endeavoured  to  engage  queen  Ulrica  in  thefchemes  Qfher> 
predeceflbr  :*  And,  not  fucceeding  by  his  infinuations,  he  had 
attempted  to  oonftrain  her  by  foxce,  and  by  almoft  unparal-  : 
hUcd  infohs:  ^  But,  notwithftanding  all  this,  his  ma^efty- 
(continues  the  earl)  perfifts  in  the  fame  fentiments  of  mode- 
iidon' towards  the  czar,  and  renews  the  ofier  of  his  media- 
tion.   Nothing  is  more  conformable  to  the  intereft  of  that  • 
prince,  fince  it  is  intended  to  procure  him  a  peace,  which 
will  fecure  him  a  confiderable  part  of  bis  conquefts.    It  is 
hoped,  that  to  wife  a  prince  as  the  czar  will  not  only  be  in-, 
dined,  for  the  general  good  of  peace,  to  moderate  .his  pre*, 
tcnfions,  but  likewife  ac£nowledge,  that  it  is  more  confident. 
with  prudence  to  obtain  by  good  treaties,  and  the  confent. 
of  other  great  powers,  fuch  confiderable  territories  as  may  be 

(a)  People    (fays  the  memo-  with  th«  late  duke  of  Ormond, 

tial)  are  not  ienorant  of  the  ne-  during  tlie  fUy  he  made  incog* 

gotiacions    or  one  Jemeghao»  nito  at  Mituu,    and  with  Sir 

aodof  Sir  Hugh Paterfon,  bro-  Henry  Sterling  and    the    faid 

ther-io-!aw  touielate  lordMarr,  Jerneghan  atPeterfbarg,  as  well 

with  the  Ruffian  minifier,  du-  as  of  the  correfpondence  efta- 

ring  the  czar's  flay  in  Holland,  blifhed,  by  means  of  this  lafl^ 

Intelligence  has  been  had  of  the  perfon,  between  the  czar  and^ 

ftine  miniller's  intrigues,  both  the  court  of  Spain.  ^ 
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Gto.  J.  'yie1<}«d  to  him  by  tbe'crdwn  of  Sw«feii$  tbari  to  depoTe  Ar 
1720*    frUids  of  his  fuconle^  to  the' events  of  x  war^  whifcir  he  #iU^ 

L  "' " "h^  obliged  to  fupport  alone.    Sweden-  neither  oodit  Jior  cair 

give  up  to  Kim  Revel.  If  the  CKar,  afteriticb  oftosy  (kffifla: 
ill  his  unwiilinginefi  to  reftore  Revel^  he  will  only  9imitki 
aH  the  6ther  {lowers:,  and  unite  the- moftr  of  tlwtar  a^Bflib 
hirtir  -^         .. 

'  The  fincere  delire  the  kitig  has  tv  reflbre  a  geoenl  peaec^ 
afid^his  ZTiesd  to  be  feconcflcS  with  the!  caaribrllhttfiurtsDfty 
iitchne  his'majefty  to  give  him^  on  tfait' occafiosv  the'  ad^iBi? 
of  a  frieiidy  and  tb  exhort  him  feriouflyrtacbnfiderfit. 

'  But  if^  contrary  to  all  expeftation,  thc^  kingVgbod^inteff*' 
tfonis  fhould  prove  fruidefs?  by  the  cvm^B  re&ftl ;  and  if  hkn 
nf^ily,  by  MhrMt  of  His  etigagemait^^  with  Swodeb*  («riiicUi 
be  is'  fully  tislb^v^d  to  maintain)  ihdhid  be  oUi^ed-  to-  Wi» 
mearut^^dUagfreeabfe  CO  Ruflia,  he  vHlI^  Hov^everii  Havt  tiMs 
coDfolatiOrt  of  having  negleded  nothing  ID*  preveafr  the  Itlali 
co»ir(tcjuences  whith  may  refule  from  it' 

Thefe  memorials  and  anfwers  produced  no  reconcilistioa) 
bMiWeeii  the  tvvo  princes;     Thir  ixxdmrsy  hbwerei^  Aide  an 
ithpreffibn  ufionchci  nation  in  BivotB-  of  thd  king*    Aiid'&H 
dted  it  muft  hi  confelTed,  that  it  was  found  poficy  to  ydm 
With  Sweden  agatnft  the  czar^  and'  by  thb£  means  make 
amends  for  unitrrrg  With  that  prince  to  ftrip  a  crowA^  whjdii 
rfttlgipn  and  commerce  ought  always  tsy  endear  Co  Qfnitt' 
Britain* 
Reeonciiia-      During  the  ft^Bon  of  parliament,  the  lecoilciliatmi  oflhe' 
tionin  the    f^y^\  fanfily  ^gs  effe<fted*,  chiefly  by  the  endeavdiiss  of  .tko: 
way!  ^^^  <^f  Dfevonfcire  and  Mr.  Walpofe     They  bad  fcveia^ 

conferences  for  that  purpofe,  with  the  miniAers,  with  filch 
faccefs,  that,  on  the  23d  of  April,  the  lord  Lomley>  g^Sntfo^ 
man  of  the  prince  of  Wahes's  bed-chaorber,  waited  oft  the 
king>  to  know  bis  pleafare,  when  the  prmco  flioiild  attend 
him^  He  was  anfwered,  inymediately ;  and  Mr.  fecretary 
Craggs  having  accompanied  the  lord  I^rumley  to  Leicdier- 
Fields,  to  acquaint  the  prince  with  it,  he  immediately  went 
to  St.  Janncs*s  houfe,  and  was  half  an  hciur  in  private  c^i^- 
ftrfence  with  the  king.  Having  made  his  fubmiflion  in  the 
manner  agreed  on,  he  went  to*  fee  his  eldeft  daughter,  the 

fjrincefs  Anne,  who,  five  days  before,  wis  taken  ill  of  th<? 
malJ-pox.  The  prince,  at  hi§  return  to  Leiceflcr-boufe, 
was,  by  the  king's  command,  attended  hy  a  party  of  the 
jfeomen  of  the  guard,  and  of  the  horfe-guards,  and  the  foot  ^ 
guards  began  ahb  to  mount  the  guard  at  bis  houfe.  In  the 
^cning,  the  princefs  of  Wales  had  an  interview  with  the 
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bfapfi  «8^  rii#  00«i  aiomng^  thrilnke  of  Dewnflirre,  GbcxI^ 
cfrt  G^vipai^  lh€  terll  .Too^itihjBnd,  Mr.  Walpole,  Mr.  Me*     1.72OJ 
ttaiHnv  aMd  Mr.  Puiteovr,  we«e  achnitosch  to  ki/s  die  king*s  ^«— — « 
hnd  i  and  duf^dn  «  of  DmfDitftlre  Garrisd!  the  fwsord  of  fiate 
bttbit  ^kMgXtf' the  royal  chapel  v  tbt  prince  of  Waks  ac-- 
O0Mpaii>iriiigmeiir^i€h«r;^  and,,  artbeq^  rc9tiini»  the  officers; 
aM'TeBUMeft  ff»  ihetvvo  eoorfl^caogratala  led  each  other  upon 
tkii<'iiEocMi6fKai)iMl    The  next  day,  the  great  officers  zoi. 
miniftep^^yf  flbtti^  and  df  tks  boufehold,  ai^:  other  per&ns  of 
SltiiMoik^   u»aited  m>  the  prince  of  Walesa  who,  is  th6 
€9^eiifigt  >^^ttt  voMi  Ms:  wHote  court  to  the  apartments  at  Se« 
JbMfttt'At  ai9d  bad  »  k»ng^  conferorer  with  the  king.    Moft. 
df  fitig!  ^rcriga' miniftdKi  hadalfo,.  oaifafeoccafion,  a  privat9 
mriimica^  the  prilled  el  Wales. 
-  Vp(m  fht  rifing  of  ck€  parliam^t,  the  king  held  a  great 
cOilAiMy  ID  which  he  declared  hiadefignof  vifitto^hb  do* 
mtHii^ii^iA  Gcrnsany,  and  named  the  kvds  jiAices  during  hir 
sMSkctf*    Thtj  wffM  the  faifie  witftr  tfoofe  of  the  laA  year  ; 
te>  Wh6fn^  v»enf  idded  the  lold  Townihend  (who  was  decb- 
ltd  }&ewHe  Icxd*  prefideni  of  the  council)  and  the  duke  of 
JMw^SlAfft.    The  king,  in  the  fame  cooxicil,  conferred  alib 
f#MKd;  honoum  aiid  preferments  :    The  earl  of  Dorfet  warn 
cnratttd  dwke  df  Dorict  ;i  the  earl  of  Bridgewater,  duke  of 
fii^id|ge«t^tcr  ^  die  l^rd  vifcoont  Caftleton,  earl  Caftleton  in 
dl4  cMn^of  York;  Hugh  Bofcawen,  baron Bo^caweii,  and 
^ifcount  Falmouth  in  the  county  of  Cornwall ;  John  Wal- 
)0py  bftfXM  Wallop  of  Wallop,  and  vifcount  Lymington  in 
life  coQiity  of  Southampton  (b}« 

Oa 

JE>)  The  reft  of  the  honours  Vane ;    Sir  Marcus  Beresfbtd, 

pieftrmencs  were :  Matthew  baron  Beresford  of  Beresford  in 

Ikocie  Mortoa»  baron  Ducie  de  the  county  of  Cavan,  and  vi& 

Xfoton,  in  the  county  of  Staf-  count  Tyrone  in  the  kingdom  of 

Ited;  John  Bar»n|ton,  of  Bee*  Ireland;   John  Blunt,   of  thd 

ket  in  the  coouty  of  Berks,  ba-  city  of  London,    Sir  William 

Hm   Barriagtou  of  Newaiftie,  C  hapmsin  and  lliomas  Coleby, 

and  vifoount  Banington  of  Ard-  of  Reufington,  were  created  ba- 

1^6  in  Ae  kingdom  of  Ireland ;  ronets     The  duke  of  Kingflon 

Thomas  Gtigf,  baron   Caftel  was  appointed  lord  priTy-fcal  1 

liarf,   and   vifbount   Gage    of  the  duke  of  OrafWtt  kxrd-liea-- 

Caftle-Iiland,   ft\  the  kingdom  tenant  of  Ireland ;   Mr.  Rt^bert 

oif  Ireland ;  William  Vane,  ba-  Waljjole,  paymafter-genend  of 

j6ii  Vane  of  Dungannon  in  the  the kuig^s  forces;  Mr.  Methilea, 

county  (tf  Tyione^  and  vifcount  comptroller  of  the  hodbM  i 
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Geo;  t.      On  the  T5th  oF  Juae,  the  king  imbarked  lat  Gneamth** 

I720«'   on  board  the Carolinayacht,  and  landed  the  next  moaning- 
'  "at  Helvoetiluvs,   from  whence  he  proceeded  to  Hanover. 

^  to  H!a.  ^^  ^^  arrival  in  Germany,  he  found  the  peace  concluded 
^^/    ^*  between  Sweden  and  Denmark.    This  peace  was  of  gveat* 
importance  ;  for  the  czar  was  left  alone,  and  bad  stskm  lo« 
fear  (as  he  had  been  threatened)  that  all  his  allies,  who  had . 
been  drawn  off  from  him  one  after  another,  would  unite- 
s^inft  him,  to  reduce  him  within  his  ancient  bounds. 
Kegotjationt  «*  The  treaty  was  figned  at  Fredericftadt,  on  the  aid  of ^ 
rvk.^''*'  June.    The  preamble  did  great  honour  to  kingGoofgei^ 
fetting  forth,  that  it  was  refdved  to  put  an  end  to  the  cqiet 
war,  wjiich  had  lailed  ten  years,  bv  the  preffing  inftances  of 
the  king  of  Great-Britain,   who  naa  taken  au  ims^iaahle- 
pains  to  reconcile  the  parties,  and  has  engaged  them  to  con- 
fent  to  a  fufpenfion  of  arms,  the  more  eafily  to  come  at  a 
peace,  for  which  his  majefty  has  offered  them  his  mcdiatioa^ 
which  they  have  accepted.    By  this  treaty,  every  thiog  diat 
had  pafled  during  the  war,  was  to  be  buried  in  eternal  ob« 
Evion ;  liberty  of  commerce  was  intirelv  reftored ;  both  fides 
renounced,  in  the  ftrongeft  manner,  all  treaties,  agreements^ 
and  alliances  made  with  other  powers,  as  far  as  they  ihould. 
Be  contrary  to  the  prefent  treaty  of  peace,  and,  foo:  the  fu-^ 
ture,   neither  party  Ihould  enter  into  any  treaty  or  alli* 
ance,  which  might  be  prejudicial  or  inconvenient  to  the^ 
other. 

.As  the  czar  and  his  pretenlions  were  chiefly  aimed  at  ia 

thefe  negotiations,  it  was  required  of  the  king  of  Denmark^ 

^        that  he  Ihould,  in  the  moft  exprefs  terms,  obnge  himfelf  not 

to  afiift  the  czar,  during  the  war,  under  any  pretence  what* 

foever,  either  with  advice  or  forges:    '  And  becaufc,  (added 

the  duke  of  Qaeenfbury  and  the .  jefty'^  bed-chamber ;  Sir  David 

earl  of  Harold,  gendemen  of  Dalryrop1e»  auditor  of  the  ex* 

the  bed-chamber;    the  earl  of  chequer  in  Scotland;  Edward 
Sunderland,      John     Aiflabie,  .Elliot,  commifTioner  of  the  ex-' 

Oeorge    fiailliet     Sir    Charles  cife;   Henry  Cartwri^ht»  com* 

Tumer,     and    Richard    £dg-  miHionerofthevifbialUng-office; 

combe,    commiflioaers  of  the  Charles  Withers^  furveyor  ge- 

treafury ;  the  earl  of  We^ore-  neral  of  his  majefty's  woods  } 

land,     John    Che^ynd,     Sir  colonel  Charles  Churchill,  go- 

Cliarles  Cook,    Paul   Docmi-  vernorof  Chelfea^-Hofpital;  the- 

n^que,     Martin    Bladen*    and  lord  Glenorchy,  amhaiTador  to 

John  Afhe,    commiflioners    of  ticking  of  Denmark;  and  Mr^. 

tcade  and  plantations;  Sir  Wil-  Molefworthi  envQ/  tothecpiut 

fsci  Lawfon,  groom  of  his  ma-  of  Turin. 

thfi 
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the  treaty)  it  is  the  intcrdl,  not  only  of  the  king  and  crawn  Geo.  I. 
of  Denmark,  but  alfo  of  other  nations,  that  this  war  fliould     ifeo. 
end  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  hTierty  of  commerce  fliould  ]  ■,- 
be  reftorcd  in  the  Baltic,  his  Danim  majefty  promifes  hot 
to  fuflfer  any  Mufcovite  ftips  in  any  of  his  ports  in  the  fea  'dT 
X>enmark  or  Norway ;    nor  will  permit  them  to  bring  irt 
thither  prizes  of  any  nation  whatever ;  and  if  it  fliall  happen,* 
that  thde  prizes  fliould  enter  into  his  ports,  he  will  reftore 
them  to  the  owners.* 

The  king  of  Denmark  was  put  in  (mfleJSon  of  SIcfwick,. 
and  refolved  to  keep  it.  It  was  ncccflary  likewife,  in  order' 
to  engage  him  to  peace,  that  the  king  of  Grcat-Britain  fliould 
guaranty  to  him  the  peaceable  pofleflion  of  it,  which  had 
been  done  the  30th  of  Oflober  the  laft  year.  On  the  other 
hand,  Sweden,  indifpenfably  engaged  as  flie  was  with  the' 
duke  of  Holftein,  could  not,  with  any  decency,  give  up  that 
duchy  to  the  king  of  Denmark.  But  the  following  expe-* 
dient  was  made  ufe  of  to  furmount  theft  difficulties :  *  For* 
afinuch  (fays  the  treaty)  as  the  duke  of  Slefwick-Holftcia 
bas  been  concerned  In  the  war  of  the  North ;  and  as  the 
ftn&  alliance  between  that  prince  and  the  crown  of  Sweden 
might  be  an  obftacle  to  peace  with  regard  to  the  duchy  of. 
Slcfwick;  his  Swedifli  majefty  declares  for  himfelf  and  th^ 
crown  of  Sweden,  and  promifes  not  to  oppofe,  either  di- 
redMy  or  indire£Hy,  what  may  have  been  ftipulated  concern- 
ing that  duchy,  in  favour  of  the  king  of  Denmark,  by  the 
mediating  powers^  which  have  co-operated  in  the  prefent 
treaty  $  and  Sweden  will  not  give  any  affiftance  to  the  duke 
of  Holftein  againft  Denmark,  which  may  be  prejudicial  to 
dlis  ftipulation.' 

The  king  of  Pruffia,  in  making  peace  with  Sweden,  hatf^ 
been  enjoined  by  the  mediators  to  purchafe  the  countries  he 
had  taken  from  that  crown.     The  king  of  Denmark,  on  the' 
contrary,  was  obliged  to  fell  his  conquefts  to  Sweden,  or^ 
what  amounted  to  the  fame,  to  give  them  up  for  an  equiva* 
knc 

Thus  the  king  of  Denmark  contented  to  reftore  Upper 
Pomerania,  the  ifle  of  Rugen,  the  towns  and  fortreiles  of 
Marftrand  and  Stralfundt,  and  all  the  other  tflands  and  de« 
pendencies  without  any  exception,  which  .had  been  ttken 
from  Sweden,  in  the  ftate  they  Were  in  at  the  publication  of 
the  fufpcnfion  of  arms,  with  the  artillery  and  magazines^' 
which  were  there  when  Denmark  fetzed  them.  He  like«* 
wife  gave  up  the  city  of  Wifinar,  with  its  tcnltoiy  and  de- 
pendencies. 
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Qeo.  I,     "In-  return  for  thefe  refiitutions,  Swedqa  qoQfenled»  tbat*. 
I72#.-  for  thtf  future,  and  from  the  day  of  the  ratificatioa  of  the 
1,  tieaty,  there  ihould  be  jio  longer  any  difference  of  natba 

Id  t;be  Sound  and  the  two  Belts  |  fo  chat  the  kingdom  of 
Sweden,  renounced  the  e;x:emptlon  from  toll  in  thofe  pait^ 
and  omfented  that  het  fubje£ts  fhould  pay  theoi  to  DemnariL 
for  their  fhips  and  cargoes,  upon  the  fame  foot  as  the  fub*! 
je&ai  of  Qreat  Britain  and  the  United  Proyinoe^  paid 
them. 

^  MoFdcnrer>  Sweden,  to  give  a  ftill  more  fenfible  prqof  of  her 
deftre  for  peace,  bound  h^rfelf  to  pay  to  the  Icing  of  Dea-. 
na/rk  fix  hundred  thpufand  rix-doUars  at  one  payment.  This 
fum  was  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  mediators,  not  to, 
be  delivered  till  after  the  flipulated  cei&ons  were  exepulsed  bj^ 
the  court  of  Denmark*  It  was  added)  in  exprefs  terms^ 
that  all  the  pretenfions  of  Denmark  upon  Sweden  (hould  h^' 
e2^tin£t,  by  the  obligation  to  the  payment  of  toll  in  the  Sound. 
ajid  Belts,  and  by  the  payment  of  the  Ax  hundred  thoufand 
rix'dollars.  The  other  articles  contained  various  re|;ul^tions,|^ 
all  proper  to  ftrcngthen  the  peace,  and  prevent,  as  &  as  pQP 
fd^Je,  all  occafions  of  complaint. 

The  media,tQr$  took  great  pain^  to  pjrevdil  with  the  kixu^  of 
Denmark  to  grant  Sweden  fuch  moderatt;  terms.    Beftde$ 
the  antient  and  naturaJ  antipadiy  between  the  two  Rations,, 
which  was  to  be  furmounted,  the  conquefts,  whid|  hs|d  coft 
him  Co  much,  and  w^ere  fo  vay  convenient  for  him,  were  ta 
be  retiouQced.    Undoubtedly «  the  apprehenfion  of  feeing  the 
forces  of  all  the  allies  of  king  George  united  againft  him 
rpade  a  gre^r  impreffion  upon  him,  than  the  hopes  of  a£- 
(iflance  from  the  czar,  who  would  not  hear  either  of  peace  oc 
tig^i  mi^diation  froip  the  king  of  Great-Bfitain. 
The  CSV      '  Admiral  Norris  had  (ailed  m  April  with  a  fquadroa  ftrong 
refufes  the  cniuigb  to  give  Weight  to  the  king's  mediation.     When  he 
5*^j*^*^^arrivc4atQopeobagen,  he  wro^e  to  prince  Dolgorouki,  the 
*  ^'    qzar's  ambai&dpr  at  the  court  of  Denmark,  to  notify  to  him, 
^  That  the  king,  his  mafter,  had  ordered  him  to  come  intq 
thofe  fea$  with  a  fquadron  of  his  (hips,  to  procure  a  jufl  and 
re^fonable  peai:e  between  the  crowns  of  Sweden  and  Ruffia ; 
^nd,  that  his  m^jpifyf  having  at  heart  the  welfare  of  his  fubir 
j^^f  as  aliptpecpQcerns  of  fuch  nations  as  live  in  amity 
with  himt  axc(entiy  wijQues,  that  this  affair  may  be  accom* 
pUihcd  in  a  Cbriftia%  efiedual,  and  fpeedy  manner:   That^ 
tQf  this  ^nd,  be  was  q^mmanded  to  notify  to  the  minifiers^ 
raief^Sp  4pd  admirals  of  the  czar,  the  repeated  offers  of  his 
Britannic' majefty's  mediation  of  peace  between  tlie  two 
**  •  *   crowns; 
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^crowns  J  and  fliai  his  czArhn  m^^Jefljr,  duly  confidering  tWfe  Geo.  I- 
|>refent  ftate  of  afFalrs,  would  liftcn  to  rcafonable  condttions  172 0. 
Yor  an  accommodarton  ^  and  l(*ft,  for  want  of  full  powers, 
this  affair  fhould  be  obftrufted,  tHe  famb  were  fent  to'iristii- 
^oy  at  Sto<rkholni,  andiikcwife  tobimiHfas  his  admia!,  to 
the 'end,  jointly  or  feparately,  they  may  aft  in  the  quality  of 
"his  majefty's  plenipotentiaries,  fai  oitier  to  'tfleft-a  peace  be- 
It^Veen  the  two  croWnS,  by  way  of  tricdiition/  Priirce  DoV-' 
"g'dhduW 'returned  for  anfwer,  <Thatthfe  czar  had  itothinfe 
morea^  heart  than^peace  ^nd  tranduiUTty,  of  which  he  faaB 
'given  dear  proofs  during  the  war  5  hut,  ^becaufe  Sweden*  had 
"iievir  expreted  the  lite  fentiments,  the  ct)htintiation'o'f  tHe 
Vir  couM  bfe  rm[iuted  only  to  thir  drown.  That,  asforthfe 
Te?^pitffions  in  the  admit;^s  letter  ibcfurthe  meam  of  a  pclac^. 
Tit  cbuldreturn'rio  anfv(^erto  that ;  and,  in  cafehiiBfitannib 
*m&jefty  had  any  prdpofals  to  make  to  the  c^ar,  he  hoped  tfit 
admiral  would  excufe  him  fr6m  dt)in^  it,  fince  it  couM  bk 
^oV)e  ia  more  compendious  way.* 

Upon  this  anfwer,  the  Endilh  He^t  Joined  that  6f  Swederf, 
4>i!fth"ow'eVer  as  auxiliaries  only.  The  Ruffian  ijeerhad  pre- 
vented them,  andlahded  near  Ulma  five  thbu&nd  men,  wht> 
^met  with  no  rdiftance  ;  they  fet  fire  to  that  town,  and'  tb  all 
•the    •"         -     •         '•-      -    •      "      '      ..  ..    *  ^'SJ. 


villages  in  the  Jleighbourhood.  A?  the  inhabitants  m 
•jtiot  cxp^  filch  ^  Attack,  all  dieir'cfrefis*wcrefefeerf'lr^ 
Muscovites,  who  without  any  lo(s  returned  to  their  /hips. 
-TtSb  cooibineS  Atbts  did  no^anive'ttil  tbeienem/  ba^Tcac^cd 
•^he'port'of  Revel,  where  it  was  not  judged  proper  tio^'^iack 
-ih^m,  4ut  'father  ^9a  mike  a  diMerfion  in!Finland.  J^otUfi^ 
lAtiterhil  w^  dene,  arid  fbme  Gwedlft  (hips,  hftvivig  hn^ro^ 
Slcntly  engaged  a  fup^rior  force  without- heing  timely  fej^ 
^Vted,  were  very  near  being  deftroyed.  ,.»*.' 

The  cT^ar  was  not  fo  eafy  to  be  reduced  as'Spain  had  beiifi. 
*^oIai)d,  the  only  coui^try  contifuous  tobis  domitiion^,  dui 
llMH  think  fit  toattuckjii^  •  And  it  ymrZ,ffCAt  poinf  gf(iQie4» 
•dutking  AuguAus^  notwithftaoding  hisoUigatipn^^tOi..-^ 
.aflUfr, 'haU confented toa Separate pcacewiihJSweden. •.  i-^  j 

Though  king  0«di^  could  ntamt  this  time  ihaSt^  iki 
'ifiHikifig  peace  b««w«((n  Ruffla  iSmd  Sweden,  ^behad'bo^j^ev^, 
'aft  the  end  of  the  campaign,  fomePhppei  bfJt.  -Ulrt'caj'^hb 
'had  heefn  placed  on  the  throne  of  Sweden  iti  the  roonVoflier 
"trothcf  Charles  Xll;  and  had  marri|&d'theheadpf'tl«rfettir 
.of  Helle,  was*  extremely  defirous  he  Jhould  be 'joined  wil 
^herintbe  adminiftra^ion  of  the  regal 'power.  Toihis/er 
Ihe  writ  with  her  own  hand  a  letter  to  eacti  of  the  fbur  orders 
i9f  ths  StatcS|  reprefeating  how  ncccilary  in  the  prefent  diffi* 

cult 
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Geo.  I.  ^^  jun£hjrc^  and  how  conducive  to  the  public  welfare, 

1 729*    would  be  the  affiftance  of  bis  royal  highnefs  in  the  admioiftra- 

-  tion  of  the  government,  and  therefore  hoped  the  States  would 

gratify  her  in  conferring  on  him  ther<^l  dignity. 

..    As  the  propofal  of  placing  the  prince  of  Hefleoti  the  throne^ 

jointly  with  the  ^ueen^  met  with  great  oppofltion  from  the 

nobles,  flie  writ  a  fecond  letter  to  the  States,  offering  to  re- 

'       fignher  fhare  of  the  regal  power,  and  to  be  content  that  it 

ihould  be  executed  by  her  royal  confort  alone*     Upon  tbd 

the. States  unanimouilyeletSed  him  king  (c). 

The  advancement  of  Frederick  to  the  throne  of  Sweden 
.gave  )iini  occafion  to  fend  one  of  his  principal  officers  to  no^ 
tity  it  to  the  czar,  who  in  return  fent  one  of  his  generals  to 
congratulate  the  hew  king.    Upon  tliis  were  grounded  the 
f-hopeS  of  a  reconciliation*    out  the  Ruffian  envoy  was  coml 
miffioned  only  to  demand  fome  pailports,  and  propofe  an  ex* 
i^ange  of  prifoners,  and  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  during  the  win- 
ter,    tie  added  howeVer,  and.  doubtlefs  with  a  view  to  king 
Gtor^,  that  the  czar  .wa6  not  fo  averfe  to  peace  as  might  be 
'drought,  and  only  wanted  reafonable  terms  to  be  made  hii^ 
for  which  t)iere  was  no  need  of  a  ipedia^or*   . 

Thefe  things,  relating  .to  the  aff«iirs  of  Sweden  and  Ruffia, 
f bad. for  thf  moft, part  pafled  before  tlfe  king's  arrival  in  his 
.German  dominions^;    All  the  foreign  minlilers  followed  him 

(c)  The  a£lofeIe£ttdii,>  which  deceale  of  the  fanrivor.  That 
'WatYeadto  the  kings  wa&  to  they  think  themftlves  well  at 
;th]s  etfTe£t  :  ')Tliat  the^  kaa^  is  fured  bis  Qiajefty  wiU  never  faf- 
•ele^ed  a^cofding' .  to  ihe.  laws  >  £u  the  foveieignty  (or  abiokte 
.tLod  cOoiUtutions  of  the  -king-  power)  which  always  proved,lb 
dom;  not  ou^  of  any  d)ujty.»  Jbut '  pernicious'  to  the  kingdom,  tp 
by.  the  free-will  of  .alL'^Kc  fena-  ^  be  introduced  again  ;  but  that 
itors  arid  the'Ilatcs,  who' do  de-  *  he,  as  well  as  the  heirs  of  his 
elartf  the  kingdom'  hdrtditirv  in  body,  will  govern  -die  kingdom 
the  mafe'iffiie  his.nifajelVy  Aall  aecoiding  to  the  laws  anacon- 
^Htve^'by  theqtieen,  anS  tvho>  Citations,  maintain  it  in  dbte 
upon  the  deceaie  of  thftirfa-    Chriftian   ei^mgeHcal  fd^gioB, 


viiall  take  upon  themfelves  and  kt  th6  fubjeds  have  thp  on- 
the  admiaiftiisition,  withoi^tan^r  prejudicei^enjoyment  of  all  their 
^^U;(her  ete^on  ;  but,  in  cafe  privileges,  according  to  the  af- 
both  .their  .majefUes  fliall  die  lurance  given  in  writing  by  his 
..without  imale  iflue,  that  all  the  '.  majefly  ;  in  which  cafe  they 
'fiates  (hall  proceed' to' a  i^ew  will  ^w^ys  behave  themfelves 
^neftion,  without' any  previous  ^  as  faithful  and  true  lie«re  fab* 
ftiihmons^  thirty  daiys  after  the   jeds  to  his  majeity.    Hi£.  Reg. 


-  .. } 
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to  Hanover,  where  he  did  not  want  bufinefi  or  matter  to  ex-  Q^.  f} 
crdfe  his  talents  for  aegoiiatiQn,  whk^,  after  all,  are  the    tj^Oi 
true  talents  of  a  fovcrcign. '  'Mihiftel^  Indeed  generally  fup-  ^tJmmmim» 
ply  ^what  may  be  wanting  in  a  prince ;  but  the  cafe  was 
omekwiie  witn  kin^  George.     He  looked  into  every  thing 
'binifelf :    His^  minifbrs  ^  did  nothing  without  him,  whilft  he 
did  many  things  without  them. 

Th^  treaties  of  peace  to  whidi  ieveral  States  had  b^eo  Ited, 
and  in  ibme  meafure  compelled,  were  for  the  moft  part  tranF> 
aded  in  bafte«.  It  vi^as  impoffible  to  fettle  the  particular  in-* 
terefb  of  the  contradihg  powers  and  their  aJIies.  Thele 
^treaties,  properly  (peaking,  were  only  a  cdOation  from  ho* 
flilities,  and  an  engagement  to  mole  exaft  and  regular  nego« 
tiations*  To  fix  and  afcertain  b  many  ocMn{dicated  interc^ 
and  prevent  the  flames  of  war  froni  kindling  ^c^,'  I^ing 
George  and  the  regent  of  France  joined  their  endeavours  to 
cftaUifli  two  oongrei&s,  one  at  Brtinrwic  for  the  afiairs  of 
the  North,  and  the  oUier  at  Camhray  for  the  reft  of  £u- 
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Pn^ejs,qf  the ,Smh-^ea ^ffaks-^-'-^fificmif ^ Mr^  l^ 

the  bank'ContraS — the  pai^mmt  mdt^fmd^kmtg  jik 

' '  4beeMmm  ^odHhtfi^-^Ptiir  ffmfMdivgs  4n4ife  «#4/i>- 

'Sea  0air—in  H^^Stts^jebentefbr  rp^t^^k-^ 

ih  houfe  jof  cot9^inons  'divided  in.  ;thefr  opimon^—^eir 

*  Japhsr ^.qctcdingS"^^  lekit  CPWnifife  \fgrAjke  '^»dB^ 

Mr.  ^Kmgbt-^&f  'tkefecnt  ^6mrmft9$i^M'.  Stvnkf^k 
md  ibe  tarl  :df.  'Sfmderhnd'is  'taJes^Wr.  St^i.  <5r- 
:pkled  the  hoil^e -^ XlcTsmnas  to:the^ufh'h€a&it^G%f 
out  df'lbeir  ejlahs — refoluiions  irifavoicr  of  {he  Soy^ 
Sea  fufferers — an  aSi  in  their  favour^^remarks  on  ii 
— general  court  of  the  South -Sea — hell- fire  club^^a 
bill  againji  hlafphemy  and  profanenefs — debate  on  the 
fubfidy  to  Sweden — tax  upon  the  civil  lift  revenues — 
parliament  prorogued— foreign  affairs — congrefs  of 
Cambray — perfonal  enmity  between  the  king  and  the 
czar — death  of  pope  Clement  XL — the  loft  feffim  cf 
king  George*  s  fir  ft  parliament — Mr.  Law  returns  to 
England'^debates  about  the  navy  debt'^bqut  the  £j^ 
fairs  of  Spain  and  the  Nortl^-^^  btU  to  prevent  the 
plague — debates  on  the  army'-^en  the  French  buying 
ftnps  in  England — on  the  fakers  bill — an  order 
about  prctefts — a  bill  for  freedom  of  eleSlions  rejeSediy 
the  lords — the  parliament  is  diffolved — death  of  the  earl 
ef  Sunderland'-^and  of  the  duke  of  Marlborai^b-^ 
eleilions  carried  on  with  great  zeat.'^ 

WHILST  the  king  was  employed  abroad  in  hearing 
and  fettling  the  grievances  and  interefls  of  the  na- 
&e4  affilin'  tions  and  their  fovereigns,  particularly  thofe  of  the  Proteftants 
of  Germany,  the  regency  were  no  lefs  employed  at  home  in 
curbing  the  exceffive  defire  of  gain,  which  the  progrefi  of  the 
Sauth*oca^ompany  had  raifed,  and  in  curing  the  deipair 
wkiih  "Meildcd  its  £idl.    Aa  thcfc  are  the  mou  confiderable 

cvenu 
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events  of  tfiis  reign,  snd  iiich  as  will  never  be  fergbt  by  Geo.  'L 
Great  Britain,  they  deferve  to  be  related  at  large.  ly'io. 

The  SoutlnSea  icheme  feems  to  be  taken  from  that  of  the 


Miffiffippi  company  in  France,  formed  by  Mr.  Law  the  laft  iJ^^^^^J^**^ 
year-    Mr.  Law  was  born  at  Edinburgh,  and  had  propofed^^'^^^^^ 
to  the  Pailiameiit  of  Scotland,  in  1705,  a  fcheme  for  fup- Mioufippi 
plying  the  nation  wiA  money,  which,  though  favoured  by  company. 
the  <bil^e  of  Argyle,   then  high-commiilioner,    and  feveral 
members  of  parliament,  was  however  rejeded.     Upon  this 
he  applied  himfelf  to  the  lord  treafurer  Harley,  and  tranfmit- 
tfid  to  Jiim  another  propofal  for  the  increafe  of  trade  and  ere* 
dit,  :but  meeting  with  no  encouragement,  and  not  being  able 
togetiiis  pardon,  for  having  kilkd  beau  Wilfon  in  a  duel,* 
ke.¥rasxqB3pelled  to  live  abroad,  where,  after  undergoing 
great  variety  xif  periectttiom  from  his  e-nemies,  he  fettled  in 
France.    During  hisfiay  in  England,  he  had  informed  him-*  Bank  ercc- 
fclf  fiiUy  of  the<managemeiit  of  the  Bank  and  Eaft-lndia  com-  ^^^^^ 
pany,  and^  in  oidcr  to  fettle  the  flu£tuating  manner  of  things 
in  France^  he  propofed  to  the  regent  to  lay  the  foundation  of 
craltt  .by  crcAing  a  bank.     The  regent  approved  of  the 
fchemcttfae  baidc  was  eflablifhed  :  The  king  began  the  fub-^ 
fcciption,.  >the  regent   followed,    with  innumerable  others*. 
Xhis|ropft.met  withiiioh  Atcaefs,  that,  in  thcee  fubfcripT 
tions,  more  than  all  the  money  in  France  was  faid  to  be 
fuUGcribed'itq  it :  Tor,  by  the  end  of  the  vear  17 19,  bills 
were  gitoi  oiit  for  640  millions  crfTivres^  wnich  exceeds  thh 
vaiac  of  the  biHs  circulated  by  all  the  banks  in  Europe* 
Tlfaere  was  added  a  circulation  of  360  millions,  and  the 
whole  .amounted  to  looo^millions  of  livres,  making  above 
^  millions  of  pounds  ftetling  at  the  Exchange  then  cur^ 
teat  <2t). 

A  iMilk  being  thus  erected,  and  credit  eftablifhed,  Mr. 

j^aw  formed  the  proje£l  of  the  Miffiffippi,  or  India  company, 

:whoweie  to  have  die  /ble  privilege  of  ^he  trade  to  Louifiana, 

«Dr  the  GOitntry  of  the  Miffiffippi,  fo  called  from  a  river  of  that 

Qiafiie,  i^bich^runs  tt^ough  it  from  north  to  fouth.     Purfuant 

to  this  fcheme,  a  fubfcription  offtock  was  opened,,  and  all 

were  admitted  to  fubfetibe.     The  fum  firft  propofed  to  be 

raifed  was  only  60  millions  of  livres,  to  be  fubfcribed  in  fls^te- 

bills.    Thefe  ftate* bills,  or  public  fecurities  were  then  very 

low>  bring  from -57- to  63  per  cent,  difcount ;  but,  as  they 

'  were  received  at  par  without  any  lofs  in  the  company's  Aock, 

(a)   The  Ffench  crown»   of    worth   4s,  and  i  d.  I  Engliih 
five  livres  and  two  fifth3>  was    money. 

:VoL.  XIX.  Z  the 
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Geo.  I.  the  iirft  fubfcription  of  60  millions  was  loon  filled.    The 
1720.  capital  flock  was  then  enlarged  to  100  millions)  and  the 
■  Anions  or  Shares  rofe  to  I20«    After  this  a  new  creation  of 

Adions  was  made  for  25  millions  more^  which  were  deli^ 
vered  out  at  i  io>  and  foon  rofe  to  200*  As  people  appeared 
very  eager  to  lay  out  their  money  this  way,  an  arret  of  the 
council  of  ftate  was  publifhed,  ior  circulating  Bank«l>itt8  to 
the  value  of  25  millions,  in  the  Miffifiippi  company^  upoo 
which  the  AdUons,  about  Midfummer  1719s  nm  up  560* 
T)ie  company,  finding  their  credit  fo  wdl  dbblifhedy  pro« 
pofed  to  lend  the  kin^  50  millions,  for  which  there  was  a 
new  creation  of  A£lion8  for  25  millions,  upon  the  foot  of 
200  per  A&ion.    About  the  end  of  Auguft^  the  cooipany 
prppofed  to  the  king  another  loan  of  1200  millions,  at  three 
per  cent.    As  the  Adlions  were  now  advanced  to  1200,  the 
company,  in  order  to  raife  the  loan,  opened  their  books 
for  500  millions,  by  the  fale  of  50  millions  of  Adk>ns,  at 
the  rate  of  1000  per  A£Uon.    The  fubfcriptions  were  filed 
in  a  few  hours ;  and,  in  lefs  than  three  weeks,  two  fiibfcrip- 
tions  more,  for  the  like  fum  of  500  millions  cadi^  were 
opened  with  the  fame  fucceis.    The  firft  payment  6l  thefe 
three  fubfcriptions  rofe  fo  confiderably,  as  to  be  fold  at  3M 
per  cent,  profit.     From  that  time  die  Anions  rofe  to 
2050  (b). 

The  Miffiffippt  flock  was  in  its  greateft  pcofperity  dmiog 
the  months  of  November  and  December  17 19;  and,  in  the 
January  following,  Mr.  Law,  who  was  become  the  grettft 
fubjed  in  Europe,^  was  made  comptroller-general  of  die  fi- 
nances of  France.  From  that  time  the  flock  began  to  de* 
*  xdine,  and,  by  the  end  of  May,  all  things  fell  into  n^*^*^ 

at  Paris,  occaifioned  by  an  arret  to  reduce  bank  notes  and 
Anions  of  the  compznj.  Mr.  I.aw  refigned  his  place,  and 
had  two  Swifs  officers  given  him  for  his  guard.  By  this  pro- 
ved the  Aate  indeed  gained  immenfely,  1500  millions  of  die 
king's  debts  bein^  tranfpofed  from  him  to  the  pee^,  wAio 
ivere  content  to  difcharge  the  public9  and  owe  the  moatf  to 


(b)  Thus  the  capital  ftock 
confifled  of  theie  feven  fubicrip- 
tions : 

60  millions  of  the  firfl  fub- 

icription. 
40  ofthe/ecottd. 
2$  of  the  thirds 
25  of  the  fourth. 
50  of  the  fifth. 


50  of  the  foith. 
50  of  the  leventh* 

300  millions. 

The  total  of  the  Adions,  which, 
when  they  fold  at  2050,  die  to- 
tal aoiDunted  to  abore  6000 
millions  of  livres,  or  228  mil' 
lions  fierling. 

one 


«■  • 
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^ne  another.  Confequently,  when  the  fall  came  (except  a  Qeoi  L 
feVr  great  fortunes  that  were  made)  there  was  almoft  a  gene-  'i7ao. 
tai  ruin  through  all  France.  ■    ■ 

This  revolution  of  the  Miffiffippi  ftock  at  Parts  was  not 
regarded  in  England,  where  the  like  infatuation  univerfally 
prevailed,  and  was  followed  by  the  like  confequences^ 

When  the  bill  pafled  in  favour  of  the  South -Sea  company,  progrefs  of 
it  was  expeded  the  fiock  would  have  greatly  advanced,  but  theSouth- 
the  contrary  happened  ;  for,  the  day  after,  ic  fell  from  310  to  ^  '^^* 
290.    In  order  to  raife  it,  a  rumour  was  fpread^  that  earl 
Stanhope  had  received  overtures  in  France  to  exchange  Gib-' 
ndtarand  Port-Mahon  for  fome  Places  in  Peru,  for  the  fecu^ 
xi^  and  enlargement  of  the  Engliih  trade  in  the  South-Sea  ; 
which  had  its  eiFed  in  Exchange- Alley.     For,  on  the  lath 
oTApril,  five  days  after  the  royal  afleni  was  given  to  the  bill, 
the  dirt^ors  opened  their  books  for  a  fubfcription  of  a  mil- 
lion, atthejateof30ol.  for  every  100  K  capital.     Such  was 
the  concourfeiof  perlbns  of  all  ranks,  that  this  firft  fubfcrip* 
tion  was  found  to  amount  to  above  two  millions  of  original 
flock.     It  was  to  be  paid  at  five  payments  of  60 1.  each,  for 
one  ihare  of  100  K  In  a  few  days  the  ftock  advanced  to  340, 
and  the  fubfcriptions  were  fold  for  double  the  price  of  the  firft 
payment.     To  raife   the  ftock  ft  ill  higher,  on  the  21ft  of 
April  it  was  declared  in  a  general  court,  that  the  Midfummer 
dividend  fhould  be  ten  per  cent,  and  all  fubfcriptions  ftiould 
he  intitled  to  the  fame.    Thefe  refoluuonis  anfwering  the 
end  defigned,  the  direflors,  to  improve  the  infatuation  of  the* 
monied  men,  opened  their  books  for  a  fecond  fubfcription  of 
one  million,  at  400  1.  per  cent.    In  a  few  hours,  no  le(s  than 
a  millbn  and  a  half  was  fubfcribed  at  that  rate ;  and  fo  gieat 
was  the  confidence  which  was  placed  in  the  diredors,  that 
many  depofited  in  their  hands  their  annuities,  without  know- 
ing what  price  the  company  would  allow  for  them. 

On  the  19th  of  May,  the  diredlors  thought  fit  to  (ettle  the 
terms  and  prices  for  the  long  and  fliort  annuities,  which  had 
been  fublcribed ;    and,  the  ftock  being  that  day  37^  1.  per 
cent,  it  was  refolved  to  allow,  for  every  lOo  1.  per  annum  of 
the  long  annuities,  700 1,  in  the  capital  ftock  [which  at  375  L 
per  cent,  amounted  to  2625  1. )  and  575  1.  in  bonds  and  mo^ 
*ney:  So  the  total  for  each   100 1.  per  annum  amounted  to 
3200 1.  or  thirty-two  years  purcha(e.    For  every  90  1.  per 
-    annum  of  the  ftiort  annuities,  they  agreed  to  allow  350  1,  in 
•  the  capital  ftock,  which,  at  375  L  per  cent,  amounted  to 
J3X2L  10 1.  ahd  in  bonds  and  money  217  1.  lOf*  which  to- 
gether made  1530  1.  or  fevcnteen«yeara  purchafe. 

2  2  Thcfe 
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Geo.  I.       Thefe  offers  occafioncd  at  firft  great  murmurings  among 
1720.    the  annuitants,  who,  having  expedted  ten  years,  found  they 
■  were  to  have  but  eight  years  and  a  quarter's  purchafe.     Upon 

which  fomc  withdrew  their  orders,  and  others  refolvtd  not  to 
fiibfcribe.  But,  the  South- Sea  managers  having  found  means 
to  raife  their  flock  to  500 1.  per  cent,  mofc  of  the  annaitants 
appeared  eafy  ;  fo  that  it  was  computed,  that,  by  the  29th 
of  May,  almoft  two  thirds  of  the  annuities  were  fubfcribed. 

The  arts  of  the  flock-jobbers  dre\V  a  great  concoarfe  of 
pcrfons  of  all  ranks  into  Exchange- Alley,  by  whofe  unex- 
ampled eagernefs  of  laying  out  their  money  in  a  fund,  that 
promifed  10  plentiful  a  return  of  gain,  that  flock,  which 
about  the  latter  end  of  May,  was  at  about  550,  role  on  a 
fudden  fo  prodigioiifly,  that  on  Thurfday,  the  2d  of  June, 
it  came  up  to  890.  Many  cautious  perfons  being  willing  to 
take  this  opportunity  to  fecure  their  great  profits,  there  ap- 
peared the  next  day  fo  many  fellers  in  the  Alley,  that,  by  twd 
or  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  flock  fell  to  640 ;  at 
which  the  chief  direflors  of  the  South-Sea  company  being 
alarmed,  fet  their  agents  to  work,  by  whofe  artful  manage- 
ment the  flock  was  the  fame  evening  advanced  to  750  J 
about  which  price,  with  fome  fmall  fluctuation,  it  coHitinued 
till  the  clofing  of  the  company's  bpoks  on  the  22d  of  June^ 
In  the  mean  time,  the  South-Sea  ftbck  fuffered  a  cgnf!(]era« 
ble  fhock.  For  many  perfons,  who  were  to  follow  the  Idrie 
to  Hanover,  and  others,  Who  found  a  difficulty  of  m^ing 
their  fecond  payment  to  the  firft    fubfcription,  were  both 

f    .  ,         equally  defirdus  to  turn  their  flock  into  money ';  lb  that,  for  . 

[  "Tome  days,  the  number  of  fellers  exceeded  that  of  buyers. 

^  ^  Wherefore  the  managers  of  the  company  formed  two  expe- 

j  dients:  The  firft  was  their  lending  out  money  or  notes  tb 

the  proprietors  t)f  their  capital  flock,  to  the  fum  of  400 1. 
upon  100  L  original  flock  (which  fhewed  it  to  be  worth  abov^ 
that  fum)  at  the  rate  of  4 1.  per  cent  per  annum.  Thcfecond 
was  their  giving  public  notice,  *  That  all  perfons  poftctlcd  of 
any  of  the  company's  bonds,  which  fell  due  on  the  i5th  of 
June,  might  then  have  their  money  for  the  fame  of  the  conl- 
*pany's  cafhier  :  And  that  the  bbnds  would  be  taken  in  on 
the  fecond  payment  for  the  2,250,000 1.  South-Sea  flock, 
fold  by  fubfcription  after  the  rate  of  300 1.  for  each  100  1.  ori- 
ginal flock/  By  thefe  means  money  being  plenty,  and  the 
flock-jobbers  in  good  humour,  the  South-Sea  compariy 
opened  their  books  for  a  third  fubfcription^  at  the  rate  bf 

i^ool. 
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loool.  for  each  lool.  capital  ftock,  to  be  paid  in  ten  equal  Geo.  L 
payments,  one  in  hand,  and  the  other  nine  half-yearly.  But^  17209 
ioDK  men  in  power  having  taken  this  opportunity  to  oblige    i  ■ 

their  friends,  their  lifts  were  fo  full,  that  the  dire£l6rs  enlar* 
ged  it  to  four  millions  capital  ftock,  which  at  that  price 
amounted  to  forty  millions  fterling.  And,  what  is  more 
firange,  theie  laft  fubfcriptions  were,  before  the  end  of  June, 
ibid  at  above  2000].  per  cent,  advance,  and,  after  the  clo«^ 
Hag  of  the  transfer-books,  the  original  ftock  rofe  to  above 
I  cool,  percent.  At  the  fame  time  the  firft  fubfcriptions 
)vere  at  560,  and  the  fecond  at  610  per  cent,  advance,,  the 
Bank  at  260,  and  Eaft-India  at  440. 

The  whole    nation   was    become  ftock-jobbers.       The  The  bub* 
South-Sea  was  like  an  infectious  diftemper,    which  fpread^^* 
itfelf    in  ap  aftonjfliing  manner.       Every  evening  produ- 
ced new  proje£b,  which  were  juftly  called  Bubbles,    and 
new  conipanies  appeared  every  day.     Thefe  were  counte-  > 

nanced  by  the  greateft  of  the  nobility.     The  prince  of  Wales  . 

livas  governor  of  the  Welfti  copper ;  the  duke  of  Chandois^  ^ 

of  York*Bui]dings ;  the  duke  of  Bridge  water  formed  acorn* 
pany  for  building  houfes  in  London  and  Weftminfter.  There 
were  near  a  hundred  different  kinds,  of  projedls  or  bubbles  ; 
and  it  was  computed,  that  above  a  million  and  a  half  was 
won  and  loft  by  thefe  unwarrantable  pracSiices,  by  which 
many  unwary  peribns  were  defrauded  and  impoveriftied,  and 
a  few  crafty  men  inriched,  to  the  great  detriment  of  do- 
meftic  trade.  The  king  had,  the  fame  day  the  parliament  Pfodama- 
xofe,  publiihed  a  proclamation,  declaring  all  thefe  unlawful  ^^'^  •K**'^^ 
projeds  fliould  be  deemed  as  common  nuf^nces,  and  profecu-  june'ii. 
tea  as  fucb;  with  the  penalty  of  500 1,  for  any  broker  to  buy 
or  fell  apy  fliare$  in  them,.  Notwithftanding  this  proclama- 
tion, ^veral  pf  the  illegal  projects  were  ftill  carried  on ;  upon 
which  the  lords  juftices,  on  the  12th  of  July,  to  put  a  flop 
to  all  farther  proceedings,  ordered  all  the  petitions,  that 
had  been  prefented  for  patents  and  charters,  to  be  difmif- 
ed. 

The  feveral  fums,  intended  to  be  raifed  by  thefe  projeds, 

•  amounted  to  no  lefs  than  three  hundred  millions  fterling,  a 

•  fum  fb  immenfe,  that  it  exceeds  the  value  of  all  the  lands  in 
England,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  years  purchafe^  However, 
the  eagernefs  of  getting  riches,  by  quick  and  eafy  methods, 

.  had,  at  that  time,  fo  intoxicated  the  minds  of  moft  people  of 

;  all  degrees,  that  the  moft  extravagant  bubbles  found  many 

fubfcribers :    Some  of  whom  fold  their  firft  fubfcriptions  at  a 


p 
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Geo.  I.  greit  profit,  whereby  the  laft  buyers  were  confiderable  to*^ 

1720.     krsjc).  ' 

"^  The  transfer-books  of  the  South-Sea  company  were  (hut 
up  the  whole  month  of  July.  During  that  time,  there  was 
no  great  variation*  except  only  that  the  price  of  the  capital 
fiock  decreafed  gradually,  from  above  1000  to  930,  in  pro* 
portion  as  the  third  fubfeription  at  a  1000  rofe  to  330  ad« 
vance  or  clear  profit.  In  the  mean  time,  the  diredors^  at  a 
meeting  on  the  8th  of  July,  refolved  to  open  their  books  for 
taking  in  fubfcriptions  of  the  lottery  tickets,  and  other  Ihort 
annuities,  to  the  amount  of  fix  millions  flerling:  But, 
though  they  did  not  then  think  fit  to  declare  at  what  rate 
they  defigned  to  take  thofe  effeds,  yet  the  proprietors  in* 
tirely  trufled  to  their  integrity,  and  readily  fubfcribed  tlie 
fame  on  the  14th  and  15th  of  that  month.  After  which  the 
books  were  fhut  up.  From  that  time  to  the  end  of  July» 
the  flock  fell  gradually  firom  about  1000  to  900,  including 
the  Midfummer  dividend.  In  the  mean  time,  it  being  con- 
fidently reported,  that  the  capital  ftock  was  to  be  enlarged 
by  a  fourth  fubfeription  in  money,  ibme  perfons  in  eminent 
(Nations  defired  the  principal  managers  to  put  ofFthe  fubferip- 
tion, till  the  proprietors  of  the  remaining  part  of  the  long 
annuities  had  fubfcribed,  fmce  the  taking  in  of  diofe  public 
debts,  In  order  to  make  them  redeemable,  was  the  main 
view,  upon  which  the  miniftry  and  the  parliament  thought 
fit  to  encourage  the  South-Sea  proje£t  Some  pretend,  that 
the  men  in  power  made  this  flep,  not  only  to  free  themfelves 
from  the  importunity  of  many,  who  fued  to  be  fet  down  in 
their  lifls,  for  a  (hare  in  the  next  fubfeription  ;  but  alio,  in 
order  to  referve  part  of  the  to  be  increafed  capital  flock,  till 
a  new  fet  of  directors  were  chofen,  who  (hould  have  afhare 
in  the  profits  of  future  fubfcriptions,   in  cafe  the  humour  of 


(c)  How  great  the  general  in- 
fatqation  or  third  of  gain  was, 
appears  from  the  following  in- 
fiance :  A  propofal  was  o&red, 
*  For  carrying  on  an  under- 
taking of  great  advantage,  but 
]io*body  to  know  what  it  is.' 
The  projcd^or  formed  a  fcheme 
for  half  a  million,  by  which 
every  fubfcribcr,  paying  down 
two  guineas  for  fubfcribing,  was 
to  have  ICO  1.  a  year  for  every 
lool.  fo  fubfcribed.    Bat  how 


this  was  to  be  done  did  not  ap« 
pear  in  the  propo&h,  where  it 
was  alfo  (aid,  that  jn  a  mondi 
the  particulars  of  the  prc^eft 
Aoiild  be  laid  open,  and  the  ane* 
ney  fubfaibed  was  then  to  ba 
paid  in.  As  extravagant  as  this 
fcheme  was,  the  projedor  in  a 
forenoon  received  1000  fubicrip* 
tions,  with  which,  amounting 
to  2000  guineas,  he  went  off  ia 
the  aftanooii. 

buying 
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Wyiflg  up  the  fame  at  an  advanced  price  ihould  laft  (6  long.  Geo.  I* 
However  that  be,  in  a  committee  of  the  diredlors  the  27th  of   1720. 
July,  it  being  confidered  that  feveral  perfons,  admitted  as  ■ 

fttbfcribeii  to  the  third  fiibfcription  in  money,  had  not  yet 
made  their  firft  payment,  it  was  relblved,  that  none  but  the 
proprietors  of  their  capital  and  increafed  ftock  ihould  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  next  fubicription  in  money,  at  the  rate  of  20 
ver  cent,  fo  diat  a  proprietor  of  1000 1.  capital  ftock  (hould 
be  intitled  to  fublcribe  200  U  In  this  reiblution,  they,  who 
hitherto  had  carried  on  this  great  proje£l,  with  equal  (kill 
and  fuccels,  had  undoubtedly  two  things  in  view ;  firft,  to 
allay  the  murmurings  of  many  of  the  old  proprietors^  who 
complainedy  that  the  diredors  and  great  men  at  court  had  in- 
grofted  (or  them&lves  and  their  dependants  moft  of  the  profits 
of  the  three  firft  fubicriptions.  And,  fecondly.  That,  in 
caiie  the  eagemefi  of  buyers  ihould  abate,  which  was  to  be 
apprehends  from  the  daily  iinking  of  the  price  of  South-Sea 
fiock,  the  company  might  be  alTured,  that  the  new  fub(cri- 
bers  would  make  the  feveral  payments,  to  which  they  ihould 
fubmit  themielves,  and  for  which  their  capital  ftock  would  be 
at  fufficient  iecurity.  ,On  the  other  hand,  many  of  the  old 
proprietors  were  to  far  irom  looking  upon  this  refolution  as  a 
favour,  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  did  not  ftick  to  fay, 
^  That  the  diredors,  having  had  the  cream  for  themielves, 
would  now  eive  the  proprietors  the  fowre  milk.'  This  com- 
fJaint  feemed  to  be  the  better  grounded,  becaufe  it  was  well 
known,  that  tho(e,  who  had  sot  moft  by  the  South-Sea,  daily 
endeavoured  to  fell  out,  and  Tecure  their  vaft  profits ;  and, 
in  particular,  that  the  principal  prcjeSor  of  this  fcheme 
had  bought  confiderable  eftates  in  Norfolk  and  other  coun* 
ties* 

Puriiuint  to  what  had  been  defired,  it  was  relblved  on  the 
3d  of  Auguft,  at  a  court  of  direfiors,  to  receive  fiibfcriptions 
of  all  the  remaining  long  and  ihort  annuities,  lottery  tickets, 
and  other  public  iecurities,  both  redeemable  and  irredeema- 
ble. For  which  purpofe  the  books  were  opened  the  next  day 
at  the  South-Sea  houfe,  and  continued  fo  till  the  i  ith  of  Au- 
guft. The  day  after,  the  directors  publiihed  the  terms  th^ 
intended  to  allow  to  the  proprietors.  For  every  lOO  I,  a  year 
of  the  lone  annuities,  they  offered  400I.  in  the  capital  ftock, 
which  at  800 1,  per  cent,  (the  price  then  of  ftock,  exclufiyc 
of  the  Midfummer  dividend)  amounted  to  3200>  and  ia 
bonds  or  money  400 1.  making  in  all  3600 1.  or  3.6  years 
purchafe.  For  everv  90 1.  a  year  of  the  fhort  annuities  they 
allowed  200 1.  ftocky  which  at  800 1.  per  cent,  amounted 
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Geo.  I.  to  1600 1.   or  17  year8  purchafe,  and  7  niatbs.     TJ^  rt- 
1720,     deemable  annuities  and  debts  (as  well  thofe  at  4  per  cent,  as 

i  thofe  at  5  per  cent.)  were  to  be  taken^  in  at  105  per  cent. 

and  allowed  for  the  fame  in  capital  ftock  at  the  rate  of  800I. 
per  cent,  exclufive  of  the  Midfummer  dividend. 

Many  of  the  annuitants  were  not  fatisfied  with  thefeoiert, 
which,  they  faid,  put  fo  great  a  difparity  no  lefs  than  neite' 
half  by  half)  between  them  and  the  former  fubfcribers;  fo^, 
by  the  refolation  of  the  direSora  of  the  19th  of  May^  there 
was  allowed,  for  every  lool.  a  year  of  the  long  annuities, 
700 1.  in  the  capital  ftock,  befides  10 1.  percent,  for  the  Mid- 
lummtr  dividend,  and,  in  bonds  or  money,  575 1.  all  which 
(computing  the  (lock  at  800 1.  per  cent,  as  it  was  given  to 
the  prefent  fubfcribers  of  the  like  annuities)  amounted  lb 
6735  1.  whereas,  by  thefe  laft  refolutionf,  there  was  allowed, 
for  the  fame  annuities,  only  3600 1.  For  this  reafon  femedf 
the  laft  fubfcribers  went  to  the  South-Sea  houfe,  in  order  to 
withdraw  their  effefts ;  but  they  were  told  by  the  clerks, 
that  there  was  no  order  from  the  diredlors  for  delivering  them 
back  ;  fo  the  affair  refted,  for  fome  time,  undetermined.  * 
The  uneaftnefs  of  the  annuitants  put  a  frefli  damp  upon 
the  South-Sea  ftock;  but  what  afttded  it  more  was  the 
boldnefs  of  many  perfons  concerned  in  the  illegal  projeSs, 
who,  in  open  defiance  to  the  late  ads  of  Parliaments,  to  die 
king's  proclamation,  and  to  the  orders  and  prohibitions  of 
the  lords  Juftices,  carried  them  on.  Some  of  thefe  compa- 
nies, authorifed  either  by  charters  or  ads  of  parliament,  did 
confiderable  prejudice  to  the  South-Sea,  by  endeavouring  to 
procure  fubfcriptions.  Upon  this,  the  principal  direAors  of 
the  South-Sea  applied  to  thofe  at  the  helm,  and  obtained  an 
order  againft  them  from  the  lords  juftices,  which  was  pub* 
liihed  in  the  London  Gazette  of  Auguft^he  20th,  and  vAiich 
greatly  afFefted  the  ftocks  of  the  York-Buildings  company, 
the  Luftring  company,  the  Englifh  copper,  and  the  Welfti 
copper  and  kad,  and  of  other  illegal  projei^s.  This  very 
much  alarmed  the  perfons  concerned  in  thefe  companies, 
fome  of  whom  fuftained  confidlsrable  loftes,  and  all  or  them 
faw  their  extravagant  hopes  and  expe£hitions  intircly  vantfli. 
Upon  the  murmurings  occafioned  by  their  difappointment, 
the  lords  juftices  ordered  the  direflors  of  thefe  companies  to 
attend  them  at  a  general  council,  the  a^d  of  Auguft,  where 
they  condefcended  to  tell  them  the  reafons,  that  had  obliged 
them  to  orcjer  a  profecution  againft  them.  The  directors, 
both  of  the  Royal  Exchange,  and  of  the  London  Aflurance, 
attended  likcwife,  and  were  cautioned  to  keep  ftridly  to  the 

*     •  ,    limi* 
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lifnitation  of  their  charters,  that  no  complaint  might  lie  a-  Geo.  L 
^inftthem.  1720. 

The  companies  ordered  to  beprofecuted,  having  recovered 
their  fright,  and  confulted  able  lawyers.  Teemed  refolved  to 
Hand  trial,  and  aflert  their  rights  of  managing  their  own  af- 
faixs  as  they  pleafed.  The  Welfh  copper  miners  were  yet 
jnore  bold  and  refradory,  for  that  very  day  (Auguft  23.) 
ibey  opened  their  books,  and  made  transfer  of  their  ftock.  . 
Before  the  lords  jufiices  had  caufed  their  order  to  be  pub- 
liihed,  they  fent  a  compliment  to  the  prince  of  Wales,  to 
^quaint  him,  that  the  company  of  Engliih  Copper,  qf 
which  be  had  been  pleafed  to  be  chofeii  governor,  being 
illegal,  they  were  obliged  to  involve  it  in  the  order ;  upon 
•which  the  prince  tent  a  meilenger  to  the  company,  deArihg 
them  to  choofe  another  governor. 

All  this  while  the  South*Sea  ftock  continued  finking  ;  fp 

that,  on  the  17th  of  Auguft,  it  fell  to  830,  including  the 

Alidfummer  dividend;  which  (mving  given  the  dir€<3ors  no 

iniall  uneafineis,  fomeof  their  agents  were  imipediately.der 

Cached  into  £xchange«Alley,  to  buy  a  confiderahl^  quantity 

.of  ftock,  which  thereupon  rofe  to  880  K  ,  But,  the  humour 

of  felling  out  continuing  the  two  following  days,  the  ftocks 

^U  ag^n  to  820,  at  which  price  the  transfer-books  were 

opened  on  the  22d  of  Augufl:.     That  day,  ;ind  the  ncjtf: 

morning,  there  was  a  great  croud  at  the  South-Sea  houfe  ; 

-and  the  direfiors  obfcrving,  that  great  quantities  of  ftock  had 

,been  bought  at  a  tfaoufand,  and  even  at  higher  rates,  for  the 

'Opening  of  the  books,  and  that  many  perfons  would  be  obli- 

.ged  to  fell  oot,  in  order  to  pay  the  difference,  which  could 

not  fail  of  finking  the  ftock  yet  lower ;  they  came  to.  a  fuddefi 

and  unexpected  refolntion  to  fhut  the  transfer-books ;  and 

the  next  day  to  open  other  books  for  taking  in  a  pioneiy 

■iobfcriprion  of  one  million,  to  the  capital  ftock,  at  the  ra(e 

-oFioool.  for  every  100 1.  capital  ftodc,  to  be  paid  in  fiine 

payments,  20 1.  per  cent«  in  hand,  and  the  reft  in  four  equal 

payments.     Accordingly  the  fubicriptioa^books  were  opened 

the  a4th  of  Auguft ;  and  there  was  fuch  a  croud  of  fub- 

fcribers,  and  amongft  them  not  a  few  of  the  prime  nobility, 

that,  in  lefs  than  three  hours,  more  than  the  intended  fufi 

was  fubfcribed ;  and  that  very  afternoon  this  fourth  fuhicrip- 

tion  was  ibid  in  Exchange- Alley  at  30  or  40  per  cent*  aa* 

trance.     The  next  day  the  principal  dire^rs,  having  coo- 

iiiited  together  about  their  future  management,  came  to  ie« 

Teral  teibliitions,  of  which,  that  very  evening,  they  informed 

tbe  fniUic  by  xbeiDUowiAg  advertifemcnt; 

'   '^      Southi 
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« South-Sea  Hou&y  Augiifttfae25tli^  1720^ 

<  The  court  of  dire^rs  of  the  South*Sea  company  nve 
notice,  that  the  transfer-books  of  the  company  will  be  Siut 
from  the  31ft  day  of  Auguft  to  the  lift  of  Septembery  in 
order  to  the  admitting  as  well  the  proprietors  of  the  original 
capital  ftocic,  and  oftheftock  for  the  laft  Midfummer  divi* 
dend,  as  the  proprietors  of  the  ftock  for  all  the  long  annui» 
ties,  9  per  cents,  and  tickets  of  lottery  17 10,  and  of  the  fe* 
iceral  redeemable  debts,  which  have  been  fubfaibed  op  depo- 
fited,  or  authorifed  to  be  fubfcribed  into  the  capital  ftock^ 
and  alfo  the  proprietors  of  the  firft,  fecond,  third,  and  fourth 
money  fubfcriptions  of  the  company  into  a  fubfcription  of 
20  per  cent,  of  the  capital  ftock,  upon  the  terms  agreed  upon 
by  the  court  of  diredors.  The  company  will  lend  the  firft 
payment  for  the  intended  fubfcription  to  all  the  proprietors  of 
the  original  and  dividend  ftock,  and  of  the  fubfcription  in  the 
long  annuities,  9  per  cents,  and  tickets  of  lotteiy  \^\0% 
and  in  the  redeemable  debts ;  and  of  the  firft  ana  fecond 
money  fubfcriptions,  without  transferring  their  ftock,  or  de» 
pofiting  the  fubfcription  receipts ;  which  fubfcription-books 
will  be  opened  on  die  12th  of  September ;  and  fuch  of  the 
proprietors,  as  do  not  fubfcribe  within  that  time,  wUl  be  ex* 
eluded  the  benefit  of  the  fubfcription/ 

The  next  dav  (Auguft  the  26th)  the  transfer-books  were 
opened  again ;  out  the  South-Sea  ftiock,  inflead  of  advancing 
being  by  thb  time  fallen  under  800,  the  diredois,  who 
had  now  large  fums  of  money  in  their  hands,  thought  fit  to 
lend  to  their  proprietors  4000 1.  upon  every  1000 1.  flock  for 
fix  months,  at  the  rate  of  4  per  cent,  which  enabled  feme  <tf 
thofe,  who  had  bought  ftock  at  a  higher  price  than  the  pre- 
fent,  to  fatify  their  creditors.  Wlut  fttll  embarrafled  the 
diredors  was  the  cafe  of  the  annuitants,  and  others,  who 
had  lately  fubfcribed  their  public  fecurities,  and  who  tho!^;ht 
it  a  great  hardfliip  to  have  the  ftock  given  them  at  800  L  per 
cent,  when  it  was  now  little  above  700',  exclufive  of  the 

•  Midfummer  dividend.    In  order  to  filence  thefe  and  the  like 
murmurines,  after  a  long  confiiltation,  on  die  jodi  of  Au- 

'  guft,  the  direfbrs  came  to  a  refolution,  <  That  30  per  cent, 
ui  money  Ihould  be  the  half  year's  dividend  due  at  Chriftmaa 
next ;  and  firom  thence  for  twelve  years,  not  lefs  than  50  per 
cent,  in  money  ihould  be  the  yearly  dividend  on  their  fbde.'  * 
What  efted  tnis  refolution  had,  was  foon  after  manifeft ; 
for^  though  it  raifed  the  ftock  to  about  80Q  for  the  openioe 
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of  the  books,  yet  it  Toon  funk  again,  and  in  about  three  Geo.  L 
weeks  fell  gradually  below  400.  1J20» 

The  diredors,  having  refolved  die  future  dividends,* 
thought  it  time  to  procure  the  fan£lion  of  the  whole  corpo- 
ration ;  for  which  purpofe  they  appointed  (Sept  8.)^  gene* 
ral  court  to  be  held  at  Merchant-Taylor's-Hall,  declaring 
That  this  aifonbly  would  be  one  of  the  half-yearly  ^neral 
courts  a]^tnted  by  the  charter  ;  and  to  chufe  a  committee  of 
feven,  to  in^)e£l  the  by-laws. 

On  the  appointed  day,  the  friends  of  the  diredors  took 
care  to  repair  betimes  to  Merchant-Taylor's-Hall,  which,  by 
nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  was  filial  s  and  many  proprie* 
tors  and  annuitants,  who  endeavoured  to  get  in,  could  not 
gain  admittance.  The  direSors  having  taken  their  feats  be* 
tween  eleven  and  twelve  of  the  clock.  Sir  John  Fellows, 
fub*govemor,  acquainted  the  afiembly  with  the  occafion  of 
their  meeting ;  read  to  them  the  feveral  refolutions  of  the 
court  of  diredors ;  and  gave  them  an  account  of  their  pro* 
ceedings ;  of  the  taking  in  both  the  redeemable  and  irre* 
deemable  funds,  and  of  the  fubfcriptions  in  money.  This 
done,  Mr.  Craggs,  fenior,  made  a  (hort  fpeech,  wnerein  he 
commended  the  condud  of  the  dire^rs  i  and  urged,  that  no- 
thing could  more  tEkStuMy  contribute  to  the  bringing  this 
icheme  to  perfedion,  than  union  among  themfdves ;  and 
concluded  with  a  motion,  for  thanking  the  court  of  dtre£h»s 
for  their  prudent  and  fkilful  management,  and  for  defirina; 
them  to  proceed  in  fuch  methods,  as  they  ihould  thine 
moft  proper  for  the  intereft  and  advantage  of  the  corpo* 
sation. 

,  Mr.  Craggs  was  feconded  by  Mr.  Hungerferd,  who  laid, 
*  That  be  had  (een  the  rife  and  fall,  the  decay  and  refur- 
redion  of  many  communities  of  this  nature,  but  that,  in  his 
opinion,  none  ever  performed  fuch  wondoful  things  in  b 
wort  a  time,  as  the  South-Sea  managers  had  brought  about : 
That  thev  bad  done  more  than  the  crown,  the  pulpit,  and 
the  magiurate  could  do :  For  they  had  reconciled  all  parties 
in  one  common  intereft,  and  thereby  laid  aileep,  if  not 
whdly  extinguiihed,  our  domeftic  jars  and  animofides :  That 
'1>y  the  rife  of  their  ftocks  the  monicd-men  had  vaftly  in* 
creafed  their  fortunes  $  the  country  gentlemen  had  feen  the 
value  of  their  lands  doubled  and  trebled  in  their  hands  ;  and 
they  had,  at  the  fame  time,  done  good  to  the  Church,  not  t 
few  of  the  reverend  clergy  having  got  great  fums  by  this  pro* 
jcd :  That,  in  fliort,  they  had  mricMd  die  whole  nation ; 
tad  be  hoped  they  had  not  forgot  theoMm*'    One  or  two 
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€eo/  f.  ti^emMrs  of  tbe  afleni})!/  having  oBkred  to  fpe^k  in  ibvoUr  ^ 
1720.    the  annuitants,  and  to  ccnfure  tbe  condud  of  the  diredors^ 
Cl:.— ..A  iHey  were  prefently  hifled  to  filence;  and.Mr.  Hiuigerfordy 
rerunning  his  fpeech^  continued  juftifying  and  applauding  tbe 
difedors,  and  conchided  with  fuppprting  Mr.  Craig's  mo- 
cton.    The  duke  erf  Portland  fpoke  00  the  iame  £de,  ao4 
^     *ifeid,  ^.  That  he  did  not  know  what  reafons  any  body  Ind  to 
be  diilattsfied  ;  and  gave  in  a^dinught  of  the  motion  for  n* 
turning  thanks  to  the  dire^ocs ;  which  being  read  by  tbe 
clerk,  it  was  unanimoufly  approved.    It  was  like  wife  agreed, 
Ithat,  according  to  the  refoludon  of  the  dire^rs,  <  the  nesot 
Chriftipas  dividend  on  the  flock  and  fuhfcriptions  in  money 
fliould  be  30  per  cent,  and  that  a  dividend  of  not  leis'than  50 
per  cent,  per  annum  be  made  from  Chriftmas  next,  in  half* 
yearly  payments,  for  not  lefs  than  twelve  years,  upon  the 
whole  ftock  and  fuhfcriptions.'    They  Ukewifp  agreed  with 
.  the  court  of  dire£tori  to  omit  the  20  per  cent,  fubfcrip^os 
in  money,  which  had  been  intended  for  the  proprietors  of 
the  original  ftock  and  former  fuhfcriptions.     After  which  a 
motion  was.made,  *  That  the  laft  fubfcribers,  both  of  the 
redeemable  and  irredeemable  funds,  fliould  have  the  alter- 
native, either  to  withdraw  their  orders,  or  accept  the  terms 
'offered  them  by  the  court  of  directors.'    But,  the  queftion 
*being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative,  three  or  four  voices 
excepted.     Then,  upon  the  earl  of  Orkney's  motion,  the 
general  court  was  adjourned. 

But,  diougb  the  diredors  carried  their  main  point  in  die 
'general  court,  yi^t  the  negative  put  upon  the  motion,  in  the 
behalf  of  the  laft  fubfcribers,  highly  increafed  the  puUic  dif- 
tcontent,  and  raifed  fuch  a  diftruftof  thefaonefty  of  the  ma- 
nagers, that  the  iame  day  (Sept.  8.)  the  flcxrks  fell  to  646, 
:  and,  on  the  morrow,  to  ^50.     Upon  this,  the  diredors  re- 
'Iblved  to  open  the  transfer-books  the  Monday  following, 
which  having  thrown  feme  damp  upon  the  ftock- jobbing  in 
-^he  Alley,  the  South-Sea  rofe  that  day  (Sep.  9.)  to  640. 
''On  the  other  hand,  feveral  Cf  the  laft  fubfcribers  of  annuities 
went  with  a  public  notary  to  the  South-Sea  houfe,  to  demand 
'their  orders ;  and,  «ipon  the  tduhl  of  the  officers  to  deliver 
^  them,  the  pno^ietors  made  their  protefts  in  due  form,  and 
refcAved  to  feek  their  remedy  at  law.    In  tbe  mean  time, 
they  loudly  complained  of  the  unfair  manner,  in  which  they 
•were drawn  in  to  fubferibe  their  annuities;  for,  it  feems, 
*  at  the  top  of  every  page  of  the  fubfcription-book,  there  was  a 
<fliort  letter  of  attorney,  whereby  the  fubfcribers  impowered 
three  potkfns^  therein  luime^i,  to  accept  fuch  tefms^  as  the 
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eotnpany  fliould  thiidc  fk  to  give  them  fix  their  efle£b';  Geo*  U 
which  they  sdledged  to  be  a  more  tricky'  ixit  one  in  a  hundred     1720^ 
of  the  iiibferibers  having  read  the  infcarii^  preunble.  ■! 

On  the  loth  of  September,  the  direSors  eaufed  the  fci* 
lowifig  advertifement  to  be  publtflied  :  <  The  court  of  dt<»  • 
redors  give  notice,  that  the  dividends  for  Cin-iftmas  nexti 
and  Uterwards,  voted  by  the  general  <^urt  on  the  8th  of  &p* 
aember,  which  (hsdl  become  dae  on  the  four  money  fabtcrip^ 
tions  afaieady  taken  for  the  fale  of  tfaeftock  of  the  company^ 
Unll  be  allowed  in  part  of  the  payments,  which  fhall  becoim 
4ot  on  the  fiiblcripttons  ;  and  that  the  10  per  cent,  flock  for 
die  hA  Midfiunmer  dividend,  on  the  firft,  fecond,  and  thkd 
of  the  money  iiibicrtpcions,  will  be  intitled  to  the  likedivi^ 
dendft,.and  be  allowed  in  further  pait  of  the  payment  on 
thofe  fubicriptions.  And  whereas  the  transfer-books  of  the 
lonipsny  were  adveitifed  to  be  fhut  from  the  31ft  of  Auguft 
hdS^  tDtbe2ift  of  September,  in  order  to  the  making  the 
liibfcriptions  of  20  per  cent.  Intended  for  the  proprietors ; 
and  the  j;eoeral  court  having  fince  agreed,  that  this  fubfcrip^ 
tion  be  omitted,  the  court  of  dira^ors  give  notice,  that  the 
thinBfer-books  will  be  opened  on  the  12th  inftant,  and  will 
continue  open  as  ufoal.*  >    .  '* 

Some  of  the  managers  vainly  expeAed,  that  this  adverdfei 

tntnt  would  have  contributed  to  the  keeping  up  the  flocki 

teit,  as  it  continued  finking,  they  were  (d)}i^d  to  have  p» 

eourfe  to  moreefl^dhial  methods.    They  made  fome  ieoeQ( 

advances  towards  an  union  with  the  Eaft-India  company.  $ 

4^t^  a  feci%t  committee  of  that  company,  appointed  tb  con- 

-Afer  of  their  offers,   not  haviiig  thought  proper  to  accept  « 

them,  they  were  forced  to  court  the  affiftance  lof  theinriva)^ 

the  Bank  of  England.    At  the  eameft  defire,  and  by  tii)p 

^sealous  interpomion  of  Mr.  fecrettry  Craggs,  feveral  ton- 

^ferences  were  held  between  a  fcle£t  number  of  the  dtieSxmiif 

thofe  two  corporations  i  which  raifed  lb  great  an  expedation, 

that  on  the  12%  of  September,  in  the  morning,  upotat  k  re* 

port,  that  they  had  come  to  an  agreeinent  for  circulating  fix 

millions  of  the  South-Sea  company's  bonds,  the  ftock  rofe 

immediately  to  670 ;  but,  in' the  afternoon,  as  ibon  as  that 

report  was  known  to  be  groundlefs,  the  flock  fell  again  to 

580 ;  the  next  day  to  570,  and  fegradually  to40or?^hich 

increafed  the  murmurings  and  complaints  of  the  laft  fub- 

fcribers,  and  expofed  feveral  of  the -directors  tO'publicin« 

fults. 

Mr.  Walpole,  who  was  pay-mafler  of  the  arfny,  and  lived  Account  of 
the  greatefl  part  of  that  fummer  in  the  country,  to  avoid  ^^^^^ 

giving  ^^"" 
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Geo.  I.  giving  of&nce  to  thofe  that  had,  with  the  diredorsi  the  ma^ 
1720.  nagement  of  the  South-Sea  affkifs)  beine'  then  thought  to 
have  great  credit  and  influence  with  the  Bank,  was  fent  far 
out  of  the  country^  and  importuned  to  ufe  his  intereft  to  m« 
duce  the  Bank  to  a^ree  to  a  propofal  made  by  the  Soudi-Sca 
company,  for  circulating  a  number  of  their  bonds. 

It  is  to  be  obferved  that  nothing  of  this  kind  arofe  from 
the  Bank^  or  was  at  their  motion :  And,  as  far  as  it  appearsy 
nothing  but  an  apprehenfion  of  the  people's  refentment,  with 
which  they  were  loudly  threatened,  could  hare  prevailol  widi 
the  Bank  to  have  treated  at  all  with  the  South-Sea  company, 
and  involve  themfelves  in  their  calamities.  But  the  clamour 
was  irrefiftible,  and  the  Bank,  out  of  neceffity,  hearkened  to 
the  propofals  of  the  South*Sea  company  i ,  for  from  them 
every  ftep  and  motion  proceeded. 

The  firft  expedient  was  for  the  Bank  to  circulate  bonds  of 
die  South^Sea  company  to  a  certain  value  for  a  time  to  be 
'aereed  upon,  and  a  propofal  to  that  eSsSt  was,  on  the  i6di 
c?  September,  fent  to  the  Bank  by  the  fub  and  deputy  gover« 
nors  of  the  South-Sea  company. 

This  not  being  rdiihed  immediately,  it  was  propofed, 
that  there  (hould  be  a  meeting  of  a  committee,  confifting  of 
£ve  of  each  company,  at  the  poft-mafter^s  houfe^  where  were 
likewife  preient  die  lord  prefident,  Mr.  fecretary  Craggs,  the 
\dianceUor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  Mr.  Craggs^  poft-nu^fter* 
general  (d).  The  meedng  was  on  the  19th  of  September, 
three  days  after  the  propofal. 
This  conference  lafted  ouny  hours  widi  great  rdudance 
.  im  the  part  of  the  Bank^  bqt  was  prefled  with  fo  much  ea- 
g^neft  and  authority  on  the  other  fide,  that  the  Bank  was 
fievailed  upon  to  yidd. 

It  was  thought  proper,  before  they  parted,  that  fomething 
ihouM  be  fediKcd  into  writing,  as  a  minute  of  the  fubfianco 
<  __ 

(d)  The  five  dire&on  of  the  South-Sea  wercw 
Sir  John  Feilows^  rttb*govemor» 
Charles  Joye,  deputy-govemor^^ 
Sir  Theodore  Janfeop 
Mr.  Gore» 
Mr.  Chefter, 
The  five  Bank  dhefiors  were^ 
Mr.  Hanger*  governor. 
Sir  John  Ward» 
Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote^ 
Sir  Peter  Delink, 
Sir  Nathaniel  Gould. 

'of 
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Hf  what  bad  been  under  confideration,  and  to  ferve  as  a  feun<-  Geo.  I« 
4adon  of  a  future  agreement  or  contrail  between  the  two     1720. 
companies.  ' 

There  was  fome  little  difpute  who  fhould  draw  the  minute, 
but  it  being  the  general  defire  of  the  company,  that  Mr.  Wal- 
pole  (hould  do  it,  in  the  prefence  of  the  whole  meeting,  he 
put  down  in  writing  what  has  ever  fince  been  called  The 
&uik  Contraft,   aiKl  which  was  in  the  following  words: 
<  Tliat  die  Bank  of  England  Ihall  undertake  to  circulate 
Aree  millions  of  South-Sea  bonds  for  one  year,  at  a  premium. 
to  be  agreed  upon  by  the  two  companies ;   a  fubfcription  to 
be  taken,  for  inabling  the  Bank  to  carry  on  the  circulation, 
■         per  cent,  to  be  paid  down  by  every  fubfcriber,  and  ■"■     ■ 
percent^  upon  every  call  at  a  fortnight's  notice;  the  contract 
with  die  fubfcribers  to  be  made  in  the  nature  and  form  with 
former  contrafb  for  circulating  Exchequer  bills,  and  the 
charges  of  circulation  to  be  borne  by  the  South-Sea  company. 
That,  in  confideradon  of  this  undertaking,  the  South-Sea 
company  {hall  pay  the  3,700,0001.  to  be  paid  to  the  Bank  by 
iiodce  of  parliament,  in  South-Sea  ftock,  at  a  price  to  be 
agreed  on  between  the  two  companies.' 

This  paper  (which  was  all  that  Mr.  Walpole  ever  wrote 
relating  to  die  afiair ;  for  at  the  other  meetings  he  was  never 
CNKe  prefent)  had  no  dtle  or  preamble,  fignifying  what  it 
imported  :  The  premium  for  drculadng,  and  what  was  to 
be  paid  down  for  the  circulation,  was  left  blank,  and  die 
moft  material  part  of  die  whole,  at  what  price  the  bank  was 
to  take  the  South-Sea  ftock  for  3,700,000 1.  was  referred  to 
a  fubicquent  agreement.  So  it  could  not,  with  any  pro- 
priety, be  called  a  Contraft,  but  rather  a  rough  draught  of 
*an  agreement^  void  of  all  form  or  any  manner  of  obliga* 
tion. 

The  next  day  after  this  meeting  (Sept.  ao.)  there  was  a 

?neral  court  of  the  South-Sea  company  at  Merchant- 
aytors-Hall,  where  Sir  John  Fdtows,  the  fub-govemor, 
acquainted  them,  *  That,  fince  their  laft  meeting,  their 
fiock  having  taken  an  unexpeded  turn  to  the  difadvantage  of 
the  company,  the  dire£tors  had  been  confuldng  what  might 
be  moft  for  die  benefit  of  the  corporation ;  and  confidering 
the  great  credit  the  Bank  of  England  had  juftly  gained,  both 
at  home  and  abroad,  they  had  thought  it  for  their  intereft  to 
treat  with  that  company  for  the  circulating  their  bonds,  and 
CO  gramt  diem  ftock  at  a  moderate  price,  in  lieu  of  the 
3,700,00c  I.  which  the  South-Sea  company  was  to  pay  them 
•«  JLady^Ds^,  and  Michaelmas,  1721.    And  that  fxom-the 

refult 
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Geo.  I.  rcfult  of  the  meeting  they  had  the  night  before  wftfa  iomi^ 
1720.    gentlemen  of  the  Bank,  and  fbme  peifons  of  the  firfi  raok^ 

■■  they  doubted  not  but  fuch  an  agreement  might  foon  be  per-) 

fecled.'  Hereupon  Mr;  Dawfon  moved,  <  That  the  direc-* 
tors  be  impowered  to  agree  with  the  Bank  of  England,  or 
any  other  perfons,  to  circulate  the  company's  bonds,  or 
make  any  other  agreement  with  the  ^ank,  which  they  ibould 
judge  proper:'  And  he  was  feconded  by  Sir  John  Eyies, 
Hereupon  Mr.  Hungerford  moved  for  ameniding  the  latter 
ps^rt  of  the  queftion,  by  making  exprefs  mention  oi  that  ochec 
agreement.  But  Mr.  Pulteney  fpoke  for  the  ^ueftion,  an4 
thoogbt  it  beft  to  ufe  a  latitude  of  eitpreffion,  and  (b  leav^ 
theLdire<^rs  at  liberty  to  ad  as  they  mould  think  proper  foe 
die  iatereft  of  the  company.  He  added^  ^  That  it  was  a 
matter  of  furprife  to  fee  what  a  panic  had  feized  upofi  tha 
minds  of  the  people,  at  a  time  wbei^  the  nation  was  in  prot 
found  peace,  and  had  nothing  to  fear,  either  at  home  or  fiooi 
abroad.  That,  indeed,  a  rumour  had  been  univerfally  ipread, 
as  if  the  armament  of  the  Spaniards  was  defign^  either 
againft  Port-Mahon  or  Gibraltar  $  but  fhat-he  toolk  that  rer 
port  to  be  altogether  falfe  and  groundk&y.ond  only  inteiide4 
to  (candalife  that  potentate,  and  to  t^i^j  the  j^eople  here ; 
for  he  himfelf  had  feenand  perufed  a  copy .i>f  ^letter,  wficcqi 
by -the  exprefs  command  of  tJie  king  ofiSpain  -by^id  fecreUiy 
of  ftate,  to  the  Britifl)  nMnifter  at  Ma4ndi  ^blbiutely  deiqrr 
ing,  in  the  ftroi^eft  terms^  any  dei|gns<if  the  Spw^iQi  feroei 
againft  any  of  his  Britanaic  -majefty's  dominioDs.  That  be 
was  as  much  concerned  kvthe  con^ny  a^  OloJl  people  i  :bM( 
that,  notwithftanding  this  general  and  ^terribie  alarm,  he  had 
^not  difpofed  of  any:part  of  his.  ftockj  i6v  he  would  think  it  % 
fcandal  to  be  rich,  if  t^e  nation  vfsre  juiced- ,  ThsK^  Itow- 
ever,  he  hoped  the  cafe  would  be  auite  otherwife ;  and  tie 
doubted  not  but  the'  coaapany  woaldTfodnbe  reftored  to  its 
foraier  flouriihing  condition,  fmce  it  wi^  like  lo  be  fupported 
by  the  Baidc  of  Kngland,  a  corporation,  -wto  by  wife^  though 
^w  and  cautious  >meafar6s,  had  eftdbhihed  its  credit,  not 
ctnly  at  home,  but  ev^n  among  foreigners.'  Upon  this>  die 
•quefiion  "was  unanimoufly  agreed  to.  Sir  John  FeUo^vs  tb<n 
farther  acquainted  the  aftmbly,  <  That^  the  proprietoflB  df 
the  federal  annuities  ^tely  fubfcribed^  lis  :trell  as  thofe.  ifr- 
terefied  in  the  two  kft  money ^fubferiptiohs,  being  very.miicb 
difiatisned,  fearing  thcireby  to  b«  great  lofers,  £e  diredots 
'had  thought  it  proper,  that  the  terms  .(hoeld  be  lowered  -to 
'make  them  eaiV/  Whereupon  Sir  Matthew  Dedccr  mored, 
'\  That  power  be  given  to  the  diret^ors  to  relieve  the  antrai- 

tantsy 
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tents,  wTio  came  in  upon  the  laft  Aibfcription ;  as  llkewlfe  the  Geo.  L 
proprietors  of  the  third  and  fourth  mpney-fubfcriptions/    He    17^0* 
y^as  (eGoi^ded  by  Mr^  Craggs  femor^  who,   among  other  ^ 

things,  faid,  <  That  nothing  xould  be  more  reafonable  and 
juft,  than  to  give  fatisfa^lion  to  people  who  had  truded  their 
fprtunes  ^d  efiates  to  the  company,  and  that  it  would  b^ 
^  i)otoripu$  roljbery  to  take  any  advantage  of  their  confi- 
^enc^  in  the  booqur  and  Integrity  of  the  directors/  Thi^ 
|[av<  pccafion  to  Mr*  Budget  to  reflect,  in  a  fpeech,  on  th€ 
prodigious  leap  from  a  (uolcription  of  400  ].  to  on^  of  a 
ipoolv  which  ]eft  fucb  a  gap  in  the  building,  as  would  at 
laft  W^ig  it  to  the  .ground.  He  ^en  obferved,  that  the  fall 
9f  the  l^ocj;  was  owing  to  the  maucious  rumour,  that  two  ot 
lEhr^c  6^  the  vot  direoors  had  bafely  betrayed  the  truft  rwo* 
Ibd  in  them.  When  he  bad  doine  fpeaking,  Mr.  Cheuer^ 
one  of  the  dire&ons,  ipoke  in  vindication  of  his  brethrenf 
and  /aid,  <  That  he  2uiew  of  no  proceeilings  among  them^ 
But  what  were  intended  for  the  good  of  the  wht>Ie  company  i 
That,  for  his  own  part,  he  had  not  fold  any  of  his  ftock, 
iior  referved  to  hinuelf  any  more  of  the  fubfcriptions^  thao 
what  was  allowed  to  each  of  the  direi^ns ;  and  that  his  for- 
tune would  have  been  as  large^  if  he  had  not  been  a  director : 
Thaty  a3  tp  the  gre^  gap  between  the  fecond  and  third  fub- 
icrip^on^  in  money,  which  was  objeSed'  as  a  wroi^  ftep  in 
the  management  of  the  company's  affairs,  he  could  amire 
them,  that  it  was  none  of  the  diredors  fault,  fmce  they  de«*  ' 
£gned  to  have  made  the  third  fubfcription  at  five  or  fix  hun^^ 
d^ed ;  hut,  the  humour  and  eagerHefs  of  the  people  having 
run  vp  tjie  ^South-Sea  ftock  to  feven  or  dght  hundred^  they 
could  not  in  prudence  open  a  fubfcription  at  lefs  than  a  thou- 
sand/ ^The  ailembly  feemed  to  be  very  well  pleafed  with 
Md better's  ibeecb  i  i)ut  many  wondered,  that  none  of  his 
^rethr^took  tLat  opportunity  to  clear  them&Ives,  as  he  had 
^one.  Upon  the  whole  matter,  the  court  unanimoufly  agreed 
to  fihe  quoAlon  for  relieving  the  laft  fubfcribers^  and  then  ad-v 
jpurned. 

;  Two  days  after.  Sept  22.  there  was  a  general  court  of 
the  BaiJip  of  England, ,  when  the  governor  acquainted  them, 
tliatltHiswasone  of  their  quarterly  and  half-yearly  meetings^ 
^'tW  their  dire&orsb^d  come  to  a  refolutipn  to  declare 
thela^  Half'-yearly  dividend  at  four  per  cent,  to  which  tiie 
q'm  haying  imam^K^  agreed)  thi^  ^^^ernor  proceeded, 
lyW,  >  ]^e  pie^J^^  pqne  ^ould  be  igporant  there  had  of 
fate  been  divers  meeUncs.  and  confeceoces  bet^veen  the  dircc^ 
tPTs  of  this  company  and  the  direaors  of  the  South-Sea,  un- 
''OL.XIX.  A  a  d« 
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Geo*  L  der  tbe  influence  and  interpofitioii  of  fome  perfiuit  of  thf 
1 720*    ^igheft  figure  and  ftadon :  That  tliev  had  made  no  agreement 
_  yet  y^  the  South-Sea ;  but  that  tne  dtredors  had  thought 

fit  to  oome  to  a  refolution  upon  the  matter.  Then  the  refo* 
lutipn  was  read ;  and^  widiout  any  peribn's  ipeaking  to  it» 
was  inunediately  formed  into  a  queftion  to  this  eSt&i 
<  That^  for  the  better  fupport  of  the  public  credit)  die  direc- 
tors of  the  Bank  of  En&land  be  impowered  to  agree  with  the 
^iredors  of  the  South-Sea  to  circulate  dieir  bonds  to  what 
fum,  and  upon  what  terms,  and  for  what  time,  they  (hall 
think  proper ;  and  to  make  what  other  agreements  with  ^ 
South^Sea,  they  fliall  judge  to  be  for  the  mtereft  of  this  cor« 
poration  :*  Which  queftion  was  inftantly  agreed  to  with  g^tat 
imanimitT.  Then  the  governor  acquainted  them»  that  he 
believed  books  would  be  ready  for  a  fubfcripdon  to  be  taken 
in  the  next  day,  for  the  purpofe  aforefaid,  and  that  it  woidd 
be  on  the  ufwd  terms,  15  per  cent,  depofit,  3  per  cent,  pre- 
mium,  and  5  per  cent,  interefti  and  then  the  court  ad* 
joumed. 

The  diredors  of  the  two  companies  beinethus  impoweredji 
a  committee  of  both  met  on  the  23d  of  oeptember,  smd  t 
propofal  was  made  by  one  <^  the  diredors  of  the  South-Sea 
company,  <  That  the  3,700,000 1,  (which  the  South-Sea 
company  was  to  repay  to  the  Bank  at  Lady-Day,  and  Mi- 
chadmas  1721}  ihould  be  fubicribed  by  the  Bank  into  die 
ftock  of  the  South*Sea  company,  for  which  the  Bank  waarta 
have  fuch  Ihares  as  the  funds  would  produce,  the  flock  being 
valued  at  400  !•  per  cent. 

This  propofal  was  the  next  day  reported  at  acourtof  di» 
refiors  of  tlMB  Bank ;  and,  being  agreed  to,  was  die  iame  day 
communicated,  by  a  direAor  of  die  Bank,  to  the  court  of 
directors  of  the  South^-Sea  company. 

This,  in  (hort,  is  the  hiftwy  of  tbe  fiimous  Bank  Con* 
tra6l,  m^hich  has  made  to  much  noife.  The  fubftanoe  of  all 
which  is,  that,  in  the  day  of  diftrefs,  the  Bank  was  tfaoittbt 
the  only  rdburce  to  fupport  the  finking  ftate  of  the  South«5ea 
company.  Every  one  that  was  thought  capable  of  dvine  any 
affiftance,  was  called  in :  At  the  trft  conference  MrTwat* 
pole  affifted,  and  the  Bank  was  perfuaded  to  undertake  what 
was  propofed  to  them :  The  firft  part  ofthepropofition,  and, 
indeed,  die  original  propoial  forciroulating  the  bonds  upon 
which  the  firft  conference  was  held,  was  dropped  by  ths 
South- Sea  company ;  andthelaftardde  of  taking  South-Sea 
ftock  at  40ol.  per  cent,  was  carried  on,  and  acoqMed  by  a 
committee  if  the  Bank;  Aod  dus  example,  it  was  hoped, 

bf 
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fcjr  the  ftUDiagen  of  the  South -Sea  afiairs,  wouid  fix  the  price  Geo.  I. 
of  South-Sea  flock  at  that  rate:  But  they  were  foon  convinced    1720* 
by  the  daily  /all  of  the  dock,  that  this  expedient  would  not*  ■ 

aniWer:  And  the  Bank  quickly  found  they  had  been  pre- 
vailed upon  to  confent  to  what  they  were  not  able  to  perform, 
as  will.prefently  be  feen. 

When  the  books  were  opened  at  the  Bank  for  taking  in  a 
iiibicription  for  the  fupport  of  public  credit,  the  concourfe  of 
people,  who  readily  brought  in  their  money,  was  at  firft  ib 
irery  great,  that  it  was  judged  the  whole  fubicription  (which 
was  intended  for  three  millions)  would  have  been  filled  that 
very  day :  But  k  happened,  that  the  fall  of  the  South*Sea 
flock,  and  the  diferedit  of  diat  compan/s  bonds,  occafioned 
m  run  upon  the  mofl  eiainent  goldfmiths  and  bankers,  fome 
of  whom  having  lent  but  great  Turns  upon  South-Sea  ftock, 
and  other  public  fecurities,  were  obliged  to  ibut  up  their 
ihops,  and  abicond.  The  fword-blade  company  (who  hi- 
therto had  been  the  chief  ca(h*keepers  of  the  South-oea  com* 
pany)  being  almoft  drained  of  their  ready  money,  were  for* 
ced  to  flop  payment,  and  fet  up  at  their  office  written  bills, 

giving  notice,  <  That  they  would  pay  any  of  their  notes  in 
)utfi-Sea  flock  at  four  hundred  per  cent,  or  pay  part  in  cafh 
en  the  Monday  following,  and  give  five  per  cent,  intereft  on 
the  reft  till  paid ;  and  tmt  they  would  take  &eir  own  notes 
la  payment  for  the  monies  they  had  lent/  This,  being 
looked  upon  as  a  kind  of  Bankruptcy,  increafed  the  public 
calamity,  and  occafioned  a  great  run  upon  the  Bank,  who 
were  obliged  to  pay  out  money  fafter  than  they  received  it 
iipon  the  fubicription.  But  the  feftival  of  Michaelmas,  on 
which  the  Bank  was  fhut  of  courfe,  gave  it  fome  breathing- 
time. 

In  the  mean  time,  South-Sea  flock  continued  finkinff  till 
Michaelmas-day,  when  it  was  about  150,  at  which  price  it 
was  on  the  2d  of  February,  the  day  after  the  houfe  of  com* 
inons  accepted  the  propofals  of  the  South-Sea  company ; 
whofe  low  credit  *  appeared  yet  more  plainly,  in  that  their 
l)oiid5,  payable  on  Michaelmas  lyar,  were  now  at  above 
35  per  cent,  difcount^ 

Purfuant  to  a  former  refolution  for  relieving  the  lafl  fub* 
Icribers,  a  general  -  court  was  held  the  30th  of  September, 
wherein,  after  the  agreement  with  the  Bank  was  ratified,  it 
was  refotved  that  the  proprietors  of  the  redeemable  debts  ta- 
ken in  on  the  lafl  fubfcriptions  (hould  be  allowed,  for  their 
feveral  interefts  in  the  Funds,  the  Tame  terms',  in  ftll  refpefb, 
M$  the  Bank ;  axid  that  the  lafl  fubfoription  of  the  long  annui* 

A  a  2  ties 
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Geo.  I.  ties  (hould  be  valued  at  32  years  purchafe ;  Atkl  rf  Aa  Ibilit 
1720.    at  17  yeirs  purchafe ;  to  be  paid  fof  in  ftock  ttt  406  i)er  cent* 

m  and  be  intitled  to  the  laft  Midftimmer  dividiend :  And  tt^iA 

the  annuitants  fhould  be  allowed  the  inltreft  of  their-  unnuf* 
ties  to  the  29th  of  September.  It  t^s  alfo  agreed,  fhttt  tM 
third  fubfcriptton,  which  was  taken  fft  tcoo  percent  thioM 
be  reduced  to  400  per  cent,   afid  the  iubfcrt[lri<}if  recripts 

Siven  out  Accordingly.  Th^t  the  ICO  per  cent.  aly«M^  |*il 
lould  be  taken  in  {>art  of  the  payment ;  And  thfilt  Hxt  W^ 
inaining  300  ^er  cent,  fhould  be  paid  in  hinh  pa^ebCs^ 
whereof  the  thfee  next  payments  to  be  at  4b  per  cent^  leiiell» 
iind  the  other  ftx  payments  at  30  jper  tent  at  6k  mdMA 
fiiftance  from  each  other ;  the  nrit  psifcntxnt  df  40  ^r  cenc^ 
to  be  the  2d  of  July,  172 1.  It  wa$  i&iro  Agreed,  th^  fb» 
fourth  fubfcriptron,  which  was  taken  at  xooe  per  tdit. 
whereof  206  ^^r  cent,  was  paid  down,  ihduld  be  alfoMdikftd 
to  400  per  cent,  and  that  the  remaining  200  per  cent.  AeidA 
be  paid  in  eight  equal  payments  of  25  per  eent.  aich^  tU 
firft  of  which  was  to  be  the  26th  of  September,  i^li,  fasA 
the  remaining  payments,  at  fix  ntontbs  fllftahlite  mm  eaeh 
other.  That  intereft  Ihould  be  allowed  to  the  compdmy  frodi 
Michaelmas,  1720,  after  the  rate  of  5  per  cent,  per  aiuk 
to  the  tefpeBive  times  of  payment  of  the  faid  thtrd  and  fiwrth 
fubfcriptions :  And  that  the  lo  per  cent,  dividend  at  Miikm^ 
iner  Oiould  be  alfo  allowed  on  the  third  and  fourth  Albfcrip^ 
tions.  That  the  proprietors  of  the  receipts  bf  M  the  oxme^ 
fubicriptions  (hould  be  allowed,  in  part  of  their  payAientS) 
the  feveral  dividends  that  Ihould  be  made  on  the  ftock  of  the 
company,  till  their  payments  were  completed.  That  five 
per  cent,  intereft  be  allowed  on  all  the  company's  bonds  firom 
the  29th  inftant  till  they  fhould  become  due ;  and  that  utf 
of  the  company^s  bonds  ihould  be  taken  as  money  in  the 
iburch  payment  of  the  firft  fubfcription,  wbkh  would  becomt 
due  on  the  14th  of  Odober  (a). 

Theft 

(a)  It  nay  not  be  improper  to    Ion|;  and  fhort  annutiesy  fab* 
infert  here  an  account  of  the    fcrioed  or  tmfablcribed. 

1.        t.    d* 
.  LtNo  Anhvxtie8»  per  ann.  .         666,821    3     3. 


Firfl  fubfcription        *— •        .....—.  427,340  18     9 

Second  fubicription        ■■  —       1254392  17    6 

XJofubfcribed  •——  •-—«         ii4'',o87  12    o 
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Thefii  refiAutions  gave  no  fatisfa<^ion  to  the  annuitants,  Geo.  1% 
IXor  fpt  tbe  leaft  ftop  to  the  fall  of  the  South>Sea  ilock.    The     1 720. 

Bank  finding  they  were  not  able  to  ftem  the  tide,  without » 

cacpofing  the  properties  of  their  own  principals  and  adven- 
turers to  be  carried  away  and  loft  in  the  common  deluge, 
tliev  wifely  kept  themfdves  put  of  the  general  inundation, 
and  did  not  care  to  be  drowned  with  thofe  they  oould  not 
61K.  Tbfy  refolved  to  drop  an  agreenoent,  which  they 
J/(fm  under  no  obligation  to  perform  (  had  it  boen  poifible) 
wad  tQ  iprhich  the  South-Sea  had  no  power  to  compel  them. 
On  the  lOth  of  November,  the  governor  of  the  Bank  reported- 
fym  the  conmittee  appointed  to  treat  with  the  South  Sea 
comfstajj  that  the  tranfac^iqns  between  the  Bank  and  that 
OQmp^y  bad  been  laid  before  council,  on  behalf  of  tbe  Bank  ; 
and  that,  the  South -Sea  company  prefling  for  an  anfvixr  of. 
^hi^t  b^d  -been  done  therein,  the  governor  of  the  Bank  had 
acquainted  tbe  dq>uty-gov6rnor  of  the  South-Sea  company^ 
that  the  committee  djd  Aot  think  fit,  for  the  prefent,  to  pro* 
ceed  further  in  that  aifair,  and  had  delivered  to  him  in  writing 
the  following  anfwer : 

*  When  the  propofition  was  offered  by  the  lords,  at  the 
n;ieetti^  of  tbe  committees  of  both  companies,  ^s  a  fuitable 
expedient  fpr  tbefu|^it  of  public  credit,  the  court  of  direc- 
tors of  the  Bank  mewed  their  readinefs  to  join  in  anymea-* 
fures,  that  m  jght  tend  to  the  fervice  of  the  public. 

JQut,  foqie  difficukies  sy)pearing  to  the  comnittee  of  the' 
Banky  tbey  i^u^e  confulted  ^itb  their  council,  and  they  aiC: 


Short  An^uiti^s,  per  ann. 


Firft  fabfcription 
Second  fublcripti<« 
Uofiibfcribed 
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1. 

8i>ooo 

0 

0 

48,132 
18,750 

14,11s 

• 

46,260 

6 

I 

Firfl  f abfcription        — -r-           — -    15,918  4  o 

Second  fubfcription        — r—        —  14,906  6  o 

Unfobfcribed     — — -        — «-        ■  >  5*365  16  i 

Rbd£Imabl£s,       —        —  ——  16,546,482  7  I 


SjiWbibcd             .  -—        —    —     14,391,781     8    o 
lUnAMisribed     *■ —    — ,—    2,152,694    7    i 


mm 
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Geo.  L  advifed,  that,  confidering  the  nature  of  this  tranfafibn^  it 
1720.  will  not  be  fafe  for  them  to  proceed  upon  the  proportion  wkii* 
»■  out  confent  of  parliament. 

However,  they  think  it  reafonable,  th^t,  in  the  meait 
time,  the  committee  of  the  South-Sea  fhould  give  the  com- 
mittee of  the  Bank  ibme  account  of  their  eftate,  for  the  &• 
tis&Aion  of  their  principals/ 

About  a  week  after,  the  following  paper  wasient  tothe 
Bank  from  the  lords  of  the  treafury  :  <  My  lords  deiire,  that 
the  difficulties  which  have  arifen  (and  upon  which,  Aty  lay„ 
they  have  confulted  their  own  council)  concerning  the  late 
agreement  between  them  and  the  South- Sea  company,  may 
be  put  in  writing,  and  delivered  to  their  lordfliips,  as  bon 
as  poffible,  that  their  lordihips  may  receive  the  opinion  of  the 
king^s  council/ 

To  this  the  following  anfwer  was  given :  '  The  court  of 
directors  of  the  Bank  have,  with  the  utmoft  deference,  con* 
(idered  the  meflage  in  Writing,  which  your  lordfhips  were 
plealed  to  fend  them,  and  they  humbly  apprehend,  they  can* 
not  better  explain  themfelves,  than  they  have  already  done, 
j^  in  the  manner  they  have  given  to  the  &>uth*Sea  company,  a 

copy  whereof  was  delivered  to  your  lordibips,  which  contains 
the  fubflance  of  what  they  confulted  with  their  council 
thereupon/ 

Thus  ended  the  tranfa£lions  between  the  two  companies^ 
which  (as  it  has  been  fugeefted)  were  carried  .on  by  the 
authors  and  promoters  of  mem,  with  a  delign  to  take  ad« 
vantage  of  the  firft  rumour  of  this  fuppofed  agreement,  and 
draw  in  unwaiy  peribns,  who,  defirous  to  retrieve  their  lofles, 
were  induced  to  buy  ftock  at  the  price  the  Bank  had  agreed 
to  take  it.  Thofe  Who  had  countenanced  and  run  into  every 
part  of  the  South-Sea  fcheme,  and  were  confequently  deeply 
involved,  were  juftly  fufpeded  of  having  contrived  and  taken 
advantage  of  the  contrad ;  by  which  means  gieat  numbers 
of  deluded  people  were  undone* 

Thus,  in  the  fpace  of  eight  months,  were  (een  the  ri/e^ 
^ogrefs,  and  fall,  of  that  mighty  fabric,  which,  beinf 
wound  up  by  myfterfous  fprings  to  a  wonderful  height,  bad 
fixed  the  eyes  and  expefiations  of  all  Europe,  but  whofe 
foundation,  being  fraud,  illufion,  credulity,  and  infatuation, 
ftll  to  the  groiind,  as  ibon  as  the  artful  management  of  the 
projefiors  was  difcovered.  The  ebb  of  this  fwoln  fiu^ating 
crecjit  returned  with  greater  violence  than  it  flowed,  and  car- 
ried every  thing  before  it  with  that  precipitation,  that  the  ap- 
plication of  the  minifiers  of  ftate,  and  the  directors  of  the 
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gpeat  compmies,  jointly  and  iepantdy  to  ftop  it,  were  in*  Oea  L 
tSkStvoL    Expreb  after  exprefi  was  fent  to  Hanover,  to    1720. 
give  the  king  information  of  die  ftate  of  affairs,  which  was  «■ 
fo  urgent,  that  the  king  fet  out  for  England  fooner  thaii' 
he  intended,   and  arrived  at  London   m   iidi  of  No*| 
▼ember* 

The  South-Sea  ibck,  which  was  200  at  die  king's  arrhol^' 
lell  again  upon  die  proro»tion  of  the  parliament,  from  the 
15th  of  November  to  the  8th  of  December,  to  135;  but,  on 
m  report  tto  the  miniftry  had  agreed  with  the  principal  di- 
lefibm  of  the  South-Sea,  the  Bank,  and  Eaft-liioia  companft' 
upon  a  projed  which  would  very  much  conduce  to  the  r;cfto*' 
ration  of  the  public  credit,  it  rofe  again  to  aio*  But  what*' 
ever  die  rainifters  ooncetted  for  that  end,  was  fruftrated  by 
ihe'managers  of  the  South«Sea  company,  who  puhliflied  ail' 
adverdiement  in  the  London  Gazette,  *  That  the  bonds  of 
the  South-Sea  company  would  be  taken  in  remivment  of  die 
monnron  all  loans  made  by  the  company.  Tnat  die  bonds 
woulo  be  likewiie  taken  in  all  future  payments  on  the  fub- 
Ibipdon  receipts :  And  that  all  perfons  who  were  willing  tor 
tnake  their  fubfcriodon  capital  ftock,  mieht  do  the  fame,  by 
making  die  remaining  payments  in  the  bonds  of  the  com* 
pany.  This  adverti&nent  was  generally  looked  upon  ay 
very  extraordinaiy,  finoe  it  was  unreasonable  to  expeft^ 
cither  the  borrowen  of  400 1*  on  100  L  capiul  ftock  abfo*' 
lutdy  transferred,  or  fubfcribers  at  400 1.  fliould  make  repay- 
ments and  remaining  payments,  at  a  time  when  South-Sea 
fiock  was  under  2001.  (b). .  • 

The  parliament  l)cing  met,  purfuant  to  dieir  laft  proit>>^The  ptii{to 


gation,  on  the  8th  pf  December,  the  king  went  to  the  boufe  ^^ 
of  peers,  and^  by  the  mouth  of  the  lord  chancellor,  made  the 
following  fpeecb  to  both  boufes ; 

<<  My  lords  and  gentlemen^ 
^  Ql.^pE  we  laft  parted,  the  6ce  of  our  affairs  abroad  The  kisg^f 
**  i3  is  become  more  favourable.    The  peace  in  the  South  ^P*«^ 
<<  only  wants  the  form  of  a  congreft  s  and  that  of  the  North  ' 
^  is  brought  much  nearer  to  a  condi^on.    I  ihall,  at  a  pro- 

(b)  The  fqttsdron  which  had  a  fifty*gun  fliip,  which  Anick 

been  feot  to  the  Baltic  under  the  on  the  Cditon  fand  near  Yar- 

command  of  Sir  John  Norris^  moudiy  and  was  loft;  but  moft 

tetomed  to  Englandy  and  ar-  of  her  crew  was  iavcd  by  boats 

lived  at  Oxford  on  the  zoch  of  frc»n  Colfion. 
November,  all  bnc  the  Monk, 

Aa4  ««  per 
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Geo,  I;  ^^'per  tii^ne*  Qr<]er  the  feveral'  treRties  I  hzvt  made  to  belaid 
jjaOf^   '^.befor/e  ypH;  by  which  yoa  will  perceive  the  fiiccefe  of  out 

\  '  '".''  '■  <^:  endeavours  to  eftabUih  a  peace  througbout  Europe,  and  to 

^f  ftcufe  and  fupport  the  PrQteftant  roiigion.    At  the  iame 

<f  time  I  (^i^-neyef  fufficientlv  .exprpfs  nfiy  concern  for  the 

<<  unhappy  turn  of  affairs,  wnich  has  fo  much  afFeded  tbq 

<^<;  j^lic  credit  at  home* 

•  ■*••*•  . « 

^'  Gentlemen  of  the  boufe  of  commons, 

';¥'  J  do.mo{l.e9rn0ftly  rpcon«n<n4  it  to  you,  tbAly^ucaan 
<^  &der .  of  the '  moft  effedtunl  niidt  fpp^dy  methods  m  fcAcm 
<^^  .th0i  oiational  (Credit,  and  foe.  il  upon  a  Ufting  foundaimi. 
^^j.You  ^li)  I  doubt  fiOt>  be  affiftqd  ii)  fo  qe«imefy!abk  and 
^«;  he^fliry  a  w<>rkv  by  every  man  that  loves  tub  country, 
^(  0tid  ^efpeciaiiy  -b/  (be  feveral  gitat  fodetics  of  this  kia^ 
^.dora.  lhp]^.y^u^A\f  on  this  6cca{on,  remeinber«  that 
^i  all  your  f^udenc^i  your  te^(>er  and^refoluiion,  <afe  necif* 
S^  fary  to  find  out  ^id  apply  tbe  pfop^r  remedied  to  otirmtf* 
«i.,fortunepj  which  will,  if  you  (i«reeed,  ferve  to  increaic 
¥«itbai;«repLitfi^n.you  h^ve  ib  jtrfUy  acquired;  particularly^ 
^  if  you  (hall  be  ablei  notwitbftanding  th^fe  <iifficulties,  to 
f5  difcharge  a  pSL^t  of  the  piil^c  xiebt.  I  have  ordered  the  fe* 
%;  vfral  eftimates  Co  be  kid  ^befooB  you  of  the  expcike  of  the 
^^  (Bufuing  year ;  and  muft  defirc  you  to  diijpaldi  the  ibpplkf 
*i/4ieccirar/ for  theai^'        ►  >        , 

^<  My  lords  and  gentlemeA» 

«<  I  am  glad  to  obferve  to  you,  •{hisit  oui^tra^  ^loes  Appear 
.  .  •:'  <*  to  have  been  niofe  extended  this  year  than  in  the  pre^ 
«f  ceding  one.  We  have  the  moft  fiburidiing  Myj  of  any 
IV  nation  yriiatfoever  to  protaft^t*  And  I  hope  you  win 
<«  turn  your  thoughts  to  the  beft  methods  for  tha  fccuring 
««  and  enlarging  of  our  commerce.  You  may  dc^nd  on 
<*  my  hearty  concurrence  to  dWTuch  p?r6viGons,  as  flpll  ap^ 
i      •      <«  pear  to  yoa  necelfiu^  for  the  good  <tf  riiy  peoples" 

•  • 

Aadrefiof  .  The  londs,  without  any  debate^  (inanimoirfly  agreed  to 
tbe  lards,  eongratulate  the  kifl^  in  an  addrtft,  for  the  noLtprofpcEt  of 
,  a  general  peace,  and  to  thank  him  for  his  endeavours  to  fe- 
^iire  and  maintain  the  Profcftant  religion.  To  this  were 
added  aflurances  of  then*  utmoft  affiftaUce  towards  attaining 
thofe  great  ends,  ond  6f  theif  zealous  concurrence  in  m 
tneafurfes  forreftormg  public  wdit^  and  cnJai:ging  tbe  com* 
mercc  of  thcfe  kingdoms,    /\  .  • 

'.     "  Th« 
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The  commons,  who  were  mone  concerned  tlian  the  peers  Qeo.  U 
in  the  fiatl  of  the  South-Sea  company^  and  in  the  luhTequen^     ijZQ. 
calamities,  were  not  fo  peaceable.     Mr.  Pulteney  4Bade  a  ■■.  _  0      j 
motion  for  an  addrefs,  *  to  thank  the  king  for  the  near  profr  Debates  oa 
pt&  of  peace,  and  for  bis  tender  concern  for  the  mififortune^  of^thclDoai. 
^f  his  people,  occafioned  by  the  unhappy  turn  of  affairs  $   and  moas. 
to  aiTure  him,  that  the  boufe  would  proceed  with  ail  pofiible 
CStre,  prudence,  and  temper,  to  inquire  into  the  caufes  of 
|hefe  misfortunes,  and  apply  the  proper  remedies  for  redo* 
HngarK}  fixing  public  credit  upon  folid  and  lailing  founda--     , 
{ions/     This  motion  being  feconded  by  Mr.  Pelham  and 
ibme  others,  Mr.  Shippen  propofcd,  after  the  words,  '  for 

*  refloring  public  credit/   to  add,  *  as  far  as  it  is  confiflent 

*  with  the  honour  of  parliaments,  the  intereft  of  the  nation* 

*  and  the  principles  of  juftice.*     Mr.  Shippen  gave  his  rea* 
fens  for  this  addition,  urging,    *  That,  in  order  efFe<Slualljr 
to  remedy  the  prefent.misfortunes,  it  was  abfolutely  neceflary 
io  maintain  the  honour  and  faith  of  parliamentary  er\gage« 
nients,    aud  to  (hew  the  higheft  refentment  againfl  thofe^ 
^o,  abufing  the  truft  repofed  in  them,  had  given  fo  fatal  a 
wound  to  public  credit,  and  inriched  themfeJvesby  the  pIuQT 
cler  of  the  nation*     That,  in  his  opinion,  the  managers  of 
the  South'S.ea  proje<5l   were  not  the  mofl  criminal,    Ance 
there  were  thofe  above  them,  whofe  duty  it  was  to  overlook 
itnd  direct  their  proceedings,  and  who  ought  to  have  given  % 
feafonable  check  to  that  extremity  of  folly,  by  which  the 
South-Sea  flock  and  the  fubfcriptions  were  advanced  to  an 
extravagant  rate :  Adding,  that,  had  tthofe^  at  the  helm  inteiy 
^ofed  in  the  affair  of  the  South-Sea,  as  they  did  in  the  caie 
bf  the  two  afTurances  and  other  proicfls,  they  would  have 
prevented  that  difiha]  calamity,  which  ha$.fince  befallen  th^ 
nation.*    The  lord  Molefworth,  who  fpoke  with  great  vebe* 
inence  on  the  iame  fide,  examined  the  king's  i^ecfaf  an4 
tnade  remarks  upon  it :    He  faid,   *  He  was  glad  thf^y  werQ 
told,  ^  That  the  peace  in  the  South  only  wanted  the  fomt 
*«  oif  ia  con^refs,**  which  gave  him  hopes,  that  the  difficult!^ 
l^arted  by  Spain,  in  relation  to  Gibraltar,  were  at  lafl  fur*^ 
mounted,  and  that  we  were  like  to  pneferve  that  important 
dbnqueft  of  fhe  preceding  war,  together  with  Poft-Mdhon* 
which  would  make  us  (bme  amends  for  the, great  expenoe  of 
hlood  and  treaAire  we  had  lately  been  at  to  conquer  Sicily 
fbr  the  houfe  of  Auflria.'    When  he  came  to  fpeak  of  tho 
^outh-Sea  calamity,  he  faid,  ^  That,  before  ihey  confidered 
bf  proper  remedies,  they  ought  to  inquire  into  the  caufe  and 
liature  of  the  diftempcr ;  That  it  is  with  the  bpdy  poUtic^ . » 

"       *  with. 
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Gea  !•  with  the  body  natural ;  and  therefore  they  ought  to  inuMe 
1720.  ikilful  furgeons,  who,  in  order  to  cure  a  wound,  begin  with 
I  probine  it ;  and,  when  they  find  it  necefiary,  make  In- 
cifions  oefore  they  apply  healing  plaifters ;  and  that  they, 
who  followed  a  contrary  method,  are  but  mere  empirics, 
who  by  ufing  palliatives  make  the  fore  fefter,  and  endanger 
the  life  of  the  patient.  He  owned  it  had  by  fome  been  fug- 
gefted,  that  there  was  no  law  to  puniCb  the  diredors  of  the 
Souch-Sea  company,  who  were  jufUy  looked  upon  as  the 
immediate  authors  of  the  prefent  misfortunes :  But  that,  in 
his  opinion,  they  ought,  on  this  occafion,  to  follow  fhe 
example  of  the  ancient  Romans,  who,  having  no  law  againft 
parricide,  becaufe  their  legiflators  fuppofed  no  fon  could, be 
fo  unnaturally  wicked,  as  to  imbrue  his  hands  in  his  father's 
blood,  made  one  to  punifh  fo  heinous  a  crime,  as  foon  as  it 
happened  to  be  committed ;  and  adjudged  the  guilty  wrench 
to  be  thrown  alive,  fewn  up  in  a  fack,  into  the  Tyber» 
That,  as  he  looked  upon  the  contrivers  and  executors  of  the 
villainous  South-Sea  fcheme  as  the  pirricides  of  their  countryt 
he  Ihould  be  fatisiied  to  fee  them  undergo  the  fame  punilh* 
ment/ 

Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll  fpoke  on  the  fame  fide ;  and  obferved, 
*  That  as  he  doubted  not,  but  among  the  South-Sea  direc- 
tors fome  might  be  innocent,  and  others  criminal,  fo  he 
was  of  opinion,  there  were  thofe,  who  were  not  direSors, 
no  lefs,  if  not  more  criminal,  than  the  dtre£lors  themfelveSf 
and  who  therefore  de/erved  an  equal,  if  not  a  feverer  pu* 
niihment:  Adding,  that  upon  extraordinary  emergencies^ 
where  the  laws  are  deficient,  the  legiflative  authority  niay, 
and  ought  to  exert  itfelf,  and  he  hoped  a  Britifb  parlian^pnt 
would  never  want  a  vindiiSHve  power  to  punifh  national 
crimes.*  Mr.  Grey  Nevill,  Mr.  Pitt,  and  fome  otI|,sis 
Jpoke  alfo  for  the  daufe  offered  by  Mr.  Shippen.  But  it  was 
reprefented  by  Mr.  fecretary  Craggs,  Mr.  Yorke  the  folll- 
citor-general,  and  Mr.  Walpole,  That  fuch  a  reftridioa 
did  but  ill  fuit  with  an  addreis  of  thanks,  which,  in  their 
opinion,  ought  to  run  in  the  ufual  form,  and  anfwer  in  ge* 
neral  terms  the  feveral  heads  of  the  fpeech  fi-om  the  throne* 
That,  as  to  the  m^in  drift  of  the  claufe,  they  thought  it  in* 
eonfiftent  with  the  rules  of  prudence  to  begin  this  fe^on 
with  irritating  inquiries:  That,  if  the  city  of  London  were 
on  fire,  they  did  not  doubt  but  sUl  wife  men  would  be  for 
extinguiihing  the  flames,  and  preventing  the  Spreading  of  the 
cortfla^tion,  before  they  inquired  into  the  incendiaries. 
That  in  like  manner  public  credit  having  received  a  moft 

dan« 
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dangerous  wound,  and  being  ftill  in  a  bleeding  condition,  Geo.  L 
they  ought  to  apply  a  fpecdy  remedy  to  it ;  and  that  after-    1720. 
wards  they  mreht  inquire  into  the  caufe  of  the  prefent  cala-  ■     ■■ 

mity,*  Mr.  walpole,  in  particular,  declared,  •  That,  for 
bis  own  part,  he  had  never  approved  the  South-Sea  fcheme, . 
and  was  fenfible  it  had  done  a  great  deal  of  oiiicbief.  But, 
fioce  it  could  not  be  undone,  he  thought  it  the  duty  of  all 
good  men  to  give  their  helping  hand  towards  retrieving  it : 
And  diat,  wim  this  view,  he  had  already  befiowed  Tome 
ftoughts  on  a  propofal  to  reftore  public  credit,  which,  in  a 
proper  time,  he  would  fubmit  to  the  wifdom  of  the  houfe.^ 
jThe  majority  acquiefced  in  thefe  laft  realbns;  (b  that,  the 
queftion  being  put  for  inferring  Mr.  Shippen's  daufe,  it 
pafled  in  the  negative  by  two  hundred  and  fixty-one  againft 
one  hundred  and  three.  However,  the  next  day  a  motion 
1>dng  made  by  Mr.  Milner  for  inferting  the  words,  <  And 

*  forpunifhing  the  authors  of  them    (our  prefent  misfor*' 

*  tunes)'  the  ume  wa^  tarried  without  dividing. 

fiy  thefe  firft  proceedings,  it  was  ea(y  to  fee  that  this  fcf" 
fion  would  not  be  lb  favourable  to  the  miniftry  as  the  former 
ones  had  been,  and  that  the  Whips  would  hardly  be  di- 
iHnguifhed  from  the  Tories  by  their  votes  :  Thefe  partialis 
ties  were  fufpended,  and,  as  it  were,  annihilated  by  various 
bther  paffions,  which  produced  numberleis  intrigues.  Many 
of  the  commons  were  fincerely  touched  with  the  public  cala- 
mities, or  moved  by  their  own  private  lofles :  Others,  dif- 
iatisfiol  with  the  miniftry  and  court,  were  pleafed  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  covering  their  revenge,  with  the  fpecious  pre* 
fence  of  juftice  and  the  public  good  :  Some  had  in  view,  by 
dieir  loud  and  bitter  complaints,  to  make  themfelves  confide- 
rkble  to  the  court,  or  draw  the  attention  of  the  oppofite  party : 
Others,  engaged  in  the  fecret  pradices  of  the  South-Sea 
company,  bad  a  mind,  by  an  siFeded  feverity,  to  prevent 
their  being  fu(pe£led :  A  few  there  were,  who  politicly 
concealed,  under  the  appearance  of  zeal  and  indignation, 
their  devotion  to  fome  of  the  principal  managers,  and  fought 
to  be  in  the  committees  of  enquiry  into  thofe  odious  affairs, 
Jji  order  to  fcreen  the  authors  thereof. 

However  different  thefe  views  might  be,  all  feemed  at  firft  PnmtSmp 
Id  agree.    On  the  jith  of  December,  the  commons  ordered,^ die  «>«^ 
diat  the  dire£tors  of  the  South-Sea  (hould  forthwith  lay  be-  s^^^ 
fore  them  an  account  of  all  their  proceedings ;  of  all  theaffur. 
orders  they  had  received  from  the  Treafury ;  of  what  money 
lUid  Exchequer  bills  they  had  received  fince  the  15th  of  De« 
ceihber  1719  s  9f  what  public  debts  had  been  fubfcribed 

or 
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Qeou  I.   ^  dirchdrged,  and  of  what  Cams  of  money  h^  b^efi  VonRWC^ 
1 7M-    ^^  account  of  the  company^  fince  the  fame  time.    Nor  dij 
the  commons  reft  here,    A  few  days  af^er.  Sir  Jofeph  JckyU 
moved  ,  That  a  fele£l  committee  mould  be  afipointod  tg  in« 
quire  into  all  the  proc^dings  relating  to  the  ej^ecutipQ  of  t^ 
South -Sea  a£l}  but^  upon  Mr.  WalpoIe'$  repre&nting,  th^t 
fuch  a  method  would  take  up  a  great  deal  of  time»  ^i,  th^ 
.  the  public  credit  being  in  a  bleeding  condition^   9  r.eincdy 
ought  to  be  applied  to  it,  the  ipotion  was  not  infiftefl  on. 
After  that,  Mr.  Walpolc  acquainted  the  hbufe,  *  Tfejit  (a^ 
h^  had  hinted  a  few  days  before)  he  had  /pent  fojn^e  tiqic 
upon  a  fcheme  for  refioring  public  credit ;  but  that,  thp  Qie^ 
cution  of  it  depending  upon  a  pofition,  which  had  been  laijl 
a|^  a  fundamental,  he' thought  it  proper,  before  be  opened 
the  fcheme,  to  be  informed,  whether  he  ,nught  rely  on  that 
jifiain  foundation,  ^  Wliether  the  fublcriptions  of  public  dcbt9 
and  incumbrances,  money-fuhfcriptions,  and  other <ontraS% 
made  with  the  South-Sea  company,  /hould  region  in  tb^ 
prefent  ftate  ?'    Tbis  queftion,   being'*hated,  Qccafioned  a 
warm  debate,  particularly  in  relation  to  the  validity  of  the 
fecond  .fubfcription  of  the  redeemable  aixd  irredeemable  public 
debts.     Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll,  and  fome  others,  urged  in»voi|r 
of  the  fubfcribers,  '  That  moft  of  them  having  been  dr^iwa 
in  to  fet  their  names  to  a  fort  of  letter  of  attorney,  whid^ 
was  never  read  to  them  ;  and  not  having  had  afterwards  the 
option  of  the  terms  cffered,  as'the  fornlerfubfcribersbad,  the 
fubfcription  was  furreptitious,    and  therefore  not  binding** 
But  they  were  anfwered  by  Mr.  Walpole,    Mr,  fecrctary. 
Craggs,  Mr.  attorney  and  Mr.  follicitor-general,  and  fbme 
others,  *  That  the  letter  of  attorney,  by  virtue  of  which  the 
contrail  of  the  fecond  fubfcription  was  rnade,  having  beea 
placed  at  the  top  of  every  page  of  the  book,  all  the  mbfcri- 
bers  might  have  read  it,  as  many  of  them  did  ;  and  {q  might 
have  chofen,  whether  they  would  fet  their  names  to  it,  or 

•     ii6t.     But  that,  h  feems,  fome  perfons  thought  the  fubfcrip- 
tibn  valid  while  they  got,  and  not  binding  when  they  were 
like  to  lofe  by  it.     However,  if  any  thing  was  defe<^ve  in  the. 
fubfcription,  they  thought  it  advifeable  to  leave  it  to  the  de- 
termination either  of  a  general  court  of  the  South-Sea,  or  of 
the  common  law/    Thefe  reafons  being  approved  by*  moft. 
of  the  landed  gentlemen,  after  a  debate  of  feveral  hours.  It 
was  at  laft  refolved  by  two  hundred  and  fifty-nine  againft  one. 

"    hundred  and  feventeen,  *  That  all  the  fubfcriptions  of  public, 
debts  and  incumbrances,  money-fubfcriptions,  and  other  con- 
tra^s  made  with  the  South-Sea  company,  by  virtHC  of  an. 

a^' 
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•B  itfiade  the  laft  iisflbon  of  psiliamnenc,  rontin  indieprefcnt  Geo.  IL 
ibie,  unieft  tlflered  for  the  eafe  and  rdief  of  the  proprietora^    inxu 
by  a  .gctierat  ciAiit  5f  the  South-Sea  omquitiy,  or  fet  afide  by  - 
ttea  courfe  of  Ji»9r/ 

*  Tliere  are  few  inftances  whidi  prote  To  ftrongly  as  tfais^ 
dMC  thei«  is  nocatife  fe  bad  as  to  want  an  advocate.in  aftm** 
blies,  where  a  man  may  freely  fpeak  his  opinion,  without  * 

any  odier  dan^r  1>at  .diat  of  being  ti^tSsei.  This  pretended 
Mttrk^i  Which  Was  deemed  valid^  had  not  been  read,  nor 
could  terve  been  read,  without  bcifigiitrtveHally  difapprovevU 
Wa&  it  probable,  that  fuch  multitudes  fhould  leave  their  moft 
taluabre  intierefts  to  the  difcretion  of  two  or  three  attornies  t 
They  were  not,  Indeed,  forbid  to  fubfcribe,  but  they  believed 
they  had  done  it  with  a  liberty  to  confent  to  or  reject  ^t 
cotid»Ciona  thatfltoukl  be  offered^  Was  notxhis  fufficient  to 
fcdars  the  fubfcr^>tion  void^  and  to  reftore  the  proprietorts 
to  their  farmer  flate  i  However,  the  commons  did  not  think 
foy  for  the  refolutidn  of  the  Con&ndCtce  was  confirmed  the 
Jlcxt  day  by  the  hottfe  (cj. 

Th6 

.   (c)  In  the  ne?ct  day^s  debate,  public  credit^   they  ought,  in 

Mr.  Walpok,  who  ipoke  for  the  firit place,  to  refolve  and  aA 

tfaerefoludon,  (ci  forth  theviaws  iert  public  faith,  equity,   and 

with  which  the.  Sooth-Sea  a&  jufiice,    which    the  Sooth-Sea 

was  iaade.  viz.  *  To  confult  managers  had  notorioufly  vio- 

die'  landed  ahd  trading  intcr^  lated,  with  refoeft  to  the  SrUk 

•f  the-aaticB,  by  leflening  its  andiecondfubicribers  of  annui* 

iotumbrances  and  public  debts,  ties  ahd  other  poblic  debts :  For 

^md  patting  them  in  a  method  the  former  had  not  the  llock, 

of  beiag  paid  off  in  afew  years  f  to  which  they  were  ihtitled,  de- 

whichcoold  not  have  been  done,  livered  to  them,  till  fix  months 

Hfile&  a  way  had  been  found  after  they  had  fob(cribed  their 

to,  njake  the  annaities  for  lone  eflefis,  and  when  the  dock  was 

terms  reddemable-f  which  had  fallen  above  half  its  price ;  and 

happily  etfeded   by  the  the  latter  had  not  the  option 


Sonth-Sea  fcheme,   without  a  either  to  acoept  or  rejed  (he 

bfeach  of  parliamensary  faith  :  terms  that  were  offered  them«' 

Aadj.if  thay  flioald  now  on*  Mr.    Walpole  having,   among 

savel  what  had  been  done,  they  other  things,  replied,  '  1  hat,  if 

floaftd  not  only  roin  the  South-  any  injuftice  was  done  to  the 

Sea  company,  but,   inftead  of  foofaibers,  they  were,  by  the 

alleviating,  aggravate  tlie  pre-^  refolutioa  in  qudbon,  left .  at 

fent  misfortones/   InaafWerto  liberty  to  feek  their  relief  by 

this.  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll  arged,  laWc'      Mr.  Lcchmere,  chan- 

•  That,  in  order  to  remedy'th^  cellor  of  the  duchy,    infilled, 

prefent  diftemper,  and  reftore  •That,  If  the  South- Sea  com- 


.  3«* 

Geo,  I. 
1720. 

llr.  Wal- 

fdiMiielgr 
nftwiag 
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The  day  after  this  lefolution  was  agreed  t<H  Mr.  W^ 
pole  laid  before  the  commons  his  fcheme  to  lefiore  piddic 
credit,  the  fi^ftance  of  which  was  to  ingraft  nine  n^UcNOS 
of  South-Sea  ftock  into  the  Bank  of  En^and,  and  'the  Ubs 
fum  into  the  Eaft-India  company,  upon  certain  condi- 
tions (d}*    Mr.  Hutchinlbn  and  odier  members  made  feme 


pany,  whom  the  parliament  had 
appointed  troftces  lor  the  pub- 
lic debts,  had  not  duljr  exe- 
cuted that  trufty  in  relation  to 
the  annuitants,  the  latter  could 
leek  for  relief  no  where  but  in 

Sarliament ;  and  that  it  was  a 
uty  incumbent  upon  the  legt- 
flature  to  relieve  them.*  Ser- 
jeant Peneellyy  Mr.  Hntchin- 
ibn,  and  lome  other  gendemen, 
fpoice  on  the  ikme  fide;  but 
were  anfwered  b^  Mr.  fecretary 
Craggs,  Sir  William  Thomp- 
Ibn,  andMr.Hnngerfbrd;  and, 
after  fome  other  fpeeches,  it  was 
moved  to  adjourn  die  debate ; 
but,  the  question  put  thereupon 
bcdng  carried  in  the  n^eadve  by 
two  hundred  and  tmrty*two 
voices  againft  eighty-eight,  the 
houfe  agreed,  without  (nviding, 
to  the  refolution  of  the  day  be- 
fore. 

(d)  The  fubftance  of  what 
was  opened  in  the  houfe  of 
commons  was  told  to  the  gene- 
ral court  of  the  South-Soi  di- 
redors  two  days  after,  by  Sir 
John  Fellows,  to  the  following 
tfk&: 

<  That  the  firft  money-fub- 
fcriptlon  be  continued,  allow- 
ing longer  time  for  the  future 

Jayments;  and  that  what  has 
een  paid  be  made  ftock  at  400L 
percent. 

<  That  the  money,  paid  upon 
die  2d,  3d,  and  4th  money- 
fubfcriptions,  be  alfo  made  ftock 
at  4001,  per  cent,  the  fubicri- 


•  ■  • 

hers  to  have  the  Ifidfiunaser 
dividend  at  lol.  per  cent,  aad 
their  future  payments  to  be  di£t 
charged. 

<  The  ftock  dien  nndlfoofecl 
of  \  will  be  1 1 ,600,000 1.  wnich* 
to  be  divided  among  the  pro* 
prietors,  will  be  aj;  L  per  cent* 
to  be  difipofed  of^byfobfbip* 
tioA  or  otnerwife,  as  a  gcociai 
court  fhall  order,  which  was  to 
thiseffba: 

^ '  That  a  fam  not  exceeding 
nine  millions  be  ingrafted  into 
the  Bank,  on  terms  to  be  agreed 
on  with  that  company. 

<  The  like  as  to  the  Eaft« 
India  company. 

<  That,  for  die  ftock  fb  to 


grafted,  tJiofe  companies 
^   rf  cl.  net 
cent,  per  annnm. 


to  have  an  annni^  of  51.  per 


<  llut  one  fourth  part  of  the 
ptefent  ftock  of  this  companp 
oe  wrote  into  the  Bank»  and 
one  pther  fourth  part  into  the 
Eaft-India  company,  the  nto^ 
prietors  to  be  allowed  ftocx  an 
each  of  thofe  companies,  at 
laoLpercent. 

<  iJiat  there  will  be  in  ail 
feven  millions  and  a  half  of 
Bank  flock,  and  the  fame  of 
India  ftock,  for  the  ptoprietors 
of  this  company. 

'  That  all  the  profits  of  dds 
company,  by  their  fubfcrip- 
dons  or  otherwtfb,  fhall  be  for 
the  fole  benefit  of  this  coos* 
pany.* 


except 
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txcqptioDS  to  the  fcheme  ;  but,  ^^^^  ofitring  a  better,  it  was  Geo.  L 
ordered^  <  That  propofals  fhould  be  received  from  the  Bank    1720. 
Qf  England,   the  South-Sea   coiiq>an7,  and  the  £aft-India  «-»«-—*— 
company,  towards  reftoring  public  credit/ 

Though  the  plainnefs  of  Mn  Walpole's  fcheme  recom- 
tnend^  it  above  all  others,  yet  it  met  with  fome  oppofition 
in  the  general  courts  of  the  three  great  companies,  who  met 
to  give  powers  to  their  diredors  to  bring  the  matter  to  per^- 
ft^ion :  But  at  laft  the  direAors  were  impowered  to  make  a 
propolal  to  the  houfe  of  commons. 

Accordingly  propofals  agreeable  to  the  new  fcheme  were. 
afterwards  prefemed  to  the  houfe  of  commons  by  the  (everal 
companies,  and  it  was  rcfolved  (Jan.  5  J  •  That  an  ingrdT- 
ment  of  nine  millions  of  the  capital  flock  of  the  South-Sea 
company  into  the  capitals  of  the  Bank  and  £aft*India  com* 
pany,  as  propofed  by  thefe  companies,  will  contribute  very 
much  to  the  reftoring  public  credit/  A  bill  upon  this  refo- 
ludon  was,  after  fome  debate,  ordered  to  be  brought  in^ 
vhicb  pafled  the  houfe,  and  Was  fent  up  to  the  lords,  and 
afterwards  received  the  royal  aflent* 

Purfuant  to  the  order  of  the  houie,  the  fub  and  deputy  go- 
vernors of  the  South-Sea  company  having  prefented  to  the 
commons  their  books  and  papers,  Mr.  Shippen  made  a  lone 
fpctch^  reprefenting,  *  That  befides  the  papers,  which  had 
^ready  been  laid  before  them,  it  was  neoeilary  to  have  others^ 
in  order  to  difcover  the  frauds  and  deceitful  management  of 
the  South-Sea  diredors  and  their  accomplices.    That,  in  his 
opinion,  the  moft  villainous  contrivance,  whereby  they  in- 
fiiared  unwary  people,  was  their  talking  in  money-fubfcrip- 
tions  at  loooper  cent,  and  their  declaring  a  dividend  at  30  I. 
per  cent,  at  Chriftmas,  and  of  not  leis  uian  50 1.  per  cent« 
per  ann.  for  twdve  years  after ;  which  had  impofed  upon  tho 
iinderftandtng  of  all  fucfa  as  depended  upon  the  wiidom  and 
integrity  of  the  direAors,  and  occalioned  the  ruin  of  many 
thousands  of  ftiihilies/    He  therefore  moved.  That  the  di- 
reAors  of  the  South-Sea  company  (hould  lay  before  the  houfo 
the  calculations  or  inducements,  on  which  they  took  in  the 
diird  and  fourth  money- fubfcriptions,  and  grgunded  the  refo- 
lutions  of  making  fuch  dividends.    This  motion,  not  being 
oppofed,  was  agreed  to ;  as  was  likewife  a  fecond  motion  for 
laying  before  the  houfe  a  lift  of  the  direSors  of  the  South*Sea 
company,  with  the  names  of  the  treafurer,  lecretary,  and 
accoununt^  and  alfo  the  original  books  of  the  minutes  of  the. 
comonttee  of  treafury  of  the  company,  fince  the  25th  of  De* 
cember  17x99  with  a  copy  of  the  by-laws*    After  which  the 

com^ 


/ 
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Gcp.  t  mons  adjourned  to  the  4th  ofjaiiuarjs  as  the  lord^  4ii  to  the 
J  7  j^o.   .9th  of  the  feme  month. 

■  By  thefe  proceedings  of  ihe  parliament  it  is  evident  the 

Thehoufe  commons  wcre  divided  in  their  opinioBS>  One  party  being  for 
3ividcd"^^'^  applying  a  remedy  to  the  calamity  occafioned  by  the  mifin^- 
theiropi-     nagement  of  the  South-Sea  fchetoe :  Arid  the  other  party,  for 
aions,         inquiring  into  the  caufes  of  the  preient  misfortunes,  and  for 
punifliing  the  authors  as  the  moft  eflFe^lual  and  only  means  to 
redrefs  them.     The  firft  party,  which  was  favoured  by  the 
court,  prevailed  for  a  time ;  but,    when  the  conunons  met 
after  the  holidays,  it  appeared  that  the  other  party  had  gainad 
confiderable  flrengtbs  and  that  the  artfol  introduction  of  other 
affairs,  inftead  of  diverting,  only  (erved  to  inflaoae  their  xe- 
il^ntment  againft  the  authors  of  the  late  proceedings. 
1720-21.      On  the  4th  of  January,  Mr.  Trevor,    fecretary  of  irar» 
Their  fur.    Seconded  by  the  lord  Carpenter,  moved  for  a  bill  to  jpo^vent 
thcr  pro-     mutiny  and  defertion  :   But  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll  exprefled  his 
•"•^S'*     flirprile,  «  that  a  bill  (hould  be  moved  for  fo  early, 'which 
feldom  ufed  to  be  brought  in  but  towards  the  end  of  a  feffion  : 
Thatfuch  a  hurry  feemed  to  be  intended  to  ftop  the  profecu- 
tion  of  the  authors  of  the  prefent  misfortunes.    That  ^bef 
very  well  knew,  <  their  days  were  numbered,'  and  that,  as 
iboa  as  they  had  dlfpatched  the  money  bills,  and  the  bill  now 
^oved  for,    they  (hould  immediately  be  difpatched  home- 
That  therefore  be  was  for  Aaying  tbofe  bills,  until  they  l^ad 
done  juftice  to  the  nation,  who  called  aloud  for  it.'    Mr* 
fecretary  Craggs  faid,  <  He  wondered  to  fee  any  oppofitioi^ 
made  to  a  bill  fo  aeceiTary  for  the  fafety  of  the  government^ 
efpecially  by  a  perfon  who  had  received  fignal  ^vours  from 
ihe  crown.'    Upon  this  the  lord  Molefworth  ftood  up,  and 
£ud,  -^  Mr«  Speaker,  is  it  come  to  this,,  that  every  man,  who 
has  a  place,  mull  do  all  the  drudgery  that  is  injoined  him  ? 
This  may  be  true  of  fome  underlings ;  but  I  do  not  believe  it: 
1  an)  fure  it  is  falfe  of  king  George  ;  he  commands  his  fer- 
vants  nothing,  but  what  fs  according  to  laws,  and  for  the 
good  of  bis  fdbje^.'    Then  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll  added,  *  That 
he  was  as  zealous  as  any  man  for  the  fervice  of  the  king  and 
his  government ;  but  he  was  of  opinion,  that  the  doing  ju« 
ftice  to  the  nation,  and  punifhing  them  who  had  brought  it 
into  the  prefent  calamitous  condition,  was  the  moft  eiFet^hial 

"^zv  ^^^^  ^^  '^'^^  ^^^  1^>^*  ^^  ^  ^^  (^^^  ^^^^  ^  diichaxge 
their  duty  to  their  injured  country  :    Concluding,  however, 

that  he  did  not  oppofe  the  bringing  in  of  the  bill ;'  which 

was  agreed  to.    After  this,  the  houff:  refolving  itfelf  into  a 

grand  committee.  Sir  Jofeph  reprefehtcd,  That,  before  they 

pro- 
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t^rbce6ied  any  brth^tf  they  ought  to  fecure  the  peHbns  and  Geo.  L 
eftates  of  thole  they  had  reafon  to  look  upon  a$  the  authors  of  lylo-ai^ 
the  public  misfortunes  1  and  therefore  he  moved  for  a  bill  to      •  '    '" 
icftrain  the  fub-governor,  deputy-govcrnorj  dircftors,  trea-, 
furer,  under-treafurer,  cafliier^  fecretary,  and  accountants  of 
the  South-Sea  company,  from  going  out  of  this  kingdom  for 
the  ^Mice  of  one  year^  and  till  the  end  of  the  next  feffion  of 
parliament;    and^  for  difcovering  their  eftates  and  efie£b^ 
and  preventing  the  tranfporting  or  alienating  the  fiime/  Thia 
motion  met  with  no  oppofition,  and  Sir  Joieph^  with  the  at- 
torney and  foUicitor-general,  and  fome  others,  wtfre  ordered 
to.  prepare  and  bring  iii  the  bill  (a),  which^  having  palfed  both 
houfes,  received  the  royal  affent  (b).  -  ^ 

As  foon  as  this  was  over*  the  houfe  debated  in  what  tiian-  A  feitA 

committti 

(a)  This  done,  Mi*.  Shippen    there  were  young  members  e-  for  the 


cxprcfled  his  great  fatisfafiion 
to  iee  a  Bntiih  houfe  of  com- 
inons  refome  their  ancient  vi- 
gour aod  fpirity  and  z€t  with  fo 
great  onanimity  for  the  public 
good.  He  owned  '  tlie  iiecef- 
iity  of  fecuring  the  perfona  and 
eftates  6f  the  South- Sea  direc- 
tors and  their  officers;  but  faid, 
tha^  in  his  opimon,  there 
were  fbme  men  in  great 
fiatioiis,  whom^  in  time,  he 
would  not  be  afraid  to  name, 
who  were  no  lefs  guilty  than 
the  diredors.^  Mr.  fecretary 
Craggs,  being  fomewhat  exaf- 
perated  at  this,  faid,  ^ «  That 
lie  was  ready  to  give  fatisfa^ion 
ta  any  man,  who  fhould  quefii6n 


nough,  who  would  not  be  afraid  South- Sea 
to  look  Mr.  fecretary  in  thc*^'' 
face  out  of  the  houfe.'  Upon 
this,  Mr.  fecretary,  feeing  the 
houfe  in  a  great  ferment,  g6t 
iip,  and  faid^  ^  That,  by  Giv- 
ing Satisfadion,  he  meant  clear- 
ing his  cohdudL'  Upon  which 
the  niatter  went  no  farther. 

(b)  By  this  bill,  the  dirt&ot$ 
were  each  to  enter  into  recogni-, 
zances,  in  the  penalty  of 
1 00,000 1.  with  two  fureties  in 
^e  penalty  each  of  3g,oool. 
If  they  negleded  to  do  fo  be« 
fore  the  eighth  of  f'ebruarvy 
they  were  to  be  imprifenea; 
iina,  in  cafe  they  Went  out  6f 
the  kihgdom,  were  to  be  ad- 


him,    either  in  that  houfe,  or    judged  guilty  of  felony.     Th^y 
out  of  it.*    This  exprefiion  gave    were  alio  obliged  to  deliver  in 


no  fmall offence;  and  thereupon 
the  lord  Molefworth  faid, « That 
he  had  had  the  honour  to  be  a 
member  of  that  boufe^upwards 
of  thirty  years,  and  I^Mf  be- 
fore now  knew  any  man  bold 
enough  to  challenge  the  whole 
houfe  of  cdmm6ns,  and  all  Eng- 
land befides:,     ThM,   foj-  his 
part,  though  pxR.  fixty ,  he  would 
anfwer  whatever  he  had  to  fay 
within  the  houfe,    and  hoped 

Vol.  XIX. 


upon  oath,  before  the  5  th  of 
March,  exa£^  particulars  of  al| 
the  effeds  they  were  poifeifed  of 
by  themfelves,  or  in  trufli  on 
the  lit  of  June  1720,  or  any 
time  after!  with  an  aeconnt*  of 
what  they  had  difpofed  of  fince 
that  time.  They  were  tikewife 
difabled  from  cofiveying  any 
lands  or  efieds,  for  a  year  alter 
the  5th  of  January  ijzo-sK 


B  b 


ncf 
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Geo.  1.  ner  they  fliouM  proceed  in  the  intended  inquiiy,  whether  tit 
ty7.o*it'  ^  grand  or  fele<^  committee.  After  fcveral  fpeecbeson  hoth 
.1 —  '*  fides,  it  was  refolved  that  a  committde  fliould  be  dppoiatei 
to  inquire  into  all  the  proceedings  relating  to  «he  cxecutioii 
of  the  South -Sea  z6i  ;  and  that  the  nuEnbers  fliOtfM  be  dor- 
teen,  and  chofen  by  ballot.  Purfuant  to.  this  refolutiOD, 
Thomas  Broderick,  Archibald  Hutchinfon,  Sir  Jofeph  Je- 
kyll,  Edward  Wortley,  Sir  Thomas  Pengdljr,  William 
c5layton,  Edward  Jeffreys,  lord  Molefworth,  Thomas 
Strarigways,  William  Sloper,  Nicholas*  Lechmere,  Genersd 
Rofle,  and  Dixie  Windfor,  were  chofen,  to  whom  the  feve- 
u\  books  and  papers,  which  had  been  laid  before  the  boufe 
by  the  South- Sea  company,  were  referred;  and  they  were 
afterwards  voted  a  Committee  of  Secrecy. 

In  the  debate  the  lord  Hinchinbroke  reprefented,  that  it 
was  to  be  feared  that,  before  the  bill  againft  the  diredoisi 
&c.  was  gone  through  both  houfes,  the  moft  oriminal  might 
withdraw  out  of  the  kingdom,  and  therefore  he  moved,  that 
they  might  be  immediately  taken  into  cuftody.  But,  Mr. 
Lechmere,  and  others,  having  (hewed  the  inconveniencies  of 
fuch  a  proceeding,  the  motion  was  dropped. 

In  vain  did  the  direftors  prefent  a  petition  to  be  heard  by 
their  council  againft  the  bill,  which  was  now  brought  iii) 
and,  having  pdled  the  commons,  was  fent  up  to  the  lords* 

Proceedings  ^7  ^^'^  ^^^^  ^^^  '^^"'^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  entered  upon  the  Sfwrb- 
•r'  the  lords  Sca  affair.  Some  of  the  lords  in  the  miniftry  were  the  fiift 
OA  the  ^ho  complained  of  the  mifmanagement  of  the  South*Sea  dn 
^th-Sea  j^^fy^^^  which  had  occafioned  the  preient  diftreft ;  and  earl 
Stanhope  faid,  *  That  the  eftates  of  the  criminals,  whether 
diredors  or  not  dire6tors,  ought  to  be  confifcated,  to  make 
good  the  public  lofles/  The  lord  Carteret  fpoke  to  the  fame 
effedl,  as  did  likcwife  the  earl  of  Sunderland,  who  owned, 
indeed,  that  he  had  been  for  the  South-Sea  fcheme,  becaufe 
he  thought  it  calculated  for  the  advantage  of  the  nation,  in 
order  to  leflen  the  public  debt,  and,  in. particular,  to  takeoff 
the^  heavy  incumbrance  of  lone  annuities ;  and  no  man 
would  imagine,  that  fo  good  a  defign  could  have  been  fo 
perverted  in  the  execution,  as  to  produce  quite  contrary  ef- 
feds :  But  that,  in  his  opinion,  no  ad  of  parliament  had 
ever  been  fo  much  abufed  as  the  South-Sea  zSt ;  and  there- 
fore he  would  go  as  far  as  any  b6dy  to  punifli  the  offenders. 
Several  lords  were  furprifed  to  find  themfelves  prevented  by 
thofe  whom  they  were  ready  to  oppofe,  upon  a  fuppofition, 
that  they  entertained  more  favourable  thoughts  towslrds  the 
diredors,  againft  whom  the  others  had  left  them  but  little  to 
%.    However,  the  duke  of  Wharton  obferved,  *  That  they 

ought 
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OUgtit  to  have  no  reipeS  of  perfons  :  That,  for  his  part,  he  Geo.  L 
Vould  give  up  the  beft  frJertd  he  had:  That  tl\e  nation  had  1720- it* 
l>een  plundered  iti  a  fnoft  flagrant  and  notoribVis  manner  -,  ■  t^» 
and  therefore  they  ought  to  find  out  th^  offenders^  and  then 
piihi/h  them  with  the  utmoft  feverity/  The  lord  North  and 
GreY>  the  earl  of  Abingdon,  and  fome  others,  urged  alio 
the  III  cffeds  of  the  South-Sea  pr^)jefl,  which  the  bifhop  of 
Ro<^hefter  compared  to  a  peftileiice.  Karl  Cowper  fpoke. 
Ifkewife  on  the  fame  fide,  and  in  panicular  '  blamed  thofei 
who,  by  the  aft  of  parliament,  were  appointed  to  overlook 
and  check  the  South-Sea  directors,  and  who,  in  difcharge  of 
their  truft,  ought  to  have  prevented  their  jumping  from  ,a 
fubfcription  at  4OO  to  lOOO,  which  was  the  main  caufe  of 
the  misfortunes  that  cnfued/  The  earl  of  Sunderland^  find- 
ing himfelf  and  the  other  lords  of  the  treafury  thus  attacke^i 
faid,  *  That  by  the  South-Sea  a£i  they  were  direSed  to  ap- 
point fuch  peribns  as  they  fliould  think  fit  to  be  managei-s 
and  diredors,  on  the  part  of  the  treafury,  for  the  due  execu- 
tion 6f  the  aft :  That,  as  they  had  reafon  to  look  upon  thofe 
perlbns,  who  had  the  principal  fhare  in  framing  this  fchemcj  a$ 
the  moft  able  and  proper  to  execute  it j  they  had  accordingly  ap-^ 
pointed  fome  of  the  South-Sea  direftors  to  be  managers  and 
direcftors  for  the  treafqry :  Concluding,  that  in  this  they  had 
followed  former  precfedents.*  Upon  this  a  queftion  was  pro- 
pofed  and  ftated,  that  the  commifEon  iflued  out  by  the  lords 
commiffioncrs  of  the  treafury,  to  thtee  of  the  direflors  of  thd 
South-Sea  company,  was,  according  to  former  precedents 
and  legal.  This  occafioned  a  great  debate  ;  but,  after  th^ 
reading  of  fome  papers,  the  lord  Harcourt's  opinion  for  the 
affirmative  prevailed,  by  a  majority  of  fixty- three  againft 
tw^enty-eight,  moft  of  whom  enterea  their  proteft  againft  that 
fefolutibn.  Then  fofine  lords  moved  for  appointing  a  fecret 
committee,  to  inquire  irito  all  the  proceedings  relating  to  the! 
execution  of  the  South-Sea  aft ;  but  this  was  oppofed  by 
others,  who  faid,  they  ought,  iri  the  moft  folemn  manner^ 
to  examine  the  perfons  concerned.  Which  being  agreed  toj  the 
fub  and  deputy-governors,  direftors^  and  officers  of  the  South- 
Sea  company  were  ordered  to  attend  on  the  I2ih  of  January. 

On  that  dayj  the  fub  and  deputy- governors,  about  twenty- 
four  of  the  direftors^  Mr.  Knight^  treafurer,  Mr.  Surman  his 
deputy^  and  fome  other  inferior  ofEcers;  attended  the  houfe^ 
and  at  the  bar  were-fworn  to  make  trhe  anfwers  to  fuch  quef- 
tions  as  ihould  be  put  to  them.  After  this,  the  governors 
and  treafurer  were  examined  feparately,.  and  then  the  direc- 
tors.       The  examinations  being  ended,    it   was  refolved^ 

B  h  2  •  That 
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Geo.  I.  '  That  the  fub*^vemor  and  direders  of  the  South-Sea  com^ 
1720-21.  pany  had  prevaricated  with  them,  in  giving  falfe  reprefenta^ 
,  tions  of  feveral  matters  of  fad :   That,  by  leading  money  oa 

ftock  and  fubfcriptions,  they  were  guilty  of  a  notorious 
breach  of  truft ;  and  that  they  ought  to  make  good  the  lofles 
which  the  company  had  fuftained  by  their  fraudulent  manage- 
ment.' Some  lords  were  unwilling  to  involve  all  the  dircOTis 
in  this  cenfure,  and  would  diftinguiih  the  innocent  from  the 
guilty  \  but  they  were  told,  that  the  whole  court  of  diredocs 
were  guilty,  either  in  ading  or  aflenting ;  upon  which  they 
acquie(ced  in  declaring  them  all  criminal.  The  dirnSors  be- 
ing called  in  again,  the  lord  chancellor  gave  them  a  fevere 
reprimand  for  giving  the  houfe  fuch  lame  accounts,  and  for 
having  ordered  their  clerks  to  omit  feveral  material  things  in 
the  copies  that  had  been  laid  before  the  houfe;  commanding 
them,  at  the  fame  time,  to  produce  eithec-the  originals  them- 
ielves  of  feveral  accounts  of  their  treafury,  or  authentic  co- 
pies of  them* 

Soon  after  this,  a  bill  pafled  the  houfe  of  lords,  to  di(able 
the  prefent  fub-governor,  deputy-governor,  and  dtrefiors  of 
the  South-Sea  company,  to  enjoy  any  office  in  that  company, 
or  in  the  Eaft -India  company,  or  Bank  of  England,  and 
from  voting  upon  elediions  in  the  company.  Then  the  lords 
examined  feveral  brokers,  as  Stroude,  Tefbrd,  Lacour  a 
Jew,  and  his  ion.  By  the  three  laft  great  difcoveries  were 
faid  to  be  made.  This  done,  the  houfe  adjourned  to  the  a4th 
of  January. 

In  the  mean  time,  Mr.  Knight,  treafurer  of  the  South-Sea 
company,  who  was  intruded  with  the  principal  fecrets  of  the 
South-Sea  affair,  either  of  his  own  accord,  or  (as  it  was  fuf- 
ped^ed)  at  the  fuggeftion  of  others,  thought  fit  to  retire  out 
of  the  kingdom  (c).     He  abfcnted  himfelf  the  22d  of  Ja- 


(c)  When  Mr.  Knight  atten- 
dea  at  the  houfe  of  lords,  a 
peer  fpoke  to  the  earl  of  Sunder- 
land, that  a  motion  might  be 
made  to  fecure  him  imme- 
diately ;  for  it  was  firongly  fur- 
mifed  that  he  would  feon  make 
off.  The  earl  agreed  in  that 
furmife,  but  feid,  earl  Cowper 
ihould  be  confulted  before  any 
fuch  motion  was  made,  for» 
without  his  joining  in  with  it, 
there  was  no  likelihood  of  its 
pafHng ;  and  then  Knight  would 


be  alarmed  to  no  nnrpofe.  The 
other  lord  applied  to  earl  Cow- 
per, who  feemed  very  averfe  tp 
the  takinsf  any  fuch  fiep,  tiU» 
upon  Mr  .Knight*s  further  exami- 
nation, the  houfe  (hould  come  to 
a  refolution,  particularly  in  rela- 
tion  to  him :  Upon  which  the 
motion  dropped ;  anditwasfuf- 
peded,  that  the  earl  of  Sander- 
land,  knowing  earl  Cowper's  fea- 
timents,  referred  that  other  peer 
to  him,  on  purpofe  to  prevent  the 
motion's  being  then  made. 

nuary 
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nuary  from  his  houfe,  and  imbarked  the  next  morning  in  the  Geo.  i. 
river,  on  board  a  veflel,  which  carried  him,  the  fame  daj,  to  i720-2i« 
Calais.    A  letter,  direded  to  the  South-Sea  diredors,  was  ■ 
brought  that  morning,  by  a  porter,  to  Mr.  Surman  (d), 

who 


(d)  The  letter  was  as  ibllows : 

<  Gentlemen, 

I  write  this  from  a  true 
fenfe  of  the  obligation  lam  un- 
der to  make  op  my  accounts 
with  the  Qompany,  and  to  pav 
them  their  fall  diemand:  And, 
dioagh  felf-prefenration  has 
obliged  me  to  withdraw  my- 
lelf  m>m  the  refentment  againft 
the  diredors  and  myfelf,  yet  I 
am  not  confeious  to  myfelf  of 
having  done  any  one  thing  that 
I  can  reproach  myfelf  for,  fo  hr 
as  irelates  to  an  honeft  fmcere 
intention  and  zeal  for  the  com- 
pany ;  but  I  can  and  do  charge 
myfelf  with  a  great  many  indif> 
ctetions,  and  am  (befides  the 
concern  I  muft  be  under  for  lea- 
ving my.  own  family,  friends, 
&c.}  very  ienfibly  muched  with 
what  yon  are  like  to  fufier  on 
this  account ;  and  it  will  be  the 
more,  I  am  afraid,  from  your 
want  of  unanimity,  which  I 
heartily  recommend  to  you  for 
the  future,  and,  I  am  fure,  wiih 
you  all  well  as  you  wiih  your- 
felves. 

I  write  this  at  a  diflance  from 
home,  and  under  a  ereat  deal  of 
concern,  fo  cannot  be  fo  parti- 
cular as  otherwife  I  would  have 
been.  I  have  herewith  fent 
Mr.  Surman  the  key  of  my 
deiks,  who  knows  fo  much  the 
ftate  of  the  cafh,  as  to  be  able  to 
make  it  up.  There  are  a  good 
many  bills  of  exchange,  and 
other  payments  to  write  offy  and 
the  weekly  receipts  to  write  on. 


There  is  cafli  in  the  Bank,  in 
the  company's  book,  which, 
together  with  the  notes  taken 
on  the  third  and  fourth  fabfcrip- 
tions,  and  the  company's  bonui^' 
will  make  up  the  balance,  as  I. 
do  believe:  But,  if  it  fall  (hort, 
I  have  50Gk> '  equivalent  flock, 
1600  Bank  ftock,  2000  India: 
and  Sou(h*Sea  ftock,  over  and 
above  what  1  owe  the  company 
on  the  loan,  fa  will  be  fuffi* 
cient  to  make  it  up  with  money 
owing  on  fecurities  on  my  par* 
ticular  account.  The  company 
need  not  deliver  or  be  anfwei'a- 
ble  for  the  fubfcription-receipts 
or  ftock  on  the  third  and  fourth 
fubforiptions,  unlefi  thefe  notes 
are  paid;  fo  the  lofs  can  only, 
be  the  di^rence  between  the 
fubfcriptions  and  money  in  va- 
lue ;  and  I  think,  it  would  be 
hard  for  me  to  bear  the  lofs,  be- 
caufe  the  clerks  took  by  far  the 
greateft  part  of  them,  as  think- 
mg  the m  better  than  none ;  and 
mod  of  them  would  have  been, 
nonpayments,  if  they  had  been 
refuted  :  However,  I  fabmit 
this  to  the  company.  I  have 
taken  with  me  but  little  more 
than  a  fufHciency  to  maintain 
myfelf,  and  the  elFedls  left  will 
more  than  anfwer  for  all  defi- 
ciencies. I  have  boueht  no  land 
in  truft  for  me*  nor  have  J  ever 
conveyed  or  fettled  any  part  of 
that  1  had  formerly,  or  have' 
bought  lately  ;  it  remains  to  an- 
fwer any  demands  on  me  from 
the  company  or  the  leg! (lac u re. 
I  have  withdrawn  myfelf  only 
Bb  3  to 
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Geo.  I,  wbo  dcliv.crcd  it  lo  th^  committee  of  fccrccy,  then  fitting  at 
1720-21.^^^  South-Sea  /hoii'fe;  They  iqnmediately  repaired  to  th« 
J^  hoafe  of  commons,  and  acquainted  them  with  ^hat  had 

happened.     Two  ai^drefies  were  voted  ahd  prefented  for  9, 

Sroclamation'  to  appfchond  Mr.  Knight,  and  for  another  to 
Of/  the  ports  to  prevent  him,  or  any  of  the  directors,  from 
efcaping  out  of  the  kingdom.  Then  general  Rofs,  and 
other  members  of  the  fecret  committee,  informed  the  houie, 
•  That  they  had  already  difcovered  a  train  of  the  deepeft  vil- 
lainy and  fraud  that  bell  ever  ^ontrivecL  to  ruin  a  jiatiqn, 
which,  in  due  time,  they  would  lay  p^we  the  houfe }  and 
^Ui  in  the  mean  while^  inqrd^r  tQ^  further  difcpyery,  they 
thpnabt  it  highryi  nec^fl^j  tp  fecufe  |he  ^rfohs  of  fome  o£ 
the  alr<;^tor5  irvdt. principal  SoujJhr&ea  ,officer$,  and  to  fcizc 
their  papers/.  Upoh  .^hich*  the  books  and  papers,  of  Mr« 
^night,  Mr,  SurniM,  Mr.  Turner,  Sir  George  OAval, 
^d  Mt*T  Grig(by,'  #^  ordered  to  be  fecured,  and  Si^man 
jmd  Grigfty  to.  *e  taken  frtto  cuftoidyj  as  were  alio  Sir 
John  BJunt,  Sir  John  Lambert,  two  kA  the  direflots,  and* 
p\r  John  Fellows,  fub-goverrior  of  the  South-Sea  comp:»nj. 
Then  Mr.  Sawbridge  aqd  Sir  Theodore  Janflen  being  ccme 
into  the  houfe,  a  mptipn  wa&  made  aad  c^ried,  *  That  they. 
were  ^tulty  of  a  nqtorious  broach  of  trujQt,  as  direfiors  of  thf^ 
SpMtb-Sea  company^  and  had  occaiioned  very  great  lofs  tq^ 
numbers  of  his  majefly's  fu'bjcdls,  and  highly  prejudiced  the 
public  credit :'  They  were  both  cxpellerf  the  houfe,  and  takea 
into  cuftody,  with  Sir  Robert  Chaplin  and  Francis  £yks, 
fwo-  other  dircftors,  aT>d  nfiembers  of  parliament. 

The  fame  evening  a  council  was  held,  in  which  Mr, 
Al/labfe  refigiied  his  places  of  chancellor  of  the  Exctequer 
^n^  lord  of  the  Tr^afurj'.     (Orders  wcfe  alfo  gjivea  for  re- 

^  • 

to  avoid  the  weight  of  an  in-^  fage  (haij-1  had  from  the  court 
quiry,  which  I  found  too  heavy'  the  laft  week:   But  this  \  fay 
forme;  and  I  am  fenfible  that  without  any  refentpent,  other- 
it  would  have  been  impcflible  wifeihan  thatit  has  becn.ana4-" 
for  me  to  have  avoided  the  ap-.  ditlon  to  the  weight  1  had  before 
pearance  and  charge  of  preva-  upon  me. 
fication  and  perjury,  not  from        I  am  preflfed  for  tiojc;  focan 
piyown  intention  to  do  {6,  but  only  a/Turc  yov|  that  lain,  with 
fron^  the  largpncfs  and  extent  of  all  rcfpe^,  in  inclination  though 
^e  inquiry,  and  the  nature  and  not. in  power,  gentlemen,  your 
jargenefs  of  the  tranfadlions.    I  inofl  obedient,  Tiumblc  fervant^ 
am  fare  I  am  a  c^rcat  deal  con-  '        n^u    -.  v  •  l* 
ferned  tq  add  to  your  prefeiit  ^""^^  ^°^«**^ 


^ifpcultics ;  though  I  muft  fay,    Sunday  Evening, 
tjiat  I  have  dpferved  better  y.     Jan.  22,  1720. 


Hiovinj 
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moving  aU  Soath-Sea  diredon  from  any  place  thtj  had  in  Gcq.  L 
thegQvoraincm  (e).  1 720*21. 

The  lords,  on  the  24th  of  January,  examined  Mr.  Joye,  ■     ■ 

deputf-goveniDr  of  the  South  Sea  company,  who  made  a  * 
very  naal:  coinficffion  of  feveral  important  matters,  and  com-  . 
iBunicated  Mr.  Knight's  letter,  which  was  read.     After  thi$» 
upon  earl  Scaohope^  motion,   five  diroSlors,   Sir  William  . 
Oiapmao,  Mr;  Holdttch,  Mr.  Hawes,   Mr.  Gibbon^  and 
Mr.  Chefter,  were  ordered  to  be  uken  into  cuftody,  with . 
their  papers,  and  thofe  of  Mr..  Clark,  the  company's  folli- 
dtor.     Of  which  notice  was  fent  to  the  commons  with  a 
raeflage,  diat  th^fe  peribns  and  their  papers  (hould  be  pro*- 
duced  in  fuch  a  manner  as  they  fhould  dired.    This  mefiage 
contributed  very  much  to  the  preferving  a  good  underftanding 
between  the  two  houfes. 

<  Two  davs  after,  the  dire£lors,  Mr.  Aftell  and  Sir  Hard- 
court Matters,   were  examined  by  the  lords,  and,  among 
other  difooreries,  named  feveral  peribns  both  in  the  adnruni-. 
fbation  and  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  to  whom  large  fums 
in  South^Sea  ftock  bad  been  gsvtn,  for  procuring  the  paffing- 
the  South-Sea  a6t.     After  this,  .  upon  the  motion  of  earL 
Stanhope,  fasnded  by  the  lord  Townfliend  and  earl  Cowper,. 
it  was  unaniinoiifly  refolvdd,   <  That  the  taking  in  of  ftock, 
the  transferring  of  ftock  belonging  to  the  South-Sea  com-     ^ 
pany,  or  giving  credit  for  the  fame,  without  a  valuable  c6n^ 
iideration  a^ualiy  paid,  or  fufficiently  fecured ;   or  the  pur- 
chafing  ilock  by  any  dire6br  or  agent  of  the  Siouth-Sea  com^. 
pany,  for  the  ufe  or  benefit  of  any  pcrfon  in  the  adminiftra- 
tion,  or  any  member  of  either  houfo  of  parliament,  during 
.  fuch  time  as  the  late  bill  relating  to  the  South-Sea  company 
was  depending  laft  year  in  parlianrtent,  was  a  notorious  and 
nioft  dangerous  corruption.'    'This  refolution  was  foon  fol- 
lowed by  another,  after  the  examination  of  Mr.  Waller  (fon- 
in-law  to  Mr.  Aiflabie)  gnd  Mr»  Aftell,  relating  to  a  great 
^quantity  of  S^uth^Sea  ftpcky  transferred  to,^aGKi  negotiated 
by  Mj*.  Waller,  who  pretended  not  to  have  kept  minutesi 
of  what  he  had  done  in  Exchange- Alley,     l^his  being  looked 
upon  as  prevarication,  it  was  refolved,    <  That  the  dire£^ors< 
of  the  Soutl^-Sea  company  having  ordered  great  quantities  of 

r 

(e)     Accordingly,     Francis  fice ;    Mr.  Holdltch,   trcaAjrcr 

Hawc3,  rcteiver-gcneral  of  the  of  tbeftamp-oflice;  Mr.  Arthur 

cuftoms^  SirHarcouft  Mafters/  Ingram,  trcafurerof  thcduty  c« 

receiver-general  of  the  city  of  fait,    were  all   removed    from 

London ;  Mr.  Reynolds,  com-  riicir  employments, 
miifioner  of  the  via:aalling-of- 

B  b  4  ,  their 


•  39*  T  H  E    H  I  ST  OR  Y 

Geo.  I.  their  dock  to  be  boqgbt  for  the  fienrice  of  the  company,  whc  ft 
y  7^0-21.  ftock  w^s  at  a  very  high  price,  and  on  pretence  of  keeping 
9s  ..y  fxp  the  price  of  the  ftock  $  and,  at  the  fame  time,  fereral  of 
(be  direjflors,  aiid  other  offioen  belonging  to  the  company, 
Slaving,  in  a  clandeftine  manner,  fold  their  own  Aocks  to  the 
pompany;  fuch  diredors  and  officers  are  guilty  of  a  noto- 
rious fraud  and  breach  of  truft  ;  and  their  fo  «>ing  was  one 
great  caufe  of  the  unhappy  turn  of  aiFairs,  that  has  fo  much 
^ffe£ted  public  credit  (  f). 

On  the  4th  of  February,  the  lords  defigned  to  have  exa- 
mined Sir  John  Blunt,  the  chief  pro|e£tor  of  the  South-Se;i 
feheme,  and  it  was  expe£bd  he  would  make  great  diico-* 
yeries  :  But,  inilead  of  that,  he  would  not  fo  much  as  be 
f)Vorn  to  anfwer  to  fuch  interrogatories  as  fhould  be  put  to 
him,  alledging^  that  he  had  already,  been  examined  before 
the  fecret  committee  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  to  fuch 
extent  of  affairs,  that,  unlefs  he  had  a  copy  of  his  examina-» 
tion,  he  could  not  remember  every  particular  ;  and,  as  no 
man  is  obliged  to  aocufe  hiihielf,  he  would  not  run  the  ha- 
a^d  of  prevaricaring.  Thp  lords  were  furprifed  at  this  pn>^ 
ceeding ;  but,  upon  a  furmife,  that  Sir  Joha^Blunt  might 
de%n  to  break  the  harmony,  which  had  hithctco  been  pre- 
ferved  in  this  af&ir  between  the  two  houfes,  they  thought 
fit  not  to  fhew  immediately  their  indignation  againit  his  ob- 
ftinacy.  In  the  debate  now  they  fiiould  proceed  in  this  un- 
precedented cafe,  fome  refle£tions  were  made  agatnft  the  mi-« 
jiiftry  by  4  noble  duke,  who  obferved,  that  the  government 

(  f )  Three  days  after,  Mr.        3.  That  promotiag  the  third 

H^wes,  a  diredor, havipg been  fubjfcription  at   )o«o  percent, 

exafuip^d  with  fome  brokers^  was  to  anfwer  a  particular  end« 

the  lords  came  to  \hp  fpUovv'ipg  and  to  cheat  c)ie  ptiblic. 
refblqtions  :  4.  That  the  aeclarine  30  I. 

I.  That   the  difeflors.    Sec.  percent  divided  fpr  die  half 

baying  the  Midfummer  dividend  year  ending  at  Chriftmas,  and 

^bottt  the   fourth   of  January  col.  percent. per  anntiiii  fbrno« 

1 7 19-20,  aqd  paying  ^  s.  down  lefs  than  twelve  years  after»  was 

and  2  1.  after  the  receipt  of  the  a  villainous  artifice  todelndeami 

flividpnd.  was  a  fraud  to   the  defraud  his  mij^y^s  gocti  fob- 

})erfons  with  whpm  they  coq-  jed^s. 
cradled.  ^.   That  the    declaring  tlie 

a.  That  the   |[iving  a  pre*  Midfammer  dividend  to  b^  paid 

mium,  for  th^  jwifal  of  ftock^  in  dock,  when  they  had  mone^ 

^t  higher  prices  than  they  knew  by  thepi  tp  anfwer  the  lame, 

thp  yalae  was,  was  "a  fraudulent  v^s  a  notorious  fraud,  and  wa( 

artiiice'  to  raife  '  the  price  of  one  occafion  of  the  misfortone^ 

!toc{c,  *  |l)at  enftt94. 


m^m 
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M  the  bcft'  of  {MTioces  was  foroetimes  made  intokraUe  io:thdr  Geo.  I.* 
fiihjQ^  by  ill  minifters ;  and  alledgfcd  the  example,  of  SfjatHis^  1720-27 
who  iuid  made  a  diy ifion  in  the  impfcrial  &mily9 ;  and  rendered  -'■^"^^'■' 
the  reign  of  the  emperor  Claudius  odious  to  the  Romaot •* 
Tbi».refle«9ion  wa^  highly  rrfented  by  earl  Stanbppei  who 
^indertook  to  vindicate  the  miniftry.  He  fpokc  with  foch^^^ 
vehemence^  that, .  iinding  hiasfelf  taken  fuddenly  with  a  vio-i  hope, 
l^t  head-acb>  he  went  home,  and.  was  cupped,  which  ealbl 
him  a  little.  Thenext  morni^  he*  was  let  blood,  and 
cootimied  pristty  well  till  about  &  o'clock  in  the  jtreningi 
when  he  fell  into  a  drowzinefs,  and  then  into  a  fufibcation, 
in  which  he  inftantly  expired.  The  king  was  fo  fenfibly 
touched  with  the  news  of  his  death,  that  he  retired  for  (eve-* 
*  ral  hours  into  his  clofet,;  to  lament  the  I0&  of  a  faithful  and 
able  minifter,  whofe  fervice  he  lo  much  wanted  at  that  time. 
The  lord  Townfhend  was  appoimed  fecietary  of  flate  hi  his 

XOOBl. 

Two  day*  aftei , ,  Mr*  fecretary  :Craggs  was  taken  ill  of  the  J^^*^* 
fmalUpox,  of  w^ickjhe  died  the  ninth  day,  on  the  16th  ofcBsg87 
February.     Thus,  lAthe  fpace  of  eleven  days,  England  loft 
two  fecretaries  of  ftate,         i     .  ••  ' 

Mr.  ICnight,  after  his  efcape  into  France,  went  ^<>  ^"'^  ^/^^^^fS*^ 
fels,  from  whoK^  (flot  thinking  himfelf  fafe  there)  he  in- ^^j^ 
tended  to  retire  toj^iege.  As  the  king  had  fent  orders  to  his 
rainifters  in  foreign  courts,  to  make  application  for  the  kh^ 
ing  Mr.  Knight,  in  cafe  be  (houid  flielter  himfelf  in  the  do^ 
minions  of  any  .Aate-in  alliance  with  him,  Mr>  Gaudot,  fe« 
cretary  to  Mr*  Lcatbes^  the  Britiih  refidentat  Brufl^Is,  hav*^ 
ing  information  th^t  Mr.  Knieht  was  going  towards  Lou-*^ 
yain,  applied  to  the  marqui(s  de  Prie^  governor  of  the  Au«' 
ftrian  Netherlands,  who, ordered  a  major  and  fixteen  dra^ 
goons  to  attend  him,  and  follow  his  directions.  With  tbeie 
JGaudot  fets  out  for  I,K>uv3in,  wh^re  he  was  informed,  that 
two  Englifli  gentlemen  had,  that  morning,  t^ken  the  road 
to  Tirlen^iont.  Upon  this,  Gaudot,  with  the  major  and 
four  dragoons,  hafted  to  Tirlemont,  and,  by  means  of  a 
jpoftillion  fent  before  to  make  inquiry,  they  put  up  at  the 
|aa>e  inn  where  the  sentlemen  bad  flopped,  Gaudot,.  enter- 
ing the  inn,  met  Mr,  Knight  and  bis  companion,  who 
inftantlv.^  yielded  themfelves  prifonen.  Soon  after  Mr. 
Knight's  fon,  who  had  followed  his  father  from  BrulTels,  sir- 
rived  at  Tirlempnt,  and  was  alfo  ieized*  They  were  all 
carried  back  to  Brullels,  and,  by  a  warrant  from  the  mar- 
quils  de  Prie,  the  fnajor  conduced  Mr.  Knight  to  the  citadel 
pf  ^cwerpi  wji^  he  was  )cept  in  fafe  ciiftpdy  by  ^n  pificet 

who 
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Geo.  I;  Who:Iffj^in'the  robfii  widi  liiiis  and  four  centin^ls  without 
172021.  |be(lMi«fi^  ^i  fl9«2Uiy  Within,  an4  wis  not  aHo^ed  ihe  tilb 
-     '  't    Mpeir,  lide;  and  (tt^r^i :  fiils  fen  w«nt  witli  hkn  to  the  ci^ 

6r«ac  Wtt9  the  k^  at  the  netrs  df  Mr/  Ktiight*s  beii^  tii' 
.  eiiftiddy;   '  AddKitett  were'pel^^ 
.       the  king  for  gtvifig  fudlv  <rffeA:fiaf  dimeiSliOfis  fer  feeuriiig-  Mr.; 
Kii^ht,'<ind  to  ddirerilMifi  ordoft  might  be  l^ven  to  ht»  m-^ 
niflem^atVioRfia  artd' iSrdffelS)  to  mstlte  ]^oper- app)icatior«» 
that  Mf  Kni^,  with^  hfe^papers  and  effifiSs,  might  be  ^ 
liver^Bd't&fiich  perfon^-asf  (hould  be  appointed  to  receive  1lilb« 
J^fiiMir  to  thefe  addnsltes,  the  king  fentf  colonel  C^atltd 
ChuhAill  to  thfc  court  of  Vienna,  to  make  Ihftantes  for  thtf 
Miv#iJI^  up  Mr.  Klntj^tV' who,  on-  the  odidr  hand,  iriaito 
Mikraikm  toxheMtes'of  Brabant,  for  the  prdtediof^  of  theii^ 
tdhftit«¥S6n.    Br  an^-arikfe  of  the*  charter,  called  the  Joyful 
Entry  (granted  oy  the  emperor  Charles  V.  and  fworn  fo  hf 
•     •      '  all  bis  ftcceflbrs)  no  J)erfoh  chaffed  witfi^  -6r  apprehended  ftir 
anf  crime,    can  be^Knrioved  to  be  ttiH"mjt  of  Bmbant. 
when  thjereforc  Mr.  Leaches  made  preflhig^inftances  with  the 
marquifs  de  Prie  to  have  Mr.  Knight  deKrerrf'  up,  the  ftates 
of  Brabint  iiffifted  upon  tiietr  privileges^  and  the  marquift 
wOidd  proceed  nofafrth^fm.the  affair,  Without  particdarin^ 
fIruAions  frofr>  Viemi^i  ^fbr  which  pi^rp&fo^Cohnd  Charlet 
ChurchiH  was-  fent  to'l^t  court;  •  In  the  beginirin^of  March, 
the  colonel  fent  word;  %at  he  was  juft"  arrived  ftt  Vienna, 
af^d  would  immediately -iipfrfy  td  the  Mipbrial  court,  for  the 
^    delivering  up  Mr.  Knight^*  i^d  did  net'doubif  of'feccefe,  un- 
fefs  the  privileges  of  th<*  ftatcs  of  Brabant  "irfterfered.     TTiis 
ktter  being  commooicat^^  to  the  hoiife'dP't^ommons^  rc« 
fledions  were  made  (particularly  by  the  lord  Molcfworth) 
upon  the  frivolous  pretctice,  ufc<!  to  fruftrttte  •  fl»e  king's  en-* 
deaVoiirs  to  bring  oyer-  Mn  Knight.     But  the  houfe  came  to 
no  refolution  in  the  aflaif*.     About  tbr^e  weeks  after,  a  letter 
from  the  emperor  to  the  king  was  laid  beferethe  commons, 
wherein  the  emperor  exprcfles  *  his  indinaifon  to  comj^ 
with  his  majefty*s  defires,  b^t,  tlte  fbtds  bf  Brabant  iniiflint 
on- their  privileges,-  it  wduk)  be  heceilaVy- to  tnAe  ipplicatioa 
CO  them,  which  he  woald  not  fail  to'fuppoif/  *  In  a  ^bate 
on  account  of  this  letter  j  Mr*  Hutchinfonreprefented,  ^  How 
mycb^  on  the  one  hand^  the  puMie  was  concernedjn  having 
the  >  authors-  of   the  prefent  diftrefs  fuHy',  discovered,    and 
brought  to  condign  punriftmcnt ;   and  bow  impra^icable  it 
was,  on  the  other,  to  proceed  in  that  important  inquii^^  Si 
long  as  €bc  princ^  agent  of  the  South^Sea  direflors^  and 
'  their 
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their  accomplices,  wa$  kept  out  of  the  way  >  th^U^  in  the  Q^.  h 
meantime,    the  public  calamity  increafing  every  day,  the  .1720.21. 
nation  called  aloud  for  jufttce  ;  and  therefore,  if  the  means  ■' 
^ready  ufed  for  bringing  over  Mr,  Knight  proved  abortive,*  "^ 
it  were  advifcable  to  have  recourfe  to .  more  fpeedy  and   ef- 
feflual  methods:"    Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll  alfo  ftiewerf, .«  That'  iV 
was  incumbent  on  fome  pci tons  in  the  a^miniftration  to  have' 
Mr.  Knight  brought  over,  in  order  fully  to  clear  their  owm* 
innocence,  otherwife,  though  acquitted,  ih^y  would  ftill  be| 
looked  upon   as  criminal :,  Urging,    niorcover,  that  it  was' 
matter  of"  wonder,  that  fo   fiivolous  a  pretence,  as  the  pri- 
vileges of  the  ftatcs  of  Brabant,  ffioiild  be  ufed  to  put  a  ftop 
to  fo  important  an  inqniry  ,  efpectally  confidering  how  little' 
thofe  privileges  had  been  regarded   in  more  material  points, 
and  what  obligations  the  houfe  of  Auftria  lay  under  to  the 
Britifh  nation.*    On  the  other  hand,  Mr.   Lechmere  reprc- 
fented,  «  That,' in  all  probability,  the  conrt  of  Vienna  had 
not  fully  confidered  the  importance  of  th^  inftatices  mad^  to' 
them  in  his   maiefty's  name,'  and  '  at  the  dcfire  of  the  com- 
Itions  of  Great  Britain  :  Buf  it  was  to  be  pfefu'med,  when  fo 
wife  a  prince  as  the  emperor  fhould  be  appriz'^d,  that  thte, 
wclfiirc  and  fafety  of  England  depended  in' fome  meafure  prf 
the  delivering  up  of  Mr,  Knight,  he  would  readily  compfv* 
with  thejr  defires.*    Then  Mr.  Lechmere  mov'ed  fo'r  an  ad-* 
drcft  to  thank  the  king  for  the  inftances  he  had  made,  by 
a  letter  under  his  own  hand  to  the  emperor  about  Mr.  Knight^ 
to  expreis  their  diflatisffaftion  at  the  ob(lides  raifed  againft, 
a  compliance  with  his  endeavours,  and  to  defife   hi^  mod' 
preffing  inftances  for  the.  obtaining  what  was  jthought'  of- 
fuch  importance  to  thejuftice  due  to  his  pcJoplf.*   This  ad- 
drels  wa5  agreed  to  and  prcfenxed  to  the  king,  who  aflured 
theiti  he  would  continue  to  ufe  bis   utmpft  endeavours  for 
obtaining  what  they  defired,  and  Hoped  they  \voijTd  prove  ef- 
fcStuai,     But,  notwithftanding  all  this,  before  the  emperor 
had  fent  any  inftru^ions  to  the  marquifs  dq  Pi;ie,  Mr.  Knight. 
foundr  meins  to  make   his  eftape  out  of  the  citadel  gf  Ant- 
werp. ■' 

ihe  committee  ofleer^cy,  appointed  jtoiobk  into  all  the  Proceedingi 
proceedings  relating  fGTTh^^executionof  the  South-Sea  afi,<*^**^*^«"* 
made  tfccJrfir^  rep6rrT<r  the  houfe  of  Commons  the  .i6th  of**^"*'^- 
February,  the  dlay  Mr.  lecfetary  Craggs  died.     At  the  en- 
trance into  their  inquiry,  they  obftrved,  the  matters  referred 
to  tliem  were  of  great  variety  and  extent.     Many  perfons 
were  intrufted  with  different  parts  in  the  execution  of  that  ad,. 
9^d^  iq  an  unwa]rraDtat>le  pigimer/  diipofed  of  the  properties 

•  of 
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Geo.  L  of  jnany  thoufapds  ofperrons,  amounting  to  many  millions. 

i7ZO-2i.In  the  progreTs  of  their  inquiry,  they  found  it  attended  with 

.  many  difficulties. 

In  fome  of  the  books,  falfe  and  fidUtious  entries  were  made  ; 
in.  others,  entries  with  blanks ;  in  others,  entries  with  ra- 
i^resand.alten^ions;  and  in  others,  leaves  torn  out.  Tliey 
fbjuhd  ibme  books  had  been  deftroyed,  others  fecreted  : 
However,  they  were  inabled  to  lay  fome  inatters  of  impor- 
tanpe  before  the  houfe. 

The  iirft  matter  that  occurred  to  their  confideration  was 
a  (cene  of  iniquity  and  corruption,  the  difcovery  of  which 
^iiey  conceived  to  be  of  the  higheft  concern  to  the  honour  of 
parliaments,  and  the  fecurity  of  the  government. 

It  app^red,  that,  before  the  paffing  the  South -Sea  ad, 
and  before  any  fubicription  could  be  made,  a  fi&itious  ftock 
of  no  lefs  than  574^000  L  had  been  difpofed  of  by  the  direc- 
tors, in  order,  to  facilitate  the  paffing  the  bill.  This  ftock 
was  fet  down  as  (bid  at  feveral  days,  and  at  feveral  prices, 
from  150  per.  cent  to  325  per  cent,  (amounting  in  all  to 
1,259,3251-  and  was  from  tho(e  times  to  be  efleemed  as 
holden  of  the  company,  for  the  benefit  of  the  pretended  pur« 
^hafers,  though  no  mutual  agreement  was  then  made  for 
the  delivery  or  acceptance  of  the  flock  at  any  certain  time, 
and  though  no  money  was  paid  down,  nor  any  fecurity  given 
for  payment  by  the  luppofed  purchafers.  So,  if  the  price  of 
(lock  nad  fallen,  no  lofs  could  have  been  fufhuned  by  them  ; 
but,  if  it  fhould  advance,  the  difference  was  to  oe  made 
good  to  the  pretended  purchafer?.  As  this  fiditious  flock 
was  defigned  for  promoting  the  bill,  the  fub  and  deputy-go- 
vernors,, Sir  Tobn  Blpnt,  Mr.  Gibbon,  Mr.  Chefter,  Mr. 
li^olditch,  with  the  caQiier  Mr.  Knight,  had  the  di&ofal  of 
this  ftock»  of  which  the  following,  particulars  were  taken  for 
fcvcral  pcrfons ; 

For  "the  carl  of  Sunderland,  at  the  requcft  of  7  ^ 

*  Mr.  Craggs,  fen.                ". 5  ^O^OOO 

.For  the  duchefs  of.  Kendal             — .  •— ^  10,000 

For  the  countefs  of  Platen          >  ■       ■•  ■  10,000 

For  the  countefs'9  tiyo  nieces                 ■  ■      — —  lo^ooo 

For  Mr.  Craggs,  -fen.                -— *  — — ^  30,000 

For  Charles  Stanhope        •— —  .■  10,000 

For  the  Sword^bladc  .         ■  ■    ■      ■  1  ■■  ■        — ^  50,000 

The  dlfFerence  of  the  laft  parcel  amounting  to  250,000}. 
tr^s  fuppofed  to  be  paid  to  Mr*  Charles  Staniiope  bv  Sir 

Geoig9 
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George  Cftfwall  and  company  ;  but  that  Sir  Georee  ordered  Geo.  t. 
the  name  Stanhope  to  be  partly  erafed  out  of  the  book,  and  i720-2i« 
made  Stangape.    It  alfo  appeared,  that  Mr.  Aiflabie,  chan*       '■ 
<;eUorofthe  Exchequer,  had  great  quantities  of  South-Sea 
fiock  eiyen  him ;  but  (hat. his  ^airs  were  chiefly  managed  by 
Mr.  £dmund  Waller,  his  fon-in-law,  and  Mr.  Weymondu 
felf  a  biToker  :  That  Mr.  Alflabie's  laft^ccount  with  Fprncr, 
Cafwal,  and  com(Kmy,  was  794,451  L   That  68,000  L  part 
thereof,  was  paid  in  cafli  to  Mr. Waller,  as  was  alfo  44,600 1. 
more  by  a  bond  of  Cafwal  and  company  ;  and  33,000  1.  by 
another  bond  of  Cafwal  and  company,  was  paid  to  Mr.  Wed* 
dal :  That  Mr.  Aiflabie,  as  a  commiffioner  of  the  treafury, 
had  4000 1.  in  the  firft  money-fubicription  ;  but  that  as  foon 
as  it  came  to  bear  an  advance  of  about  40  per  cent,  he  had 
ao,000  more  :  That  no  warrant  was  found  for  making  the 
fecond  money-fubfcription  more  than  one  million  ;  but  that 
afterwards  feme  of  the  leading  directors,  by  the  advice  of 
Mr.  Aiflabie,  made  it  500,000  I.  more  :  That  the  third  mo- 
ney-fubfcription at  1000 1.  was  promoted  by  Mr»  Aiflabie, 
whofe  lift  amounted  to  70,000 1.  the  earl  of  Sunderland's  Hft 
to  160,000  ],  Mr.  fecretary  Cragg's  lift  to  659,000  1.  and 
Mr.  Charles  Stanhope*s  to  47,000!.    That  Mr.  Aiflabie 
likewife  advifed  the  lending  money  on  ftock  ;  and  that  thedt- 
TcAors  fold  part  of  the  pawned  ftock  at  high  prices ;  but  that, 
of  2,800,000  L  that  Ibould  have  been  transferred  by  Mr* 
Knight  to  four  of  the  diredors,  there  appeared  to  be  but 
2,400,000  1.  ib  that  there  was  400,000 1.  flock  wanting. 
The  committee  obferved,  that,  in  the  account  of  ftock  fold, 
they  found  the  names  of  feveral  members  of  parliament,  not 
concerned  in  the  adminiftration,  whofe  cafes  they  could  not 
particularly  examine,  without  the  diredionof  the  houfe  in 
what  manner  to  proceed.    The  report  ended.,  with  an  ac* 
count  of  the  divers  pradices  ufed  to  raife  the  nominal  value  of 
South-Sea  ftock,  to  the  extravagant  rate  to  which  it  was  af- 
terwards advanced  above  the  real  value  (g).    This  report  was 

fol- 
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(g)  As  this  part  of  the  report  pany  mig^t   have   raifed    the 
ives  a  brief  hiftory  of  all  the  whole  fum    flipulated   for  the 
contrivances  for  fupporting  the  public,  with  a  profit  of  near  one. 
fcheniey  it  will  not  he  improper  million  and  an  half  for  the  be- 
to  infert  It  at  large.  nefit  of  the  proprietors  of  the 

Your  committee  fiod,  that»  old  flock,  without  fetting  their 

by  compaution  made  by  their  ftock  tofale  at  any  higher  price 

diredion,  it  appears,  that  the  than  150  1.  percent.   ' 


dire^ors  of  the  bouth-Sea  corn- 


That 
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Geo.  I*  foBowed  by  fix  others,  and,  at  the  clofe  of  the  laft,  tfce  coirt* 
i«o-2tr.  mittce  ftid,  they  were  under  a  neceffity  of  ending  their  in- 
; quiry, 


TKat  after  th6  (aid  direaors 
liad  taken  id  the  fitft  xnoney- 
itibicription  at  300  I,  per  cent. 
and  tlie  lecond  mon^y-Aibrcrip* 
tkm  at  400  1.  percent  and  the 
itrftfubfcriptioii  of  thelongand 
fhortannoities  at  375 1-  percent, 
the  value  of  100 1<  South-Sea 
'ih>ck  was  but  120!.  or  there- 
about,  fuppoiing  the  whole  mo- 
'ney  of  the  faid  firft  and  fecond 
fubicriptions  (  amounting  to 
12^750,000 1.)  had  been  all 
paid  in. 

That  the  faid  court  of  direc- 
•tors  did  afterwards  proceed  to 
take  in  a  third  and  a  fourth 
iBoney-fubfcriptioQ  at  the  rate 
of  1000 1.  per  cent,  and  a  fe- 
cond fubfcripdon  of  the  long 
and  fliort  annaitiesy  and  a  fub- 
icription  of  the  redeemable  debts 
at  the  rate  of  Soo  1.  per  cent, 
after  which  the  value  of  100 1. 
South-Sea  i^ock  was  but  332  1. 
or  thereabouts  k  fuppo/ine  the 
whole  money  of  tne  faid  four 
money-fubfcriptions  ( amount- 
ing to  68,750,000  L)  had  been 
all  paid  in. 

That,  if  all  the  remaining 
public  debts  had  been  taken  in, 
*  and  all  the  remaining  ftock  of 
the  company  fold,  bn  the  terms 
which  the  faid  directors  preten- 
ded to  exped,  lool.  South-Sea 
dock  would  have '  been  worth 
but  547  1.  or  thereabouts,  fup- 
.pofine  the  money  of  the  faid 
fonyr  mbicriptions,  and  the  mo- 
ney for  the  remaining  dock 
(which  together  would  have 
a  mounted  to  20^,039,401  1.) 
had  been  all  paid  in* 


That,  on  the  jcth  day  of 
Auguft  iafl,  the  court  of  cnrec* 
tors  of  the  Sonth-Sea  company 
came  to  a  refoltition  (which  on 
the  8th  day  of  September  laft 
was  confirmed  by  a  general 
co«rt )  to  declare  a  dividcmd  of 
30  ]>  peff  cent,  to  be  made  at 
Chriftmas  1720,  and  of  not  \tfo 
than  50  L  per  cent,  per  ann.  for 
not  lefs  than  twelve  years  to 
come  from  that  time. 

That  foon  after  this  refolu- 
tion  (viz.  kt  a  general  court 
held  the  20th  day  of  September 
lad)  the  rub- governor  acquain- 
ted the  general  court,  tharch'e 
afllairs  of  the  company,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  price  of  their  ftock 
and  fubfcriptions,  had  taken  an 
unexpe^bed  turn,  and  thereupon 
prepofed  their  giving  a  pow^ 
to  the  court  of  dire6lors  to  re-* 
lieve  the  laft  fublcribers  of  die 
public  debts,  and  the  proprie- 
tors  of  the  two  laft  money-fub" 
fcnptions,  Which  was  acooid- 
ingiy  granted  ;  and,  at  a  conn 
oidiredors  held  the  29th  day  of 
September  laft,  it  was  relblvcd^ 
That  the  faid  fubfcribers  ihould 
have  the  fame  terms  with  the 
Bank,  viz.  That  their  fubfcrip- 
tioAs  fhould  be  reduced  from 
1000 1,  and  800  1.  per  cent,  to 
400 1.  and  that  they  (hould  alio 
have  the  benefit  of  the  MidAtm- 
mer  dividend  of  10  1  per  cent/ 
which  was  accordingly  confir- 
med by  a  general  court  held  the 
30th  day  of  the  fame  months 
upon  which  your  committee  ob- 
ferves.  That  it  appears  to  thete 
very  extraordinary,  that  the  df- 

leAort 
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qtscy,  l>y  reafiii  oF  flieaUeiice  of  Mr.  Kxiight,  jwdio  appeared  *  Geo.  L 
to  have  been  principally  and  in  many  infiances 'jbM|^  in^  lyao-ftfi 

trufted  ■ 


stAorsOn  die  8di  dzvof^ep^  infermadoa  of    Sir  Lambert 

ffonber  (when  the  faid  high  oi-  BlackweU. 
▼idendwasdednredin  ageneialHs^  Aad^  at  a  court  of-dbeQor^ 

coun)  ihould  have  had  no  fbre-»  held  the  1 3th  day  of  April  laft, 

S^ht  of  the  tnm  which  fo  ibo&  k  waa  retolved,  *  to  cak:e  in  a 

tet  (m.  on  the  soth  day  of  fablcription  for  two  million^  at 

tbe  'fane  momii}  happened  in  the  rale  of  300  1.  per  cent,  but 

their  afiairs.  the   fame  was    afterwards   in*^ 

That 9  on  the  fiiid  ^ch  day  of  creaftldy  without  any  previonv 

September,    the   fub-govemor  idfolution  to  that  pm^ofe,   to 

aoqoatdted   the  general  coart,  2,z^Oyo6o  h  and  yoor  commit-' 

that  their  diredors   had  been  teeobfervq^  that  the  imaginary! 

Hkumliboas  in  all  their  proceed-  value  of  (he  ikid  fabfcriptiona 

fargs,    which,    amongtt    Other  rofe  vebrv  hik ;   and  that  thofb 

dungs,  inclndes  the  berare-meii«  who  haa  the  benefit  of  die  fkid 

tioned  feveral  fnbfcriptions  by  additional  fubfcriptiony  if  thef 

CiMm  taken  in,  except  the  firft ;  ibldy  and  difpofed  of  the  fame, 

and,  upon  the  examhiation  of  mtade  very  great  gains' thereby^ 
the  diredors,  it  doth  not  appear        That,  at  a  eourt  of  dired»rs » 

to  yoorxommittie,  that  any  one  held  the  aSth  day  of  April  lafti  ^ 

of  them  protefted  agahlfl,  orde-^  it  was  refolvdd  to  take  in  a  fe-i 


dared  anv  public  diflent  from 
any  of  the  faid  proceedings; 
and  it  appears,  that  all  of  them 
took  their  fhares  and  propor^ 
tions  of  the  fubfcriplions,  which 
iwfcre  allotted  for  the  reipcftive 
diredors  to  difpoie  of. 

And  -'your  committee   have 
been  iuformed  by  Sir  Theodore 
Janflen,  that  there  .was  a  meet- 
•iftg  at  the  houfe  of  Sir  John  Pel- 
lows,    between  fi^fteen  of  the 
-CDortofdiredlors,  Mr.  fecretary 
Craggs   and  Mr.    Aiilabie,    at 
whichlime  it  was  propofed,  that 
a  fubfcription  fhould  be  taken  in 
at  300  1.  per  cent,  which  was 
approved  of  by  Mr.  fecretary 
Craggs  and  Mr.  Aiilabie ;  and 
that,  when  the  faid    company 
brok»  up,  it  was  agreed,  that 
every  perfbn  fhould    ufe  their 
-  hott  endeavours  to  promote  it ; 
which  is  aifb  confirmed  by  the 


Gondmoney-fabfcriptioii,  at  the 

rate  of  400  1.    per  ceitt.   for 

i,doo,o6o  1.  bnt,    by  the  ac* 

conills  delivered  into  this  hooie, 

it  appears,   that  the  faid  fub^ 

icription  was  for  1,500,000  4 J 

3^t  it  does  not  appear  that  there 

was  any  previous  refblution  of 

the  court  of  diredtors  for  the  ad* 

dition  of  500,0001.  nor  was  the 

faid   addition  declared  till  the 

8th  of  September  lafl,  at  which 

time  the  fub- governor  acqauin* 

ted  the  gcRer<(l  court  therewith  ;. 

upon    which    your  committee 

cannot  but  t>bferve    the  great 

dijlance    of  time  between  the 

taking  in  of  the  fecond  fubfcrip* 

tion    at    1,000,000 1.    and  the 

8th  of  September,    when  the 

fame  was  reported  to  the  gene^ 

ral-  court  at  1^500.000 1,  during 

Which  interval    the  in^giflary 

value  of  that  fubfcription  -was. 

ex- 


1 
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exc^vely  iscreifedr  ii^ereb/ 
the  peHbas,  who  had  the  fame, 
had  the  advaoti^e  of  that  ex- 
traordinaiy  rife. 
H^    That,  at  a  court  of  dbc&on 

*  held  the  15th  day  of  Jonela({» 
it  wa$  refolved  to  take  in  a  diird 
mpney-fubfciiption  at  the  rate 
of  1000 1.  per  cent  one  tenth 
part  whereof,  was  to  be  paid 
down  at.the  time  of  fabfcrUane  1. 
9Bd,  atacoartofdiredorsheld 
tlMe  33d  day  of  the  lame  month, 
the  fob  governor  acoiiainted  the 
court.  That  the  faid  third  mo^ 
aey-fabicription  was  completed* 
without  mentioning  to  what 
fum ;  but  at  the  before-meii'* 
tioned^neral  court*  held  the 
8th;  dhy  of  September  laft,  he 
declared  the  fame  to  be  for  five 
millions;  and  Mr.  Knight,  late 

^  cafliier  of  the  South-Sea  com« 
paDy>  by  an. article  dated  the 
zoth  day  of  Tune  laft,  in  the 
cafh-book»  k>1.  125,  chaiges 
the  faid  ^im  of  five  millions  as 
received  ;  which  account  was 
paHed,  and  allowed  by  the  com- 
pany's committee  of  treafury, 
on,  or  fome  time  after  the  4th 
day  of  Auguft  lail ;  and  yet, 
in  the  account  of  the  third  mo- 
ney-fubicription  delivered  in  to 
this    hottfe,     it    is    dated    at 

-  4,400,>oool.  onlv  the  remaining 
fum  of  600,000 1.  being  entered 
on  the  credit  itde  of  the  cafli* 
book,  on  the  19  th  of  December 
lyzQ,  as  a  fuppofed  deficiency 
of  the  payment  on  this  fubfcrip- 
tion ;  although  it  appears  to 
your  committeeVupon  the  evi- 
dence of  Mr.  Xockver,  and 
others,  that  not  only  uic  whole 


fum  of  five  millions^  bat  even  ai 
coafiderable  exceeding  thereon 
was  paid  in ;  that  a  great  deal 
of  money  was  repaid  back  to- 
reduce  the  fublcriptieii  to  five. 
millions ; .  and  that  they  had. 
money  enough  paid  in  m  near 
eight  millions.>j(^ 

That,  at  'z  court  of  dxredors 
held  the  12th  day  of  Auguft 
laft,  it  was  reiblved  to  take  ift 
a  fourth  moaey-fubicription  fbc 
one  million,  at  the  rate  of  ipooL 
per  cent.  And>  at  a  court  of 
dire^ors  held  the  25  th  of  the 
iaitae  month,  it  was  declared^ 
That,  upon  cafting  up  the 
books,  it  was  found  tliue  faid 
fourth  money-fubfcription,  in- 
ftead  of  one  million,  was  in-^ 
creafed  to  1,250,000!.  which 
was  occafioned  hy  taking  the 
faid  fubfcription  in  leveral  booka; 
and  at  the  oefbre-mentioned  go*- 
neral  courts  held  the  8th  day  of 
September  laft,  the  fub-gover* 
nor  declared  the  fourth  money- 
fubfcription  was  completed  to 
i,2jOyOOol.  And  Mr.  Kjiight 
the  calhier  hath,  in  an  article 
dated  the  30th  day  of  Abgufb 
laft,  and  entered  in  the  aSi^ 
book,  foL  128,  givan  thecoa^ 
pany  credit  for  the  firft  pay- 
ment made  on  the  4Xk  fubicrip- 
tion,  viz*  for  2,500,000!. 
which  account  was  palled,  and 
allowed  by  the  committee  of 
treafury  on  the  4th  day  of  Octo- 
ber lall;  and  yet,  in  the  ac- 
count of  the  Dud  fourth  money- 
fubfcription  delivered  into  thit 
hou(e,  it  is  ftated  at  i,2oo,oool. 
only :  That,  upon  the  exami- 
nation of  Mr.  Knight,  and  b- 

vctai 
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yml  of  the  SreCtors,  in  illa- 
tion to  the  deficiency  of  the  faid 
third  and  fburtii  ihon^y  Aibicrip- 
tioosy  their  anfwers  were  tery 
unfatisfiidory:  And  yOarcUfn-^ 
nutteecanhotbatobierve^  That 
aA»  by  the  before  mentioned 
additioAs  td  the  firft  tv^o  m&ney- 
fabicriptic)iis,{bnieperfbn5  made 

Seat  nins,  whilft  the  price  of 
eAdd  fabfcriptions  continued 
high ;  foy  when  the  price  of  the 
fitbfcriptions  fell,  mahy  other 
.  i^rfotts  were  favoured,  by  ha* 
ving  their  fabfcriptions  with- 
dta#n.  which  was  the  caufe  trf 
the  deftdeiicjr. 
y  That,  on  the  feeond  money* 
fuMrription  each  diitAor  was 
allowed^  for  himfelf  and  friends, 
s6,oobl.  aAd  that  the  remain* 
der  of  the  million,  at  irk  re- 
Iblved  to  be  taken  in  was  at 
the  diipofal  of  the  Mb  and  de* 
pnty-govemors ;  but^  foi*  whofe 
benefit  the  additional  fabfcrip- 
tion  of  50o,oooL  was  intend^, 

Str  committee  have  not  y^t 
n  able  to  difcover. 
That,  on  the  third  money- 
fubfcription  each  diredor  was 
iliowed  $4,000 1.  for  himfelf 
and  frieitds  i  and  that  feveral 
large  lifts  of  the  names  of  per- 
fons  were  fent  to  the  fub*gover* 
nor,  to  be  admitted  into  the 
laid  third  filbfcription;  viz.  by 
the  carl  of  Sunderland,  firft 
lord  commifiioner  6f  the  trea- 
fory,  a  lift  amontttihe  to 
l6j^,6ool.  by  John  Aiflabicj 
Eiq;  late  chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, another  of  the  lords  of 
the  treafary,  a  lift  amounting  to 
yc  ,3001.  by  James  Craggs^  Efqi 
Yoh.  XIX- 


on^  of  his  majefty^spfindpalfe* 
cretaries  of  ftate,  two  tifts»  a* 
dtoontine  to  695;dool.  ahd  by, 
Charles  Stanhope,  Eftj;  one  of 
the  fecretariesof  thetreafnry,  a 
lift  aniouAting  to  49,700 1. 
Which  four  laft-mentioned  lifts 
amount  to  9S71OOO  1; 

That^  upon  examinatioB^  it 
appears,  that  other  lifts  have 
been  given  in,  ti  well  on  the 
third  as  on  the  fecondfnblcrip- 
tion ;  but,  the  fame  being  loft 
or  miflaid,  as  your  committee 
have  been  informed,  they  are 
thereby  dtlabledi  at  prefent,^ 
ftom  making  any  tepdrl  thete^ 
on. 

They  find  ij,oa6 1.  d^ the  fe- 
cond  fabfcriptioa  hath  beengi^ 
ven  ttnto  John  Aiflabie,  £fq; 
about  eight  or  ten  days  after  thl^ 
opening  of  that  fubfcription,  at 
which  time  the  fubfcrijKiona 
were  uf  an  advanced  price,  ot 
about  40  L  per  cent*  and  fooik 
after  rofe  vaftlt  hi|rher. 
y^  That  it  ddth  not  appeir  ttt 
your  committee  that  any  of  th^ 

£ribns}  who  had  the  honour  tc^ 
ve  his  majefty  in  the  treafur^r, 
or  in  any  other  par^  of  the  ad« 
miniftration,  ufed  any  endea'< 
vonrs  to  prevent  the  diredlors  of 
the  South-Sea  company  froni 
takine  iii  AibicHptiond  at  the 
afore&d  extravagant  prices  ; 
but  oh  the  contrary  it  doth  ap^ 
pear^  that  fonjie  of  them^  by  the 
lifts  they  gave  in  as  aforefaid; 
did  not  only  eticourag^  and  pr(^ 
mote  thftfaidifubfcriptions,  bul 
did  greatly  enlarge  the  fame. 

Your  cori.mitteeobferving  dial 

Sit  Johff  Fellows^  late  ftib-g^ 

Gc  vifoef 
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Ternor  of  die  Scath^'Sea  eom^ 
pany,  did  at  a  general  court  of 
the  faid  coaipany,  held  the  21ft 
of  April  1720,  acquaint  that 
court,  diat  the  deii^  of  the  so 
vemsaent's  million  of  Exche* 
quer^biUs  to  he  leivt  to  the  com- 
pany,  by  virtue  of  the  late  a£l 
of  parliament  for  iiToing  Ex- 
chequer-bills to  be  circulated  at 
oc  near  the  Eitchequer,  was  to 
enablethe  company  to-lend  mo- 
ney upon  their  Aock ;  and  find- 
ing that,  by  order  of  the  court 
of  dsrediorsof  the  faid  company, 
the  fame  had  been  16  lent  out, 
your  committee  proceeded  to 
enquire  into  this  affair. 

And  on  the  Examination  of 
Mr«  Robert  Knight,  latecafhier 
of  thip  dsLid  company,  he  decla- 
ned,  that  he  did  not  remember 
that  any  application  was  made 
by  the  diredors  to  have  thofe 
bills  iiTued  ;  but  that  the  firft 
diicourfe  of  this  matter  wa^  by 
John  Aiilabie,  Efq;  then  chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  a  week 
before  thepropofaUof  the  South- 
^a  company  were  offered  to  this 
houfe  ;  that  Mr.  Aiilabie  faid, 
it  would  be  more  acceptable  to 
have  thofe  bills  circulated  at  the 
Exchequer,  than  to  fend  them 
to  the  Bank  or  elfewhere,  and 
that  the  company  might  afford 
to  circulate  them  for  nothing, 
they  being  to  be  lent  to  the 
company  to  enable  them  to  exe- 
cute  their  icheme.     That  the 
eaaminant  believed,  the  inten- 
tion of  lending  the  faid  bills 
upon  ftock  had  been  communi- 
cated to  Mr.  Aiilabie,  and  that 
h^  {ihs  ^yaminapt)  on  his  s^ 


tending  at  the  treafiixy  tolblttcit 
the  ifTuine  of  thele  bills,  did 
mention  that  defiga,  and  never 
heard  diat  the  treafuiy  'diiap« 
proved  of  it. 

That  Sir  John  Blunt  declaicd 
it  would  be  better  to  employ 
thofe  bills  in  the  lending  up^ 
fl:ock,  than  in  paying  off  ^c 
rqdeemables,  which  would  tak» 
up  moie  time. 

Hereupon  your  oommitlee  ^x^ 
amining  Sir  John  Fellows,  ho 
faid,  that  he  and  others  of  the 
dire^ftors  treated  with  Mr.  Aifla- 
bie  and  others  at  the  treafnry 
about  the  ifTuing  the  (aid  Exche- 
quer-bills ;  but  that  it  was  firft 
propoied  to  Mr.  Aiflabie,  and 
theexamxnant  believed,  it  was  at 
firil  mentionedbySir  JohnBluntg 
in  a  committeeof  the  dire£lors, 
and  that  it  was  the  general  opi- 
nioo  of  the  diredors. 

Your  committee  examiniair 
Sir  John  Blunt  upon  this  tran? 
a6lion«  he  declared,  that  he 
fpoke  to  &f  r.  Aiflabie  to  haftea 
the  liTuing  of  the  faid  bills;  and 
that  himfelf,  or  fome  other  of 
the  diredors,  acquainted  Mr« 
Aiilabie  (as  he  bdieves,  at  the 
treafury)  with  the  company's 
deiigi)  to  lend  them  upon  ftock| 
that  it  did  not  at  firft  arife  from 
the  diredors,  but  that  it  was  in- 
timated to  them  before,  or  very 
foon  after  the  company's  propo- 
fals  were  laid  before  the  houie, 
by  fome  of  the  treafury,  and  on 
recolledion,the  exammant  faid* 
it  was  by  Mr.  Aiilabie,  to  ena- 
ble the  company  to  carry  on 
their  fcheme,  and  thereby  to 
raiie  the  price  of  their  ffock,  the 

bor^ 
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aiders  and  abettors,  ui  lending  out  the  company^s  money  Qeo.  I; 
upon  ftockand  fubfcriptioni^y  without  taking  fecurity  for  re-i,72o-2^« 

payment- 


borrowers  being  enabled  to  buy 
ftock. 

That,  by  the  book  of  loans 
delivered  in  to  this  houfe;  it 
Appears     that     the     fuzn     of 

E ,03999361.  Its.  was  lent  to 
sveral  perfons  On  the  fecurity 
of  2,563,1 17 1.  ly  s.  5  d»  ilock : 
And  that  the  further  fum  of 
2,219,089 1.  \^as  lent  on  the  fe« 
curity  of  7^3,600  L  fubfcrip- 
tion  receipts;  the  money  10 
lent,  and  ftill  remaining  due| 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  th^ 
fiun  of  I  i>259;o25  1.  1 1  s. 

That  by  feveral  tef olutions  of 
the  court  of  diredlors  of  the  2  i  ft 
of  April,  the  2dth  of  May,  and 
the  9th  of  Jane  lail,  for  three 
feveral  loans,  it  appears;  that 
the  fum,  refolved  by  them  to  be 
lent  on  ftock  from  the  21ft  of 
April  to  the  21ft  of  May,  was 
limited  to  500,000  1.  in  the 
whole,  and  thut  not  more  than 
j^oo  1.  fhottld  be  lent  to  any 
One  pecfon,  and  foch  loan  to  be 
only  at  the  rate  of  2{o  1.  on 
tool,  ftock;  that,  from  the 
20th  of  May  to  the  9th  of  JUne^ 
the  rule  of  lending  was  at  the 
rate  of  360 1.  on  100 1.  ftock; 
and  that  not  more  than  3060 1. 
ihould  be  lent  to  any  one  per- 
ibn ;  and,  from  the  9th  of  June, 
the  rule  of  lendihg  was  at  400  U 
on  100 1.  ftock,  and  that  not 
mof€s  than  4000 1.,  ftiould  be 
lent  to  any  one  perfon. 

That,  on  examination  pf  the 
book  of  loans,  it  appears,  that 
on  the  firft  loan  Uie  rules  of 
lending  were  greatly  exceeded, 
viz.  That  there  was  lent  in  the 
whole  9439631 1.  more  than  the 


Aip  of  5c5o;o6ol:  to  which  the 

faid  loan  was  confined.  That 
the  excefs  above 250 1.  on  lOoL 
ftock  amounts  to  3 16,7401.  and 
the  excefs  ^bove  5600  L  to 
one  perfon  amounts  in  the  whdl^ 
to  779»23 1  1.  Thit  on  the  fe-j 
cond  loan  the  exCefs  above  th^. 
rate  of  300.!.  on  idol,  ftock 
amounts  to  30,7501.  and  th^ 
excefs  above  3000 1.  to  one  per-, 
fon  amounts  in  the  whole  to 
16^,025  1.  And  that  on  the 
third  loan  the  excefs  above  400]  i 
on  100 1.  ftock  amounts  to 
50,413  1,  and  the  excefs  abov^ 
the  rate  of  4000 1.  to  one  per-^ 
fon  amounts  in  the  whole  tq 
1,447,6771.  For  the  partictt* 
lars  of  all  which  your  commit- 
tee refer  to  the  book  marked 
No.  IV,  in  which  the  fame  are 
diftindly  exprefted,  and  the  re*^ 
folutions  of  the  gene]:al  courti 
and  court  of  diredors,  in  rela* 
tion  to  loans,  are  tr^nfchbed. 
That  your  coQimittee  do  not 
£nd  any  refolution,  dither  of  sjf 
general  courts  or  a  court  of  dir 
redtors^  for  lending  money  onl 
fubfcription-receipts ;  but,  by 
the  examinations  which  they 
h^ve  taken,  it  appears.  That. 
Mr.  Knight,  the  late  caftiier  of 
the  South- Sea  company,  an^ 
his  under-caftiier  and  clerks; 
by  his  direftions^  did  lend  mo- 
ney on  thefubfcription-receipts* 
by  verbal  orders  from  the  direc- 
tors of  the  faid  company,  and 
under  colour  of  an  order  of  a. 
general  court,  made  the  2ift  of 
April  1720,  to  itnpower  the 
court  of  dire£h}rs  from  time  to 
time,  ks  they  fliall  fee  for  the 
e  c  if  inttreft 
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■*■      ■  ■  for 


xnteitft  of  the  company)  to  lend 
any  fum .  or  fums  of  the  com- 
pany's money,  on  the  company's 
preient  and  to  be  increated  ca- 
pital ftock ;  and  to  do  all  fuch 
matters  and  things,  as  they 
Aottld  judge  moft  tor  the  good 
of  the  company. 

But  yoar  committee  find,  that 
by  the  fecond  by-law  of  the  faid 
company,  rehiung  to  the  keep- 
ing the  caih  of  the  company,  it 
was  ordained.  That  the  cafli  of 
the  corporation  ihould  from  time 
to  timdbe  kept  under  three  ie- 
▼eral  locks,with  different  wards, 
the  keys  of  which  to  be  kept, 
one  by  the  calhier,  and  the  other 
two  by  fuch  of  the  governor, 
fQb-govenior,deputy-jpovernor, 

direQors,  as  the  laid  court 


or 


fhould  from  time  to  time  ap- 
point, except  fuch  fum  or  fums 
as  the  court  of  diredlors  fiiould 
fhink  neceflfary  to  let  remain  in 
the  cuftody  of  the  calhier;  and 


minated,  in  the  famenumneras 
if  the  iaine  had  been  abfolately 
fold,  widiout  any'defeascanceoo 
the  i^art  of  the  company,  cr  of 
the  perfons  to  whom  tne  ftock 
was  transferred,  for  re-transfer- 
ing  the  fame,  on  repayment  of 
the  money;  nor  was  any  core- 
nantor  other  fecurity  taken,  for 
repayment  from  the  borrowers, 
except  the  flock  A>  transferred ; 
nor  doth  there  appear  any  di- 
ftindion  between  die  faid  trans- 
fers on  loans,  and  the  other 
transfers,  which  were  made  of 
ftock  abfolntely  pnrchafed,  on 
account  of  the  company :  Upon 
which  your  committee  obicnre, 
that  it  was  in  the  power  of  die 
perfons,  to  whom  the  faid 
pawned  ftock  was  transferred, 
to  difpofe  thereof  at  any  time, 
as  they  thought  fit,  when  the 
price  of  ftock  was  high,  and  to 
replace  the  fame  when  it  fell. 
And  your  committee  do 'find. 


no  money  relating  to  the  trade  that,  on  the  loth  day  of  Odo- 

or  affairs  'of  the  faid  company  ber  laft,  the  Add  Mr.  Kau^t, 

fhould  be  difpofed  of,  without  to  whom  the  faid  pawned  £ck 

an  order  of  the  faid  court  of  di-  was  transferred,  did,  pnrfvant 

rectors;  and  that  the  intereft  of  to  an  order  of  the  court  of  diivc- 

all  other  advantapes,arifing  and  tors,  transfer  ftock  to  die  a* 

growing  upon  the  calh  of  the  mount  of  2,141,8671.  17s.  fd. 

laid  company  fhould  be  brought  to  Sir  Harconrt  Mafters,coloDel 

to  the  account  of  the  faid  com-  Hugh  Raymond,  Edward  Gib- 

pany.  However,  it  appears  that  bon,  and  John  Gore,  cmftees, 

the  faid  loans  on  fuofcriptions  for  that  purpofe  nominated  by 

were  generally  known,  and  ne-  the  court  of  diredors,  in  whow 
ver  objeded  againft,  by  any  of  i  names  the  fame  now  relriaint ; 
the  dire6lors  ina  eeneral  court, /f  but  the  fum  is  421,2501.  fhort 

or  in  any  court  of  diredors.  of     the     aforefaid    fum    of 


That,  on  the  faid  loans  on 
ftock,  the  ftock  was  transferred 
to  perfons  for  that  purpofe  no- 


2*5'63>ii7l.  t7s. 5d.  whtchit 
mentioned  in  the  faid  book  of 
Ipans  to  have  been  pledged  for 


1 
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for  which  they  ought  to  make  £ltisfa£lion  ou(  of  their  own  Geo.  I. 
cftates,  1720-211 

3.  That         ■■■» 


the  fecorit^  of  the  repayment  of 
the  aferefaid  fnm  of  9»039 ,9361 . 
1 1  $f  from  vfhich  it  is  evident, 
that  the  f^d  fum  of  421,250  L 
of  the  (lock  mortgaged  or  paw- 
ned  on  loans,  s^  aforefaid,  has 
been  fold,  or  otherwife  difpofed 
of,  by  the  tniflees,  or  agents  of 
the  SouthrSea  coippany  ;  and, 
till   replaced,    cannot    be  re- 
f  ransferred  to  thofe,by  whom  th^ 
lame  was  pawned  or  mortgaged ; 
XJpon  which  yoar  committee 
obfervehow  ealy  it  was  for  the 
tmAees  of  the  company  to  have 
^Id  the  iaid  ftock,  when  it  was 
at  high  prices,  and  to  have  re- 
placed Uie  fame  a^ain  when  it 
fell ;  for  on  exanunation  it  ap- 
peu's,  that  there  was  no  diftindt 
jmd  feparate  account  kept  of  the 
laid   mortgaged   and  pa^vned 
Hock,   nor  was  (he  fiupe  any 
vays  diftingaiihed    from  the 
other  Aock  of  thofe  perfons,  to 
whom  it  was  at  firfl  transferred. 
That,  as  to  the  faid  fum  of 
2,219,017 1.  lent  on  773,6001, 
lubfcription-receipts,  it  appear 
by  the  aforefaid  book  of  loans, 
fhac  the  general  rule  of  lending 
'WMMSLt  the  rateof  jool.  on  lool. 
iiibfcription-receipts ;  but,  ex- 
clading  from  the  faid  loans  on 
iiibfcriptions  the  two  great  loans, 
the  one  to  the  million-bank,  and 
the  other  to  Turner  and  com- 
pany, the  loans  to  the  other  bor- 
rowers will,  at  an  average  come 
out  above  300  1.  per  cent.      It 
appears  that  on  thefiril  fubfcrip. 
tion-receipts,  at  the  time  of  the 
faid  lending,  there  was  paid  in 
only  from  90 1.  to  120 1.  per 
cent.  andonthefecoQd  fubfcrip- 


tion-receipts  generally  40I.  and 
on  (bme  few  80I.  percent,  but 
how  much  more  there  hath  been 
paid  in  fince,  or  whether  all  the 
faid  fubfcription-receipts  on 
which  money  was  lent  be  nOw 
remaining  in  the  cuflody  of  any 
perfon  for  the  fecority  of  the 
coinpany,  your  committee  can« 
not  at  prefent  difcover,  the  re- 
ceipts not  having  been  as  yet 
pnxluced  to  them. 

That  it  appears  that  Turner 
and  companywere  employed  by 
the     directors    to    lend    out 
500,0001.  on  fubfcription-re- 
ceipts,  and  that    they  accor- 
dinely  lent  150,000  1.  on  fuch 
receipts,  after  the  rate  of  lool* 
percent,  onthefirftfubfcription, 
and  40I.  per  cent,  on  the  fe- 
cond.  But,  fuch  rates  being  by 
the  faid  directors  thought  too 
low,  the  faid  Turner  and  com^ 
pany  were  ordered  to  proceed 
no  farther  in  difpofing  of  the 
remaining    part    of  the    faid 
500,0001,  and  were  told  at  the 
lame  time,  that  by  lending  at 
fuch  low  rates  on  fubfcriptions,' 
they  were  ruining  the  ftock. 
Ana  it  alfo  appears,  that  Mr« 
Knight  did  iirae  a  conftderable 
fum  to  be  difpofed  of  by  bro* 
kers,  for  the  refufal  of  South- 
Sea  llock  at  certain  times,  at 
very  high  prices ;  and  likewife, 
that,  on  the  declenilon  of  the 
price  or  the* ftock,  large  fumt 
were  iffued  to  purchaie  ftock, 
on  account  of  the  company,  at 
very  hish  prices  ;  and  part  of 
the  ftock  then  bought  appears 
to  have  belonged  to  forne  of  the 
directors  of  the  faid  company. 
C  c  3  And 


40^  T  H  E    H  I  S  t  OH  V 

'Geo.    I.      2.  That  the  felling  or  difpoling  of  -ftock  or  fubfcripticiiif 
1720<-2I.  transferred  or  depofited  as  a  fecUrity  for  the  repaym^it  of 
the  money  fp  lent,  was  a  notorious  breach  of  the  truft  rfepo- 
fed  in  the  fub  governor^    deputy -governor,   direftors^  and' 
'their  o^&cer^)  apd  a  fraud  on  the  proprietors,  in  order  to  in- 


j|bid«  altho^gh  your  committee 
ip-e  not  yet  prepared  to  fet  this 
luatter  in  a  full  lights  they  can- 
not but  observe,  that  the  faid 
dire^lors^  in  all  their  proceed- 
ings iid  the  execution  of  their 
fcheme,  appear  to  have  had 
frhiefiy  in  view  the  raifing  and 
fupporting  the  imaginary  value 
of  the  flock,  ft  an  extravagant 
fuid  high  price,  fpr  the  benefit 
pf  themfdvesy  and  thofe  who 
Yftre  in  tlie  fecrpt  with  them. 

That,  as  f  o  the  aforefaid  loans 
pr  fubfcnption-receipts,  it  ap- 
pears,'  there  were  no  defear 
zances  eypcu^d  by  thoie  with 
whop  thf  receipts  were  depo- 
fited, for  a  re-aelivery  of  the 
fame,  on  Repayment  of  the  mo- 
ney, nor  any  fecurity  given  by 
the  borrowers,  bcfides  the  re- 
ceipts by  thepa  {o  delivered; 
|ior  doth  any*thing  elfe  appear 
^o  diftinguilh  the  receipts  fo 
pledged  from  fuch  receipts  as 
werCr  or  might  have  bee6,  ab- 
fblut^ly  ibid  to  the  company; 
Jor  all'  the '  faid  receipts  were 
made  out  in  one  name,  viz.  Jo- , 
/eph  SafFord,  and  by  his  indorfe- 
^entthe  bearer  became  intituled 
io  the  property  thereof:  Upon 
Vvhiph  your  committee  pbferve, 
thefecurity  of  tht  company,  as 
fp  tlie  money  lent  on  the  faid 
ubfcription-reccipts,  is  more 
precarious  than  the  loans  on 
ftock  5  for  by  the  transfer-look 
Jt  might  appear  by  whcra  fuch 
^ocl^  YfSL^  transferred ;  but  i^ 
nath  not  yet  appeared  to  your  * 
committee  tliat  any  books  have 


t 


been  kept,  or  entries  made,  of 
the  names  of  the  perfons  toj 
whom  fuch  loans  nave  beei( 
made  on  fubfcription-receipts ; 
And  your  committee  do  far- 
ther obferve,  Th^t  it  was  in  th$ 
power  of  the  perfons,  wit^ 
whom  fuchfubfcnption-rcceipt^ 
were  depofited,  to  fell  the  fame 
at  high  prices,  and  to  replace 
them  again  when  the  price  fell. 
And  upon  the  Whole,  it  doth 
appear  to  your  committee,  that 
the  faid  loans  on  dock,  and  on 
fubfcidptions,  have  been  mana- 
ged with  the  utmofl  negligence, 
with  refpedl  to  the  i^tereil  of  the 
company,  and  were  contrived 
for  tne  raifing  and  keeping  up 
the  price  of  nock  at  an  extra- 
vagant height. 

Before  your  committee  con- 
cludes this' report,  they  think  it 
proper  to  obferve.  That  it  has 
appeared  to  them  throughoat 
their  examination,  that  Mr. 
Kniglit,  9&fiiier  of  the  South- 
Sea  company,  was  principally 
concerned  in  .their  moft  fecrtt 
tranfadions.  And  your  com- 
mittee have  been  informed  bV 
Sir  Theodore  Janffen,  foon  at^ 
ter  M^.  Knight's  withdrawing 
himfelf,  That  upon  his  prcffing 
}/ir.  Knight,  itwo  or  three  davs 
before  he  went  away,  to  nake 
a  difcovery  of  ^hatfoevcr  he 
(cnew  relating  to  the  wholejpro- 
ceedings ;  Mr.  Knight  anfwcr- 
ed,  that,  if  he  fhould  difclofc 
all  he  knew,  it  would  open  fuck 
a  (bene  as  the  world  would  he 
tuprized  at. 
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^iob iintEoklYC^;  for  whidi  tbey  ougjbt  to  make  OSSaSSon  .Qc^  I. 
iNit  1^  their  o^n  eftates*  1720-21 

3*  That  the  taking  in  or  holding  ci  ttock^  bj  the  Soath-         ,     - 
Sea  company,  for  the  beiie&  of  adj  member  of  either  bbofe 
of  parliament,  or  ptribn,  concerned  in  the  adminifhauon,  da- 
ing  the  time  that  the  company's  propofals,  or  the  bi}]  there- 
to relating,  werc^epi^nding  in  parliament,  without  any  valua- 
ble confkieration  paid,  or  AiiHcient  fecurity  given  for  the  ac^ 
oeptance  of,  or  ps^ment  for,  fuch  flock;  and  the company^s 
.{laying  or  allowing.  Aicb  pexfcm  the  difference  arifing  by  t^ 
advanced  price  of  the  ftock^  were  cormpt,  infamous,  and 
flaiigetoQs  pra&iccs,  highly  refleding  on  the  honour  and 
Juftice  of  parliamep0,  and  defbni&ive  of  the  intereAs  of  Ms 
majefty's  government. 

4«  ThM  any  of  the  direSors  of  the  Sooth-Sea  compimy 
filing  their  own  flock  at  high  prices  to  the  company  or 
others,  at  fbe  hmc  thne  that  they  gave  orders  for  buying 
ilock  upon  account  of  the  company^  under  pretence  of  keep-^ 
jng  up  the  nominal  yah^M  the  ftock»  was  a  ftrandalous  prac- 
tice, tending  toifirich  tbemfelves,  to  the  great  Jofs  az^  de^ 
trimcht  of  the  company,  and  of  others  his  majefty's  fubjedh, 
for  which  they  du^t  to  n^ake  fatia&£ti6n  oat  of  their  own 
c^es« 

5.  That  the  declaring  a  dividend  of  30  per  cent,  fci; 
Clmflna$  laft^,  afid  not  lefs  than  <jo  per  cent,  per  anW.  for 
^mU&  than  twelve  years  after,  was  an  tnfiimioits  contrivance  .• 

to  give  his  majefly^s  fufa)e£ls  falfe  notions  of  the  value  of  thef 
ilodc,  that  die  direAors  might  qiore  ^ly  diTpofe  of  theii* 
it€K)L  at  the  exorbitsgnt  prices. 

.  6r  That  the  fetting  the  flock  of  the  Soilth-Sea  company  to 
iflQ  >y  fubfcriptions,  at  high  prices,  above  the  inuinfic  value 
of  ^e  fame,  by  the  fub-governor,  deputy-governor,  and  di«( 
KB&orsof  the  company,  was  a  grofs  and  notorious  fraud;* 
and  has  been  one  great  caufe  of  the  finking  of  the  public  cis*'  . 
dit,  and  bringing  upon  the  nation  the  diftrefs  it  at  prcfentr 
labours  under. 

7.  That  the  advifuig  the  fub-govemor>  deputy-governor,' 
and  direfkors  pf  the  South-Sea  company,  to  fet  the  flock  of 
l]be  compai>y  to  fale  by  fubfcriptions  at  high  and  extravagant 
prices^  or  tp  declare  the  high  and  extravagant  dividends  for 
Chri%pas  laft,  and  twelve  years  after,  by  any  perjTons  in  the^ 
a^toiftration,  was  a  notorious  breach  of  the  truft  repofed  inr, 
t^em  Co  the  prejudice  of  his  majefty's  government,  and  the 

intfjrefl  of  the  kmgdom*       . 

Cc4  a.  That 
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Geo.  L      8-  'I'l^^  ^^  ^^^^7  ^^  ^^  aA->book  of  the  Soudi-Seaeom* 
1720-21.  P*"y  of  S74>SO°''  »ock»  pretendcdto  be  fold  for  1,21 3,5751. 

^ ^^Hiyftpn  the  4th  of  February  1719,  and  the  (2th  of  AprU 

following,  was  contrived  with  defign  to  conceal  the  names  of 
perfonsy  for  whofe  benefit  ftock  was  taken  in  by  the  com- 
pany* 

9.  That  every  perfon,  for  whom  |bck  was  taken  in  of 
hdd,  fuch  ftocl;  being  part  of- the  S74>5<^o'*  pretended  to 
ht  fold  by  the  South-Sea  company,  mm  die  4tb  of  February 
17 19,  to  the  12  of  April,  without  money  paid,  or  fuflt- 
cient  feqiirity  given  for  the  acceptance  of,  and  p^vment  fbrv 
fuch  ftock,  he  obliged  to  pay  to  the  company  all  f^ich  fuif» 
of  money,  as  have  been  received  by  way  of  difference,  or 
otherwife,  for  fujch  ftock. 

to.  That  the  addition  of  250,000!.  to  the  firft  Moofiy- 
fubfcription,  after  it  had  been  declared  to  have  been  opened 
for  tw6  millions,  and  the  addition  of  500,oooL  to  the  fe- 
f:ond  money-'fubfcription,  after  it  had  been  declared  to  be 
opened  for  one  milUon,  were  fraudulently  contrived  to  give 
corrupt  advantages  to  particular  perfons,  and  were  injurious 
^  %q  public  credit. 

Upon    thefe   refolutions,   a    bill  was    brought   in,   fb^ 
the  relief  of  the  unhappy  fuiFerers  in  the  South-Sea-oomr 
pany. 
M   Stui-       mr.  Stanhope  one  of  the  fecretaries  of  the  TreaTury,  ha« 
|M>Pf*t.fJer  vingbeen  charged,  in  the  report  of  the  fecret  committee,  fcir 
having  large  quantities  of  ftock  and  fubfcriptions  held  for 
him,  prefled  the  houfe,  that  a  {hort  day  might  be  appointed 
to  examine  the  matter,  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity 
to  clear  himfelfr    A  day  being  appointed,  feveral  of  die  di-* 
re£lors  and  others  were  ordered  to  attend,  who  were  exa« 
mined  concerning  the  charge  againft  him,  confifting  of  two 
arrides:  i.  That  io,oop  1.  South-Sea  ftock  was  taken  infer 
his  benefit  by  Mr.  Knight,  without  any  valuable  confidefa- 
tion;  and  thlat  the  difference,  arifing  by  the  advanced  price 
thereof  had  been  paid  him  out  of  the  cafh  of  the  South-Sea 
company.    2.     That   Turner    and    company  had  bought 
50,000  !•  ftock,  at  a  low  price,  of  the  South-S^  company, 
in  the  name,  and  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Stanhope,  die  d^^ 
ference    of   the    advanced    price  whereof,    amountiiM;    to 
250,000!.  had  been  paid  him  by  Sir  Geoi^  Cafwafand 
company.    To  prove  thefe  articles,  the  fecret  comnHttiet 
caufed  th^  examinatipns  of  Sir  John  Blunt,  Mr.  Holdjidif 
Mr.  Sawbridge,  Mr.  Henry  Blunt,  and  others,  to  be  read, 
and  thofe  perfons  thcmfelves  to  l^  examined  ^  but  feme  of 

theuR 
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Aem  rasfaer  ^mikened  tbsait  eonfintied  thetr  fornier  depdU  Geou  I4 
tions.    Sir  John  Blunt,  in  paiticular,  owned,  as  to  the  firft  ty^^M^ 
article^  that  Mr.  Knight  had  fliewn  him  a  letter,  which  he  ■  '  ■      *m 
fold  him  was  figned  by  Mr.  Statlhope,  defiring  htm  to  take 
io,oool.  ftack  for  him ;  but  that  he  did  not  Icnow  whether 
that  letter  was  genuine,  nor  what  was  become  of  k :  Antd^ 
as  for  die  50,000  i.  Ih)ck  transferred  to  the  Sword-Blade 
company  in  Mr.  Stanhope's  name,  Mr.  Sawbridge  and  Mr. 
Turner  owned  they  had  made  ufe ,  of  Mr.  Stanhope's  name 
without  his  privity  or  confent.    After  the  examinations,  and 
theanim^dverfionsof  the  members  of  the  (ecret  committee^ 
Mr.   Stanhope  faid,  ^  That,  for  fome  years  paft,  he  had 
lodged  all  the  money  he  was  mafter  x>f  in  Mr.  Knight* s    ' 
hands,  and  whatever  ftock  Mr.  Knight  had  taken  in  for  him9 
he  had  paid  a  valuable  confideration  for  it.*    And  as  for  the 
.50,000).  be  €Ould  not  anfwer  for  what  had  been  done  with- 
out his  confentt*    When  the  qaeftion  was  put,  whether  he 
was  concerned  in  the  manner  reprefented  by  the  two  articles^ 
he  was  cleared,  though  by  three  voices  only,  180  againft 
J77. 

A  few  days  after.  Sir  George  Cafwal  having  been  heard  In 
his  place,  it  was  refolved  by  the  commons,  '  That  it  ap- 
peared to  the  houfe,  that  Sir  George  Cafwal,  one  of  the  co- 
anets  of  Turner  and  company,  and  a  member  of  the 
e,  did,  on  tbei4th  of  December  1720,  after  the  houfe 
liad  berun  to  inquire  into  the  condu£l  of  the  dire6iors  of  the 
fioutb-oea  company,  order  Daniel  Watkins,  one  of  the 
kook'-ketpers  of  Turner  and  company,  to  erafe,  in  feveral 
places  of  the  books,  the  name  of  Stanhope,  and  to  make  the 
lame  Stangape,  which  was  accordingly  done.  After  tbii 
and  fome.  other  refolutions  concerning  him,  a  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  brought  in,  to  make  the  mates  real  amd  peribnal 
ef  Sir  George  Cafwal,  Jacob  Sawbridge,  andElias  Turner^ 
aniwerabIeTOr2CO,oool  tqthe  South-Sea  company,  the  ad- 
vanced price  of  the  forementioned  50,6001.  South-Sea 
flock.  ^ 

The  cafe  of  the  earl  of  Sunderland  was  alfo  taken  into  tIm  <it!  or 
confideratioj).    By  ^e  report  of  the  fccret  committee  it  ap-  Sonderiaad'i 
peared,  that  50,0001.  ftock  had  been  taken  by  Mr.  Knight^ 
^r  the  eaii's  ufe,  without  anything  paid,  or  iecurity  given 
lor  payment  -for  die  fame.    The  houfe  feemed  to  be  intent 
vpon  die  inquiry:  A  warm  difpute  arofe,  and  much  was  faid 
for  aad  agatnft  him:  But,  upon  the  queftion,  the  vote  pa& 
led  in  his  favomr,  by  amajori^^  of  233  againft  132.  Kot- 
Hrjri|ftapding  th]s>  it  was  ^eneraBy  thought,  the  fecret  com* 

mi.tee 
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JG9(K  h  •  initteee  would  Hoc  bive  accnfed  the  prime  SMiiiObr^  if  dis 
•  -f 7ftC^-9^I»chaI|;e  bad  ndt  JMen at  leaA .pffobsiUe.    The esirtdid  not  le^ 
■  ii  ■  1 J I .      the  C0ttiidei3ce  of  bis  mafter,  though  be  reigned  .bi^  poft  of 
£rft  comouiEatter  of  xbe  treafury,  which  was  ghren  to  Mr, 
WaIpole»  a^  oofi  of  t)^  ipoft  dpaUe  to  bold  \t  in  f^ch 


^  tical  ctrcumflaacfiS, 
Ut.  Aifla-  Mn  AHbbie  did  not  efcape  fo  wetl  as  the  e^r)  of  Scrnder- 
S*  bS^  latid.  When  that  part  of  the  report  of  the  fecret  committee 
^^  which  rdated  to  Mr.  ^i&Tisift^  came  to  be  confidered,  VlK 

.Hawes's  depofition  againft  him^  ^  That  he  bad  catiibd  the 
book  of  accounts  between  diem  to  be  burnt,  and  giveofaim  a 
dtfcharge  for  the  b^ance,  amouotingto  842,000!/  appeared 
.  $9  ftrong,.  that  the  commons  cam^  to  fevcral  reibbitiofts  »- 
^.gainjQ;  hmi,  paxticularly,.  that  he  had  promoisd  kbe  defirac^ 
live  execution  of  the  South-nSea  (cheme,  with  a  yysw  tk  bis 
own  exoibitant  profit,  and  combined  with  the  iixtSbom  in 
^ir  permcions  praflkes,  to  the*  ruin  of  the  pnUic  citdk  y 
and  therefore  be  was  expelled  tbc  boufe^  apd  ordered  to'be 
conmiitted  to  die  Tower. 
Vt,  Cragg»       Mr.  Craggs  would  have  been  called  to  an  account  on  the 
fa»difs,      J  j^jjj  of  Mdrch,  bat  he  happened  to  die  thd  day  bdbft  of  a 
Jkthargic  fit,  leaving  behind  him  an  immcnfe  eftate  to  be  di- 
vided among  bis  three  daughters,  wko  wens  mtirficd  to^hrep 
members  of  parliament,  Mr.  Trefbfis,  Mr.  Newfiiaai^  aa^ 
Mf «  Elliot.    About  fix  werks  after  b»  deaths  the  tcmtoatk 
A^vrng  taken  d^far.  Craggs's  ailtur  into  confid^ation^^  it  Wat 
lefolved^  that  a  large  quantity  of  Soutb*Sea  flDck  bad  bcdl| 
Jield  by  the  compaay  for  hit  uib,  and  tbat  he  was 
•aocomidice  with  Robert  Kn^ht,  and  fome  of  the 
in  carrying  on  their  fcaodaioua  pfaAipes ;  and  l)^«f<Bre  tbat 
all  thr  eftate  hp  was  pofieffed  of  from  the  ift  td-  ficdunbcv 
1x719,  ihould  be  applied  towards  the  relief  ofi'll^e  vnbc|ipy 
'    fuflSsrers  in  the  Soudk*Sea.   ... 
^^!?*^  h  *    '^^  dire&ora  having  xkUveitd,  in  the  inventoriei:  of  dicit 
l^j^^^efbtes,  it  wasddatpd#hataUowan6es  (hould  be  given tbcmi 
•Bteftkeir  Mr.  Lowndes  propofed  an  eighth  part:  But  it  wasobjefied^ 
fiicb  anailovfance  w6itld  bfe  tob  isnxAh  for  fodte  who  bad  tbo 
largefl  eftates^  and  confequently  b«d  been  deqpcft  in  the 
guilt ;  and  too  litde  fcnr  odiets  who  bad  ba^  foiaH  cftaae^ 
And  were  only  paffively  criminal^  by  not  entfringtbeir  difloH 
to  the  fraudiuent  management  of  die  ttSu    It  wm  nl:  bA 
agreed^  that  the  affair  of  each  diredlor  (bouMbeputicularlf 
confideredf  and  more  or  le&  £ivour  fliewn,  according  tetbey 
fliould  appear  more  or  leis  guilty.     The  connont  begi^ 
wkb  tbe  fub  and  dejmrf ♦gafssiioi:^  ^  proceeded  alphabe- 
tically 
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ticaHy  to  the  reft.  The  talue  «f  their  eft^es^  sk  given  in  G^w  It ) 
Itpon  oath,  amouiiied  to  ab^ut  2>p  14(000  If  «f  which  1790-21, 
334,000).  was  left  to  the  proprietors  (a^,  ^ 

Mr, 


(a)  The  debates  in  the  flfrand 
^(MEniiiittee  aboiit  fettling  toe  al- 
lowances were  as  follows : 
.  They  began  with  Sir  John 
Fellows,  the  fub-goyemor,  iii 
whoTe  behalfMr.  Slopes  xpoved, 
f  That,  finceit  did  not  appear 
that  he  had  been  to  adive  in 
the  late  vile  and  pemicioas  prac- 
tice, aa  fojne  others,  he  ndight 
be  allowed  ao^eooi*  oiHof  bis 
fftate*'  Mr,  Hangerford  wdi^ 
ced  it  to  15,000!.  others  is^ 
I  a»ooo  L  and  Mr.  Walpole  ha? 
Tiog  at  lail  propofed  lo^qool^ 
at  was  agreed  to  without  any  di-: 
vifion.  Mr.  Joye,  the  deputy* 
governor,  appearing  to  have 
ptcn  deeply  concernfd  in  th^ 
gnilc,  it  was  agre^dito  allow  hiif 

i;*Q0ol.  The  iame  foaa  was  al-^ 
tmed  Mr.  Aflell :  And  th^ 
oueftion  being  put  to  allow  Siv 
JLambcrt  Blackwell,  10,000  h 
bme  propofing  only  5»ooo  1.  it 
was  carried  for  the  former  by  j| 
laajority  of  four  voices,  Oni? 
Iimndred  and  twelve  againll 
cote  hundred  and  eight.  The 
•llowaace  to  Sir  John  Bluiit  oc- 
cafioned  a  long  debate.  Mr. 
JLaare»ce  Cartor  moved  to  al* 
low  him  one  IhilUn^  only ;  tlvc 
lord  Jao^es  Cavendifh,  1,000 1. 
Mr.  Plammer;^  5, 000 1.  Sir  Jo- 
seph Jekyll,  iQ,oool.  which 
was  feconded  by  general  RoiTe, 
the  lord  Molefw^th,  Mr*  Jef- 
freys, and  Mr.  Wtnd(br :  But 
Mr.  Sloper,  Mr.  |ohn  Smith, 
Mr.  Horace  Waipole^  and  Mr. 
Milner,  weie  of  opinion,  that 
he  ought  to  he  moft  feverely 

£'  uniihed.  Mr.  Sloper  rai4.  That 
e  was  grown  to  that  height  of 


pride  and  intblemie,    that  het 
could  not  give  a  civil  anfwer  to 
pprib^s  far  above  him ;  inftan- 
cing  in  his  behaviont  one  day  at 
the  Treasury,  when  a  relatioi^ 
of  ^  great  ^au  aiking  Sir  Johi^ 
in  his  (Mr.  Sloper^s)  hearings 
for  a  fubfcMUoi^    SJ-  Jt)hv, 
with  a  great  deal  of  contenipt^ 
bid  him  *  go  to  his  coaf  ci  Waji*. 
P^i  aH^defiM  him  to  4*11  h^a 
^k.  in  the-Bank,  and  by  that 
lueansKe  might  be  (uppUed. 
Mr.  W^po}e  ei^tere4  fuify  iato 
Sir  John  Blunt/s  life  and  cha« 
ra^er^  and  Qiewe^,  that  he  ha4 
heei^  2^  proje^or  of  mtipny  ycaxi 
(landing,  and  had  been  tne  aun 
thoro/ieveral  fal^iousichemeii 
by  which  unwary  people  had 
beei^  dr^wii  into  their  utter  ruin^ 
particularly  in  a  proje^k  for  the 
linen    manufailure,     X^  ^^ 
Mr.  Horace  Walpole  added^ 
^  That  was  not  the  Jirft  ;  for 
ihere  was  a  gentleman,  who  fat 
next  to  him,  meanii^g  Mr.  Tef* 
fop,  whom  Sir  |ohn  Blunt  had 
dr^wn  i&to  a  p^ojed  fbr  bring- 
ing water  to  London  from  a 
gyqsit  dii(ance,   which  was  to 
ouudo  th^  New-River  waters 
by  which  the  fubfcribers  loil  all 
their  money,  thoi^h  Sir  loha 
himielf  got  fome  thoufancis  by 
It :'  This  Mr.  Jeflbp  confirmea. 
However,  the  lord  HI  aching- 
broke  moved  for  allowing  Mr 
John  Blunt  10,000 1.  but  the 
queilioa  bein^  put  for  allowing 
him  i^oool.  It  was  carried  ip 
the  affirmative  by  a  majority  of 
one  hundred  thirty-eignt  againft 
ni(ietv.four« 

1  I . 
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Ge<K  L       Mr.  Aillabie^s  afiair  occafioned  debates  propoitKmaU»  te 
1721.    his  great  riches,  and  the  multitude  of  his  friends.    He  was 

al- 


The  ntxt  iillQwavce  in  debate 
was  for  Sir  Robert  Chaplin,  for 
whom  the    lord  Molefworth, 
Sir  Jdm  Eylesy  and  other  mem- 
bers fpok'e ;  and  it  was  agreed, 
without  dividing,  to  allow  him 
io,oooh    The  Tame  allowimce 
was  given  to  Sit  William  Chap* 
inan»    Mr.  Chefter,    and  Mr. 
Child.    A  motion  beine  made 
io  give  Mr  De  la  Porte  tte  like 
iiim,  die  lord  Molefworth  was 
for  reducing  it  to  7,000!.  but 
vpon  the  queftion  it  was  cvned 
for  10,000 1,  by  a  inajority  of 
one  hundred  and  kfty  againft 
fixty-nine.    The   csk  of  Sir 
Francis  Eyles  appearing  in  fo 
favourable  a  light,  that  he  was 
allowed  20,0001.  without  divi- 
ding,   Mr.  Bdmondfon's  eftate 
amounting  to  little  more  than 
c,ooo  1,  it  was  ntoved  to  aHow 
him  the  whole,  and  leave  him 
out  of  the  bill ;  but,  after  (ome 
debate,  it  was  agreed  to  allow 
him  only  3,0001.  The  queftion 
being  put  to  allow  Mr.  Gibbon 
15,000  or  10,000 1.  it  was  car- 
ried for  the  latter  without  divi- 
ding.   It  appearing,  that  Si^ 
Winiam  Hammond  and  Mr. 
Gore  had  little  or  no  (hare  in 
the  fraudulent  contrivances  of 
the  leading  diredors,  Mr.  Gore 
was  allowed  20,000 1.  and  Sir 
William  Hammond    10,000 1. 
It  was  propofed  to  give  Mr. 
Hawes,  late  receiver-gcneral  of 
the  cuftoms,  i,qoo1.     Bat,  Sir 
Nathaniel  Gould,  and  fome  o- 
ther  members,  having  obi<irved, 
that  he  was  very  adive  in  the 
late  vile  prances,  and  had  oc- 
cafioned the  ruin  of  many  peo- 


ple.   Mr.  Doaniniqne  moved, 
aind  it  was  agPMd  to  aBow  ]um 
only  3 1 1.  the  odd  money  of  his 
inventory.    Several    membera 
fpoke  ih  favour  of  Mr.  H<»icy, 
particularly  the  lordHinching-* 
broke  and  Sir  Robert  Rich,  who 
moved  forallowing  him  1  o/x>ol* 
which  was  carried  without  a  cii- 
vifion.    It  was  then  debated, 
whediertoallowMr.  Holditdhi 
$00 1.  i,oool.  orc,oool.  The 
voices  were  et^ually   divided, 
eiehty-fix  and  eighty<*fix;  upon 
whidh  Mr.  Clayton,  thochab-- 
man,  gave  the  ca^ing^  vote  lot 
i^tOooi.  which  met  with  gene-« 
ral  approbation.    Mr.  Horace 
Walpole  and  Sir  Richard  Steele 
(^ke  in  favour  of  Sir  Theodore 
Janfien,  and  were  anfwered  bj 
general  Rofle  and  the  mafter  en 
the  rolls.     But,  afrer  a  fiiiall 
debate,  Mr.  Tlrenchard  moved 
for  allowing  him  50,0001.  which 
was  carried  by  a  majority  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty <fonr  voices 
againft  one  hundred  and  eigh* 
teen.    Sir  Jacob  Jacobfon's  caia 
coming  next  under  conQderad- 
on,  Mr.  Hungerford  moved  for 
allowine  him  1 1,000 1.  which 
was  all  his  eftate,  except  481 L 
and  it  was  agreed  to  without  a 
negative.    Mr.  Ingram's  caft 
being  much  the  lame,  Mr.  Pul- 
teny  moved  for  allowing  him 
1 2,000 1.    near  three  parts  in 
ibur  of  his  eftate ;  and,  being 
feconded  by  the  lord  Hinching«> 
broke,  it  was  carried  without  £- 
viding.    Sir  Jchn  Lambert  was 
allowed  5,0001.  without  a  di« 
vifion,    as   was    Sir  Harcoort 
Maftersi    and    Mr.    Morlejr 
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allowed  all  the  eftate  he  was  pofleflkd  of  on  the  20th  of  Geo.    L 
OAober  17 18.  His  country-houfe,  gardens,  and  park,  with    1721. 
bis  wife's  jewels^  and  houfhold  goods,  were  all  excepted  from 
the  forfeiture. 

Soon  aftairt  an  zSt  pailed  for  raifing  money  upon  the  eflates 
cf  the  fub  and  deputy-governors,  caihier,  deputy-caihier, 
aiMl  accountant  of  the  South-Sea  company,  and  of  Mr.  Aif* 
labie  and  Mr.  Craggs,  towards  making  good  the  damages 
fuflained  by  the  company,  and  for  diiablmg  fuch  of  thefe  per^ 

fons^ 


1,800 1.  near  his  whole  eftate. 
Mr.  Page  had  an  allowaiice  of 
10,0001.  without  dividing.  Mr. 
Heyiham  moved  for  allowing 
colonel  Raymond  jo^oool.  ana, 
being  feconded  by  Mr.  Tufbel, 
the  attomev-gentiral,  and  Mr. 
Hunger&rd^  no  oppofition  was 
made  to  that  motion.  Mr.  Slo- 

Sir  moved  ibr  allowinj^  Mr. 
cad  IO9000 1.  He  was  iecond- 
ed  by  Sir  John  Ward  and  Mr. 
Docminique»  and  the  motion 
carried  without  a  debate ;  as 
was  the  allowance  of  14,000 1. 
to  Mr.  >  Reynolds.    Mr.  Hun- 

ferford  moved  for  allowine  Mr. 
awbridge  10,000 1.  and  was 
oppofedby  Mr.  Lowndes,  the 
lord  Molelworth,  Sir  Adolphas 
Oaghton,  and  Mr.  HoraceWal- 
pole.  But  another  member  mo- 
ving for  5,000 1.  it  was  agreed 
to  without  a  divifion.  Mr.  Til. 
lard  had  in  like  manner  an  al« 
lowance  of  15,000!.  and  Mr. 
Tomer  8,00 1.  which  was  near 
hi$  whole  eftate.  The  cafe  of 
Mr.Surmaa,the  deputy-caihier, 
occa£oned  a  debate  of  about  an 
hour  and  a  half.  He  had  not 
the  beft  chara£ter  amongft  the 
offenders ;  but,  aflingonly  as  a 
/ervaut,  and  by  the  command 
of  Mr.  Knight,  or  the  diredors, 
feveral  members  thought  there 


Ihonld  be  a  mitigadon  in  hia 
punifhment,  as  there  was  in  his 
crime.  Mr.  Grey  Kevill  ftre* 
nuoufly  infifted,  that  he  might 
be  left  out  of  the  bill.  Another 
member  moved  to  allow  him 
^o,oOol.Mr.Hungerford  would 
nave  reduced  it  to  20*000 1.  Mr« 
Lechmereto  i2,oool.  and  two 
other  members  to  10,000  and 
5,000 1.  All  thefe  were  oppo- 
sed by  Sir  Tofeph  Jekjrll,  fer- 
jeant  Pengelly,  and  Mr.  Horace 
Walpole,,  who  would  not  have 
allowed  him  above  20  or  )o  L 
but  at  laft  the  queftion  being 
put  ;for  allowing  him  5,0001! 
It  was  wreed  to  without  divi^ 
ding.  Mr.  Arthur  Moore  mo« 
ved  for  allowing  John  Grigfby, 
accountant  to  the  South-Sea 
company,  1 0,000 1.  Butano« 
thcr  member  faid,  *  That,  finco 
that  upftart  was  once  fo  prodi-^ 
gaily  vain,  as  to  bid  his  coach- 
man feed  his  horfes  with^ld»  ' 
no  doubt  but  he  could  feed  on 
ithimielf:  And  therefore  he 
moved  he  might  be  allowed  as 
much  gold  as  he  could  eat ;  and 
that  the  reft  of  the  eftate  might 
go  towards  the  relief  of  the  fufr 
ferers.'  However,  a  motion 
being  made  for  allowing  hua 
2,000 1.  it  was  carried  wxdiottt 
dividing. 


The 
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Q^.    h  iohs,  as  were  living,  to  hold  any  place^  or  fit  in  parliament 
1 721.    for  Uie  future. 

The  foUowing  of  the  e^tes  and  allbwancei  were  as  fellows  : 

Inventories.        Allowanoes. 


Sk  John  FeIIows»  fab  governor 
Mr.  Charles  Joye,  depaty*gov. 

I»r.  Aftell     — . 

Sir  John  Blunt 


Sir  Lambert  Blackwell 
Sir  Roger  Chaplin     — 
Sir  WiTliam  Chapman 
Mr.  Chefter    — - 
Mr.  Child 
Mr.  Delaport 
Mr.  Eylcs     — 
Mr.  Bdmondfon 
Mr.  Gibbon 
Mr.  Gore 
Mr.  Hawes 
Sir  William  Hammond 
Mr.  Horfey    ■■■ 

Mr.  Holditch    . 

Sir  Theodore  Janffen    - 

Sir  Jacob  Jacoofon  '  — 

Mr.  Ingram       ' 

Sir  John  Lambert 

Sir  Harcourt  Matters 

Mr.  Morlcy     — — 

Mr.  Page 

Mr.  Raymond 

Mr.  Read 

Mr.  Re3mold5 

Mr.  ^wbridge 

Mr.  q|llard 

Mr. 


irner 


Mr.  Si|rman>  dcputy-cafhicr  — 
Mr.  Grigiby     — —     ■ 

Some  alterations  were  after- 
wards made  in  thefe  allowances. 
Mr.  Aftell  had  10,000 1.  inftead 
of  5,oooI.  Sir  John  Blnnt 
5000 1,  inftead  of  i^oool.  Sir 
lambert  Blackwell  1 5,000  K 
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inftead  of  10,000 1.  and  Mr. 
Hawes  5,000 1.  inftead  of  3 1 L 
A  motion  was  made,  to  reduce 
Sir  Theodore  Janflen's  allow* 
ance  to  30,000 1.  bat  it  wasre- 
jedted/ 

When 
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When  Ae  motion  was  made  in  the  houfe  of  ccMnmon^Geo.  L    > 
tor  pining  Mr.  AiAabie  ia  the  fasfie  bill  with  the  direOan^  •  i7!Zi. 
lus  friends  reprefented  the  hardihip^)r  putting  a  man  <^  hisi  n^ 

eAittence  oH  the  fame  level  witfc  dies),  aod  the  danger  of 
fuch  a  prefident :  But  it  was  to  no  purpofe,  for  the  mctioh 
Was  approved*  Mr.  Aiflabie,  when  the  biU  was  depending . 
in  the  houfe  of  lords,  petitioned  to  be  heard  by  his  council. 
He  was  himfelf  heard  at  their  bar,  and  ijiiade  two  very  long 
awi  eloquent  ^eeches  in  his  defence,  but  they  met  with  more 
applaufe  than  fuccefs,  for  the  bill  pafled  as  fent  up  by  the . 
cooamons. 

After  dMfe  prooeedings  againft  the  managers  of  the  Sonth-  Rero]a6«» 
Sea  fcheme,  the  commons,  with  the  iame  moderation  and  ^^*I^^ 
wtfdom,    a|>{died  themfelres  to  repair  the  mifchie6  thatseafuifaeat 
feheme  had  produced,  and  at  feveral  times  came  to  the  fol«  '  . 

lowing  refiJutions :  . 

« 

L  That,  for  the  re-eftablifbing  of  public  credit,  relief  be 
g^ven  to  the  South-^ea  company,  mik  regard  to  die  payment 
of  the  4, 1 56,306  L  and  the  four  years  and  half's  purchafe  on 
liie  annuities  and  other  national  debts,  the  company  giving 
fuch  contideration  to  the  proprietors,  as  the  houfe  (hall  thinks 
proper. 

II.  That,  in  order  to  pui  an  end  to  all  dtfputes  between 
tJie  company  and  the  proprietors  of  the  redeemable  funds^ 
and  of  the  fecond,  third,  and  fourth  money-fubfcriptons^ 
who  have  fiock  allowed  them  at  400 1.  per  cent,  with  the  ** 

Midfummer  dividend,  anadditionof  331.  68*  8d.  be  given 
«o  the  pioprietors  by  the  company. 

'  IIL  That  the  feven  millions,  payable  to  the  public  by  die 
companvy  be  remitted  fo,  as,  from  the  24th  of  June  1722^ 
two  nnllions  of  the  fiock  be  annihilated,  and  a  proportionable 
{lartoftheir  annuity  or  yearly  fund,  from  that  tiine,  ceafe« 

IV.  That  the  (ecojld  fubfcription  of  the  irredeemables  bn 
tnade  equal  to  the  £rft,  by  an  addition  of  flock  at  150  ^  per* 
cent. 

V.  That  all  the  flock  belonging  to  the  company,  which^ 
after  the  propofed  diflribution,  fball  remain  undifpofed  of, 
fiiall  be  divided  among  the  proprietors. 

VL  That  fuch  perfons  as  have  borrowed  money  of  thq 
company  upon  South -Sea  flock,  or  upon  fubfcription  receipts, 
ibau,  upon  payment  of  lol.  percent,  be  di&harged  from  all 
flkture  demands. 

VII.  That  all  contraAs  for  the  fale  or  purchafe  of  fubforip* 
tions  or  ftodc  of  the  South- ScSi  company,   or  any  other, 

which 
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Geo.    I^  which  fliall  ^be  peifdntied  before  the  2^h  of  September 
tj%u    next,  be  entered  m  books  before  the  ift  of  Noveml^r  next^ ' 
or  elfe  be  roid, 

VIIL  That  no  fpedal  bail  be  required  for  any  adion 
brought  upon  any  contrad,  fince-the  ift  of  December  17191:' 
for  the  fale  or  purchare  of  any  fubfeription  ot  ftock. 

IXa  That  no  execution  be  awarded^  or  any  judgment  ob- 
tained in  any  fuch  a£tion,  till  the  end  of  theteffionof  parlia^^ 
ment^  which  fhall  be  next  after  the  29th  of  September  ca« 
ftting. 

A.  Th;^  all  contrafts  for  the  fale,  or  purchafe  of  any  fiib« 
fcripdon  or  ftock,  unperformed  before  the  a9th  of  September 
next,  where  the  feller,  or  the  perfon  on  whofe  bdialf  fuch 
contrad  was  made,  was  not,  at  the  time  of  fuch  contrad^ 
or  within  a  time  to  be  limitted,  a6hxally  pofiefled  of  or  io'^ 
titled  to  fuch  fubfeription  or  ftock,  fliall  be  declared  null  and 
YOid. 

With  thele  refolutiond^  the  comnwna  prefented  to  the  king 
an  addrefs,  demdnftrating  botU  the  neceffity  and  wiidom 
of  their  proceedings^  and  which  defonn^  tb  be  inferted  at 
large: 

_  _  • 

*  We  your  majefty*s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fub|6fis,  the 
commons  of  Great- Britain  in  parliament  aflembled,  beihg^ 
lenfibly  affedcd  with  the  mifery  and  calamities,  that  hare 
befallen  great  numbers  of  your  majefty*^  faithfiil  fulijeAs^ 
occa^oned  by  the  heavy  loffes  they  have  fuftainedy  from  the 
fatal  execution  of  the  South-Sea  fcheme ;  and  taking  into 
our  ferious  confideration  the  low  ftate  of  public  and  private 
credit,  which  it  feems  impoffible  to  us  fliouldever  revive  un- 
der the  prefent  uncertain  and  unfetded  pofture  of  afiSurs, 
have  come  to  feveral  refolutions,  which  we  humbly  beg 
leave  to  lay  before  ^our  majefty^ 

When  we  iirft  tfntered  upon  the  confideration  of  tUs  ex- 
tenfive  and  perplexed  affair,  we  thought  it  moftadvifieableta 
leave  every  man's  property  to  be  determined  by  due  courfe  of 
law,  and  were  of  opinion,  that  no  relief  6r  abatement  could 
properly  be  prefcribed  or  given,  but  from  the  South-Sea  com* 
pany.  But,  the  difcontents  of  the  people  daily  increafing, 
and  the  uncertain  and  doubtful  events,  that  threatened  very 
gr  i  .and  valuable  properties,  creating  fuch  infinite  anxieties 
and  difIatisfa£Uon,  as  had  a  moft  fatal  and  general  influence 
upon  all  public  and  private  credit,  the  interpofition  of  pailia* 
m^t  became  uoavoidable>  and  we  found  ourfelves  under  a 

nocefity 
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ncceffity  of  refuming  the  confideration  of  this  nice  and  intri*  Geo.  1  * 
cate  matter>  and  to  endeavour  to  remove,  as  far  as  poffible^    1721^ 
the  chief  and  greate&inconveniencies.  'm^ 

.  The  greateft  difficulty  in  remedying  thefe  mifchiej^  feemed 
tQ  arife  trom  the  feveraL  contending  interefts  engaged  in  the .' 
South-Sea  company,  which  made  it  imix)jaihle  to  give  relief  . 
to  fome  but  at  the  expence  of  others :  And  as  all  the  new 
proprietors,  as  well  thofe  concerned  in  the  public  fund^,  as 
the  other  adventurers,  were  equally  impofed  upon  by  the  ' 
artifices  of  the  late  dire<Slors,  and  equally  drawn  in  by  thei^ 
own  t«o  gitat  credulity  and  deiire  of  gain ;   to  have  dif* 
charged  any  particular  fett  had  been  not  only  an  injuftice  to 
the  reft,  but,  bv  diflblving  the  whole  (Vftem,  had  involved 
them  in  utter  rum,  which  made  a  diftrioution  of  lofles,  and  , 
fomc  abatement  to.  all,  abfolutely  neceiTary.    It  was  indeed  -^ 
very  much  to  be  wifhed,  that  luch  eafe  could  have  been 
given  to  the  proprietors  of  the  public  debts,  as  would  have 
made  their  property  as  valuable  to  them,  as  they  had  en-  . 
joyed  it  ibr  many  vears :  But,  as  they  had  voluntarily  con- 
fented  to  take  ftocK  at  fome  rate  or  other,  even  at  the  time . 
when  they  law  the  flock  raifed  to  thehigheft  pitch,  the  giv-  . 
ing  ftock  at  one  and  the  fame  place  to  them  and  all  others, 
that  were  moft  immediately  concerned,  make  theproviiion  as 

i'utt  and  equitable,  as  the  nature  of  the  thing  will  admit;  ic 
leing  impra£bicable,  fo  far  to  reconcile  the  different  interefts 
in  this  general  concern,  as  to  make  the  conditions  of  thofe 
equal,  that  had  engaged  themfelves  at  different  rates,  and 
upon .  unequal  terms  • . 

^  The  great  and  principal  mifchiefs  arofe  from  feveral  con- 
curring circumftances;  from  the  hard  terms  of  moft  of  the 
pi^rietors,  accafioned  by  the  high  prices  at  which  they  had 
purchafed  ftock,  or  the  exceiEve  rates,  at  which,  as  well  the 
proprietors  of  public  debts,  as^  the  money- fubfcribers,  had 
obliged  themfelves  to  take  ftock ;  from  the  demand  of  above 
feyen  millions,  payable  to  the  public,  which  could  only  be 
raifed  out  of  the  properties  of  thofe,  that  were  already  too 
great  fufferers,  and  which  rendered  the  company  incapable 
of  giving  them  any  further  eafe  or  relief 3  from  the  difputes  - 
andcontefts  at  law,  which  were  prepairing  to  be  carried  otif 
not  only  between  the  company  and  the  fubfcribers  of  the . 
redeemable  funds,^  but  between  infinite  numbers  of  private 
perfon$,  engaged  in  contra£b  for  the  fale  and  purchafe  of 
ftock  and  fubfcriptions ;  from  the  impoi&bility  of  the  money- 
fubfcribers  making  any  farther  payments  v  f^rom  the  great  lofs 
tbe  (Company  had  fuftained  by  the  late  ^ireftors,  having  lent 

Vol/XIa*  Dd  •Mt 
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G^ec.  I.  out  ab6ve  eleven  millions  of  the  coitapahy's  money^ 
1 71 1.    aAy,  Of  wiChbut  ftifficient  fecority ;  and  ffom  the  very  Htdc 

'  'T"  '  'profp^^  ^  recovering  any  confiderable  part  diereof;  whiiQat 
which  it  was  impoi&bte  for  the  company  to  comply  with  the 
ddmatid  of  the  public,  but  at  the  infinite  expenceand  infiip- 
pdrtable  lofs  of  all  their  adventures,  which  muft  have 
proved  deftrudive  to  the  t^e  and  ci^dit  of  the  idng* 

dOiia; 

Thefe  considerations  induced  us  to  come  to  the  foregoii^ 
reMuti4E>ns ;  being,  as  we  conceive,  the  moft  proper  meamr 
to]&\\re  relief  to  ftich  of  their  proprietors,  as  moft  wanted 
a^d  defefved  it ;  to  put  an  end  to  all  difputes  at  law ;  and  to 
filtj  fettle  and  afcertain  the  feveral  proprietors,  and  interefts 
o^  in  perfons  concerned  with  the  South-Sea  company ;  tcr 
iAivet  iiifinice  numbefs  of  your  majcfty's  good  fubjeAs  firom 
tlie  2({(prehehfion  of  vexatious  law-fuits  and  profecuttons,  and 
ffbtti  tiit  farther  demand  of  fuch  exceifive  fums  of  money,  as 
muft  ffaik  and  deprefs  all  public  and  private  credit. 

And  as  the  greateft  mifchiefs,  wnich  we 'now  fo  jitfEhr 
complain  of  Have  arifen  from  the  unwarrantable  methoOT 
ufed  by  the  late  diredors  of  the  South-Sea  cotepany,  m 
fdFmg  and  dSfpofmg  of  fach  part  of  their  increafed  capital 
flbclb,  as  belonged  to  the  company;,  to  remove  Aich  a  fbun- 
daticHi  of  {{ock-iobbing;  and  to  prevent  the  like  fatal  con- 
feq^uences  for  the  futnre,  w^  thought  it  neceflary  to  take 
cafe,  that  all  the  increafed  capital  flock  bdonging  to  the 
c<)mpany,  which,  after  the  propofbd  difbfbution  is  made, 
fhali  remain  undifpofed  or  be  divided  among  all  the  pro* 
pfietors  of  the  company,  in  proportion  to  their  feveral  and 
rctfpcjdlivc  interefls. 

Thefe  refolutions,  if  pafled  into  a  law,  and  duly  put  in 
etccirtion,  we  humbly  hope  will  tend  very  much  to  the  re- 
eAablifhinorof  public  credit,  to  the  quieting  of  the  mind^of 
-  your  majc9y*s  fub]c6b,  and  contribute  tomeeafe  and  rdief 
of  great  numbers,  though  not  fnificient  to  give  fatisfaffion 
tO»  01*  repair  the  loiTes  oif  all  that  are  unhappBy  involved  in 
tire  prcfcnt  calamity^ 

"-  But,  as  the  antient  ufage  and  eftablilhed  rules  of  pulia- 
mcnt  make  it  impra£licable  for  us  to  prepare  bills  for  the 
royal  ailent,  during  the  prefent  feffion  of  parliament^  for 
fome  of  the  purpofes  contained  in  our  refolutions,  we  have 
humbly  prefumed  tq  lay  the  fame  before  yourmajelhr  fbryour 
royal  confideration ;  not  doubtingbut  that  your mmfty  will, 
o\it  of  your  great  wifilom  and  accuflomed  grace  andfgoodneft 
to  yoiiT  people,  asfoon  as  the  ptiblxc  and  private  fafflt,  na^ 

dc- 


^ipcridnig  ID  inriiaawaf,  iball  be  difpucfaed,  give  m  »  Geo;  |> 
mljt  opBQUMi^  of  pBK&ding  Cfah  ^eat  and  naccfirf    i^a^ 
workJ  •    " 

'  The. Ibb^  mtasaoik  for  anArer,  ^  Tfaat  he  had  fuchi  an/ in- 
tim  ttmiisncm  m  the:  pgriiassBnt/s  clbi]r  audi  afiedion  tobhim^ 
Mdikeir  zeal  &»  the  public  feiviQe,,  ti|at  he  fixouU  i/se»y  rea« 
dU^  coDpljr  iritk  vBbat  thejr  defied,  and  would  ibon  guee 
ihi^  apfortimtf  oS  jma%  vdiat  tAey  pmppfed  ftm  fettting 
aiad  oftiUifluqrtHa  credit  of  the  kii^uiA.'* 

TImi  K01II  dfijr  bel^  the  a9ih  o£  Jiftty^.  the  UogrcaoM  ter  a  pmoga. 
dM^  h^itfe  q€  pef)f»9*  ainid^  paffsig  th^  bills  that  wcoe;  ieady».  t'^n  0/  two 
lllief  fciA  ehiiDtfinpir  i»iQreg|ued  the  padkuoent  f«r  tsvro  da^^'^  ^P^^ 
M^  «>  ti^  lflAr#f  July,!  when  the  kifl^  came  agaioi  to^  choihepariit- 
hmUt  tf  i^rd^  aevL  oMile  tie  foUawing^  i^ck:  meotmcett 

« 

.  .     ^^  My  l9«d€  fwni  geAl&9)eil, 

^  ^v»H£  oecaflbtt  of  my  caning' you  together  aga^iH  ib» 
^  '^^  Mdtfily^  ik'til'giveyott  a^  oppeitumty  of  i^fiifnMig 
^  tte  eenidhnrhctiM  of  che  ftato  of  ptd>)ic  credit. 

^^  Gentlemen  ef  die  boulb  of  conimonli* 

•*  The  progrcfr,  that  you  made  in  this  aflFair  during  the 
^  lafl^fefEon,  laidftichafpundationof  thisneceffarywork, 
••  tjiat  tbei  world  is  ftdty  appriftd  of  what  is  rcafonably  tq  bcr 
••  hoped  for  at  this  prefent  conjunfture* 

•*  Mjrfords'.and  gentlemen, 

^'  I  muft  recommend  to  you,  all  poflible  difpatch^  and  atfi 
*f  perfiiaded»  that  at  tbi3  feafon  of  tbe  year  your  deliberation 
*^  win  be  confined  to  what  is  abfolutely  necelTary  upqathia 
V  ei^taorduui]^  Qccafion/' 

Purfuant  to  this  ftiort  fpecch,  the  comsnohs  came  again  to  ^„  ^^  j^^ 
th^ir  former  refolution,  and  ordered  a  bill  to  be  brought  infawurofctwk 
^ni^T  the  title,  of^  *  a  bill  for  making  pVovifions  to  reftore-Jo^  Sea 
^  public  credit*  which  fuffered  by  the  frauds  and  miftnanagc-  **™*^'»- 
•  Wfittt  of  the  late  South-Sea  directors  and  others.' 

This  bill  was  formed  upon  the  forementioncd  refolutions,  Rg^a^i^,  ^ 
ma4  it  mty  here  bp  obferved^  that  the  \vhQle  capital  ftoc)c,  tht  ad. 
i^t  tb^fnd  of  tbe  year  1720,  amounted  to  &bove  37,8otvQOoU 
md  tk«fto«ih  ajioifed  to  all  thf^  prpprietor$  in  their  fisveral 
Adfeft,  did  not  ai^^vpt  t9  »4)500>oool.     The  remmifig 
myiad  fliciB,  kkig.  about  ];3,3co,oodL  hdlp«ign(  to  the 

lijL  com- 
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Geo.  I.  company  in  their  corporate  capacity,  and  was  tbe  prbft  ari^^* 
2721.    (in^  from  the  execution  of  the  South-Sea  fcheme,  and  out  of 
■!  »     ■     whi  h  the  feven  millions  was  to  be  paid  to  the  public* 

When  this  fcheme  was  blown  up,  axul  the  cdamities  and 
ruin  attending  numberlefs  families  appeared,  the  parliament^ 
in  favour  of  the  unhappy  fufierers,  by  the  prefenta&  dirc£ted 
feveral  additions  to  be  made  to  the  ftock  of  the. proprietors 
out  of  the  ftock  poflfefTed  by  the  company,  in  their  own  ri^t, 
and  made  a  particular  diftribution  of  ffaock  which  amounted 
.  to  above  2,200,0.001.  and  upon  remitting  five  millions  of  the 
'  feven,  that  was  to  be  paid  to  the  puUic,  annihilated  two 
millions  of  their  capital,  which  was  iniifting  upon  the  pay- 
ment of  two  millions :  Then  they  ena£ted,  that,  after  thefe 
difiributions,  the  remaining  capital  ftock  fliould  be  dividel 
among  all  the  proprietors,  -which  came  to  33L  6s.  8<L  per- 
cent, and  this  took  from  the  company  above  8,900,0001. 

There  was  then  due,  and  owing  to  the  company,  above 
elevjsn  millions  for  money  lent  by  them  on  ftock  unredeeoied, 
fuid  of  this  the  parliament  difcharged  all  the  debtors  to  the 
company  upop  paying,  lol.  per  cent*  (wbicbibmedid  com- 
ply with,  and  others  refufed)  and  the  lo(s  to  the  company 
was  upon  this  article  above  6,900,000 1« 
,  This  a£t  gave  fome  relief  to  the  fufferers,  and  the  cries 
and  lamentations  of  undone  multitudes  were  le(s  heard,  but 
the  proprietors  of  the  ftock  loudly  complained  of  the  two 
millions  taken  from  them :  Upon  which  (as  will  hereafter 
be  related)  the  parliament,  in  «I723,  revived  the  two  mil- 
lions that  had  been  annihilated,  and  directed  it  to  be  diftri- 
buted  among  the  proprietors,  which  made  an  addition  of 
61.  5s.  to  every  mans  capital, 
petitions         Whilft  the  affair  of  the  South-Sea  was  depending  in  par- 
ud  Pam*    tiament)  petitions  from  counties,  cities,  and  boroughs,  were 
^^\  h    ^'^^^  "P*  crying  for  juftice,  and  pamphlets  were  daily  pub- 
Soi^-Sea^  ,liflied,  exafperating  the  minds  of  the  people  againft  the  douth- 
djredon      Sea  dire£lors  and  their  abettors.     But  the  loudeft  cries  for 
miidotken.  juftice  were  contained  in  letters  diredted  to  the  author  of  the 
London  Journal,  and  fuppofed  to  have  been  moftly  penned 
by  Mr.  Gordon,  under  the  borrowed  name  of  Cato  (a). 

The 

(a)  A  committee  was  ap-  London  Journal,  and  for  tlie 
pointed  to  inquire  into  the  au-  reputed  author  of  the  lecten, 
thors,  printers,  and  publifliers  but  the  y  both  kept  oat  of  the 
i>f  feditioas  libels.  They  fent  way.  Kfit,  the  printer  aad 
fpr  Mr.  Pcele,  publiibcr  of  the    publifiier  of  a  Weekly  joiiraal, 

wis 
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The  affairs  of  the  South-Sea  being  thus  fettled,  the  com-  Geo.  L 
pany  were  feon  in  condition  to  fatisfy  their  engagements  with    i '-  2 1 . 
the  public.    On  the  ttt  of  September  a  general  court  was        • 
held,  whidi  Sir  John  Eyies,  the  fub-governor,  opened  with  General 
a  speech,  fetting  forth  the  regulations  of  the  parliament,  ^^ourt  of  die 
^thont  which  Ae  direftors  would  have  been  involved  in  dif-  |!^*^i^"' 
llcttlties  infuperable,  and  confiiiions  without  end.     He  en- 
laiged  upon  his  msgefty's  care  of  their  interefts  in  the  late 
treaties  with  Spain,  and  upon  the  advantages  that  might  be 
gained  by  the  Affiento  Contrad,  to  which  end  the  directors 
were  fitting  out  die  Royal  George,  whofe  cargo  amounting 
to  28(S0ooT.  was  provided.  He  acquainted  them  with  the  in- 
trntioa  of  carrying  on  a  trade  hitherto  not  meddled  with  by 
the  company,  the  Greenland  trade,  fo  beneficial  to  Holland 
and  Hambui^h.    He  then  to|d  them,  that  the  forfeitefl    • 
cftates  of  the  late  directors,  and  the  lol.  per  cent,  on  the  bor« 
rowed  ftock,  with  fodie  other  particulars,  were  abundantly 
fuflicient  ftnr  difchargtng  the  debts  rof  the  company,  and 
maintaining  die  credit  of  their  bonds  :  That  therefore  the 
direfiors  had  difcharged  part  of  the  bonds  due  at  Chriftmas, 
and  hoped  to  nve  a  (pecdy  determination  to  the  reft,  that  fo 
their  credit  might  be  eftabliihcd  on  a  folid  foot :  That  the 
court  of  diredors  had  alfo  refelved  to  divide  (if  thought  fit) 
3I.  6s.  8d,  in  ftock  upon  the  prefent  capital.    That,  as  all 
the  remaining  ftock  was  by  z&  of  parliament,  to  be  divided 
equally  among  the  proprietors,  the  diredors  had,  in  great 
meafure,  executed  that  appointment,  amounting,   upon  a^ 
calculation,  to  33I.  69.  8$).  upon  every  100).  capital.     After 
this,  be  mentioned  the  company's  being  empowered,  by  a 
late  ad,  to  ingraft  part  of  their  ftock  into  the  capitals  of  the 
Bank  and  Eaft-India;  but,  as  the  a<St  for  reftoring  the  pub* 
lie  credit  had  adjufted  the  concerns  of  the  company  upon  a 
new  foot,  he  only  barely  mentioned  the  ingraftment. 

This  fpeech  met  with  applaufe,  not  only  in  the  court,  but 
from  the  public ;  and  the  matters  contaihed  in  it  were  agreed  ' 


was,  for  reflections  caft  on  the 
Idng  for  his  interpofitions  on 
behalf  of  the  Proteibnts  in  the 
Pdatinate,  fentenced  to  ftand  in 
die  pillory  9  to  pay  a  fineof  fifty 
pounds,  and  after  three  months 
anipiifonment  to  give  fecurity 
At  his  eood  behaviour  (even 
years.  iCs  Journal  was  carried 


on  under  the  title  of  Fog's,  and 
two  months  after  (May  27)  was 
cenfttred  again  by  the  commons 
as  a  traiterous  libel,  tending  to 
alienate  the  afiefHons  of  his  ma- 
jefty's  fubjefts,  and  excite  re- 
bellion. However,  the  Journal 
continued  many  years  aftes* 
wards. 
•Ddj  to 


422  TH^    HI  STO»T 

Geo.  I.   to,  except  the  affair  of  the  ingraflment>  -which  vm  hk  left. 

1721.    At  this  court  it  Mrasunanioiou%drelb}ved»  that  dieidiK&an 

.  ihould  take  the  mofl  efiedual  meafurcs  to  oblige  the  B8nk>tt> 

ftand  to  their  contrail,  for  taking  flock  MHocL  per  ceat.  in 

lieu  of  the  3>775,QOQ  1.  the  coropviywAstohaffeipaid 

and  the  contra£[  was  ordered  to  Se  regiftered* 

During    thefe  proceedings  concemtng  the  «ffinrs  of 
South-*Sea  company,  the  fdlowing  tranfadiem 
parliament 


/ 


Hell  foe         There  was  foroned  (at  Jeaft,  it  vrtis  pittendodfci^  a 
dab.         dalous  fociety  at  liondon,  wch  dieihQdbiQgvnime  f>f 

HeIl-Fire*Clttb.  The  inembers  whenof  ivmoe  goihjraferiit 
likeextravagaiifiies  whh  the  Mohocks^,  fooMflyv 
Several  .peribns  of  quality,  paitiodlftrfydie  dAketrf* 
were  marked  out  as  belonging  'to  dlis  ckib.  The  ilBiiig, 
ing  informed  of  their  wicked  pfoceedingB,  fNibkfliedtSi  ;, 
clam2ti;>n  (April  09)  againft  bktfphflmous  and  ioakiBaiMB 
clubs,  declaring,  he  was  deterjnined  «o'ihew  all  aoaaks  of 
difpleafure  to  any,  who -even  ky  under  Ae  fii^icion  vf-incli 
deftrudive  pra&ices.  He  gave  ordevs  aUb  to  (kc  jofioen  df 
bis  boufliold,  to  make  ftridt  inquiry,  whether :aR3rtnf:hblle»* 
yants  were  guilty  of  foch  iiorrid  impieties.  The  :fimeidaf 
this  ^rder  was  given,  the  earl  of  Nottingham,  whoJiad  hrtcfaf 
gnfwered  Mr.  vVhiAon'«  tenets  about  -die  Trinity  :(k),  too: 


.(b)  About  the  latter  end  of  Oxfond,  at*  Witney, 

March,  a  full  convocation  of  Norton,    and   Henley.    ~  Tim 

iht  unlverfityof  Oxford  miani-  archdeai^n  of  Heretosd,  and 

incufly  rcfclvcd.  That  the  fo-  forty-five  of  the  clei;gy,  £giied 

lemn  thanks   of  the  univerfity  an  addrefs  of  ^thanks  to  the  eaij* 

ftiould  be  returned  tothe  carl  of  wherein  they  hinted,  that   he 

Wottingh?.m,for  hismoft  noble  had  affertc^d  the  convocation  ID 

defence  .of  the  ChHfthin 'Faith,  l)e  a  part  of 'tiie  pai^ajnent. 

contained  in    his  anf\»er    to  The  favne  was  done  ^kewile  by 


Mr.  Whifton's  letter  .to  him,    thedergyofCheftvrfandiSliitp- 

concemingthc  eternity  of  the    '(hire*     About   the    fame  dne 


'  Son  -cf  God,  and  of  the  i^oly    Mr.  :Jofeph  HidBi 

'  Ghcfl.'     It  was  alfo  agreed,     to  .the  King^  '■nd  jnfti«eof  the 


that  Dr.    Shippcn,   th^  vice-  |>eace,  was  {mteoced  tto 

chancellor,  with  their  reprefen-  }a  the  qpiU6ry:»itt>ipAy«nol. ^ka%$ 

tatives,  Mr.  £romIey  and  Dr.  to  He  ^hree  months  in  [f»\fm^ 

Clarke,  ihould  wait  up(Mi  the  and  ^tve^niky  alCb  fbriteni 

carl  with  their  thanks.     The  years,  for  lus  ^'  foher  >tqi^i>p 

example  cf  tl)C4inivprfity  was  '  .^/Ir-'IiiggsVoiCDyiamimaht 

jollowtd  by  the  clergy,  at  the  <  for  :the  JbadioAicnl  ^aSam 

vifitationshtld  for  thcdifictfeef  *  of  the  Trinity.* 


1 


ibi»  OQcafioo  to  opmplain,  in  the  boufe  of  lords,  .of  the  iQ^.  f . 

Srwwtb  of  athei^  4>ro£aneAe6,  and  imoiiorality.  Upon  this,    172^/ 
)r.  Vtrnefj  lord  Wflloughby  of  ^rpoke^  dew  of  WinH(Xr^ 
bconghc  in  a  hill  feu-  fiippeiSng  of  hlafpheqoy  and|)rofan«oe(s.  a  bm 
It  GOQtaiaed  ieveral  Articles,  which  mi  iictle  xeUtipn  to  fife  ^vi^^  ^^' 
I«^w  complaiped  of.  and  was  chiefly  d^gncd  to  /fp«f c  jl^f^:?.. 
Jtbe  belief  of  the  tbirtyrnise  articleaof  the  Quurch  of  England, 
and  leftrain  ihfi  liberty  panted  by  the  laws  of  the  ^im^r 
tidEtm  to  the  non-conformifts.    The  fuhftance  of  it  mras : , 

I.  If  any  one  fppke  or  writ  againft  the  Jeing  of  God,  ibe 
'Piyiiiity  of  Jefus  Chr ift,  or  the  Holy  Ghoft,  or  the  DgSriiie 
of  the  Trinity,  as  fet  forth  in  the  tbirly-nine  articles,  or  ti^e 
Tjsuthof  the  Chriftian  Religion,  or  the  Divine  Infpiration  pf 
the  Scriptures,  he  ihould,  upon  convjdioii,  be'  imprifoni^d 
many  months,  unlefs  he  (hould  within  fucb  a  time^  pii^- 
.  licl^ly  renounce  %is  error,  in  a  form  pr<efcrihed. 

II.  If  any  preacher  in  a  feparale  congregation  fbould -deny 
any  of  the  fundamental  articles  of  the  Cbriftian  Religion,  lie 
Ibould  be  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  the  adi  of  Toleration.. 

IIL  The  archbi(hop3  in  their  provinces,  and  every  bifhpp 
in  his  diocefe,  (hould  be  authorized  to  fummon  any  perfon  in 
holy  orders,  to  appear  before,  and  fubfcribe  the  decl^ratipn 
ahovementiooed,  and  upon  refufal,  fuch  perfon  ihould  ]be 
incapable  to  hold  any  ecclefiaflical  benefice. 

IV.  The  jultices  at  their  quarter- fejHons  are  authorized, 
in  like  manner,  to  (ummon  any  diflenting  preacher,  and, 
upon  his  refufal  to  fubfcribe  the  declaration  of  Faith,,  he 
Ibould  be  ^qprived  of  the  benefit  of  the  ad  of  Toleration. 

At  the  fecond  reading  of  this  bill  {May  2)  all  the  lords 
out  London  being  fummoned  to  attend,  the  archbifhop 

•  x^oved  to  have  it  committed.     Upon  which  the  lord  Onflow 

In  May  the  kingpublifhed  truths  of  our  nioft  holy  religion, 

d5re6tions  to  die  archbiihops  and  andparticularly  concerning  the 

bifrops,  for  the  preiervation  of  blened  Trinity,  thao  what  are 

unity  in  the  church,  «and  the  contained  in  the  Holy  Scrip- 

pprity  of  the  Chriilian  Faith,  tures,  and  are  agreeable  to  the 

.-^atticularly  in  thedo£irine  of  three  creeds,  and  the  thirty  <nine 

the  Trinity.    They  were    re-  articles  gf  religion.*    All  per- 

•qoirod  to  fee  *  That  no  preacher  fons  denying  one  of  the  Pcrlons 

'  whatib^er,   in  his  fermon,  or  in  the  Trinity  to  be  God,  &c.   . 

Ie6lure,  do  prefusie  tq  deliver  were  to  be  incapable  of  any  of- 

any  ofiiier  dodrine,  concerning  fice,  and  to  fuiFcr  ixnprifonment 

*  -the"  great     and    fundamentiu  three  years. 

D  ^  4  fa\d  •. 


\ 


4^4  T  H  E    H  I  S  TOit  Y 

Geo.  I.  faid  :  ^  He  was  as  much  againft  blafphemj,  and  for. promo* 
1721.    ting  religion  as  it  is  profeiled  in  the  Church  of  England,  at 
-  any  body ;   but  he  could  not  be  for  any  law»  that  Wsts  for 
pcrfecudon,  of  which  nature  he  took  this  bill  to  be ;    and 
therefbre  he  moved,  that  it  might  be  thrown  out/     He  wis 
feconded  by  the  duke  of  Wharton,  who  iaid  ^  He  wa^not 
infenfiUe  of  the  common  talk  and  opinion  of  the  town  coti* 
'  ceming  himfeif ;  and  therefore  he  was  glad  of  this  opportu- 
nity to  juftify  himfeif  by  declaring,   he  was  far'from  being 
a  patron  of  blafphemy,  or  any  enemy  to  religion  i  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  he  could  not  be  for  this  bill,  becaufe  he  con- 
ceived  it  to  be  repugnant  to  the  holy  fcripture/    Then,  ta- 
king  an  old  family  Bible  out  of  his  pocket,  he  quoted  and 
read  feveral  paflages  of  the  Epiftles  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul  s 
concluding.  That  the  bill  might  be  thrown  out.     He  was 
fupported  by  the  duke  of  Argyle^  and  the  earls  of  Sunderland 
and  Hay,  the  lord  Townftiend,  and  earl  Cowper.     The  ead 
of  Peterborough  faid,  <  Though  he  was  for  a  parliamentary 
king,  yet  he  did  not  defire  to  have  a  parliamentary  God,  or 
a  parliamentary  religion  :  And,  if  the  houfe  were  for  fuch  a 
one,  he  woula'go  to  Rome,  and  endeavour  to  be  cbofeaa 
cardinal ;   for  he  had  ratlicr  fit  in*  the  conclave,   than  with 
their  lordihips  upon  thofe  terms.'     Dr.  Kennet,   bifhop  of 
Peterborough,  fpoke  likewife  on  the  fame  fide,   and   ^id, 
<  That  neither   himfeK,  nor,  he  hoped,  any  of  that  bench, 
would  be  executioners  of  fuch  a  law,  which  Teemed  to  tend 
to  the  fetting  up  of  an  inquifition.'    On  the  other  hand,  die 
earl  of  Nottingham,  the  lord  Bathurfi,  the  bifhops  of  Lon- 
don, Winchefter,  Litchfield  and  Coventry,  and  fome  others, 
fpoke  for  the  bill ;   as  did  likewife  the  lord  Trevor.  Onerof 
thefe  having  faid,  <  I'hat  he  verily  believed,  the  prefenC  ca- 
lamity, occafioned  by  the  South-Sea  projed,  was  ajudgment 
of  God  on  the  blafphemy  arid  profanenefs  the  nation  was 
guilty  of :'  The  lord  Onflow  replied,  <  That  noble  peer  muft 
then  have  been  a  great  fmner  ;  for  he  heard  he  had  loft  con- 
fiderably  by  the  South-Sea.'    After  fome  other  fpeeches,  the 
bill  was  put  oiF  to  a  long  day,  by  a  majority  of  60  voices 
againft  31. 

The  fupplies  were,  contrary  to  cuftom,  granted  veiy  late} 
and  not  with  the  ufual  readinefs*  The  king,  not  to  incieafe 
the  ill  humour,  had  not  mentioned  fubfidy  he  was  obliged, 
by  the  laft  year's  treaty,  to  give  Sweden  for  her  fupport 
againft  RulHa.  However  on  the  i6th  of  June,  he  thought 
proper  to  fend  the  following^  mefTage  to  the  houieof  com- 
mons ; 


Debate 
about  the 
Subfidy  to 
5wcc<itQ. 


O  F    E  N  G  L  A  N  a  4*5 

*  His  majefly,  having  taken  tbe  firft  opportunity,  upon  Geo.  h 
the  death  of  the  late  king  of  Sweden,  to  renew  tbe  ancient   I72i«^ 
alliances  between  this  kingdom  and  Sweden,  and  having  fH- " 
pulated  by  a  treaty  to  paT  a  fubfidy  to  that  crown,  hath  or- 
dered that  treaty  to  belaid  before  the  boufe  of  commons s  and 
hope9  from  their  known  zeal  and  affe^on  for  the  Proteftant 
fdigon,  and  the  true  intereft  of  their  country,  that  they 
will  enable  him  to  make  good  the  engagements  he  has  en- 
tered into  upon  this  occafion. 

Hismajefty  being  informed,  that  two  (hips  called  the  Briflol 
Merchant  and  Turky  Merchant  (now  lying  under  quaren- 
tine)  did  arrive  from  Cyprus,  and  other  rarts  of  Turky,  in- 
leAed  with  the  plague,  and  have  cotton  wool  and  other 
goods  on  board,  which  are  dangerous  to  fpread  the  infe^on  i 
and  conceiving  it  neceilary  for  the  prefervadon  of  the  health 
of  his  fubjeds,  that  thefe  fhips  and  their  ladings  be  burnt  and 
deftroyed,  and  that  a  reafonable  fatisfadton  be  given  to  the 
owners,  bath,  by  tbe  advice  of  his  privy-council,  caufed  tbe 
value  thereof  to  be  cogiputed  bv  his  majefty's  officers,  and 
ordered  thofe  computations  to  oe  laid  before  the  houfe  of 
commons,  that  provifion  may  be  made  /or  fatisfying  the 
fame/ 

This  meflage  occafioned  a  long  debate.    Mr«  Shippen, 
,Sir  William  Windham,  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll,  the  lord  Molrf- 
worth,  Mr.  Butler,  and  fome  others,    defired  to  know, 
♦  Whether  we  were  to  give  72,000!.  (for  that  was  the  fub- 
iidy)  to  Sweden,  bcfides  tbe  maintaining  a  great  fleet,  with 
iix  thoyfand  feamen,  in  the  Baltic,  which  they  thought  a 
liifficient  charge  to  the  nation,  without  paying  fo  great  a  fub- 
fidy ?  Urging,  that,  before  this'  laft  treaty  with  Sweden, 
.  diere  had  been  a  rupture  between  the  two  nations,  and  hofti- 
]ities,  and  great  depredations  committed  by  the  Swedifli 
privateers  on  our  merchants;   fo  that,  before  any  fubfidy  be 
given  to  that  crown,  accounts  ought  firft  to  be  ftated  and  fet- 
tled, and  it  might  appear  upon  the  belance,  that  Sweden  is 
indebted  to  us.'    To  this  it  was  anfwered  by  Mr.  Walpole 
and  his  brother,  Mr.  Lechmere,  the  lord  Barrington,  and 
fome  others,  -^  That  the  fubfidy  allowed  to  Sweden  by  this 
laft  treaty,  and  the  fquadron  fent  to  their  affiftance,  was  no 
more  than  had  been  ftipulated  by  former  engagements ;  but 
.  that  the  fubfidy  was  not  like  to  be  demanded  any  more,  the 
preltminariesof  the  peace  between  the  czar  of  Mufcovy  apd 
the  crown  of  Sweden  being  in  a  manner  fettled.    Neither  did 
the  kinp  defire  any  new  tax  for  it,  the  land  and  malt-tax  ho-^ 
Ing  fttfficiem  to  wfwei  all  this  year's  expence.'    Mr.  Wal- 
pole 


^eo*  f  •  pole  added,  *  He  was  extremly  glad^  be  cquU  at  the  (ame 
X72I*     time  acquaint  the  houfe,  that  his  majefty's  endeavoun  to 
procure  a  general  peace  ^ad  been  fo  fuccefsful,  ftat  an  9^- 
vantaeeous  treaty  with  SpaiQ  was  aAuallj  agreed  oo  and 
figned.'    The  lord  Mokfwocth  obferved,  ^  l%at  be  would 
go  as  far  as  any  man  to  maintain  and  fupport  tbe  faooour  and 
dignity  of  the  crown  of  Great-Britain ;  but  that,  on  the 
other  liandy  he  was  not  for  fquandering  away  unneceflarily 
the  fmall  remainder  of  the  wealth  of  tbe  nation.    That  hj 
•  our  late  coodud  we  were  become  the  allies  of  tbe  whole 
world,  and  the  bubbles  of  all  our  allies;  but^  wbenwetoe 
occafion  for  our  allies,  we  are  obliged  to  paj  th^m  well  :* 
And  to  tbat  purpofe  he  inftanced  in  the  Dutch  troops,  d^t 
came  Dver  to  our  aSftance  in  the  rcbenion  in  17 15*    Se 
^ded^  ^  That  as  to  our  alliances  with  Sweden^  it  was  a 
matter  of  great  intricaqr  and  nicety,  becaafe  At  treaties, 
which  England  bas  in  divers  times  made  with  Sweden,  are 
paitly  contradi£tory/    He  then  entered  intp  a  detail  of  die 
treaties  of  Ilolchield  and  Travendal  made  in  the  reigns  of 
king  Charles  II.  and  William  III.  «  That  the  engageoMSits 
lately  entered  into  with  the  crown  of  Sweden  weielikewife, 
in  lomt  meafure,  contrary  to  the  treaties  fiibfifting  with  Dcn- 
jmark^  pacticularly  as  to  thcfecuring  to  tbe  duke  of  Hflifteia 
jthe  duchy  of  JSlefwick ;  and  dire<91y  oppofite  to  the  meafives 
Ibrmerly  concerted  with  the  csarof  Kfufcovy^  in4Dtrdertoen- 

{age  him  to  check  the  fiercenels  and  ambition  cf  i!he  late 
ing  of  Sweden  :  And  tberefore,  ia  order  to  engage  th^caar 
to  yield  what  he  had  gained,  it  were  but  juft,  that  thf  king 
of  Pruffia  Ihould  give  op  Stettin,  and  the  cleftor  of  Hanover, 
Bremen  and  Verden.     He  owned,  that  the  diflreflcd  condi- 
tion, to  which  the  Swedes  had  been  reduced,  was  really  wor* 
thy  of  compai&on:  But  that,  on  the  other  hand,  it  muft)« 
confidered,  they  had  been,  in  great  meafure,  the  audioisof 
their  own  misfortunes,  by  their  tame  fubmiffion  tb  a  dcfpo- 
tic  tyrannical  prince,  and  by  facrificing  their  whale  fchfance 
to  enable  him  to  carry  on  his  unjuff,  raib,  and  ambitious 
defigns;  and  that  any  nation,  who  followed  their  exampfci 
deferved   the  fame  fate.    To  this  purpofe  iie  took  notice  of 
the  hard  ufage  of  the  fubiefts  of  Mechlenburg  from  Acur 
'  prince,  which  he  infmuated  to  have  been  one  of  the  ^^^''^'^ 
^  the  late  rupture  .with  the  czar }  but  that,  after  all»  ^^^^ 
,  ought  not  to  intermeddle  with  the  affairs  of  the  etnpiie  •  ^^ 
the  getting  naviil  ftores  for  ourlhipping  was  the  main  advaa- 
tage  we  reaped  from  our  trading  in  the  Baltic:  Andbco^w, 
that  hemp  was  a  very  ncccffaiy  jcommodity,  particuWy^* 


O^    E  N  O  1.  A  If  D.  4tf 

ftfsjtmftoiei  Inrtthftt,  If  9ae  encouragement  were  given  to  (^.f. 
fome  df  otnr  plantations  in  Aimerica,  we  -mijght  tm  fapplied    '17^. 
from  thence  at  b  much  cheaper  rate  than  from  Sweden  and  »    t  ■ ..  m^ 
Norway^  ^  Mr.  Lednnere(nftinguiflicdhnn6If  ^o-on^ts 
occifion-;  hut  die  fuUidy  ^as  at  laft  CTarrted  I17  a  majority 
fjf  1:97  TTgaiflft  ij6.    A  fupply  was  aWo  given  to  fatfefy  rfhe 
owners  tnthefliips  that  wereto!be1)umt,  on-account  of  their 
bemg  fuJ^fted  to  be  infedjous. 

NorwidiRandmg  this  warm  debate  vlbovct  the  SwedHh  fdb-  A  tu  on  _ 
fify,  the  lung  fcirt,  about  three  Weeks  after,  another  mef-  **  ^"^  *• 
l^eto  the  commons,  relating  to  ttie  debts  of  the  chril  liS:» 

**  His  majefty  finds  it  neceifary  toacquaint  his  loyal  houfe 
of  xonranms  with  the  difficulties  he  labours  under,  by 
feafon  c/F  debts  cootrafted  in  his  civil  govemme^rt ;  -wbich^ 
being  computed  at  Lady-Day  laft,  do  amount  to  jnore  than 

If  theprovMton,  madelnr  an  a^  of  the  1^  CHBon  tf  par* 
iianentfor  ditbhafgin^this  debt  had  not  hitherto  proved  in 
ii  very  great  degree  in^eSual,  his  majefty  had  not1>een  un- 
3er  a  neceflSity  of  applying  again  to  parliament  upon  this  oc- 
Ca£on.    fiut  being  refolved  to  caufe  .a  retrenchment  to  be 
made  of  liis  civil  lift  expences  for  the  future,  and  iinding» 
that  fuch  a  retrenchment  cannot  well  be  effeded,  without 
cfifdiargiog  the  prefent  arrears,  has  ordered  the  accounts 
tifereof  to  be  laid  before  the  houfe,  and  hopes  he  may  he 
impowered  to  raife  ready  monc^  for  that  purpofe  on  the  ctvfl 
lift  levenues,  which  to  avoid  laying  any  new  burden  on  'his 
j>eQple^  his  mayefty  propofes  (hall  be  replaced  to  the  civil  Jift, 
and  reimburfed  by  a  deducHon  to  be  made  out  of  the  ialaries 
anfi  wages  df  all  officers,  and  the  penlions,  and  other  pay* 
ments  from  th6  crown/    After  the  reading  of  this  mellage, 
Mr.  Shippen  ftood  up,  and  made  a  long  fpeecb,  wherein  he 
took  notice  of  *  this  new  and  unufual  method  of  afking  for 
anoney^.not  from  the  throne,  ^nd  at  the  beginning  of  a  fef- 
Hon,  ,as  it  had  always  been  the  cuftom  in  the  former  reigns ^ 
1)ut  now,  lniy  a  meilage,  towards  the  end  of  the  feffion,  when 
moft  of  the  members  were  gone  home.    Look  round  the 
houfe^  Gentlemen  faid  he,  and  fee  bow  few  members  are 
refent,  when  a  buflnefs  of  this  confequence  is  to  be  debated/ 
ut,  beddcs  the  unfeafonablenefs  of  the  time,  he  obferved, 
'<  That  this  meflage  was  no  lefs  extraordinary  as  to  another 
circiiihftance  ; '  for,  whereas  the  ways  and  means  of  raifing 
Supplies  were  always  left  to  the  commons,  here,  not  only  the 
'fum,  but  the  way  of  railing  it^  was  pointed  out  to  them, 
irhfch  was  n^aking.  the  houfe  a^erfed  parliament  of  Paris. 

Tha 
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Geo.  L  ThzU  '^f  things  were  brought  to  that  pais,  it  mi^t  be  eafo 
.1721.    for  any  king  whenever  he  tnooght  fit,  to  make  himfdf  aibj* 
p  ^  ■  ■■   trary  and  abfolute  mafter  of  our  liberties  and  properties^  con« 
cluding>  he  was  fare,  that ,  the  gentleman  who  had  advifcd 
the  aikuig  for  fuch  a  fum  in  that  manner,  would  have  been  of 
a  quite  contrary  mind  two  years  ago  $  but  that  it  was  ufiial 
for  men's  judgments  to  altar  as  their  interefts  lead  thenu' 
Mr.  Shippen  was  anfwered  by  Mr.  Walpole,  who  ihewed 
the  occafion  and  the  reafonableneis  of  the  king's  meflage^  the 
'  tcndernefs  and  regard  he  exprefled  in  it  for  the  eafc  ctf'lui 

fubjeSs,  and  the  neceffity  of  complying  with  his  defires.*He 
was  feconded  by  Mr.  Lowndes,  who  (aid,   diat  fizpence  in 
the  pound  on  all  the  civil  lift  funds  would  anfwer  thcptupofe. 
But  Mr.  Pulteney,  and  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll  were  of  opiaion^ 
that  it  would  not  do,  and  therefore  moved  for  one  fliilling  in 
the  pound;  adding,  that,  if  this  were  to  much  for  the  pre« 
&nt  occafion,  the  overplus  might  go  towards  the  diichaige  of 
the  public  debts.    Mr.  Sloper  agreed  with  ^em,  and  upon 
this  laft  coniideration  moved  for  one  ihillmg  and  fur-peoce  in 
the  pound ;  and  that  the  tax  might  extend  to  all  militaiy  of- 
ficers, whofe  pay  was  above  ten  {billing  a  day.  But  this  mo- 
tion was  dropped,  and  after  fome  other  debates  it  was' at  laft 
agreed,  that  500,000 1.  fliouldbe  raifed  for  the  debts  of  the 
civil  lift,  by  a  dedu6):ion  of  fix-pence  in  the  pound  out  of  (a- 
laries,  wages,  penfions,  and  other  payments  from  the  crowib 
For  this  purpofe  a  bill  pafled  both  houfes,  and  received  the 
royal  ailent.    At  the  fame  time  pafled  alfo  an  z&  for  a  gene- 
ral pardon. 
TheparUa-      'Fhc  aft  foT  reftoring  public  credit  was  pafled  the  loth  of 
/  laent  is  pro-  Auguft,  wbcn  the  king  came  to  the  honfe  of  peers,  and  ovkr 

Kgued,       eluding  the  feffion  with  the- following  fpcech : 

*  My  lords  and  gentlemen, 

Theking*s  ^  TAm  glad  that  the  bufinefs  of  this,  and  the  former  fe(^ 
peech.        <  -■-  (Ion,  is  at  length  brought  to  fuch  a  period,  that  I  have 
'  now, an  opportunity  of  giving  you  fome  recefs,  after  the 
^  great  pains  you  have  taken  in  the  fervice  of  the  public. 

*  The  common  calamity,  occafioned  by  the  wicked  cxeca- 

<  tion  of  the  South-Sea  (cheme,  was  become  fo  very  great 

<  before  your  meeting,   that  the  providing  proper  remedies 

<  for  it  was  very  difficult.  But  it  is  a  great  comfort  to  me 
'  to  obfcrvc,  that  public  credit  now  begins  to  recover  which 
*  gives  me  the  grcateft  hopes,  that  it  w3l  be  iatirply  rcftored, 

'  .  <  whep 
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when  aU  tbe  provifions,  jou  haveinadefor  that  end,  fball  (^eo.  h 
be  duly  put  \n  execution*  1721/ 

*  I  have  great  compaffion  for  the  fufferings  of  the  innocent,  r—^ — ^ 
and  a  jilft  iiidigtiation'againft  the  j^uifty;  and  have  readily 

given  my  affent  to  fuch  biUs,  as  you  have  prefented  to  nie, 
for  puniflling  the  authors  of '  our  late  misfortAines}-  and  for 
obtaining  the  reftitution  arid  jatisfadion  due  to  thofe,  Who 
have  been  injured  by  them,  in  fuch  manner,  as  yOu  judged 
proper.  1  was  at  the  fame  time  willing  and  defirous,  by 
my  free  and  general  pardon,  to  give  eafe  arid  quiet  to  the 
reft  of  my  fu^eds,  many  of  whom  may,  in  fuch  a  general 
infatuation,  have  been  unwarily  drawn  in  to  tranfgrefs  tht 
laws. 

<  Gentlemen  of  die  hoiife  of  commons, 

*  I  letuin  you.my  hearty  thanks  for  tbe  fupplies  you  have 
granted  for  the  current  fervice  of  this  year,  and  particularly 
for  ydur  inab^g  me  to  difcbarge  the  debts  and  arrears  on 
the  civil  lift,  and  to  make  good  the  engagements  I  was  }xti- 
der  for  proei^ing  peace  in  the  North,  which,  in  all.proba« 
biHty,  will  now  very  foon  be  concluded.  Thefe  inftances 
of  your,  faithful  endeavours  to  fupport  the  honour  and  dig* 
nity  of  the  cr6Wn  at  home  and  abroad,  are  frqfli  marks  of 

,  your  zeal  and  afiedion  to  my  perfon  and  government. 

I  .4  r 

^  My  Lords  and  gentlemen, ' 

^  I  take  this  opportunity  of  acquainting  you,  that  we  have 
renewed  all  our  treaties  of  commerce  with  Spam,  upon  the 
fame  foot  as  they  were  fettled  before  the  late  ^ar,  which 
omftneceflairly  proye  an  immediate  and  valuable  advantage 
to  tbe  trade  apd  manufactures  of  this  kingdom. 
^  I  eameftly  recommend  to  you  all,  in  your  feveral  ftati- 
ons,  tofupprefs  profanenefs  and  invnorality,  and  to  preferve 
the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  kingdom. 

*  You  are  all  fenfible  that  the  difcontents  occafioned  by  the 
great  lofTes,  that  many  of  my  fubjefts  havefuftained,  have 
been  Induftriouily  raifed  and  inflamed  by  malicious  and  fe- 
ditious  libels :  But  I  make  no  doubt,  but  that,  by  your 
prudent  condudi  in  your  feverai  countries,  all  the  enemies 
of  my  government,  whoflattered  themfelves  they  ihould  be 
able  to  take  advantage  froili  our  misfortune^,-  and  blow  up 
the  fufierings  of  my  people  into  popular  difcontent  and  dii- 

*  affection. 
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Geoi.  E  »  ajfejfliMH  will  to  diftfpofqtrri  iathdg  ipckqi  Jbfigoa  amj 
S^'^ja;.    •  cxpcdations.* 

*         "       The  zeal  oi  tbe  parliament  istetfmd  tl^  Di;|i|b  beftcnrei 
by  tb«  king-,  for  bsKing  ki  great  mcaAire.  rcmiiBd  tbe  piihli^ 
<redic»  wbea  under  fiick Afficukicfiy  milhuiths^ala,,  notoalv 
£m  the  fupplie^for  the  iiervice  of  the  ytn^  hut  foe  t&e  di^ 
charge  of  the  civil  lift  debts^  and-  the  fuhiidj  to  Swodci^ 
The  kiog  was-  feafible  <kf  the  ii^urioua  fit^iciona  raifodoa  his 
8<<poiinc  with  regard  to  the  Sou(h*-Sea.coiii|iaayr:  The  emge* 
rop'ft  refulal  to  deliv^  u^  Mr«  Knight*  and  the&rour  ikewa 
l0f  the  diredors  and  their  abc(ixM»,  wow  confideDsd.  ar  kia 
work,  and   greatly  increafed  the  number  of  the  diia&flnL 
Hence  it  was  that  he  fo  ftrongly  exprefled  his  apprehenfions, 
that  the  enemies  to  bia  gpvemmentwouid  eodeamiir  to  blow 
up  tne  fufFerings  of  the  people  into  difqontent,  that  the  mem-^ 
feers  of  pafrliament  mignt  be^tKe  nmre  sealoot  m  difiip|x]iiiC 
their  defignSk 

After  the  (^eck  thrparliBmeflt  waaprongvadtoithc  i9di 
of  0&!6hcf. 

During  ihefe  proceedings,  feveaal  chaiign  Jnd  trcft  made 
in  the  mim^iry.  Mr.  Walpdc  (as  hat  beea  laid)'  wai  made 
firft  cdmiiiiiSoneF  of  the  oreaftiryv  aadcfaanodlbrof  the  Ek«* 
chequer  (c).  The  lord»  TowaiMcad  and  Caiteafe  weie  ^ 
pointed  fecretar ies  of  ffa€e.  The  earl  of  Vaf  was  anafe 
privy- feal  of  Scotland,  and  the  earl  of  Bote  a  lord  of  the  bedi* 
chamber. 
Foragn  Whilft  the  parliament  was  employed  in  fettlina;  aflUrs  at 

^^^^^' ;     home,  the  king  had  continued  bis  negotiations  aDioad)  and 

ended  them  widi  fuccefs. 
Ptettewth  On  the  13th  of  June,  N.  S.  the  trcatjr  rfpcacreietwccn 
'^*  Great-  Bjiftain  and  Spain  was  figned  at  Madrid,  ft  coutJiineJ 
only  fix  articles,  by  which  all  the  reguhtidns  wrch  reganf  to 
commerce,  agreed  upon  by  the  former  treaties,  were  re* 
newed  $  and  both  thecontra£Hng  parties  pfomrftd  to  execuce 
it  with  the  utmoft  fincerity>  and  to  renounce  aR  inteipreta- 
tions,  which  hscd  been  made  ufe  of  to  reftrain  and  to  vmken 

(c)  The  other  coanniffioners  may,  brother  to  tke  lor<  Fiti* 

of  the   treafury  were  Bailie,  waiter, vrasmadea  coyiaiiiitacf 

Tamer,  Edgeromb,  and  Pel-  of  theacciie,aadCkaxleitea* 

kam.     Mr.  Horatio  Walpole  li€pc»  treafiirerof  thachanhef 

was  aiade  fecreteryof  the  trea-  to  the  kiag.     Hiia  Foitcfeaa 

fiiry:Aad£dwtrd  Carteret  and  wtftcalled  ap  tothehoofeof 

Galftedas  Walpole  Foft-Maf-  lordsby  die  title  of  baron  Clia- 

ters-General.  BenjamiA  Mild*  ton. 

thde 
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tllcfe  eonvttrfkms.  They  engaged  t6  reflforc  muttfally  all  the  Geo.*  L 
effe^  feiied  aird  cofifcatcd  on  both  fides.  His  ElrifatiDic  1*22 r^ 
majefty,  in  particnlar,  was  to  reflore  all  the  Sfcrps  of  the  '7^ 

Sptaifli  fleet,  which  had  been  taken  by  that  of  Engfand,  m  ^ 
the  aAroiT  near  Siciljr,  witTx  the  guns,  failsr,  rigging,  ftc.  in 
th^  &xne  ctpndrtion,  in  wbicli  they  then  were,  or  tl)e  vahie  of  * 
tfteiti,  if  they  were  fold.    The  decifion  of  die  other  dilRcu!-' 
ties  and  preterifions  Were  referred  to  the  congref^  of  Cambray. 
It  was  ftfpfilated  Hkewifer,  that  the  piblication  of  this  treaty 
iboutd-be'defferred  t!H'  the  general  peace,  which  was  nego-  ' 
tiatmg  It  Camb»f,  or  (bme  other  agreement  fliould  be  made. 
Ic  was,  however,  to  tainc  place  immediately  after  its  being 
ratified,'  and  the  letters  of  which  ratifrcarion  were  to  be  ex- 
cbaneed  in  fix  weekri  or  fooner,  if  poffible.    To  fhcfe  wai ' 
added  a  fecret  aftiele,  by  wliieh  king  George  .promifed  not  to 
intetftrt  any  longer  in  the  affairs  of  Italy,  and  the  king  of ' 
Spain    made  an  abfoliite  ireiBon  of  Oiuradtar  and    Port* 
Mahoff. 

The  fame  day  another  treaty  wasr  figned  atMadrid,  which  \ 
was  little  expeded :  It  was  a  defenflve  alliarice  between 
Great-Brttatn,  France,  and  Spain  j  by  which  they  were  to 
defend  the  dominions  of  each  other,  wherever  iituated,  as 
they  Were  fixed  by  the  treaties  of  tJtrecht,  Baden,  and  Lon-  ' 
don.  Each  of  tite  alKes  W2ls  to  furnifh  him,  who  fhould 
baVe  6Ccafion  for  afiiftartce,  or  be  attacked,  with  80C0  foot^ 
and  4000  horfe^  or  an  equivalent  in  money  Ttnd  fliips. 

O^e  defign  of  this  alliance  was  the  maintenance  and  obfcr- 
vation  of  the  treaty,  whfch  was  to  be  made  at  CamUray,   ia  , 
order  to  terminate  the  diffin^cnces  between  the  emperor  and 
king  of  Spain* 

•  Thrfr  Britannfc,  moft  Chrrftian,  and  Cathofic  majefliet 
(faid  the  fifth  article  of  this  trear/)  being  entirely  fatisficd  ' 
with  the  fenthnents,  the  duke  of  Parma  has 'always  ftiewn 
towaids  them,   and  being  defirous  to  give  him  marts  of  the  ' 
fingular  efleem  andaffedion  they  have  for  him,  promifeahd" 
engage^  by  virtue  of  the  prefent  treaty,  to  grant  him  a  partt-  * 
cofar  protedion  for  the  prefervation  of  his  territories  and 
rights,  and  for  the  fupport  of  his  dignity  j  fo  that,  if  he  (hall 
be  diftnrbed,  they  will  join  their  good  ofRces  and  endeavours 
to  obtain  a  juft  fatTsfe£Kon;   and,  if  that  be  refufed,  they 
wfffl  agree  npon  meafures  to  procure  it  him  by  all  other  me- 
thods, which  fhall  be  in  their  power.' 

The  States-general  were,  on  the  firft  opportunity,  to  be 
invited  to  enter  into  thb  treaty ;  and  it  was  promifed  to 
■fiaintain  the  treaty  of  defenftve  alliance,  made  at  the  Hague, 

the 
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Geo.L  the  4lh  of  Jamuiij  17179  and  diat  nothing  flioiild  be  doney 

1721.    either  dire£Uy  or  mdire^Uy,  to  the  prejudice  thereof* 
.  ■■■  The  congrefs  at  Cambray,  to  which  all  the  difficult  pdiitts 

G6figrci6  of^  were  referred^  was  at  laft  opened.  The  ambafladors  of  Eng- 
^^^^  land  and  France  had  the  title  of  mediators^  and  wae  to  ter- 
minate the  numberlefs  difFerenqes  between  the  courts  of 
Vienna  and  Madrid ;  but  they  could  not  fucce^,  the  de- 
mands on  both  fides  being  fo  oppofite.  The  imperial  mini- 
fters  talked  in  fo  high  and  decifive  a  ftrain^  that  there  was  no 
treating  with  them »  ^  All.  the  pretenfions  of  their  mafier 
were  inconceftable^  and  equity  itfelf  1  to  oppofe  or  conteft 
them,  was  attacking  his  facred  majefiy.'  It  was  thus  tiiey 
exprdOfed  themfelves,  in  fpeaking  of  the  pretenfions  of  tke 
duke  of  Parma,  who  had  infifted,.  That  the  emperor  and  em- 
pire had  no  right  to  exercife  any  fuperiority  over  the  duchies 
of  Parma  and  Placentia.  The  imperial  minifters  declared, 
'  They  were  amazed  the  duke  of  Parma  fhquld  have  the 
affiirancetodraw  up  fuch  a  memorial,  and  engage  the  media- 
tors to  prefent  it.  to  them.  It  vidlatcs  (fiud  they)  the  re- 
fpeSt  due  to  his  imperial  majefty,  by  denying,  hs  has  any  fo- . 
vereignty  over  the  duke.  The  mediators  (hould  have  fup* 
prefied  fuch  unreafonable  pretenfions,  which  they  neither 
could  regard,  nor  had  time  to  difcufs. .  If  the  duke  had  any 
juft  complaints  to  propofe,  and  would  reprefent  them  with 
'  refpe&  to  the  imperial  court,  they  would  undoubtedly  be 
treated  there  with  equity.' 

The  mediators  anfwered,  that  the  terms  ufed  by  the  im- 
perial minifters  were  not  very  becoming  between  princes : 
That  the  memorial  in  queftion  could  not,  without,  cenfure, 
have  been  fupprefled :  That  the  duke  of  Parma  had  reaibn  to 
apply  to  the  congrefs  for  jufttce,  and  that  he  had  not  met 
with  fufficient  encouragement,  in  his  reprefentadons  to  the 
court  of  Vienna,  to  addrefs  himfelf  thither  again.  To  thi»  it 
was  added,  that  the  negotiations  had  been  always  delayed, 
by  continual  obftru£tions  from  the  plenipotentaries  of  the 
emperor. 

With  fuch  difpofitions,  nothing  was  concluded,  and  never 

was  congrefs  more  fruitlefs.      To  amufe  and  furprife  one 

another  was  the  chief  bufinefs ;   and,  when  they  broke  up, 

they  were  farther  than  ever  from  agreeing. 

Feace  be.        After  the  peace  with  Spain,  king  George  bad  the  tulsbC' 

twecn  Ruf-  tion  to  fee  the  tranquility  of  Europe  reftorcd,  by  a  reconci- 

Swcdoi       y^^^^on  between  Sweden  and  Ruilia.     Though  this  was  t»^ 

dqne  by  his  mediation,  yet,  it  is   certain,   the  affiftance  he 

had  given  Sweden^  and  the  peace  be  had  procured  bctvfc^ 

tha 
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that  crown  and  thofe  of  Pniffia^  Denmark^  and  Poland,  had  Geo.   I* 
determined  the  czar  to  bound  his  pretenfions,  and  hearken  to    1721. 
an  accoounodation.    As  the  czar  had  no  quarrel  -with  France,     ■  ■      ■■ 
he  accepted  the  mediatian  of  that  crown,  but  abfolutel]r  refu-    . 
ied  to  hear  of  the  mediation  of  Great«Britain. 

Sweden  was  forced  to  yield  up  to  the  czar  almeft  all  his  Treaty  «f 
cooqiieAs,  after  the  battle  of  Pultowa ;  as  Livonia,  Ingriay  ^^^^t* 
Eftonia,  part  of  Carelia,  ahd  of  the  territory  of  Wyburg, 
Ryga,  Revel,  Narva,  &c.  and  in  return,  the  czar  reftorra 
only  part  of  Finlanct,  with  two  millions  of  rix  dollars,  pro*' 
miung  not  to  concern  himfelf  with  the  regulations  of  their 
government* 

The  czar  included  in  the  treaty  the  king  and  republic  of 
Poland,,  and  confented  alfo  to  the  including  of  the  king  of 
GreatfBritain,   in  fuch  fort,  that  the  diizerence3  between 
them  ihould  be  adjufled  in  an  amicable  manner. 
'   Tfaefe  differences  daily  increafed^  and,  if  thefe  princes  Perfonal 
had  been  neighbours,  -a  war  would  certainly  have  enfued*^  enmity  be- 
Tbeir  enmity  was  in  a  great  meafure  pcrfonaJ.     The  czar's  2!^^*^ 
was  founded  upon  the  condud  of  king  George,  who,  whilflthc  ccar, 
only  eledor  of  Hanover,  had  entered  into  the  views  of  the 
northern  fiates  againfl  Sweden,  and,  after  reaping  the  fruit 
of  that  alliance,  had  declared,   on  all  occafions,  againft 
Ruffia.     Hence  the  czar,  always  diftirrguiflied  the  king  of 
England  from  the  dedor  of  Hanover,  and  £bewed  all  poffible 
regard  for  the  £ngli(h,  whilfl  he  endeavoured,  by  all  me- 
thods, to  annoy  their  king  1  and  perhaps  he  would  have  fuc- 
ceeded,  had  it  not  been  for  the  Death  of  Charles  XII.     That 
prince  and  the  czar,  how  much  foever  they  were  offended 
with  each  other,  were  more  fo  with  king  George,  and  were 
going  to  lay  afide  or  fufpend  their  refentmencs,  m  order  to  be 
revenged.    About  the  time  of  the  king's  laft  arrival  from 
Hanover,  Mr.  Baftugef,  the  czar's  refident  at  London,  for 
fome  expreffions  in  a  memorial,  was  ordered  to  depart  the 
kingdom  in  a  fortnight.     The  czar,  in  revenge  of  this  af- 
/ront,  took  occafion  to  publifh  a  declaration  (which  wasde* 
livered  to  the  Engltfh  fa&ory  at  Peterfburg,  and  printed   in 
Holland)  in  order  to  raife  difconten(s  in  England.     The  de- 
tlaration  was  as  follows  ; 

Peterfburg,  Jan.  49,  ij20-2t. 

*  It  is  notorious  in  what  an  unjuft  and  injurious  manner 
our  re&dent  was  fent  away  from  the  court  of  England  ; 
which,  having  done  us  a  great  and  fenfible  wrong,  ought 
naturally  to  have  engaged  us  to  u(e  reprifaU^  according  to 

Vol,  XIX.  £  9  wh4l< 
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£reou  I.  Iirhkt'is  pra£lifed  tvtrj  wkcr^  die.  But  as  vre  pentiw  dutt 
1 7  a  X  •    9\\  this  is  done  without  any  regaid  to  theinteseft  of  Eog^miy 

h,  and  only  in  fevour  of  the  Hanoverian  intereft  $  for  whick  the 

minifteK  of  Great  Britain  not  enly  ncgkd  the  Ariendftip  of 
foreign  powers,  but  do  not  even  fpare  dieir  ova  couatiyy 
wbidb  mof^  nearly,  and  moie  fenfibly  concern'  them  i  we 
vrere  tinwilling  that  the  Englifli  nation,  which  has  no  ihaie 
in  that  pi^e  of  hojuftice,  £ouId  fuffer  for  it  i  zbd  tbereCoa 
ve  grant  to  diem  all  maimer  of  fecurity  and  free  libeity  ta 
tcade  in  all  our  dominions.' 

"...  4  • 

Thefe  two  princes,  without  mentioning  their  other  qua* 
lities,  had  great  talents  for  negociation ;  hut  king  Geosgeex- 
cdlcd ;  for  it  muft  be  owned,  no  prinoe  could  more  wifdy 
improve  apy  favourable  circumftances  to  difconoert  hb  eac^ 
my's  projeds. 

fiefides  thefe  treaties^  in  which  king  Geoifge  had  fi>  great 

an  influence,  there  was  one  made  with  the  Moors,  ud 

figned  the  I2th  of  Auguft.     Spain,  being  then  at  war  widi 

.the  MoorBjMoudly  con^lained  of  the  treaty,  bpit  vridumt  mf 

effea. 

Death  of    .    This  year  died  pope  Clement  XI.    His  name  was  John 

ciementXI.  f^ncis  Albani,  native  of  Urhino.    He  iaad  fate  in  the  papil 

.  chair  above  twenty  years.     When  he  was  cardinal,  he  was, 

^  his  abilities,  courted  by  all  the  powers  of  Europe,  aad 

had  a  great  hand  in  the  will  of  king  Chades.II.  of  Spain. 

He  was  revengeful  to  the  laft  degree,  inflexibk  in  his  refe* 

hitions,  and  rgeAed  all  advice.    His  greatcft  policy  .was  to 

keep  princes  at.  variance.     He  exprefied  great  khidnefr  iof 

the  pretender.     When  he  found  he  was  going  to  die,  hs 

fent  for  the  pretender,  who  being  come,  he  told  thecardinab 

then,  in  his  bed  chamber,  that  he  wanted  to  fpeak  with  hifll 

in  private :  but,  one  of  them  reprefonting,   that  it  would  tt" 

dound  moft  to  his  holineis's  honour  to  deliver  his  lafi  thoughts 

to  him  in  their  prc&oce,  the  pope  complied,  and  recoiBi* 

aacnded  to. theon. the  three  following  points  : 

I    I  <  To  let  the  pretender  refide  conftantly  in  the  palace  wUck 

htJhad  affigned  him. 

2.  To  continue  the  penfion  granted  to  him,  that  be  may 
be.always  enabled  to  fupport  the  royal  dignity,  till  he  recover 
his  kingdoms. 

'  3.  To  oblige  Ac  fuccefibr  in  the  holy  fee,  to  afiA 
the  pretender  in  all  things  agamft  the  atteinpts  of  his  cue* 
mies. 
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Thci  tatdtnals  afllir^  the  pope  ibej  would  take  tzie  to  Geo.  !• 
pffform  tbe  ift  anil  3d  articles ;  but  that,  as  the  2d,  they  1721.* 
would  be  inexcufabk,  if  they  fliould  continue  to  exhauft  the  , 

tfeafimtrf'the  ckujrcb)  w^ich  was  by  no  means  appropriated 
f^r  tbe  pi«iervation  of  one  prince  alone,  but  for  the  defence 
G)jr  jthe  Roman  Catholic  religion  in  general.  To  this  the  pope 
ayiArered,  that  his  fuocejQar  might,  with  a  very  fafe  con-^ 
fcience,  draw  out  fums  from  the  treafury  for  the  mainte- 
nwuse  of  the  preteoder,  because  he  had  been  deprived  of  his 
doiDinions  for  the  fake  of  the  Catholic  religion  ^  moreover^ 
the  preteader  himfel/iiude  a  very  n^oying  fpeech  againft  the. 
iRtMimamty  of  abandoning  ope  that  was  fo  helplefs  :  Buf  the. 
Qwdinals  replied,  Thsd  they  ^ould  confider  oY  it,  and  give 
their  aiVGirer  next  day.  The  pope,  acquiefcing  therewith^ 
^afired  the  cicdimd  d'Akban  to  engage  the  emperor  to  efpoufis 
Hhr  pcetendor'a  intertft,  and  not  to  forfake  him  in  tbe  prejTcnt 
jundure;'  but  ^hat  cardinal  begged  to  be  excufed,  an4 
ihenved,  jtbiut  it  was  impofible  to^be  done,  not  only  on  ac-^ 
^Qutit  of  folcmp  tneaty,  but  alfO  by  reafqn  of  the  fignal  (er'» 
iKOBs  vrittch  England  did  to  his  impefi»I  majefty,  in  the  late 
wmr  againft  the  Ipaniftiris. 

XUconeot  ^.  ncas  fuoceeded  by  M'K^hael  Angelo,  of  the 
fiutttty  of  Conri,  who  took  the  .name  of  Innocent  XIII.  ia 
aaeoiory  of  pope  Innocent  IIL  the  moft  worthy  of  all  the 
pQfies.dhofen.from3imong  the  cardinals  pf  that  family  (a). 

On  the  15th  of  April,  the  prinpqfs  of  Wales  was  delivered  ^^jf^ 
•fa  foh  at  iLeiGeflcr--Houfe,  and,  tb^  next  day  the  city  of  iivered*«f  « 
IiandjiB  haxtng  psefc^iteii  a  congratulatory  addrefs,  the  king^on*^ 
in  his  anfwer,  faid,  *  I  cannot  omit  takmg  this  opportunity  "^P^  '^* 
of  afTuring  you,  that  I  am  truly  concerned  at  the  calamity 
nought  upon  you  by  the  wicked  management  of  the  South-* 
Sea  company.     I  have,  however,  thi?  comfort,  that  the  re- 
j)ort  of  any  part  of  this  misfortune  cannot  with  the  kaft 
jufticc  be  imlputed  to  me.    .Nothing  wfll  give  me  more  eafe 
a^d  ^isfa^^ion  ^han  the  feeing  you  delivered  from  yoiir  pre- 
,  ient  fufferings,  ypi^r  trade  revived,  and  public  credit  re-efta- 
Uithed.'     This  dedaxation  was  thought  to  be  ncceflary,  by 
nafoo  of  the  iiifinuations  raifed  by  the  diflaffe^liedi 

•The  young  'prinCe  was  chriftened  the  2d  of  May  t  The 
godfathers  were  the  king  of  Pruflia  and  the  duke  of  York, 
^gjrcffented  by  the  carl  of.  Grantham  and  the  lord  Lumley. 

• 

[    (a)  jTbe  family  of  Conti  is  of  Cdonna,  Orfino,   and  Sa« 

one  of  the  four  chief  fjunilies  of  velli,  which  Isft  is  eztinft. 
Rome  I  the  othfrdiree  arc  thofe 

E  c  a  Thi 
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Geo.  !•  The  godmother  was  the*  qufecn  of  Pruffia,  reprefentcd  fcy  tht 
1721.    dutchefs  of  Dorfct.     The  young:  prince  was  named  William 

„::: -  Auguftus,  the  prcfent  duke  of  Cumberland. 

chapter  of       The  king  held,  on  the  27th  of  March,  a  chapter  of  the 

the  Gwter.  qyAcx  of  the  Garter,  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  occaiioned  by 
the  death  of  the  dukes  of  Rutland  and  Buckingham  (b).  In 
their  room  were  chofen  Charles  Fitzroy,  duke  of  Grafton, 
and  Henry  Clinton,  earl  of  Lincoln. 
'  The  parliament  had  but  one  feffion  left,  fince  tke^feveo 
years  expired  at  Lady-Day  next.  It  was  propofed  in  coun- 
cil to  diiToIve  the  prefent,  and  call  a  new,  parliament ;  but  it 
was  reprefented  by  the  majority,  that  it  would  be  more  ex* 
pedient  to  hold  another  feffion,  as  farther  meafures  were  to  be 
taken  towards  a  perfed  reik>ration  of  the  public  credit,  which 
another  parliament  might  not  fo  readily  come  into.  It  had 
been  infinuated,  that  a  defign  was  formed  for  the  contininnoe 
of  the  parliament  beyond  the  next  feffion  ;  and  fo  fu-  be- 
lieved, that  feveral  members  of  the  conmKin-council  of  Lon- 
don, demanded,  in  form,  of  the  lord-mayor,  that  a  council 
fhould  be  fummoned,  in  which  it  was  intended  to  move  for 
am  addrefs  to  the  king,  to  thank  him  for  his  great  caxe  of  the 
trade  and  commerce  with  Spain,  but  principally  to  expids 
their  hopes  of  his  calling  frequent  and  new  parliaments. 
The  lord-mayor,  perceiving  their  intentions,  refiifed  to  com- 
ply with  their  requeft  on  various  pretences.  Upon  this,  they 
publiflied  an  account  of  their  proceedings,  with  the  heads 
of  their  intended  addrefs,  under  the  art&d  title  of  ^  An 
*  apology  for  the  citizens  of  London,    for  dteir  not  ad- 


(b)  John  Sheffield*  duke  of  lord  chamberlain  by  hisfaccef- 

Bockinghaniydied  February  24,  for :    He  was  always  in  the  op« 

1 7  20-21,  He  had  himfelf  made  poiition  again  ft  kine  Williamy 

the  following  epitaph,  and  or-  and  made  privv  feal  by  qoeen 

dered  it  to  be  engraven  on  his  Anne.  Notwithftandinghis  dy- 

tomb  :  But  it  was  not  orthodox  ing  in  a  ftate  of  uncertainty,  as 

enough :  he  owned  in  his  epitaph,  he  had 

appeared  very  zealoos  for  the 

**  Pro  rege  faepe,  pro  repab-  Church.     He  left  a  fon  by  a  na^ 

lica  ifemper,  dubius  non  impro-  tural  daughter  of  king  Junei 

bus  vixi.    Incertus  nee  pertur-  the  Second,  who  are  fince  both 

batus  morior.     Chriftam  vene-  dead,  and  the  family  extind. 

ror.     In  Deo  confide  aeterno  ac  TKis  year,    Sept.  15,  died 

omnmotente.   ENS  ENTIUM  Matthew   Prior,  for  whom  a 

MtSERERE  MEI."  monument  was  eredcd  in  Weft- 

minfter-Abbey. 

He  was  made  knight  of  the 

Garter  by  king  Charles  II.  a&d  '  ditf« 
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*  dreffing  his  majefty  under  the  prcfent  circumftances  of  af-  Geo.  I. 

*  fairs/  .        lysf,. 

The  plague  ra^d  this  year  in  the  fouthern  parts  of  France,  - 
particularly  at  Marfeilles.     On  this  occafion  a  proclamation  ^^n^c  in 
was  publimed)  forbidding  any  perfon  to  come  into  England  *^'^"' 
from  any  part  of  France,  between  the  bay  of  Bifcay  aod 
Dunkirk,  without  certificates  of  health.     The  ftreets  weje 
,  ordered  to  be  pated  and  kept  clean ;  and  an  zA  of  parlia- 
ment paiTed  the  laft  feffion  for  prevention  of  infection,  l)y 
building  of  peft-houfes  (to  which  the  infeded  perfons,   gr 
healthy  of  an  infc&td  family,  were  to  be  removed^  and  by 
ordering  trenches  or  lines  to  oe  drawn  round  any  city,  town, 
or  place  infe&ed.     The  precautions  appearing,  to  fome.  to 
be  .unreafonable,  caufed  great  debates,  as  will  hereafter  be 
fccn. 

The  parliament  met  on  the  day  appointed,  0£lober  ig.  The  httfeC- 
and  the  feffion  was  opened  with  the  following  fpcech  from  the  fion  of  the' 
throne:  firftptrlit- 

xnent  of 

*^  My  lords  and  gentlemen,  .  Geoiie. 


cc 


T  Acquainted  you*  when  we  parted  laft,  with  our  having 
•*  renewed  all  our  treaties  of  commerce  with  Spain  j 
fihce  which,  peace  is  happily  reftored  in  the  North,  by 
*'  the  concluiion  of  the  treaty  between  the  czar  and  the  king 
**  of  Sweden,  and  by  that,  which  I  have  made  with  the 
**  Moors,  a  great  nnmber  of  my  fubjefts  are  delivered  from 
*'>  flavery ;  and  all  fuch  of  them,  as  trade  to  thofe  parts  of 
**  the  world,  are,  for  the  future,  fecured  from  falling  under 
**  that,  dreadful  calamity.  > 

*^  In  this  fituation  of  aiFairs,  we  (hould  be  extremely 
*^  wanting  to  ourfelves,  if  we  negle£l:ed  to  improve  the  fa* 
**  vourable  opportunity,  which  this  general  tranquility  give$ 
*^  us,  of  extending  our  commerce,  upon  which  the  riches 
f  *  and  grandeur  of  this  nation  chiefly  depend.  It  is  very  ob- 
**  vioos,  that  nothing  would  more  conduce  to  the  obtaining 
**  fo  public  a  good,  than  to  make  the  exportation  of  our  own 
^Vmanufa^tures,  and  the  importation  pf  the  commodities, 
*^  ufed  in  the  manufacturing  of  them  >  as  practicable  and  eafy 
**  as  may  be.  By  this  means,  the  balance  of  trade  may  b^ 
**  prcferved  in  ourfi^vQur^  our  navigation  incrcafed,  ^nd 
5' greater  numbers  of  our  pooV* employed.  ^  •> 

.  .*^  I  muft  therefore  recommend  it  to  you,  gentlemen  'of 
*^  the  houfe  of  commons,  to  confider  how  far  the  duties 
^^  upon  thefe  branches  may  be  taken  off  and  replaced,  with* 

K  c  3  "  ojut 


'^^s  tut  fit  "sfdBf*r 

Geo.  !•  **  ^^^  *'^7  violation  of  public  faith,  or  laying  any  hew  Imr- 
I72I-  **  ^^"  ^P^^  '"y  P^^P'^*  '^'^^  I  prom^e  myfelf^.tfaatyby  m 
"j  «  due  confideradon  of  this  matter,  the  produce  of  thofe 
^<  duties,  compared  with  the  infinite  advantages  that  will  ait- 
^<  crue  to  the  kinsdbm  by  their  being  tal^n  ofF,  will  be 
<<  found  fo  inconfid^rable,  as  to  leave  little  room  for  an^  £lf- 
•*  ficulties  or  obje£Kons. 

<*  The  fupplyin?  ourfelves  with  naval  ftores,  upon  teniis 
«<  the  moft  eaiy  and  leaft  precarious,  feems  highly  to  cfeierve 
<^  the  care  and  attention  of  ^parliament.  Our  plantation^  in 
<<  America  naturally  abound  with  moft  of  the  proper  mate« 
<<  rials  for  this  neceflary  and  efTential  part  of  our  tnufe  %iii 
<<  maritime  ftrength :  And  if,  by  due  encouragiemeot,  We 
<<  could  be  furnifhed  from  thence  with  thofe  naval  ftbie^, 
<<  which  we  are  now  obliged  to  purchafe  and  bring  ^otn  ftf- 
^V^'^^gi^  countries,  it  would  not  only  greaf!y  contribute  ip 
<^  the  riches,  influence,  and  potvtr  of  this  nation,  but,  fy 
^'  employing  our  own  colonies'  in  this  ufeful  and  advatf* 
«*  tagious  fervice,  divert  them  from  fetting  up  and  carnriog 
<<  on  manufadures,  which  diredly  intemre  with  thoie  <^ 
<«  Great-Britain* 

<<  Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 

^<  It  will  be  a  great  pleafure  to  me,  if,  in  raifing  the  flip; 
^^  plies  of  this  year,  it  may  be  fo  ordered,  that  my  peO|uc 
V  may  reap  fome  immediate  benefit  from  the  prefent  circixm- 
^^  ftances  bf  aflFairs  abroad.  I  have  ordered  efUniates  to  6e 
**  prepared  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year,  and  likewilc 
♦f  an  account  of  the  debts  of  the  navy  to  be  laid  befbit  JDu* 
*•  You  cannot  but  be  fenfible  of  the  ill  confequence^,  diat 
**  arife  from  fuch  a  large  debt  rferiiaining  unprovided  for } 
**  and  that,  as  long  as  the  navy  and  vidlualling  bills  are  at  a 
•*  very  high  difcount,  they  do  not  only  affed  all  other  public 
**  credit,  but  greatly  increafe  the  charge  and  cxpcnce  of  the 
•*  current  fervice.  It  is  therefore  very  much  to  be  vriAtd^ 
*^  that  you  could  find  a  method  of  difcharging  this  part  of  the 
^<  national  debts,  which  of  all  others  is  the  moft  heavy  arra 
"  burdenfome;  and  by  that  means  have  it  in  your  Jtrtfrcr 
*•  to  eafe  your  country  of  fbnie  part  of  the  taxes,  wHich^j 
"from  an  abfolute  neccfSiy,  dtey  h^ve  1)ceii  obliged  to 
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Geo.  I, 
*<  My  lords  9nd  gentlemen,  1721. 

^*  The  unsaleable  mifery  and  defolation,  that  hof  of  late 
^*  raged  in  fome  parts  of  Europe,  cannot  but  be  a  fufficieat 
^^  warning  to  us,  to  ufeall  poffible  precautions  to  prevent  the 
^^  contagion  from  being  brought  in  among  us.:  or,  if  thefo 
^'  kingdoms  (bould  be  vifited  with  fuch  a  fatal  calamity^  tc^ 
*«  bo  in  a  condition,  with  the  bleffing  of  God,  to  flop  its 
^*  farther  progrefs.  And  as  all  9ther  proviiions  will  be  alto-< 
*^  getber  vain  and  fruitlefs,  if  the  abominable  pradice  of 
^^  running  goods  be  not  at  once  totally  fupprefied,  I  moft 
^  eanieftly  recommend  to  you,  to  let  no  other  coniideratioi^ 
^^  ftand  in  competition  with  a  due  care  of  preferving  fa  ma^y. 
^^  tlioufand  lives. 

^'  The  feveral  affairs,  whiph  I  have  mentioned  to  you, 
\^  being  of  the  bigheft  and  moft  immediate  concern  to  the 
*^  whole  kingdom,  I  doubt  not  but  you  will  enter  into  the 
^^  confideratioQ  of  then)  with  that  temper,  unanimity,  an4 
*^  difpatcb,  that  the  neceffity  and  importance  of  them  re-. 


4€ 
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The  king,  in  this^^cech,  propofes  the  affairs  to  be  conii-> 
^ered  :  Shews  the  beft  manner  of  extending  commerce,  and 
fiipplying  naval  ftores  :  ExpreiTes  his.  concern  for  the  debts 
9f  the  navy,  and  hopes  they  will  be  taken  care  of  in  the  fup* 
^ies  for  theprefent  year:  Concludes  with  recommending  all 
poffible  means  to  prevent  the  plague,  or  ftop  the  progrefs  of 
its  contagion,  particularly  by  providii^  againft  the  praftice 
of  fmuggling. 

The  addreiles  of  thanks  were  fuitable  to  the  fpeech  ;  the  n 
king  was  congratulated  upon  his.  fuccefs  for  reftoring  thq 
tranquility  of  ^Uiropc,  and  fecuring  the  trade  of  the  nation 
hf  treaties:  Ai&irances  were  given  to  proceed  to  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  affiurs  recommended  by  him,  with  temper, 
VfHimmity  and*  difpatch.  Notwithftanding  thefe  aflurances 
^'  iinaoimity^  the  debates  ran  very  high  this  feffion,  and  no- 
bbing pafled  without  great  oppoiition. 

CMie  of  the  firil  debates  that  happened  in  the  hou(e  of  Mr.  Law 
lords  wa$  about  the  famous  Mr.  Law.   He  came  to  England,  ^^^JT^d  ° 
tm  the  20th  of  Odobjsr,  in  the  flfet  under  Sir  Johq  Norris    '^^^  ' 
bwfk  the  Baltic.     Mr.  Law,  after  th?  downfall  of  the  Mif- 
fifllppiftock,  hsMl  been  foi|:ed  to  leave  France,  to  avoid  the 
sefisnonient  of^  the  enraged  pec^lei,  ^bo  had  more  than  once 
attempted  his 'life.    Having  j^enit/gme  tii^e  at  Venice,  and 
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Geo.    I.  p2i<]  a  vlfit  to  the  pretender  at  Rome,  people  were  not  a  little 
17.21.     iurprifcd,  fome  time  after,  to  hear,  that,  he  was  gone  to  Ha- 

mm  nover,  from  whence  he  defigned  fhortly  to  come  into  Eng- 

land. He  was  brought  up  to  London  by  a  lord,  with  whom 
he  had  negotiated  for  great  parcels  of  ^uth-Sea  fiock ;  was 
privately  admitted  to  court)  and  having  taken  a  houfe  in 
Conduit-ftreet,  near  Hanover-Square,  he  was,  for  fome 
days,  vifited  by  great  numbers  of  perfons  of  quality  and  di- 
ftinft  on.  This  gave  fo  much  umbrage,  that,  on  the  26th 
of  October,  earl  Coninglby  reprefented  to  the  houfe  of  lords, 
how  dangerous  it  might  be,  on  (everal  accounts,  to  enteruin 
and  countenance  fuch  a  man  as  Mr.  Law  ;  and  a  day  being, 
at  his  motion,  appointed  to  confider  of  that  matter,  the  cart 
faid,  <  That  he,  the  earl,  could  not  but  entertain  fome 
X  jealoufy  of  a  perfon,  who  had  done  fo  much  mifchief  in  a 
neighbouring  kingdom,  and  who  being  Co  immenfely  rich, 
as  he  was  jeported  to  be,  might  do  a  great  deal  more  hurt 
here,  by  tampering  with  any,  who  were  grown  defperattf, 
by  being  involved  in  the  calamity  occafioned  by  the  fotal 
imitation  of  his  pernicious  projeds.  That  this  perfon  wai 
the  more  dangerous,  in  that  he  had  renounced,  not  only  his 
natural  affection  to  his  country,,  and  his  allegiance  to  hii 
lawful  fovereign,  by  being  naturalized  in  France,  and  openlv 
countenancing  the  pretender's  friends,  but,  which  waswoift 
of  all,  he  had  alfo  renounced  his  God,  by  turning  Roman 
Catholic:  Concluding,  that  they  ought  to  enquire.  Whether 
Sir  John  Norris  had  orders  to  bring  him  over  ?*  The  lord 
Carteret  anfwered,  *  That  Mr,  Law  had  many  years  ago, 
the  misfortune  to  kill  a  gentleman  in  a  duel ;  but  that,  ha- 
ving, at  laft,  received  the  benefit  of  the  king's  clemency, 
and  the  appeal  lodged  by  the  relations  of  the  deceafed  being 
taken  ofF,  he  was  come  over  to  plead  his  majefty's  pardon. 
That  there  was  no  4aw  to  keep  any  Engliihman  out  of  his 
country;  and  as  Mr.  Law  was  a  fubjeSof  Great-Britain,  it 
was  not  even  in  the  king's  power  to  hinder  him  from  coming 
over,  if  he  thought  fit.'  To  this  the  lord  Trevor  repWi 
*  That  Mr.  Law  was  indeed  a  fubjedof  Great-Britain,  and 
therefore,  as  fuch,  had  an  undoubted  right  to  come  hither, 
but  the  circurtiftances  of  a  perfon  of  his  charader  being 
brought  over  on  board  an  Englifli  admiral,  and  at  this  junc- 
ture of  time,  might  dcferve  the  confideration  of  that  houfe.* 
Earl  Cowper  fpoke  much  to  the  feme  efkA :  But,  however, 
the  iffair  wias  dropped,  and  Mr.  Law,  attended  by  the  duke 
of  Ar^yle,  and  the  earl  of  Hay,  pleaded  his  pardon  at  the 

tSn^'s-sench  according  toform,         

-  The 
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The  navy  debt,  which  was  increafed  to  1,700,000!.  and  Geo.  L  . 
pf  which  the  confideration  had  been  recommended  from  the     1721. 
throne,  occafioned  ^reat  debates  in  both  houfes.     Mr.  Free-  _ 

nan  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  refle£ted  with  fome  warmth  Debates  a- 
upon  the  perfons  concerned  in  that  part  of  the  adminiftration,  **°"L?'*'^" 
laying,  *  It  was  matter  of  wonder,  how  fo  great  a  debt  ^  ^ 
could  be  incurred,  when  the  parliament  had  provided  what 
had  been  deiired  on  that  head.'  Mr.  Shippen  hinted,  ^  That 
fuch  extraordinary  expences  could  not  be  for  the  immiediate 
fenrice  of  Great-critain,  but,  in  all  probability,  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  fome  foreign  acquifitions.'  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll 
Aid,  *'  That  he  was  not  againft  providing  for  any  juft  public 
debt ;  but  that,  in  his  opinion,  they  could  not  anfwer  it, 
either  to  themfelves,  or  tbofe  they  had  the  honour  to  repre- 
Cent,  if  they  gave  away  the  nation's  money  blindfold ;  and 
therefore  he  deiired,  that  the  houfe  might  be  informed.  How 
fo  great  a  debt  had  been  contraSed  ?'  To  this  Mr.  Walpole 
re{died,  ^  Nothing  in  the  World  was  more  reafonable ;  and 
dierefore  he  backed  the  motion,  for  having  a  particular  ac- 
count of  that  debt  laid  before  the  houfe ;  but,  in  the  mean 
time,  he  might  aflure  them,  that  near  1,100,000 1.  of  it  was 
contradcd  in  the  laft  reign  i  and,  as  the  perfpns  now  in  the 
adminiflration  were  not  anfwerable  for  that  part,  neither  did 
diey  defire,  that  above  one  mUlion  of  it  (hould  be  this 
year  provided  for/  This  was  agreed  to  without  divid- 
ing. 

The  fame  affiur  was  more  warmly  debated  in  the  houfe  of 
lords :  When  a  furprize  was  exprefled,  how  the  navy  debt 
came  to  be  fo  large,  it  was  anfwered  (as  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons) that  near  two  thirds  of  the  debt  had  been  contra^ed 
in  the  laft  reign,  of  which  the  proofs  were  ready.  Upon  this 
the  earl  of  Rochdler  faid,  ^  That,  fince  the  debt  was  in- 
curred, it  was  but  juftice,  that  they,  who  trufted  the  govern- 
ment, fliould  be  paid  i  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  became 
the  wiidom  of  that  houfe  to  endetvour  to  prevent  the  like  for 
thefuture,  and  to  reftore  the  navy  on  the  ancient  foot,  that 
is,  not  to  exceed  the  expences  provided  for  by  parliament/ 
And  moved  for  an  addrefs  to  that  purpofe.  This  was  oppo- 
fed  by  the  eail  of  Hay,  who  urged,  that  the  public^good, 
aad  the  fafety.of  the  nation,  being  the  grand  obje£l  and  rule 
of  government^  fome  latitude  muft  of  neceffity  be  given,  and 
allowance  made,  to  chofe  who  are  in  the  adminiftration,  for 
extraordinary  expences,  upon  >unforefeen  exigencies.  And 
therefore,  if  the  miniflers,  as  they  had  promifed  it,  gave  the 
iKiufe  a  fiitisfii^bry  aciotmty  how  the  debt  in  queftion  came 
f  *  to 
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Q^^  l^  to  be  dontraAcd,  there  wat,  in  his  opinion^  n»  occafion  far 

1721.'  inch  an  addiefs/    The  lord  chancellor  Paricer  and  otheny 

■  /  fpeaking  on  the  fiune  fide,  the  motion  for  an  addrefa  was  cc- 

"  je£ted  by  64  voices  (among  which  was  the  lord  Harcouit*8^ 

who  haa  been  lately  made  a  vifcount)  againil  22. 

In  feveral  other  debates  on  this  aflfair,  it  was  urged,  ^  That 
the  navy  debt  was  increafed  by  employing  more  feamen  than 
were  provided  for  by  parliament,   particularly  by  fending 
large  fleets  to  the  Baltic  and  Mediterranean,  and  keeping  the 
failors  in  pay  during  the  winter :   That  thefe  extraordinary 
expences  were  not  neceflary  for  the  fenrice  of  Great-Britain, 
and  therefore  it  was  proper  to  have  all  the  papers  relating  to 
the  northern  tranfadions,  particularly  the  lord  Carteret'a 
private  inftnidions,  laid  before  the  houie,  in  order  to  have 
foil  fatisfadion  omceming  the  grounds  of  thefe  expeditione^ 
and  fee  wbedier  the  zSt  of  fettlemtnt  had  been  no  ways  in- 
fringed by  them,  a  point  i)f  the  utmoft  confequence  to  the 
prefent  eihibliihment.     To  this  it  was  anfwercd.  That  the 
employing  more  feamenfor  feveral  years,  thanweiie  provided 
for  by  parliament,  was  occafioned  by  fervices  which  either 
were  purfuant  to  the  previous  advice,  or  had  the  fubfequeat 
approbation  of  one  or  both  houfes,  and  were  alfo  neoeffiuy 
for  the  fafety  of  the  kingdom,  and  tranqmlity  of  Europe : 
That,  the  nature  of  thefe  fervices  detaining  the  fi|uadxxiQe 
till  the  months  of  November  or  December,  the  paying  off 
the  feamen  was  inconfiftent  with  having  the  fhips   ready 
to  fail  early  in  the  fpring,  and  nothing  would  be  faved  hy 
•  it.     By  a  great  majority  it  was  voted,  that  the  lord  Carteict^s 
private  inftru£tions  ihould  not  be  addreffed,  and  that  the 
fending  a  fquadron  to  the  Baltic  did  noway  break  into  the  aft 
of  Settlement. 
Tbe  aflFairt       'l^hc  aflfairs  of  Spain  and  the  North  were  fo  equally  conf- 
er Spain  and  cemed  in  the  increafe  of  tbe  naval  debt,  that  the  inquiry  into 
the  North.   t|jg  ^,j,^^  naturally  led  to  tbe  inquiry  into  the  other.    The 
debate  was  opened  by  the  'duke  of  Wharton,  who  animad-* 
verted  upon  the  conduct  of  die  minifters,  both  «•  to  the  war 
and  peace  with  Spain,  and  moved  that  the  tveaty  with  that 
crown  might  be  laid  before  the  houfe.     The  earl  of  Sunder-* 
land  faid,  ^  He  did  not  dpobc  but 'his  m^e%  >  wooM  be  ri- 
ways   ready  to  comply  with,  the  defires  of  'that  houfe,  aad 
even  in  this  particular^  as- well  as  in  othcib;*but  that,  for 
his  part,  he  would  be  fo  &ee  as  tO':idedare.bBS  judgment 
againft  advifmg  hra  majefty  tocomnituiicqte>tl|e  treaty  ia 
queftion  at  this  jundure,  becaafe,  toT  hiad^ndwledge,  there 
was  in^it  a  fecrec  article,  wfaich.^  king^ief^pBiAchaddeN 

.fired 
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fired  tnJght  not  bfc  made  public,  till  ^fter  the  treaty  oF  Cam-  Geo.  ^* 
briy  <iras  ovexj  and,  bh.inajeffy  having  granted  that  reaueft,  laii* 
he  thercfotc  bbped  that  Koufe  woiild  not  defiic  his  niajefty  to  ^  ^ 
break  his  promlfe.*  Upon  this  the  dute  of  Wharton's  mo- 
tion was  rejeded  hy  a  majority  of  59  voices  againft  22.  In 
.  anbtfaer  debate  the  earl  of  Strafford  fuggefted,  *  That  as  the 
war  with  Spain  was  undertaken  without  necefSty,  or  a  juft 
provocation,  fo  the  peace  was  concluded  vt^ithout  any  benefit 
or  advantage.  That,  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations,  the 
Spaniih  fleet  Was  fallen  upon  without  any  declaration  of  war, 
and  eveii  tvhile  a  Britiih  minifter  and  a  fecretary  of  ftate  were 
amitablv  treating  at  Madrid  i  fo  that  the  Spaniards  might 
think  tnemfelve^  fecure  from  any  hol^ilities.  And,  as  the 
manner  of  beginning  the  war  did  not  appear  juHifiable,  fo 
neither  could  the  war  itfelf  be  cafily  reconciled  with  found 
politics,  fince  it  was  an  interruption  to  one  of  the  moft  va- 
luable branches  of  oof  trade,  and  at  a  time^  when  the  nation 
^oaned  under  the  prelTure  of  heavy  debts,  occafioned  by  a 
jormer  long  expenfive  war  :  Concluding  with  a  motion  for  an 
addrefs  to  his  majefty,  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  caufe  the. 
inftrufiions,  that  were  given  to  Sir  George  Byng  (now  lord 
Torrin'gton)  to  belaid  before  the  houfe/  But  as  the  motion 
Jot  the  treaty,  fo  this  for  the  inftru^lions  of  Sir  George  Byng, 
was  upon  the  queftion  rejeded  by  a  majoriry  of  67  againn  v 
24.  A  proteft  was  entered,  reprefenting  that  a  motion  for 
admiral's  inftru<5tions  had  never  been  denied ;  that,  without 
a  fight  of  the  lord  Torrington's  inflru£^ions,  the  war  with 
Spain,  in  which  the  adion  in  the  Mediterranean  involved  us, 
did  not  appear  jufflifiable,  and  it  was  plainly  prejudicial  to  the 
nation,  as  it  interrupted  our  commerce  with  Spain  and  oc- 
cafioned a  RnSt  union  between  the  French  and  Spanifh 
crowns,  which  it  was  the  intereft  of  Great-Britain  to  have 
kept  always  divided.  Nor  did  it  appear  that  Great-Britain 
reaped  any  fruits  from  that  War. 

After  this  it  was  moved,  that  the  houfe  would  inquire 
what  .was  becbme  of  the  (hips  taken  from  the  Spaniards,  and 
how  they  wqre :  difpofed  of,  and  an  ..addrefs  for  that  purpofe 
was  voted. 

The  dfbates  oh  the  navy  dent  being  put  off  for   three 
weeks,    a  protcft  jfTeb.    19)  was  entered   againft  it,    in 
which  the  fei^eral  /particulars|t)}at  were  defigned  to  be  pro-    ' 
ceeded^upon  were  fpecified,  but  they  were  afterwards  ex- 
panged  by  an  order  of  the  houfe.  .    . 

The 
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Geo.  I.      The  bill  to  prevent  infedion  from  the  plague  caured  like- 
1721.    wife  long  and  warm  debates  in  the  houfe  of  lords.    -Earl 
'  ■■  Cowper  moved,  ^  That  a  claufe  might  be  added  to  the  bOI 

A  t  ii «.     for  repealingnfo  much  of  the  late  quarentine  a(5l,  as  iropowers 
^ne.       ^^  government  to  remove  to  a  larazet,  or  peft-houfe,  any 
perfons  whatfoever,  infeded  with  the  plague,  of  healthy  per- 
fons  out  of  an  infeded  family,  from  their  habitations;  and 
alfo  fo  muqh  of  the  ad,  as  gives  power  for  the  drawing  lines 
or  trenches  round  any  city,  town,  or  place  infeded.    He 
reprefented,  that  thefe  powers  were  altogether  unknown  to 
our  conftitution,  inconfiftent  with  the  lenity  of  our  free  go- 
vernment, fuch  as  could  never  be  wifely  or  ufefiilly  put  In 
pradice ;  and  the  more  odious,  becaufe  they  feemed  to  be 
copied  from  the  arbitrary  government  of  France,  and  could  , 
not  be  executed  but  by  military  force.*    The  earl  alfo  op- 
pofed   the  forcing  perfons  to  accept .  nuHes  and  pbyficians 
appointed  by  the  government.     Though  the  repeal  of  the 
obnoxious  claufes  in  the  quarentine  aA,  met  with  much  op* 
pofition,  and   a  petition  from  .the  city  of  London,  for  that 
purpofe,  had  b^n  rejeded  by  the  lords :  Yet  an  aS  pafled 
at  laft  for  repealing  the  claufes  for  removing  perfons  to  peft- 
houfes,  and  drawing  lines  round  any  city  or  town  that  was 
infe£led. 
Debates  on       The  mutiny  and  defertion  bill  occafioned  the  ufuaT  dif- 
the  aiiny.    putes  about  the  army.     The  lord  Trevor  opened  the  debate 
with  a  long  fpeech,  wherein  he  excepted  againft  theclaufes  for 
punifliing  foldiers  with  death  for  defertion,  and  for  exempting 
them  from   being  arrefted  for  debt.    He  urged,  *  That  the 
exercife  of  martial  law  in  time  of  peace  was  unknown,  and 
repugnant   to  conftitution :  That  fuch   a  law  was  indeed 
necefiary  during  the  late  rebellion  ;  but,  there  being  at  pre- 
fent  no  fuch  reafon,  and  all  being  quiet  and  eafy  under  his 
majefty's  mild  government,  the  punifbment  of  offences  com- 
mitted by  the  foldiery  ought  to  be  left  to  the  civil  magiftrate. 
And  that,  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  unreafonable  to  grant 
foldiers  a  protedion  from  their  lawful  creditors,  fince  a  great 
many  poor  people,  who  might  be  drawn  in  to  traft  them, 
might  be  ruined'.'    After  a  warm  debate,  the  bill  paifed  with- 
out any  alteration  orredudi9n  of  the  forces. 
On  the  There  was  at  this  time  great  clamour  againfl  the  French 

French  buy-{)^i]j(Pg  a^j  buying  (hips  in  England.     Some  were  built  for 
EnguIS.*"  *em  at  Briftol,   and  more  at  London.     When  this  matter 
was  confidcred  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  it  was  fuggefted,  •  That 
the  pra&ice  of  building  (hips  for  foreigners  might  be  attended 
with  very  ill  and  dangerous  confequ^ncesj  for,  as  fuch  fo- 
reigners, 
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reigners,  though  at  prefent  in  amity  with  us,  may  yet,  one  Geo.  I. 
time  or  other,  become  our  enemies,  they  will,  in  fuch  a    1721. 
cafe,  make  ufe  of  thefe  very  ibips  to  fight  againft  us :  Befides  j  - 

this  general  confideration,  the  prefent  gi:eat  fqarcity  of  tim- 
ber in  England  made  fuch  a  pradice  fo  much. the  more  un- 
juftifiable,  efpecially  if  it  was  confidered  what  a  great  num- 
ber of  fliips  had  lately  been  built  for  the  French,  fome   of 
which  were  fixty  or  feventy  gun-ihips/     To  this  it  was  an- 
fwered,  ^  That  they  knew  of  no  law  in  being  to  hinder  any 
jhip-carpenter  from  working  for  any  one,  that  would  employ 
him.     That  the  French,  though  now  in  amity,  may  be  one 
day  our  enemies ;  but  yet,  if  they  built  not  here  fuch  fliips 
as  they  have  occafion  for,  they  might  get  them  built  in  Hol- 
land or  at  Hamburgh  s  and  they  were  of  opinion,  that  it 
was  better  for  us  to  get  their  money  than  our  neighbours : 
That  indeed,,  if  we  could  hinder  the  French  from  building 
fiiips  at  all,  it  would  be  prudent  to  doit;  but*  fince  they 
can  have  them  in  other  places,  our  prohibiting  them  to  buy 
them  here  would  rather  be  detrimental  than  advantageous  to 
us/     After  fome  other  fpeeches,  it  was  agreed  to  confult  the 
judges.     Upon  which  chief-juftice  Pratt,  in  the  name  of  all 
the  judges  prefent  Texcept  baron  Mountague,  who  defired 
further  time  to  coniider  of  it,  before  he  gave  his  opinion) 
declared,  *  That  they  knew  of  oo  law,  whereby  the  king 
was  impowered  to  hinder  any  of  hi|,  fubje£b  from  building 
fhips  for  any  one,  that  would  employ  them,  wbscher  natives 
or  foreigners.'    Earl  Cowper  faid,  if  there  was  no  fuch  law, 
it  was  high  time  there  (hould  be  one,  to  put  a  ftop  to  fuch  a 
pernicious  pradice  for  the  future,  and  therefore  moved,  that 
the  judges  be  ordered  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  that  purpofe.  But, 
after  fome  difputes  about  certain  provifoes,  the  confideration 
of  the  bill  was  put  off,  and  never  more  refumed. 

The  Quakers  having  petitioned  ^e  commons  for  leave  toThe^oa^ 
bring  in  a  bill  for  taking  out  of  their  folemn  affirmation  the^^  ^« 
words,  *  In  the  prefence  of  Almighty  God,'  a  bill  pafTefd  the 
houfe  for  that  purpofe,  and  was  fent  up  to  the  lords,  where 
it  occafioned  a  debate.     The  bifhop  of  Rochefter   having, 
among  other  things,  faid.   He  did  not  know  why  fuch  di<- 
ftinguifhing  indulgence,  as  was  intended  by  this  bill,  (hould 
be  allowed  to  a  fet  of  people,  who  were  hardly  Chriflians :' 
The  earl  of  Hay   anfwered,  *  He  wondered  that?  reverend 
prelate  fhould  call  in  quefiion,  whether  the  Quakers  were 
Chriftians,  fince  they  were  fb,  at  leafl  by  a£l  of  parliament,^ 
being  included  in  the  toleration  a£l,  under  the  general  deno- 
mination of  Protdlant  Diifcnters.    T^e  bifhop  replied.  It 
'  *  was 
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Geo.  I.  W^^  a^nft  the  ftandtog  ordecs  of  that  BnffxSt  ^SjmtAjf  j|o, 
ijzi'Zf  ip4^c  any  peifonal  rette£lioii$;  ^d  he  thought  it  ainu(^ 
^'i     I    •  greater  iodeceocy  to  make  a  jeft  of  aay  tbingy  that  was  fa- 
cred  ^  and  that  the  calling  the  Quakers  .Chiiroaos^  by  aft  of 
parliament,  was  a  ibct  of  JGidc-wiAd  rejSedtloa  uppa  Quji- 
ftianity  itfelf :  however,  he  would  jet  that  pafs,  ^nd  rcS^iv^ 
tp  another  ppportuaily  what  he  );iad.to  ctfer  aggiiul  the  t>UI. 
Accordingly*  he  afteiwards  end^ayc^u^eid  S^  pjove  ihe  Qj^a- 
kers  were  no  ChriAians^  ai\d  wa3J(ecooded.and  fitppprted  by 
the  earl  of  Strafford,  lord  North  and  Grey,  juid  the  archhi«* 
^^^*     Ihip  of  y9rk.    When  the  .hill  was  comiapitted,  a  petition 
***"*^  *^*    from  fome  oAhe  London  Clergy  was  ^urjefentcd  by  xhc  arqh- 
bi(hop  of  York,  fettingibrthj,  >  T^hal;^  the  .bill^xu^ht)  iait? 
coniequences,  nearly  affeiEl,tbe  proper^  qf  the  ii!^jf;&  ifi  ge- 
neral, Co  it  would,  m  a  ^ore  efpecial  m^^oo^x,  jbdang^  the 
legal  maintenance  qf  the  clergy  by  tythes,  io^foiuoh  gs  th^ 
people  called  Quakers  pretend  to  jdeay  <be  pfLyxfiepd  oftytb^ 
upon  a  principle  of  confcie^ce  ;  and  ther.^ore  n^gbt  be  under 
ftrong  inducements  to  eafe  their  copfqiences  in  that  J^^peStp 
.    by  violating  ^m  in  another,  when  their  iinmle.a^Sriiiation> 
qn  behalf  cjf  £rieiyl^  of  the.fameperfuafiQn,  ^naU  pafs  in  a{! 
ffourts  ,qif  judfcgiure  Yor  »leg^l  evi4ence.     However^  jthat  the 
iiyur^s^  which  the  ^petitioners  i^, their  private  affairs m^l: 
poffibly  fuflfer,  were^  ^  t^y  oqght  to  be,  of  fpaall  account 
with  tbqm,  in  ^omps^ ifi|p^  of  vthe  mifchiefe,  which  might  j:e- 
clound  .toibciety  from. the  indulgence  intended,  a^  it  Teemed 
to  imply,  that  jiiftice  may  be  duly  adminiftered,  and  go- 
vernment fu(^pqrted,  without  th^  interventipn  of  any  folema 
appeal  to  God  as  a  witnefs  of  (ruth  of  i^rbat  fs  ,faid,  .by  all 
perfohs,  in  all  cafes  of  great, impoctance  to  |he^ common  wel-- 
xare;  whereas  the  petitioners  were. fi^pily  perfuaded,  .that  an 
oath  was  inftituted  by  Qoi  h}mfelf,^ncl  the  fure0:  hpnd  of  fide- 
4*      }i^4Paoi)g  men,  and  hath  been  eftecmcd,  and  foui^d  to  be 
••«       fo  by  the  wifdom  and  experience  of  all  nations  in  all  ^es* 
But  that  what  chiefly  moved  the  petitioners  to.  apply  <toj£keir 
lordQiips,  was  their  ferious  ^oq/cern^  left  the  mipds  of  good 
1         men  .{hould  he  grieved  and  wounded,  and  the  enemies  of 
•        Chriftianity  triumph,  wb?;^  they  (hould  fee  fu^ch  cppdefcen* 
(ons  made  by  a  Chriftian  )egi{Ia(i4re  ,to  a.fet^^n^en,.  whp 
renounce  the  divine  inftitutipns  of  tjhrjft  i  paifti^ujijrly  Aal# 
by  which  the  faithful  ar^  initiated  into  his  re)igi^s  and^e- 
nominatod  Cbriftiap;; ;  ^iid  who  cannot,.on . this  acq^juat,  ac- 
cording to,  the.  uniform;  judgQi^t  ^d  pca<^ce.  pf  tlie  Cjatbf>- 
lic  Church,  be  deemed  wprjtby  of  tbatfa^ried  napic.     The 
petitioners  moreover  i^epr^fci^edj  that,  f.up(va  tjie„b^  infor- 
mation 
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matian  thsy  could  get,  the  inflanees,  wherein  any  Qydser  Geo*  I; 
had  refufed  the  folcmn  affinxuitka  prefcribed  bv  an  aA  in  the  ijai^aa. 
ytfa  and  8tk  years  of  William  lU,  had»  from  ^e  paffing  that  .  ■  ■  i^' 
ai£k  to  that  day,  been  exceeding  rare  $  fo  that  there  might  be 
snwnid  to  hope,  that  the  continued  ufe  of  the  faid  foleiAn  af- 
hrmation  would,  by  degreed,  have  entirely  cured  that  people 
of  ail  thofe  unreafonable  prejudices  againft  an  oath,  which 
the  ftfour  dcfigned  them  by  the  bill  might  tend  to  ftrengthen 
and  confinn.  And  die  petitioners  humbly  left  it  to  their 
lordfliips  wife  deliberations,  whether  fuch  an  extraordinary  in* 
dulgence  granted  to  a  people  already  as  is  conceived  too  nu« 
oieroua,  might  not  contrihue  to  multiply  their  fed,  and 
tempt  perlbns  to  piofefs  diem&lves  Quakers,  in  order  to  be 
exempted  finom  the  obligation  of  oaths,  and  to  ftand  upon  a. 
foot  of  privilege,  not  idlowed  to  the  heft  Chriftians  in  the 
kingibm/ 

'The  receiving  and  reading  of  this  petition  was  warmly  op-  it  is  r^ec. 
pofed,  and  the  qaeflion  lieing  at  laft  put,  it  was  rqeded.  ^* 
AH  the  bifhops  prefent  (except  the  two  archbiihopG,  thebi- 
ihop  of  Oxford  ♦,  Litchfield  and  Coventry  f,  andRochefter)  *  Po«w- 
were  agaiaft  the  petition.  The  hiihop  of  Saliftury  endea*  ^  ^^^ 
Youred  to  mitigate  the  matter,  and  propofed^  that  the  peti- 
tioners mipht  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition,  but  this 
was  oppowd  by  the  earl  of  Sunderland,  who  faid,  that  a 
committee  ought  to  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  authors 
and  promoters  of  it,  for  he  looked  upon  it  to  be  no  better 
dian  a  libel.  The  lord  Town&end  took  notice  .of  the  irre*^ 
gular  way,  in  which  the  petition  was  prcfented,  for  if  it  wa» 
a  petition  of  the  London  clergy,  it  ought  to  be  oiFered  either 
by  the  bifliop  of  that  diocefe,  or  the  archbifhop  of  Canter- 
bury;  -whereas  it  was  prefented  by  the  archbiihop  of  York, 
who  was  metropolitan  'of  another  province.  However,  a 
proteft  was  entered  by  feveral  lords  and  bifhops  againft  rcje^l'^ 
ing  the  petition.  After  this,  the  archbiihop  of  Canterbury 
moved,  diat  the  Quakers  affirmation  might  not  be  admitted 
in  courts  of  judicature,  but  among  tfaemfelves;  and  the  arch-* 
biihdp  of  York  moved  for  a  claufe^  that  the  Quakers  afBrma- 
lion  fliould  not  go  in  any  fuit  at  law  for  tythes:  But,  after 
ibme  fiuther  debate,  the  bill  was  gone  through,  and  fent 
hack  to  the  commons ;  but  a  proteft  was  entered  agaiaft  it  by 
feverel  lofds  and  bi^iops; 

As  nothing  had  pafled  without  being  protefted  ^ainft,  the  An  order 
earl  of  Sanderkmd,  towards  the^^eBd  of  thefeifion,  took  no- about  pro* 
lice,  *  That  the  privilege  of  eintcsring  protefts  had,  of  late,  ^^* 
hcCA  fc  muohabiifedt  that>  in  his  opini^j\,  fame  reftaint 

ought 
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Geo.  I.  ought  to  be  put  to  it  by  limiting  the  time  for  entermg  profidb 
1 72 1 -22. upon  aiking  leave  of  the  houfe,  which  was  never  denied: 
■      ■■■     -And  therefore  he  moved,  that  fuch  lords,  as  fhall  enter  thdr 
proteftations  with  reafons,  fliall  do  the  fame  before  two 
o'clock  the  next  fitting  day,  and  fign  them  before  idie  houfe 
rifes/    This  was  oppofed  bv  the  lord  Cowper,  whoalledged, 
^  That  the  time  being  fo  fnovt,  and  very  few  lords  ooming 
fo  early,  fuch  an  order  would  in  eSeSt  put  an  end  toaBpro- 
tefting,  which  was  an  ancient  privilege  of  that  houfe/  The 
bifliop  of  Rochefter  added,  ^  That  if  protefts  were  limited 
to  fo  fhbrt  a  time,  this  was  at  leaft  the  way  to  have  them 
crude  and  indigefted ;  and  he  thought  it  4inbecoming  the  dig* 
nity  of  that  auguft  aiembly  to  have  any  thing  entered  upon, 
their  journals,  which,  were  records  for  after  ages,  before  it 
.  had  been  duly  confidered,  and  well  digefled/    However,  it 
was  refolved,  that  it  (houldbe  a  ftanding  order  of  the  houfe 
(inftead  of  the  order  of  the  5th  of  March,  1641)  That  fuch 
lordS)  as  ihall  enter  their  proteftations  with  reafons,  fliall  do 
the  fame  before  two  o'clock  the  next  fitting  day,  and  figa 
them  before  the  houfe  rifes. 
Tlie  bill  for     The  commons  after  having  granted  the  neceflary  fupplies, 
freedom  of  brought  in  a  bill  forfccuring  the  freedom  of  ele£Hons  of  mcm- 
re^eaed  by  ^^^  ^f  parliament.   Great  debates  arofe  about  feveral  claufes 
Ibe  lords,    that  were  offered  to  be  inferted  in  the  bill ;  particularly)  that 
no  officer  of  the  cuftoms  or  excifc  ihould  vote  at  any  dedion 
for  parliament  men.     This  was  ftrenuoufly  oppofed,  as  ta- 
king away  from  thofeofficers  their  birthright,  asEnglifhmen 
and  Freeholders;    upon  which   that  claufo  was  dropped* 
Another  was  propofed,  that  no  perfon,  who  did  not  pay  fcot, 
and  lot,  fhould  have  a  vote  in  a  corporation.     This  was  alfo 
oppofed,  ^  becaufe   ("as  it  was  urged^   it  had  already  been 
adjudged  at   committees  of  eledions,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
houfe  in  feveral  cafes,  that  fuch  perfons,  in  fome  places^ 
fhould  have  no  votes  ;  and  in  other  places  they  (hould  be  al- 
lowed to  vote,  provided  they  did  not  receive  alms  from  the 
parifh/  As  this  claufe  was  not  infifted  upon,  the  bill  paiied, 
and  was  fent  up  to  the  lords.     The  earl  of  Sunderland  en- 
deavoured to  ihew  the  impoffibility  of  the  feveral  claufes  of 
the  bill  being  put  in  execution,  without  expofing  the  moft 
innocent  perfons  to  the  guilt  of  perjvry.     After  feveral 
fpeeches  on  both  fides,  the  bill  was  reje£ted  by  48  voices 
againft  30. 
Thcpariu-      An  aft  parted  this  feffion,  to  enable  the  South*Sca  com- 
ment is  dif-  pany  to  difpofe  of  the  eiFefts  in  their  hands  by  way  of  lottciy 
f^"«<i»       or  (ubfcription,  in  order  to  pay  the  debts  erf  the  coapaw. 
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By  a  cladfc  in  this  biD,  tbe  Sostfa-Sea  companjr  were  hn-  Geo.    J. 
powered  to  fell  aao^oooL  a  year  of  their  capital  itock  for  the  1721-22. 
fame  purpofe*    Another  ad  pailed^  to  prolong  the  times  for  — — — 
hearing  and  detennioihg  claims  upon  the  eftates  of  (he  South- 
Sea  diredorsy  and  of  Mr.  Aifiabie  and  Mr.  Craggs. 

On  fhe  7th  of  March,  the  bufmefs  of  the  ielfion  bctng  '^^  P"'^*- 
^ffCTy  the  king  came  to  tbe  houfe  of  pcers>  and  put  an  end  to  ^^^^ 
the  parliamenty  with  the  following  4>cech  to  both  houfe& : 

*  My  lords  and  gientlemen, 

"^  O  U  could  nor  bare  gfven  me  a  more  acceptable  in-  .   • 

^  ftance  of  yottr  zeal  and  affedion^  than  by  di(patch  - 
ing,  with  fo  much  unanimity^  the  feveral  particulars  I  re- 
commended to  you  at  the  beginning  of  this  fefEon^  for  tb^ 
cafe  and  advantage  of  my  people. 

*-  The  many  and  great  encouragements  you  have  given  to 
our  tirade  and  manufa6hires,  and  the  provifion  you  have 
made  for  our  being  fupplied  with  naval  ftores  from  our  own 
plantations^  will,  I  make  ho  doubt,  excite  theinJufiryof 
my  fubje^ls,  employ  a  greater  number  of  the  poor,  increafq 
our  navigation,  and  be  a  confiderable  addition  to  the  riches 
and  ftrength  of  this  nation. 

*  Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 

*  The  rai&ig  the  current  fupplics  for  the  year,  and  the 
making  a  provifion  for  the  difrharge  of  fo  confiderable  a 
part  of  the  dept  of  the  navy,  is  a  farther  proof  of  your  af- 
fe£lion  to  me,  and  your  regard  for  the  public  s  and  your 
doing  it,  in  a  manner  fo  little  burthenfome  to  my  people, 
gives  me  the  greateft  fatisfadion. 

*  My  lords  and  gentlemen, 

*  I  cannot  in  juftice  part  with  this  parliament,  without  re- 
turning you  my  fincere  thanks  for  your  ftcady  and  refo* 
lute  adherence  to  my  perfbn  and  government,  and  to  the 
intereft  of  the  Proteftant  caufe  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
The  enemies  of  our  happy  conftitution  have  given  the 
flrongeft  ^nd^moft  honourable  tefiimony  of  your  behaviour 
in  thefe  particulars,  by  the  implacable  malice,  which  they 
have^  upon  all  occafions,  exprefled  againft  you. 

^  You  muft  all  be  fenfible,  that  they  are  at  this  jun3urc 
reviving,  with  the  greateft  induftry,  the  iame  wicked  arts 
Vol.  XJX.  F  f  'of 
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Geo.  I.  ^  of  cs^Iumny  and  defamation,  which  have  been  tile  conftvll 
1721-22  ^  preludes  to  public  troubles  and  diforders  :  And  fuch  is  their 
_  '  infatuation,  that  they  flatter  themfelves,  the  grofleft  mifre* 

*  prefentadons  will  turn  to  their  advantage,  and  give  tbem  an 
^  opportunity  of  recommending  themfelves  to  the  favour  atn4 

<  good  opinion  of  my  people.    But  I  have  fo  juft  a  confi- 

*  dencc  in  the  affeflion  of  my  fubjefts,  and  in  their  regarA 

<  for  their  own  welfare,  .that  I  am  pcrfuaded  they  will  not 

*  fuiFer  themfelves  to  be  thus  impofed  upon,  and  betrayed 
'  into  their  own  deftru£lion. 

^  For  my  part,  as  the  prefervation  of  the  conftitution  in 

<  chdrch  and  ftate  iball  always  be  my  care,  I  am  firmly  it* 

*  termined  to  continue  to  countenance  fuch,  as  havt  mani- 

<  fefted  their  zeal  for  the  prefent  eftablifiiment,  and  have  the 
^  religion  and  civil  rights  of  all  my  fubjeds  truly  at  heart; 

*  and  I  queftion  not  but  that  behaviour,  which  has  juftly  rc-^ 
^  commended  them  to  me,  wiU  effe£luaUy  ieoure  to  them 

*  the  goud-\yin  of  all  that  arc  wdl-affedacl  to  mjr  govcm- 

*  ment,  and  will  convince  the  world,  that  the  exp^litians 

*  of  thofe  are  very  ill  grounded,  who  hope  to  prevail  with  a 
'  ProteiUnt  free  people,  to  give  up  their  religion  and  liberties 

*  into  the  hands  of  fuch  as  are  enemies  unto  both.' 

After  this  fpeech  the  parliament  was  prorogued  to  the  ijtb 
of  March,    but,  on  the  loth,  a  proclamation  was  publiflied 
to  diflfolve  the  parliament,  and,  three  days  after,  another  for 
•  calling  a  new  one. 

1722. 
Dctth  of        Soon  after  the  di/Iblution  of  the  parliament,   died  Charfca 

s^*dcri«id   ^P^"^^^  ^^^^  of  Sunderland,   whofe  abilities  as  a  minifier 
April  9.    *  were  indifputable,  but  who  expofed  himfeif  to  great  odium 
by  the  violence  of  his  temper,  and  the  (hare  he  was  tbon^t 
to  have  had  in  the  South -Sea  fcheme;  and  in  the  later  |»art 
of  his  life  it  is  thought,  upon  good  grounds,  that  he  had  en- 
tered into  correfpondcncies  and  defigns,  which  would  have 
been  fatal  to  himfeif,  or  to  the  public, 
tnd  of  tbe       His  death  was  followed  in  lefs  than  a  month  hy  diat  of  his 
NMb^'      father-in-law  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  whofe  chaiaSerte^ 
rough. '      l^^cn  given  in  the  former  part  of  this  hiilory  (a).    He  WM 

June  i6.  ^  itt^ 

^a)  It  may  not  be  improper  heiai,    which  eaaaianiei  tk^ 

to  infert  here  the  monumental  dubeof  Marlhorovgh'sespl^Hts 

infcription  on  the  pillar  in  the  in  a  plaia,  elepn^  aadjMfctt^ 

park,  before  the  caftle  of  Blen-  line  Xglt : 


6  F    E  N  6  L  A  N  D.  ASt 

mttrret  Ac  9th  of  Auguft,  with  great  funeral   pomp,  m   Geo.  J. 
Wcftminftcr-Abbcy ;  and  was  iucceeded  as  maftcr-general     1722; 

of  ■ 

Tlie  CMci6f  BlenbeiiB  was  fbimdecl  by  (^  Afiit. 

In  the  fourth  Year  of  her  Reign  ; 

In  the  Year  of  the  Chriflian  ifira  1705  ; 

A  Mcmament  deffgned  to  perpetuate  the  Memory  of  the  fignal 

Vi^ry 
Obtained  over  the  French  and  Bavarians> 
Near  the  Village  of  Blenheim, 
On  the  Banks  of  the  Danube, 
'»y  JOHN  Duke  of  MARLBOROUGH: 
The  Hero  not  only  of  his  Nation,  but  of  his  Age ; 
Whofe  Glory  was  equal  in  the  Council  and  in  the  Field  s  ' 

Who  by  Wifdom,  Juflice,  Candour  and  Addrefs, . 
Reconciled  various,  and  even  oppofite  Interefts : 
Acquired  an  Influence,  which  no  Rank,  no  Authority 

can  give. 

Nor  any  Force  but  that  of  fuperior  Virtue  ; 

Became  the  fixed  important  Center^ 

Which  united  in  one  common  Caufe 

The  principle  States  of  Europe  ; 

Who  by  military  Knowledg/e,  and  irreiiftible  Valoif, 

In  a  long  Series  of  uninterrupted  Triumphs, 

^  Broke  the  Power  of  France, 

When  raifed  the  higheft,  when  exerted  the  moft  ; 

Refcued  thcf  Empire  from  Defolation  ; 
AiTerted  and  confirmed  the  Liberties  of  Europe. 


pHitiP,  a  grandibn  of  the 
iMHife  of  France,  united  to  the 
iiitiirefb,  diredled  by  the  policy, 
iiip)k>fted  by  the  arms  of  that 
crown,  was  placed  on  the 
-Aroneof  Spain.  King  William 
Ae  Third  beheld  this  formida- 
ble union  of  two  great,   and 


once  rival,  monarchies.  Attho 
end  of  a  life  fpent  in  defending 
the  liberties  of  Europe,  he  faw 
them  in  their  greatefl  danger. 
He  provided  for  tlieir  fccurity, 
in  tne  moil  efifefittal  manner. 
He  took  the  duke  of  MarIbo« 
rough  into  his  fervice. 


Ambaflador  extraordinary  and  Plenipotentiary 
To  the^  States-General  of  the  United  Fiovinces. 


f  f* 


The 
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Geo.  L  of  the  ordinance,  and  colonel  of  the  6x&  a^egiment  of  feo(« 
1722.     guards  by  (he  carl  of  Cadqgan« 


The  duke  contraded  federal . 
alliances  before   the  death  of 
king  William.  He  confirmed 
and  improved  thefe.  -  He  con-- 
tradlcd  others,  afler  the  acceflion 


of  Queen  Ankk;.  aad  reunited 
the  confedeiacy,  which  had 
been  diiTolved  at  die  end  of  a 
former  war,  iq  a  ftrider  and 
fijmer  league. 


Captain-General  and  Commander  in  Chief 
Of  the  Forces  of  Great-Britain. 


The  duke  led  to  the  field  the 
army  of  the  allies.  He  took 
with  furprizing  rapidity  Vcn- 
lo,  <  Ruremonde,  Stevertfwaert, 
Liege. .  He  extended  and  fccu- 
red  the  frontiers,  of  the  Dutch. 
The  enemies,  whom  he  found 
infulting  at  the  gates  of  Nim- 
weghen,  were  driven  to  feek 
for  fhelter  behind  their  lines. 
He  forced  Bonne,  Huy,  Lim- 
bourg  in  another  campaign.  Pie 
opened  the  communication  of 
the  R^hine,  as  well  as  the  Maes. 
He  added  all  the  country  be- 
tween thefe  rivers  to  his  former 
conquefts.  The  arms  of  France, 
favoured  by  the  defedlion  of  the 
cledlor  of  Bavaria,  had  pene- 
trated into  the  heart  of  the  em- 
pire. This  mighty  body  lay 
expofed  to  immediate  ruin.  In 
that  memorable  crifis,  the  duke 
ofMARLBOROUGHlcd 
his  troops  with  unexampled  ce- 
lerity, fccrecy,  order,  from  the 
Ocean  to  the  Danube.  He  faw ; 
he  attacked  j  nor  flopped,  but 
to  conquer  the  enemy.  He 
forced  the  Bavarians,  fuilained 
by  the  French,  in  their  Urong 
intrenchments  at  Schellenberg. 
He  pafled  tlie  Danube.  A  fe- 
cond  royal  army,  compofed  of 
the  beft  troops  of  Prance,  was 
fept  10  reinforce  the  firll.  That 


of  the  confederates  wa»  divided. 
With  one  part  of  it  the  fiege  of 
Ingolftadt  was  carried  on .  With 
the  other  the  duke  gave  battle 
to  the  united  ftrengtn  of  France 
and  Bavaria.  On  the  iecond 
dayof  Auguft,  1704,  he  gained 
a  more  glorious  victory  than 
the  hiftories  of  amr  age  can 
boaft.  The  heaps  of  flain  were 
dreadful  proofs  of  his  valour. 
A  marflial  of  France,  whole  le-« 
gions  of  Freuch,  his  prifoners, 
proclaimed  his  mercv.  Bavaria 
wasfabdaed.  Ratilbon,  Augs- 
burg, Ulm,  Meminghen,  all 
the  ufurpations  of  the  enemy, 
were  recovered^  The  liberty  of 
the  diet,  the  peace  of  the  em- 
pire, were  rellored.  From  the 
Danube  the  duke  turned  his 
vi^orious  arms  tovvard  the 
Rhine,  and  the  Mofelle.  Lan- 
dau, Treves,  Tracrbach»  were 
taken.  In  the  courfe  of  one 
campaign  the  very  nature  of  the 
war  was  changed.  The  inva* 
ders  of  other  ftates  were  reduced 
to  defend  their  own.  The 
frontier  of  France  was  expofed 
in  its  weaken  part  to  the  efRorts 
of  the  allies. 

That  he  might  improve  his 
advantage,  that  he  might  puih 
the  fam  of  things  to  a  fpeedy 
decifion,  the  duke  of  MARL- 
BO^ 


Oli'    ENGLAND.       *  -t\s^ 

*r*he  cleflions  for  members  of  parliament  were  carried  dn  Geo.   L 
with  great  ieal  on  both  fides,  but  the  majority  of  the  elec-    17^^» 

ted,    ■ 


feOROUGH  led  his  troops 
t^rly  in  the  following  year  once 
more  to  the  Mofelle.  ^hcy, 
whom  he  had  faved  a  f«w 
months  before,  negleded  to  fe- 
cond  him  now.  They,  who 
might  have  been  his  compa- 
nions in  conqneft^  refufed  to 
join  him.  When  he  faw  the 
generous  defigns  he  had  formed 


of  the  next  campaign*  when  all 
his  army  was  not  yet  aflembled, 
when  it  was  hardly  known  that 
he  had  taken  the  field,  the  noifc, 
of  his  triumphs  was  heard  ovef 
Europe.  On  the  i  zxh  of  May> 
1706,  he  attacked  the  French, 
at  Ramilies.  In  the  {pace  of 
two  hours,  the  whole  army  was 
put  to  flight.     The  vigour  and 


fruftrated  by  private  interefl,  by    conduct,  with  which  he  itnpro- 
pique,  by  jealoufy,  he  returned    ved  this  fuCcefs,  were,  equal  to 


with  fpeed  to  the  Maes.  He 
returned ;  and  fortune  and  vic- 
tory returned  wi  th  him .  Liege 
was  relieved;  Hay  re-taken; 
the  French,  who  had  prefled 
the  army  of  the  States-General 
with  fuperior  numbers,  retired 
behind  intrenchments,  which 
they  deemed  impregnable.  The 
dake  forced  thcfe  in  trenchments, 
with  inconfiderable  lofs,  on  the 
7th  day  of  July,  170c.  He  defea- 
ted a  great  part  Or  the  armv, 
which  defended  them*  Tne 
reft  efcaped  by  precipitate  re- 
treat. If  advantages  propor- 
tionable to  this  fuccefs  were  not 
immediately  obtained,  let  the 
failure  be  aicribed  to  that  mis- 
fortune, which  attends  moft 
confederacies,  a  divifion  of  opi- 
nions, where  one  alone  fhould 
judge;  a  divifiOn  of  powers, 
where  one  alone  fhould  com'* 
mand.  The  difappointment  it- 
felf  did  honour  to  the  duke.  It 
became  the  wondef  of  mankind 
how  he  could  do  {o  much  under 
thofe  feftraints,  which  had  hin- 
dered him  from  doing  more* 

Powers  more  abfolute  were 
given  him  afterwards .  The  in  - 
creafe  of  his  powers  multiplied 
his  viclcxles.     At  w  opening 


thofe,  with  which  he  gained  it. 
Louvain,  BrufTels^  Malines^ 
Liere,  Ghent,  Oudenard,  Ant- 
werp, Damme,  Bruges>  Cour- 
tray  furrendered.  Oftend,  Mc- 
nin,  Dendermond,  Aeth  wer6 
taken.  Brabant  and  Flanders 
were  recovfered.  Places  which 
had  refifted  the  greateft  generals 
for  months,  for  years ;  provin* 
ces,difputed  forages,  were  the 
conqueih  of  a  fummer.  Not 
was  the  duke  content  to  triumph 
alone.  Solicitous  for  the  gene- 
ral intercft,  his  care  extended  to 
the  remoteft  fcenes  of  the  war. 
He  chofe  to  leflen  his  own  army> 
that  he  might  enable  the  leaders 
of  other  armies  to  conquer.  To 
this  it  muflbeafbribedthatTu* 
rin  was  relieved,  the  duke  of 
Savoy  reinftated,  the  French 
driven  with  confuiion  out  of 
Italy. 

Thefc  vi£lorie$  gave  the  Con^ 
federates  an  opportunity  of  car- 
rying the  war,  on  every  fide, 
into  the  dominions  of  France. 
But  fhe  continued  to  enjoy  a 
kind  of  peaceful  neutrality  la 
Germany.  From  Italy  fhe  was. 
oi^ce  alarmed,  and  had  no  more 
to  fear.  The  entire  redu£Uoa 
of  this  power,  whofe  ambition 
Ff  3  h»d 
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Geo..  I.  tg^i^  was  clearly  in  favour  of  the  court ;  as  was  likewife  tkait 

1722.    of  the  iixteen  Scots  peers,  who  were  the  dukes  of  Montrofi: 

wii '  and 


h^d  caaicd,  whofe  ftrength  fnp- 
ttortedthe  war,  feemed  referved 
TOT  him  aloDc,  who  had  fp  tri- 
umphantly begun  the  glorious 
work. 

'  The  barrier  of  France,  on 
the  fide  of  the  Low-Countries, 
had  been  forming  for  more  than 
balf  a  century.  What  art, 
power,  expence  could  do,  had 
been  done  to  render  it  impene- 
trable. Yet  here  (he  was  moil 
expofed ;  for  here  the  duke  of 
MARLBOROUGP  threa- 
tened to  attack  her. 

*  To  cover  what  they  had 
gained  by  furprizc,  or  had  been 
yielded  to  them  by  treachery, 
the  French  marched  to  the  banlf  s 
of  the  Schelde.  At  their  head 
were  the  princes  of  the  blood, 
and  their  mod  fortunate  general, 
the  duke  of  Vendofme.  Thus 
commanded,  thus'  pofted,  they 
.  hoped  to  check  the  vi^lor  in  his 
courfe.  Vain  were  their  hopes. 
The  duke  of  MARLBO- 
ROUGH pafled  the  river  in 
their  fight.  He  defeated  their 
whole  army.*  The  approach  of 
night  concealed,  the  proximity 
of  Ghent  favoured  their  flight. 
They  negle£lcd  nothing  to  re- 
pair their  lofs ;  to  defend  their 
frontier.  New  general f,  new 
armies,  appeared  in  the  Nether- 
lands. All  contributed  to  en- 
hance the  glory,  none  were  able 
to  retard  the  progrefs  of  the 
confederate  arms. 

LiHe,  the  bulwark  of  this 
barrier,  was  beficgcd.  A  nu- 
merous garrifon  and  a  marfhal 
of  France  defended  the  place. 
Prince  Eugene  cf  Savoy  com- 


manded, the  duke  of  MARL- 
BOROUGH  covered  and 
fttftained  the  fieee.  The  iivers 
were  feized,  and  the  commoni- 
cation  with  Holland  interrupted* 
The  duke  opened  new  comnm- 
nications  with  great  labour,  and 
much  greater  art.  Thioagk 
countries,  over-run  by  the  ene- 
my, the  neceflary  convoys  ar- 
rived in  fafety.  One  alone  wa$ 
attacked.  The  troops  which 
attacked  it,  were  beat.  The 
defence  of  Lifle  was  aaimated 
by  afiurances  of  relief: 

The  French  aflembled  all 
their  force.  They  marched  to- 
wards the  town.  The  duke  of 
MARLBOROUGH  ofiexed 
them  battle,  without  fuipesding 
the  fiege.  They  abandoned  the 
enterprize.  They  came  to  Uve 
the  town.  They  were  ipeda* 
tors  of  its  fall. 

From  this  conqueft  the  duke 
haHened  to  others.  The  pofts 
taken  by  the  enemy  en  the 
Schelde  were  furprized.  That 
river  was  pailed  the  iecond 
time  ;  and  notwithftanding  the 
great  preparations  made  to  pre- 
vent it,  without  oppofition. 

BruiTels,  befieged  by  the  elec- 
tor of  Bavaria,  was  releiVed. 
Ghent  furrendered  to  the  duk^ 
in  the  middle  of  at  winter  re- 
markably feverc.  An  anny, 
little  inferior  to  his  own,  march- 
ed out  of  the  place. 

As  foon  as  the  feafon  of  the 
year  permitted  him  to  open 
another  campaign,  the  duke  oe- 
fieged  and  took  Tournav.  He 
invefied  Mons.  Near  this  city 
the  French  army,  covered  br 

thicK 
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mtti  Roxburgh,  the  marquifs  of  Twedalc,  the  earls  of  Su-  Geo.  I* 
therland,  Rothes^   Loudon,  Haddingtcin,  Buchan,  SellMrk,     IjZz* 
Orkney,  Stair,  D^loraine,  Ilay,  Hoptoun,  Bute,  and  Aber*  ■ 
deen  (b)« 


thick  woods,  defended  by  treble 
imreocbnifnts,  waited  to  moleft, 
nor  prefumed  to  oiter  battle. 
Bvtti.tbia  wa$  not  attempted  by^ 
ikem  with  impunity.    On  the 
Jag  day  of  Augoft,  ^7^^»  the 
duke  attacked  them  in  their 
camp.    All  wks  employed^  no- 
thing availed  again  ft  the  refolu-> 
tioii  of  fttch  a  jreneral ;  againi^ 
the  fury  of  fuch  trOf^s.    The 
battle  was  bloody.     The  event 
'41tciJire.    The     woods     were 
jHlcrced.Thefortilications  tram* 
pled  down.    The  eaemy  lied. 


The  town  was  taken.  Donay, 
fiethune,    Mre,    St.    Venan^ 

fiouchain  underwent  the  fame 
fate  in  two  fucceeding  years. 
Their  vigorous  rcfiftance  could 
not  fave  them.  The  army  of 
France  durft  not  attempt  to  re« 
licvc  th^m.  It  Teemed  preferved 
to  defend  the  capital  of  the  mo* 
narchy. 

The  profpe^  of  this  extreme 
diftrefs  was  neither  diftant,  nor 
dubious.  The  French  acknow- 
ledged their  con(|ueror,  and 
faed  for  peace. 


TJiefe  are  the  A£Uons  of  the  Duke  of  M  AR  LBOROUGH 
Performed  in  the  Compafs  of  few  Years, 
Sufficient  ta adorn  the  Annals  of  Ages. 

The  Admiration  of  other  Nations 

Will  be  conveyed  to  lateA  Poilerity, 

In  the  Hiilories  even  of  the  Enemies  of  BaiTAiir. 

The  Senfe,  which  the  British  Nation  had 
Of  his  tranfcendent  Merit, 
Was  exprelTed. 
^'  Xn  the  mod  folemn,  moft  eifedtual,  mod  durable  Manner. 

The  Acts  of  Parliambnt,  ihfcribed  on  this  Pillar, 

Shall  (land 
As  long  as  the  British  Name  and  L^guage  laft,    ^ 
lUuilrious  Monuments 
Of  MARLBOROUGH'S  Glory 

And 
Of  Brjtaiv's  Gratitude. 


(b)  About  this  time  David 
Gfaham,  eldeft  fofi  of  the  duke 
of  Montrofs,  was  created  earl 
Graham  of  ^elford  in  Nordium- 
berland,  and  Robert  Ker,  only 
Ion  of  (he  duke  of  Roxburgh, 


earl  Ker  of  Wakefield  in  York- 
fhire.  John  Leftlic,  earl  of 
Rothes,  dying  foon  after  his 
election,  James  Ogilvie,  earl  of 
Finla^erand  Sea£eld  waseleft* 
ed  in  his  r^in« 


ffi 
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CHAP.    V, 

Afloi  £fctroered—fevrralferfon5  taken  up -fir/l  feSum 

(f  tbefecvnd  parSamenl — "--debates  on  ibe  fujpei^lum  if 
the  Habeas  Corpus  aS-^tbe  preteudet^s  Jeciaratit 
u  tax  upon  Paptfts'^—^trial  and  execution  if  Lofer' 
a8  agaif^  tt/bop  Atterbury — Burfortschb — tbe  Ham- 
bur^  bttery-'theOJiend  Ea/l-India  amfauf — tbefe£im 
efids — the  kirg  goa  abroad-'his  clememy'^-ftafe  if  foreign 
avoirs — fVoo^s  baf -pence — deatb  if  earl  Cowper—if 
the  duke  if  Orleans — tbe  ih^  returns — tbe  feamd  ff- 
/ton  of  tbe  fecond  parliament — its  proceedings  and  ^id 
^^^^tbe  ksn£s  letters  to  tbe  unwerfties — king.PhiUp*s 

abdication perfecution  in  France — and  at  Tbem^' 

tbe  third  fcjfton  of  tbe  feamd  parliament — cffcdr  if  the 
waft'^s  in  chancery — trial  if  tbe  earl  <f  Macdesfield-^ 
debts  if  tbe  civil  lijt  difcbarged — BoUngbrcke  petitions 
tbe  parliament^-^^bili  paffed  in  bis  favour — oiber 

pajfed — birtb  of  tbe  princefi  Louifa feffion  ends* 

revrva!iftbe  kmgbts  cf  the  Batb^-riots  in  Scotland — 
foreign  affairs treaty  of  Vienna — a  private  one  be- 
tween Spain  and  tbe  emperor-^^-^treaty  of  Hanover^"^ 

the  king^s  fiorwy  pcffage  to  En^and tbe  fourth  fef- 

fion  of  the  fecond  parliament proceeding  if  tbe  com-^ 

mom — Air.  Hampden^s  (^anr^^-^^tbe  kin^s  mfpsge  for 
an  extraoniiruiry  fuppfy—tbe  jeffion  ends — Sir  Qbarles 
IVagerfculs  to  RuJJia — and  Hcfter  to  tbe  JVeft-Indies — 

Ripparda  difmijfed Holland  accedes  to^  and  Pntffia 

falls  offftom^  the  treaty  ofHasuver-'-tbe  fifth  fiffion  of 
tbe  fecond  parliament — debates  on  tbe  king*sfpeecb 
proceedings  of  tbe  co7mncnS''''^'^Palms*i  memorial  cen- 
fared  by  tbe  parliafneni— Sweden  accedes  to  tbe  treaty  • 
of  Hanover — treaty  with  Denmark— and  witb  Heffe- 
^.Caffel — motion  for  a  claufe  in  the  malt  tax — and  for 
raifmg  part  oftbefuppij  in  tbe  coal  tdx-'feffiou  ends—  * 
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i^/diar  befiegtd — ^  fleet  feta  to  the  Baltic^'-freU-  Geo.  L 
miwary  arSides  for  peace  agreed  en — cejjation  of  arms    17^2* 
^^-Jeathsfd  dfsraSer  ofim£  Georze  L  " 


IT  was  king  George^  lat  to  meet  with  continual  diftur-  A  plot  aic 
bances*  The  affair  of  the  South-Sea,  and  the  favour  *^*"*^ 
ihown  to  the  managers  of  that  (cheme,  had  raifed  great 
A ibontents.  It  was  natural  for  the  enemies  of  his  perfozi 
and  government  to  improve  fuch  ajundure:  Accordingly 
tfaejdtdfo;  and,  though  without  hope  of  any  foreign  a^l- 
aiice,  they  imagined  it  poffibie  to  fucceed  in  their  defigns, 
fuile6  prevented  by  a  tlifcovery«  The  king  had  fome  fufpi- 
cion  of  a  plot,  which  he  had  intimated  in  his  fpeech  to  both 
lioufes,  but,  prefectly  after,  his  fitfpicions  were  turned  into 
certainty.  In  the  begtmiing  of  May  he  had  full  information 
of  a  confpiracy  formed  againft  him,  the  firft  notice  of  which 
came  from  the  duke  of  Orleansl 

Upon  this  information,  a  camp  was  maiVed  oat  in  Hyde-  ^"^^JJT 
Park,  to  which  the  troops  of  the  kind's  houihold  marched  p^. 
the  next  day.  Orders  were  iflued  tfi  all  military  oiHcers  im* 
mediately  to  rep^  to  their  re(pedive  commands.  Lieutenant- 
general  Maccartney  was  difpatched  to  Ireland,  to  bring  over 
fome  troops  from  thence  into  the  weft  of  England.  Meilen- 
gers  were  fent  to  Scotland  to  fecure  fome  furpe£led  perfons  ; 
and  Mr.  Horace  Walpolc,  who,  fome  days  before,  went 
overdo  Holland,  was  inftruded  to  define  the  States,  to  k^p 
in  readinefs  the  guarantee  troops,  in  order  to.be  fent  into 
England  in  cafe  of  neceiSty.  On  the  other  hand,  colonel 
Churchill  was  fent  to  the  court  of  France,  with  a  private 
commiffion,  probably  to  fee  how  far  the  afiurances  from 
tbenoe  were  to  be  depended  upon.  By  thefe  precautions 
the  public  tranquility  was  preferved  in  Great-Britain.  How-* 
ever,  the  apprefaenfions  of  the  plot  did  not  a  little  afFe£t  pub- 
lic credit;  for,  on  May  the  7th,  South-Sea  ftock  fell  from 
9c  to  77  ;  and  the  timorous  or  difaiFeded  began  to  run  upon 
the  Bank.  But,  a  few  days  after,  the  funds  gradually  rofe 
to  their  former  value. 

To  authorize  thefe  precautions,  and  found  the  temper  of 
the  people,  the  lord  Townlhend  writ  the  following  letter  to  , 
ike  lord-mayor  of  London : 

My. 
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My  lord,  Whitehall^  May  ^  ijn. 


«  His  QMjefty  baviiig  tiotbitig  more  it  lirait  Am  the , 
and  fafiety  of  this  good  city  of  London,  the  protedion  of  its 
inbabitants,  and  the  fupport  of  pitbUe  credk,  has  comnnurf^ 
^d  me  to  acquaint  your  lordihip,  that  he  has  received  re- 
t>eated  and  unqueftionabie  advices,  that  feveral  of  hia  fub* 
yQsy  forgetting  the  alWiance  they  owe  to  his  majeily,  aa 
ivell  as  the  natural  love  they  ought  to  bear  to  their  counoj^ 
have  entered  into  a  wicked  confpiracyy  in  concert  with  trai* 
tors  abroad,  for  raifing  a  rebellion  in  this  kingdom  in  favour 
t>f  a  Popi(h  pretender,  with  a  traiterous  defign  to  overthrow 
our  excellent  conftitution  both  in  church  and  ftate^  and  S9 
fubje3  a  Proteftant  free  people  to  tyranny  and  fuperfticion  | 
but  I  am  perfuaded,  that  it  will  be  a  great  fatis&clion  to  youc 
lordihip  and  the  city,  to  find,  that,  at  the  iame  time  I  am 
ordered  to  inform  you  of  this  defign,  I  am  likewife  commaad- 
ed  by  his  majefiy  to  let  you  know,  that  he  is  firmly  aflured 
that  the  authors  of  it  neithef  are,  nor  will  be  fupported,  ntr 
even  countenanced  by  aii^  foreign  power.  I^nd  as  his  ma- 
jefty  has  had  timely  notice  of  their  wicked  macbinatioAat 
and  has  made  the  proper  difpofitions  for  defeating  them^  be 
has  no  reafon  to  doubt,  but  by  the  continuance  of  the  blcf- 
£ng  of  almighty  God,  and  the  ready  aififtance  of  his  fsuthful 
iubjefis,  this  cnort  of  the  malice  of  his  enemies  will  be  turned 
Co  their  own  confufion. 

His  majcfty  makes  no  doubt,  but  your  lordihip,  purfuanc 
to  the  truft  repofed  in  you,  will,  in  conjun£lion  with  the 
other  magiftrates  of  this  good  city  of  London,  exert,  with 
the  utmolt  care  and  vigilance,  your  authority  at  fo  impor* 
tant  a  conjundlure,  for  the  prefervation  of  the  public  peace, 
and  the  fecurity  of  the  city/ 

I  am,  &c. 

TOWNSHEND. 

The  reception  this  letter  met  with  was  very  acceptable  (q 
the  court.  An  addrefs  was  preiented  by  the  court  of  alder* 
men,  thanking  the  king  for  his  indulgent  regard  to  the  city 
of  London,  by  informing  them  of  the  wicked  dcfigns  of  his 
enemies  both  at  home  and  abroad,^  and  congratulating  him 
upon  the  happy  fuccefs  of  his  negotiations,  which  had  pro« 
cured  afiurances,  that  thefe  traiterous  purpofes  would  not  be 
fupported  by  any  foreign  power ; 

*  When 


OF    ENO  L  ANP.  4« 

^  When  we  rtieSt  (continues  the  addreffl)  on  th9tDany«Goo.  L 
UeffingB,  which  Britoos  enjoy^  under  the  protedipn.  of  a  I72i« 
fvince,  who  makes  the  U^y  of  this  land  his  rule  for  the  go-  ■ 

v^JHBent  of  his  people^  when  we  coniider  that  neither  the 
civiU  or  f  elieious  rights  of  your  majefty'^  (iibjeids,  have  met 
'With  the  leaft  iiAance  of  violation,  fince  your  majefty's  hap- 
py accrffioa  to  the  throne  of  thefe  realms,  when  we  recol* 
led  your  majefty's  royal  clemency  and  beaevolence,  (fince 
the  laft  rebellion)  to  ouaibcrs  of  thofe  wb^  ofended^  in  the 
iiigbeft  degree,  againft  Dbeir  kingf  and  the  laws  of  their 
country,  we  cannot  but  exprefs  the  utmoft  abhorrence  of 
thofe  vile  and  deteflaUe  perions,  who  (ball  again  confpiro 
and  atseaspt  to  bring  a  free  and  happy  people  under  the  yoiD9 
ai^  tyranny  of  fuperfttttoiv  ^nd  to  involve  this  nation  in  a 
fiafie  of  blood*  mifery,  and  utmoft  confufion. 

And  as  thefe  mtift  be  the  unavoidable  confequenoes  at* 
tending  any  enterprisse  to  alter  our  prefent  happy  eftablifli- 
flnem,  and  to  introdiice  a  Popifli  one ; 

As  Engliflimen  that  value  our  liberties ;  as  honeft  men 
dttt  have  fwora  allegiance  to  your  majdly,  and  who  have 
ab}iired  and  renounced  the  pretender  )  and  as  real  friends  <o 
our  excellent  conlUtution  in  church  and  flate  {with  a  Pro- 
teftant  prince  at  the  head  of  it)  we  beg  leave,  in  the  moft 
ioiemn  manner,  to  declare  to  your  mijefty,  thst,  as  we  are 
bound  in  gratitude,  we  will  exert  ourfelves  in  our  feveral  fta- 
tions,  with  the  utmoft  care  and  vigilance,  for  the  prefervadon 
of  the  public  peace  and  tranquility,  and  for  the  refloring  of 
imblic  credit  i  and  diat  we  will  ufe  our  fincer-e  and  hearty  en- 
deavous  for  the  firm  iuppoit  of  your  majefty  upon  the  throne, 
opd  for  the  making  your  reign  eafy  and  happy/ 

The  example  of  Lojudon  was  followed  by  many  other  ci* 
ties  and  burroughs,  who  all  expreiTed  the  fame  ze^l  and  de- 
votion. But,  notwithftanding  theie  afliirances,  the  king's 
journey  to  Hanover  was  laid  afide,  though  the  regency  had 
been  fettled,  in  which  the  prince  of  wales  had  no  part.  The 
court,  however,  went  to  Kenfington,  and  the  prince  and 
jMrincefs  retired  to  Richmond. 

Various  were  the  reports  about  the  nature  and  difcovery  of  ^^*]P^ 
the  confpiracy,  as  the  government  did  not  as  yet  think  fit  to^  ^ 
publi&  the  particulars.  ^  However,  to  remove  all  fufpicipn 
•of  its  reality,  feveral  perfons  were  taken  up.  On  the  2iftof 
Msy^  Mr.  George  Kelly,  who  went  under  the  name  of 
Johnlbn,  an  Iriih  clergyman,  was  feized  at  his  lodgings  in 
Buryrftreet,  by  three  meflei^rs,  for  treafonaUe  correfpon- 
idenciesi  and,  having  deJirered  bis  fword  and  papers  to  them, 

thejr 
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Geo.  L  they  placed  them  in  a  window,  and  went  in  fearcfa  of  (ttllef 
1722*  things.  Their  negligence  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  reco* 
Tering  his  fword,  which  he  drew,  and  fwore  he  would  raft 
the  firft  man  through  the  body,  that  difturbed.  him  in  w^at 
be  was  doing,  which  was  burning  his  papers  in  a  candle 
with  his  left  hand,  whilft  he  held  his  drawn  fword  in  the 
*other.    When  the  papers  were  burnt,  he  furrendered  him* 

On  the  4th  of  Auguft^  Mr*  Robert  Cotton,  of  Hunting- 
don(hire,  one  of  the  gentlemen  concerned  in  the  late  rebd- 
lion,  and  cleared  by  the  ad  of  grace,  was  feized  at  his  lodg- 
ings ovcragainft  Somerfet-houfe,  as  were  alfo  his  footman 
and  landlady.  Two  days  after,  Mr*  Cochran  and  Mr. 
Smith  were  brought  prifoners  from  Edinburg,  and  Coch- 
ran was  committ^  to  the  Tower.  One  John  Sample,  for- 
merly a  fervant  to  Sir  Robert  Sutton,  while  he  reiided  as 
envoy  extraordinary  at  the  court  of  France,  having  been 
taken  up  for  high-treafon,  and  being  in  cuftody  of  a  meflen- 
ger,  found  means,  on  the  5th  of  Auguft,  to  make  his  efcape, 
upon  which  a  proclamation  was  iffued  out,  with  a  reward  ci 
1000 1.  for  apprehending  him.  And,  on  the  13th,  another 
proclamation,  with  the  like  reward,  was  publtflied  for  ap- 
I>rehending  Mr.  Thomas  Carte,  a  Nonjuring  clei^yfaian, 
againft  whom  a  warrant  had  been  ifllied  by  one  of  the  fecrc-^ 
taries  of  ftate. 

On  the  24th  of  Auguft,  Dr.  Francis  Atterbuij,  bifhop  of 
Rochefter,  and  dean  of  Weftminfter,  was  apprehended  by 
ibme  of  the  king's  meflengers,  who,  having  fearched  his 
lioufe,  and  fecured  fome  of  his  papers,  carried  him  before  a 
committee  of  the  privy-council,  who,  having  examined  him» 
committed  him  to  the  Tower  for  high-treafon.  The  next 
day,  Mr.  Thomas  Moore,  vicar  of  St.  Botolph  Alderfgate, 
formerly  fecretary  to  the  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  was  like- 
wife  taken  up,  and  afterwards  examined,  but  foon  after  dif-  . 
charged. 

About  the  middle  of  September,  Mr.  Bingley,  Mr.  Ney- 
noe^  a  young  Irifli  prieft,  and  two  other  perfons,  were  feized 
at  Deaf,  and  brought  up  prifoners  to  London.  About  the 
fame  time  Mr.  Layer,  a  young  counfellor  of  the  Temple, 
being  alfo  apprehended  he  endeavoured,  the  next  day,  to 
make  his  efcape  ;  and  fucceeded  fp  far  in  his  deflgn,  that  he 
found  means  to  get  out  at  a  back- window  two  ftory  high, 
and,  having  reached  the  river-fide,  he  gave  a  fcuUer  fome  . 
guineas  to  carry  him  over  the  water  to  Southwark  with  ail 
^oflible  expedition.    But  being  difbovered,  upon  his  going 

o£^ 
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oflT,  by  a  fervant  maid,  he  was  immediately  purfued,  and,  a  Oca,  Jj 
fiue-and-cry  being  raifed  after  him^  he  was  taken  and  ij^Zm 
brought  back,  and  the  next  morning  committed  to  the 
Tower.  On  the  21ft  of  September,  he  was  brought  under 
a  ftrong  guard  to  the  Cock-pit  at  White-hall,  and,  having 
been  fome  hours  under  examination,  before  a  committee  of 
the  privy-council,  was  remanded  to  his  confinement.  The 
day  before,  Mr.  Sayer,  of  the  Temple,  was  taken  into  cuf- 
tody ;  as  was  alfo,  the  next  day,  Mr.  Stewart,  clerk  to  Mr. 
Layer,  while  his  mafter  was  under  examination.  '  The  fame 
day,  John  Plunkct,  ferjeant  to  a  company  of  invalids  at 
Plymouth,  was  feized  at  Chelfea,  upon  fufpicioa  'of  being 
concerned  with  Mr.  Layer,  and,  after  examinatibnj  com- 
mitted to  the  cufiody  of  a  meiTenger.  On  the  25tb,'  Mt^ 
Shippen's  houfe  in  Norfolk- fireet  was  fearched  for  papery 
that  might  give  light  into  fome  fufpicions*.  Warrants  were 
likewife  iflued  out  for  apprehending  the  lord  North  and  Gfey, 
who  was  gone  as  far  as  the  lile  of  Wi^t,  and  had  put  him-' 
felf  on  board  a  fmuggler's  flocp,  having  been  fome  thne  at 
Mr.  Holmes^s  houfe  on  that  illand.  Colonel  Morgan,  the 
deputy-governor,  being  informed  of  his  being  on  board  the 
iloop,  fent  a  captain  of  one  of  the  king's  frigates,  to  have  an 
eye  upon  the  floop,  and,  when  going  to  fail,  to  fend  his  long* 
boat  aboard,  and  fecufe  all  the  paffengers  on  fufpicioni 
which  being  done,  the  lord  North  and  Grey  at  firft  preten- 
ded to  be  another  perfon  ^  but,  finding  that  idid  him  no  fer« 
vice,  he  confefTed  who  he  was  ;  and  he  and  the  reft  of  the 
paffengers  were  carried  before  the  governor,  who  told  them^ 
he  mufl  fecure  them  till  he  could  write  to  court ;  and,  upon 
ail  anfwer  from  thence,  he  had  orders  to  fend  them  up  iii 
cuflody.  The  lord  North  and  Grey's  houfe,  in  Great* 
Quecn-ftreet,  being  alfo  fearched  for  papers,  the^mefTenger 
found  there  Mr.  Swathfegger,  fecretary  to  the  earl  of  Orrery^ 
who  was  feized  and  committed  to  cuflody  ;  and,  -  the  next 
morning,  September  27,  the  earl  himfelf  was  brought  to  town 
from  his  feat  at  Brittel  in  Buckinghamlhire,  and,  having 
been  examined  at  the  Cock>pit,  was  ordered  to  be  coniinea 
that  night  at  his  own  houfe  in  Glafs-Houfe-Street,  under  e 
guard  of  thirty  foldiers  ;  and,  the  next  day,  in  the  evening, 
was  again  examined  by  a  committee  of  the  privy-council,  and 
pommitted  to  the  Tower ;  a;  was  alfo  the  lord  North .  and 
Grey,  being  brought  up  froni  Portfmouth  by  lieutenant*^ 
general  Maccartney,  colonel  Gordon,  and  a  meflenger. 

On  the  i6th  of  September  Mr.  Fleetwood  was  taken  into 
cuflody,  and  Mrs^  Layer,  ignoiaiit  of  her  bufband's  fate, 

and 
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Gc^  L  and  comihg  over  from  France^  was  abbut  tbc  fiune  thae 
JJ%%>   fcized  at  Dover. 

Two  dars  after»  Mr.  Stephen  Nejmoe^  the  Iriih  prieft^ 
fetzed  at  Deal,  being  clofely  Confined  in  the  boufe  of  Mr. 
Crawford^  one  of  the  king's  meflengers>  in  Manchefter- 
court,  near  the  Thames,  found  means  about  three  in  the 
■Horning;,  to  make  hi*  efcape  from  a  window  two  ftory  higfa^ 
hy  tying  the  blanket  and  iheets  together,  and  got  to  the  wall 
of  a  neighbouring  garden  adioining  to  the  river ;  bpt  not 
knowing,  tbat  the  tide  was  nigh,  he  leaped  into  the  water^ 
and  being  unftilled  in  fwimming,  was  drowned. 

After  the  hiOiop  of  Rochefter  bad  lain  a  fortnight  m  pri* 
fim.  Sir  Conftantine  Phippe  prefented  a  petition  to  the  court 
at  the  IdBons  houfe  in  the  Old^Bailey,  in  the  name  of  Mrs^ 
Morris^  the  biihop's  daughter,  praying  tbat,  in  confideration 
•f  the  btfliop'a  ill  ftate  of  health,,  he  might  be  either  broi^ht 
to  a  fpeedy  trial,  or  bailed  or  discharged :  But  it  waa  over« 
niled,  as  were  alio  the  petidons  of  two  other  prifoncrs  for  dw 
fbt,  Cochran  and  Dfoots  Kelly. 

The  commitment  <^  the  biihop  of  Rochefter  made  a  gieat 
Boife  dirough  the  whole  kingdom,  and  gave  occafion  to  the 
dUfaffeded  to  heighten  jealoufies  and  difcontents.  Theypre- 
tended  his  confinement  was  injurious  to  the  Church  of  JEng- 
land,  and  the  epifcopal  order,  and  went  fo  far  as  to  <^r  up 
public  prayers  for  him  (under  pretence  of  his  being  sfliiflffd 
with  the  getut)  in  moft  churches  and  chapels  in  London  and 
Weftmmner,  ob  Sunday  the  i6th  of  September.    On  the 
odier  hand,.c«Hleavours  were  ufed  to  remove  the  prejudices  of       m 
the  clergy  againft  the  miniftry,  and  Dr.  Gibfon,  bifliop  of       ^ 
linceln   (late  of  London)  wrote  a  circular  letter,  wtiereis 
he  fets  forth  the  indulgence  wherewith  the  bifhop  was  treated: 
The  great  refpeA  the  order  of  biihops  met  with  from  the 
Icing,  who  in  the  difpofal  of  his  preferments  was  direfled  by 
their  advice :    The  improbability  of  fi>  unpopular  an  aA, 
without  a  juft  and  even  neceflary  foundation  :  And  laftlyi        ! 
die  fafety  of  the  nation,  which  requires  that  all  delinqueoti 
fliould  be  cenfured  as  fucb,  without  any  regard  to  the  ofioe^       •! 
or  title,  or  honour  they  bear  (c}. 

Tba 

(c)  Whflft  the  pobllc  was  out  the  latter  end  of  Auguft  for 
employed  in  condemning  or  ac-  his  weftem  proofs,  acoornDS* 
quitting  the  imprifonedbifhepy  nied  by  die  prinoe  of  Wales* 
the  king  dMught  proper  to  (hbw  He  cane  to  Hackwood,  a  fett 
himfeiriothepeopk.    Heftt    oftkedakeofBoilOB,  nearBi# 

fingftoke 
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Thd  nalfe  iMde  b^  the  coutfintj  fiiemed  to  ri^wre  the  Oca.  £ 
meeting  of  the  pftriianent  as  iboii  as  the  feafon  wouM  permit.  SfV* 
A^coriinglff  on  tbe  9th  of  OAobcr,  t|ie  king  came  to  the 
houfe  of  lords*  and  opened  the  fcft 


proper  to  reioove  any  deufits  wotcn  tnigbt  Mire  iMseii  «Mer-  oond  n^ 
tained  of  the  plot:  mut, 

*^  My  k>rds  and  gemleaieii, 

^<  T  A  M  coticenied  to  find  myfelf  obliged,  at  the  opening  The  kuig*t 
*<  '^  of  this  pariiament^  to  acquaint  yoo,  that  a  danmous  ^p^cb. 
**  coofyir^cy  has  beett  (or  fome  time  formed,  and  is  ftiu  car- 
<<  ryiag  on,  agailift  my  perfon  andgovsmmenc,  in  finrour  of 
**  a  Popifli  pretender. 

^^  The  difcoveries  I  have  made  here,  the  informations  I 
<^  have  received  fropi  my  miniftets  abroad,  and  the  intelli* 
^^  gences  I  have  had  from  the  powers  in  alliance  with  me, 
«<  and  tfidtoied  froai  moft  parts  o£  Europe,  bova  given  fne 
^  moft   Sfliple  and  coacusrent  proofs  of  thia  wioktd  4e- 

*^  The  coffirpiraton  have,  by  their  emiflariei,  made  Ae 
^  ftrongeft  itiftances  for  affiftaooe  from  foveigii  powers^  bur  ' 
^<  wete  dtiappoiiited  of  their  ezpei^ations*  However,  oen* 
*<  fiding  in  their  numbers,  and  notdifcouraged  by  their  fer- 
^  mer  ill  fticce&^  they  refi>lvcd  once  mom  upon  tbear 
^^  own  ftrength,  to  attempt  the  fubvevfion  of  my  govem- 
**  ment. 

*'  To  ihk  end  they  provided  confiderabie  fums  ofoMinty, 
^  engaged  great  nuinbers  of  officers  ftom  abroad,  fecuved 
^  lacge  quantities  of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  diought 
^  themieives  in  fuch  readinefs,  that,  had  not  the  conipiracy 
*^  been  ttanely  difbovered,  wcibouU,  withovt doubt,  before 
*^  no^,  have  feen  the  whole  nation,  and  particularly  the 
**  city  of  London,  involved  in  blood  and  covfiiiion. 

Sngftokr  in  Haint>fldre«  en  the  segments  of  dssgooot ;  and 

j|8&QfAogvcft»  fay  these  that  Wills's,   Cadegan'i    Pooeek'i 

nighty  and  me  next  day  arrived  Staawix's,  Groves\    Moata^ 

at  Saliibary,   being  received  gae's,  and  Clajrton*!  cegimeata 

every  where  with  demonftra-  of  foot.  The  lung  retorned  by 

dons  of  the  greateft  aiFe^on  the  way  of  Wlnchefter,  vifited 

and  joy.     6n  the   30th,   he  Portfmoath,  lay  at  Stanftead« 

went  to  the   camp  near  diat  the  feat  of  the  earl  of  Scarbo- 

city,  and  reviewed  Londonder-  rongh,  and  arrived  at  Kenfing* 

ry's  and  Wade's  regiments  of  ton  on  the  firft  ^  September* 
korfet  and  Svan's  and  Gait's 

«  The 
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Geo.  L        '^  Tbe  care  I  have  taken,  has,  bj  the  bkffii^  of  Goi, 
1722.     ^^  hitherto  prevented  the  execution  of  their  tmiterous  priH 
1  •  "  je&s.     The  troops  have  been  incanped  all  this  Auuncr : 

<<  Six  regiments  (though  very  necefiary  for  the  fecurity  of 
<<  that  kingdom)  have  been  brought  over  from  Ireland : 
<*  The  States-General  have  given  me  affiiranccs,  that  they 
«  would  keep  a  confiderable  body  of  forces  in  leadineis  to 
<<  imbark  on  the  firft  notice  of  their  being  wanted  here, 
*<  which  was  all  I  defired  of  them,  being  determined  not  to 
<<  put  my  people  to  any  more  expence  than  what  wasabfo- 
<'  lutely  neceflary  for  their  peace  and  fecurity* 

<<  Some  of  the  confpirators  have  been  taken  up,  and 
«<  fecured,  and  endeavours  are  ufed  for  the  apprehending 
•*  others. 

^<  My  lords  and  gentlemen, 

•  ^'  Having  thus  ^n  general  laid  before  you  die  Sate  of  the 
<^.prefent  oonfpiracy,  I  muft  leave  to  your  confideradon 
**  what  is  proper  and  neceilary  to  be  done  for  the  quiet  and 
^  fafety  of  the  kingdom.  I  cannot  but  believe  the  hopes 
^  and  expe£bttons  of  our  enemies  are  very  ill  grounded,  in 
5<  flattering  themfelves,  that  the  late  difoontents,  occafioned 
^^  by  private  loBks  and  misfortunes,  however  induftrioufly 
^^  and  malicioufly  fomented,  are  turned  into  diiafiedion,  and 
'^  a  fpirit  of  rebellion* 

<<  Had  J^  fince  my  accei&on  to  the  throne,  even  at- 
<'  tempted  any  innovation  in  bur  cftablifhed  religion;  had!, 
^^  in  any  one  inftance,  invaded  the  liberty  and  property  of 
^^  my  fubjeft^,  I  ihould  lefs  wonder  at  any  endeavours  to 
^'  alienate  the  aiFedlions  of  my  people,  and  draw  them  into 
^  meafures,  that  can  end  in  nothing  but  their  own  de* 
«  ftruftion. 

*'  But  to  hope  to  perfuade  a  free  people,  in  full  enjoy- 
.  ^'  ment  of  all  that  is  dear  and  valuable  to  them  to  exchange 
^  freedom  for'  f&very,  the  Proteftant  religion  for  Popery, ' 
^  and  to  facriiice  at  once  the  price  of  fo  much  blood  and 
"  treafure,  as  have  been  fpent  in  defence  of  our  prefcnt  cfta- 
^  blifhment,  feems  an  infatuation  not  to  be  accounted  for. 
^^  Bur,  however  vain  and  unfuccefsful  tbefe  defperate  pro-. 
4^  je^s  may  prove  in  the  end,  they  have  at  prefcnt  fo  far  the. 

*  defired  efFedl,  as  to  create  uneafinefs  and  diffidence  in  the 
'^  minds  of  my  people  i  which  our  enemies  labour  to  im- 
**  prove  to  their  own  advantage.  By  forming  plots  theyde* 
^*  preciate  all  property,  that  is  vefied  in  the  public  funds. 
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•<  tintd  then'  complain  of  the  low  ftate  of  credit.    They  make  Geo*  h 
-**  an  increafe  of  the  national  cxpences  neceflary,  and  then    1722* 
•*  clamour  at  the  burthen  of  taxes^  and  endeavour  to  impute  '  ■* 

^  to  my  govermnenc,  as  grievances,  the  mifchiefs  and  cala- 
^  mities,  which  they  alone  create  and  occafion.  ' 

^^  I  wi{h  for  nothing  more,  than  to  fee  the  public  ex- 
^<  pencea  leflened,  and  the  great  national  debt  put  in  a  me« 
'^  thod  of  bemg  gradiially  reduced  and  difcharged,  with  a 
^*  AriSt  regard  to  parliamentary  faith ;  and  a  more  favoura-^ 
^^  ble  opportunity  CQuld  never  have  been  hoped  for,  than  the 
**  ftate  of  profound  peace,  v^hich  we  now  enjoy  with  all 
'^  our  neighbours.  But  pnblic  credit  will  always  languiih 
^<  under  daily  alarms  and  appreheniions  'of  public  danger* 
^^  And,  as  the  enemies  of  our  peace  have  been  able  to  bring 
<*  this  immediate  mifchief  upon  us,  nothing  can  prevent 
^  them  from  continuing  to  fubje£l  the  nation  to  new  and 
'^  oonftant  difficulties  and  diftrefles,  but  the  wifdorn,  zeal, 
*^  jmd  Vigorous  orefoluiaons  of  this  parliament. 

■  » 

*^  Gentlemen  of  the  honfe  of  commons, 

-^  I  have  ordered  the  accounts  to  be4nade  up,  and  laid  be- 
^<  fore  you,  of  the  extraordinary  charge,  that  has  been  in- 
^<  curred  this  fummec,  for  the  de^nce  and  fafety  of  the  king- 
^  dom;  and  I  have  been  particularly  careful,  not  to  direft 
^^  any  expence  to  be  made  greater  or  fooncr  than  was  of  ab- 
'*  folute  neceffity^ 

<*  I  have  like  wife  ordered  eftimates  to  1)e  prepared,  and 
^^  laid  before  votf,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year^enfuing;  and  C 
<*  hope  the  nirther  provifion^,  <which  the  treasonable  prac* 
«^  tices  of  our  enemies  have  made  neceflary  for  our  com* 
^*  mon  fafety,  may  be  ordered  with  fuoh  frugality,  as  very 
f  *  litUe  40  exceed  the  fupplies  of  ihe  laft  year* 

^^  My  lords  and  gentlemen, 

^^  I  need  not  tell  you  -of  what  infirrite  concern  k  is  to  the 
**  peace  and  tranquility  of  the  kingdom,  that  this  parlia- 
**  meat  fliould,  upon  this  occafion,  exert  themfelves  with  a 
^  more  than  ordinaty  ^eal  and  vigour.  An  intire  utMon 
^'  among  all,  that  £nccrely  wi&  well  to  the  prefent  efta- 
.  ^'  blilbmeat,  is  now  become  abfolutely  neceflary.  Our 
f^  enemies  have  too  long  taken  advantage  from  your  difFe- 
^  rences  and  diiflcntiooa.  Let  it  be  known,  that  the  fpirif 
^  qf  Popery,  which  breathes  nnthiiig  but  confufion  to  the 

Vol.  XIX.  Gg  civil    . 


46$  T  H  B  .tt  I  S  T  Q  R  Ttf 

.GiN>.  I.  *^  civil  and  religious  rights  of  a  ProtQ^iuac  church  and  king- 

.  1722-    '^  dom,  however  abandpn^  fome  few  may  be,  in  defpttt  of 

_..  ^<  alUohligations  divine  atid  humaa»  has  not  fo  fnr  poflefied 

.  .<^  my  people,  as  to  mal^e  them  ripe  for  fuch  a  fatal  change. 

<^  Let  the  wprld  fee,  that  the  general  difpofition  of  the  nation 

>  f^  is  po  invitation  to  foreign  powers  to  invadb  us,  nor  encou- 

.*<  ragement  to  domeftic  enemies  to  kindle  a  civil  war  in  the 

y  bowels  of  the  kingdom.     Your  own  intereft  and  wel&re 

*^  call  upon  you  to  defend  yourfelves.    I   ihall  wholly  rely 

*^  upon  the  divine  prote<9;ion,  thefupportof  my  parliament, 

*'^  and  the  affections  of  my  people,  which  I  {hall  endeavoat 

/    to  preferve,  by  fteadily  adhering  to  the  conftitution/ in 

/^  church  and  (late,    and  continuing    to    make   the   laws 

'<  of  the  realm  the  rule  and  meafure  of  all  my  a^ons.* 

AddreiTes  of  '^^^  addrefles  of  thanks  were  full  of  the  fentiments  which 
thonksfrom  fo  (lrpi>g  and  pathetic  sif  fpeech  naturally  produced*  The 
both  houfes.  Jeteftation  and  abhorrence,  as  well  as  the  indignation  con- 
ceived by  both  houfes,  at  the  hearing  of  thefe  traiterous  and 
dangerous  def^gns  againft  his  majefty,  in  favour  of  a  Popifli 
pretender,  were  unlpeakable.  The  commons  efpeciallj  ex- 
.prefled  themfelves  in  a  very  aiFe&ing  manner :  ^  We  cannot' 
xxprefs  too  great  an  abhorrence  of  fuch  unnatural  pradices, 
.nor  too  great  an  indignation  againft  thofe  who  would  have 
made  the  capital  of  this.flourifhing  kingdom  a  fcene  of  blood 
jLnd  difolationi  Wicked  men  !  whilft  they  have  the  malice 
to  revile  your  government,  and  attempt  to  overturn  it,  at 
tb^  fkme  time  have  the  infolence  to  depend  upon  the  cle- 
mency of  it  for  their  fecurity :  While  they  are  endeavouring 
^o  deftroy  all  liberty,  they  are  clamouring  that  a  few  of  them 
^re,  for  the  public  fafety,  confined  :  Whilft  they  are  attempt- 
ing to  deflroy  all  property,  they  are  murmurring  at  the  ne- 
ceflary  taxes  given  to  your  majefty  for  the  fecurity  of  it ! 
And,  whilft  they  a£l  againft  all  law  themfelves,  they  trufl^ 
and  are  confident,  that,  even  in  their  own  cafes,  the  laws  of 
the  realm  will  be  the  rule  and  meafure  of  your  anions.'  To 
^his  were  added  afTurances  of  not  only  making  good  all  the 
extraordinai'y,  expences  already  incurred,  but  of  chearfuUy 
granting  whatever  fhould  be  necefTary  for  the  fafety  of  the 
jcingdom,  as  they  were  entirely  convinced,  that  they  could 
by  no  other  means  reftore  public  credit,  and  attempt  the 
•gradual  reduction  of  the  great  national  debt,  than  by  doing 
every  thing  in  their  power  for  the  fupport  of  his  majefty's 
trovernment,  and  happy  eftabliihrnent  of  his  royal  family- 
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.    The  e^ppeifions   [of  doing  every  thing  in  their  power]  Geok  J. 
"were  objeded  againft  by  ibme  members,  as  toj  general,  and     172a* 
ic  was  moved  to  add  the  words  [with  due  regard  to  the  liberty  -^       ,j. 
of  the  fiibjed,  the  conftitutk>»  in  church  and  ftatCy  and  the 
Saws  now  in  force].     But  the  motion   was  rejc<9^,  upoa 
Mr.  Pulteney's  reprefenting,  that  fuch  a  claufe  would  be  in^ 
jurious  to  the  kingi  fiuce  it  would  look  like  making  a  coa» 
riitioii  or«bargain  with  the  krngi,  and  tacitly   imply,  either 
that  the  laws  had  already  been  infringed,  or  that  the  com^- 
mons  were  jealous,  Mk  his  majefty   ihould,  for  the  future^ 
^reak  in  upon  the  conftitucion. 

As  the  difcovery  of  the  plot  made  the  fafpenfion  of  the>0gjj^^ 
Habeas  Corpus  adt  neceflary,    a  bill    was^  brought  in  for  the  fuibeo. 
that  purpofe,  the  very  firft  day  of, the  feffion,  by  the  duke '^^^n  «  the 
of  Grafton,   lord-lieutenant   of  Ireland,    who  reprefented^jj*^^^**' 
the  iieceffity  of  ftrengthening  the   hands  of  the  king's  mi« 
friflers,  in  order  to  a  full   deteSion  and  entire  fuppreffion 
of  the  traiterous   defigns  and   pradices  againft  the  govern* 
mtnt,  by  impowering  his    majefty  to  fec(ire  all  iufpeded 
perfons.     Accordingly,  it  was  propofed,  that  the  Habeas  . 
Corpus   a£t  ihould  be  fufpended  till  the  24th  of  OAober^ 

This  was  oppofed  chiefly  by  the  earls  of  Anglefey^  / 
Cowper,  StraiFord,  and  Coningfby,  and  the  lords  Tre-^  ' 
vor.  Bathtub,  and  Bingley,  who  reprefented,  that,  the 
Habeas  Corpus  2£t  being,  on  all  ha'nds,  admitted  to  be 
the  greateft  and  ftrongeft  bulwark  of  Englifh  liberty,  it 
dhl  not  confift  with  the  wifdom  of  parliament  to  fuf- 
pend  it,  without  an  obfolute  neceflity.  That^  indeed^ 
in  cafes  of  adual  rebellion,  or  intended  invaiion,  that 
ad  had  been  at  times  before,  fufpended ;  but  yet  this 
was  done  fparingly,  by  degrees,  and  never  for  above  th« 
terra  of  fix  months.  That  this  confiderationput  them  un- 
der a  very  melancholy  apprehenfion  for  the  very  bein^ 
or  cStA  of  that  excellent  law,  fince  che  fufpenfion  of  it 
for  a  year  might  be  as  good  a  precedent  for  the  fufpending 
it,  on  another  occafion  for  the  term  of  two  years,  as  any 
former    precedent    was   now    for    the    prefent    fufpenfion.  ^ 

That  the  horrid  and  detefiable  confpiracy,  which  occafioned 
this  fufpenfion,  having  been  difcovered  and  notified  to  the 
city  of  London  above  five  months  before,  and  divers  pf 
the  confpirators  imprifoned  for  it  a  confiderable  time  paft^ 
it  was  very  unreafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  the  danger  of  this 
plot^  in  the  hands  of  an  able,  faithful,  and  diligent  minifiry^ 
W(oi(td  continue  for  a  year  or  more  ycc  to  come  i  and  that  ij^ 
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Oco*  I.  ^<>  b^B^  ^  ^^g^^j  ^s  to  require  a  furpcnfioh  of  the  liberty  of 
•t722.    the  Aibjefl  for  fo  they   took  the  Habeas  Corpus  z€t  to  be. 

^  That,  indeed,  their  juft  apprehenfions  would,  in   a  great 

meafure,  be  removed,  if  they  could  flatter  themfelves  with 
the  hopes,  that  his  majefty,  on  whofe  known  equity,  good- 
nefs,  and  clemency,  they  intireiy  depended,  would  remain 
among  us,  during  the  whole  time  of  this  fufpenfion  :  But 
that  his  majefty  not  having  vifited  his  dominions  abroad 
thefe  two  laft  years,  would,  very  probably,  leave  the  king- 
dom the  next  fpring  to  that  end.  That,  in  his  majefty's 
abfence,  this  great  power  of  fufpe£(ing  and  imprifoning  the 
fubje£is  at  will,  and  detaining  them  in  prifon  till  the  24th  of 
O^ober  1723,  and  for  as  much  longer  time,  as  till  they 
can,  after  that,  take  the  benefit  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  ad 
(if  they  could  then  doit  at  aU)'wouId  be  lodged  an  the  hands 
of  our  fellow-fubjeds,  who  could  not  be  fuppofed  to  be  above 
all  prejudices  and  partialities,  as  their  Lordihips  were  fuie 
his  majefty  was;  and  who,  befides^  might  have  private 
piques  and  rcientments  to  gratify.  That  this  bill  did,  in  ef* 
fe&,  vcft  the  minifters  with  an  authority  almoft  as  arbitrary 
and  extenfive  as  that  of  a  Ron^an  didator,  (tnce  they  might 
inflict  even  on  innocent  perfons  (who  fhould  have  the  mis- 
fortune to  difplcafe  them)  a  punifhniient  of  above  a  year's 
imprifonment,  which  comes  little  (hort  of  death,  and  which 
oftentimes  occafions  it.  That  the  Didatorian  power  among 
the  Romans  was  always  ended  or  laid -down  immediately  af* 
ter  the  occafion,  for  which  it  was  given,  was  over ;  and  it 
was  remarkable,  tliat  it  was  never  continced  much  longer, 
till  a  little  after  the  Roman  commonwealth  (from  which  all 
other  ftates  drew  fo  many  maxims  of  government)  loft  its  U« 
berty.  That  fo  long  a  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  mSt 
weakens  the  provifion  made  in  the  bill  for  the  members  of 
either  houfe  of  parliament,  <  that  they  (hall  not  be  commit- 
f  ted  or  detained,  fitting  the  parliament,  until  the  matter  be 
^  firft  communicated,  and  the  confent  obtained  of  the  houfes 
«  rcfpcfiively,*  fincc  it  is  very  probable,  the  parliament  will 
not  be  fitting  the  greatefl  part  of  the  time,  for  which  this  bill 
.  was  ena&ed,  and  would  continue  a  law.  That  fuch  is  the 
weaknefs  of  human  nature,  that  the  apprehenfion  of  wbat 
might  befal  a  member  of  parliament,  while  the  parliament  is 
hot  fitting,  might  have  Tome  influence  on  the  freedom  of  par- 
liament. And,  upon  the  whole  matter^  fince  fo  long  a  (uf- 
penfion  was  liable  to  fo  many  inconveniences,  they  UiougbC 
it  advifeable  and  confiftent  with  the  ufual  prudence  of  tsat 
auguft  afl£Oibly»  to  reduce  it  to  the  term  of  fix  months;  at 
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the  end  of  which^  if  there  appeared  to  be  a  neceffitjr  fork,  it  Geo.  U 
might  he  continued  fix  months  longer,  as  was  done  before  in    1722- 
this  veiy  reign,  during  the  late  rebellion. 

Theie  objections  to  the  bill  itielf,  or  continuan^ce  of  it  for 
a  year,  were  anfwercd  by  the  lords  Townihend,  Harcourt, 
Carteret,  the  dukes  of  Argyle,  Wharton,  and  NewcaiUe, 
and  iboie  others.  They  reprefentcd,  '  That  the.  Habeas 
Corpus  z&  had  been  fufpended  upon  much  leis  important  oc*^ 
cafions,  upon  bare  intimations  of  a  plot ;  whereas  the  king^ 
had  now  laid  before  the  parliament  the  particulars  of  acon^ 
i|riracy*to  introduce  a  Popifli  prince  :  That  it  was  neceflary 
Ae  fufpeniton  ihould  continue  a  whole  year,  flnce  the  con* 
ifkirators  (who  probably  would  lie  ftill  all  the  winter)  would- 
eaertthemfelYes  in  the  fummer  when  the  parliamentwas  up; 
and  might  flatter  themfclves  with  the  hopes  of  foreign  afiift- 
ance.'  After  thefe  debates,  the  fufpenfion,  being  put 
to  the  vote,  was  carried  without  a  divifion,  and  the  bill  was 
Sent  down  to  the  commons. 

The  debates  (which  ran  chiefly  upon  the  continuance  of 
it)  were  much  the  fame  as  in  the  houfc  of  lords.  Mr.  Spen- 
cer Cowper  faid,  ^  That  he  and  all  his  family  had  come  as 
early  and  readily  into  the  revolution,  and,  on  all  occafions, 
had  appeared  as  zealous  for  the  prefent  happy  eftabliihment^ 
as  any  pne  :  But  yet  he  could  not  be  of  opinion  to  truA  the 
liberties  of  the  people  in  the  hands  of  any  miniftry, .  for  fo 
Kong  a  time  as  above  a  year.  That  neither  in  kingi  Wil* 
liam's  nor  queen  Anne's  reigns,  nor  fince  his  prefent  ma^ 
jefty's  acceffion  to  the  throne,  even  in  times  of  open  and 
adual  rebellion,  the  Habeas  Corpus  a6t  had  ever  been  fu£* 
pended  for  above  fix  months  ^  and*  therefore  he  moved,  that 
the. prefent  fufpenfion  might  be  limited  to  that  term.'  Sir 
Jofeph  Jekyll  added,  *  That,  if,  at  the  end  of  thofe  fix 
months,  there,  appeared  to  be  a  neceflity  for  a  farther  fufpen«* 
£on«  he  fliould,  and  he  doubted  not  but  the  whole  houfe 
wotdd  readily  come  into  it.  At  laft,  Mr.  Robert  Walpole 
lofe  up,  and  laid  before  the  afiembly  fome  particulars  of  the 
daitgerous  egnipiracy,  which  for  fome  time  had  been,  and 
was  ftill  carrying  on,  for  the  utter  fubvcrfion  of  the  prefent 
happy  fettlement;  He  faid,  ^  That  this  wicked  defign  was 
formed  about  Chriftmas  laft :  That  the  coofpirators  had  at 
firft  made  application  to  fome  potentates  abroad,  for  an  aflift- 
ance  of  five  thoufand  men  ;  That  being  denied,  they  after- 
wards (about  the  o>onth  of  April)  made  farther  application 
ami  earneft  inftances  for  three  thoufand  men  :  being  again 
difappointfd  ia  their  expe^tiops  from  foreign  afliftanqe,  they 
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Geok  1..  itfoHef  ddJK^rately  to  go  oh,  confiding  in  their  own  ftramlK 

XftZ*.    and  fondljr  depending  on  the  dtCaffe&ion  in  England  :  T hae 

their  firft  attempt  was  to  halve  been  the  ieizing  of  the  Bank, 

die  Exchequer,    and  ftich  odier  places,  where  the  public 

money  was  lodged :  That  tlie  government  bad  undoabced 

infonnations  of  this  phot  ever  fioce  May  laft ;  boc,  neverthe- 

lefs,  thought  fit  not  to  take  up  any  body,  becaufe,  there  be* 

ing  then  two  terms  comii^  on  together,  the  coftfpiraton 

would  have  had  the  benefit  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  a^,  and 

ib'the  apprehending  them  was  put  off  till  the  long  vacation/ 

He  added,  ^  That  the  ctaiteroas  defigns  againft  his  ma^fty^a 

perfon  and  government  had  been  carrying  on  ever  fince  die 

death  of  the  late  queen  ;  and  it  could  be  proved,  that  tbero 

lyad  been  a  meeting  of  feme  confiderable  perfons,  one  6f 

whom  was  not  far  off,  wherein  it  had  been  propofed  to  pfo« 

claim  the  pretender  at  the  Royal  Exchange :  That  an  exad 

account  of  this  deteftaUe  confpiracy  would,  in  due  time,  be 

laid  before  the  parliament :    And,  as  to  the  bufinefs  now  be^* 

fore  them,  though  it  was  true,  that  the  Habeas  Corpus  z& 

had  never  before  been  fiifpcnded  for  above  fix  months  ;  yet^ 

confidering  the  lords  had  made  this  fufp^nfion  for  a  whofe 

year,  if  the  commons  fliouid  go  about  to  alter  it,  the  fame 

Blight  occasion  a  difference  between  the  two  houfes,  which, 

at  this  time  of  jealoufy  and  danger  might  found  ill  in  foreign 

courts.'    After  this  fpeech,  the  bill  tpafTed  the  houfe  as  fenf 

down  by  the  lords,  and,  on  the  17th  of  O^bert  received 

the  royal  aiTent. 

Putfuant  to  a  claufe  in  the  ad,  that  no  member  of  either 
houfe  (hould  be  imprifoned  during  their  fitting,  till  the  mat* 
fer  be  firft  communicated  to  the  houfe,  and  their  confent  ob« 
tained,  the  king,  by  the  lord  Carteret,  defired  the  confent  of 
the  lords  to  detain  prifoners  the  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  the  lord 
llorth  and  Grey,  and  the  earl  of  Orrery,  which  was  readily 
given* 

Soon  after  pafling  the  bill,  the  duke  of  Norfolk  was  taken 
into  cuftody  at  JE^th,  and  brought  up  to  London^  He 
was'  examined  by  the  council,  and  afterwards  conamitted  tp 
the  Tower  on  fufpicion  of  high  treafon. 

When  the  lord  Townfhend  acquainted  the  peers  withtbit 
affair,  thofe  that  oppofed  the  fiifpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Cor* 
pus  Z&,  were  againfl  confentine  to  the  duke's  commitment* 
They  reprcfented,  that  the  cauie  and  ground  of  his  being  fof* 
pefied  of  high  treafon  fhould  be  communicated  to  the  boiife» 
and  that  a  general  fufpicion  was  not  fufficient :  That  tMi 
/would  fubjeS  every  peer^  eveJi  while  the  parisameiit  wW  t^* 

ting* 


tisg,  to  unwarrantable    imprifonoionts,  and  might  proAice  i  (^o.  1%  ^ 

v^  ill  effeSs.     But  their  reaiona  wene  not  heard,  and,  a£cer .    1^22.     .  ! 

a  -  long  debate,  the  houfe  coniented  to  the  duke's  being  de^ >- 

tatned  prifoner  in  the  Tower. 

As  a  farther  proof  of  the  plot,  the  kiAg  on  the;i6th  of.Thepreten.  i 

November,    feiit    the  following  meflage   to  the  houfe  oL^^^'s  <i=cia-  ^  ! 

peers  :  :     z""^^"-  I 

^  His  majefty  having  been  informed,,  that  many  fcandaloua/ 
declarations  in  print  have  been  by  fcyeral  foreign  pofts  tranf*-'. 
mitted  into  this  kingdom,  in  order  to  be  difperfed  among  his; 
good  and  faithful  fubje<5ls,  to  poifon* their  minds,  and  fodueei 
them  from  their  allegiance;  feveral  of  thofe  decia/ations. 
h^ve,  by  his  majefty's  order,  ever  fincc  his.majcfty  received* 
from  both  houfes  of  parliament  the  laft  moft  foiemn  and  ac^.- 
ceptable  afilirances  of  their  fidelity,  been  intercepted;  andt  I 

atnongft  them  an  original  in  writing,  figned,  as  his  majefly 
hk»  good  reafon  to  behevey  by  the  pretemler  himfelf.     Thi^  | 

togecitkcr  with  one  of  the  printed  copies;,  his  majefty  has  or-;  j 

dcred  00  be  laid  before  you,  as  a  matter  not  unworthy  of  youry  I 

GMfideration.'  •         > 

This  declaration  (dated  September  20,  1722,  at  Lucca^.g^j^^^^     -      i 
i^as  directed  by  James  III,  king  of  England,  Scotland,  and. the  decW« 
Irelaod,  to  all  his  loving  fubjechs  of  the  three  nations,  and  to.^ioa. 
ail  foreign  princes  and  ftates,  to  ferve  as  a  foundation  for  at 
lafting  peace  in  Europe,  and  iigned  James  Resku  Thepr^-r. 
tender  begins  with  (hewing  how  fond  be. is  of  bis  fuhjeda  ^ 
tkat  though  the  obligation  he  owes  to  his  own  honour  be» 
great,  yet  the  obligation  to  the  fafety  and  tranquility  o£  hift 
native  country  is  above  all  ties  the  deareft  to  him  and.  tber 
tendereft.   He  then  talks  of  the  late  violations  to  ihe  frecdon^ 
of  elections  ;  Of  confpiracies  invented  on  purport  to  giVepre.n 
tcnce  for  new  oppreffions :     Of  infamous  informers  :  And  a^ 
^te  of  profcription  in  which  he  concludes  every  honeft  well*. 
meaning  man  to  be.     Thcfe  confiderationa  Jiave  engaged 
Iw)  \o  enter  ferioufly  into  himfelf,    and  examine  his  heart, 
what  facf  ifice  to  make  on  his  own  part  for  the  public  peace, 
dpe(:taily'  of  tb'efo  kingdoms;  of  which  he  Is  thenatn/al'i^d 
vndonbted  father.     Then  he'propofes,  that,  ifkingGcov^ 
will  quiethr  deRver  to  him  the  pofTjsflion  of  hi?  throne,  he  will 
iji  return  beftowupon  him  tKetitleof  king  in  His  native  do- 
minions, and  invite  ^11  other  dates  t6  confirm  it,  with  a  prOn  ' 
mife  to  leave  to  him  his  fucccfeon  to  the  Britifc. dominions  (V- 
cure,  whenever  in  due  eou^fe  bis  natural   right  (hali  takd 
place.    .As  motives  to  this  refignation,  he  fays  that  in  kin^ 

Cieoi:g«U  Blitive  domioAMs. an-unconteftdUcrighi  vvili  6^4 
...  G  g  4  hUa 
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Geo.  I.  him  from  die  crime  and  reproach  of  tyrannyy  and  nrpitfentr 
ijzi*    the  diflerence  between  a  csdm  undifturbed  reign  over  a  wiBing 

I  people,  and  a  reftlefs  poilc&on  in  a  ftrange  land,  where  au- 

thority, forcing  the  inclinations  of  the  people,  can  only  be 
fttpported  by  blood  and  violence,  eternally  fubjed  to  fears 
and  alarms,  even  when  no  danger  appears.  He  ponclude» 
with  faying,  king  George's  fettlcment  here  is  frail  and  unccr-  . 
tain,  bccaufe  his  title  {ball,  while  the  pretender  has  health  6r 
any  defcendants  in  being,  be  for  ever  difputed,  ctajuring  him 
inuead  of  advifmg  with  imperious  miniftry,  as  moch  his 
tyrants  as  the  nation's,  to  confult  his.  reafon,  to  afc  his  crni- 
fcience,  and  to  examine  his  intereft  and  glory,  and  then  bis 
very  ambition  will  admoniih  him  to  defcend  from  a  skrone, 
which  muft  be  always  fhaking,  to  mount  another  where 
bis  feat  will  be  firm  and  fecure. 

When  this  declaration  was  read  in  the  houfe  of  lordk,  it 
was  unanimoufly  refolved,  that  it  was  a  fiilfe,  infiolenty  and 
tratterous  libel,  the  higeft  indignity  to  the  king,  AiU  of 
prefumption  and  arrogance,  in  fuppofing  the  pretender  in  a 
condition  to  offer  terms  to  bis  majefty,  and  injurious  to  the 
honour  of  the  Britifli  nation,  in  imagining  that  a  free  Pro^ 
teftant  people,  happy  under  the  government  of  the  beft  of 
princes,  cculd  be  fo  infatuated  as,  without  the  utmoft  coo- 
tempt  and  indignation,  to  hear  of  any  terms  from  a  Popiib 
Ugotted  pretender.  Then  they  orders)  the  declaration  to  be 
burnt  at  the  Royal  Exchange.  The  king's  mefiage,  the  de* 
daration,  and  the  lords  retblution  being  communicated  to 
the  commons,  tbey  agreed  with  the  lords,  only  addmg,  that 
the  iheriflFs  ihould  attend  in  perfon  at  the  burning  of  the  de- 
daration.  An  addrefs  was  prefented  by  both  houfes,  expref- 
fing  their  utmoft  aftonilhment  and  indignation  at  the  furpri- 
sing  iniblence  of  the  pretender,  and  aitiiring,  they  were  de- 
termined to  fupport  the  king's  title  to  the  crown,  with  tbeir 
lives  and  fortunes  (a). 

The 

4 

(a)  The  addrefi  was  as  fol-  ftantly  enjoyed,  and  hope  loag 
lows :  to  enjoy,  under  your  najefty's 

moil  juft  and  gracioas  govern-  < 

*  We  your  majefty's  moft  du*  ment ;  and  being  tkoroogbly 
tifal  ano  faithful  fubjefts,  the  convinced, that ourrellgioosand 
lords  fpir  taal  and  temporal ,  and  dvil  rights,  as  well  as  the  very 
the  commons  in  parliament  af-  bdn^  af  the  Britifh  name  and 
lembled:  being  aeeply  afFe^led  conftitadon,  do,  ander  God, 
with  the  fenfe  of  thofe  many  intiidydepend  upon  the  prefer- 
Ueffihgs,  which  we  have  con-    vatioa  of  your  mqefty's  Acred 

penoB, 
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The  comoions  proceeding  to  confider  of  the  ways  and  Geo.  h 
means  to  raife  the  fupplies,  a  motion  was  made,  that^  to-  ij%2*  - 
wanls  defraying  the  expences  occafioned  by  the  late  rebel-  — » 
Ikui  and  diTorderS)  the  fum  of  ioo,oool.  ihould  be  raifed  (in  ^"^"'** 
lieu  of  the  fotfeitures  and  profits  qf  the  two  thirds  of  their  re-  ^ 
giftered  eftates)  upon  the  real  and  perfonal  eftates  of  all  Pa«* 
pi&s  or  perfons  educated  in  the  Popiih  religion.  This  was 
oppofed  by  Sir  Wilfred  Lawfon  and  Dr.  Friend,  who  faid, 
that  fuch  an  extraordinary  tax  would  carry  the  face  of  perfe-* 


peiibn,  and  of  the  Proteftant 
lacceffion,  as  fettled  by  law  in 
your  royal  line,  are  filled  with 
the    utmoU    aflonifhnient  and 
indignation  at  the  unexampled 
prefumptioQ  and  arrogance  of 
the  Pretender  to  your  domi- 
nions; in  darhsg  to  offer  fuch  an 
indignity  to  jour  majefty  and  ' 
the  Bfitiih  nation^  as  to  declare 
to  your  fubjeAs,  and  to  all  fo-^ 
xeig.n  princes  and  ^tes,  that  he 
finds  himfelf  in  a  condition  to 
offer  terms  to  your  majefty ,  and 
even  to  capitulate  with  vou  for 
the  abiblutefurrenderor  the  re* 
ligion  and  liberties  of  a  free  na- 
tion. 

However  great  the  infatua- 
tion of  his  a^fers  may  be»  we 
are  fenflbley  nothing  could  have 
laiiiBd  his  or  their  hopes  to  fo 
extravagant  a  degree  of  pre- 
fompuon,  but  repeated  encou- 
ragements and  aiiarances  from 
the  confpirators  at  home,  foun- 
ded on  the  moft  injurious  and 
grofs  mifieprefentations  of  the 
uclinations  and  affedions  of 
your  majeiky^s  fobje^  $  and  a 
laih  condu^OB,  that  becauie 
fisme  from  whom  it  ought  leaft 
to  have  been  expe£led^had  broke 
through  the  folemn  reftraint  of 
reiterated  oaths,    in  order  to 
raife  themfelves  on  the  ruin  of 
their  country;    therefore  the 
whole  body  of  the  nation  was 
npe  for  the  ftaf  fatal  defection. 


and  ready  to  exchange  the  mUd 
and  legal  governmentof  a  moft 
indulgent  prince,  for  the  bound- 
lefs  rage  of  an  attainted  fugidve^ 
bred  up  in  the  maxims  of  ty- 
ranny and  fuperflition. 

But  we,  your  majefty's  moft 
dutiful  and  loyal  fubje^ls,  re-  ' 
folve,  by  a  fteady  and  conftant 
adherence  to  your  government,  ' 
to  wipe  of  the  ftain  and  impu- 
tation from  the  name  of  Britons, « 
and  to  convince  the  world,  that  t 
thofe  wicked  defigns,  formed  - 
againft  your  majefty 'sfacred  per-  ' 
fon  and  government,  which  the  . 
infolence  of  this   declaration, 
proves  to  be  moft  real,  while  it . 
affeds  to  treat  them  as  imagi-  \ 
nary,  are  impra^cable  agamft 
a  prince  relying  on,  and  fup-  ' 
ported  by  the  vigour  and  duty 
of  a  Britiih  parliament,  and  the 
affe^ons  of  his  people. 

And  we  beg  leave,  in  the  moil 
folemn  Manner,  to  afture  your 
majefty,  that  neither  the  impo- 
tent menaces  of  foreign  amft^ 
ance,    nor  the  utmoft  efforts  of. 
domeftic  traitors,  ffiall  ever  de- 
ter us  from  ftanding  by.yoar' 
majefty  with  our  lives  and  fer«- 
tunes,  and  fupportingyonraa-: 
jefty's  moft  juft  tide  to  the 
crown  of  thefe  realms,  againft 
the  Pretender,  and  all  his  open 
and   fecret  abettors,   both  at 
home,  and  abroad. 

cutioot 
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1722.     cation,  which  was  inconfiftent  with  the  principles  and  teiA- 
Geo.  h  per  of  the  Psoteftant  religion :  Adding,  fomeofthofe,  who 
_  had  their  education  in  foreign  feminaries,  proved  feme  of  the 

beft  friends  to  the  prefent  government.  To  this  Mr.  Yonge 
'  anfwered.  That  he  knew  very  little  of  foreign  education,  but 
he  doubted  very  much,  that  loyalty  to  king  George  was 
taught  by  prieils  and  Jefuits  in  Romifh  feminaries*  The  lord 
Gage,  who  was  bred  a  Roman  Catholic,  and  had  feverai 
relations  of  that  religion,  faid.  That  he  believed  moft  of  them 
to  be  very  loyal  fubje£ls,  though,  by  their  principles,  thejr 
c^not  take  the  oath  of  fupremacy ;  and  therefore  he  propo* 
fed,  that  a  new  oath  of  allegiance  might  be  framed  for  then. 
I  Mn  William  Thompfon  fpoke  on  the  fame  fide,  and  decla- 
red his  abhorrence  of  perfecuting  any  body  on  account  of 
their  opinions,  in  religion.  This  was  anfwered  by  recorder 
Thompfon,  who  ftated  the  true  notion  of  perfecution,  which» 
in  his  opinion,  was  only  when  any  one  is  puniihed  for  bis 
particular  opinion  in  religion,  and  for  ferving  God  according 
to  tha(  opinion,  and  the  didlates  of  his  confcience.  But  that 
(taid  he)  was  not  the  cafe  here,  for  the  extraordinary  tape, 
npw  intended  to  be  raifed  upon  the  Papifts,  was  not  a  puniik- 
ment  for  their  being  Roman  Catholics,  but  on  account  of 
penalties  they  had  at  divers  times  incurred  for  being  enemies 
to  the  civil  governnient,  raifmg  rebellions,  and  contriving, 
plots  againft  the  ftate.  At  iaft  Mr.  Walpole  reprefented 
^  the  great  dangers  this  nation  had  been  in,  ever  fince  the  Re* 
formation,  from  the  conftant  endeavours  of  Popery  to  fob- 
,  vert  our  happy  conftitution  and  the  Proteftant  religion  bp 
'  the  moft  cruel,  violent,  and  unjuftifiable  methods  :  That  )n> 
would  not  take  upon  him  to  charge  any  particular  perfen 
among  them  with  being  concerned  in  the  prefent  horrid  con- 
fpiracy  :  But  that  it  wtis  notorious  to  the  whole  world  that 
n^any  of  them  had  been  engaged  in  the  Preflon  rebellion,, 
andfome  were  executed  for  it  5  aod  the  prefent  plot  was  con- 
trived at  Rome,  arid  countenanced  in  Popifli  countries ; 
That  many  of  the  Papifts  were  not  only  well-wifhers  to  it» 
but  had.  contributed  large  fums  of  money  towards  carrying  it 
cfii  and  therefore  he  thought  it.very  reafonaUe,  fince  they 
mgde  fuch  favings  of  the  incomes  of  their  eftates,  that  the 
fanw  fliould  go  towards  the  great  expence  they  and  the  pre- 
tender's friends  had  put  the  nation  to.'  In  the  courfeofthe 
bill,  which  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in^  the  friends  of  the 
Roman  Catholics,  when  they  faw  it  was  like  to  pafs«  took 
the  opp'orcunity  of  a  thin  houfe,^  to  clog  it  with  a  daufe  for 
including  the  rapifts  and  Nonjurers  of  Scotland,  which. waa 

carried 
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eiitiod  b^  five  voices  only  in  the'  committee.     But,  when  Oeo.  K> 
tliis  amendment  came  to  be  c^nfidered  by  the  houfe,  Mr.'    I72a«^ 
Walf>olc  reprefented,   That,  the  names  and  real  eftates  of         ■•'■y 
the  Scots  Papi(b  and  Nonjurors  not  being  reg^ftered,  it  was 
impoffible  to  afccrtain  their  pro[>ortion  of  this  tax.     Upon 
-which  the  daufe  was  reje£ted,  and  the  biJI,  having  pafled. 
Was  fent  up  to  the  lords,  where  it  was  alfo  agreed  to  with 
another  bill  from  the  commons,  to  oblige  all  perfons,  being 
Papifts,  in  Scotland,  and  all   perfons  in  Great>Britain  re- 
liifing  or  negte£ling  to  take  the  oaths  appointed  for  the  fecu-* 
saty  of  the  king's  perfon  and  government,  to  regifter  th'eif 
names  and  real  eftates.     Both  thefe  bills  received  the  royal 
aflent. 

Mr.  Layer  was  brought  to  his  trial  on  the  the  21ft  of  No-  J^^ 
Tfmber,  at  the  King's-Bench.  His  indicbnent  fet  fodrdi,  ^* 
^  That  be  had  been  employed  in  forming  a  moft  traiterous 
and  horrid  plot  and  confpiracy  againft  his  majefty  and  his 
government,  by  inlifting  men  in  £flex  fbr  the  pretender's 
fervice,  in  order  to  ftir  up  a  rebellion  ;  and  alfo,  that  he  had 
held  correfpondcnce  with  the  pretender,  by  carrying  lettera 
and  treafonablc  papers  to  him  beyond  feas,  and  from  htm  t6 
liis  majefty's  difaJFe^ed  fubjedts  in  this  kingdom.'  The  firft 
evidence  proved,  that  the  earl  of  Cadogan  was  to  be  feized, 
and  the  Tower  at  the  fame  time  ;  afterwards  the  Bank  of 
£ngland,  and  then  his  majefty  and  the  prince  of  Wales. 
The  infifting  men  for  the  pretender  was  proved  by  feveral 
perfons,  to  whom  Mr.  Layer  had  given  money ;  and,  after  a 
trial  of  about  eighteen  hours,  he  was  found  guilty,  and  re- 
ceived fentence  of  death  ;  but,  being  reprieved  from  time  to 
time,^  the  houfe  of  commons  appointed  a  committee  to  exa- 
mine him  in  relation  to  the  confpiracy,  confifting  of  Spencer 
ComptoD,  theipeaker;  Robert  Walpole,  chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer ;  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll,  mafter  of  the  rolls ;  Paul 
Methuen,  comptroller  of  the  houfliold ;  William  Pulteney  s 
John  Smith,  teller  of  the  Exchequer  ;  Richard  Hampden; 
lieutenant-general  Wills,  and  Sir  Robert  Sutton,  l^hejr 
chofe  Stephen  Poyntz  to  be  their  fecretary.  Mr.  Ldyer*^^  re^ 
prieve  was  prolonged  on  this  occafion,  and,  his  trial  not  be- 
ing puUiflied,  the  earl  of  Anglefey,  in  the  houfe  of  lords^ 
^k  notice,  <  That,  at  the  opening  of  this  feffion,  his  ma- 
jefty, in  bis  fpeech  from  the  throne,  had  been  pieafed  to  ac- 
quaint both  boufes  with  the  difcovery  of  a  dangerous  con- 
fpiracy, which  for  fome  time  had  been  formed,  afnd  was  ftill 
carrying  on  againft  Kis  peribn  and  government :  That  fome 
•f  the  coirffiratara  had  been  taken  vp  and  ibcured  3  and  that 

en- 


47^  THEHISTORT 

QcQ.  I.  endeavours  were  ofed  for  die  appr^ending  odieri.     That* 
^J22.    one  of  the  principal  plotters  having  fince  that  tttne  been  tried 
^11  ■-■       and  condemned,  it  wa$  fomewhat  ftrangey  that  no  particulars 
relating  to  the  confpiracy  bad  yet  been  communicated  to 
that  houfe,  the  rather,  becaufe  feveral  of  the  members  had 
been  apprehended,  and  were  ftill  confined,  on  iufpicion  of 
being  concerned  in  it/     And  therefore  he  moved,    <  That 
the  judges  of  the  KingVBench  be  ordered  to  caufe  the  trial 
of  Chriftopher  Layer  to  be  forthwith  printed  and  publiihed» 
being  firft  penifed  by  the  king's  council/    This  naotion  wm 
fupported  by  the  earls  Cowper,   Strafford,  and  Aylesford  ; 
the  lords  Trevor,   Bathurft, .  Lechmjcre,    and  ft>me  others. 
To  this  it  was  anfwered  by  the  lord  Carteret,    ^  That  the 
*-         order  sioved  for  was  altogether  unneceilary,  dire&ions  ha- 
ving been  long  before  given  by  the  judges  for  the  printing 
and  publiibing  of  the  trial  with  all  convenient  fpced  :  That 
the  trial  being  of  a  very  laj^e  extent,  and  feveral  parts  of  it, 
that  were  taken  down  in  uortrband,  requiring  a  great  deal 
of  time  to  be  revifed  and  re£iified  by  the  judges  and  the 
council  on  both  fides,  had  occafioned  the  delay  complained 
of  i  but  that,  the  printing  of  the  trial  being  now  in  great 
forwardnefs,  the  fame  would  be  publiibed  in  a  few  days/ 
Upon  this,  a  motion  for  an  order  to  the  judges  was  rejeAed, 
and  about  a  week  after  the  trial  was  pabli£ed.    However, 
fixteen  lords  entered  their  protefts. 
1722-23.     Thefe  debates  probably  haftened  the  publication  of  the 
LajMw  exc-  j,.j^j .  ^nj^  though  Layer  was  flill  reprieved  from  time  ta 
Mm'mj.     time,  in  hopes  that  be  would  make  a  full  difcovery  of  the 
plot,  he  waved  it ;   and  therefore  he  was  at  l4ft  executed  at 
Tyburn,  his  head  being  carried  to  Newgate,  and  the  nex& 
day  fixed  up  at  Temple«Bar  $  but  his  quarters  were  delivered 
to  thofe  who  came  for  them.     He  was  attended  at  his  death 
by  Mr.  George  Hawkins .  and  Mr.  John  Berryman,  two 
clergymen.     His  fpeech  was  very  (bort ;   but  in  it  he  jufii- 
£ed  himfelf  in  what  he  had  done,  and  recommended  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  pretender.    He  delivered  a  paper  to  Mr.  Prictt! 
the  under-fherifF,  and  another  to  a  friend* 
^^^^^        The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  Mr» 
nitcK  to     Lav^r,  and  others,  having  been  delivered  to  the  houfe,  on  the. 
ctamint      firft  of  March,  by  Mr,  Pulteney,  the  chairtnan,  it  appeared 
^^*        from  thence,  that  a  defign  had  been  long  carrying  on  by  per* 
fons  of  figure  and  diftin£lion  at  home,  in  conjundion  vrith 
traitors  abroad,   for  placing  the  pretender  on  the  throne  of 
thefe  kir^doms.   That  various  methods  had  been  attempted, 
and  vacipus  times  fixjpd  for  putting  this  de%iic  ia  cxecudoiu 
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Thvt  the  firft  intention  was  to  have  procured  a  regular  body  Geo.  \ 
bf  foreign  forces  to  invade  thefe  kingdoms  at  the  dme.of  iht  ijzz^z^ 
late  eledions  \  but  that  the  col^fpirators,  being  difappointed  in  *  .■  j 
this  expeAation>  next  reiblved  to  make  an  attempt  at  the 
time,  that  it  was  generally  believed  the  king  intended  to  go 
to  Hanover,  by  the  help  of  fuch  officers  and  foldiers,.  as 
could  pafs  into  England  unobferved  from  abroad,  under  the  , 
command  of  the  late  duke  of  Or o^cmd,  who  was  to  have 
landed  in  the  river  with  a  great  quantity  of  arms,  provided  in 
Spain  for  that  purpofe,  at  which  time  the  Tower  was  like^  - 
wife  to  have  been,  made  a  place  for  arms.  But  this  defign 
being  alfo  difappointed  by  the  difcoveries  made  in  England, 
and  the  king's  putting  ofF  his  journey ;  by  the  encampment 
of  his  forces  at  home,  as  well  as  the  fending  for  thofe  iroui 
Ireland,  and  by  the  readinefs  of  his  allies  the  States^general, 
to  affift  him  in  cafe  of  need ;  by  the  orders  given  in  Spain^ 
that  the  late  duke  of  Ormond  ihould  not  be  fufiered  to  pais 
through  that  kingdom,  the  -  confpirators  found  thentfeivea 
under  a  oeceffity  of  deferring  thdr  en^erprize  till  the  break* 
log  up  of  the  camp :  During  that  interval,  they  were  labourer 
ing  by  their  agents  and  emiflaries  to  corrupt  and  feduce  tbs 
officers  and  foldiers  of  the  army,  and  depended  fo  much  on 
this  deft  Aion,  as  to  entertain  hopes  of  placing  the  pretender 
on  the  throne,  though  they  (hould  obtain  no  affiftance  from 
abroad,  which  nevertbeleis  they  ftill  continued  to  foUicit 
for. 

The  truth  and  reality  of  diefe  dcfigns  were  confirmed  fay 
the  concurrent  advices  from  almoft  all  parts  of  Europe,  fent 
by  peHbfis  who  appeared  to  have  had  no  communication 
with  each  other.  Tnefe  advices  were  alfd  verified  by  feveral 
difcoveries  made  at  home  fay  the  informations  and  confeffions 
ef  the  parties  concerned,  as  well  as  by  a  <long  feries  of  cor* 
refpondence  which  the  confpira€ors  fumi£ked  the  government 
againft  themfelves.  ^ 

From  (everal  letters  and  ctrcumftances  it  appeared,  that 
die  £rft  defign  was  to  have  been  executed  with  the  affiiftance 
of  foreign  forces,  at  the  time  of  the  elections  ;  that  the  pre* 
tender,  the  late  duke  of  Ormond,  lord  Orrery,  and  the 
biibop  of  Rocbefter,  were  of  this  opinion  ;  that  memorials 
were  drawn  up  here,  to  be  prcfented  to  the  regent  for  thia 
purpofe,  and  that  thofe  memorials  were  Sidually  prefented^ 
er,  at  leaft,  appiicatioii  made  to  the  regefnt  inconfequence  of 
theoi,  by  direfiions  from  perfons  in  England ;  and  that  fuciot 
diTppfidoas  bad  jieen  Aade  for  this  enterprize  at  that  time^ 
ai  broke  out  into  riots  at  fome  of  .the  elei^nsi  which  mjuft 

have 
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Oeo.  t.  ^^  ^^^  allowed  to  have  been  no  unfavourable  jundure  Alf 
tn^-'t^.  ^^  ^^  attempt,  confidering  the  difcontents  occaltoiied  bf 
.  tht  late  South-Sea  fcheme,  which  the  confptrators  all  aloi^ 
flattered  themselves  they  fliould  be  able  to  improve  into  a 
Spirit  of  rebellion,  and  the  liberties  ufually  taken  at  fuch  a 
feafofi,  when  all  the  freeholders  of  England  are  neceflarily 
aflemUed  together,  and  when  the  whole  nation  i$  too  apt  to 
be. in  a  fervent^   even  in  the  quieteft  times. 

This  defign  failing,  on  account  (as  it  ia  reafonable  to  be- 
lieve} of  the  confpirators  not  being  able  to  obtain  the  forces 
they  foliicited  from  abroad,  and  of  their  being  themfelves 
divided  in  opinion  as  to  the  time  and  manner  of  execution, 
their  next  endeavour  was  to  attempt  an  infurredion  at  the 
time,  when  they  fuppofed  his  majefty  would  be  going  to 
Hanover.     For  it  appeared  by  feveral  particulars,  that  the 
4ake  of  Ormond  was  to  have  landed  in  England  with  oA* 
cers  and  arms  about  that  time.  The  reafon  of  Ormond's  not 
coming  proceeded  from  the  orders  iffued  at  Madrid  and   in 
France  to  prevent  him,  and  by  the  king's  not  going  abroad. 
In  a  letter  to  one  of  the  fecretaries  of  ftate  from  Rome,  no* 
tice  was  taken,  that  a  perfon  of  great  diftiniSion  at  that 
place  had  declared  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  grand  projed 
formed  in  the  conclave,  for  placing  the  pretender  on  the 
throne  of  Britain,   was  going  to  be  put  in  execution  ;   but 
that  the  fame  perfon  afterwards  affigned  four  reaibns  for  ita 
having  mifcarried,  which  were,  the  want  of  money,    die 
fiifpeded  faith  of  the  regent,  the  want  of  Ikill  in  thcrfe  who 
were  to  condud  it,  and  the  pufillanimity  of  the  pretender, 
who,  to  avoid  hazarding  his  own  perfon,  propofed  to  fend 
his  child.  . 

The  report  farther  obferved,  that  the  leaders,  in  order 
(as  it  is  natural  to  believe)  to  fave  themfelves  firom  the  daa-» 
ger  of  legal  convidion,  chofe  to  manage  their  corrcTponden^ 
cies  by  the  intervention  of  perfons  of  meaner  rank  and 
figure,  and  of  defperate  fortunes,  who,  they  hoped,  might 
•fcape  the  obfervation  of  the  government ;  being  no  others 
wife  confiderable,  than  as  the  truft  repofed  in  dhem  madd 
themfo.  Of  theie  inferior  agents,  Layer  appears  to  have  been 
prihcipally  intruded  by  lord  North  and  Grey,  and  lord  Or^ 
rery ;  and  Plunket,  who  travelled  with  Layer  to  Rome, 
and  whofe  treafonable  pradioes  and  correfpondencies  are 
dofdy  conneded  with  thofe  of  Layer,  writes,  of  himfelf  aa 
tranfa&ing  part  of  his  treafons  with  lord  Orrery's  detk,  and 
fends  frequent  accounts  to  the  pretender's  agents  abroad,  oi 

matters  relating  to  the  iaid  lord* 

George 
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George  Kdlly,  a  Nonjuring  clergyman,  appears  to  have  Geo«  !• 
been  the  perfon  principally  entrufted  by  the  bifliop  of  Ro-  1722-2 J. 
chefter,  and  to  have  been  employed  in  writing  for  him,  %nd  " 

conveying  letters  to  him,  until  the  time  that  he,  Kelly, 
was  firft  taken  into  cuftody  ;  after  which,  it  appears  to  the 
committee,  that  Thomas  Carte,  another  Nonjuring  clergy- 
man, was  entrufted  and  employed  by  the  bilhop  in  the  fame 
manner;  and  the 'committee  oUerved,  that  George  Kelly's 
<orrerpondence  has  a  clofe  connexion  with  that  of  Dennis 
Kelly,  and  likewife  that  he  appears  to  have  been  privy  to 
Plunket*s  and  Neynoe's  tranfailions. 

The  Perfon  employed  by  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  in  convey- 
ing letters  between  him,  and  George  Jernegan,  an  agent  of 
the  pretender's  in  Flanders,  they  find  to  be  Mrs.  Spejman, 
alias  Yallop,  who  has  likewife  owned  her  conveying  letters 
in  the  fame  manner  between  Mr.  Harvey  of  Comb,  and  one 
Moore  of  Brownloe*Street,  and  the  faid  Jernegan ;  the 
committee  obferve,  that  Jc^n  Sample  a£led  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Mr/Sempil  (commonly  called  lord  Sempil)  and  his 
Son  at  Paris  ;  and  that  he  wrote  letters  to  the  late  duke  of  . 
Onnond  and  the  pretender. 

After  the  reading  of  the  report,  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Pul- 
teney,  that  this  queftion  might  be  put,  '  That  upon  confi- 
deration  of  the  report,  and  the  feveral  papers  and  examina- 
tions relating  to  the  confpiracy,  it  appears  to  this  houfe,  that 
a  deteftable  and  horrid  plot  has  been  formed  and  carried  on  by 
perfons  of  figure  and  diftin^lion,  and  their  agents  and  inftru*' 
ments,  in  conjun£lion  with  traitors  abroad,  for  invading 
thefe  kingdoms  with  foreign  forces,  for  railing  infurre£Hons 
and  a  rebellion  at  home,  for  feizing  the  Tower,  and  the  dity 
of  London,  for  laying  violent  hands  upon  the  perfons  of  his 
moft  facred  majcfty  and  the  prince  of  Wales,  in  order  to 
fubvert  our  prefent  happy  eftabliihment  in  church  and  ftate, 
by  t>lacing  a  Popifli  pretender  upon  thfe  throhe.*  This  quef- 
tion,  after  a  ihort  debate,  was  carried  without  dividing ; 
and  then  Mr.  Pelham  moved,  ^  That  it  appears  to  this  houfe 
that  Chriftopher  Layer,  in  his  feveral  examinations  before 
the  lords  of  .the  council,  and  the  committee  of  this  houft, 
has  eroily  prevaricated,  fupprciled  the  truth,  contradidied 
faimfelf,  and  endeavoured,  as  far  as  in  him  .lies,  todifguife 
and  conceal  the  horrid  and  deteftable  confpiracy :'  Which 
was  alfo  carried  in  the  fame  manrter.  After  this,  the  attor^ 
ncy-genetal  moved,  '  That  it  appears  to  this  houfe,  thai  . 
John  Plunket  has  been  a  principal  agent  and  inftrumen^  in 
the  confpiracy,  and  has  carried  on  (everal  treafonable  cor- 

refponr 
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Oco.  I.  re(poniieoces  to  procure  a  foreign  force  to  iovade  thefe  kiog- 
}j22'2^domSj  to  raife  infurredions  and  a  rebellion  at  Kome,  and 
■  '  ?  wat  engaged  with  others  in  the  villainous  and  execrable  de« 

fign^  of  laying  violent  hands  upon  his  niajefty's  moft  facred 
perfon/  This  queftion  being  carried  with  very  little  oppofi- 
tion,  the  attorney*general  moved  again,  for  a  bill  to  inflift 
certain  pains  and  penalties  on  John  Plunket.  Though  this 
niotion  was  warml v  oppofed,  yet,  after  a  long  debate,  it  was 
carried  by  a  majority  of  289  againft  130,  and  the  bill,  being 
brought  in,  paUed  both  houfes :  But  thirty-one  lords  entered 
their  proteins  againft  it.  A  few  days  after/  the  follicitor* 
general  made  the  like  motion  in  the  cafe  of  George  Kelly,  and 
u  bill  was  alfo  pafTed  againft  him,  which  was  attended  with 
the  fame  protcfts. 

By  thefe  slQs  Plunket  and  Kelly  were  to  be  kept  in  clofe 
cuftody  during  his  majefty's  pleafure,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs, 
in  any  prifon  in  Great-Britain ;  and,  in  cafe  they  {houU 
break  prifon,  they  and  their  affiftants  were  to  fuffisr  death. 
wSrlT^       The  fame  day  Mr.  Yonge  in  a  long  fpeech  took  notice, 
ji^Sioty.  hov  deeply   Dr.- Francis  Atterbury,    bifliop  of  Rochefter, 
had  been  concerned  in  this  deteftable  Confpiracy;  aggra* 
vating  his  crime  from  his  holy  fun<5lion,  and  high  ftation  in 
the  church  of  England,  a  church  ever  confpicuous  for  its  loy* 
alty ;  from  the  folenm  oaths  he  had,  on  fo  many  occafions, 
taken  to  the  government,  and  by  which  he  had  abjured  the 
pretender;  when  at  the  fame  tiine  be  was  traiteroufly  con- 
ipiring  to  bring  him  in,  upon  the  ruin  of  his  country,  and  of 
all  that  was  dear  and  valuable  to  us  as  Freemen  and  Chrifii- 
ans :.  Concluding,  that  as  he  was  a  di(grace  to  his  onicr» 
and  a  difhonour  to  the  Church,  fo  he  might  apply  to  him 
on  thisoccafion  thefe  words  of  the  ift  of  A&Sy  verfe  20» 
^  Let  his  habiution  be  dcfolate,   and  let  no  man  dwell 
f  therein,  and  his  bifhopric  let  another  take.'     And  theie- 
fbre  he  moved,  ^  That  it  appears  to  this  houfe,  that  Francis 
lord  bjihop  of  Rochefter  was  principally  concerned  in  fonn- 
ing,  direAing,  and  carrying  on  the  wicked  and  deteftable 
fronfpiracy*  for  invading  thefe  kingi^oms  with  a  foreign  force, 
a^d  for  raifm^  infurrcAions  and  reb<;IIions  at  home,  in  order 
to  fubvert  our  prefent  happy  eftablifliment  in  church  and 
ftate,  by  placing  a  Popiih  pretender  upon  the  throne."    Sir 
>VilUam  Wyndbam  faid,  he  faw  no  caufe  to  proceed  againft 
the  bifhop  in  fo  fevere  a  manner,  there  being  little  or  indeed 
|io  evidence  befides    conjedures  and  hearfays.     However, 
^r*  YoAge's  motion  was  ;igre6d  to,  and  a  bill  was  ordered 

to 


' 


6  P    £  N  G  L  A  K  t).         .         4?t- 

to  fee  brought  into  infli£l  certain  pains  and  penalties  on  Gto?  I. 
yrancis  bifhop  of  Rochtftcn  1723. 

When  the  bill  cam^  to  be  read  a  fecond  time,  the  bifliop  ■ '  ■  »<»» 
lent  a  letter  to  the  fpcaker,  whi(?h  he  dcfired  might  be  com- 
municated to  the  houfc,  anJ  in  which  he  faid,  that,  though 
cbnfciousof  his  own  innocence,  he  fliould  decline  giving  thd 
houfe  any  trouble  that  day,  and  contented  himftlf  with  the 
opportunity  (If  the  bill  went  oti)  of  making  his  defence  be- 
fore another,  t>f  which  he  had  the  honour  to  be  a  member* ' 
However  the  cobimons  proceeded  in  that  affair,  and,  the 
council  for  the  bill  being  called  ih,  and  the  bill  read,  the ' 
council  opened  the  evidence,  and  produced  a  fcheme,  take  n 
a'mongft  Mr.  Layer's  papers,  which  was  reid,  las  were  alfo 
ieyeraJ  copies  of  letter's  flopped  at  the  Poft-office.  Then  the 
council  examined  feveral  withefTe's  to  make  good  theallega-' 
tions  of  the  bill ;  produced  feveral  papers  taken  at  his  houfrs 
at  Wcftminfter  and  Bromley ;  as  alfo  a  packet  taken  on  one  of 
his  fervents  at  the  ToWer  of  London;  and  examined  two 
witntflfes,  ohfe  tb  prove,  that  a  letter  and  paper  contained  ia 
the  packet  were  his  hand- writing;  and  the  other  to  prove, 
that  a  letter  dircSedto  Mr.  Dubois,  taken  amongfthis  pa- 
pers at  the  deanry  at  Weftminftcr,  was  fealcd  with  the  fame 
ffeal,  with  which  the  letter  taken  oh  his  feal  at  the  Tower 
was  fealed.  Then  the  council  fuimmed  up  the  evidence, 
and,  being  withdrawn,  the  fpeaker  oJ)ened  the  bill,  ti'hich 
'ims  committed  to  a  grand  committee,  on  the  6th  of  April, 
"when  the  leadihg  men  amongft  the  Tories  chofe  to  gO  out  of 
the  houfe,  fothat  only  Mr.  Lawfon,  Mr.  Oglethorpe,  and 
two  or  three  more,  Ihiid  to  fpeak  in  the  bifhop's  behalf. 
When  they  catne  to  the  filling  uji  the  blank  for  pains  and  pe-* 
lialties,  it  was  moved,  that  he  (hould  be  deprived  of  his  office 
and  behefice,  bahifhed  the  kingdom,  be  gtiilty  of  felony  if 
he  returned,  and  that  it  flioald  not  be  in  the  kir\g's  power  to 
pardon  him  without  confeht  of  parliament;  but  without  for- 
feiture of  goods  and  chattels!  Mr.  Lawfon  reprefented,  that, 
the  evidence  againft  the  bilhop  being  all  either  hearfay  or 
conjecture,  and  therefore  not  to  he  depended  upon,  he  ought 
to  hiive  no  punifliment  at  ali.  Mr.  Oglethorpe  was  of  tho 
fame  opinion,  but  gave  it  anothtr.  turn^  He  faid,  ^  It  .was 
plain,  the  pretender  had  nojte  but  a  company  of  filly,  fellows 
about  him ;  and  it  was  to  be  feared,  that,  if  the  bifhop, 
who  was  allowed  to  be  a  miih  of  ^reat«par<s,  fliouM  be  ba- 
liifhcd,,  he  might  be  follicited  and  tempted  to  go  to  Rome, 
and  there  he  in  a  capacity  to  do  more  mifchief  by  his  ad v fee, 
than  if  he  was  fuffered  to  Ilaj^  in  England  under  the  watchful 
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Oeo.  I.    re^ndea^^^  ^  ^^te  ^iU  pafled  and  was  fent  111^ 

1722-23*  domS)  ^^'  '/^^^P  was  brought  to  hismsd 

?  wa«^  ^^/^/^"^/iiifelf  and  his  council  having  been 

figi?         ^fr.  ^^ifi^J^'/' fr^^  committee  went  through  the  bill 

P^'       ^  J>^^'^'^A«  15*  ^•^^  ^^'W  was  read  the  third 


^  aPTi^^.'nd  ^ 


/ 


'M^'aP'^'^ch  «  fljotion  being  made  for  paffing  it,  there 
^.rt^^Zt^  ^nd  warm  debate  (a). 

debate,  fpoke  to  the  nature 


^'S^let,  ^^^  opened  the  < 
'^^5'*AcH^c<l  die  danger  of 


\'ll  (iit^^^^^^^^%F'^  o^  fuchan  extraordinary  pro- 

4if^^^^d  urged,  that  the  fwcrving  from  the  fixed  nilct 

^'-Jeaccf  and  confequcntly  from  juftice,  muft  inevitably 

^^etidcd  with  the  moft  fatal  contequences  to  our  cxcd- 

^  f  confutation.    Dr.  Willisj  bifliop  of  Salifbury,  in  an- 

i^r  to  that,  alledged,  that  as  extraordinary  difeafes  required 

extraordinary  remedies  ;   fo  in  cafes  of  extreme  danger  and 

^eceiSty,  wnen  the  very  being  of  the  ftate  lies  at  ftake,  if 

^e  common  law  cannot  reach  offenders,  the  legiflature  oi^ght 

to  exert  itfelf.     He  was  replied  to  by  Dr.  Gaftrell,  bifhop  of 

Chefter,  who  owned,  that  extraordinary  proceedings  may 

indeed  be  recurred  to  upon  extraordinary  occafions,  and  when 

they  are  evidently  neceilary  for  the  prefervation  of  the  ftate  j 

but  that  was  very  far  from  the  prefent  cafe,  fince  the  con- 

fpiracy,  in  which  the  bifhop  of  Rochefter  was  charged  to 

have  had  a  {hare,  had  been  difcovercd  and  difappointed  long 

before.     The  duke  of  wharton,  in  a  long  fpeech,  fummonea 

up  the  whole  evidence,  which  had  been  produced  againft  the 

bifliop  of  Rochefter,  and  endeavoured  to  (hew  the  infufficiency 

cf  it  to  prove  the  charge;  concluding,  *  That,  lettheconfc- 

3uencesbewhat  they  would,  he  would  not  have  fuch  a  helliih 
ain  hilly  the  luftre  and  glory  of  that  illuftrious  houfe,  as  to 
condenui  a  man  without  the  leaft  evidence;^  and  therefore 
was  for  reje^ng  the  bill.  He  was  ftrongly  fupported  by  lord 
Bathurft,  who,  in  the  firft  place,  took  notice  of  the  ungra- 
cious diftindions,  that  were  fixed  upon  the  members  of  diat 


(a)  The  Speakers  for  and  againft 

Againft  the  bill. 

t.EarlPowlet.  2. 

5*  Lord  bifhop  of  Chefter,  4. 

c.  Duke  of  Wharton,  9. 

6*  Lord  Bathiu-fl, 

7.  Eafl  of  Strafibrd,  ro. 

&.  Lord  Trevor,  12. 

1 1  •  Lord  Gower,  14. 

jj.  Earl  Cowper,  15. 


the  bill  were  as  follows; 

For  the  biU. 

Lord  bifliop  of  Saliftniry, 
Lord  bifhop  of  LoadaD» 
Earl  of  Findlater  and  Set* 

field, 
Dakeof  Argyle, 
L<»*d  Lechmere, 
Earl  of  Peterboroagby 
Earl  of  Cholmondfey. 

.     Aoble 


{ 
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tidUeand  Bluftrious  aflcmbiy,  who  diiFered  inopimon  from  Geo,  X« 
^oTe,  who  happened  to  have  the  majority.  That^  for  his  1723. 
own  pait^  as  he  iiad  nothing  in  view  but  truttf  and  juftice^  ■  n  ■ 
the  good^  his  country,  the  honour  ^f  that  houfe,  and  fhe 
surcharging  of  his  ownconfcience;*  be  would  freely  foeak  his 
Tthou^t^  notwithftanding  all  difcouragements :  That  be 
wouU  not  complain  of  the  ilnifter  arta>  that  had  been  uTed  o^ 
late  to  render  fonoe  perfons  obnoxious^  and,  under  pretence 
of  .ch^ir  being  To,  to  Open  their  letters  about  their  minuted 
domeitic  a£iirs.  for  thefe  finall  grievances  he  oould  eaiUy 
bear^  .but,  when  he  ikw  things  go  fo  far,  as  to  condemn  a 
porioQ  of  the  bigbeft  dignity  m  the  churcti,  in  fuch  an  un- 
precedented nanoer,  alid  without  any  legal  evidence,  be 
<tbought  it  his  duty  to  oppo&  a  proceeding  io  unjufl  and  un- 
warrantable initfelfy  and  fo  dangerous  and  difmal  in  its  con- 
ioqucnces.     To  tbitt  purpoTe  be  begged  leave  to  tell  their  1 

IfoAiflttps  a  ftory  lie  had  from  feverai  officers  of  undoubted 
credit,  who  bu)  ferved  in  Flanders  In  the  late  wan  A  Prenclw 
man,  it  ieems,  had  iiivented  a  machine,  which  would  not 
only  kill  more  mtn  at  once>  than  any  yet  i^  ufe,  but  alfo 
difablc  for  ever  any  itian^  who  ihould  be  wounded  by  it.  Big. 
^vith  hopes  of  a  great  reward^  he  applied  himfelf  to  one  of 
cbe  minifters,  who  laid  the  oicf^tSt  before  the  late  French 
king ;  but  that  monarch  cojindering;,  that  fo  deftru&ive  an 
cn§iiie  might  ibon  be  turned  ac:ainft  his  own  men,  did  not 
ibink  proper  to  encourage  it:  Wbereimon  the  inventor  came 
over  into  England,  and  o^ered  his  Service  to  fome  of  our 
generals,  who  likewife  rgeded  the  propofal  with  indignation. 
The4i(e  and  application  of  this  flory  is  very  obvious ;  for,  if 
<hia  way  of  pnoceeding  be  admitted,  it  will  certainly  prove  a 
iFtrv  dangerous  engine.  Ko  man^s  life,  liberty,  or  property 
-will  be  ^lu  And  if  tkofe,  who  were  in  the  admlniftratioa 
^Mne  years  ago,  and  who  had  as  great  a  (hare  in  the  affe^^ions 
of  the  people,  as  any  that  came  after  them,  had  made  ufe  of 
Hich  a  political  machine,  fome  of  thofe  noble  perfons,  who 
now  appear  fo  zealous  promoters  of  this  bill,  would  not 
^  Ml  a  capacity  to  ferve  his  majefty  at  this  time.  He  added, 
that,  if  fuch  extraordinary  proceeding  went  on,  he  faw  no* 
thing  remaining  for  him  and  others  to  do,  but  to  retire  to 
^eir  country  boufes,  and  there,  if  poifible,  quietly  enjoy 
eheir  eilates  within  their  own  families,  fmce  the  leaft  corref- 
pendence^  the  ieaft  intercepted  letter^  might  be  made  crimi-- 
xial.  To  this  purpofe  he  quoted  a  paflage  out  of  cardinal  de 
Ketz's  Menmr^,  relating  to  that  wicked  politician,  cardinal 
Maa^rine^  who  boafied,  that,  if  he  had  but  two  lines  of 

&  b  2  ^. 
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Xjco.  I.  any  man's  writing,  with  a  fewcircumftances  attefted  by  wit 
1723.    neiTes,  he  could  cut  off  his  head,  when  he  pieafed.    He  like- 
wife  animadverted  on  the  majority  of  the  venerable  bench, 
towards  which  turning  himfelf  he  faid,  he  could  hardly  ac- 
count  for  the  inveterate  hatred  and  malice  fome  perfons  bore 
the  learned  and  ingenious  biihop  of  Rochefter,  unlefs  ttwas, 
that  they  intoxicated  with  the  infatuation  of  fome  of  the 
wild  Inaians,  who  fondly  believe  they  inherit  not  only  the 
fpoils,  but  even  the  abilities  of  any  great  enemy  they  kill. 
The  earl  of  Strafford  fpoke  on  the  fame  fide,  as  did  alio  the 
lord  Trevor,  who,  among  other  arguments  againft  the  bill, 
urged,  that,  if  men  were  in  this  unprecedented  manner  pro- 
ceeded againft  without  legal  proof,  in  a  ihort^  time  men  would 
be  tried  as  they  were  liked  by  minifters :  That,  for  his  own 
part,  he  believed  heftood  but  indifferently  in  the  opinion  and 
liking  of  fome  perfons,  and  therefore  he  had  reafon  to  think 
himfelf  more  in  danger,  becaufe  at  prefent  they  wanted  the 
prote^Hon  of  the  law  (meaning  the  fufpenAon  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  ad$)  and,  as  in  a  fhort  time  they  were  liketo  befi> 
unhappy,  as  to  be  deprived  of  his  majefty's  perfonal  pro- 
teSion,  and  were  ftill  liable  to  be  confined  upon  Xufpicion, 
which  he  took  to  be  no  more  than  '  will  and  pleafure,'  they 
were  confequently  at  the  will  and  pleafure  of  the  miniften. 
That  however  no  apprehenfion  of  what  he  might  fufller  fhould 
deter  him  from  doing  what  he  thought  his  duty  :  That,  con- 
fonant  to  that  principle,  he  had  all  along,  and  ftill  oppofed 
thefe  extraordinary  proceedings,  which  tended  to  lodge  an 
exorbitant  power  in  their  felIow-fubje£b.  That  if  he  were  to 
lofe  his  liberty ;  he  had  rather  give  it  up  to  one  fingle  tyrant, 
than  to  many;  for  a  tyrant,  if  a  man  of  common  underftand^ 
ing,  would,  for  his  own  fake,  be  tender  of  the  lives  of  his 
fubjeds;  whereas  many  tyrants  would  endeavour  to  deftrof 
one  aiiother,  to  get  one  another's  prefennents.     The  lonl 
Trevor  having  done  fpeaking,  the  Earl  of  Seafield  endea- 
voured to  ihew,  that  the  evidence,  which  had  been  produced 
before  them,  being  fufficient  to  convince  any  reafonable  man, 
that  there  had  been  a  deteftable  confpiracy,  and   that  the 
bifhop  of  Rochefter  had  a  great  (hare  in  it,  was  likewife  fuf- 
ficient to  juftify  this  extraordinary  proceeding  againft  him^ 
efpecially  fmce  they  inflicted  on  him  fo  light  a  punifhrnent^ 
confidering  the  helghnoufnefs  of  the  crime.    The  duke  of 
Argyle  purfued  the  fame  argument ;  run  through  and  con- 
futed the  moft  effential  parts  of  the  bifhop's  defence;  and  ag* 
^ravated  his  offence,  by  which  he  had  debafed  his  holy  fiuic* 
lion  and  charader,  and  aAed  contrary  to  die  fblemn  repeated 
*  *  oaths 
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fmfihn  he  had  taken,.  .The  lord  Gower  fpoke  ^f^erwardt  a*  Geo.  I^ 
eainft  the  bill>  but  what  furprized  moft  people^  the  lord  1723. 
X^echmcre,  who,  on  feveral  occafions,  had  expr^fTed  his 
diflike  of  thefe  extraordinary  proceedings,  declared  it  $is  his 
ppinion,^  that  there  was  fuiEcient  evidence  to  fupport  the 
charge.  He  was  anfwered  by  earl  Cowper  in  a  long  fpeech^ 
lipportlng  in  fubftance.  That  the  ftrongeft  argument,  which 
had  been  urged  for  this  bill,  was  neceflity  -,  but  that,  fpr  hi^ 
part,  he  faw  no  neceflity,  that  could  juftify  fo  unprecedented 
and  fo  dang.erous  a  proceeding.  That,  as  already  had  been  fug- 

fefted,  the  confpiracy  had  above  a  fwchc  month  before  been 
appily  difcovcred,  and  the  efFedls  of  it  confequently  pre- 
vented.    That,  bei)des  the  intrinfic  weight  and  ftrength  of 
the  government,  by  numerous  o^ces  and  eipploymentf,  civil 
and  military,  and  the  wealth  and  intereft  of  the  W(cI]-afFeded. 
to  his  majefty's  perfon  and  the  prefent  happy  eftablifliqient,, 
the  hands  of  thofe  at  the  helm  had  ftill  been  fortified  by  the 
fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus   a£t,   and  the  additional 
troops  i  fo  th^t^  ip  hi^  opinion,  there  could  be  no  danger  to. 
the  government,  if  Plunket  and  Kelly  were  not  prifoners  for. 
life,  npr  the  biihop  of  Rochefter  fent  into  buniihment.  That, 
on  the  (contrary,  if  that  prelate's  talent  and  genius  lay  in  con-, 
triving  and  carrying  on  (late  intrigues,  \ie  thought  him  Iel$. 
dangerous  at  home  than  abroad :  That  the  other  reafons  al- 
ledged  (o  fupport  this  extraordinary  proceeding  had  no  more^ 
weight  in  them  than  thefirft:  That  the  known  rules  of  evi- 
dence, as  laid  down  at  firft,  aqd  eftabli(hed  by  the  law  of  the 
land,  were  the  birth^right  of  every  fubjed  of  this  nation,  and 
ought  to  be  conftantly  obferved,  not  oply  in  the  inferior  courts 
of  judicature,  but  alio  in  both  houfes  of  parliament,  till  al- 
tered by  the  legiflature  :  That  much  had  been  faid  of  the 
power  of  parliaments,  which  he  owned  was  very  great ;  but 
that,4n  his  opinicfi,  their  abfolute  power  cbnfuFed  only  in 
making  and  repealing  laws,  and,  till  fuch  time  as  a  law  was 
repealed,  every  iubjed  had  a  right  to  it.     That  the  admitting 
of  the  precarious  and  Mincer  tain  eyidenee  of  the  clerks  of  the 
Poft-officewas  a  very  dangerous  precedent ;  That  ii^  former' 
times  it  was  thought  very  grievous,  that*  in  capital  cafes,   a 
man  fhould  be  a(Fei3ed  by  umilitude  of  nands  :  But  here  the 
cafe  was  much  worfe,  iince  it  was  allowed,  that  the  clerks  of 
the  Poft-office  would  carry  th^  fimilitude  ofhands  four  months 
in  their  mind.    That    thefe  men    might   be    honeft,  and 
fwear  to  the  beft*  of  their  knowledge ;  but  he  was  fure,  they 
iji-        were  at  leaft  very  willing^  and  forward  evidence:   For  as^e 

Mik^d  one  of  theqi>  how .  h^ Jcnew  fuch  a  paper  to  ^  M^ • 

H  h  3  KeUy'3 
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ItefTy^  Hand  ?  He  readily  anfwered,  <  Re  bad  feen  Ae  foot 
four  months  befove,  and  he  was  fare  it  could  be  no  other  f 
Whereas  any  man,  who  has  never  fo  litde  been  converfaat 
in  the  world,  knows^  that  hands  may  be  fo  well  counter- 
feited-, as  not  to  be  diftinguiOied^  After  this,  iie^conmended 
the  biflioj^  of  Rochefter's  noble  and  brave  carriage  in  hot  an* 
Bering  before  the  houfe  of  commons,  whofe  proceeding  ii| 
this  Unprecedented  manner  agatnft  a  lord  of  parliament  was 
ftich  an  incroachment  on  the  prerogative  of  the  peerage,  tbat^ 
if  fabmitted  to  by  pafling  this  bill,  they  might  well  be  faid 
t6  be  the  hft  of  lords.  ^  Ultimus  Romanorum^  my  lord$ 
^faid  he  in  the  conclufion)  was  a  charader  of  honour  and 
j^rajfe :  But  to  be  the  laft  of  Britilb  peers,  by  giving  up  our 
indent  privileges,  will  never,  I  doubt,  admit  of  fudi  con- 
^ru£lion  !  and  therefore  I  am  for  reje£ling  this  bill/  Littk 
Wad  faid  of  any  great  weight  after  this  fpeech  ;  and,  about 
half  an  hour  paftnine  the  queftion  being  put,  it  was  refoIvc4 
in  the  afiirmative,  that  the  bill  jQiouId  pafs,  by  a  majority  of 
il  voices  againft  43  $  upon  which  feyer^l  lohis  entered  their 
protctts. 

'  By  this  ad  the  bi(hop,  from  the  ift  day  of  June  1712,  wa» 
to  be  deprived  of  all  offices,  dignities,  promotions,  and  bene* 
ilces  ecclefiaftical,  and  incapable  of  holding  any  for  the  fu** 
ture.  He  was  alfo  baniihed  the  realm,  and,  in  cafe  he  re* 
turned,  he  was  to  fuffer  death,  as  well  as  all  perfons  diatoor- 
refponded  with  him. 
BurfM**  When  the  report  and  the  other  papers  were  communicated 
^^  to  the  Lords  by  the  commons,  the  earls  of  Scarfdale,  StrafToFd, 

and  Cowper,  the  lords  Craven,  Gower,  Bathurft,  and  Bing- 
ley  complained,  that,'  in  the  examinations,  it  is  fet  forth, 
that  John  Piunket  told  Layer,  that  they  were  of  a  dub  or 
meeting,  called,  in  PJunlLet's  letters,  Burford's  club  (b). 

Thefe 

(b)  Layer  bein^  a&ed.  If  the  prcteader  and  Us  agents,  to 

PItliiket  ever  explamed  to  him  denote  a  dub  of  Tory  lords  and 

who  were  meant  by  Burford's  others*  of  which  club  lord  Or« 

Club?  Plunket  told  him,  It  was  rery  was  chairman,   and  con- 

an  appellation  made  ufe  of  by  ilfied  of  the  following  meaibcrs: 

Lord  Strafford,  Lord  Bini 


Sir  Henry  Goring,  Mr.  Dawl 

Lord  Cowper,  Lord  Ciiaveii, 

Mr.  Htttchinfon^  Mr.  Shippen, 

Biihop  of  Rochefter,  Lord  Scarfdale, 

Sir  Conftantine  Phipps,  Lord  Bathurft, 

General  WebJ>^ .  Lord  Qotrm, 


tte 


) 
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Thcfe  lords  fcvcrally  declared  the  fame  to  be  falfe  and  ground-  Geo.  I. 
lefs :  And  earl  Cowper  in  particular  made  a  long  fpeech,  1723. 
complaining  of  being  mentioned  in  the  report,  on  the  bare 
hearfay  of  an  infamous  perfon,  which  was  enough  to  give  an 
air  of  fi£lion  to  the  whole  confpiracy ;  and  then  moved,  that 
Plunket  ihould  be  fent  for  and  examined.  The  lord  Town-* 
fhend  anfwered,  ^  That  he  was  much  furprized  to  find  that 
a  noble  peer,  whofe  abilities  and  merits  had  juftly  fo  ereat 
weight  in  that  illuftrious  affembly,  (hould,  upon  a  trlviaicir- 
cumftance,  ridicule,  as  a  fif^ion,  a  horrid  execrable  con* 
(piracy,  fupported  by  fo  many  concurring  proofs,  and  from 
a  falfe  trifling  particular  infer,  that  no  part  of  it  was  true/ 
As  the  debate  was  like  to  grow  warm,  fome  members  called 
for  the  queftion,  and  earl  Cowper's  motion  was  reje£lcd  by 
81  againft  26.  The  earl  and  Mr.  Hutqhinfon  publiihed  de- 
clarations againft  the  falfe  information  of  their  being  of  the 
club,  wherein  they  ftrongly  aflerted  their  innocence. 

The  lords  had  alfo  chofen  by  ballot  a  committee  of  nine^ 
to  whom  the  report  and  original  papers  were  referred  to  pre- 
pare what  might  be  fit  to  be  offered  to  the  commons,  by  way 
of  anfwer  to  what  was  delivered,  at  a  conference  relating  to 
the  papers.  When  the  duke  of  Dorfet's  report  from  the 
lords  committees  was  taken  into  confideration,  it  was  re- 
folved.  That  a  dcteftable  confpiracy  had  been  formed  for 
raifing  a  rebellion,  and  laying  violent  hands  on  the  king  and 
prince:  After  which,  thecommittce  was  thanked  by  the  lord 
chancellor,  for  having  difcharged  their  truft  with  great  cx- 
a^efs,  fidelity,  and  candor. 

Dr.  Friend  the  phvfician,  who  had  exerted  himfelf  very 
zealoufly  for  the  bimop  of  Rochefler,  was  foon  after  taken 
into  cuftody ;  for,  on  the  jjth  of  M^rch,  Mr.  Walpole  ac- 
^quainted  the  commons,  ^  That  his  majefty  having  had  juft 
reafon  to  apprehend  Dr.  John  Friend  (z  member  of  this 
houfe)  for  high-treafon,  defired  the  confent  of  the  houfe  to 
bis  being  committed  and  detained ;  and  then  he  moved  for  an 
addrefs  to  that  purpose.  This  motion  was  oppofcd  by 
Mr.  Shippen  and  Mr.  Bromley  who  faid,  they  could  not  fee 
any  reafon  for  that  houfe  giving  leave  for  detaining  any  mem- 
ber, unlefs  the  fpecies  of  trcafon  was  declared,  and  that  the 
information  was  upon  oath.  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll  and  Mr.  Wal* 

The  committee  thought  it    letters  to  Dillon,  feemed  utterly 
jofliee  due  to  fevecal  of  the  per-^    inconfiftent  with  the  known  cha^ 
ions  named  by  Layer^  to  ob-    rafters  of  lome  of chofe  perfont. 
ftrve,  that  the  matters,  aflerted     See  Report*  • 
.0f  Burford's  dab  in  Plnnketfs 

H  b  4  |>ole 
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Geo.  I.  pole  replied.  That,  b/  the  late  ^£t  for  fufpending  the  Habeas 
1^23.  Corpus,  the  king  was  impowered  to  take  up  any  perfon  he- 
*— ,—  had  rcafon  to  fufpeft :  That  therefore  the  government  was 
not  obliged  to  fay,  whether  the  information  was  upon  oath  or 
not.  But  Mr.  Walpole  added,  he  did  not  doubt  but 
Dr.  Friend  was  charged  upon  oath  i  and  privately  declared 
to  feveral  members^  that  they  had  a  pofitive  oath  of  his  be- 
ing guilty  of  the  blackcft  and  bafeft  treafon.  Mr.  Shippei^ 
then  fuggefted,  that  the  DoiSlor's  having  fpoke  fp  warnily 
the  Monday  before  in  Mr.  Kelly  and  the  bi(hop of  Rocheftcr's 
^behalf,  was,  in  his  opinion,  the  rcafpn  of  his  being  uken 
up  the  next  day  himfclf,  and  at  that  rate  there  was  an  end 
of  the  liberty  of  fpeech,  whjch  every  member  of  that  houfe 
had  a  right  to,  Mr.  Walpole  replied.  He  wondered  any  gen- 
tleman could  think  any  mi|iiftry  capable  of  fo  bafe  a  thing, 
as  to  take  up  any  gentleman  for  what  he  faid  in  that  houfe, 

J  without  any  other  caufe^  when  they  knew  themfelves  to  be 

accountable  as  well  as  others  for  their  ad^ioris  :  Adding,  that 
they,  who  made  fuch  infinuations,  might  more  calily  be  proT 
ved  10  be  Jacobites,  than  they  could  make  out  fuch  an  alle- 
gation again  the  miniftry.  Mr.  Pultency  fpoke  on  the  fame 
fide ;  and,  In  relation  to  Dr.  Friend's  having  fpoken  in 
Kelly's  behalf,  obferved,   that  it  was  ufual,  in  all  confpira- 

I  ,cics,  for  one  traitor  to  endeavour  to  excufc another.  Mr.  Ship- 

i  pen  animadverted  with  fomc  warmth   upon  this  reflexion, 

faying.  It  was  not  to  be  indurcd,  to  have  a  member  of  that 
houfe  called  a  traitor,  before  he  was  convi(5led  as  fuch.  But, 
Mr.  Pukeney  having  explained  himfelf,  that  matter  ended, 
and  then  the  motion  for  an  addrefs  was  carried  without  a  di- 

i  vifion. 

I  I.^""'*        The  afFair  which  occafioned  the  moft  talk,  next  to  thp 

ittLcry.  p'<^^>  was  the  Harburgh  lottery,  which  was  brought  before 
the  pari  is  men  t  this  fcffion.  The  lottery  took  its  name  from 
the  place  where  it  was  to  be  drawn,  the  town  and  port,  of 
Harburgh  on  the  river  Elbcf  within  the  king's  German  domi- 
nions, where  the  proje£tor  was  to  fettle  a  trade  for  the  wool- 
len manufacture  between  England  and  Germany.  The 
houfe  of  commoi|s  havjng  appointed  a  committee  to  inquire 
into  this  and  other  lotteries,  then  carrying  on  in  London,  it 
was  reprcfentcd  in  their  report,  *  That  the  fchcme  propofcd, 
th.it  1,500,000).  ftcrling, 'or  16,500,000  guilders,  fliould 
be  fubfcribed;  and  that  it  was  to  be  drawn  at  Harburgh,*  in 
.five  claffes),  100,0^0  tickets  to.be "drawn  in  each  clafs,  at  3K 
per  ticket  3  and  tiiat  every  perlbn  fubfcribing  was  to  pay  124. 
or  iix  guilders  for  each  tickiet,  before  the  drawing  eaich  daft. 

«f 
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of  the  lottery.  That  200,oool.  of  300,000].  in  each  claf3»  Qeo«  I4 
-tiras  to  be  divided  into  lots,  to  the  fortunate  adventurers,  1725* 
ivhich  amounts  to  i,ooo,cool.  to  be  deduded  out  of  the 
"phole  fum,  which  was  to  be  pid  the  fortunate  adventurers. 
That  a  fum  of  i  ,000^000!^  was  fubfcribed  for,  to  carry  on  2^ 
trade  between  Great-Britair)  apd  his  majefty's  German  domi* 
nions;  and  that  2  per  cent,  was  only  paid  in  upon  the  ftock 
fo  fubfcribing;  of  which  a  fum  of  13,000}.  or  more  wa^ 
adually  paid  in  money,  and  7000I.  or  more  was  fecurcd'b]^ 
notes  }  40O9OO0I.  wUereof  was  fubfcribed.  Atfirft,  loo^oool. 
ftock  was  fold  at  15I.  3s.  per  cent,  of  which  two  per  i^ntf 
was  only  paid  in  to  the  company,  apd  the  reft  difpofed  of  as 
follows;  13I.  3s.  per  cent,  which  amounted  to  1391501. 
io,oool.  of  which  was  given  to  Mr.  Nicolai^  and  3,1501. 
to  Mr.  Benjamin  Joules,  for  their  fervices  :  And  as  to 
13,0001.  paid  in  money,  ^nd  7,000!.  in  notes,  the  com- 
mittee could  get  no  account  what  was  become  of  it,  not  being 
able  to  fee  their  book$ ;  nor  coutd  the  committee  learn  what 
number  of  tickets  had  been  delivered  out,  or  what  money 
thereupon  had  been  received,  or  what  was  become  of  wha( 
they  had  received.  That  with  regard  to  the  difpofition  of  the 
other  500,000!.  5  per  cent,  upon  ijCOOjpool,  whjch  a- 
inounts  to  75,000!.  was  to  be  d^du^^ed  for  management  ^ 
which  being  taken  out  of  the  faid  500,000!.  leaves 
425,0001.  which  fun>  was  tp  be  incorporated  into  the  ftocl^ 
of  the  ftrft  company,  and  to  make  a  part  of  a  capital  of 
j>500,ooo!.  as  the  committee  apprehended,  of  which  they 
could  get  no  pofittve  information.  But  whether  the  former 
capital  was  intended  to  be  fo  great,  or  only  to  cqnfid  of  this 
425,000!.  and  the  i,oop,OQol.  which  was  before  fubfcribed^ 
it  appeared  to  the  committee,  that  a  plain  fraud  was  intended 
in  joining  thi^  real  fum  with  an  imaginary  fubfcription ;  of 
ivhici)  2  per  cent,  only  was  paid  in  or  fecured,  and  that  pro* 
bably  embezzled^  The  truftces  of  this  lottery  were  twenty  j 
ibme  of  whom  were  in  Germany ;  the  reft,  who  were  in 
^England,  were  the  lord  Barrington,  Sir  John  Hartop^ 
Charles  Frederick  Krenbcrgh^  John  Irondon,  Ficnncs  Har- 
rifon,  Peter  Hartop,  William  Squire,  Edward  Richicr, 
John  Cafwal,  William  Sterling,  Benjamin  Smith,  Benjamin 

Burroughs,  John   Thompfon,  Henry  Bendifh Foftcr, 

Benjamin  Jou'es,  and  John  Manley.  But  fevcral  of  them 
yefigned  -their  truft  immediately,  being  diffatistied  with  the 
icheme^  for,  when  Sir  Thomas  Webftcr,  Sir  Charles  Wa- 
ger, and  lord  Barrington  waited  upon  lord  Townihend,  locd 
^  Carteret^  and  Mr,  Walpole,  they  were  lold^  that  an  £ngli(h 

charter 
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!•  charter  for  the  advantage  of  the  lottery  could  not  be  grante^^ 
17*3*    toecaufe  It  was  illegal  and  imprafticable.     Upon  reading  the 
i:^  report  the  houfe  came  to  the  following  refolutions ; 

1.  That  the  projeft  called  the  Harburgh  lottery,  carried 
on  in  the  city  of  London,  is  an  infamous  fraudulent  underta- 
king, whereby  faveral  unwary  pcrfons  have  been  drawn  In 
to  their  great  lo/s ;  and  that  the  manner  of  carrying  the  fame 
on,  hath  been  a  manifcft  violation  of  the  lawb  of  this  king- 
dom* 

2.  That  it  appears  to  this  houfe,  that  the  managers  of, 
and  agents  of  the  faid  lottery,  did  frequently,  without  any 
s^uthority  for  fo  doing,  make  ufe  of  his  majefty's  royal  name, 
thereby  to  give  countenance  to  the  infamous  projedt,  and  in- 
duce his  majefty's  fubjedls  to  engage,  or  be  concerned  therein. 
After  which  a  bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  In  to  fupprels 
the  lottery,  and  to  prevent  any  foreign  lotteries  from  being 
carried  on  in  this  kingdom )  and  to  oblige  the  perfons  con- 
cerned, in  the  management  of  the  Harburgh  lottery,  tp 
Jtiake  reftitution  and  fati$fa£tion  for  the  money  they  ^ave  re- 
ceived from  the  contributors.  AAd  it  was  alfo  refolved,  nc- 
mine  contradicente.  That  it  appeared  to  this  houfe,  that 
John  lord  vifcount  Barrlngton,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  9 
member  of  this  houfe,  has  been  notorioufly  guilty  of  promot- 
ing, abettine,  and  carrying  on  the  fraudulent  undertaking, 
called  the  Harburgh  lottery ;  and  for  that  oflFcncc  he  be  ex- 
pelled the  houfe, 

Jaft-inaia       ^^  December  1722,  the  emperor  of  Germany  granted  ? 

Compiny  patent  for  cftablilhins  an  Eaft-India  company  in  the  Auflrian 
•  at  Oftend.  Netherlands,  the  fubfiftance  of  which  was,  that  they  were  im- 
powered  to  open  books  of  fubfcription,  wherein  the  fubjefe 
of  any  nation  were  admitted  to  fubfcribe.  The  company 
was  to  be  called,  the  Imperial  Company  of  Commerce  cfta- 
blifced  in  Flanders,  The  fund  confifted  of  eight  millions  of 
florins,  and  direftors  to  be  chofe  annually.  The  nobility 
had  the  privilege  of  entering  into  this  company,  without 
derogation  in  the  leaft  from  their  nobility:  Thofe  of  any 
nation  whd  fubfcribed  20,000  florins,  were  to  be  naturalized 
from  that  fubfcription :  And  any  perfon  had  the  privilege  ta 
fubfcribe  what  fum  he  pleafed  above  1000  florins^  but  no- 
thing lefs,  to  prevent  confufion  in  their  accounts.  TThcfct' 
tlement  of  th  is  company  was  to  be  chiefly  owing  to  Mr.  Cole- 
brook,  an  Englifli  merchant. 

Notwithftanding  the  oppofition  they  met  with  from  the 
Englifli,  French,  and  Dutch,  they  opened  their  books,  a^i 
had  a  full  fubfcription  in  a  very  few  days,  owing  chi^y  to 

the 
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IKe  cbniMline  negotiations  of  their  agents  in  England,  Geo.  L 
France,  and  Holland,  where  great  numbers  of  fnerchants     1723.  | 
fubfcribed  to  that  flocks  and  mafters  of  £aft-India  i^ips  and  > 

iupercargoes  went  toOftend^  to  enter  into  their  fcrvice,  and 
But  them  in  away  toeftabliih  and  carry  on  their  trade,  which 
they  did  efte£hially,  to  the  great  damage  of  the  Englifh, 
French,  and  Dutch  companies.  Monfieur  de  Fonfeca,  the 
emperor's  minifter  at  Paris,  (ignified  to  the  duke  of  Orleans, 
then  at  the  head  of  affairs  there,  that  the  emperor  was  much 
furprixed  at  the  moft  Cbriftian  king's  forbidding  his  fubje£b 
to  be  any  ways  concerned  in  the  Oftend  company.  He  was 
anfwered,  *  Yhzt  reprefentations  had  been  made  to  the  em* 
l^ror,  that  he  was  engaged  by  treaty  not  to  encourage  any 
fiich  commerce ;  that,  neverthelefs,  his  Imperial  majefly, 
without  anyifegard  to  the  faid  reprefentations,  had  thought- 
lit  to  grant  a  charter  in  favour  thereof.  That  the  moft  Ghrif, 
tian  kuig  was  mafter  of  his  own  kingdom,  and  not  obliged 
to  give  an  account  of  his  actions,  and  therefore  the  emperor 
could  not  take  it  amifs  the  prohibition  to  his  fubje£ts,  not  to 
iMve  any  concern  in  the  company  fet  up  at  Oftend.' 

A  memorial  of  the  Dutch  Eaft-India  company  (which  had 
Wen  delivered  to  the  States  in  March)  having  been  presented 
to  the  commons  this  fefEon,  together  with  an  extra^  of  ano- 
tker  memorial  font  by  the  States  to  the  court  of  Vienna, 
concerning  the  Oftend  company.  Sir  Nathaniel  Gould  repre- 
fented  to  the  houfe  the  great  damage  the  £aft-Ind>a  company 
had  alrei^y  received,  and  was  like  farther  to  receive  by  the 
Oftend  company:  it  was  unanimoufly  refolved,  That  for  thfi 
fiibjeds  of  this  kingdom  to  fubfcribe,  or  be  concerned  in 
encouraging  any  fubfcription,  to  promote  an  Eaft-India  com-* 
pany,  now  ere£Ung  in  the  Auftrian  Netherlands,  is  a  high 
crime  and  mifdemeanor/  Accordingly  a  bill  pafted  both 
hpufes,  and  received  the  royal  aflent,  to  prevent  the  king's 
fubie£ts  from  fubfcribing  or  being  concerned  in  the  Oftend 
£aft- India  company. 

There  had  been  fcveral  general  courts  held  by  the  South-  South -Sea 
Sea  company  about  transferring  two  millions  of  their  ftock  to  aff*i"« 
the  Bank  of  England,  which  was  at  laft  agreed  on  by  the 
two  companies.     A  petition  had  likewife  been,  prefented  to 
tfie  commons  for  the  reviving  the  two  millions  that  had  been 
annihilated*  Accordingly  an  a£l  pafled  this  feiHon,  whereby 
it  was  ena£^ed,  that  the  two  millions  ftiould  be  revived,  and 
s|dded  to  the  capital  ftock,  and  divided  among  the  proprietors.*  •  See  p/ 
By  the  fame  z&  the  whole  capital,  computed  at  339802,483!.  ^45- 
14$,  waft  to  be  divided  into  two  equal  parts,  one  of  which 

amounting 
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Geo.  I.    mnounting  to  16,901,2411.  17s.  was  to  be  called,t  Tk^ 

1723.    joint  (lock  of  South-Sea  annuities,  attended  with  aanuitie^ 
»■>  payable  out  of  the  South-Sea  company's  fund  in  lieu  of  all 

dividends,  viz.  at  .5L  per  cent,  till  June  24,  1727,  and 
from  thence  at  4I.  percent.  ti]l  redeemed.  The  other  moie^ 
was  to  remain  jn  the  company  as  a  joint  flock,  attended 
with  the  reiidue  of  the  yearly  funds,  payable  at  the  Exche- 
quer,  till  redemption,  and  alfq  attended  with  the  feveral  fums 
for  charges  of  management,  and  wjth  all  benefits  of  tiadea 
^c«  And,  as  concerning  the  moiety  fo  converted  into  South- 
Sea  annuities,  eyery  proprietor  (hould  be  intitlcd  to  annuities 
at  5!.  per  cent,  till  June  24,  1727,  apd  from  thence  at  4I, 
per  cent,  and  the  company  fhould  receive  ^t  the  Exchequer^ 
out  of  the  duties  charged  with  their  ^ho}e  anpilities  yearly* 
the  intereft  pf  the  .fame  moiety,  ti)l  redeipptioii, .  in  truft  fop 
the  proprietors :  And  all  powers  in  force  wejije  to  be  conti^ 
iiucd  for  fecuring  the  joint  ftock  pf  Soutb*Se4  annuities,  and 
the  yearly  funds  tp  attend  the  fame.  The  ^mnuitie^  werQ 
payable  half-yeafly,  at  Ladyrday  and  Michaelmas. 
Thr  i/Cot  An  z£t  paued  thjs  Seilion  for  the  more  ef{e£hjal  execution 
f^f  doup*  of  juilice,  in  a  pretended  privileged  place  in  thepariih  of  St. 
George,  commonly  called  the  JXllnt,  where  great  numbers  ofi 
debtors  h^d  tak^n  fan^^uary. 

On  the  27th  of  May^  the  king  put  an  end  tQ  t^e  t^oa 
with  the  follpwing  fpeecb : 

My  lords  and  gentlemen, 

T  AM  perfuadcd,  notwithftanding  the  unufual  length 
•*  "*  of  this  fcflion,  you  will  not  think  your  time  has  been 

mifemployed  in  confulting  the  necefTary  meaps  for  pre- 
*  ferving  the  peace  and  quiet  of  tl)e  kingdom  ;  and  bring- 
'  ing  to  juftice  fome  of  tlie  chief  promoters  of  that  confufion^ 

which  lately  threatened  the  nation.. 

^*  The  prudent  meafures  you  have  taken  for  our  common 
**  fecurity,  and  your  enabling  me  to  defend  my  kingdoms 
**  aguinft  any  defigns  or  attempts  of  our  enemies,  are  the 
*'  moft  convincing  teftimonies  of  your  fidelity  apd  affe<3ion 
**  to  me.  a;id  of  your  concern  for  the  liberties  of  my  pco- 
•*  pie.  Be  afl'ured,  the  confidence  you  have  repofed  in  me 
*'  (hall  never  be  made  ufe  of  but  for  their  fafcty  and  de- 
^*  fence. 

***Thc  papers,  which  have  beer)  lajd  before  you,  for  your  in*. 
f*  formation,  and  have  been  finci  publifhed  for  the  fati$fa£iica* 
'*'  of  the  world,   evidently  (hew,  that  the  confpirators  had  \ 

*^  brougfit  their  v,i:kcd  arts  and  practices  19  fi^ch  perfeftion| 

"ibac 
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**  that  they  confidently  carried  on  their  traiterous  proje£ls  Geo.  !• 
*'  in  defiance  of  the  law,  from  an  affurance  of  their  being    1723. 
•«  able  to  elude  it.  .  The  refpeft  and  reverence  due  to  the  — — — 
**  law  had  been  loft,  and  the  tranquility  of  my  people  en* 
*•  dangered,  had  you  not  interpofed.      1  his  made  it  neceC** 
•*  faiy  for  the  legiflature  to  exert  itfelf,  in  punifliing  fucht 
•*  offenders,  whofe  guilt  is  too  certain  to  leave  the  leaft 
**  room  for  doubt,  and  whofe  crimes  are  too  heinous  to  ad- 
*•  mit  df  any  aggravation. 

**  And  yet  it  is  with  pleafure  I  refleft,  that  the  juflice  of 
**  parliament  has  been  fo  tempered  with  mercy,  that  even 
**  thofe,  who  are  refolved  to  be  diflatisfied,  muft  acknow- 
**  ledge  the  lenity  of  your  proceedings,  and  will  be  at  a  lofs 
**  for  any  pretence  to  complain,  fo  few  examples  having 
^  been  made,  and  the  penalties  infli<Sted  by  bill  falling  fo. 
^  much  (hort  of  the  punifiiments  due  for  the  fame  crimes^. 
**  by  the  common  courfe  of  law. 

•*  The  firnmefs,  you  have  fhewn,  muft  convince  all  the 
**  world,  how  much  they  were  miftaken,  whofe  chief  hopes 
**  were  founded  on  the  difafFedion  of  n>y  people.  It  gave 
**  me  great  fatisfa£lion  to  fee  as  general  a  concurrence  in  full 
'*  parliament  upon  this  occafibn,  as  ha&  been  known  on  any 
**  former :  And  it  is  to  be  hoped,  our  enemies  will  ceafe  to 
**  flatter  themfelves  with  the  vain  imagination  of  being  able 
^  to  fubvert  our  religion  and  prefent  eftablifhment. 

**  Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  commons. 


^*  I  muft  acknowledge,  in  a  particular  manner,  the  great 
readinefs  you  have  (hewn  in  raifinjg  the  neceflary  fuppHes 
for  the  enfuing  year.  It  is  an  unexpcfted  felicity,  that 
**  you  have  been  able  fo  far  to  difappoint  the  hopes  of  our 
enemies,  as  to  avoid  laying  any  new  burthen  upon  my 
people  :  'and  that  fo  foon  after  that  great  (hock  and  con- 
vuthon  in  all  the  public  funds,  and  in  the  midft  of  intef- 
•*  tine  alarms  and  diftiirbances,  the  credit  of  the  nation 
•«  fo  far  revive  and  floriib,  that  not  only  the  fupplies  of  the 
*^  year  ihould  be  raifed  at  a  much  lower  intereft,  than  was 
"  ever  known  in  the  moft  quiet  times,  but  part  of  the  na- 
•*  tioxial  debt  ihould  be  reduced  from  an  intereft  of  5  to  3 
**  per  cent,  and  put  in  a  courfe  of  beiijig  foon  difcbargcd. 


<c 
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1723.        **  My  lords  and  gentlemen. 


"••i"* 


return  you  my  moft  (incere  thanks  for  the  indefad* 

fable  pains  you  have  taken  in  the  fervlce  of  the  pubIiCf> 
earneftly  recommend  it  to  you,  in  your  feveral  ftationg 
**  and  countries,  to  perfevere  m  your  endeavours  for  pre- 
^*  ferving  the  peace  of  the  kingdom ;  by  juftice  and  relolu-* 
'^  tion  to  fubdue  the  reftlefs  fpirit  of  fa^ion  and  iedition  4 
^<  and  by  prudence  and  temper  to  reconcile  the  mifled. 
^*  Some  extraordinary  affairs  called  me  abroad  this  fum- 
mer,  I  do  not  doubt  but  that  the  wifdom  and  vigilance  of 
my  good  fubjedls  will  prevent  our  enemies  from  taking  aoj 
**  advantage  of  my  abfence.  To  gahi  the  hearts  and  aN 
^^  fe<^ions  of  my  people  (hall  always  be  my  firft  and  principal 
**  care.  On  their  duty  and  loyalty  I  will  entirely  depend. 
They  may  as  furely*  depend  on  my  protection,  in  the 
full  enjoyment  of  their  religion,  liberty  and  property." 


cc 


Ths  ktnf  The  king,  whom  the  confpiracy  had  detained  in  England 
ffttt^tt)  Hft.  ^g  jg^jj  ye2LT^  had  no  fooner  put  an  end  to  the  feifion,  but 
he  fet  out  for  his  German  dominions.  He  embarked  fee 
Holland  the  3d  of  June,  and,  after  (laying  two  days  vnA. 
his  brother,  the  bifhop  of  Ofnabrug,  arrived  the  ixth  at 
Herenhaufen.  He  appointed  lords  juftices  in  bis  abj(eace  a^ 
ufual,  the  prince  being  (iill  excluded,  who  was  now  in  his 
forty-firft  year.  The  lord  Harcourt,  formerly  fo  &n&\f 
tinited  with  the  earl  of  Oxford,  and  queen  Anne's  other  mi- 
nifters,  and  who  had  defended  them  with  fo  much  veal,  tvas 
one  of  the  lords  juftices.  Mr.  Walpole  was  likewiie  of  the 
number,  and  adled  as  fecretary  of  ftate,  intheab(enoeof  the 
lords  Townifaend  and  Carteret,  who  were  with  the  kii^« 
Fkoflaotioai.  It  was  intended  to  advance  him  to  the  peerage,  but  he  chofc 
rather  to  have  that  honour  conferred  on  his  fon,  who  was 
made  baron  Walpole  of  Walpole  in  the  county  of  Nor- 
folk (cj.    About  the  fame  time,  Mr.  Pultcney,  chairman 


(c)  The  lord  Townfliend*s 
eldefl  foa  was  called  up  to  the 
hooie  of  peersy  by  the  title  of 
baron  Townfhend  of  Linn-Re- 
eisy  and  made  one  of  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  bedchamber,  in 
the  room  of  the  lord  Teynham, 
ulio  fome  days  before  (hot  hin^* 


(elfy  and  died  an  hoar  after. 

The  preamble  to  the  lord  Wal- 
pole  began  thtts : 
**  Our  moft  l^loved  and  moft 
faithful  counfellor  Robert  Wal- 
pole,  firft  commiifioner  of  the 
Tieafury,  with  the  alEftancc  of 

other 
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of  the  late  committee  of  fecrecy,  was  made  coflferer  of  die  Geo.  I. 

houfhold  ;  and  Philip,  lord  Stanhope,  captain  of  the  yeo-    1723. 
men  of  the  guard  >  Dr.  Gibfon  was  tranflated  from  Lincoln  i* 

to  London ;  Dr.  Reynolds  from  Bangor  to  Lilicoln ;  and 
Dr.  Bradford  from  Carlifle  to  Rochefter ;  Dr.  Waugh  was 
promoted  to  Carlifle,  and  Dr.  Willis,  on  the  death  of  Dr. 
TrimneU  to  Winchefter ;  Dr.  Hoadly  was  tranflated  from 
Hereford  to  Salifl^ury;  Dr.  Green,  on  the  death  of  Dr. 
Fleetwood,  from  Norwich  to  Ely  j  Dr.  Leng  was  made 
bifliop  of  Norwich ;  and  Dr.  Egerton,  brother  to  the  duke 
of  Bridgwater,  of  Hereford. 

The  king,  before  his  departure,  ihewed  his  clemency  to  Theking*^ 
thofe  who  had  been  taken  up  on  account  of  the  plot.     The  <^^«"*°Q^« 
earl  of  Orrery  was  releafed  from  his  confinement,  and  ad- 
mitted to  bail ;  as  were  alfo  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  the  lord 
North  and  Grey,    Dennis  Kelly,  Thomas  Cochran,  and. 
Swathfegger,  the  earl  of  Orrery's  fecrctary.     On  the  20th 
of  June,  Dr.  Friend  was  admitted  to  bail ;  and  two  days 
sifter.  Dr.  Atterbury  embarked  on  board  the  Aldborough,  a 
fmall  man  of  war,  which  had  orders  to  land  him  in  France. 
Ite  was  put   on    fhore  at  Calais,    accompanied  with  his 
daughter  Mrs.  Morrice,   and  her  hufband,  who  was  high- 
bailiff  of  Wcftminfter.  At  Calais  he  was  told,  that  the  late 
lord  Bolingbroke,  having  obtained  his  pardon,  was  juft  ar- 
rived there  in  his  way  to  England  ;    upon  which  the  bifhop 
merrily  faid,  *  Then  I  am  exchanged/  The  king  had  gran- 
ted the  lord  Bolingbroke  a  pardon  the  day  after  the  parlia- 
ment broke  up,  of  which  one  of  his  friends  inftantly  fet  out 
for  France  to  bring  him  word.     He  immediately  returned  to 
England  to  pkad  his  pardon,  in  expc(5lation  that  a  new  par- 
liament would  repeal  his  attainder.    The  lord  Harcourt  had 
Srevailed  with  the  king  to  fliew  him  this  favour,    though 
Ir.  Walpole  had  oppofed  it  at  the  council-board  with  un- 
anfiverable  arguments  :  He  was  againft  loofening  the  hands 
of  one,  who  (as  he  faid)  heforefaw,  from  his  former  con- 


odi^er  fele£l  perfons,  and  chan- 
cellor of  our  Exchequer,  hav- 
ing highly  recommended  him- 
leu  to  our  royal  favour  by  his 
jnany  fervices  to  us,  to.  our 
honie,  and  to  his  own  country, 
we  did  not  think  him  unworthy 
to  be  advanced  to  the  rank  of 
the  peers  of  this  realm.    But, 


though  he  rather  chafes  to  me- 
rit the  higheft  titles  than  to 
wear  them,  we  have  however 
thought  fit,  in  order  to  ennoble 
his  family,  to  confer  on  his  fon 
the  honour  due  to  the  father,  • 
and  to  raife  to  the  peerage  Ro- 
bert Walpole,  junior,  Ei^;  &c. . 
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G^o.  L    da£l  and  ambition,  and  the  natural  reftleflhefs  of  his  temper« 
1723.     would  go  any  lengths  to  poifoh  the  minds  of  the  fubjc^, 

^^ in  order  to  difturb  the  natural  tranquility,    that  he  himfelf 

might  the  eader  arrive  at  power.     But,  notwithftanding  his 
difapprobation,  he  wa^  forced  to  give  way  (d). 

-Before  the  Ling  left  England,  it  was  agreed  in  council, 
that  the  troops  ihould  be  encamped  as  they  had  been  the  laft 
fummer,  and  thsLt  the  horfe-guards  fliouM  be  quartered  round 
Hyde-park>'  iri  ofdtt  to  be  read^  to  afTemble,  If  there  fhould 
be  occafion. 

Thefe  meafures  kept  atl  things  quiet  in  Greaf-l^ritain,  du« 
ring  the  king's  feven  montfis  abfence.  The  fame  reafonsy 
which  had  required  his  p;'efence  abroach,  detained  him  per* 
haps  longer  than  he  ifttended.  He  was  received  in  his  do- 
minions in  the  moft  agreeable  ma/iner,  and  wa^  complimen- 
ted by  at  leaft  twelve  foreign  minlfters.  The  king  and 
queen  of  Prui&a  waited  likewiief  ifpon  him,  by  which  means 
his  court  was  as  fplendfd,  and  as  much  the  fcene  of  affairs, 
as  ever  the  court  of  Great-Britain  had  been. 

irtteoT  fo-       Affairs  tvefe  then  at  a  fort  of  crifis :  The  ufejeflhefs  of  the 

"'8n^*»"«cbngrefs  of  Cambray  suid  of  Brunfwick,  where  little  had 
been  done,  having  worn  out  the  patience  of  the  princes 
^hofe  interefts  were  to  be  determined  there,  they  entered 
into  fepar^te  negot^atfoAs,  and  fought  the  means  of  coming 
to  an  agreerfieht.  Thec^ar  and"  king  of  Sweden  were  going 
to  conclude  a  treaty  favourable  to  the  duke  of  Holftein's  pre- 
tentions to  Slefwfck,  of  which  king  George  had  guaranteed 
t^e  pofleffion  to  the  kin|.  of  E^enmarlc :  It  was  to  be  feared, 
that  this  treaty  might  effcfi  even  Bremen  and  Verden,  late- 
ly annexed  to  the  efeftorate  of  Hanover, 

Oh  the  other  hand,  France  ahd  Spain  feemed  ^o  be  fin- 
cerely  reconciled,  and  williilg  to  unite  againft  the  emperor. 
The  regent  had  projected  a  marriage  between  t&e  king  of 

(d)  Mr.  Walpok's  conda6b  vfous  to  every  man  of  commoii         i 

with  regard  to  this  tranfadiony  penetration.                                        ' 

and  many  more^  was  not  unlike  It  is  obferved  from  the  lord 

the  lord  Clarendon's,  who  fays  Bolingbrokc's  pardon,  that  Mr. 

of  himfelf,  *  That  he  had  often,  Walpole  held  not  then  the  Mt 

as  believing  himfelf  obliged  in  rank;  either  in  power  or  eon/i- 

duty,  argued  in  the  Senate  in  denCe,-  but  that  the  direAion  of 

favour  of  many  points,   which  affairs,  particularlv  the  foreign, 

he  had  ftrenuouily  oppofcd  at  after  the  death  of  the  earls  Stan- 

the  counci  1.*    l*hc  reafons,  on  hope  and  Sunderland,  was  chief- 

wjiich  minifters  found  their  con-  ly  conduced  by  the  lord  Ttmnf- 

4«ft  on  f)»ch  (K^»Ao»8y  gr9  ob*  hend  and  baron  Bothmar* 

France 
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Franc^aad  the  infonhi  of  Spain^  then  three  yellrs  old,  and  Geo.  I* 
had  married  his  fecond  daughter  madeitioifelle  de  Montpel-  1723* 
lier  to  the  prilkce  of  Afhirias,  ahd,   a  vear  after,  another  ■■ 

daughter  to  don  Carlos,  eldeft  fon  of  Philip  V.  by  his  fecond 
wife*  Thefe  two  powers  endeavoured  to  draw  the  czar  to 
their  fide ;  they  oiFered  new  treaties  to  England,  more  ad- 
vantageous than  the  former,  in  regard  to  trade,  but  ftrongly 
infiAed  upon  the  reAitution  of  Gibraltar  and  Port-Mahon  ; 
and  it.was.wlflied,  that  court  would  not  be  concerned  in  the 
aiFairs  of  Italy,  and  would  declare  openly  againft  the  Oftend 
company. 

This  fituatlon  of  fo  oppolite  interefts  was  full  of  difficulties. 
The  Emperor,  prefled  too  much,  might  declare  for  the  czar 
and  the  Swede :  Pokind,  confined  between  thefe  two  powers, 
could  not  help  taking  part  with  them  :  Almoft  all  Italv  ex-^ 
^jaimied  againft  the  treaty  of  London  :  The  pope  haa  pro- 
teAed  againft  any  deciiioh  at  Cambray  to  the  prejudice  of 
hia  right :  The  king  of  Sardinia,  the  dukes  of  Tufcany, 
Parma,  and  Modena,  had  prefented  memorials  equivalent  to 
fo  many  proteftations  :  France  and  Spain  w^re  inclined  to 
fupport  them  :  War  was  every  where  on  the  point  of  break-^ 
ing  out :  England,  engaged  oy  fo  many  treaties,  and  her 
own  interefts,  muft  have  been  concerned  :  For  king  George 
to  declare  againft  the  emperor^  *  was  expofing  his  German 
dominions,  and  helping  to  'ftrengthen  two  powers  already 
very  formidable  to  the  reft  of  Europe :  To  take  part  with  the 
cmperpr  was  fupportin^  the  new  eftablifhment  at  Oftend^ 
and  arming  againft  himfelf,  France,  Spain,  and  perhaps 
Ruffia  and  Sw^n. 

King  George  overcame  all  thefe  difficulties,  or  at  leait 
fufpended  their  ill  confequ^nce^.  He  entered  into  ftri£ler 
alliances  with  the  kings  of  Pruffia  and  Denmark  :  He  ufed 
his  endeavours  to  prevail  with  the  emperor  to  be  more  readj 
to  end  his  differences  with  Spain,  and  to  defift  from  the  at* 
fair  of  Oftend,  againft  which  Jiis  fubjecb  in  particular,  and 
his  faithful  allies  the  States-General,  were  extremely  incen-^ 
fed.  In  England,  as  hath  been  related,  the  commons  had 
yoted  againft  it. 

One  of  the  ktng*s  principal  defigns,  when  he  came  to  Ha- 
nover,- was,  to  pcrfuade  the  court  of  Vienna  to  defift  from 
ere&ingthe  Ofteiid  India  company  :  He  laboured  conftaatljf 
at  it,  hut  the  fuccefs  did  not  anfwer  his  good  intentions  : 
That  court  promifed,  in  general,  not  to  do  any  thing  con« 
trary  to  treaties,  and  the  rights  of  othen>  but  avoided  to  en- 

Vot.  XIX.  .       li  ter     . 


1 


498  T  H  E    H  1  S  T  O  R  Y 

Geo.  I.  ter  into  any  difcuffion,  and  difregarded  the  repitefientatiofli 
I723,     that  were  made  from  all  parts. 

■  ■  It  was  the  fame  with  refpecl  to  the  czan     So  that  tii€ 

king's  journey  proved  fruitlefs,  and  the  negotiations  mig^t 
have  been  as  well  carried  on  at  London  as  at  Hanoirer« 
Something  was  alfo  done  for  the  Proteftants,  whofe  com" 
pkints  continued,  becaufe  they  were  ftill  opprefIed>  and  new 
grievances  were  added  to  the  old.  The  king  c£  Pniffia 
readily  entered  into  the  defign  to  procure  them  eafe  and 
|:ranquility. 

This  union  put  a  flop  at  leaft  to  greater  calamities ;  and 
appeared  to  be  very  cordial.  King  Geofge  fpent  four  or  five 
days  at  Berlin,  where  he  was  received  land  treated  with  great 
iQ^cA  and  magnificence.  The  two  .feccttaries  of  State,  die 
lords  Townfhend  and  Carteret,  who  attended  him,  had  fre* 
quent  conferences  with  the  kingof  Prvffia's  minifters,  in  oT'* 
der  to  conclude  fome  alliance  to  prevent  the  czar's  defigos^ 
in  favour  of  the  duke  of  Holftein  :  The  propofals  were  no* 
ther  rejefied  nor  received,  and  aflunmce  was  given  that  no 
engagement  ihould  be  made  contr^  to  what  had  been 
agreed  (a). 


(a)  All  was  quiet  in  England : 
However,  there  appeared  now 
aitd  then  fome  fparks  of  divi* 
iton,  which  fliewed  the  parties 
jfiill  fuhiiftedy  and  had  not  al- 
tered their  fentiments.  At  the 
election  of  the  Iheriifs  this  year» 
the  rabble  was  fpirited  up  at 
liOndont  by  the  oppoiition 
which  the  new  flieriifs,  Sir  Ri- 
chard Hopkins  and  Mr.  Feaft, 
met  with  from  the  old  ones, 
Mr>  Humphry  Parfons  and  Mr, 
Child,  who  endeavoured  to 
have  the  eledion  fall  upon  Sir 
John  Williams  and  Mr.  Lock- 
wood.  Hop  kins. and  Feail  were 
declared  duly  eledled  by  thelord 
jnayor  and  aldermen ;  notwith- 
Sanding  Parfons  and  Child  had 
made  a  contrary  declaration  in 
favour  of  Williams  and  Lock- 
wood*  but,  the  lord  mayor  ha- 
vii^g  diflblved  the  common-hall. 


after  the  court  had  declare4 
Hopkinsand  Feaft  duly  eleded^ 
the  old  (heriifs  could  not  meet 
them  after  the  adjournment  ms 
they  iateadexl  to  have  done,  but 
were  prev^ted  bythelordma«> 
yor'sandaldermen's  priordeda- 
ration.  Feaft  oppofed  Williaatt 
in  the  election  of  an  alderman 
for  Cripplegate-wardj  whici 
being  alfo  contefted,  was  deci- 
ded by  the  court  of  aldermen  in 
favour  of  Williams,  nponwhich 
the  rabble  broke  thewindowsof 
the  well-afFeaed  in  that  wanl, 
and  committed  feveraloatra^est 
for  which  fome  of  the  riag^Iea- 
ders  were  taken  andcommitce4 
to  Newgate, 

Purfuant  to  an  aft  of  jjarlia- 
ment  lately  palTed,  rcquirin^sH 
perfons  to  take  the  oaths  bcToie 
the  25  th  of  December,  or  to  re- 

giftcr  their  cftates,  the  fcffionSf 

held 


f 

I 


The  king  having  been  informed  that  his  fubje^  iti  Ire-  Geo*  I* 
land  were  in  want  of  fmall  money,  made  a  contract  with    1727* 
William  Wood,  to  furnilh  that  kingdom  with  copper  half-  — —— •^ 
pence  and  farmings.     The  copper  was  to  be  of  fuch  fine-  Wood't 
licfs,  and  the  money  of  fuch  a  weight,  as  agreed  upon  iif      -?«»«•• 
the  patent  granted  for  that  purpofe.     When  this  money 
came  to  be  circulated  in  Iceland,  great  clamour  was  raifed 
againft  it,  and  the  parliament,  which  met  on  the  5th  of  Sep-* 
tcmber,  came  to  tbefe  refolutions : 

That  the  importing  and  uttering  of  copper  half-pence  and 
farthings,  by  virtue  of  Wood's  patent,  would  be  prejudicial 
to  the  revenue,  def!ru£tive  of  trade,  and  of  dangerous  con« 
fequence  to  die  rights  of  the  fubjed  :  That  the  ftate  of  the 
nation  had  heen  mifreprefented  to  the  king,  in  order  to  ob- 
tain  the  patent :  That  the  hatf-pente  wanted  weight ;  and^ 
though  ^e  terms  of  the  patent  h^d  been  compiled  with» 
there  would  have  been  a  lofs  to  Uie  nation  of  150L  pe^ 
cent.  That  it  had  been  always  highly  prejudicial  to  the  king^ 
dom  to  grant  the  power  of  coinage  to  pnvate  perfonsy.and 
would  at  all  times  be  of  dangerous  confequence. 

Addrefles  from  both  houfes,  agreeable  to  thefe  relblutlons^ 
were  tranfmitted  to  the  king,  who,  in  anfwer  to  the  com« 
mens,  faid,  ^  he  was  Very  much  concerned,  that  bis  graat;* 
ing  the  patent  for  coining  of  half-pence  and  farthings,  agrees 
able  to  the  ora^tice  of  his  royal  predecefibis,  had  given  (0 
much  uneaiinefs  to  the  houfe  of  commons ;  and,  if  fher%, 
had  been  ai|y  abufes  committed  by  the  patentee,  his  majeftjft 
would  give  the  necefTary  orders  for  inquiring  into,  and  pu*^^ 
xiilhing  thofe  abufes,  and  do  every  thin^,  that  was  in  hi|( 
power,  for  the  fatisfaAion  of  his  people?  purfuant  to  this 
anfwer,)  for  which  the  commons  returned  an  addrefs  of 
dianks)  the  affair  was  referred  to  the  lords  9f  tli^  privy -coun<« 
cil  in  England,'  by  a  whom  a  report  of  it  was  drawn  up  in  Julj^ 
the  next  year.  In  this  report  they  juftified  the  condu^  o| 
the  patentee,  and  obferved,  thait  his  majefty  having  ordered 
that  an  aflayihould  be  made  of  the  finenefs,  value,  and 
weight  of  Mr.  Wood's  copper  money,  and  the  goodnel^ 
thereof,  compared  with  the  former  coinages  of  copper  money 
for  Ireland,  and  the  copper  money  coined  in  his  mi;  t  in  En- 
gland, it  had  been  accordingly  referred  to  Sir  Ifaac  I^ewton« 
Air.  Southwdl,  and  Mr.  ocroope,  to  make  the  aiTay  anq 

» 
lieMbythejajfticesofthepeace  tcxes  and  oonditions  foi:  thai 
^ver   all  the  kingdom,   w^re    purpofe*  ^ 

ciowdcd  with  pofdiw  of  all 

I  i  a  trial 
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Gco.t.  trial ;  and  it  appeared,  >  That  the  Pixof  the  copper-monies 
1-23.    coined  at  Briftol  by  Mr.  Wo#d  for  Ireland,  containing  the 
..  trial  pieces,  which  was  fealed  and  locked  up  at  the  time  of 

coining,  was  opened  at  his  majefty's  mint  at  the  Tower  : 
That  the  comptroller's  account  of  the  quantity  of  half-pence 
and  farthings  coined,  agreed  with  Mr.  Wood's  account,  a- 
jnounting  to  59  tons,  3  hundred,  i  quarter,  11  pounds,  and 
4  ounces  :  That  by  the  fpecimens  of  this  coinage,  which  had 
from  time  to  time  been  taken  from  the  feveral  parcels  coined^ 
and  fealed  up  in  papers,  and  put  into  the  Pix,  60  half-pence 
weighed  14  ounces  troy,  and    18  penny- weights,  which  is 
about  a  quarter  of  an  ounce  above  one  pound  weight  averdu- 
-   pois ;  and  30  farthings  weighed  3  ounces  and  ^  quarteis  of 
•  an  ounce  troy,  and  46  grains ;  which  is  alio  above  the 
weight  required  by  the  patent :  That  both  half-pence  and 
farthings,  when  heated  red  hot,  fpread  thin  under  the  ham- 
mer, without  cracking  :  That  the  copper,  of  which  Mr. 
Wood's  coinage  is  made,  is  of  the  fame  goodnefs  and  value 
V^ith  the  copper,  of  which  the  copper  money  is  coined  in 
his  majefty's  mint  for  England,  and  worth,  in  the  marketj^ 
about  13  pence  per  pound  weight  averdupois :  That  a  pound 
of  copper  wrought  into  bars  and  fillets,  and  made  fit  for  coin^ 
age,  before  brought  into  the  mint  in  the  Tower  of  London, 
is  worth  18  pence  per  pound,  and  always  cofts  as  much,  and 
is  coined  into  23  pence  of  copper  mone^by  tale  for  England. 
That  the  half-pence  and  farthings  corned  by  Mr.  Wood, 
.when  compared  with  the  copper  money  coined  for  Ireland  in 
the  reigns  of  king  Charles  II.  King  James  II.  and  king  Wil- 
liam and  queen  Mary,  confiderably  exceeds  them  all  in  good- 
nefs, finenefs,  and  value  of  the  copper,  none  of  them  bearing 
the  firt  fo  well,  not  being  malleable,  wafting  very  much  in  the 
fire,  and  great  pari  of  tliem  burning  into  a  cinder  of  little  or 
no  value  at  all.'  The  fad  being  thus  proved  to  be  on  the  fide 
of  Mr.  Wood,  the  lords  committee  fliew,  that  his  maj^y*s 
royal  predeceflbrs  always  exercifed  the  undoubted  prerogative 
of  granting  patents  for  copper  coinage  in  Ireland  to  private 
^perfons,  none  of  which  patents  were  equally  beneficial  to 
that  kingdom,  nor  fo  well  guarded  with  proper  covraants 
and  conditions  for  the  due  execution  of  the  powers  thereby 
granted,  as  this  of  Mr.  Wood,  though  the  validity  of  thefe 
patents,  and  a  due  compliance  with  them,  was  never  in  anj 
one  iniiance  till  this  time  difputed  or  controverted.     TKey 
then  prove,   that  Mr.  Wood's  patent  was  not,  as  bad  beeii 
iuggefted  in  Ireland,    obtained  dandeftinelf,    in  an   un- 
precedented flp^neri  but  «fter  a  reference  (q  Ae  attorney 

and 
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and  folHcitor-gencral,  and  after  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  had  been  Geo.  L 
confulted  in  all  the  fteps  of  fettling  it.     In  the  laft  place  they  .  1723» 
pnade  it  plainly  appear  by  a  cloud  of  witneiles,  that  there  was     • 
a  real  want  of  fmall  money  in  Ireland^  to  make  fmall  pay- 
ments.    But,  Mr.  Wood  having,  in  compliance  with  the 
clamour  induftrioufly  raifed  agalnft  his  coinage,  propofed  to 
reduce  his  coinage  from  loo,oool.  to  40,0001.  value,  it  was 
thought  fit  to  accept  of  it,  and  to  fend  directions  to  Ireland 
accordingly  (b). 

The  parliament  of  Ireland  paiTed  feveral  a£ts,  and  particu- 
larly one  for  accepting  the  Quakers  aiBrmation  infiead  of  an 
oath  J  and  granted  340,0001.  fupply  towards  paying  off  the 
debt  of  the  nation,  which  was  about  660,000 1.  and  for  the 
fiipport  of  the  eftablifhment  for  two  years. 

On  the  loth  pf  Oftober  died  earl  Cowper,  eminent  for  Death  of. 
his  integrity  in  the  difcharge  of  the  office  of  lord  chancellor,  ^"^ 
ivhich  he  had  twice  filled.  Xhere  may  have  been  chanceljors  ^"^'^ 
of  more  extenfivc  learning,  but  none  of  more  knowledge  in 
the  laws  of  England.    His  judgment  was  quick,  and  yet  fo- 
lid.     His  eloquence  manly,  but  flowing.  ^  His  manner  graces 
fill  and  noble  (c). 

The 


(b)  Notwithftanding  this  dc' 
cifion  of  the  privjr-council  of 
England,  dean  Swift  in  his  pa- 
per, called,  The  Draper  of 
Dublin,  reprefented  this  affair 
in  the  blackeft  colours,  and  is 
fuppofed  to  be  the  author  of  a 
lapapooa  upon  it,  beginning 
.with  thefe  words  : 

Now,  altho'  to  draw  water  is 

not  very  good. 
Yet  we  all  fhonld  rejoice  to  be 

hewers  of  Wood. 

(c)  In  September  this  year, 
four  Engliih  gentlemen  were 
barbaroaily  murdered  inFrance. 
Air.  Seabright  and  Mr.  Mon- 
peHbn,  accompanied  by  Mr. 
Davis,  pafling  over  to  Calais  in 
their  way  to  Paris,  fctout  from 
thence  for  that  City  the  12th  of 
September,  Mr.  Seabright  and 

I 


Mr.  Davis  in  one  chaife,  Mr. 
Monpeflbn  and  Richard  Spinde- 
low,  Mr.  Seabright's  man,  in 
another,  and  Mr.  MonpefTon's 
fervant  on  horfeback.  About 
feven  miles  from  Calais  they 
were  attacked  by  fix  ruffians 
well  mounted,  who  Hopped  the 
poilillions,  came  up  to  the 
chaifes,  and  demanded  their  mo- 
ney, which  the  gentlemen  rea- 
dily furrendered,  they  having 
no  fire-arms  to  make  refiftance, 
and  even  their  fwords  were  tji- 
ken  from  them.  The  robbers 
then,  taking  them  out  of  the 
chaifes,  commanded  them  to  lie 
down  upon  their  faces,  and  the 
poilillions  to  do  the  fame.  After 
which  the  villains  rifled  their 
*pockets,  and  fearched  them  ve- 
ry narrowly ;  which  done,  they 
ordered  Spindelow  to  get  up 
and  open  the  portmanteaus, 
i  3  which 
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Geo.  I.  The  king  was  ftiil  at  Hanover,  when  he  heard  of  Ae  duke 
r723*^4.  of  Orlean*s  death,  who,  under  the  title  of  prime  minifter, 
m  'K,  i  '•^  goveiined  France  as  abfolutely  as  he  had  done  during  the  mi- 
^^•*UJ^  %  nority  of  Lewis  XV.  King  George  was  much  concerned 
Q^jjgjjj^*  at  the  news  :  The  mutual  efteem  diey  had  for  each  other, 
their  circumftances  and  intercfls  which  were  not  unlike,  be- 


whidi*  as  he  was  doing,  hefaw 
one  of  the  rogues  pull  tne  dead 
body  of  Mr.  Locke  out  of  a 
chaife  in  which  he  had  been 
killed  in  his  return  from  Paris, 
lit  fome  fmall  diilance  from  that 
place ;  Mr.  Locke's  fervant,  a 
8wifs»  was  fpared,  but  made  to 
)le  on  his  face.  When  they  had 
done  with  Mr.  S^abright's  port- 
manteau, they  ordered  Mr, 
MonpefTon  to  open  his,  and  he 
defired  Mr.  Seabright  to  tell 
them  in  Preach,  his  lervant  was 
gone  before,  and  l^ad  the  key 
with  him.  This  man  they  had 
fiiotinthe  back,  but,  not  being 
dead,  he  was  commanded  to  lie 
down  on  his  face,  and  now  they 
fetched  him  to  open  his  mailer's 
portmanteau  ;  when  they  had 
Hniflied  their  fearch,  they  cried 
Tuez,  Kill ;  they  firft  fhot  Mr. 
Seabright  through  the  heart, 
Mr.  Davis  was  fhot  and  ftabbed 
In  feveral  places,  and  his  ikull 
fileft ;  they  ftabbed  Spindelow 
in  five  places  of  his  body,  and 
left  him  for  dead,  Mr.  Mon- 
])eiron  at  the  fame  time  received 
a  (hot  which  had  laid  him 
l^rawlittg  on  the  ground,  '  A 
TOafant  of  the  neighbourhood, 
who  was  going  to  Calais  for  a  * 
licence  to  marry^  unfortunately 
paffing  that  way,  was  alfo  mur- 
dered, and  Mr.  Mcnpeflbn,  who 
liad  lain  as  if  he  had  been  dead, 
lifting  up  his  head  before  the 
inurderers  were  gone,  one  of 

ihcm  camt  back  to  him  and  99t 


his  throat ;  but  he  and  Spinde- 
low made  a  ihift,  with  the  help 
pf  fome  of  the  country  people, 
to  get  back  to  Calais,  where 
Mr.  Mohpeflbn  died  36  hoon 
after,  and  Spindelow,  recover* 
ing  of  his  wounds,  returned  to 
England,  The  dead  bodies  of 
the  four  Engliih  gentlemen  wpe 
brought  to  England,  and  landed 
at  the  Tower-warf,  four  days 
after,  where  they  were  received 
by  their  friends,  who  gave  them 
decent  interment ;  and  Geoije 
Turville,  Efq;  of  the  Middk« 
Temple,  who  happened  to  pais 
by  the  place  where  thcfe  gen- 
tlemen were  murdered,  a  few 
hours  after  the  faid  murder  was 
committed,  while  the  dead  bo- 
dies, ftripped  naked  by  the 
country  people,  yet  lay  on  die 
high  road,  gave  orders  for  e- 
refting  a  monument  of  black 
marble,  in  form  of  a/pyraitid, 
on  the  fpot  where  the  murder 
happened,  by  permifBon  of  the 
duke  de  Hiuniers,  governor  of 
the  Bolougnois,  and  die  bifhop 
offiologne.  Thcfe  robbers  aad 
aflfaffins  robbed  the  LifTe  fbge 
co^ch,  feven  miles  from  Pcron- 
ne,  twQ  months  afterwards,  and 
killed  Poulart  and"  Hcunclet, 
two  perfons  that  accompanied 
the  coach  ;  two  of  the  rogues, 

{ofeph  Bizeans,  a  jeweller  of 
.ei^e,  and  Peter  la  Fchvre,  a- 
nother  jeweler,  being  taken, 
were  tned  and  condemned  at 

Paris  in  July  followiiii*  by  this 
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got  afirm  fncndfliip  between  them,  whereof  they  gave  oft  al!  Geo,  h 
eccafions  the  moft  effeSual  proofs.     The  duke  died  of  an    1723. 
apoplexy  in  the  ^oth  year  of  his  age,  and  according  to  his 
Jeftre,  before  his  deceafc,  the  duke  of  Bourbon  was  noihF* 
nated  prime  minifter. 

■   As  die  death  of  the  duke  of  Orleans  might  occafion  great  The  king 
alterations,  and,  as  it  was  uncertain  whether  the  new  mf-lJ^^J*^*  ^*> 
jlifter  would  enter  into  the  views  of  his  predeceflbr,  tHekin^  °^  ^  * 
haftetied  )m  return  to  England.    Being  detairt^d  by  contrkry 
^rmds  fome  day^  in  Holland,  he  recced  there  aiTurances," 
from  the  part  of  France,  of  the  good  difpofition  of  that  court,' 
to  cultivate,  and  even  improve,  the  union  eftablilhed  by  the' 
late  duke  of  Orleans,  between  the  two  ftates.  ' 

The  king  came  to  London  the  rgth  of  December,  and' on  17^^-24. 
Ac  ^h  of  January  the  Parliament  met,  and  was  opeiied  by^*^  '**^^°* 
die  following  fpeech,  delivered  as  ufual  by  the  lord  chan- the°^con<i 

Oellor.  parliameng 

of  king 

*•  My  lords  and  gentlemen,  George. 

^f  T  Caanot  open  this  feflibn  without  congratulating  you 
«*  ^  upon  ^the  fuccefs  of  your  endeavours  laft  year  for  the- 
^  fafety,  intereft  and  honour  of  the  kingdom.     The rifeof* 
<^  the  public  credit,  the  flouriihing  condition  of  our  trade 
^^  and  manufactures,  and  the  general  tranquility  of  my  peo- 
♦*  pie,  are  the  happy  confequences  of  your  prudent  refolu- 
**  tions.    It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  few  examples,  which. 
**  were  made  of  fome  notorious  offenders,  will  be  fufficient* 
•^  to  deter  the  moft  difaffe6led  from  engaging  in  the  like  def- 
**  perate  and  wicked  practices.     The  augmentation  you. 
**  thought  fit  to  make  to  our  national  forces,  by  fea  and  land^ . 
**  has  not  only  fecured  the  general  quiet  of  the  kingdom 
^^  againft  any  fudden  attempts  or  infurrec^ions,  but  has  alfo 
'^  given  me  luch  weight  and  credit  in  all  foreign  negotiations, . 
'^  as  ereatly  contribute  towards  the  prefervation  of  the  peace. 
**  of  JEurope. 

**  Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
**  I  will  order  the  proper  officers  to  lay  before  you  the  efti- 

moft  dreadful  fentcnce  :  *  To  had  life,  and  Bizcan's  dead  bo» 

W  pvt  to  the  rack,  to  have  their  dy  to  be  ca^ied  and  remain  ex*  • 

arms,  legs,  and  thighs  broken  pofed  on  awheel  upon  the  high 

on  ^  fcaffold,  and  to  have  their  road  to  Calais,  and  le  Fehvre's 

bodies  put  upon  whceb,  there  on  the  high  road  to  Peronnc,* 

to  remain  with  their  faces  to-  which  fentenCe  was  executed  to 

wards  the  Iky  as  long  as  they  the  full. 

li  4  *•  mates 
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Geo.  I.   **  mates  for  the  fcrvicc  of  the  current  year.  I  dcfire  fiiA  fnpr 

1 723 -24-  *'  plies  onlv,  as  you  (hall  find  abfolutely  neceffary  for  prc- 

—..,..  *'  ferving  tne  peace  of  the  kingdom,  and  for  the  fectnitv  of 

*^  my  people ;  and  thofe,  I  hope,  may  be  raifed  without  lay* 

<*  ing  any  additional  charge  or  burthenxin  my  fubjeds. 

*^  I  muft,  in  a  particular  manner,  recommend  toyourcire 
'*  the  public  debts  of  the  kingdom,  as  the  moft  national  con« 
^^  cern  you  can  poffibly  take  into  your  confideration.  I  am 
^*  perfuaded,  it  muft  be  a  very  great  fatisfa&ion  to  all  my 
<^  faithful  fubje£ls,  to  fee  the  linking  fund  improved  and 
^^  augmented,  and  the  debt  of  the  nation  thereby  put  into  a 
^^  method  of  being  fo  much  the  fooner  gradually  reduced  and 
,  ^^  paid  off.  It  would  be  a  work  truly  worthy  of  a  Brit  ill 
^^  parliament  to  begin  this  commendable  undertaking,  and 
<^  to  make  fuch  a  progrefs  therein,  as,  with  a  ftrid  re- 
gard to  public  faith  and  private  property,  may  pave  tba 
way  to  this  great  and  defireable  end. 


cc 


<c 


My  lords  and  gentlemen. 


•*  In  the  prefent  happy  fituation  of  our  aflPairs,  I  have  no- 
**  thing  more  to  reconunend  to  you,  than  that  you  would 
•'  make  ufe  of  the  opportunity,  which  your  own  good  con- 
•*  du£l  has  put  into  your  hands,  in  confidering  of  fuch  far- 
*'  ther  l^ws,  as  may  be  wanting  for  the  eafe  and  cncoun^c- 
**  ment  of  trade  and  navigation,  for  the  employment  of  the 
**  poor,  and  for  the  exciting  and  encouraging  a  fpirit  of  in- 
**  duftry  in  the  nation. 

*^  I  am  fully  fatisfied,  that  the  trade  and  wealth  of  my 
**  people  are  the  happy  efFefls  of  the  liberties  they  enjoy  ; 
*•  and  that  the  grandeur  of  the  crown  confifts  in  their  prof- 
*^  perity  :  And  I  am  as  fully  perfuaded,  that  all,  who  wifh 
^*  well  to  their  country,  muft  agree  with  me,  that  it  is  the 
*^  vaineft  of  all  delufions  to  imagine,  that  the  religion,  laws, 
^^  and  liberties  of  this  kingdom,  can  ever  be  fecured,  but 
^'  by  fupporting  the  prefent  eftabliihment,  and  maintaining 
**  the  fucccfEon  in  tne  Protcftant  line.  Let  us  therefore 
**  heartily  join  in  every  thing,  that  may  tend  to  promote  our 
^^  mutual  happipefs^  and  to  extinguifn  the  hopes  of  thofe 
^^  who  long  have  been,  and  ftill  are  reftlefs  in  their  endea- 
*'  vours  to  fubjeft  this  nation  to  the  whole  train  of  miferies, 
*'  that  arc  infeparablc  from  Popery  and  arbitrary  power." 

^^^^^        This  fpeech  drew  from  both  boufes  addrefles  of  thanks, 
"*****•    with  aflurances  of  maintaining  the  prefent  happy  cftaUifli- 

oicnt,  and  the  fucceffiQn  in  his  majcfty^s  familyi  as  the  only 

folid 
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Iclid  foundation  of  quietly' enjoying  their  religion,  laws,  and  Geo.  L^ 
liberties.  1723-24.* 

The  compions,  according  to  cuftom,  proceeded  to  raife   X. 

the  fupplies,  which  were  granted  according  to  the  eftimate  Procecd- 

laid  before  them  by  the  court.     Ten  thoufand  fcamen,  at  j*^»'  °1  *^ 

4  1.  a  month  each,  were  voted  for  the  fea-fervice,  and  the  "^^  ^* 

army  was  continued  on  the  fame  foot  as  laft  year.     The  af« 

fair  of  the  army  occafioned  a  warm  debate,  chiefly  about  the 

four  thoufand  additional  troops  raifed  the  year  before,  which 

the  oppoiers  infifted  to  have  difbanded  $  but  it  was  carried 

againft  them,  and  refolved  that  the  number  of  efFedive  men, 

for  the  year  1724  (including  1815  invalids)  (hould  be  18264. 

A  land-tax  of  two  (hillings  in  the  pound,  with  the  malt -tax, 

was  granted  towards  defray  ing  the  expences  of  the  enfuing  year. 

As  the  king  had  particularly  recommended  to  their  care 
the  pnblic  debts  of  the  nation,  the  commons  took  the  fame  A  bill  fbr 
intoconfideration,  and  came  to  the  following  refolutions  :     l^ening 

That  towards  leffening  the  public  debts,  the  annuities  of  J^^^*^** 
5L  per  cent,  charged  on  the  general  fund,  by  a  claufe  in 
the  z&  of  the  5th  of  his  majefty's  reign,  except  fucb  as  had 
been  fubfcribcd  into  the  South-Sea,  fhoiild  be  paid  off  atLady-^ 
day  1724,  as  alfo  the  unfubfcribed  blanks  of  the  lottery  of 
1714.    That  all  thefe  Ihould  be  difcharged,  with  the  money    ' 
arifing  from  the  finking  fund,  as  well  as  the  two  annuities, 
which  by  the  ad,  entitled,  <  An  a£l  for  redeeming  certain 
annuities,  payable  by  the  cafliier  of  the  Bank  at  51.  per  cent. 
were  enacted  to  be  redeemed  at  Lady-day,  1724/  Purfuanf 
to  thefe  refolutions,  a  bill  was  brought  in,  which,  pai&ng 
both  houfes,  received  the  royal  aflfent.  •• 

-    Proteftions  from  foreign  minifters,  peers,  and  members  of 
parliament,  having  long  been  the  fubiefl  of  complaint,  a  liftProteaioot 
of  the  names  of  the  perfons  protefied  by  written  certificates  ^^^  "* 
Wa3  laid  before  the  commons,  and  it  was  refolved,  ^  That  all 

Erote^ons  and  written  certificates  of  the  members  of  this- 
oufe  be  declared  void  in  law,  and  be  forthwith  withdrawn 
and  called  in:  and  that  none  be  granted  for  the  future; 
and  that  if  any  fliall  be  granted  by  any  member,  fuch 
member  ihall  make  fatisfafi^ion  to  the  party  injured,  and 
Ihall  be  liable  to  the  cenfiire  of  the  houfe.*  This  order  was 
to  be  printed  and  fet  up  in  the  courts  of  juftice,  and  diftributed 
by  the  fheriffs  in  their  feveral  counties.  The  fame  grievance 
being  taken  into  confideration  by  the  lords,  after  fome  de-* 
bate,  the  following  declaration  was  made,  ^  That  all  the  writ*  * 
ten  protections  are  null  and  void ;  and  all  other  protections, 
wbicb  ihall  be  at  any  time  hereafter  given>  ihall  be  taken  to  * 

be 
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Geo.  t.  be  niUI  and  void/  But  thh  order  h  not  to  extaend  to  mttxA 
f723-24.fervants,  nor  thefe  employed  ncceffarily  and  properly  aboiA 
tire  cftatcs  of  peers,  or  any  who  are  really  thdr  finvimts. 

In  this  feffion,  the  inland  duty  ym  laid  on  cbfiee^  tei^ 
and  chocolate,  which  has  been  a  coofideraUe  incveafe  to  fte 
public  revcnte. 

The  affair  of  the  army  caufed  the  greateft  debate  in  the 
houfe  of  lords.  There  had  been  die  laft  year  an  addjfion  of 
four  thoufand  inen  on  account  of  the  confpiracy^  v^iich  was 
now  propofed  to  be  continued.  The  ccnnmons  had  agreed 
to  it,  and  pafied  the  bill }  but  the  continuance  of  thefe  addi- 
tional troops  met  with  great  oppofttion  in  the  houfe  of  lords. 
The  two  moft  remarkable  fpeeches  were  die  lord  Trevoi'i 
a^unft  it,  and  the  lord  Townihend's  for  it  (d)«    It  was  ob- 

fcirvtd. 


Afny  t>ill 
f  afliBd  in 
the  houfe 
Vf  lofd^ 


(d)  As  thefe  fpeediescontun 
the  chief  arguments  on  bo!th 
fides,  they  are  here  inferted  at 
targe: 

ThelordTieverfaid,  «That, 
At  conipiracy  mentioned  in  the 
king's  ipeech  at  the  opening  of 
ahe  laft  feffion  of  parliament, 
which  was  the  occafion  of  this 
iiugmentation  of  the  land  forces, 
being  now  happily  extin^i&- 
cd,  and  thereoy  the  canfe  of 
raifing  that-additional  namber 
bein^  perfedUy  i^emoved,  there 
was  not  the  leaft  leafon  or  pre- 
tend for  continnih^  that  num- 
ber. That  the  keeping  on  foot 
a  gl'eater  army  in  time  of  peace, 
than  was  abfolutely  neceffary 
for  jthe  fecurity  of  the  king's 
perfon  and  government,  was 
very  dangerous  to  oar  happy 
cbnftitution :  And,  confidering 
tfie  great  tranquility  we  enjoy 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  he 
conld  not  but  apprehend,  the 
nlimlier  of  regular  forces  allow- 
ed by  this  bilfto  be  much- great- 
er^ than  was  neceflary  for  that 
fnd.  That,  if  fo  great  an  army 
was  allowed  to  be  continued 
in  onrprefcnt  happy  orcum- 


ftances,  afbmding  simy  woill 
diereby  becdme  an  eflbidal  part 
of  our  confticadon,  fince  tfie 
reafons  for  keeping  it  up  in  per* 
petuity,  ■  would  grow  ftro^er 
every  year,  and  in  every  (uc- 
ceedins;  reign.  Fort  on  fife  one 
hand,  it  cannot,  with  any  proN* 
bability,  be  fbrefeen  ot  exped* 
ed,  that  in  any  future  dme  thert 
will  be  lefs  reafon  to  b^  ^M^ 
dian  at  prefent,  for^aftifyitf 
the  neceffity  of  keepipi|r  wp  m 
great  an  army,  there  bcu^no^ 
as  litde  danger  to  our  preient 
happy  eflablifliment  to  be  fear* 
ed  either  from  infurredions  aC 
heme,  or  by  any  diAurbance  or 
invaiions  from  abroad,  as  thi^ 
nature  and  inftability  of  humanf 
aiBurs  will  allow  of.  And  on 
the  other  hand,  if  fo  nuflierootf 
an  army  be  at  prefent  allowed 
of  in  parliament,  noargiABeot 
can  hereafter  be  urged  for  the 
reducing  the  number  in  any  fu- 
ture reign,  but  what  will  ieem 
to  carry  with  it  too  great  a  di- 
ftruft  of  the  ptince  then  on  the 
throne,  and  will  be  conftroed 
to  imply,  that  the  fame  confi- 
dence is  not  to  be  rcpefed  itt 

him 
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iervedy  that  the  lord  North  and  Grey^  the  earl  of  Ocrerjv  Geo.  lo 
the  lord  Bathurft,  and  others  of  that  party,  appeared^  very  .i;(  23.04^ 

zealous  ■■  ij 


Jiim,  as  In  his  predeccflbri/  His 
lordfhip  added,  *  That  it  was 
notour  of  any  diftruft  he  enter- 
^ned  either  of  hi^  majefly  or 
Kis  xniniilers,  that  he  was  for  re- 
dacuigpart  of  the  army.  That, 
On  the  contrary,  he  was  fully 
convinced,  his  maj^fty  will 
never  make  an  ill  ufe  of  his 

5>ower,    of  which  they  had  a' 
tire  eameft  in  the  equity  anJ 
moderation,  with  which  his  ma- 
icfty  had  governed  hitherto  : 
"But,  that  as  they  could  not  pro* 
inife  themfelves,    nor  expedl, 
that  fo  got>d  and  fo  juft  a  king, 
ihould  always  £11  the  throne,  it 
^as  prudence  early  to  prevent 
theinconveniencies  andaangers. 
to  which  our  excellent  conlhtu- 
tion  and  liberties  would  be  ex- 
pofed,  in  cafe,  in  ainy  fucceed* 
ing  reign,  an  ambitious  prince, 
imd  ill  minifters  fhould  have  fo 

Sreat  a  numberof  troops  at  their 
ifpofal.  That  it  was  notorious, 
that  all  the  Hates  of  Europe,  that 
liave  loft  their  liberties,  have* 
been  enflaved  by  their  own  ar- 
piies,  whofe  officers  and  com  - 
inanders,  growing  every  day  in 
power,  do,  at  laft,  turn  it  againft 
t hofe,  from  whom  they  had  at 
£rft  their  commillions;  of  which 
we  had  a  fatal  example  in  Eng- 
land ftill  frelh  in  our  memories,. 
in  the  perfon  of  Oliver  Crom- 
well.   That,  befides  the  four 
thoufand  additional  men,   the' 
Tegular  forces  were  double  the 
number  of  thofe  kept  on  foot 
gftcr  the  peace  of  Ryfwick,  in 
the  reign  of  kingWilliam  of  glo- 
rious memory. ;  and  more  nu- 
inerons  by  one  third  than  in  the  • 

lat^  ^ucw's  reign,  after  the 


peace  of  Utrecht :  That  them- 
lore  they  are  more  than,fuffi-', 
cient  to  fecure  the  government 
againA  any    fudden   inteiliue* 
commotion,  which  is  thele(s  to» 
Be  apprehended^,  by  reafon'oS 
the^eneralafFedioni  which  the^ 
people  had    lately   fhewa   ia^ 
taking  the  oaths,  though.many 
of  them,  that  took  them,  were 
not  required  to  do  it,  by  the* 
ad  paded  the  lafli  feflion ;  andC* 
he  was  confident,  that^  except 
a  few  perjfons  of  defperate  prin*- 
ciples  and  fortunes,  who  naght 
hope  to  fif&  in  troubled,  waters,, 
there  was  no  body  in  £ngland»:^ 
that  had  any  thing  to  lofe,  whOi 
wifhed  for  a  revolution.  That^^ 
if  we  looked  abroad,  it  appear- 
ed, that  by  the  happy  iuflaence. 
of  his  majefly's  Wife  counfels^ 
and  the  good  alliances,  that  had 
been  entered  into  and  concerted^ 
all  Europe  enjoyed  a  profound, 
peac^  which, in  all  probability, 
would  be  laMng:  But  that^  in 
cafe  of  a  rupture  with  any  neiffh* 
bouringpnnce^  our  fleet,  whicL 
was  certainly  the  moft  nume-* 
rous,  and  the  beft  in  all  Chrif- 
tendom,  would  defend  us  againft 
any  foreign  inva£on  or  infult., 
That  the  pay  of  the  four  thou*- . 
fand  additional  men  amounted 
to  a  good  fum  of  money.   That . 
indeed,  at  another  j  an^^ure,  that 
expence  might  eafily  be  bori^ei 
but  that  in  the  prefent  cir^um* 
fiances,  when  the  nation  u  ixkr 
volved  in  fo  great  a  debt,  and 
groans  under  the  load  of  heavy 
taxes,  this  additional  charge  is 
very  con^erable.     That  hia 
majefty,  in  his  gracious  fpeech 
at  the  opening  of  this  feflion  of . 

par» 
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Geo.  I.  zealous  for  the  redudio^  of  the  army,  which  caufed  the 
3723-24,  duke  of  Argyle  to  fay  in  his  fpeech»'That,  if  he  faw  the 

nadon 

ftrength  of  the  government,  (9 
it  was  prudence  not  to  weaken 
that  ftrength,  becaufe  the  fame 
mijght  uSSSt  pahlic  credit,  which 
being  founded  on  the  fccority 
of  the  government,  ifdiatfeca« 
rity  was  rendered  precarious 
they  would  foon  fee  the  funds 
and  ftocks  fall  10  or  12  per 
cent,  which  would  render  the 
redttdion  of  the  national  debt 
altogether  xmpradicable,  fince 
it  was  impoffiole  to  reduce  that 
debt,  otherwife  than  by  public 
credit.  That  it  was  notorious, 
that,  before  the  laft  angmenta- 
tion  of  regular  forces,  the  go- 
vernment could  not  form  and 
march  a  body  of  three  or  four 
thoufand  men  aeainft  any  fnd- 
den  attempt,  either  at  home,  or 
from  abroad,  without  leaving 
the  king's  perfon,  the  royaJ  fa* 
mily,  the  capital  of  the  king- 
dom, and  the  fortified  places 
expofed ;  and  therefore  thefaid 
augmentation  was  become  abfo- 
latslyneceflTary  to  prevent  thefe 
dangers  and  inconveniendes* 
That  the  number  of  the  troops 
now  on  foot  was  not  fo  great  as 
to  afford  any  juft  ground  of  jea- 
loufy,  fince  the  prefent  forces 
are  much  inferior  to  thofe  the 
crown  had  formerly.  That*  by 
theantientand  Gothic  conftita- 
tion  of  the  government,  the  king 
had  at  his  difpofal  the  militia  of 
the  realm,  which  chiefly  con- 
iifted  in  archers,  who  were  kept 
in  conftant  difcipline  and  exer-^ 
cife,  the  memory  of  which  is 
ftillpreferved,there  being  alrooft 
in  every  village  a  place  callc4 
But-Lane .  That  tfie  invcndon 
of  fire-arms  had  made  a  gita< 

alteration 


jntrliament,  having,  inaoarti- 
cnlar  manner,  recommended  to 
die  houfe  of  commons  the  put- 
ting the  national  debt  in  a  me- 
thod ofbeing  gradually  reduced 
and  paid,  it  was  with  the  great- 
dk  fatisfadion  he  took  notice, 
that  fome  promfs  had  already 
been  made  m  ^at  great  and  im- 
portant undertaking ;  and  that, 
in  order  to  improve  that  good 
beginning,  not  only  the  pay  of 
thefe  additional  forces,  bntalfb 
sdl  other  needlefs  expences 
ought,  in  his  opinion,  to  oe  ap- 
plied to  the  increafe  of  the  fink- 
.ing  fund.'  >His  lordfhip  con- 
cluded, as  he  had  began,  with 
the  moft  eameft  profeffions  of 
ids  fincere  and  intire  affedion 
for  his  majefty's  facred  jperfon 
and  government,  and  ror  his 
royal  family,  on  whofeprofpe- 
rity,  under  God,  abfolutely  de- 
pend both  our  prefent  felicity, 
andtheprefervation  of  our  laws, 
liberties,  properties,  and  holy 
religion. 

ThelordTownfliend  anfwered 
the  lord  Trcyor,and  faid,*That 
he  agreed  with  that  noble  lord 
in  fome  parts  of  his  fpeech,  but 
was  forry  he  differed  from  him 
in  others.  That  he  was  tho- 
roughly perfuaded  of  his  intire 
afife£tion  to  his  majefty's  perfon, 
and  the  prefent  happy  fettle- 
ment;  nor  did  he  m  the  leaft 
,  doubt,  buthefawwithpleafure 
the  progrefs,  that  had  been  al- 
ready made  towards  reducing 
the  national  debt :  But  that,  at 
the  fame  time,  they  ought  to 
confider,  that,  as  the  happy 
tranquillity, we  at  prefentenjoy, 
16  in  fome  meafure  owing  to  the 
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tiation  unanimous  in  opinion,  diat  our  laws  liberdes,  {hto-  Geo^  I« 
pertieS)  and  holy  religion,  intirely  depend  on  the  prefenti723-24f 

happy 


•Iteration  in  the  antient  confti- 
tution ';  aiid>  inftead  of  archdfs, 
the  crown  ndfed  as  many  regu- 
lar troops^  as  were  thought  ne- 
ceflary  upon  any  emergency. 
That  queen  Elizabeth,  who  had 
many  enemies  hoth  at  home  and 
abroad^  conftantly  kept  a  con<* 
fiderable  body  of  troops  in  the 
Netherlaadsy  without  any  con- 
tradidion  from  her  parliaments^ 
and  thereby  maintained  herfelf 
on  the  throne,  and  overcame  all 
her  enemies.     That,  if  king 
Charles  I.  had  (leered  the  fame 
courfe,  he  might,  in  all  proba- 
bility, have  preferved  both  his 
crown  and  his  life,  fince  he  loft 
both  only  for  want  of  a  fufficient ' 
force  to  utpprefs  fkdion,  which 
was  the  principal  foorce  of  all 
the  calamities  and  enormities,in 
which  the  nation  was  afterwards 
involved.  That  upon  the  refto- 
ration  of  king  Charles  II.  they, 
who  at  that  time  had  the  ma- 
naeement  of  affairs,   did. not 
think  it  proper  to  keep  up  a 
great  number  of  regular  troops, 
and  therefore  chofe  to  reftore  to 
the  crown  its  antient  power  over 
the  militia  of  the  kingdom ;  but 
that  there  was  a  fecret  in  that. 
That  king  James  II.  not  truft- 
ing  to  the  militia,  had  an  army 
of  20,000  men,  which  ^would 
have  fecured  him  the  crown, 
had  he  not  given  a  general  dif- 
£aft  to  his  people,  by  violating 
Uie  fundamental  laws,  and  en- 
deavouring to  fubvert  ^he  con- 
flitution  m  church  and  ftate* 
That  in  the  reign  of  king  Wil- 
liam of  gloripus  memory,  when 
fome  leading  men  in  the  parlia- 
ment thought  fit  to  diiband  the 


armvy  after  the  peace  of  Ryf- 
wick,  they  fell  upon  a  pvojeft 
to  fecure  the  government,  which 
v/as.  to  raife  and  difdpline  the 
militia ;  but  that  they  loon  after 
l^fceived  the  nnprofitablenefs 
of  that  fcheme,  the  odlitia  prov- 
ing a  great  burthen  to  the  peo- 
ple, and  of  no  fervice  to  the  go- 
vernment.   That  the  redudion 
of  the  army  had  then  a  double 
illeffed;  for,  on  the  one  handy 
it  obliged  king  William,  and  his 
minifters,  to  enter  into  a  treaty 
of  partition ;  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  very  probably  encou- 
raged France   to    break   that 
treaty,  which  occaiioned  a  fe- 
cond  war,  and  was  the  fource 
of  tWQ  thirds  of  that  heavy  debt,^ 
under  which  the  nation  labouraf 
at  this  day.     That  the  difband-^ 
ing  of  the  army  had  almoft  the 
fame  ill  eiFe£l  in  the  reign  of  the 
late  queen,  having  encouraged 
Lewis  XIV.  to  furnifh  the  pre- 
tender with  a  land-force,  anil 
a  fleet  to  invade  thefe  kingdoms'/ 
That^  if  at  prefent  they  weak- 
ened the  hands  of  .the  govern- 
ment, we  fhould  be  expofed  to 
the  like  infults  and  attempts^' 
That,  if  our  enemies  may  be 
credited  in  an  affair,   in  which 
it  is  their  intereft  to  fpeak  truths. 
they  feemed  confidently  aflured 
ofuiccefs  in  their  deiign  of  over- 
turning tbe  fi^overnment,  pro- 
vided Uiey  had  only  an  afiiftance 
of  three  or  four  thoufand  mea 
from  abroad;  and  that,  con-^ 
fidering  the  method  no>y  pnaC'^ 
tifed  in  embarkation,  how  good, 
and  how  ftrong  foever  our  fleet 
may  be,  it  was  impoflible  to 
hinder  a  foreign  prince,  who 

ibould 


gto  T  H  E   H  I  S  T  O  ft  Y 

^keo.  L  hftppy  Tetttement,  and  on  the  Proteftant  fucceflSoft  m  hU 

1743  24.  majefty's  royal  family,  he  would  readily  give  his  vote  for  re-^ 
I  ducing  the  army.    6ut  he  was  very  much  afraid,  that  fomtf 

people  fo  ilrenuoufly  infifted  oii  the  difbanding  of  the 
additional  troops,  with  no  other  defign  than  to  weaken  the 
government,  and  thereby  have  an  opportunity  of  involving 
their  native  country  in  new  troubles.  And  therefore  thofe 
Doble  lords,  who  had  fpoke  for  the  redudlon  of  the  anny| 
Vrould  do  well,  when  they  went  down  into  their  Xeveral* 
countries,  to  aflUce  the  people,  with  whom,  no  doubt,  dieir 
reafons  would  not.£sul  of.  having  great  .weight,  that  their  ii«» 
belies  and  propertiea  wese  entirdy  Me  under  bismajefty^s 
government/  After  a  long  debate,  the  motion  againft  the 
1724.    idditiorial  troops  was  rejeded,  and  the  bill  pafled,  as  fent  up 

Xnd  of  the  by  the  commons. 

^noi  fcf-  The  bufinefs  of  the  feffion  being  over,  the  king  came  ta 
the  houfe  of  peers  the  24th  of  Aprils  and,  puffing  the  bills^ 
delivered  the  following  fpeeph  by  die  mputh  of  the  chaa- 
cellpr :       ' 

*^  My  lords  and  gentlemefi, 

^^  'T^  H  £  unanimity,  chearfulnefs,  and  diipatch  with 
^  *  Which  you  have  now  finiihed  every  thing  I  recom- 
^  mended  to  you,  at  the  opening  of  this  Icffion,  are  frefh 
^  inftances  of  your  afFedlion  to  my  perfon  and  governmentt 
^  and  cannot  fail  of  contributing,  with  the  bleffing  of  God 
^*  on  our  endeavours,  towards  the  eftabliihment  of  that 
^^  happy  tranquility  we  n9W:  enjoy  both  at  home  and 
^'  abroM. 

^^  Your  continuing  the  like  national  force  by  fea  and  land 
'>  this  year,  as  was  judged  neceflary  by  parliament  for  the 
^  (ervice  of  the  laft,  gives  me  great  fatisfa£tion.  You  have 
*^*  hereby  wifely  provided  againft  the  mifchiefs  from  any  fud- 
*^  den  ihocks  to  public  credit ;  you  have  provided  for  the 
^  fafety  of  the  kingdom,  and  have  enabled  this  nation  to 
^^  hold,  among  the  powers  of  Europe,  tne  rank  and  figure 

fhoald  have  a  mind  to  under-  regular  forces  now  on  foot,  his 

take  it,  to  throw  fuch  a  number  inajefty  and  minifters  have  no- 

#f  men  upon  England.'    His.  thing  in  view  but  the  public 

lordihip  concladed,  *  That  the  fafety  and  fecurity,  and  thereby 

conftant  tenor  of  his  majefty's  to  give  the  people  an  opportu- 

adofiniAradon,  fince  his  happy  nity  to  improve  trade,  and  en- 

acceflion  to  the  throne,  ongnt  courage  induihy,  as  the  only 

to  convince  every  body  that,  means  to  retrieve  their  former 

by  the  continuing  the  number  of  loifes.* 

«  due 
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^^  clue  <to  htt  honour  and  dignity.    Nothing  could  hwe  Seek  Geo.  X 
«^  more  acceptable  to  nie,  than  your  having  been  akle  td    i:724it 

««  make  that  provifion,  without  laying  any  new  or  additions^  ^ 

^  buithens  on  my  people*      - 

^  Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  commons^ 

^^  I  return  you  my  thanks  for  die  care  and  painc  you  have 
^«  taken  tow&rch  augmenting  the  fmkins;  fund,  and  imprO'* 
*^  ving  the  public  revenues,  by  putting  uem  under  a  flridei^ 
^  management.  I  make  jio  doubt,  but  that  the  happy  be« 
V  ginning  yoti'have  made  will  be  attended  with  fu^h  imme-? 
^  aiate  godd  confeqiiences,  as  will  eneourage  you  to  purfue 
<^  di^  iHr^  you  have  now  opened  for  a  gradual  rednfidon  o^ 
t4  the  dlibt,  and  for  putting  the  trade  and  navigation  of 
^  Great«Britain  on '  fuch  a  foot,  as  may  not  only  in  ibme 
^  m^afiir^  difcoufage  the  unjuftifiable  incroachments  thej 
^'labour  under  from  feme  of  our  neighbours,  but  at  the 
^  <aine>dme  extend  her  exportadons  beyond  what  has  been 
♦•  :knQWfl  In  former  ages. 

!**  Mv  1ord$  and  gentlemen,  ^ 

^«  As  the  early  rccefs^  which  your  diligence  and  unani-:  r 
•*  Ihity  ha^'  procured  you,  affords  you  the  opportunity  of  3 .' 
**  Iphgef  retirement. into  .the  icountry,  than  be  bufinefs-bf 
•^'ibrtner  fefliojis  has  ufuallv  allowed  of,  I  affure  myfelf,  that, 
•^  you  will  carry  with  you  tnither  the  fame  zeal  for  the  pub- 
"'  lie  gopd,  with  which  you  have  been  animated  in  parlia- 
**',ment;"^nd  that  you  will  make  it  your  bufmefs  to  difcoun^ 
•*  tcnance  any  remains  there  may  be  yet  left  of  fedition  and 
^  dif^eftioi],  and  to  promote  that  perfejft  harmony  and  con- 
**  fidcnce  between  me  and  my  people,. which  I  mdft  earneftly 
*^  defireVand  on  which  our  mutual  happinefs  Intirely  de-' 
^^pendj^;;! 

•A  little  before  die  end  of  the  feffion,  the  king  had  appoinr 
ted  the  rfU^eof  Newcaftleto  the  fecretary  of  ftate  in  the  room 
of  the  Ior.d  Carteret,  who  was  made  lord  lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land- The  duke  of  Grafton  was  appointed  lord  chamber* 
lain,  tbe  lard. Falmouth  and  Mr.  Edgecombe  vice-treafurcrs 
of  rrcland,  Mr.  Yonge  coramiffioner  of  the  treafury,  antf- 
Mr.Pelham  fecretary  at  war.  Sir  Robert  Raymond  being 
made  a  judge  of  the  King's-Bench,  Sir  Philip  York  fucceeded 
liipi  as  attorney-general.    And  Sir  Clement  Wearg  was  made 

fol- 
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•Geo.  I.  follicitor-gicneral.   About  tbe  middle  of  Mzj^  Hon^  Wd*- 

^  1 724*    P^l^  ^"^<  appointed  ambailador  extraordinary  at  the  court  of 

f      •      II  France* 

On  the  1 6th  of  May  th^  king  fent  the  foUowing  circular 
letter  to  the  univerfities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge :  ^  We 
beine  greatly  defirous  to  favour  and  encourage  tliofe  ancitnt 

^  *  and  laudable  nurferies  of  piety  and  learning,  and  to  enable 

them  more  eiFedually  to  anfwer  the  end  of  their  inftitutioiiy 
by  fen^iing  forth  conftant  fupplies  of  learned  and  able  men, 
to  ferve  the  public  both  in  church  and  ftate  j  and  hafing  ob- 
fenred;  that  no  encouragement  or  provifion  has  hitherto  been 
made  in  either  of  the  univerfities,  for  the  ftudy  of  Modem 
Hiftory,  or  Modern  Languages,  the  knowledge  of  which  if 
highly  neceflary  towards  completely  qualifying  the  youdi 
committed  to  their  care  for  fevend  fWidons  both  in  church 
and  flate,  to  whkh  they  may  be  .called ;  and  havif^  fmoofly 
weighed  the  prejudice,  diat  has  accrued  to  the  uoivecfitiet 
from  this  defed,  perfons  of  foreign  nations  being  often  em- 
ployed in  the  education  and  tuition  of  youth,  both  at  home 
and  in  their  travels,  and  great  numbers  of  the  young 
nobility  and  gentry  being  either  fent  direfUy  abroaa  from 
fchools,  or  taken  awav  from  the  univerfities  betore  the  coiirfe 
of  their  fludies  can  oe  there  compleated,  and  opportunities 

^  frequently  loft  to  the  crown,  of  «Qipk>ying  and  encouraging 

members  of  the  two  univerfities,  by  conferring  on  them  fuch 
Cinplojrments  both  at  home  and  abroad,,  as  neceflarily  requiio 
a  competent  fkill  in  writing  and  fpeakine  the  modem  lan^ 
guages  ;  in  order  therefore  to  remedy  thele  and  the  like  in-* 
cpnveniencies,  we  have  determined  to  appoint  two  perfons  of 
fober  converfation  and  prudent  condu^,  of  the  d^ree  of 
mafter  of  arts,  or  batchelor  of  laws,  or  of  fome  higher  de« 
gree,  in  one  of  the  univerfities,  fkilled  in  modern  hiftory, 
and  in  the  (knowledge  of  modern  languages,  to  be  nominated 
by  us  to  be  our  profeObr  of  modern  hiftory,  one  of  the  uni« 
verfity  of  Cambridge,  and  the  other  for  that  of  Oxford,  who 
Ihall  be  obliged  to  read  ledures  in  the  public  fchools,  at  fuch 
times  as  fhall  hereafter  be  appointed.  And  we  have  further 
determined,  that  each  of  the  profeflbrs  fhall  have  a  fBpendof 
four  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  and  out  of  the  flipendfball 
be  obliged  to  maintain  with  fufEcient  falaries,  in  the  usiver- 
fity  where  he  fhall  be  eftablifhed,  two  perfons  at  leaft,  well 
qualified  to  teach  and  inflru6l  in  writing  and  fpeaking  the 
languages,  which  teachers  fhall  be  under  thedireifUonof  tbe 
profeflbrs  refpe^ively,  and  fhall  be  obliged  to  learn  two  at 
leafl  of  the  languages,  both  the  profeflors  and  tcachen  taking 

efpedai 


•  % 


O  F    E  N  GI-  A  N  D.  513 

•e^peeial  care,  that  the  times 2ind  hours  for  the  inftruSitig  and  Geo,  I 
teachmg^e  fcbolars  be  £0  ordered,  as  not  to  iJiterfere  with     1724.  ' 

thofe  appointed  for  their  academical  fludies;  iivhich  profef*  ■!  i m^ 

lots  and  teachers  fhall  be  obliged,  once  every  year^  to  tranf* 
mit  an-atcelled  account  of  the  progrefs  made  by  each  fcholar 
committed  to  their  care,  to  our  principal  fecf  etaries  of  flate^ 
to  be  laid  before  us,  that  we  jnay  encourage  the  diligence 
and  application  of  fuch  amongA  them,  as  fhall  have  qualified 
^tbemfeives  for  otur  fervice,  by  giving  them  fuitable  employ- 
9nent6  either  at  home  er  abroad,  as  occafiou  (hall  oiFer«' 

The  two  firft  profeffot-s  were  Mr.  Gregory,  of  Chrift- 
"Church,  Oxford ;  and  Mr.  Samuel  Harris,  felk>w  of  Peter 
Uoufe,  Cambridge. 

For  a  farther  encouragement  to  the  txniverfides,  the  king 
ordered  that  his  almoner  fiiould  chufe,  cut  of  the  members 
of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  twenty- four  preachers  to  officiate 
<«4tefnatdy  in  the  chapel  at  White-hall,  with  a  falary  of 
^irty  pounds  a  year  each. 

The  inocudation  of  the  fmall-pox  had  now  begun  to  he;  inoeoUtioa 
pra&ifed  in  England,  and  fucceeded  v^siy  well  with  the  two  of  the 
|>rincefles,  Amelia  and  Carolina,  and  had  the  fame  good  cf-  ^bmU-P^k* 
i£&,  on  prince  Frederick)  the  -duke  of  Bedford,  and  the  lady 
Mary  Ruflel,  his  lifter.    But  others  are  faid  to  fuiFer  under 
ic,  particularly  the  earl  of  Sunderland's  fon,  who  died  in  the 
operation,  upon  which  Dr.  Jurin,  Secretary  to  the  royal  fo- 
«ciety,  publi&ed  a  tceatife^n  favour  of  inoculating. 

TheaiftofMay  died  Robert  Harlcy,  earl  of  OxfonI,  andI>e«Aof 
earl  Mortimer,  whofc  life   and  chara^er  is  given  at  largci  oJ^^ 
hy  the  author  of  the  *  Political  ^tate  {a^^  •  Max* 

Oa«/*»- 

(a)  The  moft  material  parti*  pitched  upMOn  to  foeceed  him  t« 

»eahupsy  befides  what  relates  to  her  favourite  and  prime  mini^ 

his  family  and  circtkoiiUnces,  fter«   fuppoiing  he  would   be 

aseas/oUowi  moft  agreeable  to  the  Whigs, 

from  his  education  among  the 

By  hisftfi^lcottjQnfSion'widi  Diffenters.  Thedukeof  Mail^ 

the  Foleys  and  Wtnnin^ns,  borough  and  t)ie  earl  of  GcnIoI- 

his  relations  and  their  friendt,  phiit'sr  mai^i  defign,  in  advan*^ 

lie  gained  at  laftfach  an  exten*  cinghitn,  was  tofecure^his  iiw 

live  iatereft,  as  to  be  ckofen  t^reft  in  th«  houfe  of  commons^ 

ipeaker  of  the  houfe 'Of  com--  andtlieyfondIyimagmed,'that^    . 

mons.Whenthe  queen  thought  as  to -the  grand  afl^irs,  either 

fit  to  lay  alide  the  carl  of  Not-  he  would  nat  interiAeddle,  ojr 

-.tingham,  principal  fecrets.ry  of  would  blindly  follow  tkeir  di-      « 

ftate,  Mr.  Robert  HarJiY  was  redions^;  but  they  foon  after 

Vol.  XIX.  K  k  fouridp 
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Death  of 
Z)r*  Sache- 
vcrel. 

King  Phi- 
lift  abdica 

tiua« 


On  Ac  25th  of  June  died  Dr.  Henry  Sachcverrf.  Thoiig\l 
he  had  taken  the  oaths  to  the  government,  his  will  (hewed 
he  perfevcred  to  the  end  in  the  (ame  fenttments,  for  ^inyon^ 
his  legacies,  he  left  five  hundred  pounds  to  the  late  bifbop  of 
Rochcftcr.  It  does  not  appear,  that  he  was  any  way  con- 
cerned in  the  plot. 

As  to  foreign  affairs,  one  of  the  ntoft  remarkable  c\'ent^ 
this  year,  was  the  abdication  of  Philip  V,  king  of  Spain. 
Having  talcen  the  refolution  to  renounce  his  crown,  and  re- 
tire with  the  queen  to  the  monaftery  of  St.  Idefonfo,  he  Tent 


* 


fomtdv  that  a  peMTon  tyf  hk  am*- 
bitious  fpirit  would  not  be  con- 
^enteil  to  aAan  under  paxt. 

They,  who  extol  his  Ubera- 
Kty  and  manificeoce  to  learned 
men,  are  no  more  to  be  depen- 
ded ^pon,  than  when  they  tell 
Us»  that  he  difcbarged  the  office 
of  fecretary  to  king  Wtlliani» 
With  ^eat  addrefs';  for,  as  it  is 
eertasn  on  the  one  hand,  that  he 
jicver  ftrved  ^kiBj^  WilHaM  in 
ihat  capacity,  it  is  no  lefs  true 
es(  theother  iikod,  that  theonly 
pcrfQIi,  on  whom  he  bellowed 
any  public  mark  of  favour,  was 
D|:«  Jonathan  Swift,  the  famous 
author  of  the  *  Tale  of  a  Tub,* 
whom  he  employed,  with  fome 
other  obfcure  writers^  to  banter 
•ud  ridicule  all  that  oppofed  his 
meafaxes.  He  was  the  reverie 
•f  htspfede^flbriatiie  tteafttrjc^ 
theearlof  Godolphin*  wJh)  ne» 
y^  keptfuitorsunprofit^bly  in 
jfu^nce,  not  promifed  any 
thing  that  he  was  not  refolveq 
to  perform*  The  earl  of  Ox- 
foitl,  OA  the  contrary,  kept 
them,  who  had  any  pietenfions* 
in  perpetual  depeadaBce,  by 
feeding  them  with  hq»es.  This 
maxim  he  ^rU!dftd  in  a  moil 
^arbarott^  manner^  with  Mr. 
ilowe,  author  of  the  ttagedy  of 
Tamerlane :   the  ftory  Is  too 


Weil  knO<fh  to  be  repeated; 
They  who  commend  him  ki 
being  a  kind  friend,  and  a  geae- 
rotts  eacmy^  have  forgot  with 
what  an  uarelentimg  fury  he 
purfaed  his  bcne&Aor,  the  im* 
mortal  duke  of  Marlborough» 
ai^  Mr.  Stephens,  the  miniilcr, 
whom  he  caufed  to  be  profecu* 
led  to  the  piiloiy,  and  that  ig- 
nominiouls  panimonent  was  not 
remitted,  till  he  was  brought  to 
the  place'  of  execution.  His 
prodigiotis  rife  and  greamefir 
was  iaore  owing  to  his  cunaiog 
in  finding  out  me  weakaeiTes  of 
thofe  he  had  to  deal  with,  than 
to  his  own  bright  parts.  For  ho 
neither  was  maker  of  eJoqnence 
infpe<ich>  nor  of  ftile  in  writing) 
but  in  both  posaled  and  intri-* 
cate  :  His  conftant  deiign  be« 
ihg  to'  difeover  other  jitctp^s 
thou£hts«  and  conteiil  his  owm 
JBut  he  had  at  iaft  the  fstti 
which  all  ambidexters  defervc» 
to  be  diftnifted  anddiiregarded 
by  all  parties;  of  whtdihe  was 
fo  fenfiblci  that,  fer  ieveral 
^rears  before  his  death,  he  fel* 
4hmi*came  to  parliament,  but 
]i\*ed  in  a  country  rettremest, 
endeavouring  to  drowa  his  me-* 
lancholy  thoi^ts  in  wine^ 
whidi  at  hit  dosExd  his  fpiiitsi 
andcertainly  abridged  his  life- 

from 


p-F,   ^J^pLAljp.  its 

3|rpm  l^ience,  the  1.5th  V  January  x  723-4^9 '  tbe  jonitgiais  G6ori» 
^^  GriQialdo,  prmc^kt  feci-etary  of  ftate,  wirfi  a  packet  foip  -ij^^  ' 
^C  pripc^  of  Afturias,  his  fop,  who,  the  day  fccfore,  rctiir-,  •  ^mfm 
fiCf}  from,  St.  Ildefonfo  to  the  Efcurial.  The  ttiarqijis  arrmng  *  -**^ 
tt^re^t  and  having  acquainted  the  prince  >ylth  his  tncflage,  his 
iiigboprs  fiioi  for  the  infamies  to  come  to  his  apartment^  ^nd 

iJfo  order^4^H<^  S'^^^(  ^c  ^'^9^^^^9  the  marquis  de  ValeroJ 

the  d^ke  de  San  Pedro,  the  count  de  Salaxar,  the  marquis 

^e  Ma^ney^'*  the  count  de  Safateli,  and  the  prior  qT  San  Lof 

»n%Q^  jp  ^\^^^  there,  and  be  witnefle^'of  what  ftouldpa^ 

tS? 

J  lis  faiHe^'$  renuncutipn  of  the  crown,  accompanied  with  i 
^Xt%V  9f  ad  wee  tp  dired  the  nevy  Icing^  <:(>ndu5l.     The  rc- 
ijuncifii^n  ^as^  if  Co  (pit  to  the  prefident  of  fh'e  cofuncil  of 

Caftiie,  an<l  P^d^F"^  ^9  IN?  'R"^^^^^  ^f??"^^??!^  ^^^  ^ll!0* 
^om  X^)'  ^P^-^  ^^'^  ^  wasfefblYeJ  in  theooiincil  cfCaiSu^^ 
^at  kiogLewisn^l^ht  immed  take  t{ke  govemm^ilt  lipo^ 
^im  wjmd^^  au^^^  tHcCofte^,'  as  having  been  alrekd? 
iwbm  to  aiid  ackaowleage^  priAce  of  Spain.  The  pennoiii 
l^hi^h  ^tlyir  Pat^olic  n^ajcfties  referved  to  tljcAifelves,  \^ 
f!i^o}\t  'lO(XfiCp  pifiol:^*  atid  they  like  Wife'  re^rvcd  about 
^5,9.09  Y(^r  ^a^  of  the  fn&s.  '     ' J^^; 

The 

(b)  The  rennndation  was  as    moor  t)f  Aefald  prince  Boik 
fblloi^:  Z^wisy  my  eldeft.Jbn;  anH  4» 


be  thefe  Ibnr  years  cmi*  retire  with  che  ^aaca,  in.  wBom 

Cdet^dw&h  diierefliaion,  and  2  ha^pe  ftnmd  a'  ratdy.  <ifli%ka& 

Aitarcly,  the  s^ilbrMs  of  th»  tiqt  aad  yo)9|^|^.  j^clj^^pffp 

fi&^  thcosgh  ^  Mtmu^Sy  tq  accpifipaOT  ,ne  to  tbi^'phntp 

J9P^$,  i^nd.troaUe^,  with^l^ich  and  feat  of  %.  JtIdc^Qiup»  he^ 

jG9d  b^  l^.f  luffed  tp  yiilt pe  to  ferve  Gp4»  ,^iifengfffed  from 

4vwi^^^^'*V*'?*'^X^*'^*^'^  allbther^cares^  to  medlts^tc  on 

iny  mgn;  and  Jiavinglikewire  death,  an4  tQ  ^eek'  my  felvat. 

coaddered,  that  my  eldeft  Gm  tioa.    This  I  comntinicate  lb 

Don  Lei^isy  fworn  priace  of  the  council  for  their  informa- 

$pain,  is  cf  faficienc  age.  Is  doa,  io  l>e  nbtiAed  |;o  the  ]m« 

ttiarried,    apd    hstt  capacity,  per  perfims,  tl^  my  reibhttioii 

jodgiQent,  and  the  qualities  it  may  be  made  jdnown  to  alL 

for  toling  and  governiug  juftly  His  letter  to  his  iop  was  le* 

and  happily  this  monaithy ;  I  markabl^  i^^n^tr  for  ftile  nor 


Kaire  determined  abiblotely  |o  ientitn^nts  :  '^Amvhgft  his  <in« 
qmt  the  poiTeffcn  and  admim-  Anidkns,  he  fays :  *  FreierTe 
mation  of  it,  renouncing  tjie  evei'  a  gteJu^r-devmion  to  tie 
lame,,  with  all  its  dominions,  mofthojy  ^XTgiiiyaiodptitynar- 
kingdaiiks,  and  lordihips,  in  fa*     kitf  aswiA  ^^^faktLkng/^txm, 

K  k  a  und^ 


r,6  .T:ttE    ttllSTbR^i^ 

GLoour  I.  1  '^be  king  jof  France,  at  the  perfuaiion  of  the  bifliop  or 
^^  Frcjus,-  and  contrary  to  the  fentiments  of  the  duke  of  Bour- 
bon,  publiihed  a  fevere  cd'iSt  this  year  agaiuft*  his  Proteftant 

Perfecution  fubjecls  :  Whocver  performed  any  exercife  of  the  reformed^ 

in  France,  religion,  if  a  mail,  was  to  be  fent  to  the  gallics  j  if  a  woman,, 
to  be  (hayed^  and  confined  where  the  judges  thought  fit: 
The  Proteftant  preachers  to  be  put  to  death  ;  and  thofe  who 
^ad  any  communication  dire6Uy  or  indire<£l!y  with  fuch  mini- 
fters,  condemned  to  the  gallies  ;  /To  give  their  children  fo-^ 
reign  education,  to  be  punifhed  with  a  fine  of  6000  livres  r 
The  memory  of  thofe,  ?vho  died  in  the  profeffion  of  the  Pro* 
teilarit  religion,  to  be  profecuted:  All  concealed  Proteftants, 
who  diiTuaded  fick  perfons  from  dying  Catholics,  to  be 
{ent  to^he  gallies,  if  men,  and  if  women,  as  before :  To 
confent,  that  children  (hould  marry  abroad  without  licence, 
to  be  punifhed  with  the  galHes ,  and  baptifm  and  fcbooling 
were  forbidden  tq  Protetlants,  under  the  like  pains'  and  pe- 
nalties. To  put  a  flop  to  thefe  fe verities,  Mr.  Hbiace  Wal- 
pole  had  orders  to  follicit  the  French  court  in  behalf  of  the 
Proteftants;  but, he  could  obtain  no  other  anrwefn' than  that 
*  the  king's  edids  muft  be  obeyed.'   .  * 

1  However,  the  court  of  France  declared,  thai  the  edift 
againft  the  ProteHants  fhould  not  afFe£t  the  iiriiabitants  of 
^Ufttia,  their  religious  rights  being  founded  on  treaties  cf 
peace.  This  was  done  to  prevent  the  Alfatians,  terrified 
jwitb  this edift^.fcom putting  themfelves  under  the  protedioo 
<if  Gtrms^y*  ■ 
and  at        j    The  Proteilants  at  Thor^,  in  roy«l  Pruffia;.  belonging  to 

Tbottu  Poland,' were  Ukewtfe  treated  with  great  cruelty^  on  account 
of  a  pretended  riot  in  July,  which  was  <«ally  liegon  by  aftu* 
^ent  of  the  Jeftilts  College,  and  for  which,  the  prefidentand 
Vice-prefident  of  that  city,  with  thirteen  others,  were  con- 
idemned  to  be  1)eheaded,  and  others  quartered  and  burnt,  and 
^the  Proteftanl  coimfcllors  at  Thorn  to  be  removed  from  the 
^magift^acy,  and  Papifts  put  in  their  placets  ^nd  the  church 

'tiiiderher|>tote^iQn»feeingyou  bulwark  of  the  faith,  and  to 

icanrioty  by  any  other  means,  which  it  owes  its  prefervaticnia 

better  obtaiawnatiBay  be  need-  all  its  purity  in  the  dozninioas 

•fvil  for  youy  and  for  them.     Be  •  of  Spam ;  10  that  the  hcrefies 

-zahvays  as  you  oti|^t»  4>bedient  ;  whicn  have  afflided  the  ether 

•to  'tne  holy  fee,,  and  tp  the  parts  of  Chriftendom,  and  pro- 

r  pope, ,  as  the  ^  vic9x  of  Jefus  .  duced  fach  horrid  and  depfoca- 

sChrii^.  Frotedbaad^defend  ever  ble  ra.vages  in  them,  could  lie- 

•nhetribiiDaloftheiholy  inquiii-  ,  ver'beableto  get  footing  herCi' 

,<iim«.  wJufikipfiribecaU^dlte  .;./..                    ^     , 

%•-'-■  ^v*  **  'of 


of  St.  Mary  to  6c  taken  from  the  Protcftanfs;.  afld  givpn^to  Geo.  J. 
flic Fr^ancifcan  friars.  Mr.  TInch,  the Britifli minifler  at Diif-    •  1724.'^ 
den,  had  orders  to  go  to^-PoJand,  and  infift  upon'fat&fa^on 
for  the  Proteftants  of  Thorn,  and  'other  pTaces'  in  thai?  ktng*'* 
doin,  opprcfled  by  the'  Paojfta;  but  the  Pote»  coiild  not  be 
prevailed  upon  to  do  the  rroteftants'juftice  ^e^.' 


'         .M 


(c)  The  a/Fair.^  Thorn  was 
thus:  On  the  x6thof  July,  the 
ordinary  proceffion  at  Thorn 
being  arrived  at  St.  James's 
church-yatd,  a  great  number 
of  the  citizens  children  reforted 
thither  to  k^  it,  with  their  hats 
%inder  their  arms,  accordiogto 
cuftom ;  -but  a  ftudent  of  the  Je- 
fuits  College,  notfatisfied  with 
th^t  markof  civility  and  rcfpedl, 
would  needs  have  them  kneel 
down,  and  ^ave  them  bad  lan« 

fuage  and  blows.     About  two 
ours  after  the  procefilon  was 
over,  this  fame  fludent,  with 
fome  of  his  comradesi  infulted 
feveral  young  people,  without 
the  leaft  provocation  on  their 
part;  but,  in  the  end,  this  trou- 
Dlefome  young  fellowwas  feized 
by  the  foldiers  of  the  garrifon, 
and  brought  to  the  guard,  after 
he  had  wounded  feveral  citiaens 
with  ftoncs.   Next  day  the  Je- 
jbits  ftudents  got  together  again; 
and  meeting  one  of  the  citizens, 
whom  they  had^abafed  the  day 
before,  they  would  oblige  him 
to  get  their  comrade  fet  at  li- 
berty $  but  the  citizen  had.  the 
food  fortune  to  get  out  of  their 
and&,  and  ran  to  his  own  houft 
forfafety,  whither  they  purfoed 
him  fword  in  hand.     In  the 
mean  time  the  preiident  of  the 
city  had  given  order  for  fet  ting 
him  at  liberty,  atthcTequeft  oF 
there^orof the  lefuits  College, 
but,  another  ftudent  being  libr  n 
wife  carried  to  the  guard-room, 
L  K 


.  hb  comrades  would  oblige  th^^ 

prefideht  to  let  hinvaf  kberty 

"  alfd,  which  he  refoied  to  do*.' 

.  till  ihe  iiad  (poke;ta  tbe redorj« 

Upon  this  the  Jefuits  Undents 

.-ran-  fbrioufly  to  the  guard  ropm 

to  refcue  tneir  comrade,   but, 

,  being  repulfed,  they  thought  tc^ 
revenge  themfelves  upon  k 
towniman,  whom  dieypurfiietf 
with  drawn  fworils  to  the  Bur- 
grave's  houfe,  w'here '  he  took? 
Sielter.  Then>they  attacked  U 
Lutheran  ftudent,  who  was-iii» 
his  night*gowQ  at  the  dooroS 
his  lodgings.  They  dragged 
him  by  the  hair  as  far  as.  theiij 
Own  college,  threw  him  into 
the  canal,  and  beat  him  unmer- 
ciftilly;  which  .Being  done) 
they  allied  again  intothecft)** 

'  and  wounded    feveral  people 

with  their*fabnes,'  who. were cdi 

ming  to  thcj  ^ftftance  of^h« 

Lutheran   fludent.      But,   the 

pr^fidenthavingfent  thither'the 

town-guard,  they  were  obligcg 

to  betake  themfelves  to  their 

college,  where  they  kept  the 

Lutheran  fludent,  till  the  Jefuits 

iludent  was  £rfl  fet  at  liberty*. 

While  this  exchange  was  ma^ 

king,  fome  of  the  trained  b'and]$ 

ofine  tpwn  we?e  ordered  to  pojj 

.thjjinfelves .  befare  the  Jefult*^ 

College,,  to proted  them  froui 

the  enraged  populace.  But,  the 

iludents  throwingflonesat  them, 

.and   firing  upon  them,  h  \va3 

jiot  poiiibie  to  reftrain  the  pea- 
|tJ|e,^^hQ  forced  open  the  gatq. 

k  ^  "  and 


I 


,    ♦ 


Geo,  t*     Aktbi  «f|tliufiaftical  IcytWtrf.fofc  in  the  wti!  df  Scbtlah<i^ 
ij'i^t    wbo^  unocr  pifetenceof  eftabliihihg  cc^iiality  among  Chrif^ 
«ii»»,.^,  tiaai^  pulled  down,  inclofures,  z^i  commnted  great  ravage* 
Ombdo*     and  depredations.  But,  tbe  r^al  ri^imcnt  ol'  5cot»  ftizilceri 
^^  >»      being  ordered  to  march  againft  tb^m,  abovt'the  tatter  end  hf 
*^'""'*     Tune,  and  thrc^  other  regiihehls  *of  fi>ot  landing  at  Gal- 
loway at  the  fame  time,  they  foon  fapprefied  thoie  difor* 

Tbitbir4  '^^  pitfliaineat  met  ag^iin  the  Z2t&  of  November^  when 
UB9n9fdm  Us  mtj^  made  tfae  following  fpeecb  to  both  houfes  by  cbc 
ff'^  ^:  mou±  of  tbe  lordKrbancellor ; 

liMMBtW 

^*  My  IbiA  ^d  gcntlemeby 

^^  t  A  M  periuadcd  you  fbdre  With  me  in  tbcr  rafisfadTon  I 
««  ^  feel  at  tbe  profperous  ficuation  of  affairs  :  Peace 
^  with  all  powers  abroad ;  and  at  home  p^rfeS  tranquility. 
^  plenty^  and  an  uninterrupted  enjoyment  of  all  civil  and 
^'religious  rights,  are  moft  diftinguiining  marks  of  tbe  fiu 
^  vour  and  proteSion  of  the  divine  providence ;  And  thefe^ 
^*  with  ^  their  ba)»py  confequcnces^  will,  I  doubt  not,  by 
^^  die  bleffing  of  God  upon  our  joint  endeavours,  be  long 
••  continued  to  tny  people. 

*<  The  fame  |)rovifion  by  fea  and  land,  for  the  defence 
*<  and  iafety  of  the  nation,  will  continue  to  make  us  refpecs> 
^^  ted  abroad,  and  confequently  fecure  at  home.  The  fame 
^  attention  to  tbe  iiDprovrment  of  tbe  public  revenues,  and 
^  to  tbe  eafeand  eiicouragement  of  trade  and  nav^tion, 
^  will  eftablifli  credit  upon  die  ftrongeft  bafis,  and  nufe  fiich 

tndweredoingwbattheyeoUld  tachmeat  of  tbe  garriiiaiaBd 

to  revenue  the  cruelty  of  thie  Te*  vained.bands  came  to  tbe  Jer 

,jtidts  ftudetitSy  when,  in  that  fuits  affiftaace,  and  difpexilBd 

Very  inftant,  the  town^derfc, .  thejpeople. 
.Who  had  got  the  Lutheran  re-        The  tdoody  deciee  (notwitb* 

leafed,  came  and  obliged  them  ftandittdtexntei^pofitioaoffe- 

Id  retire.    The  riot  was  then  renl  Pvoieteit  priaoes  aod 

thought  to  be  over,  bat  the  Aatw)  was  put  in  execution^ 

jraarasy  thatwere  poiled  before  only  die  yice^prefideut  was  ro* 

ue  college,  wex^  fcarce  march-  tprieved.    As  inanv  were  exoiu 

ed  oSp  when  the  Jefnits  ftudents  oitantly  fined,  with  the  moaeir 

from  within  fired  again,  and  arifin^tiom  thence,  a  ftonepif- 

threw  ftones  at  the  people,  who  lar  with  tbe  virgin  Mary's  Aa*- 

agaiil  forcedojpen  thegate^pltin*  tute  was  erefied  wbercbcr  pic- 

dered  the  college,  and  commit  twe  was  burnt, 
ted  great  dilbrders,  dll  a  de- 
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^  a  fptrit  of  iiKlifftiy,  as  wUi  not  only  enable  us  gradiiallyto  Qeo.  h^ 
««  difchirge  tbe  nalional  debt»  but  wiU  likewife  gfP^ly  iii'r     1^:44^ 
^^  creafe   the  wealth,  power,   aad  iu|luexifie  of  this  kii^* 

••  dOHl. 

^«  Gentlemea  of  the  houfe  of  commons^ 

*'•!  hare  ordered  the  proper  <^ef  s  to  prepaiie  and  lay  be- 
**  fore  you,  cftimates  of  the  expence:^  for  the  fervice  of  the 
^  enfuiag  year;  and,  as  they  do  not  exceed  what  has  beep 
^^  found  by  experience  to  be  abiblutely  neceflary  for  the  fc« 
^'  curity  of  the  kingdom,  I  make  no  queilioii^  but  I  ibsU 
^^  have  yottr  ready  concurrence  in  raifing  thf  iupplies  in  fttC^ 
^  manner,  as  ihall  be  moft  eafy  to  my  people* 

^'  There  is  one  thing,  that  X  cannot  but  mention  to  you, 
«(  as  deferving  your  particular  confideration.  |c  is  too  pa*. 
^^  njfeft,  that  the  funds  eftabliflied  for  thefiniQiing  the  works 
^^  at  Greenwich  hoijpilal,  and  providing  for  ^  Ofonpete^t 
^  number  of  feamen  there,  cannot,  in  tiqjie  of  peace,  be 
*•*  fufficient  to  anfwer  the  expcnces  of  this  great  and  necefiary 
^ .  work.  Ic  is  therefore  very  much  to  be  wiihcd,  that  iboye 
*^  method  ^ould  be  found  out  to  make  a  farther  provifion  for 
^'  a  comfortable  fupport  lo  our  feamen  t  worn  out  in  tne 
^  fervice  of  their  country,  and  labouring  under  old  ap  wd 
♦*  infirmities. 


€< 


My  lords  and  gentlemen. 


^<  You  muft  all  be  fenfible  how  much  our  pre&nt  happi* 
*'  ne6  is  owing  to  your  union  and  fieady  coodu£t^  It 
^  is  therefore  wholly  unneceilary  to  recommend  to  you 
**  unanimity  and  difpatch  in  all  your  deliberations*  T|ie 
^<  zeal  and  abilities  you  have  on  all  pccafions  ihewn  in  fup- 
«<  porting  the  intereft  of  your  country,  even  undei^  the 
*(  greateft  difficulties,  leave  me  no  room  to  doubt  of  my 
*<  having. your  intire  and  effe^ual  concurrence  in  every 
^«  thing,  that  can  tend  to  the  fervice  of  the  public?  and  to 
**  the  good  of  my  people/' 

After  the  addrefles  of  thanks  from  both  houfes,  the  com-  Deba'eon 

.   mons  proceeded  upon,  the  fupplles  for  the  next  year.     This  tbc  am^. 

'    brought  on  a  debate  about  the  land-forces,  particularly  the 

/*  addiaoaal^fo^r  thoufand  men^  but  at  length  it  was  voted, 

>'  'tkat  the  number  fhould  be  as  the  laft  year  18,264  efFedlive 

mem  and  the  fum  of  6iA>4^^^'  ^7^*  8d.  was  granted  for 

K  k  4  their 


gto  tn'^  a  IS  TOR  r 

Geo.  I.  th^ir  maintenance.     For  raifing  this  and  other  fupplies;. 
1724.    two.  fiiillings  in  the  pound  on  lands  and  the  malt-tax  were 

f    '1   '■  voted.  • 

Great  part  of  this  feiEon  was  taken  up  in  the  trial  of  the 

^fi^fttt  ^*^'  °^  Macclesfield,  and  the  repeal  of  the  late  lord  Boling^ 

iAchsQcerj.broke's  attainder.     There  had  been  for  fome  time  a  mur- 
muring againft  the  infuiHciency  of  the  mafters  in  chancery 
to  anfwer  the  great  Turns  lodged  in  their  hands  by  the  faitors 
in  that  court ;    and  it  was  (uipcStcdy  that  the  large  fumsy 
which  they  paid  for  admiffion  inte^  their  places,  made  their 
way  more  eafy  than  it  ought  to  have  been,  and  very  much 
kuened  the  inquiry  into  their  qualifications..    This  abufe  had 
indeed  been  lon^  growing  up  to  this  degree  V  and  there  was 
fcarce  any  thing  bought  and  fold  more  freely  and  openly  than 
'  a  mafter    in  chancery's    pkce.     The  fuitors   mooey^   for 
which  the  mafiers  paid  no  intereft,  brought  them  ia  gre^t 
intereft  from  the  funds;  and,  the  profits  of  the  place  being 
confequentiy  doubled  or  trebled  to  what  they  had  been  be-« 
fore,  there  was  fuch  an  opportunity  to  inrich  themfelves  by 
the  advantages  they  made  of  the  money  they  had   in  their 
hands,  that  it  is  not  furprizing,  that  the  lord^keepers  and 
lord-chancellor  doubled   and   trebled  the  price,  which   the 
mafters  were  to  pay  for  admittance.     But  the  comptainta 
'  againfl  this  pradice  growing  ftrong  and  public,  and  the  lord 
chancellor  Macclesheld  finding  it  impracticable  for  him  t^. 
put  a  ftop  to  thofe  complaints,  or  keep  the  great  feal  under 
them,  he  refigned  it  the  beginning  of  January  172 4-5;  and 
it  was  committed  to  the  cuftody  of  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyl),  mailer 
•  ©f  the  rolls ;  Sir  Jeffery  Gilbert,  and  Sir  Robert  Raymond  i 
who  having  in  council   taken  the  oath   as  lords  commti^ 
fioners  of  the  great  feal,    the  king   faid  to  them  as  fol* 
lows: 

^  I  have  had  fuch  experience  of  your  integri^  and  ability,i 
that  it  is  with  pleafure  I  now  put  the  great  (eal  into  your 
hands.  You  are  fully  informed  of  the  ftate  of  the  accounts 
of  the  mafters  in  chancery.  I  earneftly  recommend  to  you 
the  taking  efFedlual  care,  that  intire  fatisfadion  be  made  to 
the  fuitors  of  the  court ;  and  that  they  be  not  expofed  to  any 
dangers  for  the  future ;  and  I  have  fuch  confidence  in  the 
faithful  difcharge  of  the  truft  I  now  repofe  in  you,  that  I  am  j 
perfuaded  you  Will  look  narrowly  to  the  behaviour  of  all  the  I 
ciEcers  under  your  jurifdifltony  and  will  fee,  that  they  aA 

with 


O  F    E  N  G  L  A  N  D  '5^ 

^th  the  ftriAcft  regard  to  juftice,  and  to  the  eafe  of  my  .Geo.  L 

On  the  9th  of  February,  Mr.  Comptroller  delivered  the 
lollowing  meflage  to  the  houfe  of  commoos: 

<  George  R. 

His  majefty  haTtng  reafon  to  apprehend,  that  the  fu?ton 
of  the  court  of  chancery  were  in  danger  of  lofing  a  confidc*- 
xaWe  fum  of  money  from  the  infufficiency  of  fome  of  the 
mafters,  thought  himfelf  obliged,  in  juftice  and  compaffioh 
to  the  faid  fuitors,  to  take  the  moft  fpeedyand  proper  method 
the  law  would  allow,  for  inquiring  into  the  ftate  of  the 
mafters  accounts,  and  fecuring  their  efFefls  for  the  benefit  of 
the  fuitors  :  And  his  majefty,  having  bad  feveral  reports  laid 
before  him  in  purfuance  of  the  d'tre^lioh  he  had  given,  hsCs 
ordered  the  reports  to  be  communicated  to  the  houfe,  that 
they  may  have  as  full  and  as  perfe6^  a  view  of  this  important 
affair,  as  the  ihortnefs  of  the  time,  and  the  circumftances 
and  nature  of  the  proceedings,  would  admit  of.' 

Thefe  reports,  and  the  papers  referred  to  in  them,  being 
taken  into  confideration  by  the  commons.  Sir  George  Oxeri* 
den  rofe  up,  and  faid,  '  That  it  manifeftly  appeared  by 
thefe  reports,  which  after  theftrideft  enquiry,  and  upon  the 
matureft  deliberation,  had  been  drawn  up  by  perfbns  of  the 
greateft  weight  and  authority  for  their  abilities,  experience, 
high  ftations,  and  integrity,  that  enormous  abufes  had  crept 
into  the  high-court  of  chancery,  chiefly  occ^fioned  by  the 
inagiftrate,  who  was  at  the  head  of  that  court,  and  whofe 
duty  confequently  it  was  to  prevent  the  fame.  That  the 
crimes  and  mifdemeanors  of  the  late  lord  chancellor  were 
many,  and  of  various  natures,  but  might  be  reduced  to  thefe 
three  heads:  i.  That  he  had  taken  into  his  ovi^n  hands 
the  effaces  and  effeds  of  many  widows,  orphans  and  luna- 
tics, and  either  had  difpofed  of  part  of  them  arbitrarily  to 
his  own  profit,  or  connived  at  the  offices  under  him,  ma- 
king advantages  of  the  fame.  a.  That  he  had  raifed  to  an 
exorbitant  price  the  offices  and  places  of  the  mafters  in 
chancery,  and^  in  order  to>  enable  them  to  pay  him  thofe 
high  prices  and  gratuities  for  their  admiffion,  had-  tnifted  :in 
their  hands  large  funis  of  money  belonging  to  foitors  in 
Chancery*  3.  That  in  feveral  cafes  he  had  made  divers  rr- 
regular  orders.    So  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  firft  4o:iagiftrate 

in 
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Geo.  I.  Bt  tfie  ktngdoiki  was  fisdleo  from  ite  height  of  the  d&giihia 
Mj2^     suid  honours,  to  which  he  had  been  raifed  by  the  kxaa^ 
royal  bounty  and  favours,  to  the  depth  of  infamy  and  dlt 

{race*     Aim   therefore  be  ftibved,   that  Thomaa  cart  of 
lacclesfield  b^  imj^ached  of  high  crivies  and  mUcmor 
noTU*    This  motion  was  feconded  by  Mr.  Strickland,  and 
fupported  by  Mr.  Doddington,  one  of  the  torda  of  tlie  Trca- 
fury,  who  niled  not  to  aggravate  the  earl's  mifdemeanors^ 
«4lid^  they  faid,  were  of  the  greateft  and  moft  dangerous 
fioitfequence,  fince  moft  of  the  eftates  in  England,  once  in 
thirty  years,  pafs  through  the  court  of  chancery.  Mr.  Pul- 
teneyi  who  fpoke  next,  faid,  ^  That  it  was   far  from  his 
thoi^ts  to  endeavour  tp  abate  the  juft  refentment,  which 
the  gentlemen,  who  fpoke  laft,  ihewed   againft  the  great 
mbofiet,  that  had  been  committed  in  the  court  of  chanceij : 
But  that,  in  his  opinion,  they  went  a  little  too  faft  in  h 
weighty  and  important  an  affiiir,  by  which   means  ttaj 
might  lofe  the  very  end  they  aimed  at,  the  effedual  puniih- 
ing  the  perfon,  by  whofe  negleft  at  leaft,  tho(e  abufes  hsd 
Wen  committed.    That  whatever  deference  they  ought  to 
pay,  on  this  occafion,  to  the  capacity,  experience,  int^rify 
and  authority  of  the  peribns,  who  had  drawn  up  the  reports, 
that  had  been  l^d  befoxv  them,  yet  it  tittle  became  the  d^ni- 
ty,  fttid  was  even  derogatory  to  the  prerogative  of  tbatbotde, 
which  is  the  grand  iiiqi^ft  of  the  nation,  to  found  on  ia- 
jieaehment  upon  thofe  reports,  without  a  previous  inqui^  tad 
examination'  into  the  prooh  that  were  to  fupport  it.    A^ 
dmrefore  he  moved,  that  this  a£ur  might  be  referred  to  the 
conGderation  of  a  fele£l  committee.*  •  Sir  William  W}n4- 
liam  urged,  ^  That,  bv  proceeding  by  way  of  impeschnent 
upon  reports  laid  before  them  from  above,  the  comaoos 
would  make  a  dangerous  precedent,  and  feem  to  give  up  the 
noft  valuable  of  their  privileges,  the  inqueft  after  fiaie-cii- 
nrinak.'    Thefe  reaifons  had  great  weight  with  feveral  mcfli- 
%ers,  particularly  on  Sir  Wilfred  Lawfon  and  Sir  Tbomss 
Pengelly,  who  uipported  Mr.  Pulteaey's  motion,    fior,  Mr. 
Yonge  Md  Sir  Clement  Weatg  having  Anfweced  tbofe  ob- 
je&ions,  the  queftion  was  put,  and  it  was  pairied  b/  a  flah- 
josity  of  273  again(^  164,  That  I'boroai  ^earl  of  macdes- 
£dd  iboulu  be  impeached  of  high  crimes  aad  miidemeanov; 

and  Sir  George  Oxjeaden  waa  ordered  to  go  up  to  die  lords, 
and  at  their  bar  to  itepeach  him  in  the  namb  of  the  hoofe  of 
.comiaons.  This  bein^doae,  a  committee  was  appointed.'to 
^lawdp  Che  articles.    Then  a  bin  was  ordered  to  be  brought 

in,  to  indcmniify  the  tnafters.  in  chancery  from  thg  pcofte^ 


what  confidcratibfr,  ^Act^  6t  ^ttdty  %fcfey  ^iA^  ^r  tfgfedl 
to  pay,  for  the  purchafe  of.  or  for  their  admiiSon  to,  their  re- 
l^earve  cKcts  i  #Mdi  biH  ^t&ftRl  lldtft  ixbUfes,  ftnd  liadthe 
fbyi\  ilHent. 

The  tarl  ttf  NfatcftsficBrs  fffal  Mted  1[*liifeTriil    „ 

rfgW  firftatticl^s  ag^Hift  WWi  i«^i^^  lbi''tiiiring  Ua^t  (bm^  ,$if «ilafifco. 
fhc  matters  in  cliahceryTdr  fediHiiSbh  or  purdiaft.    Bylh^^L^t 
ariier  ^rtf tlc^,  h<5 Vd^^ct^ft* 'oT  Wfnfttihg  peifowS  6f  ftHK^  ^^ 
itxbflanc'e,  siht]  otTdffering  to  uhjnft  aM  fra^duI^M  pruak^^ 
to  conWntie,  df  payii%Tdr  ttieir  plfei^  'bift  rf  the  fuiW^teo^ 
ncy,  fy  'iVieahis  if  tvMch  ptai  ^aefetencies  happfetieS :  ©f 
hegleSifig  lo  ftctife  Fteet^f^ood  Doi-infer^s  Jj«rfoi!  *  ItffiftH 

k  dcficfertcy  Of  24,feC0l.  -Of  hcgleftihg  to  ^piferfcift  the  Itlft 
AufcsTot  the  ftrttitei  bytakhig  fcctirfity-ftpdn  adMMfen :  Of 
lk>rroWhg  hdn^ff^'Wc  mafte^  oli<e  9f  th<e  MttM  iMA^  ADl 
making  ufe  of  the  fame  fo  long  as  h^  ^tetifcd.  iJpbfi  ViA 
and  other  accounts^  fentence  was  paiTed  upon  him  by  the 
motiA  t)f  Sir  Petbr  ^Shg,  liJeakeY  <tf  the  boitffc  dif  lords  i 
that  he  flionld  be  iftn^d  ^OiOOOl.  md  ftnprifoMed  thlSit  T^iNk 
till  the  fuiii  Was  ^aid. 

After  the  trral,  ft  was  Moved  thalt  the  earl  Ihbvld  1^  ftk 
erer  rendertd  urrcapiable  of  any  <>ffi(^  i^  the  ftate  ;  but  ibib 
tnotlon  was  rejcfte^d,  as  ^ell  a^  kudlherfer  Ms  tibt'fittihg  &i 
parliament,  or  coming  within  the  Vergi  rfthfe  doo^t.  Tfcfe 
earl  was  carried  to  ^  't^owtr,  and  confiheil  in  iHe  fixdc 
apartnient  as  was  formerly  \he  ttA  6f  Oxford's ;  and/ thvdis 
days  after,  the  king  ih  council  ordered  fiis  naihe  totte  flfevtCk 
cut  of  the  lift  of  privy  counfellbrs.  The  c6rl  paid  his  Rtit . 
about  fix  wedts  after,  'StrtA  wiis  difchai'geid  from  his  confine 
ment.  Sir  Pefter  Kirig,  being  creiited  batron  of  Oikhluii  ill 
Surry,  fucceedtd  him  m  t!be  thincellorihlp  (d). 

The 


(d)  This  mt  lawyer  was  very  leimed  ^f«ftt}fti,  ^f  cha 

ae%]ibd  by  his  ftthdr  to  foUow  ebebilalliaa  oonftitiitioQ,  of  tbe 

liis  own  trade,  6Mtof  a  fidcer  xned^ata^riinitiareChrifliaiutf, 

or  grocer,  in  the  city  of  Exeter;  which  he  wrote  even  while  he 

and  did  ateally  •  Ar^  vietetal  was  bfmUi^^p  in  tbr  tiade  of 

years,  aa  (or  in.  JhaMtoveof)  ^  ftcker;  who,  b«i^  related 

anapprentiGe  toit»  bat hisg«-  :^ the  fiuaoos  philofinker  Mr. 

nias  foTeanuai^  bleakUigdiffO^  Locke,  did,  doubtleft,  by  the 

the  difadvancages  gf,fdii«|tJ^  Adviae  of ^llu^g^ta^n,  enter 

dHboveredkfelf  ill  two  ar  t|^  Ms  iaa  ia  the  T«Aple/ wlicsc 


# 
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•Geo.  I.  :*  The'  debes  of  the.  civil   lift    being  increafcd  to  aWre 
-  1^725.5  500,000!  •  the  king,  on  the  8th  of  Apr|l,  fent  by  Mr.  Wai«. 
pole  the  following  meflage  to  the  commons  : 


Pebtsofthe 
civil  lift  dif^ 


* 


Sul«cd»  *  •  "^^^  neccflitics  of  his  majeft/s  government  having  rcn* 
dered  it  impradlicable  for  his  majefty  to  malce  any  confidcT 
rab)e  retrenchments  in  the  e3q>eiices  of  bis-  civil  lift;  and 
having,  engaged  his  majefty  in  fome  extraordinary  expences, 
"which  he  is  perfuaded  his  loyal  commons  will  believe  bav^ 
been  employed,  not  only  for  the  honour  and  dignity  of  dtq 
crown,  but  for  the  intereft  and  profperitv  of  bis  people,  his 
majefty  hopes,  from  (he  known  zeal  ami  aftedion  of  bispar^ 
liament  to  his  perfon  4nd  govem^nent,  that  be  may  be  ena- 
bled to  make  ufe  pf  the  fiinds  lately  fettled  for  the  payment 
of  the  civil  lift  annuities,  and  for  replacing  the  fame  to  hi| 
majefty  in  the  mpft  advantageous  manner,  and,  upon  die 
^CTpdit  thereof,  to  caife  a  fum  of  money  fufficient  to  redecn 
thofe  annuities,  and  to  difcharge  the  prefect  debt^  contn^ed 
in  the  civi}  government/ 

■ 

Mr.  Pultcney,  cofferer  of  the  houihold,  who,  about  this 
time,  began  to  be  diflatisfied,  moved  for  an  addrefs,  that  aa 
account  mould  be  laid  before  the  houfe,  of  all  the  monies 
•paid  for  fecret  fervice,  penfions,  bounties,  &c.  from  the  25th 
of  March  1725.     This, addrefs  being  voted,  a  motion  wu 
made  for  the  houfe  to  go  into  a  grand  committee,  to  oon- 
lider  of  the  king's  meflage ;  but  Mr.  Pulteney  reprefeiitedi 
*  That,  the  houfe  having  ordered  an  addrefs  for  feveral  pa- 
pers relating  to  the  civil  lift  and  other  expences,  they  ought, 
.in  his  opinion,  to  put  off"  the  confideration  of  the  (Qcfiage, 
till  thofe  papers  were  laid  before  the  houfe  ;  it  being  natural 
to  enqnire  into  the  caufes  of  a  difeafe,  before  one  applies  re- 
medies to  it.*     This  being  oppofed  by  Mr.  Walpole,  Mr. 
Pulteney  replied,  *  That  he  wondered  how  fo  grea?  a  debt 
'  could  be  contra£):ed  in  three  years  time,  but  was  not  furpri- 
zed  fome  perfons  were  fo  eager  to  have  the  deficiencies  of  the 
'  '    civil  lift,  made  good,  fince  they  and  their  friends  had  fo  great  a 
ihare  in  it;  and  defu-ed  to  know,  whether  this  was  all  that 
•was  due,  or  whether  they  were  to  exped  another  reckoningr 

he  foon  diflingiiiihed  himffclf  in  of  that  antient  corporation  was 

the  flndy  and  prafiice  of  the  rcviired,  in  the  year  170c,  Sir 

law.     His  father  was  a  native  Peter  King  was  appointed  (heir 

of 'Glaflonbury*  in  Somerfet-  recorder  by  it,  and  coatinacA<ft 

(hire;   and»  when  the  charter  tohis -death* 


O^  F'i  E  N  G  LiA  H  IX  '••  52:5^ 

T(0,  tills  it  was  anftirered  in  gdMS^^,  /  :TJ>at  therftMQM-in-:Geo.  I,^  ( 

4eed  a  heavy  d^bt  on  the  civU  VA^:^^,^-  great  maiiy  pei^^:    1725* 

fions  $   but  that  moft  of  thefc  had  been  grant^  in  king.  r-rrrTr. 

'William's  and.  queen  Anne's  reigns^  fome  by  king  CharlieS: 

t)ie.  feoond,  and  veiy.few  by  bis  prefent  majefty.    Thatt 

iince  the  civil  lift  was  firft  fetued  for  his  majefty,  an  expenoe^ 

cf .  jiboVe  90b00ol.  t>cr>  annum  had  happened,  which  could 

4idt':tk^  be/orefeen^  and  therefore  was  left  unprovided  for. 

73bat»  upon  exap^n^ition  of  the  accp^nt  of  the  civil  lift  debtS|| 

it  woul4  appear,  that  moft  of  thofe  expences  were  either  for. 

^cnecejOTary  fupport  of  the  dignity  of  the  crown  and  govern-r. 

^lenti^  or  for  the  public  good.    That  there  was  indeed  3, 

penfton  of  5,oooL  of  another  nature,  upon  the  account  of 

the  cofferer's  place,  but  which  could  not  weU  be  avoided  ^ 

for  hpth  lord  -Qodc^phin,  who  was   in  that  office,  j^ni 

his  father,  had  fo  well  deferved  of  the  govemniif nt,   that 

they  ^q^uld  •  not  handfomely  remove  .him  wijhoMt  a  .grar 

tuity,  and   therefore  they  gave  him  a  penfion  of  5,popli 

xo.  make  room  for  the  worthy  gentleman,  who  now,  jtfi^ 

Joys  die  poft.'    Then  the  commons,  in  a  grand  comnvti 

tee,   took  the  meflage  into  confideration,   and  a  mpcioi^ 

yva^  .made,   ^   That,   for  the  redeeming  the  ani^u^ues.of 

25iOO<)L  per  ann.   charged  on  the  civil  lift  revenues  by 

an.  a<!&  of  parliament  of  the  7th  year  of  his  majefty,  and 

for  difcharging  the  debts   and  afi^ears  due  from  his  ma- 

1'efty  to  his  fervants,  •  tradefmen,  and  others,  his'ms^efty 
^e  enabled  to  laife  any  fum  ^ot  exceeding  onc^  million^ 
iby  exchequer  bills,  loans,  pr  otherwife,.  on  the  credit' ^f 
the  dedu^ions  of  iix-pence  per  pound, .  dire^ed  by  .that 
{a6l,.and  of  the  civil  lift  revenues,  at  .an  intereft^^o^  exr 
ceeding  3I.  per  cent*  till  repayment,  of  the  pr^icjpal/ 
This  motion,  after  fome  further;  debate,  •  being;  carried 
by  a  majority  of  239  agalnft  11^%^  l)ill  paiTd  .for  ^hat 
4nirpQle,  and  received  the  xx^yalaiTent  on  th^  t«renuet{i  ^tf 
,ApriL  -       .1  :         . 

The  fame  day  a  peticion  was  ^prefen^ed  tK>  the  houfe  ofLord  B^ 
.commons  in  behalf  of  Henfy  St..  John,  late  vifcoupt  Bbiingr  ^»nR^'«>*" 
■broke,  attainted  for  high-trcafon.  .  The  purport, pf  ^he.peypl-J^t^ 
^.xition  was  to  fufpend  the  execution  of  the  law,  wiiih  refp^^ 
.to  his  forfeitures,  as  a  pardon  foQ^ndpd  it,  \yith' refpe^  tQ 
^Jiislife*    Alter  the  petition  had  bfien  offered  tothehoi^e  by 
.the  lord  Finch,  Mr.  Walpole  t  acflmaii>tcd  tjie-  houfei.that+  ^^''^^ 
Jie  had  received  his  msyefty'scomoiaods  tp  inform  them,  tha^  ' 
;the  petitioner  had  feven  years  fince'made  his  humble  appli- 
^csLXion  :md  fuhmiiEon  •  to  the  king>  .^i4}\airunyice$  pf  d^t^, 
.        :  *  al- 


to  ^ejiisi  cne&u^mmt^  Hofe  fto  Au^'fiiture  nbb  ^ 
UBgNfl^  imif^mi^^  MA  Chailis  m^^  is  (scisfitd^  dkat 
lA»  ffecitionef 'd  %^liv)o^'i|Jtt  blM»  i&ck,  «  oMvincis  Imk 
ibtt  be  is-  (II  o)^^  «r  Hf  s  ttKixry  4  iuid  ^is  ma&eftf  conAp^ 
dM  ^  pemi|»n  be  (#«^^  «o  thk  limfe/  l^ten  tbe  ^ 
iwmiK^as  read/<Miag4oriK^  diAttlto  pedtiMir  iip  trd^oM- 
tetriied  for  hiS»  offeiiee^  in  ti^  haviAg  AiMiideretf  laiiircK 
rarAtflUt  (6IUI  a^  (w^^reby  the  petmelier  wa»  lUt^ied^tf 
high  Ifeftfon^  and  fe^ifUt^  fAl  ks  Ml  wd  perfiNMl  '^feAal^ 
tfriy  \y  retfcm  there<>f,>H|<^fti^sfeA  ve^  greiit  lofib.  Thai, 
lipofi  f he  |>etirionet^  marriage  tii  Xfoo,  SitWalterSt.  Jotet 
IkiFt.  and  the  right  honMmle  tba  lord  vifetm^t  St<  John 
^e  pelkidiier's  gfaiviftther  atirf  f^^r)  togttWer  v4tK  At 
^tidonep^  made  a  (etHemcant  of  «h«  famfijr-eftatea  in  fN 
«6ttiiu«B  of  Wika,  Suriray,'  and  Uli^^lek^^  ialt'wliiell  pi^ 
iBife  {exce|it  a  very  fmafT  part  tliereof^  k«e  ndw  is  tiie]pe^ 
ieffioA  of  the  petitioftei^  fa^et,  and  Ae  i>etitioftercaofiot 
teeoteeintided  thereto  frr  b»  Ufe,  until  after  his  fiithef^f 
diteeale^  That  the  pelitiofter  hath,  iii  a  teoft  bon^  ao^ 
Aitiful  nianner,  made  his  fubmiffion  to  his  mineftv^  aiid  gi« 
wtn  hhtt  the  ftron^tft  i^rances  of  his  inviolable  fiddity,  m 
^  his  zesd  for  his  fertice,  and  for  the  fiipp<^  of  the  prttet 
iitf^ir  eftaUiflHnent^  wh&rb  his  majefty  fta^  bees  moftg^ 
cioul^  pleafed  to  aecept ;  and  praying,  Aut  laayeflMy  4^ 
^ven  to  brin^  in  a  bltt-for  enabling  the  petitioner,  ana  dli 
lieir-fluUe  of  bis  body  (^^notwitiiftanding  his  attainder}  o 
tsdce  And  enioy  the  fettled  eftate,  according  to  tfaelifloitttiom 
of  the  fettleinent«  or  -dAet  affiirances  tlieretn  moicipiieii 
and  for  enaUing  the  petidoner  to  hold  and  enjoy  any  perfeM 
eftate  or  effe^,  ixAereof  he  now  is,  or  hereafter  ftaS  be 
poflefl^d^  and  to  tnveft  the  fame  in  the  putchafe  of  anjreu 
or  perfonal  eftate  within  thb  kingdom;  After  the  readthgflf 
lliis  petttion,  the  lord  Finch  moved  for  a  trill,'  which  wasfe- 
conded  by  Mr.  Walpde,  who,  having  repeated  part  of  iffhat 
lie  had  bmre  laid  before  ^he  houfe  by  the  iting^s  command, 
tdded)  <  He  was  fully  fatisfied,  diat  die  petitioner  had  fid^- 
cientlv  attoned  for  l^s  paft  ofiences,  and  therefore  dcfervtd 
lli^  favour  of  that  boufeTo  far,  as  to  enable  him  tocnjejr  ^ 
family  inheritance,  that  vnz  fettled  upon  him }  which,  ac- 
<Qr£ng  to  the  opinion  of  the  beft  lavArcrs,  he  could  not  do 
"^y  virtue  of  his  majdi/s  pardon,  withoiK  an  aA  of  pariu' 
«ient,'  This  was  conftmed  by  the  attorney  and  fellicitor- 
general*    But  after  a  Ihort  difpute  among  the  lawyers  sbeat 

^  vaKdfty  •f  fu€b«  paidon  in  the  prefent  eafe^  \&x*  M^ 

thiietit 
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fhoent  ccHhptfolter  of  the  faott^oM,  flrtncroafly  <H)pcffed  the.  Geo.  L 
lord  Finch's  motion,  and  faid,  '  That,  as  he  had  the  honour-    17^5* 
to  be  one  qf.thc  kipg's  icpmediate  fervants,  it  qiight  pcrh^apa  ■  ■.  ■     ■' 

by  fome  Be  thpught  unbecoming  his  ftation  to  appear  agauut 
a  petition  to  the  prefenting  of  ^wbich  his,  COjyrftjTj  ip  his.  rpyal" 

his  confent*     But  tbat^  hq^ig  at  liheity  to  f^How  the  diiS^ftci. 
f)f  bis  co£icieo9e  in  this,  matter,  .hQ.woHU  fire^  dedaxe  kw/ 
opiokio;,  that  tiu^pabHcccicnci,  for  which  thb^pcticioncrftood^ 
atuinted,  n^ere  &>  heinous,'  fo  flagcmit,  andof  fo^kep  a  d^, 
as  not  b>  ^mit  of  any  expiadon  or  attonement ;  anl  tvi^Kt-' 
«f  er  he  might  have  done  to  defervc  his  majdfty*s  private  gri^ 
ahd  pardon,  yet  he  thought  him  altogether  unworthy  iHWf 
national  favoUr.V  Then  he  went  thfottgb  thelat^  fordBp*. 
lingbroke's  condu^t^  while  he  h»d  a  (hare  ia  Ute  admBiM^^:^ 
tton  qf  aJ&i'rs  in  qu^n  Anne's,  reigjai  *  bftw  he^ma  iher. 
principal  advifcr  o^  and  ador  in  tibe  wkioedMeafimsy  thsk 
were  then  pucitied ;  and  his  clandeflnic  Aegodation  of  peace^ 
without  the  privity  of  the  qu^^n*^  allies,  contrary  to  Uttt; 
c)cpre(s  tenor  or  the  grand  alliance  1  bis  infolenr  behaviour 
towards  all  the  confederates  in  general^  and  the.  Dutch  i|i' 
particular ;  his.  facrificing  the  intereft  of  t^e. wl^ole  confcAe-n 
racy,  and  the  hoiiour  of  his  o^wn  counti^yparticulaijy  11^  «hl^. 
bafe  abandoning^ pf  the^  pooc  and  braMe^ •  C«o4aiis }  a  txmtf^ 
a£lion,  with  which  he  had  aji  q^^ortumty  to  b«  intitnaocft^ 
acquainted,  as  hating  had  the  himour,  at  fboA  junAuse,  to 
ferve  the  natbn  as  the  queen's  mtnifteriii  Borttfgal :  And,  t^ 
fum  up  all  his  crhnes  in  one,  his  traieerous  defign  of  defeat- 
ing the  Proteftant  (accefEon,  the  foundation  of  both  our  pre- 
fent  atid  future  happinefs  ;  and  of  advancing  a  PopKh  pre-* 
tender  to  the  throne.  Which  would  hav^  involved  his  native 
country  in  endlef3  miferv/  Though  this  fpe^ch  made  a  gre^^ 
imprefiion  on  the?  afTemUy^  and  feyeral  other  emineiKt  xMt^f 
bers  fpoke  to  the  fame  purpofe,  paiticulatly  Mr.  Onflow  and[ 
lord  William  Pawkt,  the  motion,  for  a  bill  was  carried  by 
231  againft  113.     When  the  bill  was  brought  in,  it  wa^    ,.     -^ 
mored,'  that  a  claufe  Hiould  be  infertcd, to  difaUe  him  to  fitin'his  fo- 
in  parliament,  or  enjoy  any  place  under  the  king  ;  but  upon  ▼our, 
Mr.  Walpolc's  oppcmng  It,  the  claufe  w^  rejefted,  and  the^*^  ^'' 
Vill  paffcd  both  houfes,  and  received  the  royajl  aflent  (()• 

The 

(f)  The  moft  material  aAs  Highlands,  and  fecuring  the 
pziCsd  this  feffion^  besides  what  peace  of  Scotland.  A  proteft 
have  been  mentioned)  were  was  entered  againd  this  a£l  in 
thmitf  an  a6l  for  di£irniing  the     the  houfc  of  lords>  alledging^ 

That 
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1725. 

The  end  of 
tfaetliird 
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The  king  put  an  end  to 
fpeech : 

'That  the  ^foraers  in  the  pre-, 
^ble  were  not  .proved:  Too 
great  power  was  given  to  the 
Ibrd  Lieutenants  and  juffices  of 
die  peace,  ^d  that  the  beha-, 
vto«r  of  the  Highlanders  had  T>f 
late  been  inoffeniive. 

Another  a£t  pafledfor  regn^ 
iating  ele&ions  within  the  city 
of  London,  and  for  preferving 
the  peace^  good  ordet-,  and  eo- 
Vernincnt  of  the  city.  Iiiis 
]aw>  which  is  now  the  rule  for 
sll  eledions  in  the  city,  raifed 
fo  gretft  a  ferment  ih  London, 
that  a  printedfommons  was  dif- 
pei^ed  inviting  the  citizens  to 
aiTeinbleat  Guild-hall  to^onfi- 
der  of  it.  This  attempt  beins 
refented  by  the  lord  mayor  and 
aldermen,  the  gates  of  GuiM- 
hall  were  ordered  to  be  fliut, 
a'nd  the  government  was  ac- 
quainted with  whac^ad  pafTed. 
Upon  this  the  guards  were  don- 
bled  at  St.  James's,  Leiceibr- 
hottfe,  andSon^rfet-'houfe,  and 
fuch  precautions  taken  as  kept 
all  things  quiet.  This  fpirit 
-was  fuppoied  to  have  been  raifed 
by  that  majority  of  the  common 
council,  who  had  voted  thanks 
to  Mr.  Francis  Child  and  Mr. . 
John  Bamaid,  for  ftrenuoufly 
4>ppoiing  the  bill.  By  a  clauie 
of  this  a£t,  the  right  of  eledlion 
of  Aldermen  and  comnKtn  coun* 
oil  men  belongs  to  freemen,  be- 
ing houfholders,paying  fcot  and 
lot  to  the  amount  of  jos.  pro- 
vided they  have  been  in  houfes 
(Of  iol.  a  year,  twelve  kalcndar 


s  t  o  k  Y 

die  feffion  with  the  followiiig 


inonths.  T)us,  and  £>flie  othef 
particulars,  occafioned  a  peti- 
tion from  the  freemen  of  Lon^ 
don  againft  the  bill,  whilA  it 
wai  depending. 

A  inotion  was  made  In  At 
Ixonfe  of  comsnoas  for  infertiiig 
a  daufe  in  a  bill  about  die  ^o 
new  churches^  Co  difable  bodies 
corporate  to  purchafe  advowicms 
or  other  ecdefiailical  prefer-^ 
ments.  This  niotioR  made  by 
Mr.  Aithur  OnAow  was  chiefly 
intended  to  reftrain  the  univer- 
fitie^  from  purchasing  advow- 
fons,  btft  ic  was  rqeded. 

Thomai  G«y,  formerly  a 
bookfeller  in  Londos^and  after- 
wards member  of  parliament  for 
Tamworth,  dying  in  the  8oth 
year  of  his  age,  left  a  benefac- 
tion of  20o,oool.  to  an  hofpital 
for  incurables  eredled  by  him- 
felf, .  and  near  £nifhed  in  his 
life-time,  befides  many  other 
charities.  In  order  to  the  bet- 
ter management  and  difpofition 
of  his  charities,  an  ad  pafled 
the  24th  of  March,  for  mcor* 
porating  the^  executors  of  the 
laft  will  and'teftament  of  Mr. 
Thcvmas  Guy. 

T«ro  a&s  pa/led  to  diflblve 
the  marriage  of  WitliamYonge 
with  Mary  Heathcote,  and  of 
Francis  Annefley  with£lizabetk* 
Sutton. 

The  priBcefs  of  Wales  wif 
delivered  on  the  5  th  of  Decem- 
ber of  a  princefs  at  Leioeftcr- 
houfe,  who  was  chrxftened  hj 
the  name  of  Louifa. 


Mf 
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*«  My  lords.and  gentlemen,  -  >^^^;  ^* 

•*  T  AM  Come  topvi^  ancnd  to  this  fefEon  6f  parliament,  l^i^ 
•^  -*•  which,  though  it 'has  been  extendt*d  to  an  unexpefted' 
*'  length,  has  been  fo  welf  employed  for  the  fervice  and  in- 
**  tereft  of  the  public,  ttat  I  afliire  myfclf  it  Will  be  to  the  * 
**  general  fatisfadion  of  the  nation.  ' 

''  Gentlemen  ^'/the  h6u(e  of  common^, 

',  **  The  prudent  ijifi  you  have  made  of  the  prefent^flourxm* 
•^  ing  ftat?e  of  credit,  by  a  cert^n  redudiioa  of  more  than 
**  threcf  milliohs  feveri  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to  an  intcxeil 
••  oF  four  per  cent.'  and  by  a  wife  provifionfor  the  redemp- 
*♦  tfofi  thereor  by  parliament,  without  furt]ier  notice,  on 
*f  payment  of  fiich  furas,  as  the  clrcumftaiices  of  the  go- 
**  vernment.  will  from  time  to  time  admit,  has  fecurcd  a. 
^*  confiddtable  addition  to  the  (inking  fund,  hot  fubjed  to 
**  the  hazard  of  future  events  (a). 

*•  You  have  not  only  raifed  the  fupply  for  the  fervice  of 
•*  the-ciurrenl  ydar  at  the  lo weft  rate  of  intereft,  that  has 
*'  been  ever  knowji,  but,  without  laying  any  new  burden 
•*  on  my  people,  you  have  eniablcd  me  to  difcharge  the  debts 
**  of  my  civil  government;  debts  qontraQed  by  neceflar/ 
**  and  Viri  avoid  able  expence.s,  and  in  fupport  of  fuch  meafure& 
•'  of  gbvernnlent,  as  have, greatly  increafed  the  happinefs  o£ 
^  my  peojile.  You  have  thereby  fliewn  your  juft  regard  to 
•«  my 'honour,  and  the  cilgnuy  of  the  crown. 

^*  My  lords  ^nd  gchtleraeh, 

**  As  all  our  public  bleffings  are  the  happy  effe£ls  of  the 
*'  general  tranquillity  we  now  enjoy.  I  cannot  but  exprefs 
**  my  fatisfafiion  in  the  provifionlyou  have  made  for  fup- 
*'  preffing  and  preventing  difturbances  and  commotions  in 
*'  thofe  parts,  where  the  peace  of  the  kingdom  might  have 
*'  been  moft  indangered.  . 

*'  Nothing  more  remains  neceffary,  than  to  tell  you,  that 
**  I  i;itirely  depend  on  the  faithful  difcharge  of  your  duties 
**  in  your  feveral  ftations,  and  on  your  conltant  care,  in  your 
•*  j-efpe^tive  couhtries,  to'prcferve  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the 

* 

(a)  An  aft  pafled  this'feffion,  thence  for  reducing  the  fame 

foi^icehtintiing  to  the' bank  the  to  71,0001!.  2S.  3d.  |.  and 

feveral  annuities-  of  80,751 1.  So,oool.  redeemable  by  paflia- 

78.   lod.  |,  and  of  io<>,oooK  ment(tha^is,  from5l.per  cent. 

ix&tilMidnimmen727,andfrojn  t0  4l.  percent.) 

Vol-  XIX.  LI                       **  public; 


Knightft  oir 
thk  Bach 
tevived. 
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Geo.  i.  *^  public.  But  1  know  not  how  to  part  with  you  m&od 
1725.'    **  firft  returning  jou.  my  very  hearty  thanks  for  me  many  re- 

_  ««  peated  inftances  you  nave,  in  this  (effion,  given  meof  yoar 

*^  duty  an^  a^e^on«  All  fuch  returns  may  be  expeded 
««  from  me,  as  can  l>e  made  by  the  moft  indiugent  prince  to 
«<  an  afFcaionatc  and  loyal  peopie.** 

Prefently  after  the  end  of  the  feffion,  die  kin^  renveJ  die 
order  ot  Afe  knights  of  the  Bath,  of  witom  prince  William 
was  the  firft»  and  the  duke  of  Montague  Was  appointed  grafid" 
maiftcf.  Ahiong  thi  khlghts  were  Sir  Robert  Walpok,  and 
his  fon  Uie  lord  Walpole.  The  whole  number  was  38,  includ- 
ing the  fovereign.  Several  ^foinotions  were  likewfe  ma^« 
Mr.  Methuen  wais  appointed  treafurer  6f  the  houfhold,  and 
the  carl  Lincoln,  cofferer,  in  the  rooiti  ot  iAr.  Pultcncy.  Wil- 
liam BatemaA  was  created  baroil  of  Calmore,in  Ireland,  and 
Vifcount  Batbihan.  Soon  after  Si^  Robert  Walpole  was  mads 
knight  of  the  patter  (b). 

The  king  having  fettled  his  affairs  in  England,  and  ap* 
pSinted  the  lord^  jultices,  fet  oiit  for  Hanover  the  3d  of  June, 
ahd  arrived  the  i+th  at  MercnhaufeA. 

The  Scots,  ever  fince  thfe  uhidii,  had  very  imwillin^y 

Said  any  of  the  taxeis  that  had  beeii  laid  on  the  united  king*^ 
om ;  and  had  behaVM  on  all  fuch  bccafiohs,^  as  if  they 
thought  thcmfelves  injtltea,  when  they  Were  obliged  to  c^- 
tribute  any  thing  towards  the  public  ekpeilce*  The  encmicJ 
to  the  government  failed  not  to  feed  ^is  ill  h'umouir,  and> 
under  colour  of  zeal  for  the  old  eonftitution,  to  let  the  people 
egainft  that,  which  was  now  eftablifhed.  The  malt-tax 
was  moft  clamoured  againft ;  and  it  was  fordeen,  diat  it 
wtmld  not  be  coHedted  without  peril  to  the  officers.  At 
Edinburgh  indeed,  the  exeifemen  were  fuffered  to  take  sH 
account  of  the  maJllers  ftock  in  hand  ;  but  thofe  at  Glafeo^ 
were  obliged  to  apply  to  the  commiffioners  of  the  excife  at 
Edinburgh  for  protedion  and  ailiftance,  their  lives  being 
threatened,  if  they  offered  to  vifit  the  malt-houfcs.   TW 

(b)  Lords  of  die  Trcafury.      Lotds  of  the  Admiraltf  . 


Riots  in 
Scotland. 


Sir  Robert  Walpole, 
Sir  Charles  Turner, 
Sir  William  Yonge, 
George  Doddington*  £fq; 
Sir  William  Strickland. 


James  Earl  of  Berkeley*  - 
Sir  John  Jennings, 
John  Cockbttm,  £fq; 
William  Chetwjmd,  Efqt 
Sir  John  Norris, 
Sir  Charles  Wager, 
Sir  George  Oxcndcni 
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CommiiEonets  applied  to  minor-general  Wade,  commander  Geio.  I* 
In  chief  of  the  forces  in  Scotland,  who,  on  the  23d  of  June,    1725- 
fent  captain  Bu(hel,  with  two  companies  of  foldiers  to Glaf-  *         ■' 
gow^  where  they  arrived  the  next  day  in  the  evening*    At 
their  entrance  into  the  town,  they  found  a  great  mob  of  men, 
Wbi6en,  and  boys,  who  gave  them  abufive  language^  and 
threw  ftones  at  them,  as  they  marched  along  the  ftreets,  cry* 
ing  aloud^  No  Malt-tax^     The  officer  delired  them  to  for- 
bear, for  he  meant  them  no  harm.     The  provoft  gave  him 
billets  for  quartering  his  men,  but  told  kim,  he  could  not  put 
him  in  poiTefllon  of  the  gitard-rootti,  becaufe  the  rabble  had 
locked  it  up,  and  carried  away  the  key,  as  foon  as  they  heard 
the  foldiers  were  coming.     The  officer,  unwilling  to  exaf* 
pctzte  them,  by  forcing  open  the  door,  ordered  the  guard  to 
be  kept  at  a  public  houfe,  which  they  hired  for  that  purpofe« 
About  eleven  o'clock  that  night,  jTeveral.tboufands  of  the  tnob 
gbt  together  about  the  houfe  of  Mr.  £)aniel  Campbel,  repre-* 
Tentative  in  parliament  for  Glafgow,  threatening  to  plunder 
it*  Upon  which  captain  Bufhel  ient  an  officer  to  the  provoft^ 
letting  him  know  die  mifchief  they  defigned  to  commit ;  and 
that  he  was  ready  with  his  men  to  affift  him  in  preventing;  it*  . 
But  his  anfwer  was.  He  thought  the  number  of  his  foldiers 
too  few,  and  therefore  he  womd  make  no  ufe  of  them.  Thus  • 
the  rabble,  finding  no  ot)pofitlon,  nor  eVen  the  appisarance  of 
a  ihagiftrate  to  reftrain  their  fury,  with  hatches  and  other 
inftruments  forced  into  the  houie,  and   turned   out  two  or  * 
three  of  Mr.  Campbel's  fervants  (he,  with  his  wife,  having 
the  day  before  retired  to  his  country-houfe)  and  fell  to  plun-- 
dering  every  thing  they  could  cai-ry  away,  and  deftroying 
what  was  not  portable.     This  riot  continued  till  nine  the 
next  morning,  when  feveral  of  the  knob  were  lying  drunk  in 
the  houfe,  with  the  wine  and  liquors  th^  found  in  the  cel« 
lars,  but  the  magiflrates  did  not  get  any  of  them  fecured* 
The  oflliceiis  of  the  excife  hid  themfelves  as  well  as  they  could  t 
Some  of  them  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  mob,  and  with  great 
difficulty  efcaped  with  their  lives,  after  having  been  unmer- 
cifully beaten.    The  rabble  were  then  pretty  quiet,  till  about 
four  m  the  afternoon,  when  they  began  to  meet  again  ;  wo*  . 
men,  or  men  in  womens  cloaths,  beating  drums,  about  the 
ftreets  to  call  them  together.     Captain  Buihel,  not  knowing 
what  their  defigns  might  be,  ordered  the  foldiers  to  be  near 
the  guard-room,  which  the  provoft  had  now  caufed  to  be 
opened :  But  the  mob  did  not  long  keep  their  fecret^  for  they 
advanced  towards  the  guard,  crying,  ^  Drive  the  dogs  out  c£ 
town ;  We  will  cut  them  to  pieces.^   The  officer  faid  again, . 

L  1  a  ^  Wc 
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Geo.  I.  *  We  mean  you  no  hurt,  but,  if  you  continue  to  provoke  At 
1-725.    foldicrs,  we  (hall  not  be  able  to  reftrain  them  from  firing  at 

m^ you/    The  Jabble  anfwered,  *  You  dare  not  fire  with  bail  ;^ 

and  continued  throwing  ftones  in  fuch  quantities,  and  folarge^ 
that  they  broke  fome  of  the  locks  of  the  foldiers  pieces^  and 
their  bayonets^  and  wounded  feveral  men^  tJpon  which  they 
were  ordered  to  fird  ovet  the  heads  of  the  mob  to  frightcrt 
them  ;•  but  they  advanced  ftill  upon  the  foldiers,  and  throw- 
ing flone^  in  greatei*  quantities^  the  (bldiers  at  laft  fired  on 
them,  and  killed  or  wounded  three  of  four,  '^hich  made 
them  retire  to  fortie  diftance.  In  this  ffidft  interval,  the  pro- 
voft  fent  to  captaiti  Bufliel,  defiring  him  to  fave  hitofelf  and 
his  men,  by  retreating  out  Of  the  town  ;  fot  the  rioters  were 
calie£ling  all  the  arms  they  could  ;  and,  if  he  did  not  march 
away,  there  would  be  more  blood  flied*  'f  he  captain  tak- 
ing his  advice^  marched  immediately  for  Dunbarton,  being 
followed  by  great  numbers  of  the  mob,  and  that  fo  clofely, 
that  he  was  forced  to  fire  now  and  then  to  fecure  his  retreat 
out  of  the  town.  Three  of  four  hundred  of  them  followed 
h!m  fix  miles,'  but  they  durft  not  come  up  with  him.  He 
fent  an  officer  from  Dunbarton  to  Edingburgh,  to  give  general 
Wade  an  account  of  what  had  happened ;  atid,  on  the  8th 
of  July,  the  general',  accompanied  by  Duncan  Forbes,  lord 
advocate,  fet  out  from  Edinburgh,  and  at  noon  the  next 
day  joined  a  body  of  forces,  that  had  been  ordered  to  draw 
together  on  a  moor  within  two  miles  of  Glafgow,  confifting 
of  four  troops  of  horfe,  and  a  detachment  of  colonel  .Camp- 
bel's  dragoons ;  eight  companies  of  tHe  earl  of  Delorainc's 
regiment  of  foot;  the  carl  of  Stair's,  regiment,  and  one  of  the 
new-raifed  Highland  companies.  The  general  wrote  a  letter 
to  the  magiftrates  to  let  them  know  he  was  coming ;  and  the 
next  day,  about  two  o*clock  in  the  afternoon,  entered  the 
town ;  the  troops  advancing  with  filence  and  good  order  ^ 
and  they  were  diflributed  into  quarters  without  any  diftur- 
bance.  The  two  following  days  the  excifemen  were  fet  to 
take  an  account  of  the  maimers  ftock  in  hand,  and  had  quiet 
admittance.  The.  rioters  having  endeavoured  by  circular 
letters  to  every  town  of  any  note  to  excite  tumults,  the  mob 
rofe  July  the  9th,  at  Elgin,  attacked  in  the  night-time  three 
foldiers,  who  were  pofted  centinels  at  a  (hop,  wherein  was 
lodged  a  quantity  of  brandy,  that  had  been  fcized  by  the 
Guftom-houfe  officers,  and  obliged  the  foldiers  to  fire  in  their 
own  defence,  by  which  one  of  the  rabble  was  killed.  The 
foldiers  being  over-powered  were  put  in  prilbn  by  the  magi- 
ftrates ;  and  the  mob  immediately  carried  off  the  brandy. 

The 
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<Phe  malfter^  at  Glafgow  complied  with  the  terms  of  the  zSt  Geo.  h, 

of  parliament.  Many  of  the  rioters  werefeized^  moft  of  1725^ 
(hem  mean  perfon^  Near  an  hundred  witneiTes  were  exa- 
mined, but  little  or  nothing  was  found  againft  any  of  them : 
It  was  all  laid  on  thofe,  who  fled,  and  on  ftrangers.  The 
general  and  the  lord  advocate,  having  ftaid  a  week  at  Glafr 
gow,  returned  to  Edinburgh.  The  lord  advocate -committed 
feventeen  men  and  boys,  ^nd  four  women,  to  prifon.  The 
provoft.  Bailiffs,  dean  of  gufld,  and  deacon  conveener  were 
alfo  apprehended,  and  the  next  day,  under  a  ftrong  guard  of 
dragoons,  fent  to  Edinburgh*  When  they  came  near  the 
city,  there  was  a  vaft  concourfe  of  people  at  fuch  an  unu«> 
fual  and  unexpeded  fight,  befides  a  great  many  merchants 
and  men  of  note  on  horfeback,  who  went  out  to  meet  them^ 
and  accompanied  them  to  the  prifon-doon,  the  Glafgow  ma^ 
jgiftrates  being  in  coaches*  They  did  not  continue  long  un- 
jdef  confinement ;  for,  this  affair  being  brought  before  the 
^ords  jiifticiary,  .they  were  unanimous  in  their  opinions,  that 
4they  were  innocent;  .upon  which  they  were  immediately  fet 
at  libeity*  It  yras  reported,  that  the  whde  royal  boroughj^ 
pf  $cotl.ahd  h^d  come  to  a  refolution  to  (land  out  againft  pay?^ 
loet^t  0/  the  ma)t-tax.  But  they  were  fo  far  from  doing  it, 
that^  the  convention  being  affemhled  at  Edinburgh  on  the 
'7th  of  July,  they  refolved  to  write  a  circular  letter  to  each 
pf  the  royal  boroughs,  to  be  fent  by  exprefs,  teftifying  the 
ialfliood  of  that  report,  and  their  abhorrence  of  the  thought 
'  of  refifljng  or  not  paying  due  obedjence  to  the  law,  which 
^as  ena^ed  the  levying  of  that  tax,  exhorting  the  magiftrates 
and  governors  of  each  royal  borough,  to  concur  vigoroufly 
with  the  officer^  pf  the  revenue,  in  the  execution  pf  the  laws 
irelating  thereto,  and  ix|  fuppreffii^g  of  a}I  mobs,  riots,  and 
tumultuous  aflemblies ;  and  requiring  them  everywhere  to 
jifi?  all  diligence  for  the  .difcovery  of  the  authors  of  fuch  mali* 
pious  Reports  and  feditiou^  pra6^ices;  and  to  acquaint  the  an- 
nual committee  of  the  convention  therewith,  that  the  ofFen* 
ders  might  be  profecuted,  and  brought  to  deferved  punilh- 
ment  at  the  f>iit  of  the  convention,  as  difturbers  of  th^  public 
peacei "  Tljc  riqjters  at  Glafgow  were  brought  to  their  trial 
befoi^  the  court  of  jufliciary,  of  which  the  earl  of  Hay  was 
chief ;  ^and  Waltet  Buchanan,  William  Hamilton,  George 
Macfarlane,  Patrick  Micchel,and  Janet  Balleny,  being  fouftd 
guilty  of  the  riot,  the  four  men  were,  the  next  day,  fen- 
itenped  to  be  tranfported,  after  they  had  been  fcourged  at 
Glafgow  by  the  ^omqion  hapgman  i  apd  Balleny,  the  womap, 

L  1  3  was 
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G^o.  I.    was  fentenced  to  ftand  twice  in  the  pillory  there ;  fo  Aat 
X  725.     capital  punifliment  was  inflided  on  any  of  thefe  ofienders. 

s  '    General  Wade  did  likewife  another  very  important  fervice 

to  the  public,  by  difarming,  purfuant  to  the  zSt  of  parlia- 
ment, the  Highlanders,  Mackenzies,  Maodonalds,  Grants 
of  Glenmorifton,  Macleods,  Chifliolnis,  Stewarts,  Came- 
Tons,  Macpherfons,  Mackintoflies,  Macgregors,  Gordons, 
Farquharfons,  Macfarlans,  and  other  clans,  their  tribes  and 
fo  lowers ;  as  alfo  the  inhabitants  of  the  Ifles  of  Sky  and 
Mull ;  the  arms  amounting  to  between  two  and  three  thou- 
fand.  The  companies  of  the  foldiers  left  in  the  Highlands 
were  fo  pofted,  that  they  poileiTed  all  the  coniiderable  pafles 
and  thereby  prevented  the  flealing  of  cattle. 

Foreign  As  to  foreign  affairs,  there  were  great  alterations  abroad 

•ffairs.  ^his  year.  Mention  has  been  made  of  the  marriage  of  Lewis, 
-prince  of  Afturias,  with  the  duke  of  Orleans's  fecond  daugh- 
ter, and  of  king  Philip's  refignation  of  the  crown  to  his  mi. 
It  has  been  alio  related,  how  Lewis  XV.  of  France  was 
married  to  the  infanta  of  Spain ;  and  madamoifellede  Beau* 
jolois,  another  of  the  duke  of  Orleans's  daughters,  to  doa 
<Jarlo8,  infant  of  Spain  by  king  Philip's  fecond  wife.  The 
firft  marriage  was  confummated,  but  foon  after  diflblvcd  by 
the  death  of  Lewis  king  of  Spain*  Upon  his  deceafe,  his  fa* 
ther,  king  Philip,  refumed  the  crown.  In  the  beginning  of 
March  1724-5,  the  French  king,  who  could  never  gain 
upon  himfclf  to  be  tolerably  civil  to  the  young  infanta^ 
declared  his  refolutton  to  fend  her  back  into  Spain  (c).  This 
was  fo  highly  refented  by  the  court  of  Spain,  particularly 
by  the  queen,  that  it  was  refolved  to  fend  back  to  France 
madamoifelle  de  Beaujolois,  whofe  marriage  with  don  Carlos 
was  yet  unconfummated  ;  which  was  accordingly  done,  and 
mt  the  fame  time  the  infanta  was  fent  to  Madrid,  the  Spanifh 
minifters,  the  mapquifs  de  Montdeone,  and  Patrick  L^wleft 
'(the  pretender's  agent  in  England  in  queen  Anne's  reign) 
returned  with  ber» 

(c)  The  French  king  being  war,incafeofhis  dying  without 

taken  very  ill»   and  in  great  iffue.  It  was  therefore  fuddealy 

danger  of  his  life,  by  a  fever,  refolved  in  cpuncil  to  fend  back 

in  February  1725,  N.  S.  it  a-  the  infanta.    Upon  ^m  onex- 

larmed  the  whole  French  na-  peded  turn  the  court  of  Spain 

tipn,  and  made  them  cry  aloud  propofed  the  fole  mediadon  to 

for  his  marrying  immediately  Mr.  Stanhope,  the  Engliih  ml- 

after  his  recovery,  to  prevent  nifter  at  Madrid,  which,  2|s  will 

the  fatal  copfequences  of  a  civil  be  feen,  was  refufiid* 

The 
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The  queen  of  Spain's  refentment  did  pot  end  here*    She  Geo*  L 
I'efolved  the  French  ihould  intermeddle  no  more  in  the  Spa-    1725. 
nifli  afiairs^  and  offered  to  adjuft  her  difftref^ces  with  the  — — rrr<^ 
emperor  (for  which  the  congref)  of  Caq^ray  .had  been  ap-*  '^^  ^^}^ 
pointed)  under  the  folemediadon  of  Great  Britain.  This  oiFer  ^tb^^ 
was  refufed  hj  king  peprge  upon  many  accounts.  The  em-  refafed  by 

Jeror  was  lb  far  h^m  feeking  the  fole  mediation  of  Omat-  km^P^orge. 
tritain,  with  the  iam^  warmth  as  Spain,  th|it  he  fhewed 
iuch  a  coolnefs  on  tne  occafion,  as  not  only  indicated  a  jea- 
loufy,  but  foretold  anunfifOfcfsAil  iflue  in  cafe  it  was  aflumed. 
Befidesy  the  accepting  of  it,  in  order  tq  gratHy.  the  paffions  of 
the  queen  of  Spain,  muft  have  difobli^ed  France,  with  whom, 
ever  fince  the  death  of  Lewis  XIV.  the  Britiih  court  had 
contracted  the  ftrideft  friend(bip«  The  fame  motive  ftiU  hh^ 
£fled,  tl}at  had  induced  king  George  to  enter  into  a  recipro* 
cal  confidence  with  that  crown,  the  title  of  the  houfe  of  Or* 
}eans  to  that  monarchy  in  virtue  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht. 
The  young  king  was  as  yet  i  minor,  and  unmarried,  and 
tii^  4^^^  ^^  Bourbon  prime  mifiifter  of  France,  who  folely 
guide^  ^he  helm,  was  next  i|i  reverfion  to  thp  crow|i,  after 
th^  voung  (luke  of  Orleans,  then  ynmarried,  and  of  a  wgalc 
^onititution^    The  cocdnefs  therefore  of  the  emperor,  the 
en^ement  wit|i  Fran^e^  and  (the  profpe^  pf  difunidng  for 
fv^T  it\f  Koufe  <jf  bourbon,  by  q^eaqs  of  the  brancl^  oC 
Orleans  and  Condf ,  induced  king  Qeorge  not  to  accept  tl|e 
^ole'me^i^tioq  ^t  the  |iaxard  of  lofing  France,  without  any 
appe^inMice  of  gaining,  or,  if  gained,  of  keeping  Spain  one 
moment  fixed  tb  his  intcreft  or  alliance.    Upon  the  king'« 
xefufid  of  the  ible  loediation,  the  emperor  and  queen  of  Spain. 
refill ved  to  adjuft  their  differences  by  a  fecret  negociation. 
This  was  nunaged  on  the  part  ojf  Spain  by  the  baron  de  Ripr 
perda,  a  Dutchman,  wliq  had  abandoned 'the  Proteftant  rer 
Iigton,  and  efitered  ^nto  t^.^  Spani^  feryice.      The  firfl: 
treaty  of  Vienna  was  foon  copcl\ijl,ed^  and  figned  the  joth  of 
April,  and,  the  neipt  day,  a  tri^aty  of  commerce  was  alfo 
^^ed^    It  was  urged,  that,  the  mediators  having  for  feve* 
fdl  j^ears  in  vain  endeavoured  to  reconcile  the  emperor  and 
Icing  of  Spain,  they  refolved  to  do  it  1>y  themfelves  without 
the  intervention  of  any  other  power,  efpecially  fince  France 
bad  affronted  Spain,  by  fending  back  the  infanta,  and  En- 
gland had  refufed  to  continue  her  mediation  at  Cambray 

ivitbout  France  (dl. 

By 

(d)  It  appears  by  flating  and  comparing  the  dates  of  thefe  tranfaco 

hl^  $ioni 
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Treaty  of 
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^%  >  '    \  fit"  . 

By  thefe  tre^tie^,  tl^e  cmpcmr  ^c)uiowlpd^  Pl4lIt>*V* 
as  lawful  l^ng  o(  Spain  and  the  Indies^i  and  fitpwJSps  not  t9 
moleft  him  in  the  poffeffion  of  thcdpminion^  %curpd  fo  him 
by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  nor^to  apiyrqpriate  to  himielf  any 
right  to  them.  King  Philip^  ofj  his  part,  r^qpunces  aU 
his  pretenfions  to  thp  dominions  in  Italy  and  the  Ne- 
therlands, adjudged  (o  the  emperor  by  the  treaty  of  London, 
in  July  1722.  The  emperor  grafts  {without  the  cdnfent 
of  the  empire)  the  invefliture  of  the  duke$ioms  of  Tufcany, 
Parma  and  Placentia,  tp  the  queen  pf  Spain's  eldeft  fon,  in 
cafe  thefe  dukedoms  fhpuld  be  VApant  for  want  of  heirs  ;  the 
determination  of  king  George  and  the  regent  of  France  in 
the  treaty  of  London,. that  they  are  mufculine  iiefe  of  the 
empire,  being  taken  for  granted.  Spain  agreed  to  guarantee 
the  fuccei&on  of  the.  Auilrian  dominions  according  to  die 


Cions,  that  the  fending  back  the 
iafanU^  or  the  refufal  of  the 
fole  n)ediatioh,  coul4  h^ve  no 
fliare  ii>  the  motives  for  nego- 
tiating. The  courier,  difpatched 
from  France  to,fignify  the  refo- 
Jution  of  fending  back  the  in- 
£inta>   March   13,    1725,   did 
not  arrive  at  Madrid  till  the 
t9th,  and  king  George's  an- 
fwer,  declining  the  fole  media- 
tion,  came  to  Spain  the  24th  of 
i^pril,  17^4,    N.  S.     Ripper- 
4a's  full  powers  were  (igned  in 
November,     1724  ;    and    the 
court  of  Madrid  received  advice 
from  him  in  March  1725,  that 
the  principal  articles  were  then 
agreed  at  Vienna,"  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  agreement,  the 
treaty  of  peace  and  friend  (hip 
between  the  emperor  and  Spain 
was  figned  at  Vienna  the  laft  of 
April,  and  that  of  commerce  the 
firft  of  May,  1725.    Now  could 
the  refolution  ot  fending  back 
the    infanta,    which    was    not 
thought  of  in  France  till  March, 
1725,  nor   knowu   at   Madrid 
tUl  the  19th  of  that  months  be 


the  occafion  of  negotiadng  at 
Vienna  treaties  of  fach  impor* 
tauce  and  long  difcufiiony  the 
principal  articles  of  which  were 
the  very  fame  month  of  Marc^ 
known  at  Madrid  to  have  been^ 
agreed  upon  at  Vienna?  Or 
conld  the  king's  refuial  of  the 
'  fole  niediation,  which  was  not 
known  at  Madrid  till  the  24th 
of  April,  1725,  N.  S.  have 
poffibly  occafioned  the  fignin^ 
of  treatiea  at  Vienna  the  la& 
of  April,  and  £rft  of  May» 
1725  ?  To  this  it  may  be  ad- 
ded, that  the  acceptance  of  the 
fole  mediation  to  accommo- 
date the  difference  between  the 
two  courts,  who  were  already 
agreed  in  every  re(pcft,  would 
have  been  is  ridiculous  and 
abfurd,  as  it  is  to  imagine, 
that  the  declining*  of  it  could 
poflibly  be  a  motive  for  flgning 
of  treaties  fo.  injurious  to  the 
States -general,  as.  well  as  to 
Great  Britain,  when  neither  of 
them  had  given  the  leail  reafon 
for  fuch  treatment. 
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pragmatic  Sanfiion  (e).  .  By  the  treaty  of  commerce,  thte  Geo- 1: 
^mperor'^  iub)e&s  were  to  have  commercial  advantages  in  1725. 
Spajif*  to  which  no- others  were  entitled :  Spain  was  to  gua-  ■*?? 

ranty  the  Qftend  trade  to  the  £aft>Indies,  and  pay  an  annual 
fob^idy  of  About  four,  millions  of 'pieces  of  eight. 

The  treaty  of  peace  was  not  liablc'to  any  great  objeftion,  . 
tibough' the  article,  by  which  Spain  agreed  to  guaranty  the  ' 
fuccdKon  of  the  Auftrian  dominions,  according  to  the  rrag- 
matic  Sap£HGaii,  gave  fotpe  room  to  fufpedi,  it  was  to  operate 
in  favour  of  Spain.  And  therefore  it  did  not  alarm  the  other 
ftates,  but  it  was  not  the  fame  with  the  treaty  of  commerce, 
which  was  {o  much  to  the  advantage  of  England  and  Hol- 
land, particularly  with  regard  to  the  privilj^ges  granted  to  the 
Oftend  India  company. 

But,  befides  thefe  treaties,  king  George  had  reafon  to  Private 
fufpe£l  that  another,  much  more  repugnant  to  the  intefeft  of  treaty  bc-^ 
Great^Britain«  was  alfo  concluded.     This  fufpicion  Was  af-  J^^^^g^ 
terwards  confirmed,  not  only  by  fome  indifcreet  e^cpreffions  pcnv. 
©f  Ripperda,  but  by  the  moft  pofitive  intelligence  from  dif- 
ferent perfons  all  capable  of  knowing  the  truth,  and  all  con- 
curring in  the  moft  material  fa£ts.     By  this  third  treaty, 
which  was  carefully  concealed,  it   was  declared,  that  the 
Spaniih  minifter  having  reprefented  that  the  king  of  Great- 
Britain  bad  promifed  the  reftitution  of  Gibraltar  and  Port-. 
Mahon,  and  that  the  king  of  Spain  did  infift  upon  it,  the 
jESnperor  would  concur  in  employing  force  for  rcftoring  Gi- 
braltar to  Spain,  if  it  could  not  be  amicably  efFecEled.    Xing. 
George  had  moreover  caufe  to  believe,  that  feveral  other 
points  of  ftill  more  dangerous  confequence  were  fettled  be- 
tween the  emperor  and  Spain,  particularly  that  the  two  arch- 
ducbefles  fliould  be  married  to' the  infants  of  Spain,  and.  that 
means  fhould  be  taken  for  placing  the  Pretender  on  tlic 
Throne.     This  laft  article  the  kfng  was  informed  of  by  a 
perfon  of  great  rank,  veracity  and  credit,  though  the  em- 
peror himfelf  ordered  hisminifters  to  give,  in  his  name,  the 
moft  folemn  denial  of  the  fa£t.     It  muft  indeed  be  owned, 
that  the  duke  of  Bavaria  received  likewife  aflurances  equally 
ftpang  from  the  minifters  of  Vienna,*  that  nothing  had  been. 

;  (e)  By  the  Pragmatic  Sane-  perpetual,  indivilible,  andinfe* 

tion  the  order  of  fucceflion  to  parate  feofiinent  to  the  prime- 

tbe  dominions  of  the  koufe  of  geniture.  Tki^^agma tic  Sane-  ' 

Auftria  is  fettled  on  the  empe^  tion  or  perpetta!  law  was  pub*  * 


taei 


s  heirs  and  facce/Ibrs  of  ei*     liihed  at  Vienna,  Deeegiber  5, 
cr  {cXf  andd«jla|-e4  tq  be  ^    1,724, 

tranf- 


t 
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Geo.  %•  tranladed  l^etvreicii  die  emperor  suid  the  court  of  Madrid* 

1725.    relating  tp  i]^  maMTiage  of  an  aichducbeft  to  a  prince  of 

Spain^  UiQMgb  i^  WF^  afterwards  owned  by  the  imperial  ml- 

nifter;^  gnd  t|i^  ev^ution  fif  it  openly  demanded  by  ichoif  of 

^pain.    Anc)  it  may  here  be  bbferved,  that,  if  th<^  mar- 

riages  had  t^w  place,  ^nd  the  French  king  and  the  prince 

)f  Afturi^  at  that  time,  bpth  princes  of  w^  conftitutions, 

lad  died  without  ifllie,  it  would  baire  laid  the  foundation  foi 

the  moil  formidable  power  ever  known  in  Europe,  by  uni- 

^ng  together  in  oni?  fovereigq  aU  the  dominions  belonging  to 

the  houfes  of  Auftria  and  9ourbon« 

In  confequehce  of  thefe  treaties  between  the  emperor  and 
Spain,  gfjcsit  fums,  amounting  to  about  a  million  fterling, 
yrtre  remitted  in  fix  months,  from  the  figning  of  them  bjf 
$pain,  to  Viennk.  The  court  of  Vienna  gave  immeili^m 
the  neceilary  orders  for  an  augmentation  of  their  own  foiop^ 
with  thirty  thoufand  ineri,  and  took  immediately  inta  theii} 
pay  tt^irty  thoufand  more..  Negotiations  wer(K  fet «  fbotib^ 
engaging  qthe^  powers  in  fupport  gf  their  caufe  }  and  parti* 
larJy  x^uffia^^  by  ^er  acceifion^  was  fp  furniib  ijhiptf  tboiifain^ 
men, 
Tr^tyoi  King  Qeorge,  jui^ly  alarniedi  At  thefe  proceedings,  refeU 
^aitfffer.  yed  to  talce  (uch  precautions,  as  were  likely  tcTd^eat  the  per- 
nicious dipfig^  of  the  new  sdlies.  The  coi^t  gf  Vienna  had 
behaved  wl^  unfommon  cqplnfifs  towards  the  court  ^Lon^ 
don,  ever  fipce  the  acceffion  of  king  CS:eorge.  The  empexocw 
whether  out  of  fome  old  perfonal  enmity  to  Ae  king,  ocfimii 
)ns  Jealoufy  of  feeing  a  prqteftant  princp  of  Gepnany  heceme 
fovereign  of  a  powerful  nation,  behaved  with  great  in££» 
ference,  and  in  a  very  contradif^ry  spanner  towards  him  on 
many  occafions.  He  refufed  to  guaranty  the  fucceffion  in  his 
line,  and  denied  him  the  inveftitur^  of  the  diicbies  of  Bxemeo 
and  Verden,  which  he  had  a  right  to  dem^^nd  a[kid  expe6k^  as 
a  purchafer  and  member  of  the  empire*  T^  (his  may  be  ad- 
i^ed,  the  late  eredion  and  fupport  of  tbe  Oftend  In^a  com* 
pany,  in  violation  of  treaties,  whiph  greatly  MSsded  the 
Britiib  commerce  to  the  Eaft-Indies,  ^d  againft  whidi  the 
whole  nation  msde  loud  complaints.  jJed  by  thefe  motives^ 
the  treaty  of  Hanover  was  proieded  by  king  George,  to 
check  the  ambitious  views  of  the  emperor  and  king  (or  ra- 
ther queen)  of  Spain,  who,  from  being  irreconcileable  cnef* 
mics,  ran  into  eac^  other's  arms  voluntarily,  tying  themfeives 
down  by  treaty  to  the  clofeft  and  fbid^eft  friendihip.  The 
king  fucceeded  in  his  defign,  and  a  treaty  was  concluded  if 
September  between  England,  France^  and  JPniffia,  in  the 

ufual 
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Hiuad  forms  of  a  defenfiye  alliance,  with  a  mutual  guaranty  to  Geo.  L 

proted  the  refpedive  countries  rights  and  privileges,  thofe  of    1725* 

commerce  in  particular,  which  the  parties  enjoyed  or  ought 

to  cnioy,  as  well  out  of  as  in  Europe  ;  which  had  a  view  tp 

the  Oftend  company.     Th^re  vras  nothing  in  the  tceaty  that 

-reflected  direSly  or  implicitly  upon  the  condud:  of  any  other 

power  :  Nor  was  there  any  expref&on  to  be  found  in  it,  nor 

inference  from  it,  or  from  the  confequent  meafures,  to  (hew 

it  was  projeded  to  increafe  the  dominions  and  claims  of  the 

eledorate  of  Hanover,  or  to  involve  Great-Britain  \n  the 

quarrels  of  that  ele£torate,  or  could  give  offence  to  any  but 

.thofe  who  intended  to  offend.     The  treaty  was  to  laft  fifteen 

years.     There  were  three  feparate  articles :  The  firfl  related 

to  the  affair  of  Thorn,  and  was  an  engagement  to  procure 

fatisfa£lion  for  what  had  been  done  contrary  to  the  treaty  of 

Oliva.     By  the  fecond,  the  two  kings  eledors  engaged,  in 

cafe  the  emperor  declared  war  againft  France,  not  only  to 

furnifh  their  quota  of  troops,  but  to  a£t  in  concert  with  his 

mofl  Chriflian  majefly.     By  the  third,  France  confented^ 

that,  if  the  empire  declared  againfl  her,  the  two  electors 

kings  might  furnifh  their  quota,  provided  they  furnifhed  no 

more,  and  fulfilled  their  engagements  to  his  moft  Chriflian 

snajdly. 

Thus  was  concluded  the  treaty  of  Hanover,  which  has 
been  painted  in  more  invidious  colours,  than  any  tranfa^on 
during  the  reign  of  king  George. 

In  the  mean  time  the  duke  of  Bourbon  was  removed  from 
the  adminiflr^tion  of  affairs  in  France  ;  having  received,  as 
he  was  preparinc;  to  follow  the  king  to  Ramboiiillet,  an  order 
to  go  to  Chantilli,  his  country  feat,  and  there  to  ftay  till  fur- 
ther orders.  Prefently  after  the  count  de  St.  Florentine^ 
fecretary  of  flate,  went  to  acquaint  him,  that  the  king  had 
refolved  to  take  the  government  into  his  own  hands ;  which 
he  did  on  the  lOth  of  June,  in  a  council  of  flate  at  Verfailles, 
to  whom  he  made  a  fpeech  fuitable  to  the  occafion.  This 
revolution  in  the  mintftry  of  France  was  generally  fuppofed 
to  be  owing  to  the  intrigues  of  the  court  of  Spain,  who  could 
never  forgive  the  fending  back  the  infanta,  which  they  impu^ 
ted  to  the  influence  of  the  duke  of  Bourbon  on  the  counfels  of 
France.  The  btfhop  of  Frejus,  the  young  king's  preceptor^ 
and  afterwards  cardinal,  had  a  great  hand  in  this  meafure,  in 
order  to  affume  the  poft  of  prime  minifter  himfelf ;  but  he 
affured  Mr.  Horace  Walpole,  the  Britifli  ambaflador  at  the 
court  of  France,  ^  That  the  alterations  in  the  court  of  France, 
of  making  any  in  the  meafures  takea  with  the  king  of 

Great- 
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.Geo.  I.   GreatrBritain^  purAiant  to  the  treaty  of  Hanorer^  wouU  n^ 
1725.    ther  tend  to  the  c^QCcution  of  that  treaty.* 

m  ■  The  kjng  of  FraQce  foon  after  married  the  princefs  Mary^ 

daughter  of  Staniflaus^  .once  jc^ng  of  Poland ;  the  contra£t  for 
the  marriage  being  figned  by  pro^y  in  July. 

The  duke  of  Wharton,  .who  had  ^6led  with  great  extra* 
yaganceand  licentioufnefs  of  alljdndsin  England,  and  ruined 
his  eil^te  there,  having  left  his  country^  went  to  Vienna^ 
whence  he  proceeded  to  Rome,  where  he  was  introduced  by 
the  Spaniih  minifler  to  the  Pretender,  in  whofe  houfe  he  was 
/concealed  for  fix  day3,  and  then  pofted  away  tp  Madrid, 
where  the  baron  de  Ripperda,  his  great  and  intimate  friend, 
iwas  now  in  high  credit  and  favour.  Thither  he  came  with 
credentials  from  the  pretender ;  and,  33  a  public  mark  <^ 
poniidence  in  him,  adornec^  with  a  garter,  and  ^the  title  oif 
Northumberland.  King  Oeorge,  being  infoiincd  of  thefe 
proceedings,  fent  a  letter  under  the  privy-feai  tp  the  iiikc, 
icommanding  him,  upon  his  allegiance,  to  return  forthwith 
to  Great  Britain.  This  letter  being  carried  to  Madrid  by 
Mr.  Crew,  the  meflenger^  it  was  delivered,  on  the  31ft  1:^ 
'  June^  to  the  duke  in  a  coach,  as  he  was  paffing  through  one 
pf  the  ftreets  jn  the  town  ^  but,  as  foon  as  he  was  told  the 
contents  of  it,  he  threw  th^  letter  out  of  the  coaoh,  and 
made  a  great  cla^iour  at  the  ejipecuting  a  fummons  upon  him 
by  a  Britiih  officer  of  juftice,  even  in  jbie  figbt  of  his  Catho^ 
lie  majefty's  palace.  He  likewife  gave  out,  that  he  wouli 
prdfent  a  memorial  upon  it  to  the  king  of  Spain,  and  depiana 
juftice  againft  the  king's  mefienger,  who  brought  him  the  let* 
feu  Colonel  Stanhope,  the  Britifh  roinifter  at  Madrid^ 
hearing  of  this.  Tent  his  fecretary  to  t^e  marquis  de  Paz,  tp 
acquaint  him  with  it.  The  marquis  propnifed  tp  reprdTent 
the  matter  to  his  Catholic  majefty,  and  defired  the  fecretary 
to  return  to  him  the  next  motning,  when  he  afTured  him^ 
that  the  king  of  Spain  knew  nothing  of  the  memorial,  bat 
had  been  informed-  of  what  had  pa&d  with  relation  to  the 
delivery  of  the  letter  of  privy-feal,  and  would  not  in  any 
manner  interpofe  his  authority  in  oppofition  to  that  proceedr 
jng.  The  duke,  about  that  time,  openly  profeflfed  himfelf  a 
Roman  Catholic,  by  making  his  public  abjuration  of  the 
Proteftant  religion  ;  and,  on  the  23d  of  July,  N.  S.  married 
one  of  the  ladies  of  the  queen  of  Spain's  bed-chamber,  1^ 
whofe  intereft  he  obtained  the  pay  of  a  lieutenant-ccdonel.  * 
Tlic  king's      The  king,    having  fettled  affairs  abroad,  fet  out  from 

fz^^to  En-  ^^^^^^^  ^^  '^®  ^8^^  <^f  December,  O.  S.  and  came  to 
gland.       '  Helvoet-Sliiyce^  where  Sir  Joha  Norrifi  .waited  wuh  the 

convoy 
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cottvoy  and  yatchts,  and  where  he  embarked  on  toard  the  Geo*  I.  • 
Carolina  yatcht  on  New-Ycar's-Day,  about  one  in  the  af-  I725-26* 
ternoon.     Towards  feven  that  evening  there  arofe  a  moft    ■         '■. 
violent  ftorm  with  rain  and  hail,  which  feparated  the  (hips 
one  from  anotherj  except  one  man  of  war,  commanded  by 
captain  Dancey,  who  kept  copipany  with  the  king's  yatcht, 
on  board  which  was  Sir  John  Norrls.     The  tempeft  conti- 
nued fo  high,  and  the  fea  fo  boifterous,  for  thirty-fix  hours, 
that  the  whole  fleet  was  irt  the  utmoft  danger.     On  the  3d  ' 
of  January,  the  yatchts  and  men  of  wai*  were  near  Dover  5 
and  one  of  the  yatchts,  with  fome  of  the  king*s  attendants, 
entered  the  river  ;  but  it  iVas  thought  more  advifeable,  that 
the  king  fhould  land  at  Rye,  where  he  arrived  about  noon. 
The  king  went  Immediately  into  the  fmall  boat,  the  tide  be-* 
ins  down  ;  and,  as  fooh  as  he  could  reach  a  horfc,  which 
captain  Pigram  had  brought  him,  he  mounted  it,'  rode  by 
the  wall,'  and   over  the  new   bridge.     The  mayor,    Mr* 
Lambe,  and  the  jurats,  in  their  formalities,  with  the  neigh- 
bouring gentlemen,  attended  the  king,  who  alighted  at  the 
mayor's  houfe,  being  faluted  all  the  way  with  loud  hujiza's 
ana  acclamations.     He  was  extremely  fatigued,  having  eat 
nothing  finc'e  the  day  he  embarked.     The  lord  TownAend^ 
and  his  lady,  who  were  In  the  Mary  yatcht,  kept  company' 
with  the  king,  and  with  fome  difficulty  landed'at  the'  fame ^ 
place.     On  the  4th  of  January,  a  mefle^iger,  difpatchfed  by 
the  l«rd  Townflbend,    arrived  at  the  Cack-pit,  with  thp 
agreeable  news  of  the  king*s  fife  landrng  at  Rye,    from 
whence  be  intended  to  have  ft^t  out  for  London,  on  the  6th  3 
but,  the  roads,  in  that  part  of  the  country  being  unfafe  from-* 
the  fall  of  fnow,  it  was.  found  nec^flary  to  give  prders  fox  the^  - 
clearing  of  the  ways  ;  which  done,  the  i^ing  began  his^jpur*  " 
ney  the  next  day,  and  having  cro0ed  tUe  .water  from  Ry^,  at 
a  place  called  the  Point,  lay  that  night  at  Hythe,  the  next  at'  > 
Si|;ttngburne ;  and  on  the   9th  arrived  in  good  health  at^ 
St.  James's. 

On  the  20th  of.  January. the  pad i;iment  mot,. when  the-Tbe  footth 
king  made,  the  following  fpeech  to  both  boufes  by  the  mouth- ^^^^i^"  ^^ 
o£  the  lord  chancellor  :  ,    ^J*^ 

»  . 

*J  My  lords  and  gentlemen, 

I  HAVE  had  fuch  frequentexperienceof  thawifdom.and 
*  zeal  of  this  parliament  on  many  important  occafion^, 
that  it  is  with  pleafure  1  now  meet  you  again  i  and  I  make  , 
•*  no  dpubtj  but  that  your  endeavours  for  the  good  and  fcr-  * 

vice 
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Geo.    !•  *^  'Vice  of  your  coantry  will  be  a$  Aiccefsful^  as  they  haV6 

JJ25-26.'*  hitherto  been. .  . 

*'  The  diftreilecl  condition  of  fome  of  our  Protcftant  brc- 
^<  thren  abroad,  an^  the  negotiations  and  engagements  en- 
^<  tered  into  by  fome  foreign  powers^  which  feem  to  have 
<<  laid  the  founaation  of  new  troubles  and  difturbances  iii 
*^  Europe,  and  to  threaten  my  fubjefb  with  thelofs  of  feve- 
<^  ral  of  the  moft  advantageous  branches  of  their  trade, 
**  obliged  me,  without  any  Ibfs  of  time,  to  concert  with 
*'  other  powers  fuch  meafures,  as  might  give  a  check  to  the 
''  ambitious  views  of  thofe,  who  are  endeavouring  to  render 
^^  themfelvcs  formidable^  and  put  a  ftop  to  the  farther  pro- 
*<  grefs  of  fuch  dangerous  defigns.  For  th^fe  ends  1  have 
*'  entered  into  a  defenfive  alliance  with  the  nioft  Chriftiari 
*^  king  and  the  king  of  Prul&a,  to  which  feveral  oAct 
^*  powers,  and  particularly  the  States^geiieral,  have  been 
*'  invited  to  accede  1  and  I  have  hot  the  leaft  reafon  to  doubt 
<^  of  their  concui-rence.  T^his  treaty  fhall  in  a  Ihoft  time 
^'  be  laid  before  you.  Sy  thefe  nieahs,  and  by  your  fup- 
<^  port  and  affiftance,  I  truft  in  God,  I  {ball  be  able  not  only 
*^  to  fecure  to  my  own  fubjeds.the  enjoymeht  of  many  va- 
*<  luable  rights  and  privileges.  long  fiQce  acquired  for  them 
**  by  the  moft  folemh  treaties,  but  efie^ually  to  preferve  the 
**  peace  and  balance  of  Europe,  the  only  view  and  end  of 
<^  all  my  eiideavoiirs* 

^^  Gentlemen  of  the  hou(e  of  cothtnons^ 

**  I  have  drdei-ed  the  eftimates  for  the  fervice  ot  this  year 
^'  to  be  prepared  and  laid  before  you,  which,  from  an  un^ 
*^  willingnefs  I  always  have  to  put  my  fubjedts  to  an  extraor* 
**  dinary  expence  by  any  unneceflary  precautions,  a^e  formed 
*<  upon  the  foot  of  employing  no  greater  number  of  forces, 
^^'  than  was  thought  neceilary  the  laft  year ;  for  which,  iif 
^<  the  fupplies  you  give,  (hall  b^  fully  and  effisduallv  raifed, 
^^  I  fhall  be  enabled  to  have  a  ftrong  fleet  at  fea  early  in  the 
<*  fpring.  If  the  pofture  of  aflFairs  mail  at  any  time  make  it 
^^  neceuary  to  augment  our  maritime  force^  I  confide  fo  in* 
^<  tirely  in  the  zeal  and  afFedion  of  my  parliament,  that  I 
^^  aflure  myfelf  you  will  enable  me  to  make  fuch  an  addition 
^^  to  the  number  of  feamen,  as»  (hall  be  found  requifitc* 

><  My  lords  and  gentlemen^ 

**  It  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  the  enemies  to  my  govern- 
ed ment  will  conceive  hopes,  that  fotne  favourable  opportu- 

"  Hity 


6F   EN  G  L  ANI>;  ^j\ 

^*  hitr  for  renewine  their  attempts  may  offer,  from  tbe  proi-  Geo.  h 

*^  fcSt  of  new  troubles  and  commotions.    They  are  already  1725*26 

^  rery  bufy  by  their  inftruments  and  emiflaries  in  thole     1      — 

*<  cburts,  whofemeafures  feem  moft  to  fovour  their  purpofes, 

**  ip  folliciting  and  promoting  the  caufe  of  tbe  pretender* 

*^  But  I  perfuade  myfelf,  notwithftanding  the  countenance 

**  and  encouragement  they  may  have  received^  or  flatter 

*f  themfelves  with,  the  provifion  you  Ihall  make  for  the 

*^  fafety  and  defence  of  the  kingdom,  will  effe^ally  fecure 

^*  us  from  any  attempts  from  abroad,  and  render  all  fuch 

^  proje<&  vain  and  abortive* 

^^  When  the  world  (hall  fee,  that  you  will  not  fuffer  the 
*^  Britifli  crown  and  nation  to  be  menaced  and  infulted^ 
**  thofe,  who  moft  envy  tbe  prefent  happinefs  and  tranquil- 
^*  lity  of  this  kingdom^  and  tie  endeavouring  to  make  us 
^^  fubfervient  to  thenr  ambition,  will  confider  their  own  in- 
^^  tereft  and  circumllances,  before  they  make  any  attempt 
^*  upon  fo  brave  a  people,  ftrengthened  and  fupportec!  by 
<«  prudent  and  powerful  alliances,  and,  though  defirous  to 
*^  preferve  the  peace,  able  and  ready  to  defend  themielves 
^^  againft  the  efforts  of  all  aggreflbrs.  Such  refolutioiis,  anci 
*^  fuch  meafures,  timely  taken,  I  am  lacisfied,  are  the  mo^ 
*^  effedual  means  of  preventing  a  war,  and  continuing  to  us 
*<  the  blcffings  of  peace  and  profperity/' 

Addrdles  fuitable  to  the  fpeech  were  prefented  by  bothPraeeeabfi 
liouires,  and  the  commons  proceeded  to  confider  of  the  fup-  ^  ^^  «^'' 
ply.     The  redufHon  of  the  four  thoufand  additional  troops 
was  again  tnfifted  on^  and  particularly  by  Mr.  Pulteney,  who 
now  fet  hinfielf  up  to  oppofe  every  motion  of  the  court;  but» 
after  a  warm  debate^  the  fame  number  of  land-forces,  18,264. 
men,  and  the  fame  provifion  for  them,  were  voted.    A  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  Pulteney  for  a  committee  to  ftate  the  public       ^ 
debtSy  from  tbe  year  1714  to  1725,  was  rejeSed  by  262 
againft  89.    It  was  obierved,  that  moft  of  the  Tories  then 
in  the  houfe  were  againft  it. 

The  ti'caties  of  Hanover  and  of  Vienna  being  laid  beforeDetntesM 
the  commons,  they  were  debated  by  a  fu)l  houfe  of  420  mem»thctreacriCT 
bers.    No  ftranger  was  admitted  except  the  earl  of  March- ^jy^JoS 
mont,  who  had  been  a  plenipotentiary  at  Cambray.  Mr.  Ho- 
race Walpole,  ambailador  at  the  court  of  France,  opened 
the  debate  with  a  long  fpeech,  fetting  forth  the  ftate  of  a^Tairt 
in  Europe  from  the  peace  of  Utrecht  to  the  prefent  time. 
He  took  notice,  *  That,  finoe  his  majefty*s  acceffion  to  the 
throne,  his  conftant  care  and  endeavours  had  been  to  fettle 

the 
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Geo.    h  the  balance  of'  pawtp  on  i  rolid  fimftdation,  add  to  prtterm 

1 725-26.  and  feciirc  the  tranqoility  of  Chrifteridom  j  to  pft>te6l  aaf 
.  defend  th«  Proteftant  caufe,  and  promote  the  honour  and  in- 
tereft  of  his  Britffli  fubjeds.     That,  -vrtth  tKefe  great  views, 
hfe  majefty  was  become  mediator  and  guarantee  both  of  thtf 
Rirrier  Treaty  concluded  in  1 715,  and  oif  a  convention' 
ntede  in  f/ii^  for  the  execution  of  that  treaty,  between  thd 
cfripcror  and  the  States-General  of  thtf  United-Provinces.  Ill 
the  year  1 7 16,  his  m'ajefty  conclucfed  a  defenfiv^   alliance 
vAth  the  emperor;  knd,  in  I7t7,  atnother  with    the  mbft 
Chriftian  king  and  the  States- General ;  the  ge'miine  defign  of* 
both  which  treaties  was  only  to  prefer ve  the  ^ubli^  rcpofe  of 
Chriftendom,  eftaWifhedby  the' peace  of  U^^recht,  to  gua-* 
ranty  the  fucceffion  to  the  crown  oPGreat-Brita&v  in  therfo^' 
teftant  line.   In  order  to  fortify  allthefe  treaties,  and  to  ex-* 
tinguiOi  the  war,  the  Spaniards  had  kindled  in' Italy,  his  ma-' 
jcfty,  in  ijiSy  mddk  a  c6nventioh  with  the  moff  Chriftiari' 
king,  for  propofing  ultimate  condifittns  6f  pcface  betw&n  die' 
emperor  and  thfe' king  of  Spain,  and  between  his  imperial 
majcfty  and  the  (then)  king  of  Sicily.     This  convention 
was,  a  few  days  after,  followed  by  a  treaty'  of  alliance  be- 
tween the  emperor,  the  king  of  Great-Fritain,  -ahd  flie  mofif 
Chriftian  king,  which,  by  their  miriiftcrs,  was  concluded  al^ 
London,  and  figned  the  22d  of  July  rfiS'j  smd  in  which  the* 
States-General  were  named  as  one  of  the  contra£ting  parties 
(upon  a  fuppofitiori  that  they  Vi^lfl'cbme  into  it^  from 
whence  this  treaty  was  named  thie  •Qjiadruple  AUtlfhce.     A^ 
few  months  after,  the  king  of  Sicily  wds  admittTed  iiito  this 
treaty  ;  and  at  length  the  king  of  Spain  himfelf  wis  ftrbed  td 
accede  to  it,  which  was  mainly  owing  t6  the  genCrottsaffif- 
tance,  which  his  Britannic  majefty  gave  thIe  em{)e^ot  in^the 
Mediterranean,     There  remaining  fome  points  ftill  contro- 
verted between  the  emperor  arid  kfng  of  Spain,  the  famrf 
v^-ere  referred  to  be  amicably  determined  in  a  cohgrefs,  whicb 
Was  a^erwards  opened  at  Cambray,  under  the  mediation  of 
his  Britannic  majefty  and  the  moft  Chriftiari  kiti|;.     By  rca*- 
fon  of  feveral  difficulties  induftrioufly  raifed  by  tne  Courts  of 
Vienna  and  Madrid,  the  great  pains-taken  for  three  ycai*s  b/ 
the  minifters  mediators,  proved  unfuccefsful,  andtitjaftth^ 
congrefs  was  fuddenljr  diflblved,  upon  advice,  that  the  em- 
peror and  the  king  of  5pain  had  fecretly  adjufted  the  diP* 
ferenccs  between  them,  and  concluded  a  treaty  of  peace  arf 
Vienna.     This  unexpeded  event  occafioiicd  no  fmall  fur- 
prize,  and  raifed  jcaloufies,  which  appeared  to  be  thcbettef 
grounded,  whcxi  it  was  known,  that  riie  treaty  of  peace  was 
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foon  folloMTed  by  *  treaty  of  commerce,  the  main  defign  of  Geo.  L 
which  was  to  f^i^port  and  coul^tenancc  thcEaft  India  company,  1725-261 
fome  y^ars  before  eftabliflied  at  Oftend,  by  granting  to  the  -*• 
inhabitants  of  the  Auftrian  Netherlands  greater  privileges, 
both  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  than  were  ever  granted 
either  to  the  EngHft  or  Duteh^  which  vifibly  tended  to  the 
inctre  rfiin  of  many  valuable  branches  df  our  trade,  and  wafc 
contrary  to  feveral  fo)tmn  treaties  ftill  in  force;    His  majeftyj 
ever  watchfli)  for  the  rntjereft  of  his  Britiih  fubjefts,  had-  can-  ' 
led  lit ely  reprefentationfs  tof  be  made  againft  the  treaty  of 
commerce,  both  to  the'  6mpero^  and  king  of  Spain,     At  the 
court  of  Madrid,  thefc  compbiiits  were  received  with  cold*  *; 
iicfs  s   and  at  that  of  Viehria,  with  HifFnels  and  haughtinefs,  * 
even  to  fijch  a  degree,  that  the  imperial  minifters  did  not  * 
ftrck  to  mfiviuaie,  that,  if  his  Britannic  majefty  pcrfifted'  in 
bis  r«rohltion  to  takemeafur^s  in  oppofition  to  the  treaties  of 
Vienna,  his  iftipeital  i^s^efty  would  hot  only  think  himfeffdif-  • 
leagaged  from  the  guaranty  of  the  Proteftant  fuccciHonto  th&^ 
tcvown  of  Great-Britain,  bat  that  the  feme  might  be  attendfed  * 
with  confluences  iil  ^clatfem  to  hifr  majefty's  dominiois  iti  \ 
Germany.     Thefe  iniuhing  menaces  made  no  impredion  on 
bb  m^ttky'9fitmnebi  nor  dcterr^  him  from  his  fixed  refolu- 
tic«»  of  concerting  witA  6th*r  powers  fuch  meafufes,  asm^ht 
gite  a  check  to  the  aiwbttteu^  vi^^  of  thofe,  who  endcavou-  ' 
rod  to  fender  ihemfelves  formidable.     Tiicfe  measures  fecthed 
tQ'bo  the  more  nfecefary,  b^caufe  there  were  juft  grounds  to 
believe,  that  theunfbrefeen  reconciliation  of  the  emperor  and  ' 
king  of  Spain  wsrs- oiling  tO'  the  conftant  view  of  the  honfe  of 
Auftrisr^  orfrendelirig  the  imperia}  dignity  hereditary  m  their 
famil^'h     Ih  order  to  that,  it  might  reafonably  be  fuppofed, ' 
tbat  the  treaties  of  Vienna  v/ere  to  be  cemented  by  a'match 
between'  the  tffijp4vot*8  eWeft  daughter  and  the  infant  Don* 
Carlos.     It  was  eafy  to  forerce  the  confequencfes  of  fuch  a 
Diatrfarge^    For  thd  iflue  malfe,   that   might  come  from  it, 
rhfght,  in  time,  be  poffeffed  not  only  of  all  the  hereditary  do- 
minions belonging  to  the  houfl^of  Auflria,  and  of  the  impe- 
rial dignity,  but  alfo  of  all  the  dominions  of  the  Spanifh  mo-- 
narchy;    wfcich  would  entirely  overthrow  the  balance  of 
|joW€r,  and' rendcr*the  lib^tfrties  of  all  the  reft  of  Europe  very 
precarious.    This  fuppofifion  would  appear moi^e  than  pioba^ 
bte'  to  any  ooe^  -who  confidered  that  there  was  fcarce  any 
Other  ^my  of  accou4iting,  either  for  the  king  of  Spain's  break- 
ing^hroagb  fofenrn  treaties  with  Great- Britain,  in  favour  of 
the empc/or^sfubje^s  in  theNctherlanda  3  or  for  the  empcror*s 
forgetting  io  fiir  thfli  obligations  he  had  to  Great-Britain  and 
•  Vo4.  XIX.  M  m  Hoi- 
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Geo  I    Holland,  as  to  enter  into  cngaecmcntt  to  affift  Spam  toward 
I  '7ic\6.  the  recovery  of  Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  and  to  pcrfift  in  fup- 

7^^        porting  and  countenancing  the  Oftcnd  company,  eftabiilhed 
L  '^         ^ith  no  other  view,  than  to  deprive  the  fubje^  of  the ma-» 

*  t'liimt  powers  of  feveral  of  the  moft  advantageous  branches 

:  of  their  trade.    In  order  to  give  a  timely  check  to  the  further 

progrefs  of  fuch  dangerous  defigns,  his  majcfty^-  in  his  great 
'  wifdom,  had  entered  into  a  defenfive  alliance  with  the  moft 

Chriftian  king  and  the  k'mg  of  Prui&a,  to  which  feveral  other 
powers,  and  particularly  the  States-General,  bad  been  in-*J 
vited  to  accede.  The  States  of  Holland  had  dready  done  it ; 
and  it  was  not  to  be  doubted,  but  their  example  would  foon 
be  followed  by  the  other  United  Provinces.  The  mab  ^ew 
ct  this  alliance  was  to  maintain  and  preferve  the  public  repofe 
^nd  tranquillity  of  Cbriftendom,  and  to  fecure  to  eachcontra&- 
ing  party  the  poflefflbn  of  their  refpedive  dominions  and  ter- 
ritories, with  the  rights,  immunities,  and  advantages,  par- 
"^  ticulatly  thofe  relating  to  trade,  which  their  fubjeds  enjoyed, 

or  ought,  by  treaties,  to  enjoy.  And,  as  his  ^  majefty  ever 
had  a  particular  concern  for  the  proteftant  intereft,  fO|^  out  of 
his  royal  and  tender  compafikm  for  the  diftrefled  condition  of 
fOmc  oif  our  Proteftant  brethren  in  Poland,  his  majefty  had 
not .  only  interpofed  his  good  offices  in  the  moft  preffing  man- 
zier  in  their  favour,  but  had  taken  die  occafion  of  the  de(eo« 
five  alliance  made  at  Hanover,  to  engage,  by  a  feparate  ar* 
tide,  the  moft  Chriftian  king  and  the  king  of  Pruffia,  who, 
together  with  his  majefty,  arc  guarantees  of  the  treaty  of 
Oliva,  to  fee  it  maintained  and  obferved  in  its  full  extoic, 
and  to  caufe  reparation  to  be  made  for  what  may  have  been 
done'  at  Thorn  contrary  to  that  treaty.  He  concluded  with 
an  encomium  upon  his  majefty*s  wifdom,  care,  vigilance, 
'  {|eadinefs,  and  refolution  in  the  conduA  of  all  thefe  weighty 
a^d  important  affairs. 

' .  Mr.  Walpole's  fpeech  occafioned  a  great  debate.  A  mem* 
l)cr  having  iiiggefted,  that  it  was  to  b«  fuppofed,  the  king  of 
Spain  did  not  feem  to  grant  any  further  privileges  to  the  em- 
peror's fubje^s  in  the  Netherlands,  than  what  had  been 
granted  to  the  Englifti,  and  other  moft  favoured  nations;  he 
was  anfwercd,  by  colonel  Bladen,  who  pointed  to  the  fccond 
article. of  the  treaty  of  commerce  of  Vienna,  whereby  it  was 
I  cxprefsly  fiipulated,  *  That  the  fliips  of  vrar,  and  merchant- 

fllips  belonging  to  the  contracting  parties,  or  their  fubjcfls, 
fiipuld  be  allowed  full  liberty  to  frequent  the  harbours,  coaftsi 
arvJ  provinces  of  each  other  ;^  naming  particularly  the  Eaft- 
In^cs.  and  withou$  any  exception  as  to  the  Spantfh  Weft-. 
'i         '   '  ...     Jo^ 
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Oldies,  or  any  reftraint  on  the  ihips  of  war  and  merchant->Geo.  J. 
Ihips,  than  not,  «  to  buy  any  thing  befidies  viAuals  and  ma- 1723-26- 
terials  for  repairing  their  (hips  \*  which  implied  a  permiffion.-— — . 
to  vend  their  merchandizes  for  ready  money  s  fo  it  was  ma-* 
nifeft,  that  the  fubjeds  of  the  Auftriaa  Low-Countries  were 
allowed  more  extenfive  privileges  than,  ever  had  been  granted. 
to  any  other  nation,  contrary  to  feveral  treaties  in  force  be* 
tween  the  crowns  of  Great*6ritain  and  Spain. 

Colonel  Bladen  having  cleared  this  important  pointy  Mr* 
Daniel  t^ultcney  made  a  long  fpeech,  wherein  having  made 
his  •bfenrations  on  moft  of  the  points  mentioned  by  Mr^ 
Horace  Walpole,  he  infinuated,  that  the  fubjed-matter  of 
this  day's  debate  was  of  the  greateft  importance,  and  therefore. 
they  ought  maturely  to  confider  of  it,  before  they  came  ta 
any  refolution  upon  it.  He  was  fupported  by  Mn  Shippen^ 
who  raifed  the  main  objeftion  to  the  treaty  of  Hianover,  That . 
it  would  engage  die  Britiih  nation  in  a  war  for  the  defence  of 
his  majefty's  dominions  in  Germany,  contrary  to  an  exprefa 
provifion  made  for  the  fecuring  our  religion^  laws,  and  liber*^ 
ties,  in  the  *  ad  for  further  limitation  and  fucceffion  of  the 
crown  in  the  Proteftant  line ;'  which  being  the  bafis  and 
foundation  of  the  prefent  fettlement,  was  become  part  of  ouc 
conftitution,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  facred  and  inviolable, 
'I^hey  were  anfwened  by  Mr.  Pelham,  who  urged,  that  the 
true  meaning  and  intent  of  that  limitation  was  not  wholly  and 
for  ever  to  deprive  his  majefty's  foreign  dominions  of  any  aT* 
fiftance  from  this  nation ;  for,  if  fo,  his  majefty,  in  that  re* 
fped,  would  be  in  a  worfe  condition  upon  his  acceilion  to  the 
Briti£h  throne  than  he  was  before  ;  but  only  to  reilrain  the 
fovereign,  for  the  future,  from  engaging  the  nation,  at  his 
pleafure^  in  a  war  for  the  defence  of  any  dominions  not  be* 
longing  to  the  crown  of  England,  ^  without  the  confent  of 
parliament  ;'  to  whom  the  legiflature  wifely  left  to  judge  and 
detetinine.  Whether  fuch  a  war  was  juft  and  neccflary  or  no  I 
Concluding,  that,  for  his  own  part,  he  was  fully  of  opinion, 
that,  if,  in  the  prefent  junfture  and  circumftances  of  afFairs, 
his  majefty's  foreign  dominions  (hould  be  attacked  or  infulted^ 
this  nation  ought  to  ftand  by  and  fupporc  his  majefty  againft  all 
bis  enemies  whatfoever.  And  therefore  he  moved,  *  That 
an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  majefty,  to  return  his 
majefty  the  thanks  of  this  houfc  for  his  great  goodnefs  in 
communicating  the  treaties  of  peace  and  commerce  concluded 
between  the  emperor  and  the  king  of  Spain,  and  the  de* 
frnfive  all  ance  between  his  majefty,  the  moft  Chriftian  king, 
and  the  king  of  P^uffia.   To  exprefs  our  juft  fenle  of  bis  ma- 

.  .  .    M  m  2  j*%'^ 


548  THE    M  I  S  r  OR  Y 

Geo.  L  jefly  concern  for  the  batance  of  power  in  Europe,  and  the 
1725*26.  Proteftant  religion;  and,  above  all  our  unfeigned  gratkuile 
for  his  earneft  aAd  feafonable  care  of  the  particuTar  intereftsr 
of  his  Briti(h  fabjeds,  by  forming  and  entering  into  the  de« 
ftnfive  alliance  with  the  moft  Chriflian  king  and  the  king  of 
Fruffia>  moT'der  toobviate  Imd  difappoint  the  dangerous  vtewr 
and  confe()iience$  of  the  treaty  of  peace  betwixt  A^  emperor 
and  the  king  of  Spain  ;  and  to  preferve  the  many  valuable 
rights  and  privileges  of  this  nation  againft-the  fet*l  tendency 
of  the  faid  treaty  of  comm^rce»  calculated*  for  the-intirc  dc- 
ftru&ion  of  the  Britilh  tradfe,  in  breach  of  feveral  folemn  trea* 
ties  now  in  force*  To  aclcnowledge  his  niajefty's  prudence 
and  refoliitioqt  in  not  letting  any  attempts  or  inftnuationa 
whatfcever  divert  hismajefty  from  conHiiting  and  fteadity  pur^^ 
{uing  the  true  intereft  of  thefe  his  kingdoms ;  and  to  afiure  bi» 
majefty,  that  in  juftice  and  vindication  of  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  Bridfh  crown,  this  houfe  will  efitedually  ftand< 
by  and  fupport  his  majefty  againft  all  infults  and  attacks,  that 
any  pcince,  or  power,  in  refentment  of  the  juft  meafures^ 
which  his  majefty  has  fo  wifely  taken,  (hall  make  upon  any 
of  his  majefty's  territories  and  dominions,  though  not  bdong- 
iag  to  the  crown  of  Great-Britain  (a)/ 
.  This  motion  being  at  laft  approved  by  a  mafority  ef  29{ 
againft  107,  the  addrefa  was  prefented  on  the  r9th  of  FUirifr* 
ary,  to  which  the  king  returned  this  anfwer. 

*  Gentlemen^ 

^  I  return  you  my  thanks  for  this  particular  mark  of  your 
duty,  afFeclion,  and  confidence  in.  me.  Vour  afltirances  pot 
to  fuffcr  my  foreign  dominions  to  be  cxpofed  or  infulted,  01^ 
account  of  the  meafure^I  have  taken  for  the  intereft  of  thefe 
kingdoms,  will,  I  hope,  be  a  oie^ans  to  preferve  the  peace 
and  tranquillity  of  Europe.  I  have  no  views  of  ambition  to 
gratify  i  I  have  no  thought  of  aggrandizing  mytelf,  or  ex- 
tending any  partsof  my  dominions  at  the  bayard  4nd  e^cpence 
of  the  other  ;  and,  as  my  honour  is  the  common  caufe  and 
concern  of  my  fubje£ls,  their  particular  interefts  {hall^  upon 
all  occa^ons,  be  my  conftant  care.' 


(a)  Mr.PuIteneyfpokeagainft 
.this  ^notion,  and,  among  other 
things,  faid,  *  That  the  impe- 
rial court's  backwardnefs  in 
granting  the  inveftiture  for  Bre- 
jnen  and  Verden,  might  have 
^eea^one  of  the  motives  to  foae 


late  meafures.'  Upon  this.  Sir 
Robert  Walpolc  afTured  the 
houfey  that  the  king  might  lone 
ago  have  had  the  inveftitore,  if 
he  would  have  paid  the  exor- 
bitant fees,  that  w^fe  demanded 
for  it.  The 
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The  lords  took  likewife  into  coniidei^tion  the  three  trea-  Geo.  !• 
a&iy  which  had  been  laid  before  the>m:  The.  lord  Townfheod  1^2^-26* 
opened  the  debate,  and  concluded  with  a  motion  much  to  ■ 
the  fame  purpofe  with  that  of  Mr.  PeJham  in  the  houfe  of  I^cbateon 
commom.  He  was  fecondcdby  the  duke  of  Newcaftle,  who  'ue'^*"& 
acquainted  the  houfe  with  a  remarkable  palTage  out  of  a  letter  of  lords, 
from  Mr.  Stanhcipe,  bid;  majefly's  niinilter  in  Spain,  '  That 
in  a  private  converfadon,  the  duke  of  Ripperda  had  not  fcrur- 
pled  to  own,  that,  btfides  what  had  already  been  coinniunl-< 
cated  to  him  about  the  late  treaties  of  Vienna,  there  werefliU 
ibme  other  fecret  articles,  which  in  due  time  {liould  be  mad^ 
jHiblic,  whereby  the  contracting  parties  mutiially  engaged  to 
affiil  each  other  with  a  certain  number  of  troops,  in  order  to 
iiipport  theOftend  company,  and  to  recover  Gibraltar.'  The 
duke  being  aflced,  whether  he  would  produce  that  letter?  He 
£iid.  He  had  not  the  King's  commands  for  it,  but  was  only 
left  at  liberty  to  take  notice  of  what  he  had  mentioned.  Upon 
ibis  the  lord  Lechmere  obfcrved,  that  no  firefs  could  be  laid 
on  an  information,  that  did  not  come  regularly  and  in  form 
before  the  houfe  :  That  befides  it  was  ufual  with  miniflccs 
of  ftate  fometimes  to  drop  things,  that  have  no  reality,  in 
common  converfation,  only  to  found  thofe,  with  whom  thejr 
negotiate.  That,  the  treaties,  that  had  b^en  communicated 
to  theraf  being  a  matter  of  the  greateft  importance,  they 
ought  to  proceed  in  it  with  the  utmoft  f;aution  and  matureft 
deliberation }  and  therefore  he  was  of  opinion,  they  ought 
to  take  fome  time  to  confider  of  it,  and  adjourn  the  de^ 
bate  to  another  day.  He  was  anfwered  by  the  earl  of  Scar- 
borough i  and,  the  queftion  being  put  upon  the  motion  for 
an  addrefs,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  by  a  majority 
of  one. 

After  this  the  lord  Lechmere  flood  up,  and  declared, 
*  That  be  would  go  as  far  as  any  member  of  that  illuftrioujs 
aflembly,  in  vindicating  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  Britiih 
crown)  and  in  fupporting  and  defending  his  majefly's  perfon 
and  government.  That,  as  their  prefent  and  future  happi* 
Befs  depended,  next  under  God,  on  the  fettlement  of  the 
crown  of  thefe  realms  on  his  majefty  and  his  royal  ifllie,  they 
ought  to  be  ejctremely  cautious  of  any  the  leail  derogation 
from  the  a<S):  of  parliament,  by  which  that  happy  fettlement 
was  made  5  and  therefore  he  was  of  opinion,  and  moved, 
that  to  the  refolucion  for  an  addrefs  the  following  words  be 
added  : 

'*  This  houfe  not  doubting  but  your  majefty,  in  your  great 
^'  wifdom  and  juflicc  to  thefe  your  kingdoms,  will  always 
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Geo.  I.  ^*  prcfcrvcto  them  the  full  and  intirc  benefit  of  the  provUion 
'  1 725*26.  **  made  for  the  furthci*  fecuring  our  religion,  laws,  and  libcr- 
•  *'  tics,  by  an  aft  pailed  in  the  12th  and  13th  years  of  Ac 
•*  reign  of  his  late  majcfty  king  William  III,  of  glorious  mc- 
*'  mory,  whereby  it  is  enafted.  That,  in  cafe  the  crown 
<<  and  imperial  dignity  of  this  realm  ihall  hereafter  come  to 
^  any  perfon,  not  being  a  native  of  this  kingdom  of  Eng* 
^'  land,  this  nation  be  not  obliged  to  engage  in  any  war  for 
*'  the  defence  of  any  dominions  or  territorries,  which  do  not 
*^  belong  to  the  crown  of  England,  without  the  confent  of 
<*  parliament.**    But  this  motion  was  rejected. 

The  addrefs,  in  fubftance  the  fame  with  that  of  the  com« 
mons,  was  prefented  by  the  houfe  of  lords  in  a  body,  on  the 
x8th  of  Februrary,  and  received  the  like  anfwer. 
Mr.  Himp-  On  the  2d  of  March,  a  petition  from  Richard  Hampden, 
den'i  aflSOr.  late  trcafurer  of  the  navy,  and  knight  of  the  fhire  for  the 
county  of  Bucks,  was  prefented  to  the  commons  by  Sir  Wil- 
liam Vonge,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to  impower  the 
commiffioners  of  the  treafury  to  compound  with  the  petitioner 
{of  his  debt  to  the  crown  (b).  Sir  Robert  Walpole  having 
acquainted  the  houfe,  that  the  king  had  given  his  confent 
that  they  might  do  as  they  thought  fit,  the  petition  was  taken 
into  confideracion.  It  was  fatd  by  Mr.  Onflow  the  fpeaker, 
and  fome  others,  *  That,  out  of  regard  to  his  antient  family^ 
and,  in  particular,  in  confideration  of  his  great  grand-father, 
John  Hampden,  who  made  a  moft  noble  and  courageous 
ftand  againft  arbitrary  power,  in  oppoiing  fhrp-money,  and 
fell  the  firft  viflim  in  the  glorious  caufe  of  liberty,  they  were 
for  having  fomething  done  for  his  relations.'  His  wife  and 
brother  prefented .  petitions,  fctting  forth  the  diftreft  they 
would  be  reduced  to,  by  the  deficiency  Mr.  Hampden  was 
charged,  without  relief  from  the  houfe;  Thcfe  petitions  oc- 
cafioning  a  debate.  Sir  William  Yongc  took  notice,  *  That 
Mr.  Hampden's  deficiency  had,  in  fome  meafure,  b^n  occa- 
fioned  by  a  general  calamity  :  That  he  had  already  done  all 
that  lay  in  his  power  to  make  it  up  :  That,  however,  finoe 
neither  bis  lady,  nor  his  brother,  had  any  ways  been  ac- 
ccfTary  to  his  misfortunes,  it  was  unreafbnable  and  unjuft  to 
involve  them  in  his  offence  and  its  punifhment:  That  his  real 
and  patrimonial  eflate  amounted  to  about  2zool.  a  year,  one 

(b)    His    debt  was  at  firft  about  half  the  debt,  fo  the  re* 

91;, 256  1.  but  he  had  delivered  mander   was    about  48,000!. 

'  111.  by  Soiitb-Sca  ilock,    fob-  His  paternal  eftate  was  abovt 

fchptions,  and  other  fecurities,  2000 1.  a  year* 

full 
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full  half  of  ^ich  was  fettled  for  a  jointure  to  his  wife,  who  Geo.  1/ 
brought  hiiji]^  near  ii^ocol.  in  marriage»  befides  an  annuity  1725-26; 
of  200 1.  per  annum  during  her  life,  for  her  feparate  ufe ;  all         i  '   ■* 
which  fettlements  ought  to  be  fecured  to  her  :  That  ei^hei^ 
M[r»  Richard  HampdeiHj^  pr  bis  brother,  may  have  iiTue  male ; 
'^od,  in  confideratioa  of  the  £^nal  feryices,  at  divers  times. 

Krformed  by  their  iUuftrious  anceftors^  ibine  provifion  fhould 
made  fofr  their  pofte^ity  out  of  the  family  eftate/  And 
therefore  he  q^oyed,  that  ^  bill.be  brought  in  for  '  veiling  the 
real  and  perfpoal  eftat^s  of  K.ichard  Hampden  in  truftees^/or 
making  fome  provifion  for  bis  wile  and  family,  and  for  the 
better  fecuring  the  deb(  due  from  him  to  the  crowq.'  Bu{: 
Mr^  Clayton  and  fome  b^ber  gentlemen  reprefented,  that,  if 
this  affair  went  (hrough  the  uAial  tedious  c<)urfe  of  extent^  ia 
the  Exchequer,  great  part  of  Mr.  Hampden's  eftate  would 
be  confumed  in  law  e^pences^  fo  that  the  crown  would  not 
get  200 1.  a  year  out  of  it.  And  therefore  they  propofed,  that 
the  eftate  fhould  be  divided  into  two  equid  parts,  one  pf  wl{ich 
fhould  be  allotted  as  a  provifion  for  his  ijj^fe  and  family,  and 
the  other  half  immediately  fold  pfF,  towards  fatisfying  the  d^bt 
due  from  him  to  the  crown.  Many  men^beis  (hewed,  their 
approbation  of  his  propofal  9  but  the  majority  were  for  Sir 
William  Yonge's  motion  ;  and  a  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
brought  in,  wl^ich  afterwards  pailed  into  a  law. 

Upon  a  petition  of  Daniel  Campbell,  «icn)^^^  of  parlia-  Cimpbdl 
ment  for  GlaJTgow,  for  fatisfaftion  for  his  damagea,  \iy  the  °^J^^^ 
rioters  in  that  ci^,  a  bill  pafied  in  his  favour  -,  and  fne  fatis-  fetisfaaion 
fadion  given  him  was  laid  upon  the  place,  where  th^  crime  for  hit 
was  committed,  by  an  aft  for  an  impofition  of  two  pennies  ^*'P"^? 
Scots,  upon  ail  ale  and  beer  brewed  in  the  city  of  Glafgow. 
However,  the  mal^-tax  was  thought  fo  great  a  grievance  in 
Scotland,'  that  the  convention  of  the  royal  boroughs  prefented 
an  addrefs  by  John  Campbell,  ipepiper  for  Edinburgh,  in 
which,  though  they  difavowed  the  conducl  of  the  Glafgow 
men,  they  remonftrated  againft  that  tax,  ^  as  a  burthen  too 
heavy  for  their  country  to  bear  ;'  and  afterwards  petitioned 
the  commons  concerning  it  ^  as  did  likewife  the  ttdiqi  qf 
Renfrew,  BamfF,  ^e^ 

On  the  24.th  of  March,  Sir  Paul  Methuen,  knight  of  the  The  king** 
Bath,  delivered  the  followinc:  meilaee  from  the  king  to  the  n>«^R«  *^f 

y        rl     c  &     .     .    O  •  9  an  extra- 

nOUfe  of  commons  :     ■  ordinary 

'  His  majeily  having  nothing  more  at  heart,  than  an  earned  fuppiy. 
fdefire  to  fecure  to  his  own  iubjeds  the  full  and  free  enjoy- 
ment of  their  trade  and  navigation,  and  in  the  beft  manner  to 
'  prevent   and  fxufbatt  fuch  defigns,  as  ^have  been   formed 

*M  m  4  againft 
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Geo.  I.  agauilt  the  particular  intereft  of  this  nation^  and  the  gesonl 
l725-z6*  peace  of  Europe,  has  found  it  peceff^ry,  jiot  only  to  augment 
his  maritjinie  force,  but  to  concert  fuch  other  meaiiires,  a& 
may  moft  e£Fe£luaIIy  conduce  to  thefe  deiir*^bje  ends  :  And^ 
as  thefe  fervices  will  require  fome  e;^traordinary  expen«e,r-lii* 
jnaje%  hopes  be  flaall  be  enabled,  by  the  affiAancc  of  par- 
lianient,  to  increafe  the  number  of  ft^amen  already  voted  an4 
granted  for  the  fervice  of  this  year^  and  to  enter  into^  and 
jcnake  good  fuch  enga|;ements,  as  the  circumffances  and  e^r 
gency  of^fFairs  may  require' 

This  mefTage  occailoned  a  debate  of  fix  hours  i  but  it  wan 
at  laft  agreed  to  comply  with  it,  "by  a  oi^joriry  of  270  againft 
-89,  and  an  addrefs  to  that  purpoiib  was  prefented  to  d^ 

This  mefTage  had  not  bben  communicated  to  the  houfe  of 
lords,  though  the  king  faid  in  it,  that  he  hoped  he  ihould  b^ 
enabled,  by  the  ailiftance  of  his  parliament,  to  increaie  the 
number  of  feamen  already  voted.  Notice  wa^  takea  of  it,| 
find  the  ear!  of  Strafford  afferted,  '  That  the  meflage  was  un- 
prececlented,  and  flruck  at  the  ancient  privileges  of  the  houft 
ci  peers,  who  are  the  grand  ftanding  council  of  the  fovereigr^ 
the  hereditary  and  perpetual  Gua^ians  of  the  liberties  and 
properties  of  the  people,  and,  next  the  king,  the  principal 
part  of  the  legiflature,  and  who  therefore  have  a  right  to  be 
confulted  in  all  matters  of  public  concern*'  He  moved,  there- 
fore,  *  That  an  addrefs  be  prefented  to  know,  who  advifed  his 
majefty  not  to  fend  the  fame  meilage  to  the  houfe  of  peers^ 
as  was  fent  to  the  houfe  of  commons.'  The  loi:d  Trevor 
(who  had  been  made  lord  privy  feal  on  the  ^tb  of  March,  in 
the  room  of  the  duke  of  Kingflon)  moved,  thet  the  further 
conflderation  of  that  matter  be  adjourned  for  a  month.  But  the 
lord  Lechmere  reprefented,  *  That  the  fubjeft-matcer  of  this 
debate  was  of  fo  great  confequence  to  his  msyeily's  fervice, 
to  the  honour  of  that  noble  and  iiluflrious  aUembly,  to  th^ft 
antient  conftiiution  of  parliament,  and  to  the  profperity  and 
welfare  of  the  kir.gdonrj  that  it  ought  not  to  be  poftponed 
at  all,  much  lefs  for  fuch  a  length  of  time,  as  amounted  tp  a 
laying  it  intirely  afide.  That  it  muft  be  for  the  fervicerand 
fupport  of  the  crown,  upon  all  occailons,  to  have  the  advice 
of  both  houies  of  parliament ;  and  as  the  mefiage  in  queftion 
was  only  fent  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  there  had  not 
yet  been  any  communication  with  their  Lordihips  upoA  it, 
though  it  contained  matters,  of  the  kigheft  importance,  it 
tended  to  undermine  the  very  foundation  of  the  houfe  of  peers, 
and  of  the  aiiticnt  conftitutioi:  of  the  kii^gdom.     That  the 

rights 
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lig^  43f  4}iei<>efl^  of  Erqgland  jtvercy  in  fome  am(ftiiie/ifi- 
vd4Q4«  whiawf^r  ithety  wene  deprived  of  the  afSftancc  of  that 
hQufe  <of  ipfnli^Ytientt  •without  whom  ^no  aid  can  :be  given  to 
the  ^roam^i  Xkor  any  -taic^s  biid  upon  the  fuhjeSs.  And  there^ 
(qt^  cif '^is  dabateibould  be  adjourned  to  fo  long  a  day,  k 
might  ^  inferred  fccjm  fuch  a  dilatory  proceeding,  that  their 
Iqrdfliips  were  not  as  jealous  <kf  .their  own  privileges,  and  of 
the  sights  and  prppoities  of  the  pcqple,  at  this  time,  and  as 
much  detercn^nod  to  ft^port  and  defend  them  both,  as  any 
of  thejr  anceftor^  .and  rpredteceifors  had  formerly  been.   That 
it  was  the  uiidoubted,  inherent,  and  fundamental  right  of 
^  hoiife  of  peers  to  ak^r  and  amend  all  money-bills,  which 
came  from  the  Qommoos ;  and  though  in  fome  late  inftances 
|he  cofxunons  had  diluted  that  right,  yet  the  lords  had  never 
filled  to  ^maintain  %ad  aflect  it*     That,  according  to  antient 
^fage,  all  demands  of  fqpply  Aiould  come  from  the  throne  in 
the  houfe  of  peers;  and  therefore  all  other  methods  are  un-> 
parliamentary,  new,  and  dangerous  to  the  conftitutxon.'  AH 
thefe  affertions  were  corroborated  with  ieveral  precedents 
upon  cecord,  which  he  caufed  to  be  read«  2f  e  was  anfwered 
by  the  lords  Onflow  and  Townfliend  5  who  were  replied  to 
by  tbc.lord  Bathurft,  who  took  notice, '  That  the  appellation 
of  parliament  being  given  to  the  commons,  and  feparately 
from  the  lords,  was  intirely  new  and  unprecedented.     That 
jhis  was  fo  far  from  being  the  language  of  former  times,  thai 
though   of  late  the  commons  took  upon  them  to  begin  aU 
money-bills,  yet  there  was  a  time,  when  they  were  fo  incouf 
fiderable,  as  to  apply  to  the  lords  to  deflre  them  to  provide 
money  for  the  public  fervice.     That,  if,  at  this  time,  th£^ 
lords  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  over-looked  in  this  manner^ 
tiicy  might  come  at  bft  to  be  voted  ufelefs,  as  they  had  forr 
merly  been.     And  therefore,  left  any  miftake  of  this  kind 
fhould  be  attended  with  fudh  ill  confequence,  as  to  encou<- 
rage  any  jevil  minifters  hereafter  to  a  total  negleft  of  the 
houfe  of  peers,  he  was  of  opinion,  that  proper  notice  Ihould 
he  taken  of  it  immediately,  inftead  of  deferring  the  further 
confideration  of  it  for  a  month/    The  earl  of  Scarborough 
laid^  ^  He  did  not  deny,  that  the  peers  have  a  right  to  b^  ad« 
vifed  with  in  all  matters  of  importance,  and  to  give  their 
confent  to  money-bills.     But,  in  the  cafe  before  them,  it 
Teemed  needlefs  to  fend  the  meflage  in  queftion  to  their  houfe^ 
becaufe  their  lordihips  had  implicitly  given  their  confent  to 
the  augmenting  the  number  of  feamen,  in  their  addrefs  of 
thanks,  wherein  the  augmentation  was  hinted  at.  As  to  wha( 
)xad  been  fuggefied^  t;hat  fprmerly  the  commons  applied  to  the 

lofds 
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Geo.  I.  lords  to  provide  money  for  the  public  fervice,  thereafon  of-if 
1726.    wa$,  becaufe,  at  that  time,  none  had  any  money  to  give  but 

\*f  .wj  (he  lords,  moft  of  the  lands  beine  then  in  their  hands  ; 
wh^eas  fince  the  reigns  of  Henry  VIL  aqd  Henry  VIII.  the 
cafe  is  v^ry  much  altered ;  and  therefore  they  ought  not  to 
confider»  pow  things  were  formerly,  but  how  they  are  at 
prefent,  and  fo  siSt  as  they  find  them/  After  feveral  other 
fpeeche^  th^  affair  was  put  off  for  a  month,  by  69  voit^es 
againft  31  r  When  the  month  was  expired,  it  was  again  ad- 
journed for  a  fortnight,  and  the  houfe  was  moved,  ^  That  an 
huniUe  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  maiefty,  reprefenting  the 
fsitdl  ponfequences  which  muft  happen  to  diis  kingdom,  when 
any  advice  (hall  be  given  to  the  crown,  whereby  the  counjei 
and  affiftance  of  this  houfe  ffaall  not  be  afted,  at  the  /ame 
time  that  the  counfel  and  affiftance  of  the  houfe  of  commons 
ihall  be  aflced,  in  matters  which  concern  the  peace  and  (afety 
pf  thjs  kingdom  $  and  moft  eameftly  to  befeech  his  majefty, 
fhat  he  will  for  the  future  difcouraee  all  fuch  counfels  a$ 
Ihall  tend,  in  fo  unwarrantable  a^nd  dangerous  a  nunner,  to 
the  deftru£lion  of  the  rights  of  this  houfe/  But  this  addieft 
was  rejedled  (c). 

Bful  of  the      The  bufmefs  of  the  fef&on  being  over,  the  Idng  difinifled 

t'*"*^f  die  the. parliament  with  the  following  fpeecl) : 

**  My  lords  and  gefitlempi^, 

f'  T  Cannot  in  juftice  put  ai^  end  to  this  feffioi)^  without 
^^  '*'  returning  you  my  hearty  thanks  for  th^  many  inftancc^ 
^*  you  have  given  me  of  your  duty  ai)4  affeflion  to  my  pei^^ 
*^  Ion  and  government,  and  of  ypur  zeal  to  maintain  Ac 
*^  honour  and  true  intereft  of  th}s  kingdom. 

*^  The  fpirit  and  refolution  you  have  (hewn  on  this  im- 
^<  portant  occafion,  when  our  moft  valuable  rights  and  pri^ 
^'  vileges  have  been  ftruck  at,  are  highly  becoming  die 
**  weight  and  authority  of  a  Britifh  parliament :  And  the 
'^  fteps  that  have  been  taken  abroad,  in  fupport  of  the  mea- 
*'  fures  entered  into  againft  this  nation,  muft  convince  every 
^^  body  of  your  wifdom  and  prudence  in  endeavouring  to  put 

to  fpecial  bail  on  any  prpcefs 
from  a  fuperior  coart  where. the 
caufe  of  adion  ihall  not  amount 
to  lol.  nor  from  any  infcxior 
court  under  40  $.  In  luch  cafes 
the  plaintiff  Ihall  not  arreft  the 
body  of  the  defendant,  but  ihall 
fervc  him  pcrfonally  with  a  copy 
of  the  procefst 

«  an 


recond  par* 
liaxQCiit, 


(c)  Among  the  bills  palled 
this  feilion  were  thefe  two : 

An  Si&  for  building  a  bridge 
over  the  Thames,  from  the  town 
of  Fulham  in  Middlcfex,  to  the 
town  of  Putney  in  Surry. 

An  aft  for  preventing  frivo- 
lous and  vexatious  arrefts.  By 
this  z£i,  no  perfon  ihall  be  held 
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9f  an  eariy  ftop  to  the  further  progrcft  of  them.    I  hope  the  Geo.  L 
•*  precautions,  you  have  enabled  me  to  take,  will  be  fuffi-    1726^ 

H  cicnt,  in  conjunftion  with  my  allies,  to  defeat  the  dei^gns  

^  which  have  been  formed  againft  us ;  and  that  the  pro- 
•^  moters  of  them,  when  they  have  fully  weighed  their 
^*  own  circumftances,  and  better  confidered  thofe  of  the 
^*  feveral  powers  united  in  defence  of  the  tranquility  and 
f^  liberties  of  Europe,  will  find  it  their  own  intereft  to  pn»- 
>^*  ferve  the  peace^  and  think*  it  moft  fafc  and  prudent  to  ffcr 
-€f  fift  from  their  dangerous  fchemes.  ,    ^ 

f '  Gentlemen  of  the  hpufe  of  commons, 

:  ^'  I  return  yqu  my  particular  thanks  for  the  fiipplies, 
^^  wl)icb  you  have  fo  chearfuHy  and  aiFeAually  raifed  ;  and 
5^  you  may  be  aflured,  that  they  (hall  be  faithfully  applied  to 
f '  the  ufes,  for  which  you  intended  them* 

**  My  lords  and  gentlemen, 

**  The  conftant  employmer^t  of  my  thoughts,  and  the 
?•  moft  earneft  wifhes  of  my  heart,  tend  wholly  to  the  fecu* 
^^  ring  to  my  fubje^ts  their  juft  rights  and  advantages,  and 
^^  to  the  prefervihg  to  them,  and  to  all  Europe,  the  enjoy- 
*<  ment  of  a  fafe  and  honourable  peace.  And  I  muft  not 
*'  conclude,  without  giving  you  the  ftrongeft  aiTurances^ 
*^  that  the  particular  confidence,  you  have  [placed  in  me* 
f}  fhall  be  made  ufe  of  in  fuch  manner  only,  as  may  moft 
'5^  efFedually  conduce  to  the  attaining  thofe  good  and  great 
**  purpofes.*' 

The  fupplies,  raifed  during  this  feffion  ofparliament,  were  ii|^^  f^^,^ 
immediately  employed  in  fitting  out  three  different  fquadrons;  dromfitfinl 
pnc  of  feven  men  of  war,  defigned  for  the  Weft-Indies,  •^'« 
Wide;:  the  command  of  vice-admiral  Hofier ;  another  of 
^twelve  or  more  (hips  of  the  line,  for  the  Mediterranean, 
under  the  command  of  Sir  John  Jennings,  admiral  of  the 
white  ;  and  a  third,  defigned  for  the  Baltic,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Sir  Charles  Wager,  vice-admiral  of  the  red,  and 
Sir  Qeorge  Walton,  rear-admiral  of  the  blue,  confifting  of 
twenty^one  fl>ips  and  two  firefliips. 

TH^  court  of  Great-Britain  had  evident  proofs,  that  no>> 
thing  could  influence  the  emperor  and  king  of  Spain  to  terms 
of  re^fon,  but  to  ihew  a  vigorous  fpirit  againft  a  very  per- 
nicious or  fufpicious  part  of  the  treaty  of  Vienna.  And  as 
all  appearances  convinced  the  miniftry,  that  nothing  could 
fo  effeiElually  guard  againft  approaching  evils,  as  the  difpatch- 
ing  fufficient  fquadroi^  of  ihips  to  feveral  places^  they  did 

witb 


*>♦ 


^^  T  H  E    H  I  S  T  O  R  T    , 

Geo.  I*  with  all  -poffible  diligence  fit  out  the  ibrcmemifliiied  ffom" 
1726^    drons, 

^  The  fquadron  fcnt  to  the  Baltic  was  to  prevent  very  great 

evils  in  thofe  parts,  there  being  no  room  to  doubt^  that  the 
,  czaxina's  real  view  was  to  go  with  a  fleet  to  Stockholoi,  -and 
junder  a  pretence  of  demanding  the  ufe  of  the  ports,  And  the 
^0iftance  of  Sweden  for  the  recovery  of  Slefwick  to  the  dute 
of  Hol£tein,  adhially  to  dethrone  tne  king  of  Sweden,  and 
Q)ake  that  nation  dependent  on  Miifcovy,  It  was  tfaerefom 
judged  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  prevent  this*     AcconK 

w  ^*&Sa  *^8ly»  about  the  end  of  April,  Sir  Charles  Wager,  with  hi» 

0  IMP,  fquadron»  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  road  of  Copenhagen  i 
Mndj  oh  the  25th  of  diat  moiuli,  bad  an  audience  of  the 
king  of  Denmark.  On  die  2d  of  May  tie  failed  to  Stodc* 
Jiolm,  where,  eight  days  after,  lie  bad  an  audience  of  the 
king  of  Sweden,  being  introduced  by  Mr.  Poynts,  the  Bri- 
tifh  envoy  extraordinary.  A  fi^adron  of  Daniih  men  of 
war  .having  joined  the  Britifli  fquadron,  the  united  fleet  be* 
came  fo  formidable,  that  the  court  of  Ruffia  thought  proper 
Co  fufpend  the  fitting  out  their  large  Ihips,  and  only  to  eqiMp 
fome  frigates' ;  and  the  land-forces,  which  had  been  drawn 
together  near  Peterfburg,  in  order  to  be  put  on  board  the 
!Ruflian  fleet,  were  fent  to  work  on  the  Ludoga  canal,  and 
the  fortifications  at  Cronflot.  The  court  was  under  the 
greateft  uheafinefs,  and  immediately  gave  orders  for  rein- 
forcing the  garrifons  of  Wibourg,  Cronflot,  Revel,  and  Ri-* 
ga.  Mean  while.  Sir  Charks  Wager,  having  been  joined 
by  the  Naflau  and  Fort-Mahon  on  the  20th  of  May>  faUed 
from  Elfenal  near  Stockholm  the  25th,  and  arrived  the  29th 
jiear  the  ifland  of  Nargen,  three  leagues  from  Revel,  and, 
llie  next  morning  fent  an  officer  with  a  letter  Co  lieutenant 
^neral  WulcofFe,  who  commanded  at  Rev?!,  and  ordered 
the  Port-Mahon  to  fail  to  Cronflot,  having  on  board  Afr. 
Barntt,  one  of  hi^  lieutenants,  by  whom  he  fent  his  »*- 
je&/s  letter  to  the  czarina,  inclofed  in  a  packet  to  Sadmirtl  * 
Apraxin  (d).  In  this  letter,  which  was  dated  the  nth  df 
April,  his  majefty  obfcrved,'  '  That,  as  the  czarina's  great 
preparations  both  by  fea  and  land  for  war,  in  a  time  of  peac^, 
could  not  fail  of  giving  him,  as  well  as  his  allies  in  thofe 
pans,  great  and  juft  caufe  to  be  alarmed  ;  (he  would  not  bb 
furprized,  that  he  had  fcnt  a  ftrong  fquadron  into  die  Baltic, 

.    (d)   The  cear  of  Mufcovy    by  the  emprefi  Catberina,  Us 
died    the    23th    of    January »     wife^ 


K^S'^i    aud   wad    fucceeded 
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to  obviate  arty  danger,  that  might  enfue  from  fa  extraordi-Gco*-  U 
nary  an  armament.*  He  laid  before  her  the  fcveralinftances  .   I75i6* 
he' had  given  of  a  ftnccre  difpofition  to  eftablift  a  firm  and 
lading  fri^dflxip'  with  the  crown  of  Ruffia ;  but  that  hf?  in- 
tentions had  been  drfappointed  by  the  delays  of  that  court  ; 
and  he  expreflfed  his  furprize,  *  that,  while  he  was  carrying  [ 
Oft  amicable  negotiations-,  and  had  not  given  the  leaft'pro- 
vocationson  his  part,  meafures  were  taken  at  her  court,  inr 
favour  of  the  pretender,  and  great  encouragement  to  his  ad- 
herents.    After  what,  fays  he,  we  have  nowfet  forth,  your^ 
m^efty  will  not  be  furpnzed,  that  we,  being  fndifpenfebiy; 
obltgerf  to  provide  fer  the  fecurity  of  our  dominions,  tb  per*^ 
form  our  engagefhents  widi  our  allies,  and'  to  maintai'ft  'the* 
pubHc-  tranquility  in'  the  North,  which  feems  to  be*  very 
ihuch  in  danger  from  your  majefty's  late  prcparatidns,  have 
thought  it?  necefl&ryta  fend  a  Itrong  fleet  of  our  men  of  war^ 
into  the  Baltic,  and  that  we  have  given  orders  to  our  admiralt 
who  commands  itv  Po  endeavour  to  prevent  fre(h  ti^ottbies  in 
thofe  parts,  by  hindering  your  majeily's  ihips  from^  coming; 
out  in  cafe  that  you  perfift  in  your  refolution  to  p^t  your 
fleet  to  fea,  to  execute  the  defign^,'  which  you  may  have  m 
i4tew*  But,  as  it  is-  our  firm  intention  to  live  in  peace  and' 
frieudAup  wkh  your  majefty,  we  wHh,  from  the  bottom  of  our 
heart,  thktyour  majefty,  ferioufiy  refleAing  upon  the  true  i»- 
terei|of  your  fubjedb,  would  permit  them  to  enjoy  thi  blef- 
fings  of  that  peace,  which  they  purchafed  at  the  expence  of  fo 
nuich  blood  and  treafure,  under  the  condud  of  his  late  ma- 
jeEty ;  aad  that,  rather  than  enter  into  meafures,  which  mufif 
inevitably  plun^  ftuffia  into  a  war,  and  the  whole  North  intoi 
confuilon^  your  majefty  would  pleafe  to  give  your  people^ 
and  all  mankind,  convincing  proofs  of  your  inclination  for* 
peace^  and>  of  your  good  difpofition  to  live  in  quiet  with  your> 
neighbours/     The  czarina,  ^in  her  ahfwcr,  dated  June  15^ 
declared  her  furprize  at  not  receiving  the  lung's  lettcr^tiU  the 
•  very  inflant  his:  fleet  appeared  on  her  coafts,  and  after  it  had. 
caft  anchor  before  Revel,  *  fince  it   had  been  more  agree- 
able to  .the  cudom  eftabliflied  among  fovereigns,  and  more 
confiAcnt  wkh  the  amity,  that  had  fo  lon^;  fubfifted  between 
her  kingdoms  and  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  had  his  ma* 
jeSty  thought  lit'io  expoftulate    with  her  about  the  um- 
brage he  might  have  conceived  from  her  armament ;  and  ta 
expe^St  her  anfwer  thereupon,  before  he  advanced  to  fo  of- 
fenfive  a  ftep*     That  then  his  majefly  might  have  been  af- 
fured  by  her,  that  it  was  fo  far  from  her  thoughts  tp  diflurb 
the  repofe^in.  the  North,  that,  on  the  contrary,  all  her  care» 
.  .  and 
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Geo.  L  and  attention  were  wholly  bent  on  the  fecurity  and  pidef^ 
I7a6.  vation  of  It ;  both  for  the  time  prefent  and  time  to  come,  a» 
■p-  '  V  being  more  concerned  than  his  majefty5  in  preventing  what- 
evbr  might  endanger  tkat  tranquility.'  That,  with  regard  to 
what  was  charged  upon  her,  in  relation  to  the  pretender^  it 
*  Was  a  frivolous  and  ftale  accufatioh*  ovule  |ife  of,  as  it 
had  heretofore  been,  as  the  main  pretence  ^or  all  the  unkind 
fteps  taken  againft  her.' 

Sir  Charles  Wager  remained  in  his  ftation  near  Revel  till 
O^ob^r^  when,  the  year  being  fo  far  advanced,  and  he  hav- 
ing intelligence  ^rom  Peterffiurg  and  Cronflot,  that  thm 
Ruffian  gallies  Were  laid  up  in  theif  winter  harbouf,  and 
their  fleet  not  in  a  condition  to  put  to  fea,  he  failed  from  the 
bay  of  Revel  for  the  coaft  of  Denmark,  and  arrived  at  Co^ 
penhagen  the  fame  month.  From  thence,  after  a  fiaj  of  a 
few  days,  he  failed  tot  England,  where  he  fafely  arrivti  bk 
November. 
kit  John  Sir  John  Jehning3^  with  his  tquadron,  whitft  Was  fbrniihcd 
lenningB  ^Jth  a  confidcrable  nuitibel*^  0(  land«fi)rces  and  artillery,  vi* 
futi  to  ct,  gj^  ^^  coafts  of  Spain,  and  ihut  up  the  ports  of  that  king- 
dom, .  His  orders  were  to  cruize  between  Cadiz  and  Cape 
St.  Vincent,  to  intercept  the  galleons,  and  to  afift  Gibrakari 
in  cafe  of  a  fiege,  with  the  land-forces  on  board  his  fleet, 
and  to  annoy  the  enemy  to  the  utmoft.  Bat  he  did  no  da«» 
mage  on  the  coaft  of  Spain,  and  only  caufed  alarms,  and  pro- 
tected the  trade  of  Great-Bricain. 
Hofier  falls  Vice-admiral  Holler's  fquadron  was  inferior  to  tbofe  of  Sir 
toAc Weft-  Charles  Wager  and  Sir  John  Jennings ;  but  he  was  author 
rized  to  join  to  his  fleet  all  the  fliips  be  could  meet  with  in 
the  Welt-Indies  ;  and  his  orders  were  to  prevent  the  galleons 
from  failing  out  of  the  Spaniih  ports  there ;  or,  ilF  they  fliould 
come  out,  to  feizc  them,  and  bring  their  cargoes  untouched 
to  England*  He  arrived  at  the  Baftimento's  off  Porto-BeUot 
in  the  beginning  of  June  ;  but,  ten  days  before  his  arrival^ 
an  advice»boat  from  Spain  brought  orders  for  putting  onlhore 
the  money  on  board  the  galleons,  faid  to  be  twenty- fix  mil* 
lions  of  pieces  of  eight,  and  fend  it  back  to  Panama. 
Rioperda  Thefe  meafures  were  taken  againft  Spain,  in  refentment 
USaui&d.  of  the  engagements,  which  that  court  had  entered  into  with 
the  court  of  Vienna,  to  the  prejudice  of  Great-Britain,  and 
the  defigns  formed  in  favour  of  the  pretender,  by  the  infti- 
gation  of  the  dukes  of  Ormond  and  Wharton,  and  earl  Ma- 
rifchal,  who  were  then  at  Madrid.  But  the  duke  de  Rip* 
perda,  who  had  been  the  principal  agent  in  forming  and 
concluding  the  treaty  of  Vienna,  and  the  author  of  the  viot 

lent 
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3eat  masiAh  againft  Grest<»Brftain$  was  ot  a  fuddeh  difmif-  Geb.  L  ^ 
fei^  oa  the  14th  of  May  from  all  his  employments,  though    1726. 
allowed  a  penlion  of  3000  piftoles  for  his  fubfiftence.    The 
pretended  caufe  of  his  difgrace  was  the  embezzlement  of  the 
finances  (of  which  he  was  fuperintendant)  to  the  value  of 
four  millions*    The  duke,  upon  his  receiving  the  king  of 
Spain's  decree  for  difmiffing  him  from  his  poft,  went  imme- 
fliately  to  the  houfe  of  moniieur'Vandermeer,*  the  Dutch 
ambaiador;  but,  not  thinking  himfelf  fafe  there,  Vahder- 
meer  carried  him  in  his  coach  to  the  houfe  of  colonel  Stan-> . 
hopcj  the  Britifli  ambaflador,  whofe  protefUon  he  begged 
and  obtained*    The  king  being  informed  of  this*,  caufed  the. 
aiabairador's  houfe  to  be  furrounded  by  two  hundred  grensM 
diers.    The  next  day  colonel  Stanhope  had  an  audience  of 
the  king,  and  gave  him  an  account  of  what  had  happened 
in  relation  to  the  difcarded  minifter,  which  the  king  did  not 
feem  to  difapprove;  and  the  grenadiers  were  called  off  from 
his  hoiufe,  on  a  prooufe  from  him,  that  the  duke  de  Ripper- 
da's  perfon  ihouid  be  forthcoming ;  and  fixty  guards  were 
pofted  in  the-  ftreets  leading  to  colonel  Stanhope's  houfe,  to 
take  him,  if  he  ihouid  attempt  to  make  his  efcape.     But  on 
the  25th  of  May,  N*  S.  the  king  appointed  don  Lewis  Cu- 
dlar,  one  of  the  alcades-  of  his  court,  affifted  by  don  Francis 
Valanfa,  adjutant-general  of  the  life-guard,  to  enter  colonel 
Stanhope's  houfe,  and  take  from  thence  the  duke  de  Ripper- 
da,  and  convey  him  to  the  cafUe  of  Segovia,  with  a  fufficicnt . 
guard  ;  which  was  done*    But  this  violation  of  the  law  of 
rations,  in  forcibly  entering  the  houfe  of  an  ambaflador. 
Was  juftiy  complained  of  by  the  court  of  Great-Britain,  who 
qrdered  the  letters  and  papers,  which  pafied  between  the  mi-. 
nifters  and  ambafladprs  of  both  courts  upon  this  occafion, 
and  upon  Sir  John  Jennings's  coming  with  his  fleet  on  the 
coaft  of  Spain,  to  be  publiflied.     Among  thefe  papers  is  a 
naemorial  of  colonel  Stanhope  to  the  king  of  Spain,  dated 
Sept.  24,  1726,  in  which  he  obfcrves,  that  the  king  his 
mafter  vfa^  furpriz^d,  that  the  king  of  Spain  fhould  not  know 
the  reafons,  and  be  fenflble  of  the  neceflity,  which  obliged 
his  majefty  to  fend  the  fleet  under  Sir  John  Jennings  to  the 
<;Qaft  of  Spain  ;  confldering,  fays  h?,  the  engagements,  into 
which  fonie  of  the  moft  confiderable  powers  of  Europe  have 
of  late  entered,  and  of  which  his  majefty  has  complained  fo 
often  and  fo  loudly*  The  naval  armaments  and  equipments, 
which  have  been  made  in  moft  of  the  ports  of  Spain ;  the 
preparations  of  war,  and  the  motions  of  a  confiderable  num* 
.  her  of  Sp^niih  tropps  towards  that  part  of  their  coaft,  which 

lies 


Geo*  I.  ties  heareft  and  mofr  oqmrenient  fir  execudng-  sn  wRiyit#< 
1726*  •  on  his  majefty's  dominkasi}  tlie'g»eat.liope»of  tttc  ciaifluitft 

and  adherents  of  the  pfletender,  who  haiv^e  pMkMy  bMAcrf 

of  the  affifiance  th^  BotOMid  receire  fraAi>  tiioie  parte  3  lilv 
confidence  they  bad  in  it^  and  which  has*  aj^aitd -deaity  to 
the  pernicious  and  indsicreet  bondud  of  (boie  among'  them* 
who  have  been  lately  received  and  favoured  at  Madrid  v  Thisw 
joined  with  the  intrigoes,  which  havv'beew  carried  '<Ki  vnA 
the  Mufcovitcs^'and  thcreaibns  his:Ma)eAy  hastoArfpeStif* 
ill  deiigtts  upon  which  tke  thnoe  Ihqir wviiejfitnt  Uft  year  frodft 
Peteribnrgh  to  Cadits^  and  fronv  thence  ta  Se,  AM6r^ ;  tjn^ 
knowledge  his  ma}efti)r  had  h&  winter,  b^  the  averwi^  dFtlM 
tntnifler  of  Spain^  that  there  was^anfof&niir&alKflneei  betwml 
the  courts  of  Madrid  and  Vienna,  and  that5  by  one  of  Aa 
axticles  of  that  alliance,  it  was  ftipulatcd'  Doc  ufeopen  fturde  to 
get  Gibraltar  refloned  to  the  king  of  Spain,  »  plac*^  wtiicb  bis- 
majeftypofTefle&byirictue  of  fojuft  aright  1  the  great  fiibfidies^ 
which  have  been  fiimifiied  to  the  imperial  oourti  aiK)  wbkil 
are  not  feen  to  be  fettled  by  .an  alliancey  tfrae  Basjref  been 
made  public;  the  notorious .infta^ons,  wbidl^  0i»  Spanifll 
'  guarda  coftes  have  for  a  long  time  nitttle,  wlthrdpeA  (to  the 
commerce  and  navigation  of  his.majei(^^»fuhje£i»  in*  the  Weft 
Indies,  in£ra<Stions,  which  have  been^kx  (^en-c^tAplained  of 
without  the  leaft  a|^iearance  of  &tisf!u9ion  or  reparatioR  r 
Thefe  things,  joined  together,  are  fiiftcient  tomhibitdearif' 
the  realbns,  which  hzve  induced  his  ttii^kf  !«►  take  the 
meafures  he  judged  proper,  and  to  equip  she  ieitend  flkets^ 
.  which  have  put  to  fea,  and  his  majefty*s  Aibjedb^weuld  have 
had  juft  cauie  to  complain,  had  not  oare  been-  taken  for  the 
fecurity  of  .the  kingdom,  and  of  theio  rights' ani^  prdpitfties^ 
which  they  faw  threatened  and  in  danger.' 
Tbf  States      In  Augnil,  the  States*genera(  iigned  dieir  accirflon  te  Ae 
J^IJJ^^^f*' treaty  of  Hanover,  after  having  bee»  diiToad^  bf  the  iHl* 
Hanover,     perial  and  Spanifli  minifters  not  to  do  it,  and  preiled  to  cooM" 
The  king    into  that  of  Vienna.     Thoagb  tbe«  emperor  had  n«t  Amm' 
f^^^    ceeded  with  the  States,  he  found  means  to  detach^  in  gretf 
f^%at    meafure^  the  king  of  Pruifia  from  his  engagements  with  the' 
crtaty.        allies  of  Hanover.     The  condu^  of  his  rruffian-  majefty,  iA^ 
this  inftancc,  as  aProteftant  and  fon*in-laWof  kingGreorge^ 
could  hardly  be  defended.     It  was  thought  he  pft>pofed  fome^ 
extraordinary  advantages  from  his  defertion  of  the  alHes  o^ 
Hanover,  and  dofing  with  thofe  of  Viexma  \  one  pait  oP 
which  advantages  was  piobably  to  be  fu|^rted  by  the  em- 
peror, in  making  fame  conqucft  upon  the  'ioirllmkm^  of  H^' 
n6ver«  .  However 4bacb^  lU^mado  a-ticaiy  wMi^thf^etiipe^' 
c  ..  ror 
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rtfr,  which  gave  great  jcaloufy  to  the  friends  of  the  treaty  of  Geo.  !• 
Hanijver.     Sy  this  treaty  the  king  of  Pruffia  engaged  in  a  new    1726. 
contraft,  not  very  confiftent  with  the  apprehcnfions  of  the  ■ 

Hanover  allies,  of  the  emperor's  power  and  projects  ;  fincc 
tftc  king  of  Pruffia  was  to  guarantee  the  order  of  fuccelfion 
in  the  hereditary  dominions  in  the  heirs  female,  in  default  of 
male  iflue  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  emperor  obligea 
Kimfelf  to  ufe  his  endeavours  to  obtain  from  all  thofe,  who 
had  pretenlions  to  the  duchies  of  Juliers  and  Surges,  a  cef- 
lion  of  their  rights  in  favour  of  his  Pruffian  majefty. 

The  treaty  of  Hanover  was  attended  with  the  greateft  dif- 
ficulties, and  a  prodigious  but  unavoidable  expence.  Of 
^is  Sweden  was  an  inftance.  All  the  fummer  preffihg  and 
repeated  applications  were  made  by  the  Britilh  and  French 
minifters  at  Stockholm,  to  induce  the  court  of  Sweden  to  ac- 
cede to  the  treaty  of  Hanover.  And  no  lefs  pains  were  taken 
by  the  Ruffian  and  Auftrian  minifters,  to  procure  his  Swedifl^ 
majefty's  acceffion  to  the  treaty  of  Vienna.  But  that  wife 
prince  refolved  to  leave  the  determination  of  fo  important  aa 
atfFair  to  the  general  diet  of  the  ftates  of  Sweden.  The  Hol- 
ftein  fadion  in  Sweden  were  fpiritcd  in  their  oppofition  to 
this  acceffion,  by  count  Freytag,  the  imperial  ambaflador, 
and  the  ambs^dor  of  Ruffia  ;  but  that  did  not  hinder  the 
States  figning  it,  as  well  as  the  king  of  Sweden. 

During  thefe  negociations,  Spain,  inccnfed  to  the  laft  de- 
jjrec,  made  great  preparations  for  war.  A  camp  of  about 
twenty  thouiand  men  was  formed  at  St.  Roch  near  Gibraltar, 
and  all  the  neceflaries  for  a  fiege  were  provided.  Prepara^ 
tiofts"  were  likewife  made  at  fea  ;  four  thoufand  failors  were 
landed ;  feveral  men  of  war  were  come  to  Cadiz,  and  as  • 
toany  more,  as  could  be,  were  brought,  The  pretence  was, 
to  rebuild  the  caftle  of  Old  Gibraltar,  though  fome  greater 
defign  was  very  vifible. 

In  thefe  circumftances  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain  The  fifth 
ftiet,  on^he  17th  of  January.     The  king  opened  the  fcffion  f^^^a^^p*! 
with  a  very  long,  lively,  and  pathetic  fpeech,  but,  at  the  jiamcnt  df« 
fame  time,  extremely  offenfive  to  the  prinCcs  of  whom  men-  kiflgOtorgt. 
tion  was  made.     This  fpeech  was  as  follows  : 


<c 


My  lords  and  gentlemen, 


•'   T  Acquainted  you  laft  ytar  with  the  treaties  of  peace  and 
**        ^mmerce   concluded    between  the   emperor  and  the 
king  of  Spain.     As  that  fuddcn  and  unaccountable  con- 
jun^on  gave,  at  tl|«  firft  appearance,  tuft  grounds  of  jea* 
Vql.  XlX.  Nn  «  loufy 
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Geo.  1.  '*  loufy  and  apprehenfion  to  the  neighbouring  powers  of  Eu-* 

1726-27.5'  rope,  and  the  fubfequent  proceedings  and  tranfadions  in 

'    ■  **  thofe  two  CDurtd,  and  the  fecret  and  ofFenfivc  alliances 

**  concluded  between  them  about  the  fame  time,  have  laid  the 

'<  foundations  of  a  meft  exorbitant  and  formidable  power, 

f^  anJ  are  fo.  dirc£lly  levelled  againft  the  moll  valuable  and 

'  <*  darling  interefts  and  privileges  of  this  nation,  that  we  muft. 

**  determine  cither  tamely  to  fubmit  to  the  peremptory  and 

*'  unjuft  demands  of  the  king  of  Spain  in  giving  up  Gibral- 

*'  tar,  and  patiently  to  acqui<^fce  in   the  emperor's  ufur[>ed 

**  and  extended  exercife  of  trade  and  commerce,  or  muft  re- 

"  folve  to  be  in  a  condition  to  do  ourfelves  juftice,  and  to 

*'  defend  our  undoubted  rights  againft  thefe  reciprocal  cn- 

'<  gRgemcnts,  entered   into  in  defiance  and  violation  of  all 

**  national  faith  and  the  moft  folemn  treaties. 

*'  I  have  Jikewife  received  information  from  different 
*'  parts,  on  which  I  can  intirely  depend^  ti^at  thq  placing  the 
*'  pretender  upon  the  throne  of  this  kingdom  is. one  of  the 
*'  articles  of  the  fecret  engagements:  And  if  time  {hall 
^'  evince,  that  the  giving  up  the  trade  of  this  nation  to  one 
"  power,  and  Gibraltar  and  Port-Mahon  to  another,  is 
"  made  the  price  and  reward  of  impofing  upon  this  kingdom 
**  a  Popifti  pretender  ;  What  an  indignatic^n  muft  this  raifc 
**  in  the  breaft  of  every  Proteflant  Briton  ! 

*'  Nor  were  thefe  fatal  combinations  confined  to  thofe 
.**  parts  of  the  world  alone,  but  they  extended  theinfelves 
'^  intoRufTia  ;  and,  had  not  the  defigns  of  that  court  againft 
•*  fome  of  their  neighbours  been  prevented,  by  the  feafonable 
*'  arrival  of  our  fleet  in  thofe  feas,  a  way  had  been  opened 
'*  for  invading  tho'e  kingdoms,  and  giving  a  powerful 
*'  afliftance  to  any  attempt  to  be  made  from  other  quar- 
"  tcrs. 

**  Such  circumflances  would  not  fufFer  me  and  my  allies, 
*'  among  whom  there  has  been  and  is  the  moft  perfed  har- 
**  mony,  union,  and  concert,  to  be  idle  fpeclator^,  and  re- 
**  gardlefs  of  their  own  fafety,  and  the  common  caufe  .of 
"  Europe  ;  for  which  purpoie  his  moft  ChViftian  majefty 
"  has  been  at  a  great  ex  pence,  this  laft  year,  in  augmenting 
**  his  forces  ;  and  the  States -general,  fenfible  of  the  iromi- 
**  nect  danger,  have  not  only  acceded  to  the  dcfenfive  alii- 
**  ance  concluded  at  Flanover,  but  have  come  to  ftrons  and 
*'*  feafonable  rcfolutions  for  an  extraordinary  augmentation 
>^  of  their  forces  both  by  fea  and  land.  l^heacceiEon  of  the 
"  crown  of  Sweden  is  in  fuch  a  forwardn^fs,  and  the  nego- 
.^^  tiations  with  the  cxovvn  of  Denmark  are  fo  far  advanced; 

*       .     .  .         "  that 
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•'  that  we  may  reafonably  depend  upon  the  fuccefs  and  good  Geo.    T. 
*'  efte6i  of  them.  1726  27. 

This  (hort  view  of  the  prefent  pofture  of  affairs  will,  T 
am  confident,  not  only  fecure  to  me  the  Aipport  and  aflif- 
**  tance  of  my  parliament,  in  carrying  on  this  great  and  ne- 
"  Ceflary  wor.k,  in  conjunftion  with  my  allies,  butjuftify 
**  the  meafures  hitherto*  taken,  and  the  expences  already 
*'  made. 

^'.  The  confidence,  you  repofed  in  me  laft  year,  has  been 
**  made  ufe  of  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  :  And  as  the 
*'  chief  article  of  exceeding  has,  by  my  equipping  and  fend- 
*'  ing  to  fea  three  confiderable  fquadrons,  fallen  upon  the 
**  head  of  the  navy,  I  am  perfuaded  the  neceffity  of  the  fcr- 
**  vices,  and  the  fecurity,  advantage  and  glory,  that  has  ac- 
*'  crued  to  this  nation  from  thefe  fquadrons,  will  fufficiently 
*^  fpeak  for  themfelvcs,  as  long  as  both  friends  and  foes, 
with  joy  and  concern,  confefs  they  have  feen  and  felt  the 
eiFe6b  of  the  naval  power  of  Great-Britain. 
**  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  the  princes  engaged 
*^  in  thefe  enterprizes  are  very  much  dillurbed  to  fee  their 
'^  projefts  render^  abortive.  The  king  of  Spain,  impatient 
of  the  difappointments  he  has  met  with,  can  no  longer 
difguife  that  enmity  to  us,  which  for  fome  time  he  has 
only  waited  for  a  favourable  opportunity  to  declare.  He 
**  has  now  ordered  his  minifter  refiding  here  to  depart  im- 
**  mediately  from  this  country,  leaving  a  membrial  that  is 
*'  little  (hort  of  a  declaration  of  v«r,  wherein  he  again  de- 
**  mands  and  inftfts  upon  the  rcfiitution  of  Gibraltar.  Hi 
does  not  himfelf  deny  the  offcnfive  alliance,  nor  his  en-  ^ 
gagements  to  fupport  the  Oftend  company*  He  makes 
my  recalling  thofe  fquadrons,  which  his  conduft  has  put 
**  me  under  a  neceffity  of  fending  to  the  Weft-Indies,  and 
*'  thecoaft  of  Spain^  the  conditioh  of  any  further  cdrrefpon- 
*'  dence  between  the  two  crowns ;  and,  fuppofing  the  con- 
*'  txnuanceof  my  fleets  abroad  tobeaftual  hoftilities,  threa- 
*'  tens  to  repel  them  with  force,  to  the  utmoft  of  hil 
**  power.  * 

**  Bat,  not  content  with  thefe  menaces,  infults,  ;artd 
*'  infractions  of  treaties,  his  Catholic  majefty  is  now  making 
•'preparations  to  attack  and  befieiie  Gibraltar  ;  and  in  ordet 
*'  to  carry  on  that  fervice,  or  to  cover  another  defign,  has 
*'  aiTembled  a  great  body  of  troops  in  that  neigbourhood, 
*'  Bat  as  the  prefent  ftate  and  condition  of  that  garrifoh', 
**  with  the.  reinforcements  I  have  ordered  thither,  give  me 
**  lit^c  caufe  to  apprehend,  or  my  enemies  t  j  hope  for  fuc- 

N  n  2  **  ccfs 
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Geo,    I.  •*  ccfs  in  that  undertaking,  the  certain  and  undoubted  intel- 
1726-27."  ligcnce  I  have,  that  it  is  now  refolved  to  attempt  an  inva- 

J •€<  fion  upon  thefe  kingdoms  in  favour  of  the  Pretender,  by 

*<  an  embarkation  from  the  coafts  of  Spain,  gives  me  reafon 
««  to  believe,  that,  though  the  fiege  of  Gibraltar  may  proba- 
*«  bly  be  undertaken,  the  public,  avowed,  and  immcnfc  prc- 
**  parations  made  for  that  purpofe  arc  chiefly  calculated  to 
*«  amufe  the  world,  and  to  difguife  the  intended  invafion, 
*«  which  I  am  furcly  informed  has  been  for  fomc  time  agreed 
«  to  be  the  firft  ftcp  and  beginning  of  the  long  premeditated 
**  rupture," 

'*  Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 

"  Thefe  confiderations  muft  awaken  in  you  all  fuch  1 
*«  fenfc  of  our  common  and  immediate  danger,  as  will,  I 
*«  doubt  not,  infpirc  you  with  a  zeal  and  chearfulncfs  in  rai- 
•<  fing  the  fupplies  neccflfary  for  the -defence  of  your  country, 
•<  and  for  making  good  our  engagements  with  our  allies. 

"  I  received  too  much  fatisfadion  from  tbfi  happioefs  of 
«*  my  people  in  their  full  enjoyment  and  future  profpe£t  of 
«'  peace,  eafe,  and  profperity,  not  to  be  fenfibly  afiefied 
♦*  with  thefe  new  convulfions,  and  the  unavoidable  neceffiiy 
«  I  am  under  of  aiking  larger  fupplies  of  my  people,  and  of 
««  deftring  to  be  enabled  to  make  fuch  an  augmentation  af 
*'  my  forces  by  fea  and  land,  as  the  prefent  exigency  of  my 
*♦  affairs  requires. 

^^  I  will  order  the  proper  eftimates  to  be  laid  before  you^ 
«<  and  fuch  treaties  as  I  have  made  with  foreign  princes  for 
«(  the  hire  of  foreign  troops :  And  as  the  exponce,  I  was  laft 
«<  year  in  a  particular  manner  intrufted  to  make,  bat 
«<  amounted  to  no  inconfiderable  fum,  and  the  public  utility 
«<  may  again  require  the  like  fervices  to  be  performed,  I  hope 
"    rou  will  afirain  repofe  the  fame  truft  and  confidence  in 


**  me. 


^<  It  is  with  great  pleafure,  that  I  fee  the  time  fo  near  ap- 
<*  proaching,  when  fuch  ^  confiderable  addition  will  be  made 
««  to  the  finking  fund.  Let  all,  that  wifh  well  to  the  peace 
«<  an4  quiet  of  my  government,  have  the  fatisfa^on  to  lee, 
«  that  our  prefent  neceffities  (hall  make  no  interruption  lA 
**  the  progreis  of  that  defireable  work  of  gradually  difcharging 
«•  the  national  debt.  I  hope  therefore  you  wiJI  make  a  pro- 
V  vifion  for  the  immediate  application  of  the  produce  of  the 
«<  finking  fund  to  the  ufes,  for  which  it  was  fo  wifely  contri* 
^  ved,  and  to  which  it  fiands  now  appropriated, 

«  My 
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My  lords  and  gentlemen^ 


1  have  had  no  thoughts  of  jnaking  any  acquifitions 
to  ajiy  parts  of  my  dominions.'  My  whole  tare  and 
concern  has  been  to  preferve  and  maintain  the  undoubted 
rights  and  privileges  of  my  people  ;  and  therefore  all  my 
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*'  meafures  have  been  preventive  and  dcfenfive.  But,  fuch 
**  endeavours  being  now  rendered  impradlicable,  vigorous 
^^  refolutions,  and  a  fpecdy  execution  of  them,  can  alone  put 
*'  an  effectual  end  to  the  dangers,  that  furround  us.  How- 
**  ever  hazardous  and  defperate  the  enterprizes  formed  ^ 
**  againft  us  may  appear  to  be,  your  being  afiured,  that  they 
*'  are  refolved  upon,  will,  I  am  perfuaded,  be  fufficicnt  to 
*'  prevail  upon  you,  to  put  yourfelves  in  a  condition  to  refift 
**  and  defeat  them. 

**  If  preferving  a  due  balance  of  power  in  Europe ;  if  de* 
**  fending  the  poileffions  of  the  crown' of  Great > Britain,  of 
^^  infinite  advantage  and  fecurity  to  our  trade  and  com- 
**  iherce  ;  if  fupporting  that  trade  and  commerce  againft 
'^  dangerous  and  unlawful  incroachments;  and  if  tbeprefent 
^^  eftablifbment,  the  religion,  liberties,  and  properties  of  h 
**  Proteflant  people,  are  any  longer  confideraiions  worthy  of 
'^  the  care  and  attention  of  a  Britifh  parliament.  I  need  fay 
**  no  more  to  incite  my  loyal  and  faithful  houfos  of  parfia- 
"  ment  to  exert  themfelves  in  the  defence  of  all  that  is  dear 
**  and  valuable  to  them.'* 

The  zeal  and  indignation  raifed  by  this  fpeech  was  (b 
great,  that,  4n  the  addrefTes  of  thanks,  words  were  wanted 
to  exprefethedeeprefentment  at  the  infults  offered  the  king, 
at 'the  invafions  of  the  moft  valuable  branches  of  trade,  at  the 
defigns  formed  againft  the  nation,  and  to  applaud  the  wife 
meafures  taken  by  the  king,  to  prevent  the  deftru6live  de- 
figns  againft  the  liberties  of  Europe.  However,  when  the 
addrefs  was  moved  for  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  it  was  op- 
pofed  by  Mr.  Pulteney  and  others.  They  urged,  '  That 
the  matter  of  peace  and  war  is  of  the  greateft  weight  that  can 
fall  under  their  confideration  :  That,  as  his  majefty's  fpeech 
contained  many  points  of  the  higheft  moment  and  impor- 
tance, fo  no  doubt  his  majefty,  in  his  great  wifdom  and 
goodnefs  towards  his  people,  expe£ted,  on  this  occafton,  not 
only  the  fupport,  but  likewife  the  advice  of  that  houfe  ^  That, 
in  •rder  thereto,  they  ought  maturely  to  deliberate  ou  thofe 

N  n  3  feveral 
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Geo.  I.  feveral  heads,  which  could  not  be  done,  before  feveral  papers 
1726-27.  were  communicated  to  them,  that  feemed  abfolutely  necef- 
I  ■■     fary  to  flate  fome  fa£ls  relating  to  thofe  weighty  matters  : 

That  the  motion,  as  it  was  drawn  up,  implied  an  approba* 
tion  of  meafures  taken  to  prevent  dangers  ;  which  feemed 
prepofterous,  before  they  knew  either  what  thofe  meafures 
were,  or  whether  thofe  dangers  were  real  :  That  therefore 
.they  ought,  for  the  prefent,  to  content  themfelves  with  re- 
turning his  majefty  the  mod  humble  thanks  of  the  houf^,  for 
his  moft  gracious  fpeech,  with  alTu ranees  of  fupporting  his 
majefty  in^  all.  juft  and  necelTary  meafures  ;  and  appoint  a 
day  for  taking  the  fpeech  into  coniideration.'     To  this  it  was 
anfwered  in  general,  .*  That  delays  were  often  dangerous, 
.and  might  be  fatal  in  the  prefent  Situation  of  affairs,  which 
required  vigorous  and  fpeedy  refolutions,  both  for  the  encou- 
ragement of  our  friends,  and  the  perfecting  fome  alliances, 
that  were  already  in  great  forwardnefs,  and  for  the  difcou- 
ragement  of  our  enemies,  who  had  already  blocked  up  Gib* 
raltar,  and  threatened  it  with  a  iiege :  That  the  meafures, 
that  had  been  taken,  wer^  but  a  confequence  of  the  laft 
year's  refolution,  which  the  houfe  had  come  to,  after  a  full 
examination  and  mature  confideration  of  the  ftate  of  affairs, 
.then  laid  before  both  houfes  by  his  majelly  :  But  that,  how- 
ever, fuch  an  addrefs,  as  was  propofed,  did  not  preclude  a 
farther  enquiry  into  thofe  matters/^   As  the  promife  of  refto- 
ring  Gibraltar  was  mentioned  in  fome  of  the  fpeeches.  Sir 
Robert  Walpole  faid,  ^  That,  fuch  a  promife  not  having 
been  made,  while  he  had  the  honour  to  be  in  the  adminiftra- 
tion,  he  could  fay  nothing  to  it :  That,  if  fuch  a  promife 
was  ever  made,  he  du:ft  aver,  that  it  was  conditional,  and 
made  void  and  invalid  by  the  king  of  Spain's  refufing  to  com- 
ply with  the  conditions,  on  which  it  was  made  ;  and  that, 
whenever  the  performance  of  that  promife  was  mentioned  to 
him,  as  infifted  on  by  the  king  of  Spain,  he  always  delivered 
it  as  his  fixed  and  pofitive  opinion,  '  That  Gibraltar  could 
not  be  given  up  without  the  confcnt  of  parliament,'     After 
^he  debate,  the  addrefs  was  carried  by  251  againft  8 1* 
Supplies^  The  commons,  purfuant  to  the  king's  dciure  in  his  fpeech, 

applied  themfelves  to  the  affair  of  the  fupplies.  It  was  una- 
nimoufly  refolved  to  grant  20,000  feamen,  and  to  augment 
the  land-forces  to  26,383  men.  To  defray  the  expence  of 
the  fleet  and  army.  Sir  Robert  Walpole  propofed  a  tax  of 
four  (hillings  in  the  pound  on  land.  This  was  oppofcd  by 
feme  members,  who  allcdgcd.  That  ;t  was  more  eligible 

to 
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to  apply  the  produce  of  the  (tnkingfund  towards  the  prefcnt'Gco.   I. 
occafions ;  but  the  land-tax  was  voted  (a).  1726-27 

The  warmeft  debate  this  feffion  Was  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  — — - 
on  the  24th  of  January,  all  the  peers  in  London  havingbeen  ^^^^P  ?** 
fummoned  to  attend.     In  a  grand  committee,  of  which  the  f^ccth.^ 
lord  de  la  War  was  chairman,  the  clerk  was  direfted  to  read 
the  titles  of  the  papers  that  had  been  laid  before  the  houfe, 
confifting  chiefly  of  letters  and  memorials  between  the  mini-- 
fters  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Spain,  and  the  aft  of 
acceflion  of  the  States  to  the  Hanover  treaty.     This  done,' 
the  debate  was  opened  by  the  lord  Bathurft,  whofe  fpcech, 
and  the  lord  Townfliend's  anfwer,  were  as  follows  :  The 
lord  Bathurft  began  with  taking  notice,  '  With  what  cau- 
tion and  circumfpeftion  the  States-General  had  afted  in  the 
whole  aiFair.     That  they  had  not  fully  and  intirely  acceded 
to  the  treaty  of  Hanover,  fince  they  had  formally  and  ex-' 
prefsly  excufed  and  difcharged  themfelves  from  the  *  general' 

*  guarantee  of  the  treaties  of  Weftphalia  and  Oliva,  in  which, 

*  (they  faid)  they  were  never  engaged.'  And,  as  to  the  bu- 
iinefs  of  Thorn,  '  they  had  only  promifed  to  employ  their 
'  friendly  offices  for  obtaining  a  reafonable  fatisfa6tion.'  So 
that  they  acceded  only  upon  account  of  the  5th  and  6th  arti- 
cles of  the  treaty  of  munftcr,  *  for  prefervingand  maintaining 

*  their  rights  with  rcfpeci  to  commerce  ;'  whereae,  by  the 
treaty  of  Hanover,  Great-Britain  and  France  ftooJ  engaged 

(a)  The  whole  fupply  of  this  laft  year  of  king  George  wa» 

aa  follows  :  f 

1.  s.  d. 

Jan.  24.  For  20,000  feamen          ■                 .   i  ,040,000  o  o 

..    —26.  For  26,383  land  men         — — 885,  494  9  4 

—For  garrifons  in  the  plantations,  Minorca,  1  , .     r  a  ^ 

Gibraltar,  &c.           ^ 'j '57.637  65 

— For  extra  expenccs  not  provided  for       —  30,750  19  ^ 

Feb.  2.  For  the  office  of  land -ordinary      —  100,000     o  X) 

.    —For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy         ■  199,071     7  8 

—14.  For  half-pay  ofhccrs           ■>-           -  60,000     o  o 

.    —For  Chelfea-Hofpital  out^peniioncrs .     —  4,847     2  o 

*— For  arrears  to  the  landg.  of  Hefic        —  50,00a    o  o 

— For  1 2,000  Heflians              ■■  17^,000    00 

— For  deficiency  of  fuiuis               160,306  ^7  5 

March  21.  For  making  §ood  the  defi- )  . 

ciency  of  the  general  fund    — —      3  dt    j       /   :7 

-    '  ,  2,998,104  11  o 
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Qeo.  I.  to  guarantee  to  the  Dutoh,  not  only  the  5th  zoASAj^opM^ 

1726-27.  of  the  peace  of  Weftphalia,  but  likewifethc  jBarrior  Treaty^ 
■  and  the  treaty  cf  Oliva,  in  favour  of  the  Proteftaiu$  of  Gcr* 

many.     And  thus,  in  (hort,  the  Dutch  having  cng^ed  tbcqn^ 
felves  to  nothing,  what  they  had  done,  did  not  deiefve  tfafi 
name  of  Acceifion,  the  rather  becaufe  they  made  k  an  cKpiefis 
condition,  that  their  ASt  of  Acceffion  ihould  be  -^  apprised 
and  ratified'  by  the  King  of  Great-Britain,  the  moft  Chriftiao 
king)  and  the  king  of  Pruffia*    But,  though  this  lafl  poten- 
tate was  one  of  the  principal  contra^ors  in  the  treaty  of  Hsi- 
nover,  yet,  no  mention  being  now  made  of  him>  he  could 
not  tell  what  to  make  of  it.     That  it  feems  his  miniftpr  had 
lefufed  figning  the  Aik  of  fucceffion,  probably  upon  account 
of  the  Dutch  excufing  themfelves  from  the  general  guaranty. 
But,  let  his  reafons  for  receding  from  his  engagements  be 
what  they  would,  his  example  might  be  of  dangerous  confe- 
quence  ;  for  by  a  letter  from  the  duke  de  Bournonville,  the 
Spanifh  minifter  at  Vienna,  it  appeared,  that  they  were  not 
without  hopes  at  the  imperial  court,  thatFrance  might  thereby 
think  herfelf  dlfengaged  from  the  Hapover  alliance;  in  wbi<ill 
event  Great-Britain  alone  muft  bear  the  burden  of  an  e;xpen-» 
five  war  with  two  of  the  greateft  potentates  of  Europe.  Tbaty 
the  Dutch    receiving    far   greater  advantages  than  Great-* 
^Britain,  ftom  the  Eaft-India  trade,  and  confequently  being 
more  concerned  than  we  in  the  fuppreffion  of  the  Oftend  com* 
pany,  they  ought,  at  leaft,  to  bear  an  equal  (hare  with  us  in  the 
expences  of  this  war,  and  guarantee  to  us  the  poiTdfion  of 
Gibraltar,  in  the  fame  manner,  as  Great-Britain  guarantees 
to  them  their  barrier.     That,  after  all,  he  did  not  fee  any 
juft  reafon  for  a  rupture  with  Spain.     That  indeed  the  duke 
de  Ripperda  might  have  dropped  tome  indecent  and  indifcreet 
expreffions ;  but  he  was  known  to  be  a  hot-headed  man ;  aiid 
princes  have  a  right  to  difavow  the  indifcretions  of  their  mi- 
nifters,  which  the  king  of  Spcin  had  done  in  a  moft  folemn 
manner,   with   relation   to   Ripperda.     That   it  was  well 
known,  that  violent  minifters  do  many  unaccountable  thiags. 
And,  if  their  idle  talk  and  foolifli  expreffions  were  a  juft  faun** 
dation  for  war,  nations  would  ever  be  at  daggers  drawing. 
That,  for  fome  time  paft,  the  emperor  had  been  treated  here 
very  cavalierly  hv  fome  perfons  ;  and  that,  in  the  memorial 
the  marquis  de  Po^zobueno  left  behind  him,  at  hi^  departure, 
it  was  luggefted,  '  That  the  violent  ftate,  to  which  affairs  are 
*•  now  reduced,  is  owing  to  the  minifters  of  England.''  That 
iu  the  fame  memorial,  mention  Is  made  of  a  Pouttve  Pfomife 
made  by  the  king  of  Great-Britain  for  the  reftitution  of  Gib- 
raltar > 


1 
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taltttr;  whbh  could  not  be.fuppofed  to  be  ftid,  without  any4Seo.  f« 
foundation;  and  therefore  it  would 4>e  highly  neceffary  to  io-iy^^tr* 
quire,  whether,  in  reality,  iticfa  a  promife  was  ever  m^de  ;  - 
and  whether  any  thing  like  it  was  mentioned  in  the  treaty 
conduded'at  Madrid  ?  That,  let  that  matter  ftand  how  ijt 
would,  all  pofible  methods  of  an  araicai>le  accommodatio|i  ' 
ought,  in  his  opinion,  to  be  tried  before  they  engaged  in  a 
war,  which)  in  our  prefent  circumftances,  might  be  attendeil 
with  very  dangerous  confequences.  That  the  nation  is  loaded 
with  a  debt  of  above  fifty  millions.  But,  though  they  are 
told  of  a  fioldng  fund  applied  to  the  gradual  difcharge  of  that 
heavy  burden,  yet  it  was  more  to  be  wiihed  than'  expeded, 
that  the  operation  of  that  wife  contrivance  /bould  fuffer  no 
interruption  by  the, exigences  infeparable  from. a  war.  That 
one  of  our  heft  mathematicians  has  foretold,  that,  if  ever 
England  raifes  above  five  millions  in  a  year,  it  will  infallibbr 
be.exhaufked  and  ruined  in  a  few  years.  Now  if,  at  thi5 
jimdure,  we  (hould  enter  upon  a  war,  and  not  meddle  with 
the  finking  fund,  according  to  the  fcheme  of  thofe  in  the  ad* 
miniftration,  they  muft  be  obliged  to  raife,  at  leaA,  fevcn 
millions  a  year  upon  the  people  of  England  ;  the  confequenpe 
of  which  was  obvious  and  glaring  to  any  one,  who  admitte^d 
the  principle  of  that  great  mathematician.  That,  in  feme  q£ 
the  papers  laid  .before  the  houfe,  mention  was  made  of  gre^t 
fums  of  money  diftributed  in  divers  places,  to  bring  fome 
meafures  to  bear.  That,  for  his  own  part,  he  had  touched 
neither  Spaniih  nor  Englifli  gold.  He  was  neither  a  Spaniard 
nor  a  Frenchman,  but  a  true  Englifhman,  and,  as  long  as  he 
bad  the  honour  to  fit  in  that  houfe,  he  would  fpeak  and  a^for 
tixe  good  of  his  country.  That  therefore  he  would  fum  up  all 
he  had  faid,  with  earneftly  defiring  their  lordfliips  ferioufljf 
to  conAder  the  matter  before  them,  which  was  of  the  lad  con- 
fequence  and  importance  to  the  whole  nation.  What  (faid 
he)  can  we  get  by  a  war,  if  it  be  a  fuccefsful  one  ?  I  will  fay 
it  in  one  word.  Nothing.  What  can  we  lofe,  if  it  be  un- 
inrofperous  ?  I  will  fay  it  in  one  word,  in  a  (yllable,  All.*' 

This  fpeech  was  anfwered  by  the  lord  Townfliend,  who 
laid,  ^  That  the  treaty  of  Hanover,  being  purely  defenfive, 
had  made  no  alteration  in  the  treaties  fubfifting  before,  either 
between  the  contraSing  powers,  or  other  princes  and  ftates. 
That  the  true  aim  and  intention  of  this  alliance  was  a  reci*- 
|)rocal  guaranty  for  the  prote£Hng  and  maintaining  the  domi* 
Aions  and  countries,  both  in  and  out  of  Europe,  whereof 
icach  of  the  allies  was  adually  pofiefied  at  the  time  of  the 
figning  this  alliance*     So  that,  by  acceding  thereto,^  the 

crowns 
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Geo*  I.  cJ^owns  of  Great-Britain  and  France  became  guarantees  of 
1726  27-^^^  5th  and  6th  articles  of  the  treaty  of  Miinfter,  by  which 
the  Dutoh  are  .entitled  to  exclufive  rights  and  privifcgcs  of 
trade  in  the  Eaft-Indies.  But  that  this  guaranty  was  reci- 
procal between  Great-Britain  and  the  States-General,  fince, 
by  the  treaty  of  1667,  Spain  had  granted  to  England  the 
fame  rights  and  privileges,  which  the  Dutch  enjoyed  by  the 
5th  and  6th  articles  of  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia.  That 
therefore  the  fvippreffing  o.f  the  Oftcnd  company,  which  jna- 
nifeftly  invaded  thofe  exclufive  rights  and  privileges,  was  be-- 
come  a  common  caufe  between  us  and  the  Dutch.  That  our 
concern  therein  is ,  almoft  equal  to  theirs ;  Ance  our  Eaft- 
India  trade  brings  about  300,000 1,  a  year  into  the  cuftoms  ; 
which  being  part  of  the  general  mortgage*  if  fo  conflderable 
a  branch  of  trade  (hould  be  loft,  that  yearly  fum  would  be 
taken  from  the  fmking  fund.  That  by  former  treaties  Great- 
Britain  was  guarantee  to  the  Dutch  for  their  barrier  in  the 
Netherlands,  as  reciprocally,  by  the  fame  treaties,  they  were 

fuarantees  to  Great^Britain  for  the  Proteftant  fucceffion. 
o  that,  in  thofe  refpedls,  we  Aood  no  more  engaged  to  them,' 
than  they  to  us.  That,  indeed,  by  their  ad  of  acceffion  to 
the  Hanover  alliance,  the  States-General  exempt  themfelves 
from  the  general  guaranty  of  the  treaties  of  Weftphalia  and 
Oliva,  to  which  they  never  ftood  engaged  ;  but  neverthe* 
Mfsy  by  the  fame  a£l,  *  they  engage  themfelves  to  employe 
*  jointly  with  Great-Britain  and  France,  their  friendly  oflSces 
^  for  obtaining  a  reafonablc  fatisfadlion  and  reparation,  as  to 
.f.  the  infractions,  which  might  have  been  made  in  the  treaty 
.^  of  Oliva  3'  which  is. as  much  as  the  contra£ling  powers  have 
•engaged  themfelves  to  by  the  firft  fecret  article  of  the  treaty 
of  Hanover,  and  is  indeed  as  little,  as  the  Proteftant  poten*- 
tates  could  do,  in  commiftration  of  the.feverities  lately  cxer- 
cifed  againft  the  Proteftants  of  Thorn.  That  as  to  rfie  idle 
talk. and  indecent  cxprcfTions  of  the  duke  de  Ripperda,  they 
.were  not  alledged  as  a juft  foundation  for  a  rupture  witti 

Spain,  but  only  as  pregnant  and  corroborating  indications  of 
^an  ofFenfive  alliance  between  that  prince  and  the  eihperor, 

of  which  there  were  fiich  convincing  proofs,  as  left  no  room 
■  to  doubt  it.     That  as  to  the  fecret  article  of  that  alliance  in 

favour  of  the  Pretender,  his  majefty  hiad  received  from  fcve- 
.  lal  pa|-ts  fuch  pofitive  and  concurring  informations,  that  if 
.  t\ie  fafety  of  the  ftate  permitted  to  lay  thofe  advices  before 

the  houfe,  they  would  no  more  queftion  the  ccrtaidty  of  fuck 

an  article,  than  if  they  had  been  prefent  at  thefigning  of  ir. 

But  he  hpped  that  illuftrioufi  aflembly.  would  not  think  any 

of 
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of  h!s  majefty's  fervants,  whg  had  the  honour  to  fit  amongft  Geo.  !• 
them,   fo  audacious,  as  to  tell  them  downright  untruths,  or  I726-27* 
to  prefume  to  impofe  upon  their  lordfliips,  by  alledging  fafls  * 

of  fo  great  importance,  without  fufficient  vouchers.  That, 
as  to  the  other  articles  of  the  fecrct  ofFenfive  alliance,  relating 
to  the  fupporting  of  the  Oftend  company,  and  the  rellitution 
of  Gibraltar,  the  king  of  Spain  and  his  minifters  were  fo  far 
from  denying  them,  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  did  not 
fcruple  publicly  to  avow  and  juftify  them.  That  therefore 
his  majefty  could  not,  in  prudence,  but  take  early  and  pro- 
per meafures  to  oppofe  an  alliance,  fo  direclly  levelled  againft 
his  crown  and  dignity,  and  invafive  of  the  moft  valuable 
rights  and  privileges  acquired  to  his  fubjefls  by  the  moft  fo- 
lemn  treaties.  That,  at  the  fame  time,  notwithftanding; 
thefe  high  provocations,  his  majefty  fhewed  his  inclinatioa  \ 
and  difpofition  to  an  amicable  accommodation  ;  and,  with 
this  view,  it  was  intimated  to  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Ma- 
drid, that,  if  the  emperor  would  remove  the  Oftehd  company 
to  Triefte,  or  any  other  place  in  his  dominions,  which  did 
not  heretofore  belong  to  the  Spanifli  monarchy,  Great- 
Britain  would  quietly  acquiefce.  But  inftead  of  accepting  this 
'propofal,  thofe  two  courts  not  only  feemed  refolved  to'  fup- 
port  the  Oftend  trade,  but  Spaio,  in  the  memorial  lately 
prefented  by  the  marquis  de  Pozzobueno,  infifted  on  'the 
Tpeedy  reftitution  of  Gibraltar,  by  virtue  of  a  pretended  pofi- 
tive  promife,  that  exifts  no  where  ;  which  put  his  majefty  . 
and  the  whole  nation  under  the  neccffity  of  a  vigorous  felf- 
defence.*    "  ' 

After  thefe  and  feveral  other  fpeeches,  particularly  by  thft 
Jord  Bingley,  who  was  anfwcred  by  the  lord  Carteret,  it  waj^ 
jrefolvcd   (by  98  againft  25)  *  That  it  fully  appears  to  thi^  ' 

committee,  upon  confideratipn  of  his  majefty's  fpeech,  and 
the  letters  and  memorials  laid  before  the  houfe,  by  his  ma-, 
jefty's  order.  That  the  meafures,  his  majefty  has  thought  fit 
to  take,  were  honourable,  juft,  and  neceffary  for  preventing 
the  execution  of  the  dangerous  engagements,  entered  into  in 
favour  of  the  pretender  ;  for  preferving  the  dominions  be- 
longing to  the  crown  of  Great-Britain,  by  folemn  treaties, 
and  particularly  thofe  of  Gibraltar,  and  the  ifland  of  Minorca; 
and  for  maintaining  to  his  people  their  moft  valuable  rights 
•and  privileges  of  commerce,  and  the  peace  and  tranquility  of 
Europe/  . 

Againft  this  refolution,  a  proteft  was  entered  by  fevcntecn 
lords  ;  and  the  lord  Lechmere  moved  for  an  addrefs  to  the 
king,  *  to  make  new  and  prefEng  inftances  with  his  Pruffian 

majefty. 
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Gm.  I.  tnajefty,  and  his  other  allies^  in  fuch  manner  as  the  prefent 
1726-27.  critical  and  dangerous  jundure  requires.*     But  this  motion 
-««-i— i—  was  rejededy  which  occafioned  another  proteft. 
¥>weedingi      Mean  time  the  commons  addrefled  the  king  for  the  accef* 
^y  •^""  fion  of  the  States  to  the  treaty  of  Hanover,  and  for  copies  of 
the  memorials,  letters,   and  anfwers,  between  the  Britifh 
minifters  and  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Madrid. .    Some 
pu(hed  matters  farther,  and  moved  for  a  copy  of  the  memo* 
rial  prefented  by  Mr.  Pointz  to  the  king  of  Sweden,  the  4th 
9f  June,  1726,  and  alfo  for  the  fecret  ofFcnllve  article  be- 
tween the  emperor  and  the  king  of  Spain,  but  both  thefe  mo- 
tions were  rejeded.     As  the  court  of  Spain  had  perfifted  in 
tjiie  reftitution  of  Gibraltar,  purfuant  to  a  promise  made  tp 
diat  purpofe,  it  was  moved  for  an  addrefs  for  the  declaration, 
leUers,  or  engagements,  which,  in  the  marquis  de  Pozzo- 
b)l^no's  letter  to  the  duke  of  Newcaftle,  of  the  lift  of  De- 
cember laft,  is  aflerted  to  be  a  Pofidve  Promife  (b).     This 
ifiotlon  was  fupported  by  Mr.  Pulteney,   and  oppofed  by 
Sir  Robert  Walpole,  who  did  not  difown,  *  That  fuch  a 
.     promife  might  indeed  have  been  made  in  a  former  adminiftra- 
tion  :  But  this  }ie  ^as  fure  of,  that,  if  there  was  fuch  a  pro- 
ipife,  it  .was  upon'  certain  conditions,  which  not  having  been 
performed  within  the  linfited  time,  it  w;as'  thereby  become 
invalid  :  And  as  for  the  declaration,  or  letter,  the  commu- 


(b)  The  paragraph  in  t]be 
letter  relating  toGibraltar,  was 
us  follows  : 

'  But  as  to  what  was  then 
leclared  to  Mr.  Stanhope  by 
word  of  month,  and  in  writing, 
that  the  rood  correfpondence 
and  friendihip  with  England 
depended  abfolutely  on  the 
fpeedy  reHitution  of  Gibraltar : 
1  cannot  avoid  confirming;  it  a- 
new  to  your  excellency,  oy  or- 
der from  the  king  my  mafter, 
as  a  declaration  mofl  judly 
founded,  infifline  on  that  rcfli- 
tntion^  after  the  king  of  Great* 
Britain,  had  on  this  point  given, 
a&  he  did  give,  a  pofitive  pro- 
mife ;  befides  that,  on  the  other 
band,  the  ceflion,  which  his 
majefty  made  precedently  of 
that  place,  i$  become  null,  be- 


csLufc  of  the  inf  radions  made  in 
the  conditions  on  which  it  was 
permitted  that  the  Eliiglifli  gar-< 
rifon  (hoald  remain  in  poflemo^ 
of  Gibraltar  ;  feeing  that,  con- 
trary to  all  the  proteftations 
made,  they  have  not  only  ex- 
tended their  fortifications,  by 
exceeding  the  limjts  preforibed 
and  ftipulated,.  but  what  is  more, 
contrary  to  the  expreis  and  lite- 
ral tenor  of  the  treaties,  they 
receive  and  admit  the  Jews  and 
Moors,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  Spaniards,  and  other  nations 
confounded  and  mixed,  con- 
trary to  our  holy  religion ;  not 
to  mention  the  frauds  aad  con- 
tinual contrabands  which  are 
carried  on  there,  to  the  preju- 
dices of  his  majefty's  revenues/ 

nication 
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nication  of  which  was  infifted  on,  the  fame  was-  altc^ether  Geo,  h 
itnpradicable  arid  unprecedented,  the  private  letters  of  princes  i726-a7« 
being  almofl:  is  (acred*  as  tji^ir  very  perfons.*   After  a  dfefeate^    ^  ■' 

this  ofTotio'n'  was  alfo  reje^^ed  by  a  majority  of  204.  agalnft  97. 
Aft^r  this,  die  lord  Morpeth  moved  '  for  an  addrefe  for  co- 
[Aes  of  all  fuch  menlorials  or  reprefentations  to  his  majeftjr 
firote  the  crowns  of  Sweden  and' Denmark,  as  did  induce  hint 
to  fend  the  fquadron  the  laft  year  into  the  Baltic.'  This 
ihotion  was  oppofed  by  Mr.  Horace  Walpole,  who,  in  a  long^ 
ibeech,  juftined  all  the  fteps  that  had  been  taken  by  Gxeat- 
Britain  fince  his  majefty's  acceffion  (particularly  from  the 
opening  of  the  congrefs  at  Cambray)  to'  preferve  the  ba* 
lance  of  power,  the  peace  of  Europe,  and  the  tranquility  oC 
the  North  ;  aiid  with  this  laft  view  to  preVcAt  th^  czarina's 
defigns  againft  Sweden  and  Denmark,  in  favour  of  the  dukt 
6f  Holftcin.  Mr.  William  Pulteney  anfwered  this  fpeech  ; 
but,  the  queftxon  being  put  upon  the  lord  Morpeth's  motion, 
it  pailed  in  the  negative  by  a  majority  dT  196  voices 
ag^anft  79* 

In  the  account  how  the  money  given  for  the  fervicc  of  the 
laft  year  was  difpofed  of,  there  was  an  article  of  the  fum  of 
125,000 1.  charged  in  general  terms,  as  iflued  out  for  Other 
engagements  and  expences,  over  and  above  fuch  as  were 
therein  fpecified.  Upon  this  it  was  refolvcd  to  addreis  the 
king  for  an  account  of  the  difpofition  of  that  money  ;  in  an- 
fwer  to  which  the  houfe  was  told,  ^  That  the  fum  mentioned 
in  the  addrefs  was  iJTued  and  din)urfed,  purfuant  to  the 
power  given  to  his  majefty  by  parliament,  for  neceflary  fer- 
vices  and  en<;agements,  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the 
trade  and  navigation  of  this. kingdom,  and  the  tranquility 
of  Europe ;  and  which  require  the  greateft  fecrefy  ;  and 
therefore  a  particular  account  of  the  diftribution  of  it  cannot 
poi&bly  be  given,  without  a  manifefl  prgudice  to  the 
public' 

Mr.  Pulteney,  not  fatisfied  with  this  anfwer,  faid,  *  That 
when  the  commons,  in  the  kft  feffion,  refolved  to  make 
good  all  fuch  expences,  as  fhould  be  for  the  fecurity  of  trade 
and  navigation,  and  for  the  prcfervation  of  the  peace  of  Eu  - 
rope,  they  did  not  divcil  themfelves  of  their  undoubted  right 
of  being  acquainted  with  the  difpofition  of  public  money  : 
That,  if  they  gave  up  fo  eflential  a  right,  that  houfe  would 
become  altogether  ufelefs,  or  ferve  only  blindly  to  approve  of, 
and  regifter  the  a£b  and  deeds  of  the  minifters  :  That  he  did 
not  in  the  leaft,  doubt  the  difburfement  of  the  1 25,000  !• 
for  neceffary  fervices :  But  that,  if  they  were  fatisfied  with 

fuch 
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Geo.  I.   fuch  a  general  account,  the  fame  might,   in  future  reignsj 
1726-27.  prove  a  very  dangerous  precedent,  and  ferve  to  cover  embez- 
'1  zlements  of  the  public  treafure*'     Then  he  moved  for  a  fur- 

ther addrefs  for  an  account  of  that  fum.     But  the  queftion 
was  carried  againft  addrefling,  by  235  againd  no;  and, 
inftead  of  it,  it  was  refolved,  without  a  divifion,  *  That  an 
humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  majefty,  to  return  his  pia- 
jefty  the  thanks  of  this  houfe,  for  his  great  care  and  wifdom, 
Jn  taking  fuch  fteps,  and  entering  into  fuch  engagements, 
as  his  majefty  thought  would  bcft  conduce  to  the  fecuring 
of  the  trade  and  navigation  of  this  kingdom,  and  to  the  pre- 
fervation  of  i^e  peace  of  Europe  ;  and  to  affure  his  majefty 
that  this  houie,  placing  an  entire  confidence  in  his  majeily's 
goodncfs  and  regard  for  the  true  intereft  of  his  people,  will 
ftand  by  and  fupport  his  majefty  in  alj  fuch  further  meafures, 
as  his  majefty  (hall  find  neceflary  and  expedient  for  prevent- 
ing a  rupture,  for  the  honour  and  advantage  of  thefe  king- 
dom's.* 
^alin*t  mc-      The  king's  fpeech  was  examined  in  other  places  as  well  as 
»«m1«        in  the  parliament.     The  court  of  Vienna  took  great  offence 
and  pafled  fevere  cenfures  upon  it.     The  imperial  refident  at 
London  was  ordered  to  prefent  a  bold  memorial  to  the  king, 
and  afterwards  to  publifb  it  to  the  whole  nation,  as  an  appeal 
to  the  people  againft  their  fovereign.    With  it  was  published 
count  Zinzendorff's  letter  to  Palms,  which  was  ftill  more  in- 
jurious than  the  memorial  (c) 

The 


(c)  The  memorial  was  as  fol- 
lows : 

^  Moftferene  and  potent  king, 

As  ibon  as  the  fpeech,  made 
by  your  majefty  to  the  parlia- 
ment of  Great- Britain  now  af- 
fembled,  came  to  the  know- 
ledge of  his  imperial  and  ca- 
tholic majefty,  my  mo  ft  gracious 
mafter,  he  was  ftruck  with  the 
utmoft  aftonifhment,  that  your 
majefty  could  fufFer  yourfelf  to 
be  prevailed  upon  to  declare 
from  the  royal  throne,  to  that 
Sioft  renowned  nation,  in  a 
manner  hitherto  unheard  of,  as 
certain  and  undoubted  fa£ls,  fe- 
veral  things,  fome  of  which  are 


ftrained  in  that  fpeech  to  a 
wrong  fenfe,  fome  are  intirely 
diftant  from  the  intentions  of  his 
imperial  and  catholic  majefty ; 
and  laftly  (which  affeft  much 
more  feniibly  than  all  the  left) 
fome  things  abfolately  void  of 
all  foundation. 

For  as  to  what  regards  the 
peace,  concluded  at  Vienna, 
with  the  n  oft  ferenc  king  of 
Spain,  who  can  forbear  being 
altoniftied,  that  this  very  peace, 
which  is  built  on  the  quadruple 
alliance,  finned  at  London,  and 
other  treaties  con  traded  with 
your  majefty,  as  its  folid  and 
fole  foundation  ;  and,  for  the 
obtaining  of  which  peace,  your 
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The  king  had  this  fatisfadion  to  fee  this  memorial  higMy  Geo.  L' 
refented  by  the  parliament.     Both  boufes  joined  in  an  ad-  1726-27J 

drefs  III 

cenfufed  in 

thcgrcateftafFe^ionandcftecm,  P"^"*"^ 
and  whofe  glorious  exploits*  and 
important  taccours  no  time  will 
efface  out  of  his  memory. 

The  other  head  of  complaint^ 
which  contains  fuch  things  as 
are  void  of  all  foundation,  re- 
lates principally  to  that  ima-i 
ginary  alliance,  which  in  the 
^eech  is  called  offenfive,  and  is 
there  fuppofed  to  have  been, 
made  again  ft  your  majefty,  be- 
tween uie  emperor  and  king  of 
Spain.  But  it  will  not  only  ap- 
pear how  eroundlefs  and  frivo- 
lous this  Tuppoiition  is,  from 
the  offer  lately  made  by  his 
imperial  and  catholic  majeffy^- 
of  entering  into  a  convention^. 
*  De  fe  mutuo  non  offendendo,^ 
but  will  be  entirely  refuted  by 
the  confideration  of  the  tenor  of 
the  treatv  of  alliance  and  friend- 
ihip  itfelf  made  with  the  crown 
of  Spain,  and  communicated  in. 


majefty,  together  with  your  al- 
lies, waged  fo  bloody,  io  lone 
and  fo  glorious  a  war,  and  toolc 
yourfclf  fo  much  pains  to  pro- 
cure, ihould  now  be  alledged 
by  your  majefty  as  ajuft  ground 
of  complaint,  and  ftiould  be 
made  ufe  of  as  a  pretence  for 
thefe  things,  which  hitherto 
your  minifters  have  been  doing 
in  all  parts,  to  the  great  detri- 
ment of  the  emperor  and  the 
empire,  and  the  public  tran- 
quillity, and  iliould  be  repre- 
fented  by  ybur  majeftv  to  the 
Britifh  nation,  with  10  much 
animofity  againft  the  ertipcror 
and  king  of  Spain,  as  a  viola- 
tion of  treaties. 

-After  complaining  of  the 
peace  made  at  Vienna,  com- 
plaint is  likewiie  made  of  the 
treaty  of  commerce  entered  into 
with  Spain,  which  is  calculated 
to  promote  the  mutual  and  law- 
ful advantages  of  the  fubjedls  of  its  whole  extent  to  your  majefty 
both  parties,  which  is  agreea-     when  it  is  proper;   from   the 


ble  to  the  law  of  nations,  and 
to  the  cuftoms  of  all  people  in 
amity  with  each  other ;  which 
can  in  no  refpe£l  be  of  any  pre- 
judice to  the  Briti(h nation, whe- 
ther we  regard  the  fituation  of 
the  countries,  or  the  particular 
nature  of  the  trade,  and  which 
is  not  in  the  Icaft  repugnant  to 
the  treaties  made  with  Great- 
Britain.  So  that,  if  this  treaty 
be  confidercd  with  a  mind  free 
from  prejudice,  and  from  all  dc- 
lign  of  inflaming  the  nation, 
there  will  remain  no  pretence  to 
fay,  that  this  treaty  can  be  grie- 
vous or  hurtful  to  a  nation  for 
\vhich  his  imperial  majefty  has 


words  of  which,  whether  the 
leaftftiadow  or  appearance  of  an 
offenfive  alliance  can  be  drawn, 
is  fubmitted  to  the  judgment  of 
the  whole  world. 

Another  part  of  the  complaint 
relates  to  the  fecrct articles  made 
in  favour  of  the  pretender, 
whereof  your  majefty  afFcrts 
that  you  have  certain  and  un- 
doubted informations,  by  which 
articles  it  ihould  have  been  a- 
gteed  to  fet  the  pretender  on  the 
throne  of  Great- Britain.  With 
what  view,  on  what  motive, 
and  to  what  purpofe,  thefe  in  for- 
mations, founded  on. the  falfeft 
reports,  were  reprefented  to  the 

peo- 
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Geo.  h  drefs}  eiq$refing  tbrir  milignatiot^  at  the  ^r61it  dlkfti  fo  hh 
1726-27.majeli7,  ^y  tb«  iH^iltorMl  of  Mr.  Pdms,  and  sit  hin  infolenc^ 

of  difperfing  thefame  throughout  the  kingdom:  AiTuring, 
that  this  audacious  manner  of  ^  appealing  to  the  people,  and 


pfeof  W  6i  Gir^art-BVitafri,  if  Mi 
duly  eafjr  to  bcf  uihfcrifobd,  by 
his  impenilf  and  cathoHt  majer- 
ty>  btrt  i»  obr^otrs  to  the  meaneA 
tapAeity.    9dt  ftnce  the  invio- 
lable Hgn^f  a^d  ht)n6tir  of  fach 
great  prinfc^tcaiinot  filiFcr,  tliat 
i^rtidns  of  tlils  haturc,  intii'dy 
rinfepportAdbytrutii,  ihould  be 
aflva*c6d  ff onr  the  ro)ja!  throne 
to*  the  whole  nation,  and  to  a!t 
jttftnkind  ;  his  fecred  iinperial 
and  cadvdiie  ikiajelly  ha»  ex- 
ptefsly  commanded  m^»  tiiat  I 
ffioiM  dtchltt  to  y<ot)r  mdjdty, 
ited  (0  the  ii^&ole  k?n^dom  6f 
Qreat-Britain-,  it6.w  fiighly  he 
thinks  llimfeff  aftontcd  tn^re- 
iBy ,  IblcmAIjr  a^'fihrng,npch  his 
impcfialwoM,  thi<  thefc  cxifts 
lid  fecret  irtJtle  nor  conventfori 
wkarfbev^,  itrhichtroirtain^,  or 
cantettd  to  prove  the  leaft  tittle 
df  what  has  been  afledged.  Bat 
that  die  feeretdefignsy  which  lie' 
concealed  unxier  a  condud  tijl 
this  time  unheard  of,  may  more 
manifeftly  appear,  it  mult  be  ob- 
fcrved,  that  the  time  is  purpofe- 
if  taken  for  doing  this,  when  a 
negotiation  is  on  foot  at  Paris, 
fbr  compofing  the  differences 
litrhich  have  arifi^n  without  any 
fault  of  his  imt^erial  and  catho- 
lic majefty ;  which  negotiation 
fiifficiently  fhews  how  much  his 
imperial  and  catholtc  majefly  is 
at  all  times  inclined  to  peace, 
and  to  the  religious  obfervation 
Of  his  treaties. 

As  to  what  is  faid  of  Gibral- 
tar, and  concerning  the  fiege 
thereof,  under  which  in  tne 
ipeech  it  is  infiiruated,  as  if 


(brfieotheVdefignwas  concealed; 
the  hoftillties  hotbrioufly  com- 
mitted in  the  Indie's,  and  effe- 
where,againft  the'king  of Spain^ 
111  violation  of  treaties,  feem  to 
have  givcA  a  very  juft  occafion 
to  the  king^  of  Spain,  for  at- 
tempting that  fiege.  B  ut»  as  to 
the  mtentigns  and  engagements 
of  the  emperor  upon  that  arti- 
cle, it  is  eafy  to  fee  what  they 
are,  by  the  treaty  abovemen- 
tioned,  which  has  been  com- 
municated^ 

As  to  what  is  {aid  in  the  laft- 
^lace,  concerning  the  Oftend 
trade,  which  the  goodnefs  of 
the  Catholic  king  induced  him 
to  favour  (being  bound  by  no 
treaty)  after  he  had  been  ap- 
prized of  the  juft  reafbns  for  tne 
cftabliihment  of  it,  various  ex- 
pedients for  a  compofition  hav^ 
been  propofed,  not  only  at  the 
Hague,  but  even  lately  at  Paris» 
left  this  harmlefs  method  of  pro* 
viding  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
barrier  ihould  prove  an  obftade 
to  the  common  friendihip  of 
neighbouring  powers. 

Which  things  being  thus,  the 
injury  offered  to  truth,  the  ho* 
nour  and  dignity  of  his  facred 
imperial  and  catholic  majefty 
require,  that  they  Ihould  be  ex* 
pofed  to  your  majefty,  to  the 
kingdom  of  Great-Britain,  and 
to  tSe  whole  world.  And  hit 
facred  imperial  majefty  demands 
that  reparation  which  is  due  to 
him  by  all  manner  of  right,  for 
the  great  injuries  which  have 
been  done  him  by  thefe  many 
imputations.* 

turning 
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tonung  a  memorial  into  a  feditious  libel,  was  a  proceed*  Q^.  t. 
&g  that  created  in  them  the  utmoft  abhorrence  and  deiefb-  tj26*2fm 
tion. 

*  The  endeavouring  (fays  the  addrefs)  to  inftil  into  the 
minds  of  any  of  your  faithA)!  fubjeds  the  leaft  diftruft  or  dif* 
fidence  in  your  majefly^s  lacred  royat  word,  or  to  make  a  dif- 
tin£lion  between  your  majd^  and  your  people,  is  an  attempt 
as  vain  as  prefiimptuous.  It  time  has  not  effaced  the  memo* 
ty  of  the  glorious  exploits,  and  important  fuccours  (confefled 
to  have  b^n  received  (from  Great*Britain)  gratitude,  affec* 
tion  and  efteem  for  this  nation,  will  be  beu  manifefted,  bjr 
doing  honour  to  the  king,  whom  the  people  honour,  and 

1*uftice  to  the  people,  whofe  rights  and  privilege!  the  beft  of 
:ings  is  now  defending,  againft  the  invafidns  and  incroach* 
mjtnts.made  upon  them/  Befides  this  addrefs,  the  lord 
Tmj^rifhend  fetit  a  letter  in  the  king's  name  to  the  emperor's 
tefident^  ordering  htm  forthwith  to  depart  the  kingdom. 

About  the  fame  time  monfieur  de  Chavigny,  the  French 
minifter  at  the  general  diet  of  Rati(bon,  prefented  a  dedara« 
tion  to  the  diet,  affirming,  that  the  preparations  which  were 
making  in  France,  were  only  for  the  prefervation  of  peace : 
That  the  guarantee  of  the  treaty  of  Mtini^er,  in  favour  of 
the  States,  did  not  any  Way  concern  the  Germanic  body  : 
That,  ht  from  defigning  to  invade  the  territories  of  Ger« 
many,  the  king  of  France,  on  the  contrary,  would  exert 
himfelf  to  preferve  their  rights  and  privileges  ^  That  the  re* 
port,  as  if  his  ambaflador  at  the  Porse  had  follicited  the  Turks 
to  come  to  refolutions  againft  the  peace  of  the  empire,  was 
a  calumny  :  That  he  veould  ^thfully  obfefve  the  treaty  of 
Wcftphaiia  :  And  hoped  for  a  faitable  return  by  the  like  fen- 
timents  and  dilpofitions. 

The  imperial  commiffioners  at  the  diet  were  highly  of- 
fended at  this  declaration,  which  was  not  regiftered  accord- 
ing to  cuftom,  and  they  publifhed,  a  few  days  after,  an  im- 
perial decree,  full  of  invedives  againft  the  fteps  taken  by  the 
xoucts  of  Great- Britain  and  France,  particulaily  againft  his 
Britannic  majefty's  fpeech  to  his  parliament.  Mr.  JLe  Heup^ 
the  Britilh  minifter  at  Ratin>on,  delivered  the  next  day  to  the 
-diet  a  declaration  of  the  fame  import  with  Cfaavigny's,  which 
railed  a  great  ferment  among  the  imperialifts,  who  loudly 
complaint,  <  That  this  feCond  declaration  was  manifeftly 
'intended  as  a  perfonal  infult  to  his  imperial  majefty,  fince  it 
was  prefented  in  open  defiance  of  his  decree  ^ain(t  the  firft/ « 
But  to  this  it  was  anfwered,  in  behalf  of  the  oritiih  minifter, 
^  That  he  was  not  to  take  any  public  notice  of  his  imperial 
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Q90. 1.  fsuqi:i&fji  decree ;  and  that  fuch  decfees,  in  what  form  or  ftlle 
17^6^4.7  Soever  J  cannot  divert  or  interrupt  foreign^minifters  in  the  ex- 
■  ■  ttCtfc  of  their  fun^ons,  direded  to  the  ftates  of  the  empire^ 
and  not  to  the  emperor  $  nor  in  the  execution  of  the  ordera 
they  may,  at  any  time,  receive  from  their  refpeflive  mafters/ 
Th«  imperial  minifters  at  Ratifbon  made  alfo  a  terrible  out- 
cry agtiflft  an  expreffiqn  in  the  Ehglilh  and  French  envoys 
aiemortals,.  wherein,  they  call  the  charge  againft  the  kings 
tfieir  nufters,  as  if  they  had  endeavoured  to  excite  the  Otton 
aian  porte  againft  the  emperor*  by  no  fofter  name  than 
tfiat  of  Calumny }  which  was  fo  wamnly  reiented,  that  the 
fmperialiAs  gave  out,  There  could  he  no  reconciliation  be* 
tween  the  emperor  and  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  till  fatis- 
fiii£tioa  wa3  made  for  that  affront. 
Sweden  ac-      The  king  at  this  time  had  the  fat]8fa£tion  of  hearing^Ae 

*****  rfitl*  ^^^  ^^  Sweden's  accei&on  to  the  treaty  of  Hanover.  Tniis 
^^^  Kcceffion  was  figned  the  14th  of  March  at  Stockholm.  The 
king  of  Sweden  was  to  fiimifhy  when  the  cafe  of  the  alli«* 
ance  (houkh  happen,  three  thoufand  ibot  and  two  dioufand 
horfe  :  His  guarantee  was  not  to  reach  beyond  the  limits  of 
Europe :  The  ftipulated  troops  were  not  to  be' employed  in 
It^ly  or  Spain  :  His  engagement  was  only  with  Great-Bri« 
tain  and  France.  The  main  point  was  the  fecnet  article^ 
by  virtue  of  wjiich  the  two  kings,  to  fhew  their  frieadfhip  to 
bts  Swedifh  majeftv,  were  to  pay  at  Hamburgh,  Amfter- 
dam,  or  London,  as  d weden  ihould  dire£t,  the  lum  of  50,oooL 
fierling  for  three  years,  or  the  value  thereof,  according  to 
the  exchange,  in  half-yearly  payments^  In  return  for  this 
marli  of  their  friendihip,  the  king  of  Sweden  was  to  hold  in 
readinefs  another  body  of  7,000  foot,  and  3,000  horfe,  t(^ 
be  employed  where  the  cafes  of  tl)e  alliance  ihould  render  it 
neceiTary*  Provided  however,  that,  when  their  Britannic 
and  moft  Chriflian  majefties  (hould  require  the  fervice  of 
4htk  io,ooQ  men,  they  fhould  be  in  their  pay,  and  liable  to 
be  recalled  when  Sweden  (hquld  be  in  any  real  or  imminent 
du^er* 
Treaty  with  The  king  of  Denmark  did,  not  accede  in  form  to  the  trca^ 
Oco«adc.  of  Hanover,  but  figned  an  alliance  the  16th  of  April.  Thi 
.  king  of  Denmark  promifed  to  keep  on  foot  24,000  men, 
•ready  to  march  upon  the  firft  advice  of  the  motion  of  the 
-Muicovities,  or  of  any  other  troops  that  ftould  come  to  at* 
tack  Sl^fwick,  and  aifturb .  the  peace  of  Lower-Saxbny  : 
The  French  king- promifed  to  pay  to  his  Danifh  majefty 
350,000  rix-dollars  for  four  years,  payable  quarterly  at  Hanw 
.bu^rgh.    As  foon  as  the  Danilh  army  fiiould  mardr^  the  kiog 
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of  Fhtnce  Mras  to  take  20,0QO  men  into  his  pay  :  |£s  Qrt«  Geo.  L 
tannic  majefty  was  to  bold  in  readine&  I2,00Q  m^n  to  join    17^7. 
the  24,000  JDanes,  When  they  beg:ao  tq  march,  and.  to  fei>d    ''^  ■■■■ 
a  Iquadron  of  (hips  to  cover  the  Danifb  coafts  uppn  the  firft 
advice  of  the  motions  of  the  Mufcovice  d(^t>    The  French 
Icing  wai  to  bold  in  readinefs  at  leaft  3Q,ooq  men  to  march 
or  make  diversions  where  it  (hould  be  needfUI,  and  his  Bri-  . 
tannic  ros^efty  engaged  to  have  likewife  in  readinefs  anotheir 
body  of  12,000  men  for  the  (ame  piirppfes.    If  the  king  o^ . 
pCTiffia  ihould  be  attacked  for  refufing  a  palTagc;  to  the  Mufco-* 
vites,  the  contrai^ng  kings  were  to  join  their  vmies  in  bia 
defence^    By  the  fecret  articles,  the  king  of  Denmark  was 
not  to  difpole  of  any  troops  contraty  to  the  inter^  of  the . 
two  kings.     If  the  French  king  (hould  defiie  to  ^ploy  th^ . 
12,000  men  in  his  pay,  for  affairs  not  relating  to  Den^mark^ . 
hut  only  to  his  own  fervice,  or  thai  of  the  ^r^tv  of  (lanovcT), 
in  fuch  cafes  they  Ihall  be  allowed  for  the  fervice  of  his  moft 
Chriftian  majefty.     As  the  Mufcovites,  in  order  to  trouble 
the  peace  of  the  empire,  muft  penetrtite  through  Poland^, 
his  Poliih  majefty  was  to  be  acquainted  with  the  ipeafurea 
taken  to  hinder  their  coming  into  the  empire,  and  invited  ta 
ftop  the  pafliet  the  Mufcovit^  would  tsike  in  his  territo** 
fits. 

A  convention  lud  likewife  boon  made  the  laft  year  -withoonvitetta 
the  prince  of  Hefle^  by  which  he  wa$  to  hold  in  readinefs^  jjij^^*' 
for  the  fervice  of  Great-Britain,  eight  thoufand  foot  and  four 
dioufiind  horfe*    He  was  to  maintain  tbefe  troops  ^t  j^s  ow^ 
diarge  fbr  two  years.    As  the  landgrave  had  not  tq  map]^ 
troops  oh  foot,  and  was  to  be  at  a  great  ejcpence  in  levying 
what  was  wanted,  at  well  as  in  remountii^  the  cav^lry^  th^ 
king  promifed  to  pay  him  75,000 1.  0erjing  after  the  ratifi-» 
^tion  of  the  convention,  and  50,000!.  ifi  tat  February  fol** 
lowing,  or  before^  in  cafe  the  troops  fliould  be  required* 
For  the  fttbfidies,  pay,  and  fubfiftunce  of  thefe  forces  wheii 
diey  ihould  ferve,  they  were  to  b^  fettli^  acc^rdine  to  the 
treaty  made  at  London  in  1722.     France  came  not  into  tbil 
treaty,  fo  the  whole  expence  fell  upon  England. 
*  As  tfaefe  treaties  were  very  expenfive,  an  opportunity  was  Moika  ki 
taken,  when  the  commons  were  debating  on  the  malt-bill,  \f^  "* 
to  have  it  moved  by  Mr.  Scroope,  T^cretarv  of  the  treafury,  i,,* 
^  That  a  claufe  of  approbation  ihould   be  received,  imr 
powering  the  king  to  apply  fuch  fums  as  fliould  be  fli^c^ilkry 
-m  defraying  the  expences  and  engs^gcments  as  had  ^n,  or 
fliould  be  made  before  the  25th  ot  December  next,  in  codi* 
certiiig  fucb  ^oaafures  aa  he  mould  thyik  tn^ft  C9ndu€lve  to 
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\fho,  I.  ^jj^  fccurity'of  trzde  and  navigation,  and  reftoring  the  peace 
^7*7*  of  Europe/  Upon  this  arofe  a  very-long  and  Ayarm  debate. 
It  was  faid,  in  fupport  of  the  motion,  *  That  his  majcfty 
was  fo  unwilling  to  put  his  fubjefls  to  any  extraordinary  ex- 
pences»  that  he  had  demanded  no  more  fupplies  this  feffion, 
than  what  he  thought  abfolutely  neceflarv  for  the  fervice  of 
the  year  :  But^  in  the  prefent  pofture  or  ^iFairs,  fome  un- 
forefeen  accidents  might  require  a  further  expence,  for  which 
no  eftinute  could  now  he  made,  becaufe  fome  treaties,  his 
majefty  thought  fit  to  enter  into,  were  not  yet  iinilhed* 
Therefore  they  ought  to  enable  him  to  anfwer  fuch  con* 
tingencies.  1  hat  the  houfe  had  feveral  times  repofed  the 
fame  confidence  in  him,  which  he  had  never  abufed  :  And 
.what  was  now  aflced  was  oidy  for  a  fhort  time.'  On  the 
other  hand  it  was  urged,  *  That  the  aiking  and  granting 
fupplies  without  an  eftimate  was  unparliamentary  :  That  the 
claufe  moved  for  was  inconfiflent  with  that  part  of  the  bill, 
which  forbids  the  ifluing  of  the  fupplies  thereby  mnted,  to 
any  other  purpofes  than  thofe  fpecified,  and  rendered  inef- 
fe^ual  that  appropriation  of  the  public  money,  which  the 
wifdom  of  all  parliaments  had  thought  a  neceflary  fecurity 
agatnft  the  mtfopplication  of  it :  Which  was  the  more  to  be 
feared,  becaufe  no  provifion  was  made  to  oblige  any  peribn 
to  account  for  any  money,  that  fhall  be  difpofed  of,  by  virtue 
of  the  power  in  this  claufe.  Thkt  vaft  furas  had  already 
been  jgranted,  which  appeared  fufficient  to  anfwer  any  occa- 
fions,  as  far  as  their  prefent  views  could  reach  ;  and,  if  any 
unexpeded  emergency  fhould  demand  a  further  fupply,  that 
might  be  provided  for  in  the  ufual  manner,  when  necefllty 
required.  That  this  might  be  done  with  Ie(s  inconvenience, 
smd  with  lefs  danger  of  mifapplication,  than  by  fuch  a  dele- 
gation of  almoft  a  didatorial  authority  to  the  minifters. 
That  this  parliament  had  already  given  fo  many  inftances  of 
their  zeal  and  affection  fi>r  his  majefty,  that  there  could  be  no 
room  to  doubt  of  their  readrnefs  to  make  good  whatever  ho 
Ihould  expend  in  concerting  fuch  meafures,  as  he  Ihould 
think  moft  conducive  to  the  advantage  and  intereft  of  his 
people.  That  fuch  an  unlimited  and  abfolutc  power  ought 
never  to  be  given  in  a  free  government,  but  upon  occafions 
of  evident  necefEty,  when  the  very  being  of  the  government 
is  in  imminent  danger.  That  the  repofing  a  confidence  in 
the  cro#n  in  the  difpofition  of  fuch  immenfe  fums  of  money, 
as  by  the  advice  of  unthrifty  minifters  may  be  expended, 
might  be  attended  with  great  prejuc^ce  to  the  properties  of  the 
fubjeds,  and  great  danger  to  our  excellent  conftitutioii}  which 
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cannot  be  preferved  but  by  a  ttvi£t  adherence  to  thofe'eflential  Geo.  tv) 
parliamentary  forms  of  granting  fupplies  only  uponeitxmates^;  I7^7«j 
and  of  appropriating  the  fame  to  fervices  and  occafion^  pub-  '   ■, 

licly  avowed  and  judged  neceflary.  That  the  departing  frpm 
thefe  excellent  methods  would  by.  degrees  render  parliaments 
altogether  ufelefs.     That  the  precedents  alledged  to  juftifjr* 
this  claufe  were  far  from  being  full  to  the  point,  and  fatis* 
&£lory  ;  and,  if  they  were,  ought  not  to  be  followed,  left, 
daufes  of  the  fame  nature  might  become  fo.  frequent,,  as  in 
time  to  lodge  in  the  crown,  and  in  thef  minifters,  an  abfo^itc, 
and  uncontroulable  power  of  raiflng  money  uporirth^  P^pl^ 
whicl)  by  our  wife  conftitutioi^  is,  and  with  fafet](jCfta>>jbe» 
lodged  in  the  whole  legiilature.V   The  debate  being  ^ed> 
Mr.  Scroope's  motion  was  carried  by  akmajoritvof  225  Ag8i^<^ftr 
109  I  and  the  claufe  was  added  to  the  malt-bill  s  ^bkh»- 
being  fent  up  to  the  lords,  occafioned  the  like  debate  the^$ 
s^.in  the  houfe  of  commons,  but  was  at  laft  carried  by  a  ina^* 
jority  of  76  again  20  (a j. 

Two 


(a)  It  may  here  be  obferved, 
that  thefe  claufes  of  apprppria- 
tion  have   been  by  ibme  late 
writers  confounded  with  votes 
of  credit,  which  are  of  a  very 
different  nature.    Votes  of  cre- 
dit were  irequentin  king  Wil- 
liam's firft  war>  and  when,  at 
the  beginning  of  a  feffion,  mo- 
ney was  wanting,  for  providing 
for  the  fervices  of  the  next  year, 
before  the  fupplies  were  grant- 
ed, or  any  money-bills  conld 
pais,  the  commons  came  to  votes 
.that  gave  the  crown  a  power  to 
borrow  money  to  a  certain  fom, 
and  at  a  ceitain  rate,  to.be  re- 
:  paid  out  of  the  firft  fupplies.to  be 
granted  that  feffioB  fThefe  weie 
prpperly  votes  of  Credit,  npon 
which  moneywas  advanced  De- 
fore  die  fupplies  were  granted 
•^rraifed  by  affc  of  parliament. 

But  a  claufe  of -approfaatian 
*iB  not  a  power  given  tD  borrow 
lOff  xaife  maney  by « a  vote  of  the 
rhonfe  of  commons » but  a  power 
'given,  by  authority  of  the  le- 
.      .  O 


giflature,  and  by  ad  of  parlia« 
ment,  to  apply  or  difpofe  of 
fbme  part  ot  the  fupplies  (raifed 
by  law)  to  particular  ufes  or 
fervices,  not  fpecified  in  the  ef* 
timates  or  reiblittions  of  fup« 
plies  at  the  difcretion  of  tnt 
crown  upon  future  emergen* 
cies,  or  inch  fervices,  as,  by 
the'nature  of  them,  cannot  pR>> 

Serly,  or  without  danger  ofrcn*- 
eringthem  ineffedual,  beex>- 
plained  or  laid  before  a  houfe  df 
conmont. 

There  are  many  inftances  of 

this  method  of  granting  money, 

particularly  in  the  year  1706,  a 

latitude  is  given  in  the  claufe  of 

appropriation  of  the  fupplies  of 

that  year,  <  to  pay  fums  doe 

upon  treaties  made  or  to  be 

made,  and  other  charges  of  the 

war,  for  any  time  before,  or  till 

the  T5th  of  December  1706, 

which  method  was  continued 

feveral  years  fncceffively.        * 

This  is  a  method,  no  doubt, 

that  ought  not  to  be  wantonly 
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Geo.  L      Two  ^^ys  aft«'  **  w*s  moved  by  Sir  William  t'M|^ 
1727.    •  That,  tbwiards  the  fupply  ^nted  to  t!it  king,  the  fumdf 
fc,- 1  ■  I  ■  ■  f*  370,606 1.'  fhould  be  raifed  by  loans  on  Exchequer  bilis,  t<» 
ModMi  fv  be  charged  on  the  furphis-  of  the  duties  on  coal  and  eulm^ 
rfS?S?!  "^^'^^^  was  refcrved  for  the  difpofition  of  the  parliament/ 
b|t  m  th«*  This  motion  was  ftrenuoufly  oppofed,  and  particularly  by  Mr, 
«wi-r«.     Pultency^hd  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll.   They  objeatd,  *  That,  by 
feverai  votes  and  a£ls  of  parliament,  all  the  exceeding  or 
fiirplufes  of  public  funds  were  to  be  applfed  towards  ieflenim 
of  the  public  debts,  or  to  the  increafe  of  the  finking  fimC 
That  this  difpoikion  could  not  be  altered  without  wouadin|; 
public  credit,  which  was  already  extreme  low,  fince  the  tak- 
ing off  part  of  the  mortgage  could  not  but  leflen  the  fecurity 
of  the  debt.    That  it  was  fomewhat  ftiinge,  fuch  a  motion 
fliould  be  made  by  thofe  very  perfons,  who  had  the  honour 
of  being  in  the  adminidration,  who  could  not  have  forgot, 
what  h^  majefty  had  fo  ftrongly  reconraiended  ft'om  the 
throne,  at  the  opening  of  this  feffion,  ^  That  the  produce  ^ 
Ac  (inking  fund  might  be  immediately  applied  to  the  ufes, 
for  which  it  was  fo  wifely  contrived,  and  to  which  it  now 
Ihinds  appropriated.'   And  that  this  motion  was  fiiJl  the  more 
furpriiing,  after  the  large  vote  of  credit,  the  houfe  h^id  fo 
lately  come  to.*  To  all  this  it  was  anfwened.  That  the  fur- 
plufes  in  coals  could  no^  be  deemed  a  part  of  the  finking  fund| 
iince  they  had  never  been  appropriated,  but  were  referved  for 
Abe  difpofition  of  parliament.    U.pon  which  the  motion  was 
carrittl  by  a  majority  of  209  againft  82  (b)«  On 

-or  frequently  pra£liied.    The  whom  you  traufaft,  and  thk 

grou!nd3  and  foundation,  upon  iecrecy  raaft  equally  cxtc&d  to 

which  fttch  a  confidence  fhould  -future  times,  as  well  as  .preccdi* 

l>e  allowed*  oopht  to  azire£ram  ing  times.     There  are»  for  in* 

a  fuppofition,  mat  fenrices  may  lAaace,  piincesy  whoiTe  fitnatioii 

Dccur  that  are  nnfbrtfeen,  and  -will  not  permit  them  to^otesr  m 

etherefore  could  not  be  provided  once  intoafienfiveeagagencnti, 

for ;  that  opportunities  may  of-  till  a ' {afc  opportunity  £all  |N»* 

-fer  which  may  be  unezpeded  fent,   who  will,  in  the  mem 

.and  fudden,  but  very  ofiential  cimey  be  induced  to  acoe|)tpri^ 

"end dodfive ;  thatthere are fer-  .vate  fobfidiea and  fiippiies,  to 

-vices,  which,  by  the  inture  of  -put  them&lves  in  a  coaditioa 

tbem»  mia£t  be  kept  fecret,  be-  i  to  dedare,  when  called  upon. 

Cauie,  by  beiiu;  divulged,  they        (b)  As  the  affair  of  diecoak 

.  would  be  diiappoinisd  ;  and  ^tax  h»»  beennifimderiomland 

j^lhat  there  axe  fenrices  which  mifr^pitreated,  h  may  norb9 

equally  require  the  greateft  fi*  imprc^^er  to  put  it  in  a  ckar 

erecy,  firom  the  circomftahces  .light.    In  order  to  this  it  miit 

^adfitaadonoftheperfons'witb  be  obferved,  that  the  finiiiw 

fuM 
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On  the  I  Cfh  of  May,  the  king  put  an  end  to  the  feffion,  Oeo.X 
with  this  laft  fpeech  to  both  houtes  }  .I747... 

"My 


•<• 


fund  confiUs  of  the  (urplufe^  of 
the  aggregate  fand,  the  Soiith- 
Sda  fund,  and  the  general  fiind, 
and  of  diefe  only*.     In  the  ad 
of  I  Geo.  I.  which  eftablilhes 
the  aggregate  fund,  it  is  ena£t- 
rd,  «  That  all  ptherpnblieiM- 
tiica  which  after  Michaelnvasp 
I7i5«  (hall  com  into  the  £x« 
Cnequer,  not  being  appropriated 
or  appointed  to  any  ufe  oy  any 
aA  of  parliament  made«  or  to 
be  made,  fhall  be  fet  apart  and 
applied  to,  and  for  the  ufes  by 
the  prefeiit  aA  declared,  as  like* 
\wiie  the  overplus  monies  of  eke 
l^early  fam  of  700,000!.  per 
ann.  eftabliihedfor^the  king's 
ciyUniil.    By  virtue  of  thefe 
claufes,  the  furplus  of  the  civil 
liftrevenues,  and  all  public  mc> 
tiies  remaining  in  the  Exche- 
quer,  not  appropriated  by  any 
z€t  made,  or  to  be  made,  were 
part  of  the  aggregate  ifnnd  | 
Dttt,  as  they  were  kft  to  ht  m^  . 
propriated  by  any  a£^s  to  be 
Biaae,  as  well  as  made,  and 
anyfarplns,  at  that  time  arifing 
frotfk  tne  aggregate  fund,  was 
made  .diiixneable  for  thepublic 
debts  and  revenues  whicn  were 
not  in  themfelves  part  of  any  of 
the  three  o^ital  funds,  the  fuff- 
plnfes  whereof  conftitate  tie 
nfileinfi;  fqnd,  as  they  might  be 
^canied  to  the  iinkine  fond,  as 
.long  as^hey  remained  unappro- 
•priated,  fotheymig^t  be  dif- 
poied  of  to  any  o^her  ufe  or  fer- 
yice  by  authority  of  parliameat. 
Now  it  will  appear  upon  exa- 
miaalion,   that  the  coal-duty 
-made  no  part  of  the  finking 
fand.    By  the  9th  of  queen 

O 


« 

Anne,  the  coal-duty  was  grant; 
ed  from   Sept.    28,    171^*  to 
Sept.' 28.   1724,  atid'ma&'l 
fund  for  building    iif^y    new  •  See  p. 
churches,  &c.     By  i  George  I*  s%i*SZ^; 
theduty  is  cootiQuedibranother 
year,  to  provjdp  .^t  ^t  mta^ 
fters  of  .tbc|  fif^y  new  <:h|irchoi^ 
By  5  George  L  the  xlaty  is  farr 
ther  comiaued,  and  a  fund  of 
2 1, cool,  is  granted  for  thirty. 
two  years,  for  raifing  56p,oooi« 
for  building  churches.  Sec,  with 
an  intereft  bf  4I.  per  eent;  an8 
another  fund  of  ^io,c(gl.<ws£s 
created,  &>i  x^ig  <oo^ol. 
by  a  lotUry  ;.  I^  the  fvtcther 
fum;of  ^1,3^  1.  jwap  applied, 
for  compleatiiig  the  iiijijplios 
granted  that  feffio;ij.  It  is  tpg^p 
enabled,  <  That  at)  the  furplus- 
'money  of  the  cbfil-duty,  Whic^ 
fliould,  at  the  end  of  any  quar- 
ter,  remain,  durinj^  ^e  falll 
thirty-two  years^fter  dieafof ^ 
fatd  Cam  Ihoold  he  <fifciiai|ged> 
*  ihould  be  referved  for  the  dif- 
pofition    of   i^);liape^.t#    and 
mould  not  be  qifpo^ed  of  to  any 
nfe,  but  by  ajuthority  of  par- 
liament, and  according  toXi^h 
future  adls,  as  (houjd  be  pa^d 
for  that  purppfe.*    Tlus  then 
was  the  nate  of  the  coal-du^ 
in  theVear  1719:  Ixwascharg- 
'  ed  witn  nvo  fijnds  of  2i,O0O|i. 
per  annum,  and  30»f  59l«  14^* 
per  annum,  when  tne  produce 
'  of  it  was  edimated  at  7.0,006^. 
per  annum,  which  made  a  prp- 
viiion  for  the  dUpofing  the  fiiir^ 
plus  necefTary.  This  tranfaAion 
was  in  1719  :  The  finkinefund 
was  eilabliflied  ii»  1716;  bnt,Af 
it  had  been  the  fenfe  of  thepar- 
04  liament, 
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1727.    .  M  My  lords  and  gentleinen» 

^  T  Acquainted  you,  at  the  opening  of  this  feffion,  witb 
M  ^  the  dangers  which  threatened  this  kingdoin,  and  the 
f *  peace  and  liberties  of  Europe*  I  am  now  t(»  return  you 
*<  my  thanks  for  the  zeal  and  difpatch,  with  which yotthayq 
<«  proceeded  uponlbe  feveral  points  I  then  recommended  to 
^  vour  care  ;  for  the  confidence  you  have  repofed  in  me  ; 
^'  and  for  the  afluranctes  you  have  given  me  of  your  fiippore 
'*  and  aififtance,  in  vindication  of  mV  honour,  and  in  the 
<^  maintenance  and  defence  of  the  uncloubted  rights  andpri- 
**  vileges  of  this  nation,  fo  openly  and  notorioufly  invaded 
^*  and  attacked. 

^^  The  fiege  of  Gibraltar  proves,  beyond  all  difpute^  the 
^*  end  and  defign  of  the  engagements  entered  into  by  the 
^^  emperor  and  the  king  of  Spain;  but  the  preparations  I  had 
*^  made  for  the  defence  of  that  place,  and  the  bravery  of  my 
-<*  troops,  will,  I  doubt  not,  convince  them  of  the  rafluieft 
^  and  folly  of  that  undertaking.  However,  the  love  of 
^  peace  has  hitherto  prevailed  upon  me,  even  under  this 
<^  high  provocation,  to  fufpend,  in  fome  meafure,  my  re- 
*^  fentments  ;  and,  inftead  of  having  immediate  recourfe  to 
/<  arms^  and  demanding  of  my  allies  that  affiftance,  which 
^  they  are  engaged  and  ready  to  give  me,  I  have  concurred 
<<  with  the  moft  Chriftian  king  and  the  States-General,  in 
^  making  fuch  overtures  of  accommodation,  as  muft  con* 

.  liamenty  that  the  coal-duty,  or  the  agjpegate  fund,  this  fur- 
any  furplus  of  it,  had  beloDged  plus  might  have  been  carried  to 
to  the  fihkiJig  fund,  the  provi-  that  fund,  and  confequently  ia- 
fion  for  the  difpofition  of  the  fur-  to  the  finking  fund,  which  it  is 
plus  had  been  nnnccefl^,  or  -  plain  this  rcftridion  was  pur- 
the  dire^ion,  that  is  given  by  pofely  inferted  to  prevent,  and 
the  aa  of  parliament,  had  been  to  leave  it  to  the  difcretion  of 
aninvafion  of  the  finking  fund;  future  parliaments,  to  jnake 
but  we  fee  in  17 19  (in  the  in-  fuch  ufc  of  this  fuiplas,,as  they 
fancy  of  the  finking  fund,  when  fliould  from  time  to  time  think 
It  wanted  affiftance)  521,3251 .  moft  conducive  to  the  public 
taken  out  of  the  coal-duty  for  good.  Thus  Mr,  Pultenev  and 

'  the  fervice  of  the  year,  and  the  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll's  objcaions^ 

furplus  referved  for  the ;  future  *  founded  on  the  coal-duty's  be* 

difpofitionofparliament, which  ing  part  of  the  finking  fund. 

Is  an  exprefs  exception  of  this  and  thofe  of  others  fincc,  me 


furplus  out  of  the  finking  fund,     entirely  gtoundlcfs. 
becanfe,  by  the  aft  cftabliihing 


•*  vince 
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^  vince  all  the  world  of  the  uprightnefs  of  our  intentioiis^  and  Geo.  L 
*^  of  our  fincere  difpofition  to  peace,  and  demonftnMie  to  ^^727* 
*^  whofe  ambition  and  thirft  of  power  the  calamities  4>f  a  1^         ■■' 
<^  war  are  to  he  imputed,  if  thefe  juft  and  reafonahle  propo* 
*'  fitioos  are  rejected.     In  the  mean  time,  I  have  the  pfea* 
^*  fure  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  crown  of  Sweden  has>ac« 
■'  ceded  to  the  treaty  of  Hanover,  and  the  convention  be« 
'*  tween  me,  bis  moft  Cbriftian  majefty,  and  the  king  of 
^^  Denmark,  is  adually  figned. 

*<  Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  conmions, 

^'  The  vigour  and  chearf ulnefs  you  ^yd  (hewn  in  raifing 
^*  fo  efFe£luatly,  and  upon  fuch  eafy  terms,  the  neceflary 
^*  fupplies  for  Uie  fervice  of  ^  current  year,  are  not  only 
^*  inftances  of  your  zeal  andafFedion  to  me,  but  demon* 
*^  ftrate  the  eftabliibcd  credit,  power  and  ftrength  of  this 
*'  kingdom. 

^^  My  lords  and  gentlemen, 

,  ^*  It  would  have  been  a  great  fattsfa^lion  to  me,  if,  before 
your  reparation,  I  had  been  able  to  fpeak  to  you  more 
pofitively,  and  with  greater  certainty,  upon  the  prelent 
<<  pofture  of  aiFairs.  .  But,  as  you  have  now  difpatched  the 
^'  public  bufinefs,  and  as  the  feafon  of  the  year  requires  your 
*'  going  into  your  refpedive  countries,  I  chufe  rather  to  put 
**  an  end  to.  this  feffion,  than  to  keep  you  any  longer  toge- 
**  ther  unnecefTarily.  The  provifions  you  have  inade,  and 
^^  the  perfect  union  and  harmony  between  nie  and  my  al** 
'*  lies,  will,  I  hope,  enable  me,  by  the  divine  affiftance, 
<*  either  to  withftand  and  defeat  the  defigns  of  our  enemie^y 
**  if  their  conduA  fhould  bring  upon  us  the  neceffity  of  a  war  i 
*^  or  to  improve  the  bleffings  of  peace,  if  peace  can,  inth 
^<  juftice,  honour,  su^d  fecurity  be  obtained.** 

By  this  fpeech  It  appears  that,  notwithftanding  the  jirepa* 
facion$  for  war^  as  well  by  the  allies  of  l^Ianover,  as  bv  tbofe  ' 
of  Vienna,  overtures  of  accommodation  had  been  made..  All 
had  declared,  diat  the  prefervation  of  the  tranquility  of  Eu- 
rope was  the  end  of  their  armaments* «  This  the  couit  of 
Spain  did,  at  the  feme  time  that  the  fiege  ef  Gibraltar  was  Oifanltar 
ordered.    The  Conde  dc  las  Torres,  captain-general  of  the  ^'^^ 
king  of  Spain's  forces  itt  Andalufia,  opened  the  trenches  be- 
foit  Gibraltar  the  iitb  of  February.    He  had  an  army  of 

about 


/ 
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Geo.  L  about  twenty  thouiand  men,  and  wias  w/sU  providcu  with  ar- 
1727,  tillcry  of  ail  forts,  with  ammunition,  and  warlike  ftores,  pro- 
portioned to  the  ftrength  of  the  place,  and  the  bravery  of  the 
garrifon,  which  the  Spaniards  expeAed  would  lengthen  the 
fiege.  Colonel  Clayton,  lieutenaat-governor  of  the  place» 
had  troops  and  neceflaries  fufficient  for  defence^  till  fupplies 
could  come  from  England,  for  which  due  preparations  had  beQ} 
oiade.  Upon  the  repeated  advices,  chat  the  Spaniards  were 
preparing  for  the  fiege  of  Gibraltar,  fix  men  of  war,  the  Kent^ 
Lenox,  Berwick,  Royal  Oak,  Portland,  and  Tyger,  were 
fitted  out  with  all  expedition.  With  thefe  fiiips^  «nd  three 
regiments,  Newton's,  Difiiey's,  and  Anftruther's,Sir  Charles 
lA^er  (ailed  in  January.  When  the  /i^ge  was  begun,  cqlo- 
nel  Stanhope,  the  Britifh  ambaflador  in  Spain,  having  r^^ 
ceive4  the  pailports,  he  had  demanded  of  kins  Philip,  fet  ov^ 
from  Madrid  for  Boyonne,  in  hii  way  to  fingland,  having 
jg;iven  the  Britifh  merchants  in  that  kingdom  luch  timely  no- 
tice to  take  neceflary  precautions  for  fecuring  their  tutRi^ 
that,  when  orders  came  to  the  Spanifh  governors  to  feize 
them,  thefe  merchants  fufFered  no  confiderable  lo(s  try  that 
feizure.  In  the  beginning  of  Mardi,  colonel  Hayes'iB  and 
colonel  Middleton's  regiments  of  foot  w^re  put  on  board  the 
tranfportsatPortfmouth,  and  failed  for  Gibraltar,  un^er  con- 
voy of  the  Torbay,  Captain  Haddock,  and  the  Poole  fire- 
,  ibip^  Colonel  Clayton's  regiment  was  about  the  fame  tim^^ 
ordered  to  imbark  in  the  river  of  Thames,  and  a  draught  of 
tQn  companies  out  of  the  firft  regiment  of  foot-guards  w^ 
ma(}e  by  lot  (c). 

The  earl  of  Portmore,  governor  of  Gn>raltar,  notwitb- 
ftanding  his  advanced  age,  naving  b^eh  a  colonel  near  forty 
years,  ]:efoIved  to  repair  to  his  government,  and  imbajrkqd 
at  Pojrtfmouth,  on  board  the  prince  Frederick,  appoin(^ 
with  the  Yarixiouth  (two  {cvto^y  gun  Ibips)  to  convoy  ibc^ 

(c)  The  lou  fell  on  thofe;of       The  whole  detachment  to  ^ 

under  the  command  of  colonel 

Colonel  Price,  .  Gnife,  msjo/  in  fhe  ikid^^egi* 

Ollonel  Hailihgs,  ment. 

Colonel  PeaHbn,    '  ibfthiCtr  cidoiitl  Tf^bf  ib- 

1      Coknel  Me^rrick,  fign^A  his  comni^oa,  moA  ims 


CoIqmI  Dttscombr^  Aooetdod.bjr  c^ond  Qnflmt ; 

Col9nel  Inwood, .  cap^^i  ^t|uibope»  of  the  ^d 

Colm;!  l^eby,  xeg^m^t,  jJfi)  laid  down  his 

Colonel  Brown,  cpnumfiidn,  4nd  .was^fucceedfd 

Colonel  Oughton,     *  in  it  by  ffy,  Parker.  " 

Colonel  Wmiamfon,  ."^' 

trarif- 


« «. . 


^^^ 
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tnaaeSfkxU^  oa ^Hdk Adij^rwrirtcift trf .the guia4>fttiJ Cl<y-  C^vJt 
W's fqgnpcnt  were  emhaitod»  All  d^fetovce*  wrmKl  nt  ijajr 
Gibraltar  the  bedfining  lof  ApiaS,  a«  idid  jifcevtfe  five  km>*  '  i 
dred  men  firoa  Minorcai  wte>  wkh  ^le  garnifoii  fafmol  a 
bodyof ibcitenifimdflMto,  the^reatcAfiavt  c^irh^mia^ 
on  the  fouth  point  m^tbwtrtlhe  tovrm  <wUle  the  ncft  did  dutjr 
widiin,  and  <were  iritcieed  ftom  Aie  caoip.  The  be&egofp 
threw  a  great  quantity  of  bomba  iaio  Ae  fbtea»  ivhidi  diA 
the  lefs  damage,  as  moft  of  the  houfes  were  empty  by  tb$  de*- 
fertion  of  the  old  tBbahitaDts.  The  gai9riii)«  1ui4^ftca9e«rf  fait 
provifians  from  England  alkl  faelandt  and /of  frefii  bm^  B4J>- 
bary  ;  for  :Which  pucpofe  a  frigate  Wfts^ordOied  to  bcQW^9»^ 
ally  going  ao  and  from  Tctuan  aod  Tangiar»  Sir  -Chailfls 
Wager,  £avi^  cawfed  the  amnuMiitttQa  and  (wariike  floret, 
with  tiwetity-^ttr  pieeet 'df  canapn,  ^  be  [pat  on  flior^^  4ailad 
from  Gibialtar  to  eniiae  m^Itb  .1^  Tarbay^  Stetrlia(g^O«^> 
Snrfoid,  Kant,  Koyal  Oak,  Canterbury,,  York»  awi  Pople 
firefli^i]6a«ing.diaie  ihe  Tygcr,  Winehtdor,  luyine^  Ma- 
1»y  bombfiiip,  TSumder  ^ombiup,  Cnliaer  «nd  Hbwk 
floops ;  which  were  joined  by  theiPoitdandand  Diarfley  gaK^ 
ley;  dieCUcfaefter  and  Swallow  bdng  (ndatisd  to  Peiil)-^^ 
bon  to  be  cleaned*  In  this  difpofition  of  (defence  -^  Aegeiotf 
Gibraltar  gave  little  .pain  ito  the  .Eng^,  either  tat  hame^or 
abroad  s  while  the  iSpsniasds,  initi»9rofiseitti0n  ofky  fyc 
four  months  loft  abonre  balf.  their  anny%  AaugbtaTf  iktoeft» 
and  defer! ion.  , 

About  the  'fiuae  tone  the canrt  ef  Vtenaa.hv/Jng  ihtww  atPnpan. 
difpofition  to  begin  the  war  in  the  Netherlands,  by  attPokis^'*»B'>* 
the  Dutch  barrier,  the  king  ordered  an  augmentation  of^"*^ 
thir^  companies  of  ftx>t,  and  that  tlie  'ten  titoufand  aHxiXa^.  "'^^^* 
aies,  .which  EMkuid  was  obliged  bvtrM^.to  (^adto-diaaf** 
fiftance  of  the  States,  ihould  hold  iMn^e^fiBmrea4ifie&'^- 
embarkation  (d). 

(d)  Of  this  nnnAer  were  eo«  h^  4f  for€tsipf9mtff^he  woLi- 

lonel  Campbells,  major  gene*  ^maiideiby.diejBadairQilmrai 

rvl  Gore's, brigaderChnrcmirs,  commander  in  chief,  the  doke 

aadnuQor-gMOiiHmicyv^tod^s  ,of  ^t^y^f  (g«aeralofthe<pot» 

dragoons  j  #iid  two  b^talions  j^e  lord  Conharo  and  tl^e  /pad 

of  guards  commanded  by  cor  of  Stsjr,  lieutcnv^ts-gcneraji- 

lonel  Robinion,  and   colonel  .  Ttic  ^a^l  of  Deloraine  and  Phi- 

•!Robinlbn*s,  colonel  Xirk's,  cc-  Up  Honeywood,  major-gene- 

lonel  Harrifen's,  earl  of  Delo-  raus ;  ^ir  James  Wood,  colonel 

raine*s.  Sir  James  Wood's,  ;lord  Pocock,  cokmel  Kirke,  ^ciknA 

Tyrawley's/'cdlonerfi:>Goek^,  £etr,  ondttlia  ead  <of  Soaifao-. 

-colonel  Murray's,  and  colonel  rough,  brigadiers-general. 
Grove's  regiment  of  foot.  This  As 


r 
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GA>«    h     As  the  king  of  Sweden  had  acceded  to  the  treaty  of  Haii»-  - 

X727.    ver.  Sir  John  Norris  waa  fent  with  a  eonitderable  fleet.to  the 

^'  Baltic,  to  fupport  him  in  thi»  new  alliance,  fo  difameable 

A  tWet  tti    to  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Ruflla«    The  Englifti  beini^ 

*•  Bdtfc.  joined  by  a  Dantih  fquadron,  the  Ruffian  court  thought  At 

to  put  a  ftop  to  the  equipment  of  their  fleet,  which  was  no 

more  talked  of  after  the  death  of  die  czarina,  on  the  17th 

of  May,  about  the  time  of  Sir  John  Norris's  aniral  in  die 

Baltic. 

The  court  of  France,  being  equally  concerned  with  Eng- 
land to  prevent  a  war,  augmented  their  troops,  and  formed- 
incampments  for  the  exercife  of  their  milida.  But,  as  die 
Hanover  alliance  was  only  defenfive,  it  did' not  exclude 
France  from  a  mediation,  which  tended  to  adjufl  all  the  diiFe« 
i^encesof  the  feveral  parties.  Accordingly,  his  moft  Chriftian* 
majefty  undertook  diat  office,  which  was  conduced  by  the 
duke  m  Richlieu,  his  ambaiEuIor  at  Vienna.  The  duke^  in 
concert  with  the  Britilh  and  Dutch  miniftecs,  drew  up  a  pro«< 
jeSt  of  accommodation,  which  was  fent  to'  the  emperor  and 
the  king  of  Spain.  This  fcheme  coniifted  of  eight,  articles^ 
which  were  to  ferve  as  preliminaries  for  a  general  congrels« 
The  emperor  did  not  think  proper  to  rejeS  it,  but  formed 
a  counter-pro)e£l,  which  he  fent  to  the  allies  at  Hanover. 
The  allies,  judging  it  not  fatis£iAory,  formed  their  laft  re-* 
iblution,  in  which  they  declared,,  tliey  could  make  no  alte* 
ration*  The  emperor,  preiled  by  the  duke  of  Richlieu,  ac* 
cepted  at  laft  of  the  fcheme,  confiftlng  of  thetwelve  follow-* 
ing  articles  t 

I.  His  imperial  and  Catholic  majefiy  having  no  other  view» 
dian  to  contribute  to  the  public  tranquili^  of  Europe,  and 
obfervitig,  that^die  commerce  ^of  Oftend  nas  eiven  birth  t» 
jealoufy  and  uneailnefs,  confents,  that  there  uaU  be  a  fuf«- 
penfion  of  the  charter  of  the  Oftend  company,  and  of  all 
traffic  between  the  Auftri^ii  Netherlands  and  the  Indies^ 
daring  the  term  of  feven  years.., 

'.    J    f  .    .    .    .  .      • 

'  IL  All  rights  or  ^fleffions  fliall  re^nain  intire  to  (uch  .of 
the  contraaing  powers,',  as  enjoyed  theni  fay  viitue  of 
the  treaties  and  cdnventioAs  nme  before  the  year  1725, 
which  regard  neither  the  emperor  nor  the  States-General. 
But  if  any  change  has  been  made  widi  relation  to  the  faid 
:poiIeffionss  91;  if,  \ti  confequence  of  thofe  conventions,  fome> 
.Airhat  has  not  been  txecuted,  the  change,  that  has  happened, 

4 r    •  or 
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or  the  points,  which  have  npt  been  executed, '  fliall  'be  dif-  Geo.  I» 
cifled  and  decided  in  the  future  congreis,  according  to  the  1727. 
tenor  of  the  treaties  and  conventions.  —— — 


III.  Confequentlv  ail  the  privileges  of  commerce  in  £u«-' 
rope,  Spain,  and  vxc  Indies,  grounded  upon  treaties,  and- 
formerly  enjoyed  by  the  Engliib  and  French  nations,  and  by 
the  fubjeAs  of  the  dtates-General,,  iball  be  reftored  upon  the 
ftme  foot,  and  fettled  in  the  fame.^manner  they  were^  parti* 
cularly  by  the  treaties  preceding  the  year  1725. 

IV.  The  powers  of  tbe  north  (haU.be  invite^  and  defired 
by  their  refpe£live  allies,  not  to  have  recourfe  to  hoftilities  ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  to  enlbrace  all  reafonable  methods  of 
accommodation;  and  that,i|intil  the  opening  of  the oongreis 
hereafter  mentioned,  wherein  all  the  re(pe£tive  differences 
ihall  be  ditcufied,  the  contra&ing  powers  {hall  not  contribute 
to  any.  hoftilities  direi^y  o^  in4ir<^y9  under  any  colour  or 
pretence  whatever,  which  may  difturb  the  prefent  ftate  of  af- 
fairs in  the  North  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  ihall  engage 
to  adl  i|i  concert,  to  put  an  end  to  hoftilities,  if  they  flioiud 
be  commenced* 

V*  All  hoftilities  whatfoever,  if  any  (hould  happen,  (hall 
inftantly  ceafe  after  the  figning  of  the  prefent  articles ;  and 
with  refped  to  Spain,  eight  days  after  his  Catholic  majefty 
Ihall  have  received  the  articles  ftgned.  The  (hi^s,  which 
failed  from  Oftend  to  the  Indies  before  this  convention,  the 
names  whereof  (ball  be  pven  in  a  lift  on  the  part  of  his  im- 
perial majefty,  may  return  freely  and  hMy  frpm  the  Indies 
to  Oftend  ;  and,  if  any  of  thefe  (hips  be  detained  or  taken, 
they  (hall  be  reflored,  bona  fide,  with  their  cargoes.  T^e 
galleons  alfo  (hall  be  permitted  to  return  to  Spain  unmolefted, 
in  firm  confidence,  that  his  Catholic  m^^efity  will,  wjth  re- 
gard to  the  efieds  onboard  the  galleons  and  the  flotilla,  deal 
in  the  fame  manner  as  ufual  in  all  times  of  liberty.  In  con- 
iequence  of  this,  the  Englifh  (q'uadron,  commanded  by  ad- 
miral Hofier,  (hail  depart  as  foon  as  poffible  from  Porto-Belloy 
and  all  other  ports  of  An^erica  belonging  to  the  king  of  Spain : 
He  (hall  even  return  with  his  fauadron  into  Europe,  that  the 
fiiljedb  of  his  Catholic  majefty  in  the  Indies  may  be  free 
from  all  further  apprehenftons  and  uneafinefs.  The  com* 
merce  of  the  Engli(h  in  Anierica  (hall  be  carried  on  as  for- 
merly, according  to  the  treaties.  Moreover,  the  Englifh^ 
Frpn^h,  and  Dutch  fquadrons,  which  may  appear  upon  the 

coafts 
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3eow  I.  eoidld  of  ipaliiy  or  on  tlMft  of  die  fta€e»of  his  iiii{iedat  ma^- 
1737;   j^>  at  t)M  time  wllen  chis  pfefiuit  cefiitioii  of  l^ftilities 
■  commencey  (hall  depart  thenct  as  feon  a$  poffible^  that  the 

inhabitants  of  thofe  coafts  may  henceforth  be  rid  of  all  diflur^ 
bailee  and  far*  Nekher  Ihall  thofe  fliipa  be  permitted  to 
tnidtrtike  anjr  thing  dinfify  or  indirefiSy  agauift  the  fuA 
poit* 

VI.  TMft  osflkion  of  hoftilitits  flull  continue  as  long  as 
the  fufpenfion  of  the  charter  gnmisi  to  the  Oftend  company, 
viz.  feven  years,  that  the  jarring  interefts  may  be  reconciled 
in  that  tine,  ami  peace  tetled  on  a  notefohd  fiE^undation. 

VIL  If,  alter  the  figmng  of  thefe  preliminaries,  anytrou^ 
bles  Of  hoflilities  fhould  happen  between  the  fubjefts  of  tho 
contrafUng  powers,  whether  in  Europe  or  the  indies,  under 
what  pretence  foever  it  may  be,  they  fliall  join  tognher  to 
get  reparation  of  the  damagaor  prejudice  their  refpedive  fub« 
^    jefts  have  fuftained. 

VIIL  If  thefe  ardcles  are  accepted  and  iigned,  a  congrefii 
fliall  be  opened  in  four  months,  reckoning  from  the  day  of 
fiening  at  Aix  la-.Chapelle,  wherein  the  refpedive  rights  or 
an  the  contiraAing  powers,  and  thofe  inviODd  to  it,  mall  be 
oxamincd,  difciifibd,  and  fettled* 


IX.  The  plenipotentiaries,  that  fliall  be  named,  fhalt 
have  in  their  retinue  no  more  than  two  gentlemen,  two  pa-> 
ges,  and  fix  footmen,  tbstt  they  may  be  iboner  ready  for 
ditir  journey,  and  to  avoid  pomp  and  expence. 

X.  The  plenipotentiaries  (hail  infift  on  no  ceremoniaU 
but  follow  the  regulations  fettled  at  the  congrefi  of  Canibny| 
to  obviate  all  difputes  relating  to  rank :  However,  eacfaihau 
have  liberty  1^  to  proteft. 

XI.  The  feveral  powers  fiiall  eameftly  recommend  to  their 
refpe£bive  plenipoteniianes,  to  avoid  any  thing  trifling,  that 
may  in  any  wife  retard  the  congrefs. 

XII.  The  ratification  of  thefe  preliminanr  articles  fliall  be 
exchanged  in  the  fpace  of  two  months,  or  ioOner,  if  pofiUCf 
reckoning  from  the  day  of  figning. 

Thefe 
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Thefc  articles  were  firft  figned  at  Paris,  the  20th  of  May,  Geo.  K 
lyy  theminifters  of  the  Ifenoveir  alliance,  and  afterwards  at  1727* 
Vienna,  by  the  minifters  of  the  emperor  and  the  king  of  ■  ^ 

Spain. 

The  emperor  punfhially  executed  the  firft  of  tfiefe  attfcTte, 
and  ratified  the  preliminaries  within  the  time  agreed  on* 
Though  Aix  la  Chapelle  was  appointed^for  the  plac^  of  con- 
grefs,  it  was  afterwards  transferred  to  Cambray  for  the  con- 
vcniency  of  the  minifter  of  France,  whofe  prefence  was  ne- 
celTary  at  that  court.  The  king  of  Spain  alib  cxscuted  im 
part  what  concerned  him;  be  gave  orders  for  fMpending  att 
ftirther  attacks  againft  Gibraltar,  and  all  hoflilitiis  afgfiiiiifr 
the  Englifli  elfewhere.  This  was  an  honourable  way  of  afeil«» 
doning  a  fiege,  which  lafled  four  inonths  without  fuccefs-; 
nor  had  it  done  much  execution  among  the  Englifh,  for  Atf 
loft  in  all  but  three  hundred  and  feventy-three  men«  The 
fufpenfion  of  arms  was  figned  the  23d  or  June,  Ni  S.  But^ 
when  the  fiege  was  on  the  poi^t  of  being  entirely  raifed^ 
and  the  preliminaries  to  be  ratified  in  form,  Spain  ftarted  neir 
difficulties,  and  uiged  new  pretentions.  The  Spaniards  in- 
fifled,  that  a  temporary  fufpenfion  of  arms  did  not  imply  ait 
a£lual  raifing  of  the  fiege  of  Gibraltar ;  and  that  the  remttt-^ 
tion  of  the  prince  Frederick,  the  South-Sea  fliip  (taken  at 
la  Vera  Cru2,  before  Spain  was  in  war  with  England)  waa 
bot  mentioned  or  included  in  the  articles^  whereas  the  Eng- 
lifh  demanded  both,  by  virtue  of  the  preliminaries.  Upon 
this  hoflilities  began  again  between  the  fhips  of  the  two  na* 
tion$,  and  Sir  Charles  Wa^er  continued  to  crmi^  on  tbt 
coafls  of  Spain,  after  the  cefTation  of  arms  at '  Gibraltar* 
And  what  was  very  remarkable,  whilfl  he  was  looking  &A 
with  feven  fhips  for  the  Spanifb  galleons  (which  werefaid  to 
l>e  coming  home)  thirteen  French  men  of  war  (fix  from 
Breft,  and  feven  from  Toulon  )'fuddenly  came  and  anchored 
"before  Cadiz,  of  which  fquadron  Wager  had  received  no  in^ 
telligence  either  from  London  or  Madrid.  As  therefore  he 
had  no  notice  of  their  coming,  all  communication  with  the 
French  fleet  was  forbid.  However,  after  many  cavils  and 
delays,  die  preliminary  articles  were  at  laft  f^ed  at  Madrid^ 
on  the  24th  of  February,  above  dgbt  mond^  after  thed>eatfc 
of  king  George  I,  by  the  miniflers  of  the-tmperor,  England, 
France,  Spain,  and  the  States,  whidi  opened  the  way  to  the 
*congrcfs  (e). 

King 

(e)    To   hjin^  down  thefe    may  be  oM^ed^.that  mesa0 
natters  to  the  preTent  time,  it    were   foond  ^to  detach  Spain 

uom 
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Geo.  !•       Iting  George  had  not  vifued  his  German  dominK>iK  die(if 
1727*    two  years,  and  cjierefore,  icon  after  the  breaking  up  of  the 

■  par- 

Death  of 

^t   fiom  the  emperor,  «nd»  treaty 
was  concluded  at  Seville,  No- 


vember 9»  N.  S.   172919  be- 
tween Great^Britain,  France, 
and  Spain.  By  this  treaty  com-* 
miflanes  were  to  be  appointed 
to  examine  at  the  court  of  Spain, 
and  decide  about  the  captures 
mi  both  fides,  among  which 
were  reckoned  the  ihijps  taken 
by  the  Englifh  fleet  m  1718. 
That  inftead  of  neutral  garri- 
Ibns  (as  agreed  to  in  the  Qua- 
druple Awance)  Spanifli  garri- 
Ibns  (hould  be  introduced  into 
Leghorn,   &c.    for  preferring 
die  fucceffion  of  don  Carlos. 
This  it  was  that  induced  the 
queen  of  Spain  to  come  into  a 
treaty,  which  gave  great  of- 
fence to  the  emperor,  as  it  put 
mn  end   to   his  fubiidy  from 
Spain,  of  about  a  million  fter* 
ling  a  year.    He  thundered  out 
complaints  againft  it  at  all  the 
courts  of  Europe,  and  particu- 
larly by  a  commiiTorial  decree, 
dire^ed  to  the  diet  of  Ratifbon. 
But  it  was  to  no  purpofe,  for 
;the  treaty  of  Seville,  with  re- 
gard to  the  emperor,  and  all 
other  ftates,  and  the  balance  of 
power,  varied  in  nothing  from 
the  Quadruple  Alliance,  but  in 
fubftitntingfix  thoufand  Spanifli 
inftead   of  fo    many    neutral 
troops,  for  aflerting  the  even- 


eldeft  daughter,  on  the  failure 
of  iflfue  maTe{which  was  thought 
iieceflary  to  preferve  the  balancer 
of  power)  Uie  emperor  was  at 
laft  pacified.     This  produced 
the  lecond  treaty  of  Vienna^ 
March  16,  173I9  between  the 
emperor  and  Great-Britun,  in 
which  the  States  were  included. 
By  it  the  order  of  the  fucceffion, 
fettled  by  the  emperor  was  gua- 
ranteed byOreat-Britaun  and  the 
States;  the  commerce  and  na- 
vigation to  the  £aft-Indies  were 
to   ceafe  in   the  Netherlands, 
(except  two  fllips  for  once  from 
Oftend:  A  tarifl^  or  new  treaty 
concerning  trade,  and  the  rule 
of  impofts  relating  to  the  An- 
ftrian  Netherlands,  was  to  be 
fettled  by  commiflaries  at  Ant- 
werp: The  introdttdion  of  Spa- 
nifli garrifons  into  Leghorn,  &c« 
was  agreed  to  by  the  emperor* 
Thus  the  queen  of  Spain  was 
pacified  by  the  variation  of  neu* 
tral  troops,  and  the  emperor 
was  contented^  by  guarantying 
his  fucceffion.   The  coaclnfioa 
of  thefe  treancs  gave  hopes  of  a 
laiting  tranquility  :    Bat   the 
death  of  the  king  of  Poland 
foon  put  an  end  to  thofe  hopes. 
The  emperor,  in  coniun&ion 
with  Ruffia,  ctpou&i  the  quaf 
rel  of  the  eledlor  of  Saxony, 
and  fupported  an  unfair  eleftion 


ana!  Aicceffipn  of  the  infiint  of    of  a  king  forced  upon  a  free  na- 
Spain  10  the  grand  duke's  do-    tion.    This  bebg  oppofed  by 


jninions,  to  which  the  emperor 
had  agreed*  However,  the 
Britifli  court  offering  to  guaran- 
tee the  Pragmatic  Sandion,  or 
the  emperor's  iettlement  of  his 
jiereditary  dominions,  on  his 


France,  a  war  broke  out  be- 
tween their  imperial  and  moft 
Chriflian  majetties,  in  which 
Great- Britain  and  the  States 
flood  neuter,  as  they  did  alio 
in  the  diferenices  which  arole 

be- 


\   ^ 
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^9  he  prepiuped  for  his  journey  to  Hanover,  where  Geo.  I« 
he  thought  to  enjoy  the  fruit  of  his  labours  in  peace,  or  con-     1727. 
tinue  his  endeavours  for  the  good  of  the  common  caufe.  ■■■■  ■  ■  ■ 
Having  appointed  the  lords  juflices  for  the  adminiftration  of 
the  ^vernment,  he  embarked  at  Greenwich,  on  board  the 
Carolina  yatcht,  the  3d  of  June,  attended  by  die  earl  of 
Iky  and  the  lord  Townlhend.     The  king  landed,  on  the 
7A,  at  Vaert  in  Holland,  where  he  lay  that  night.     The 
next  day  he  proceeded  on  his  journey  to  Hanover ;  and,  on 
the  9tlvof  June,  between  ten  and  eleven  at  night,  arrived  at 
'Delden,  in  all  appearance  of  perfe£l  health,  nefupped  there 
very  heartily,  and  eat  an  Orange,  but  no  melon,  as  was  re- 

Sorted  3  and  having  refled  well  that  night,  fet  out  from 
elden  about  four  the  next  morning.  Between  eight  and  Motnye^t 
nine  he  ordered  the  coach  to  flop,  in  order  to  make  water, '^'*'^- 
and  perceiving  that  one  of  his  hands  hung  motionlefs,  faid, 
*.  I  cannpt  move  this  hand.'  Monfieur  Fabrice  rubbed  it  with 
both  his,  but  to  no  efFe£t;  upon  which  he  called  thefurgeon 
f  who  followed  on  horfeback)  who  rubbed  it  alfo  with  (pirits. 
Iti  ^is  interval  the  king's  eyes  and  mouth  began  to  move 
ftrangely,  and  hi«  tongue  to  fwell,  fo  that  he  coidd  not 
ipeak.  The  furgeon,  taking  it  for  an  apopledic  fit,  opened 
U  vein,  and  the  king  recovered  his  fpeech,  fo  as  to  fay, 
<  .Haften  to  Ofnabrug  s*  but  immediately  fell  into  a  dumber 
in  Fabrice's  arms.  As  the  violent  motion  of  the  coach  couM 
not  keep  the  king  awake,  Fabrice  a(ked  the  furgeon.  What 
he  thought  of  him  ?  who  anfwered,  he  defpaired  of  his  life* 
Fabrice  ordered  him  to  take  care  of  him,  and  rid  poft  himfelt 
from  the  laft  ftage  to  O/habrug,  to  prepare  the  duke  of  York, 
the  king^t  brother,  for  fuch  unexpeded  news.  The  king 
bein^  arrived  there  about  ten,  was  immediately  carried  to  ^ 

bed,  where  he  continued  fpeechlefs  and  in  agonies  till  two 


«> 


between  Spain  and  Portugal. 
But,  though  Great-Britain  and 
the  States  were  not  engaged  in 
Aefe  difputes,  they  were  both 
obliged  to  guard  againft  events, 
which  had  a  good  efFed.  Our 
naval  armaments  ftrack  terror 
into  France  and  Spain  alter- 
nately. The  French  durft  not 
v^ture  to  the  Baltic  to  relieve 
Dantzicky  whilfl  our  navv  rid 
|n  the  Downs,  nor  the  Spaniards 
|0  infult,  much  lefs  attack  Por- 
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tagal,  whilil  our  fleet  lay  in  the 
Tajgus.  At  laft,  in  order  to 
adjuft  all  differences  between 
Great-Britain  and  Spain,  the 
famous  Convention  was  tranf- 
a£led  by  Sir  Robert  Wialpole, 
but,  meeting  with  opppfition, 
was  laid  afioe,  and  a  war  with 
Spain  enfued,  which  brought  on 
a  war  alfo  with  France,  as  will 
be  feen  in  the  annals  of  the  next 
reign. 
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^4  THE    WIST  OR  Y 

Geo.  I.  o'clock  in  the  morn.ng,  on  Sunday  the  «0i  «f  Jime>  ^«| 
1727.  b^  expired  in  the  68th  year  of  his  age,  ami  13th  of  his  reiga  ^ 
^  and  wa;>  interred  at  Hanover,  among  bis  anceftors  (a)\ 

HU  circHffl'      Thus  dje4  George  the  Firft,  who  mi^|t  truly  be  conftdertA 
AaAGct  aoa  a$  more  fortunate  in  more  important  circumilanccs  of  hts  ^fe 
^^*^^'    and  alili*rs,  than  any  prince  of  the  laft  qr  pitefent  century* 
This  good  fortune,  which  is  often  the  reward  of  virtue,  atlA 
as  often  the  effect  of  prudence,  attended  him  as  well  beiofv 
as  afber  his  acceiI;on  to  the  crown  of  Qreat-Britflii^.     Tbc 
^ablifhment  of  the  ele&oral  dignity  in  his  family^  yf^ti  ^ 
work  which,  though  begun  by  his  father,  was  referve4  &r 
him  finally  to  accompliih.     A  targe  accei&on  of  domioioii 
fell  to  him  by   his   fucceeduig  to  the  dukedom   qf  2t3i% 
whereby  he  became  one  tif  the  greateft  prinoes  of  Germaoyij 
and  by  far  the  moft  powerful  perfon  that  ever  ftood  neafit  h^ir 
to  the  Britiih  throne.  The  duchy  of  Bremeny  and  the  biflmpr 
•  i^  of  Qlhabrifg,  confiderably  fl^er^gthened  hia  interdiU  in  fht 
fmpirC)  wd  gave  8|n  additional  weight  to  the  Pr<Mleftiuit 
caufct 

But  his  good  fortune  appeared  in  noticing  fo  Mim^kable  aif 
in  the  removal  of  thofe  feemingly  invincible  obftaclea  to  hi| 
jjucceffion  to  the  cro\yn  of  thefe  kingdoms*  Qjieen  An^^  1m4 
high  notions  of  hereditary  right  i  and»  in  the  latter  jMt  of 
iter  reign,  flaviih  do£trines  in  fupport  of  the  indefeaiihlelU^ 
f f  that  right  wer?  avawed  in  numerous  addrefle^.  Prep|u:iir 
tions  were  niade  for  the  execution  of  purpotTes  well  ttf^derftpod^ 
though  not  exprefsly  avowed.  The  aiinifterS|  and  all»  who 
~  lad  been  the  fure  fupports  of  the  Hanover  fuccefioii^  ha4 
>«en  difgraced.  Many  favourable  conceffions  were  «Mt4c  !• 
our  often  defeate4  enemies^  who«  both  by  intereftand  il&clir 
ipationy  were  the  prote^ors  9»i  friends  of  tlie  preteodMV 
Thfi  adminiftration  of  affairs  was  committed  ta  the  iiK>fl  dfrr 
rine  and  determined,  and  the  nation  deluded  into  madnefs  tot 
deOTu£tion.  But  amidft  thefe  appKh«nitons  and  dangcrHf 
the  qu^en'^  fudden  and  unexpe^e^  death  gave  the  fourt^nais 
f  le&or  of  Hanover  m  eafy  and  unmolefted  aooefioo  tt%  th« 
ibrone. 

King  George  did  not  labour  lender  king  William's  firft  dif» 
lulvamages.     ni^  and  theit  countries  enemies  were  wcH 

(a)  His  wife,  the  princels  confined  many  years.    She  was 

Sbnhia  Dorothy,  died  Novem-  daughter  ana  heirefs  of  the 

het  z,  1726,  at  the  caftle  of  duke  of  Zell, .  bom  an  i06^ 

Ahlen,    in  die   eledorate  of  and  i&dnicd  iXi  \6iZf 
Snmfwick^  where  ihe  had  been 

faMWO 
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iaiiomif  and  could  with  no  colour  of  right  dooiand  confidence  Geo.  L 
and  power.  After  ftrong  profeffions  of  fubmiffioa  arid  ley-  1727. 
alt^i  many  afiuaUy.  entered  inttx  rebellion  ;  and  greater 
numbers  wiflied  it  fucceis.  The  murmuringsand  compjaint^^ 
Urbich  wure  occafioned  by  the  difgraoe  of  the  general  aM 
niniftry,  wh0  bad  raifed  the  credit  and  glory  of.  the  nation 
to  an  beiglit  before  unknown,  had  been  refented  as  unpar<- 
d<mab]e  dronU  to  the  royal  prerogative :  And  yet,  wheit 
the  fucceijbr  removed  thofe,  from  whom  he  had  recelv^ 
tnany  indignities,  and  of  whofe  meafures  and  defigns  to  defeat 
liim  of  his  royal  dignity;  he  had  many  and  undoubt^  prool4» 
this  was  rq>refented  as  extreme  partiality  and  injuftice  ;  and 
in  public,  and  on  the  moft  iblemn  occafions^  it  was  pleaded 
as  a  juft  provocation  to  rebellion,  and  all  puniihmeots  of  tbi 
authors  of  fo  much  mifchief  and  mifery  were  oppofed  under 
the  j>jetence  of  beihg  stSt^  of  inhnmanity  and  cruelty. 

There  are  many  circumftances  not  publicly  known^ 
which,  if  brought  to  light,  would  demonftrate  the  king^s 
extraordinary  good  fortune  in  defeating  the  rebellion.  Befidos 
what  broke  out  in  the  North,  the  aitociations  and  .prefara<^ 
tians  in  the  South  and  the  Weft  were  great  and  numeroils. 
CaiiCioo,  feairfuineft,  and  delay,  prevented  the  execution  of 
meafureSf  which  could  hardly  have  failed  of  proving  fatal  to- 
tiie  government*  Such  a  multitude  of  enemies  in  fo  manjr 
places  would  have  divided  the  troops,  and  have  rendered  th# 
army  infigntficant  in  the  defence  of  the  whole.  The  niarcli 
of  part  of  the  rebek  into  England,  their  trifling  at  PreAoA^ 
and  their  fpeedy  defeat,  were  of  unlpeakabie  advantage^  hf 
effe<^ally  difcoursging  infurre^ons  in  many  other  placesj 
wheieas  a  few  days  march  further  would  have  very  touch 
fwelled  thair  numbers,  and  given  them  a  dangerouO 
ftreogitb* 

But  nothing  Could  be  niore  fortunate  to  the  king  than  thi 
death  of  Lewis  2CIV,  of  France;  From  him  the  rebeli 
tvottld  have  received  all  forts  of  fuceourS  and  fupplies;  Bi- 
gotry aad  revenge  animated  the  vrhole  French  nation  with 
aaantmous  2eal  for  the  fuccefs  of  the  pretender.  And  even 
a  minority,  a  contefted  regency^  and  the  prdbable  need^ 
which  the  regent  might  haVe  of  our  fupport^  did  not  preveni 
all  affiftance.  However,  thofe  circumftances  proved  a  pow^ 
erfttl  reftrariit ;  and  the  fitUatioh  of  the  neighbouring  nationa 
was  an  eminent  fecurity  to  this  reign.  The  utmoft  degree 
ofaverfion  and  jealoufy  fubfifted  between  the  regent  of  Franco 
and  the  court  of  Madrid  ;  which  was  properly  improved  hf 
deftrojialg  the  gcowing  jiaval  power  4^f  Spain  i  and  oar  {ut* 

^  p  a  prizifig 
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Geo.  !•  pniing  and  complete  advantage  in  this  afiair  utterly  diAip* 
1727;  pointed  the  vaft  defigns  of  an  able  and  enterprising  minifttn 
„.«,..,«.  The  invafion  and  rebellion,  in  1779,  are  the  lels  remem- 
beitdy  beeaufe  not  one  perfon  fufFered  death  on  that  account. 
The  Spaniih  fleet  with  five  thoufand  foidiers  fuflFered  fo  much 
in  a  ftorm^  as  to  be  obliged  to  return  home  ;  but  about  four 
hundred  of  them  landed  in  Scotland,-  where  they  were  jfiined 
by  a  confiderable  number  of  Highlanders,  but  were  foon  de-' 
f^ted,  by  ao  inferior  number  of  the  king's  forces. 

The  king  of  Sweden's  death  was  far  from  being  the  leaft 
eoniiderable  of  nr^any  favourable  events  ;  for,  had  that  im^ 
placable  monarch  lived,  his  deftgns  againft  Denmark  would 
probably  have  fucceeded  ;  and  then  he  would  have  had  fiill 
letfure  and  opportunity  for  tranfporting  his  hardy  troops  into 
Scotland. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  how  great  and  uncommon  foever 
the  king's  good  fortune  was  in  removing  all  obftrudions,  and 
firmly  eftabliihing  himfelf  in  the  throne,  it  was  not  without 
fome  allay.  Had  his  fucceffion  taken  place  before  the  change 
of  the  miniftry,  and  the  difgrace  of  the  general,  it  would  have 
been  infinitely  more  happy,  not  only  for  the  nation  but  for 
the  lafting  tranquility  and  liberties  of  Europe.  France  would 
then  have  been  compelled  to  give  up  the  Spanifh  Monarchy. 
By  advantages  in  trading  to  the  dominions  of  Spain,  in  Europe 
and  America,  and  by  feveral  conceffions,  we  ihould  have 
bad  ample  means  of  repairing  the  loiTes  fuftained  in  a  long 
and  expenfive  war.  The  houfe  of  Bourbon  had  been 
reduced  within  their  proper  bounds,  and  ceafed  to  have  beea 
the  terror  and  fcourge  of  their  neighbours. 

To  this  may  be  added,  that  king  George  came  to  a  people^ 
who  had  been  corrupted  both  in  their  political  and  religious 
notions^  and  had  been  taught  an  averfion  to  our  natural  al- 
lies, and  to  all  foreign  Proteftants,  while  an  efleem  and  af- 
fe£lion  for  France,  and  a  tenderiiefs  for  many  dodrines  of 
Popery  had  been  infufed  into  them  with  great  fuccefs  ;  and 
thde  prejudices  had  indifpofed  the  nation  to  fubmit  to  a  Pro- 
teftant  prince,  while  the  dangers  from  a  Popiffli  one  were  not 
attended  to.  The  advantages  likewife  of  a  profperous  war, 
and.  many  valuable  branches  of  commerce  bad  been  given  op 
or  neglected  ;  and  the  revenue  was  loaded  with  a  very  heavy, 
debt.  The  authors  of  thefe  calamities  had  the  art  and  afiii- 
■  ranee  to  impute  the  confequences  of  them  to  the  king  and  his 
miniflers  ;  and  their  peace-making  had  left  Europe  in  fuch  a 
ftace,  and  their  principles  infected  the  nation  to  ftich  a  degree, 
that  a  good  bpdy  of  ^regular  troops  was  absolutely  nccef^uy  to 
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4Ke  fafetf  of  the  nation  s  and  yet  this  was  exclaimed  agaijdft;  Geo.  t: 
asi^iflaving  it»  t^VJ. 

.The  m^erate  and  fure' methods  of  dircharging  the  puW  ' 
lie  debts  DAtch  had  been  offered,  having  been  negT<5Aed|  thcl 
South-Sea  fcheme  took  place,  to  the  great  muffortune  and 
difgrace  of  this  xetgn,  as  well  as  of  die  nation  in  geikrali 
and  though  men  of  all  pairties  and  degrees  upon  this  bccsdioit' 
equally  renounced  common  fenfe  and  honefty,  yet  they^ 
transferred  the  whole  blame  from  themftlves  to  the  gorem-* 
ment.  But  whatever  miftakes  or  misfortunes  happened,^ 
they  caimot  juftly  be  imputed  to  the  kiitg,  whofe  integrity 
and  good  defigns  were  emment  and  undoubted,  and  his  1^-^ 
ibiution  to  govern  agreeaUe  to  our  laws  and  cohftitudon^ 
fleady  and  unalterable  ;  though  the  beft  underftanding,  and 
the,  beft  difp6fidon  are  not  always  fecure  from  the  arts  of  bold; 
and  ambidous  men. 

With  regard  to  die  management  of  afiairs  abroad,  a  due 
attention  was  paid  to  the  fed>Ie  and  corrupt  ftate  of  bur  al-^ 
lies;  and  the  eager  and  hafty  difpofition  of  the  people  for 
war,  their  perpetual  complaints  of  the  wifeft.  condud,  ca* 
villing  at  the  moft  afiedingfucceffes,  foon  growing  weary  of 
theexpence,  and  longing  for  peace  on  any  terms^  were  well' 
confidercd;  but  at  the  fame  time  the  dignity  and  honour  of 
the  nation  were  maintained  in  our  methods  of  compofing  the 
diforders  and  difturbances  ;  which  was  performed  with  as 
litde  expence  and  hazard  as  pol&ble ;  and  preventadve  and 
defenfive  meafures  were  the  wife  and  fafe  politics,  the  hap- 
ptnefs  and  glory  of  his  reign. 

As  kine  James,  inftead  of  giving  the  laws  their  proper 
couiie,  amuned  a  power  to  difpenfe  with  them :  And  as 
queen  Anne  was  flattered  into  a  perfuafion  that  the  regal  au* 
thority  was  unlimited  ;  King  George,  on  the  contrary,  de- 
fired  no  power  but  what  enabled  him  to  prondote  the  welfare 
of  his  fubjecls,  and  was  too  wife  to  deem  thofe  his  friends 
who  would  have  made  their  court  to  him  by  the  profeffion 
of  an  obedience  which  they  never  pradifed,  and  which  has 
always  proved  fatal  to  thole  princes  who  have  put  it  to  the 
trial.  He  had  given  a  proof  of  his  fovereign  virtues  before 
be  exercifed  them  in  this  nadon.  His  natural  inclination  to 
juftice  led  him  to  rule  his  German  fubjefb  in  the  fame  man- 
ner that  our  conftitudon  directed  him  to  govern  the  Engliilu 
He  regarded  civil  liberties  as  the  natural  rights  of  mankind, 
and  therefore  indulged  them  to  a  people  who  pleaded  no 
other  claim  to  them  than  his  own  goodnefs.  The  confiften- 
cy  of  bis  behaviour  was  iuch  that  he  inflexibly  purfued  thofe 

mea- 
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Q^h  mtaTmcS  wbiftb  vpc«red  ttetnaft  jpft  and  e^ukaU^,  M 
Mfjk  be  was  moft  prudent  in  laying  proper  fchemes,  he  was  nt 
IcA  i«iaark|iUf  ftv  lits  AeUiileft  ia  aceompliaiing  ^diat  he 
h9Ml  foce  coacarted.  To  thia  uniformkjr  and  igmueA  ot 
HoiaA  whifih  appeared  in  all  his  proceedings,  the  faocefiss 
^at  attended  him  wene  diiefly  ^^*  His  aiartial  Tiituci 
^We  oo  kfs  oaafpieiiaiis  tfafea  his  oivil,  though  Gst  the  gaad 
if  {lis  Aibjeds  he  ftuiied  to  decline  all  occafions  «f  military 
donr«  He  had  ao^uired  gteuc  re^utatioii  in  his  yoahger  daiys^ 
m^  Hungary  and  Ihe  I^ea«  lihea  he  fought  againft  the 
Tiorkst  as  mdl  as  iii  Gennaay  aad  Flanders^  where  he 
oapomded  ajgsiiift  ilia  difturber  of  the  peace  ef  Europe^ 
And,  as  if  perfonal  oourage  was  an  hereditary  virtue  of  hia 
^unily,  threef  ef  his  brodiers  fell  glorioufly  in  the  field,  fight* 
ilig  againft  tbe  enemies  ef  their  ceaatry,  and  bb  fon  (Wa 
late  majefty  king  George  II.)  fought  with  the  bravery  of 
Ims  father  at  tSie  battle  of  Aadenarde,  when  the  fons  of  France 
and  the  pretender  fled  before  him. 

•  As  to  his  more  ^rate  virtues.  He  was  of  a  grave,  eafy, 
and  calm  temper^  and  generous  upon  all  occafions;  and  the 
lasoaity  and  benignity  of  his  mfaid  difcovesed  themfdves  in  hia 
CKHiataaance,  and  captivated  the  love  aad  veneration  of  all 
trbe  i^pnoadied  hm« 
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